g | *;/,JPUEBTH GOMBAT DOMB WILG (H)
\

APO 559 .

N

Date 18 April 19485%
13 CBW ¥0 103

13 CBW 0PS 322 .
3 AD PO 646

SUBTECT: Supplement te Tactical (STRAUBING, GERMANY) ,
0 1t Lodontl ek 55

1, Tabulation of Bembing:

Bomb Lead : 95 A,B,C: 12 x 500 GF Minimum
and Methed - 100 A4,B,0: 12 x 500 GP Salve
of Release: 390 A,B,C: 12 x 500 GP  Salve
Groups Length:  Width:  1000'  2000'  Redial:  Target: AP:
95 A Partially amile ebacured 204 P MPI |
B3 1365 1025! 27% 98% 1470! 2d P MPI
Ct Smeke sbscured / - _ 2nd P MPI
18 April:  1365° 1025° 27% . 98% 14700 |
1-17 " 3 1219' 850" 48% 63% 1380 ¥ |
Maroh ¢ 1667 1340 - 46.9% 73.1% 910' ;
100 A: 1000* 1175° 0% 0% 4360° 28 P MPI
‘ Bs 1025? 785 100% 100% 300 204 P MPI |
Cs 1135 810 50% 95% . 975! 204 P MPI
18 April: 1053' 923! 50% 65% 6381 -
1-17 " ¢ 1494° 936° . L9% 75% 8791
March : 2070 12307 C 4L0.8%  67.6% 870" |
. : \ ,
390 At 940! 1165 0% 28% 22801 2nd P MPI
Bt 1075 900! €1% 100% 950°¢ 2nd P MPI
C: Smoke sbacured | 2nd P MPI
18 April: 1008! 1033 31% 64% 1615°
1-17 " 3 1260! 1183¢ 50% 78% 775°
March 3  1840°" 1330 47% 75% 7811
13 CBW Averages: . \
18 April:  1142° 994 36.0%  75.6% 1333
1-17 " ¢ 1324 1000 49.0% 72,0% 103l1!
Nerch 3  1859' 1300*  Lk.9%  71.8% 855!

200 Gorrgotidna: a., Paragraph 5, o, 13B (95), page 6: Under radial
errsr, correct to read - 95B: 1470' and not as 1745°'. :

b. Paragraph 5, 4, 130 (100), page 83 Under pattern, errers, aad .
percentages, transpese 100B and 100C. ,

By Command of Brigadig; General HUGLIN:

i e ' . égbvm/64bz‘ CQL,.CZ:Zéa%‘. 

‘ERNEST A. K{ES%LING,’ &
Lt. Csl., Alr Cerxps, .
Diroctor’of Training & Analysis
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(1) 95:
(a) Lead A/C:
(r) Regular 4/C:
: ** 95A; A/C 6902, Lt, Nelsem, because of a rack male '
function over the target, Joined B Squadron and released 5 x 500 GP on

the second run. K-21 comera took plcture other:than target area, thne
cause is undetermined.

None,

(2) 100:
(a) Lead A/C:
100B: A/C 824, Lt, Weeford, C-1 aute pilet failed sn
bomb run., Cause undetermined at present time. 10 x 500 GP did not

releese immedliately and had to be salveed.
(v) Regular A/C:

100B: A/C 512, Lt. Lenke, landed at Brussels because
of runaway prop, returned to base later., Sertie.

A/C 865, Lt, Smith, Carpet I transmitter failure,

(3) 390:
(a) Lead A/C:
(b) Rogﬁlar A/C:

None.

3904: A/C 868, Lt. Mlller, returned 1 x 500 GP because

sf a defective sghackle,
d, A/C Outstanding: None,
?‘7
e. A/C Landing Away From Dase:

(1) 100B: A/C 512: 350 Sqdn, "E", Lt, Lenke, landed at Brussels

because of runaway prop, returned to base later,

3. Ravigatlen:

Sortle,

Posltion Filgnt 134 (390] 138 (95) 13C (100]
Plan AL: Lt, Cel, Von Arb Capt, Brittingheam Maj, Staples
Altltude N: Lt, Yary 1t, Arterburn Lt, Peiffer .
50007 5000" v ,
BU 11 5000 1 min, searly on time 1l min, early
on oourse on course an ceurse
50007 50007 50007
CP 1 50001 1 min, early 1 min, early 1 min. early
on course oD course on course
50009 ¥ ¥
CP 2 5000' . 3 min, esrly L min, early 4 min., early
: gn cgurse 90 course an course !
' 158007 T 155007 150007
CP 3 15000 7 min, early 6 min, early 8 min, early
10 mi, right 19 mi, right lg mi., right
‘ 20300 T ' 0
Ip. 20000* - - -
SR _ceurse 2 ni. lefe 1 mi, left
203007 PIVRTIRE 198007
TGT 20000° (2nd P) (2nd P) (2nd P)
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203007 ~20000°7 200007
RP 20000°¢ - = -

1l mi, left 6 mi, left on ocourse

— 785007 80007 E:1: {010k

CCNT 8000° 7 nin. early 9 min., early 9 min, early
CCAST on opurse 3 mi, left an ceurse

20007 15007 13007
ENG Minimum L% min., early 7 min, esarly 7 min. early
COAST on course on ceurse 4 mi. right

a, Assembly: 13A assembled over Buncher 11, 13B over Bunchasr 23, and
13C over Buncher 28, Assembly al%itude was 5000'. Wixg assembly was cem-~
pletsd at Fellxstowe.

b, Route:t The route was followed as briefed te the Centinental Ceast.
¥rom the Coast in peint, the Wing drifted slightly South of ceurse until
1t was 15 miles south at CP3. A correction was made te osurse at this point
and the briefed route followed to the IP fer the 2nd Prierity target. At
1300E Kodak Red reported that the lst Prierity target was cevered and
the decision wes mede te attack the 2Znd Prierity target. Bembing altitude
was reached 30 minutes prier to the IP., The 'fan sut was made by Squadrens
2 minutes prier te the IP, 390C, 95B, and 100B were unable to release en
the first run and made secend runs while the sther Squadrens fsllswed
through, The Graups were reassembled at the RP but 13A was csnsidersbly
ahead of 13B & 13C. Therefore 135 & 13C cut the next turmning peimt shert
te® gain the preper interval. 13B & 13C lost 13A in the haze between
0330E and 0900E., 134, went North of ceurse to OPL and fellowed the eriginal
-reute te the Centinental Ceast. 13B & 13C followed the briefed withdrawal
route te the Centinental Coast. At 0500E the Viing was reassembled and
followed the briefed route te the bases.

¢. Weathers Over the bases at take-eoff thers were 5-7/10 cirrus
above 25000°, Visibllity was 2-3 miles. Enroute ts the target there wers
nil low clsud te O800E, with 2-4/10 strate-cumulus belsw 5000° by 1000E,
and 5-7/10 swelling cumulus, tops 10-12000° occasionally 16-18000°, Rast
of 1000E. There vere nil middle clouds and 6-9/10 cirrus abeve 25000°
along entire route, Over the target there were 6-8/10 swelling cumulus
tops 10-12000°, occasionally 16-18000°, and 5-7/10 cirrus absve 25000°,
Vieibility was 20-30 miles downward in haze. The weather on the return
route was the reverce tf the reute to the target. Over the hases on
return there were 7-9/10 cirrus abave 250007, Visibility was 4-8 miles
in haze. Average winds enrsute were 350/25K and 350/30K in the target
area, ‘ 4

L, Plak: Nene enceuntered or pbserved.
5, Bembings
8o ~ Attecking: Jettisoning: Returning:

95 2nd P 29 A/C
348 x 500 GP

100 2nd P 29 A/C
348 x 500 GP

390 208 P 29 A/C - 1 A/C
335 > 500 GP 1 x 500 GP
10 leuflet centalners
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b. 134 (390)
Squadrons s A (784) B (660) C_(571)
Taprget: 2nd P 2nd P 2nd P
AP Assigned Asalgned Assigned
A/C Releasing: 10 9 10
Bomb Load: 1z _x 500 GP 12 x 500 GP 12 x 500 GP
Method of Release Salve Salve Salve
Altitude: True: 19580° 19280° 18900°
Ind: 20300° 20000° 19500°
Briefed Track (24,0)
True Heading: 252 255 185
Drift: 10L 9L 51,
Trail Change: None / Nene Nesne
Tan, D.A, 59 } 615 62
Ground Speed: 202 210 240
Time of Release: 13073 1308 13203
C-1 Yes Yoa Yes
Pattern: Length: 9L0O? 1075° Smeke
widths 1165° 900° obacured
Errorsi Range} _2215°S 9208
Def: 300'R 285'R
Radial: 2280° 95Q°¢
Percent: 1000° 0 61
2000¢ 28 100
Lt o 6010 Eaj() Ejapt o]
Crewt AL: Von Ard Brown Maddren
~Cepto “Lt, It,
P Morris Babbitt Garlitz
1it. ngto sgto
TG3 Riole Elestrom 0°'Dennel
Lt, Lt, Lt.
N _Yary Stevensa Hoffman
Capto
AN3 Orvin
(Neo. of Lt., (19) Lt. (15) Lt, (6)
Leads) Bi Buck Guekes MoGrew
Lt. (20) Lt, (14) Lt. (6)
Misslens RN: Flepagan Greves MaCarthy

- b =
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Becauce of undercast conditiems over the lst prierity target all
Squedrons ia 13A, 13B, and 13C attacked the penetratien 2nd Prierity
target, : -

{1) Nerratfve: 39043 The R/N picited up the target at i5 miles.
Lfter the IP meaneuver, the R/N teck over and began te set up ceurse sa
a true heading of 240 degrees. The bombardler was olutohed ia at 8 miles
and rate checke ts 4 miles were oonpleated. Rate cheoks came sut gsed.
Bescause of existing weather conditions, the bembardlier was unable te giva
visuel assistance other than placing orsss hairs sn the target at bambs
avey .

PI: The bombs fellila fields and residences 2280°

ghiort of the assizned MPI. No damage was inflicted en the target.

390P: The R/N picked up the target im the scepe at 45 miles
and proceeded to set up course on sn initiml true heading of 2,6 degress.
The bombardier was clutched in et 8 ailes and rate ohecks threugh te
i miles were made and came sut good. 15 seconds prier te the BRL, the
bombardier waa able to pick up the target viasually and made as many
corrections as was posaible. Cther then thia the bemberdier was unable
to give visual esssistanoe bscause of exiating weather cenditiens. .

PIt Most of the bembs fell im a fully dbuilteup

rasidential-factery area adjacent te the M/Y ea the Nerth. There were L-5
direct hits on 2 large 8heds- mnd 4 hita sn the three tracks and sidings
by the sheds, which were loaded with goeds wagems. The baabs from sne
4/C that relsased late feoll 600' beyond the prttern sm the Seuth side of
the ¥/Y in a factery area, One bomb fell en goeds wagems im the sidings
on the seuth aide, '

390C: A secsnd run was nescessary as the bamdbardier discesversd
that bembs would miss the target censiderably if the attaok was cempleted
on the first appreach whioh was made by H2X, Initiating the secomd rum
o2 a true heading of 183 degrees, the bsmbardier tosk over and preceesded
te set up ocourse by pim point pllotage. Shertly befsre bembs away, the
bombardier picked up the terget and began synohreomizatiea with 1l minute
te the BRL. Because smike obacured the MPI the bambardler empleyed the
het plate ts help dlsoern assigned MPI., Syachreaisation at bexbdbs away
appsared to be falr, - . - ‘ ,

' Ko sazistance frem H2X was givea sn the sedond bemd rua.

PIt The bembs fell frem 2000' te 2700' left of the

‘assigned MPI. Smeke obscures all but adbsut 6 bursts, which appear at the
edge 9f the amoke adjmoent teo the traoks on the seuth,

(2) Bembing Melfunctiona: ;
390A1 A/C 8681 defeotive shackle.

+

-5*
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c. 138 (95)
Sguadronss A (8210) B (8782) C (8754)
Target: 2nd P 2nd P 2nd P
AcPo Asslgned Assizned Assigzned
A/C Releasing: 9 10 10
Bomb Load: 12 x 500 GP 12 x 500 GP 12 x 500 GP
Method of Re)eanse: Minimum Minimum Minimum
Altitude: True: 19500°* 20100°* 18630
Ind: 20000° 20500° 19500°
Briefed Traok: (240) B .
True Heading: 263 R32° - 244
Drift: 7L 8L 8L
Trall Change: None None None
Ground Speed: 215 225 212
Tar . D.A, 254 258 o551
Time of Release: 13113 1347 13113
C=1 Yes Yoas Yos
/ \ Partially
Pattern: Length: _Smoke 1365 Smeke
Width: Obuourcg 1025° sbscured
~Errors:  Range: | 855°S
"~ Def: 1200°L
Radial; 1745°
Percent: 1000° 27
2000°* 8
' F&pt ° apfu Tt G
Crew: AL Brittingham Greer Stenborsugh
1t, o ~ Lt.
P Teyloer Schulz Turbevich
it. ~Sgt, ~ Set,
TG Murray Shultz iillard
. it it
N: Arterburn Enight Greaham
Mal.
: AN Magnasas
(No of t. (%) Lt. (%) Lt. (2)
Leads) Bi Carter _Sullivan Skelnick
: 1Lt. (26) Lt. (22 0 )
Missiong RN: Webber Feelsy Durgen
- 6 -
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(1) Narrative: 95A: The R/N identified the target in the scepe
et 40 miles. After the IP maneuver the R/N took over and initlated the
attack on & true headigg of 330 degrees., The bombardier was clutched in
at 70 degrees and rate checks of 65 and 60 degiees were made all of whioh
were 2o0d. 1 minute from the BRL, the bombardier waas able tes pick up the
target visually and procerded to synghreonize. At bembs away syrchrenizatien
appeared te be geed. : .
PI: The boubs fell 20007 shert of the assigned MPI,
but on the cheke paint at the E emd of the ¥/Y. Smoke over the target,
which obacures about i of the pettern, preventa the measurement of bembing
errors and the pattern, Photographe takea by 95B reveai that all sf the
tracks leaving the yards were cut (8 craters are visible), and considerable
damege was inflicted on the yaré itself juast weet of the round heuse where
many destroyed & damaged goods wagons were strewn -ever the tracks,
Accordlinz to H2X photo~interpretation, the bombfall wa:s @ppreximately 2500°
8 of the.MPI, : 4

953: On the first run, which was made by H2X, the bombardlier
discovered that course wus off at the BRL. A second ruam, consequently was
made, The R/N was unable to pick up the target on the second attack. The
bombardier took over and proceeded to make ceurse geod by pin peint
pllotage, beginning the attack on a true heading of 355 degrees. One
minute from the BRL he plcked up the target and began synchronizatienm.

At bombe away synchronizatisn sppeared to be good, -
‘ PI: The bomba fell 1470' left and short sf the asaigned
¥PI. There were abput 10 hits on the tracks in the oenter of the M/Y,
sne on the tracks leadiyg easst freom 1t, and 3 en ths round heuse,
Acogrding te H2X phete-~interpretation, the bombfall was appreximately
5300' NE of the MPI. \

950t The R/N picked up the target at 4O milea, After the IP
maneuver the R/N initlated the ceurse sm a true heading ef 2,7 degrees.
The bembardier preceeded with pilatage te make cpurse gesd. 14 minutes
frem the BRL he pioked up the target visually and begen tes synohronize.
Beocause of smoke sbascuring the assigned MPI, the bombardier synchronized
anort and then pesiticned the oress hairs en the smeke at the BRL.
Synchronizatien appeared te be geed at bombs away.

« PI: All except approximately 6 bambs are smeke sbscured.

‘These ere apparent in fields at the edge of the smOke thet covers the
remainins bambs 15009~2000° left & shert of the MPI. Accerding te H2X
photo-interpretation the bombfall was approximately 8000° ENE of the MPI.

(2) Bombing Malfunetiens: .
954: A/C 6902: rack melfunction,

-7-
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- &, 13c (100)

Squadronas A (79L) B (824) ¢ _(776)
Targzet: 2nd P 2nd P 2nd P
AP, : Asglgned Asslined Assigned
A/C Releasing: 9 10 10
Bomb Loead: 12 x 500 GP 12 x 500 GP 12 x 500 GP
Method of Release: Salvo "‘ Salvo Salve
Altitude: True: 19600° - 20000 19200°
Ind: ___ 20000' 20500 19500
Briefed Track {240) |
True Headlng: 250 ﬁ241 251
Drift: 6L L 10L
Treil Change: Plus 8 Plus 9 Plus 8
Ground Speed: 212 215 _220
Two DcAo 052 L59 055 ’
Time of Release: 1314 1348 13143
Cel Yes Not used Yeos
Pattern: Length: 1000 1135 1025
width: 1175* 810' ' 785!
Errors: Range: ' 75018 0
Def: 530'R "300°'L
Redial: 1,360 975! 300°
Percent: 1000’ 0 ~ 50 -100
2000¢ 0 95 100
ilaTo ito
Crew: AL: Staples Gunn
: Lt, Lt. Lt,
Ps Ellis Wofford Evans
Lt, Sgt. Sgto
IG3 Beisser Urice Wassen
Lt. Lt, Lt
N Peiffer Frumin Fenton
o Lt,
AN: Crott
(No of Capt, (11) 1t. (6) It (2)
Leads) B Grueschow Paterne _Garvan
TLt. (25 Lt. (18) It. (2)
i“issions RN: Turaer Wellsa Ellers
-8 -
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(1) Nerrative: 100A: The R/N identified the target at 36 miles.
After the IP meneuver, the R/N took over and proceeded to aet up osurse,
initiating the run #n e trus heading of 255 degrees, The bombardier
was clutched in &t 9 miles and rate checka of 8 aud 7 miles wers made.
After the 7 mile Géhesk, the bombardier waas able te plok up the terget
visually and placed the creaa halra on what he belleved was the “MPI.
Bécausi of weather conditions this was all the visual assistance
 58ible, .
? : PI: The bombs fell in rieids 4360' left and over the
easizned ¥FPI, ,

100B: 4 second run was made pn the 2nd Prierity target '
becanse the bombardier was not satisfied with synochronizatien on the
first attack,

Initieting the second approach an a true heading of 244
degrees, the R/N proceeded t®s set up csurse by H2X techanique, The bomberdi
was clutohed in at 9 miles and rate checks of 8 and 7 miles were made.
Shortly before bomba away, the bombardier was able to make visual adjuste
mente, Prop wash unleveled the gyro a few seconds frem the BRL, which
the bombardier releveled lmmediately. Traffie interference was ex~
perisnced on the bemb run from Groups of B-24's bembing a target in the
vieinity of the 2nd priority.

‘ C-1 asuto pilot became insperative on the bomb run.
The run wes oolpleted en FPDI.

All vombardiera in 13C added 8 to 9 mils of trail
to center the bemb pattern sn the MPI,

PI: /pproximately 8-10 bombs fell en the ¥/Y arsund
the esslgnea MPI, The remaining cevered a factery area adjacent te the
¥/Y on the south. An explesion scourred in the buildimg that C Squadrea
had previpusiy left buraing.

: 1000s After the I¥ maneuver, the R/N picked up the target

at 35 milea and prucesded to set up course by H2X teochmlque, initiating
the run en a true heading of 2.9 degreea., The bombardier was clutched
in at 9 miles and rate checks of 8 and 7 miles were made, L0 seconds
from the BRL, the bembardier vwaa able te plck up the target and aynohron-
ize, At bombs awey, synchronizatien appeasred to Le good, Trarfio lnter-
ference was experienced on the bomb run from Greups of B-2,'s bombing
a target in the vioinity of the 2nd prierity.

PIt The MPI of the pattern was appreximately 1000?
shert of the assigned MPI. A heavy ooncentration of bombs fell on the
center of the M/Y. Two bomba fell ameng Geods Wagons in the sidings
near the KPI, and osne bemb fell on a factory bullding, Later pilctures
show this bullding en fire. Smoke over the M/Y prevents any F1!
agssessment of damage 1nflicted on the tracks, but all of them were un-
 doubtedly cut in several places, Two A/C released late, and the bembs
from one fell about 40O' from the mein patiern, while these from the
other fell about 2000' beyondi. Accordiag te H2X phote-interpretatien,
the bombfall was appreximately 1300' SW of the MPI,

(2) Bembing Malfunotions:
100B: A/C 82&:1 C~-1 auts pilet inoperative,

-9 -
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6, Phetography: a. 95 1natallod 3 scope, 4 oblique, and & vertloal
cameras, all of which teek plectures. All H2X scepe phetes are
plottables, A/C 6902, #2 A/C lead element, A Squadren; K21 canera tesk
pictures sther than terget &area.

b, 100 installed 1 16 MM scspe, and 6 vertical cameras, all ef which
tosk plotures. There were no eblique cameras on this mlission., H2X
socpe phetos are plettabdle,

¢o 390 inatalled 3 scepe, 3 eblique, and 7 vertical cameras, all ef
whioch tosk pioctures, Ne H2X sceps photos ars plottabls because of toee
high brilllance, teoc many ground roturne, and viewsr windew being epen.

7. Communications: a. VHF (1) Communications on channel A (790)
were very good due te excellent disoip]ineo Wing Leader contacted twe
Group leaders at will,

(2) Wing Leader sent control point timings to 3D Division greund
ststion., Weather waa received from Scouting Foree and communicationas
with other Wing lesders in the bomber stream on channel B (809) were
satiafactery. .

(3) 390 Leader cosuld not contact fighters on ehenmel C (701)
or (782) but Squadron leaders in this Greup had geed fighter cemtast, 95
and 100 beth had radic and visual centact with rightor suppert.

(L) Ne distress tranamliasions were made.

b, WYT (1)
134 CPL P2 OP3  TGT
Flight Plan0930 1005 1201 1318
ATA 10929 1003 1206 1307
TOD 0956 1010 1211 1312
390 A2 B 5 1307 - 1312 95 A1 A1 1310 - 1333
B242 1308 - 1320 B32A3 1348 - 1409
GRAS 1320 - 1350 G242 1311 - 1503
100 A 2B 4 1314 - 1345
B1A3 1348 - 1510
° 2K 13 - 150

6. ROM (1) There was one Carpet I failure i the Wing,
Heavient jamming took place between 510 and 570 megacyocles., Strong

signals were received from Wurzburg stations in ths target a. Most
atationlvlhirtod frequenrnies a few megacycles, Some shut d. a completely,"

(2).. No chaff was discharged.
By Command of Brigadler General HUGLIN:

&‘ ?Lw(ia-—'f {1 ’i /J ﬂf e)[

)

ERNEST A, KIESSLING,
Lt, Col., Alir Corps,
Directer of Tralning & Analysis

- 10 -
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15T COMBAT BOMB WING (H) *  STRAUBING, GNRMANY mmn.im

NOTRS 'ﬂae ttems of 3906 and 950 were ebamn'cd by gmoke of previous '
9688 pattern was obsoured,, '

All ﬂquadrons ‘attacked the second priwity mgoto

»

/00 GRoup.

(44 Sqols Gak-vis) —F Sgin.

RF~ 134,285 .+

s Geoo_e i
Rt Sqens (WK

fF.“‘ !.‘85, 428
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13TH COMBAT BOMB WING (H) smmamer OERMANY 18 APRIL 1945

NOTEB: The patterns of 3900 and 950 were obsoured by dmoke of previous
: bombxnga ,95B%a pattern was pamtially obscursd,

)

All ﬂquadrons attacked the second priority targe'ha

\
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\
( 100 GRoup. .
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CONTIDu AL

21 APR 1945
IIITDIATE I'TRPRETAVION REPORT IF@. K. 4317
LOCALITY: STRAUBING /Y
, . (052091 on I11, Fo. 3{k)82/1) _
PERIOD CCVIIED: Up to 1550 T hours on 20 AFP. 1945, 7 ﬂ/ f c/
H“lr1\CT{S )
, '~ Date © o S.4. Renorted Teather -
U.S. 8th AIR TORCE 1¢ ZPR 1945 3599 Clear

PROVIS IO, STATEITNT O DATLCE:

As a resull of the attack by aircraft of U,S. &th AIR FORCT on 18 APR 1945 .
the marshalling ward 1s sovoraly kugq\roa and le ~rclv unserviceable and protatly
complciely out of vso at the tine of cover, 411 % cks including through running
lines arc cut and tiers is soverc deiage o the rDVﬁd house, statieon, gonds shods
and sidin~s, 4 luf anovns of loilazg stock has bheen damagcd, de;u“nvﬂd, or de~
railed, '

Dotails of daace
FLCITIVIES

Round homnusc

90 ungscriiccehlae, “he round house is 2/3
o

demtroyed, Structvrél members are seen
danaged and cravers are vigihle in floor, -

Turntakle

& necar niss appcars to have warped the
turntable well,

TED DA LI‘“CI IUIES
Passenger Statinn

505 tnserviecable., I-st half of all plat-
forms destroved, Roof lights in station
shed tlown,

80% unscrviceatle, Smell arca of large
tuilding destrryed, TWracks in front of
building ripred up,

Goods Depot

LOCOLCTIVE AlID ROLLING STOCE

A large number of both goods wagons and passenger cars have been destroyed or
damaged,

THROUCH BUITILIG LUE

100¢. umservicealle, All lines through the target are cut,

1/Y SIDIIGS 100¢" wmserviceatlo
Svorage Sidings

t

All tracks avpecar to havo been cut,

A1l tracks have heen cut at both ends and
in the center,

QTHER u:‘k:‘ GE ‘ ‘-

AN

Sorting Sidings

An undorpass bencath the sidings appcars to have heen broached in several placea;
Considerable business/residential damege is visible,
None visiltle,

LOADING ' .

Heavy -~ e, .
(Prints: 4122-3)

This roport is subjcct to correction and ampllvication fronm a more
dOG“llOd asscssment,

/PHOTOGR.PHS TAKEN



INTERPRETATION REPORT S.4. 3599

ATTACK ON STRAUBING RaIl FACILITIES OW 18 APR 1945

1., INFORMATION RECEIVED ON THE ATTACK

() No. of aireraft s 174, with full fighter escort.
(b) Command ¢ U.S. 8TH AIR FORBE.
(¢) Time s 1307 - 1349B hours.,
(d) Bombs 3 1923 X 500 1lb. GePs
135 X 500 1b,. I.Ea

2, DETAILS OF THE ATTxCK

() Concentrations totalling more than 800 bursts blanket the central and
Bastern sections of the marshalling yard and adjacent areas. On latu
cover the main sidings and repair facilities appear to be severely
damaged and all through rumning lines are probably cut. Numerous small
warchouse type buildings have been dumaged or destroyeds. One large
explosion is seen just South of the yard and onc factory type building
approximately 1% miles South is seen buriing throughout the attack.
Smoke from carly bursts nukes pin-pointing of many bursts impossible.

(b) Bursts are seen on the rail facilities us follows;
Roundhouse ¢« one necar hit.
Main sidings - s blanketed by ut least 50 hits among wagons.
Through running lines : received at least 20 hits and many near hits.
nail over road bridge 3 threc ncar hits,
kepair facilities and
shops s blanketed by bursts,
(c) OTHER BURSTS

(1) Concentrations totalling at least 600 bursts blanket business/}esi-
dential arcas to the North and South of the marshalling yard scoring
meny hits on buildings and roads,

One explosion is seon among storage type buildings just South of
the yard.

(11) A4 group of at least 40 bursts is scen approximately 1- miles South
of the yard. At least 20 bursts have hit among soveral factory
type buildings scoring probable hits, One building is burning
throughout the attack.

(14i) a string of 20 bursts is visible in a built-up arva approximately
1. . .
5 mile South of the yard.

3s ACTIVITY
The sidings appear to be moderately loaded.
4. ANNOTATED PRINTs None to be issued.
9. BOMB PLOTs A bomb plot has been prepared and will be distributed,
6« 'PHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVED
SAV 95/1782-90 18 APR 1945, 1310B hrs. 1/33,500 (F.L. 7") 19,500' 14"

" 96/1134-36 " 13498 " 1/19,750 (F.L.12") 19,750t ™
" 100/1612,14,16 13148 " 1/34,000 (F,L. 7") "
" 288/1218,20,21 " 1320B " 1/19,750 ¢ " "
" 452/1254,55,568 " 13248 " 1/20,000 (F.L.12") 20j000t "
" 390/1719-21 LA 13078 " 1/33,500 (F.L. 7") 19,500t ™
QONFIDENTIAL. . DISTRIBUTION NO. 11C

A.C.I.U.

5 .
E B/CAS/FR 43 COPIES
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HEADUQARTERS
NINETY PIPFTH BOMBANDMENT GROUP (H) Bel=20
Office of the Operations Officer

3 APG 859,
E o 18 April 1846,
> J %{ | SUBJECT: Lead Crews Flying.
= DO : - :
.’5' ;‘ g 10 s Commending Officer, 98th Bomb Group (i), APO 559, U.8. Army.
n :l N -
é -;)\ = 95 “A" SQUADROR
< | , :
= » Z 'l
a g / ;\ i Air lLeader = Capte Brittingham
il  Pilot ‘ - 1st Lt. Taylor
< Ml CoePilot « lat Lt. Hurray
= Command Yavigator - Haj. Magness
¥avigator - 1st Lt. Arterburn
Bombardier « 15t Lt. Carter

Radar Wavigator « lat Lb. Webber

$5 "B" SQUADRON

Alr Leader - Capte Greer

- Pilot -~ lst Lt. Schuls
Ravigator < -~ 2nd Lt. Knight
Bombardier ~ 2nd Lt. Sulliven

Radar Wavigator = 2nd L. Feeley

85 "o" SOUADRON

_Adr Leadér . = lst Lt. Stanborough

- Pilot = 2nd Lt. Trbovich
Havigater - « 2nd Lt. Gresham
Bombardisr - 2nd Lt. Skelnik

. Redar Navigator - F/0 Durgin

LARRY L, KERR,
Hsjor, Air Corps,
- Asst. Operations Officer.



HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARIMENT GROUP (H)
Offioe of the Intelligence Officer

18 April 1945

SUBJECTs S«2 Report for the mission to Straubing, Germany on above datees
T0 ¢ Commending Offiser, 95th Bomb Group (H), APO 559

le The Mission « The 95th Group flew as 13B Combat Group to attack a
railwey marshalling yard at Tabor, Chechoslovakia, However because of weather
conditions the first priority target was abandonede The second priority target
the Straubing M/Y was attacked on the penetration route by all three squadrons
visuallye 95B due to & clousd over target was forced to meke a second run on
the target before releasing bambs,

96A - Bight A/C plus one PFF took off and formed the lead squadrone
All A/C bombed the second priority targets A/C 6902 could only drop seven
bombs on the 95A run so they made a second run over the target flying with 95B
and dropped the remaining five bombse

96B = Nine A/C plus one PFF took off and formed the high squadrone
All A/C bombed the second priority targete '

95C « Nine A/C plus one PFF took off and formed the low squadrone
All A/C bombed the second priority targets

2e For further infommation reference is suggested to the Operational
Narrative teletype of the Intelligence Sectione

For the Intelligence Officer:

e

FRANCIS X. PIERCE,
1st Lte., Air Corps,
Ags't, S=2 Officers



NINLTY FIFTH DOMBARMMINT GROW (M)
Office of the Intsllijence Officer

. 18 April 1845

SUBJTCTs Bed Report for the nission to Straubing, Ceramny on above date.
T0 t Commanding Officer, 96th Bomb Group (H), APO 589.

le 7%The liission « The 95th Group flow as 138 Combut ‘roup to attack &
railvay marshalling yard st Tabor, Ohechoslovakia, However beciuse of weather
oonditions the first prierity taryut was sbandoned. The second priority target
the Btraubing M/Y was attacked on the pemetration route by all three squadrons
visunlly. O8B dus to & clousd over tar et was forcad to make a seoond run on
the target before rele sing bombs,

98A - Eipht A/C plus one PFP took off and formed the land squadron.
All A/C bombea the second priority target. A/C 8902 could only drop seven
bombe on the 954 run s0 thay muie « second run ovwr the target flyin; with 968
and dropped the ramaining five bomba.

958 « Hine 4/C plus one PFF took off and formsd the mg;n squadron.
411 4/C bembed the second priority terget.

98C « ¥ine A/C plus one PFF took off and formed the low squa.ron.
All A/C bonbed the second priority taryet.

2. Poar further infopmation ref'erence is suy ested to the Uperatiomml
farrutive talstype of the lntelligemce Beotiun.

Yor the Intelligence Off'lour:

PRARCIS X, PIERCE,
1st Lt., Alir Corps,
Ane’te §e2 Offiomr.
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NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUF (H)
Office of the Engineering Officer
APO 559

oy bt =
SIRJIROT

SUBJBECT: Engineerin

L1

g Report on Combat Ifission of 20 April 1945.

r3

T0 : Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), Attention:
Cperations Off'icer.

1. The following information is submitted concerning combat mission
of 20 April 1945,

a., Thirty-five (35) B-17 aircraft took-off as scheduled.
b, Thirty-three (33) B-17-aircrait returned to base after completion
of combat mission.

2. There were two (2) abortions.

a, 8317 -~ Engine failure

b. 8441 - Supsrcharger failure

3. There was no battle damage.

Lk

DORALD H, DONLIN
Capt., Alr Corps
Gp Engineering O



e 'SECREL

HEADQULRTERS HTGIIH ATR FORCE :SHCRTF -

v -es o0 Se 9 ee oo

_ AAF _uTuTI’?’\I;.,‘,Ql B $By Autnor:\.ty Of
: | LPO '63&-‘ e apLa G, , Bighth .:Lr Force
) o‘.."lbulals oofao.’ﬁou’oo
INTOPS bUMNARY’NO, 3“3 ’.Date L Apr11,19h5

occ:o TN EZETEE
o-ootuoooo R EEEREERIN I
-

PERIOD: - 0001 hours 18 Apx'il to 2400 ‘hoursa 18 Aprll 1945

he SEI‘A_'I‘ISTIGS

Total Effectivé o losses

Sarties  Sorties - Tonnage G‘m"ns F{’A ALTOE "‘oy_amls NYR -
Heavy Bomber Atks. 767 761 20814 00-0 0 3 0O 31
Pighter Bscort (o) . 76k 736 0N 4064 0 20 2 6
: » '12-0-8 G o
Fighter Sweaps 0 0 0 000 0 00 0 O
Fighter Bombing ©o° o0 0o 000 000 O O
Photo Redon, . .33 - 29 0 0m0-0© 0 0" 0 0 1%
Weather Reoon, - A 3% 0 " 0m0=0 000 0 0 0
Ar/Sea Resoue 21 21 0 0-0-0 0 00 0 0
Spég;ial ‘Operﬁ.ati'oxylé o L7 ”_L',.g - "0 o (.)"-O.’.ov o 9_ 000 )
o Totals . 1666 ,,716é7‘_ 2081.# (b) 4064 0 50 5 '8
- A -8 T

3 Includes two, groups (103 P-Bls) supportmg Ninth A:u' ,‘F‘orca mediwns.
b t/e Jets . ’

B. OPERATIOI\IAL smwm
1. Bomber Attacka

767 a/c (571 B-—l?s, 196 B-Ql;.s) fronm ’chx-ee Lir: Da.vis::.ons sortiecl in foum
farces agdinst thece M/Ys and RR facilitics in western Czechoslovakia (four tare
gets); threec M/Ys and transformer stations, and two RR bridges and junctions in
SE Bavaria (six targets), 761 a/o dropped 2081.4 tons (2047.6 tons GP, 33.8 tons
IB) on six first priarity end three second priority tergets. The latter were at-
tacked on advice of weather scouts., Bombing visual with some H2X assistanco,
Woather: generally 3/10~8/10 with good visibility through broaks, in most cases,
E/L Opposition: only o/a attack was made by an Me=262 against a stragglmg B~17
of the last group in the seoond farce attacking Kolin. E/a made a single pass as
IP was reached, causing major damage to bhomber, Claims: nil, Losses: 3 B-17s to
Ao NYR: 1 Bw24, believed safe on Continent,
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SECR'ET

F:Lrst Force

Six group fqrmatlons (1714. B-l « 3prd Au' DlVlS" on) sorticd against M/Ys
at Budweis and Tabar in western Crechosloval cda, south of Pragus., 174 a/c dropped
514.,6 tons (48048 tons GP, 33.8 tons IB) on qmaub:mg M/Y - second priority target.
Bombing visual and in a few cases by H2X with visual assists, Straubing bombed
on advice of weather scouts. ILeaflets dropped on Straubing. Weather: 4/10-8/10,

with breaks, Plak: nil at Straubing, Battle Damage:- nila /A Opposition: nil.
Claims; nil. ILoasgs: nil, NYR: nil,

Fightor Suppart: Two groups (99 P-5ls) sortied, Up 1010~10 hours;
down 16L4Ww-15639 hours, 99 cffeciive so"ties. T/A W_po..-:t org uil, Claims: nil,
Losses: nil, NIR: nil. o

Details of bomber attacks as follawss

Assigned Targets  Sorties EFP, Sortics : frcmzag-e' : Béysults‘”
Budweis M/Y | 87 Not Attacked

Tebor M/Y 87 No*' Abtacked S

Straubing M/ (second priority) ife 480,8  33.8 Very Good

Totals 1 174 480.8 33,8

Second Forée

Four groups (121 B-l?s - 3rd Air Division) sorticd against M/Y at Kolin,
E=~SE of Prague. 119 a/c drcpped 352.1 tons GP on Kovin M/Y, Pilzen M/Y (second
priority terget) and Passau M/Y ( a/ c) at 1307-1411 hours from 18,000-22,500 feet,
Bombing visual, Weather: 4/10-6/10, with breaks, at Kolin. Flak: moderate to in-
tense, accurate at Pilzen, Battle Damage' 7 minor, 10 major, 1 cat, "B", E/A
Opposition: enc Me~262 made a single ya.ss on a straggling B-17 at the IP for Kolin
target (LOLLN-1506E), resulting in gejor aumgo to tha B~17s- _Chlms. nile " .
Tosses: nil, NYR: nil, a

Pighter Support: Three groups (160 P—515) sortied, Up 1000~1027 hours;
down 1625-1645 hours, 157 effective sortics, E/A Opposition: oms Arado 234
destroyed south of Regensburg and one Me~262 damaged west of Prague; one Me~262
destroyed and three damaged over Prague/Ruzyne A/“ 6~10 additional Me~262s seen
in Prague arca, Claims: 3-O-h air, Iosses: 1 P-51 to AA, over Pragtm/Ruzyne A/F
NYR: nil. o

Details of bomber atta’éks as follows:

g

tta
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Assignod fergote Sortics © ~8£fL Sortics Ponnage Results
mﬂulh& Ve TR ey T 970 e 2873 [Good -

Pilzen M/Y (socond priori y) o 21 61,8 Tair

Qther Targeth

Totals - 121 119+ . 352.1

Third Farce

Twenty-one Squadron formhons (196 B-2hs' = 204 Adr Divn,s1on) sor'bn.ed
agalnst a RR bridge ard Junction and MY 2l Passau in castern Bavaria (on Aust-
rian border, E-NF of Mumick., RR bridge and Jusniion ab Zwiesel (north of Passau,
near the Czechcslovakian berder), and RR facilivics at Klatovy in western Czecho-
slovakia., 194 a/c dropped 434.3 tons GP m Pessaa RR bridge and Junction and
Passau M/Y at 135-7406 hours from i ,ui)O« 19.530 teet.  Bombing visual, All-at-
tacked Passau on edvice of weather GOULE. Teafieks dropped on Fassau. Weather:
gencrally 4/10-7/10 over Pac;bau5 with breaks, Wilaks; nil,  Bobtle Damage: nil.
E/A Opposition: nil. Cla:l.ms* nil. Losses: nil, NYR: 1 B-’-224;, beliéved s’éife on
Cont:.n@nt. o ‘ L ' ; .

F.whter Suppo~ Fwe groups ("98 Pv51s. 5L, P-»l+7s - 252 a/c) sorfg.ed. .
Up 1035-- L;.6 hours; d.o'r» LENI=1757 Louwrs. 240 offechive sorticse. E/A Oppos:.t;xon.
nil,  Onc group sirafcd A/Fe :% Ingolstedt, O'Lt:mg'en, Deiningen and, Muhldorf.
Gla:Lms. 12-0-8 g,z’c.:u:ac'i.° Tossess 1 Pv»5" 10 Ads NiRi 3 P—Bls, be...:l,eved safe on :
Oonta.nent, - i . _ . ) G e

.Details of bomber atiacks as follows:

Asgigned Targets Sorties Lo Sorﬁe's _'J;‘g‘_n_r_:@_gg_' o Results
) , ST Tee rem—
Risseu /Y = 53 Dugk 372,35  Very Good
Passeu RR Bridge & Junchion - 28 28 62,0 ‘Fair
Zwiosel RR Bridge & Junction 57 _ Net abuecked : o e
Klatovy RR Facilitics 58 Now Atiacked '
Totals : 196 % TR S

Fourth Farce

Bight group formations (276 B~17s =~ 1s% Air DlVluiOIl) sorta.ed o.ga:l.ns’c
M/Y and transformer statiops at Trrunsgicn an‘ Rosenn-:un, SE of Munich. 274 a/c
dropped 730,4 tons GP on ail tires {irst peiosity tagets and on Freising M/Y,
the sccond pr:u.or:.ty target, at 1351557 hours iwom 17,100-18,700 fect. Bonbing
visual and in a few cases by H2X m.'c‘q v:x.sual ‘aslists. leaflets dropped on Rosen-
heim and Freising, Weather: 3/10-5/10, with bucaks, at Rosenheim; 5/10-10/10,
with breaks, at Traunstein. Flak: meagor ghd accurate at Traumstein and Freising;
meager, generally inaccurate at Rosenheim, Battle Damage: 21 minar, 4 major, E/A
Opposition: nil, Olaims: nil. Losses; 3 B~17s to AA. NYR: nil,

- SECREL
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Fighter ‘S.uppwt: | Thre‘ev g,ro&ps (150 P=~51s) sortied, Up 1110-11@5‘ Ehours;
dovm 1730-1745 hours, 139 effective sorties. E/A Qppositions nil, Olaims: nil,
TLosses: nil, NYR: ‘5' P-5ls, believed safe on Qonbinent, S

Details of bomber attacks as followss

Assioned Torgets " Sorties BEff, Sorties Tonnage Results

Traunstein Transfopmer Sto. 60 " -9 20,0 " Very Good

Traunatein M/Y ' 68 56 o 179.7 Very Good

Rosenheim M/Y & Transf. Sta. 148 1,8 - L431,2 Good

Froising M/Y (sccond priorify) ___ 61 0.5 - Yery Good
Totals e 2 780,4

2, Fighter Beoort S
h '_76#- a/c (710 Pebls, 54 P=i7s) sortied as f011mv§:
Support to Dighth Alr Forco |

, Thirteen groups (607 P-51s, 5l P=47s = 661 a/o) sortied in support of
threc bomber forces. Up 1000-1145 hours; down 1614~1755 hours. 635 effective
sarties. E/A Oppositiony 1 AR-23k destroyed south of Regensburg, 1 Me»262 dame
aged in running cambat west of Praguc, 6=8 Me-262s attacked over Preguc/Ruzyne
A/F, An additional 6-10 Mo-262s sighted in Prague arca, Conventional s/e and
t/e ofa strafed on A/Fs at Ingolstedt, Ottingen, Deiningen and Muhldorf. ~Claims:
3w0=} t/o jets, air; 12-0-8 ground, Losses: 2 P=5ls to AL, NYR: 6 P=5ls, be-
lieved safe on Conyinent, o ' |

 Suppart to Ninth Alr Foroo

- Two groups (103 P~51ls) sartied in support of Ninth Air Force medium
bambers attacking target at LBLIN-11058, 101 effective sorties, E/A Opposition:
1 AR=23l destroyed 12 miles S~8W of Donauworth; 4 Me~262s engaged while fthey were
attacking the bombars in target area, and two of the jets damaged., Claims: :
1-0-2 t/e jets, air, Losses: nil, NYRs nil, |

34 Fighter Sweep_é
Nil.

b gi_._ghter Bombing

o

I
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5. Photo Reconnaissance

33 a/c (13 F=5s3, 3 Mosqu:.toes, 17 P~5ls) sdz"bied as’ folltms' g

13 F=5s on mapping missions over eentral Germiny, Il a/c suc.cessful.
3 Mosquitoes on night photography; 2 in Ijmiiden area and one on ex=-

per:.mantal navigation £light with a/c landing at San Severo, Itely. !
17 P~51s as escort to four PRU mj.aﬁims. 3,5 effect:we. 1 ‘afc NIR,

A

"-lossess nil.

6, Westher Reoonmiasance '
- 34 afo (4 Bel7s, 3 Mosqui'boes s 27 P—Bls) sortied as follws:
' ) 27 P-51s as waa.ther sqouts far bomber f‘oapoes, -
2 B-17s completed Weather reconnaissance over sea NW of mnds End,
7 2 B=17s on routing raconnajssance to end from Azores.
3 Mosqu:n.toas on weather reaonnaﬁ.ssame over Germany, Dexmxark, U.Ks and
4 I&ossesi mi,
«  Adr/Sea Rescue

21 /o (12 P75, b P-sls, A Catalinas, 1 }3«17) sartied, One inoident.
No losses. ' '

@eoml 0perationﬁ o

47 a/c (36 B24s, 6 P-SILS, 3 B—l‘]s, 2 Mosq_un.toes) scrt:.ed as follows' .

L Ngg *-'Z{lSAEl ,
20 B=2hs én’ supply drop;ping mis.a;;.on. 19 Suébessful, : L
10 B=24s dvopped leaflats on Germany, Holland, and France,
2 a/c (1 B=17, 1 Bw24) on radar reconnaissance. Radar soope photos
taken of Ruhland, Icafle’cs dropped on Ru}ﬂ.and and W:.t't:enberg. v

Dgy - 18 mril

"9 a/c (6 P-5ls, 2 B-»l?s, 1 5—224.) as radio rela B AR

4 B=2hs an VHP soreen covering assembly Of Eighth Adr Parce bombeps,
dam:mg from 0658-1030 hours. 4

2 MO‘ch_ultoes on special operatn.ons for 1st and §rc1 Adr Divisn.ons.

Iossas; nil,
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" 3. Observations

Approximately 30 e/a dispersed in woods Manching A/F (L8l3N=1130E),
25 - 36 e/a larger than conventional fighters Eger £/F (5005M-1225E),
20 e/a on Ingolstadt A/F (L&L2N-1130F), - ' . :
A/F at 18I9N-1157F vith approximately 25 s/e and one t/e a/c,

large number of freight cars Eisenmstein /Y (4908N-1313E),
100 ~ 150 freight cars Nordlingen M/Y (L851N-1030E),

150 ~ 200 freibht cars Donauworth M/Y (L8LLN-10L6E).
Heavy traffic in M/Y at Ingolstadt,

Yuch activity in M/Y seven miles south of Passau.

Heavy traffic in M/Y at Eichstatt. ,

L. Damage to Enemy Tnstallations

Pagsau M/Y - Very Good Results

o Sorﬁing sidings, holdire sidings and road-over-rail bridge are well
blanketed with bursts-and hits are-also scen on adjacent quay sidings.

Passau RR Bridge = Fair Results
v PoSsiblé‘direct hits on rail-oversriver bridge, Two well eoncentrated
patterns, R o ‘ : S v )

Straubing RR Facilitles = Very Good Results

"“Eighteen squadrons dropned 500 OP bombs in an exceptionally concentrated
pattern, about SL¥ of the bomhs falling in a 5000 foot circle scattered on the
-east énd of thé /Y, The rail lines have probably been put out of commission
by this attatk, Most of the handling and repair facilities anpear to be
severely hit, only the small roundhouse escaping, A nurbe? of storage=-type
“buildings south of the vard have been destroyed or damaged, one of them
producing a sizable explosion. The railsover-road bridge at the western end of
the yard is undamaged. N I ' E

Pilzen RR Center = Fair Results.'

Bombed by two squadrons with 500 1b, GP. One pattern is seen near the
storage sidings with possibly three or four bursts on or near the tracks. The
balance on épen or surburban area and the other pattern in the south surburbs
of the town, about one mile from the main yard.

Kolin M/Y - Good Results

Attacked by ten squadrons cérry%ng'SOO GP bombs. Cloud cover over part
of the yard makes interpretation difficulta. Tt is estimated that most of four
patterns center over the sidings which branch off from theccentral part of the



Gf.l

SECRET

yoerd and the adjacent tracks in the yard proper. Two other patterns fell near
and may have extended into the yard area. One pattern fell in the’ yﬁrd near

the passenger station at the NW'part. Another pattern fell just south of the
large locomotive or wagon repair shop and may have extended into the yard in
thils vicinity. One pattern fell one-helf mile south of tye yard and another
squadron which reported bombing this target fell intd. unidentlfied open country,
The yards were observed ta be moderatelj loaded.

Rosenheim N/Y and Trqnsformar Staticn - Good  Regults

Cloud from 0-6/10 density. covered target during the attack., Tt was
possible to plot eight complete and two.partial concentrations in‘and adjacent
to target. Main weight of bombs f%l] in vicinity ol engine sheds, passénger
station and transformer station, “irect hits on gtwerous insballations,
including rail-over-river bridge. o o

Traunstein M/Y and Transfovmer Station - Verv Good Results :

Through 2/10 to 5/10 density five conﬂentratlons ‘of GP bombs blanket
central portion of yard and adjaccfit area, The passenger station received .
many direct hits and was destroyed, as wese the two sheds in the goods depot
area. Severe damage to rail lines in yard with all through~tines cut in many-
places, Turntable south of station blanketed by bursts, Many goods cars
damaged or derailed, Qerious damage to business and residential areas near the
yards, One concentration immediately south’of transformer station, only slight
damage will result to the station; however, a number of small stations south
of target will be damaged or destroyed, ,

Fries;ng ¥/Y ~ Very Good Fesults,

Five concentrations GP bombs blanket small yard and unidentified
industrial installation along west edge of vyard, Severe damage will result in
passenger station and’ goods.depot area, All of the through-running lines will
be cut iIn many places, goods cars derailed and on fire, Industfial installetion
adjacent to passenger station will be wery severely damagéd, Three large
buildings and several small ones in this area will be either damaged. or
destroyed by blast and fire, Two wavehouse-type buildings along east side of
yard could be seen on fire at the end of the attack, .

{n
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5. Ground Act:w1ty

2lst Army Group ~ Canadian armor is moving through the bridgehead estab-

lished at W=1499 and infantry oleared Auween and
Apeldoorn, There are enemy pockets at U-4202 and 2-4392,

"~ but otherwise northeast Holland is clear of gnemy to
the Narth Sea, '

. British armor apd airborne troops by-pasaed Uelzen and
continue to advance towards Hampuwrg, Resistance in
Uelzen itself is stiff.

12th Army Group = Qrganized resistance in Rulr pocket is ended and the
: Ninth U.S. Army is oonszolidating its Elbe bridgehead

in vicinity D~9873~9975-9582~9387~8587, where several
eneny cowter-atiacks have been repulsed., The e
pocket of resistance in the Harz Mountains has been
encircled and is believed to include the ares Gusten~
Aschersleben<Harzgerode-Elbingerode~Mount Brocken,
though the exact perimeter is unknown, The First U.S.
Army is closing round Ieipzig and the Third Army is
closing up to the general line Bayreuth~Chemnitz with
a drive to the east in the direction of . Dresden,

6th Army Group « The Seventh U.S, Army is fighting in Nuremburg and has
: i also reached Altdorf,
The First Fronch Arny made a rapid advance southeast
from Strasbourg through Kehl to Nomnenburg and Tier-
garton. An a¢vance was also made khrough the Black
Farest to a point north of Preudenstadb. ‘

Western France =~ Advances have Eeen made both north and south of the
Girondo Rivar and there arc few enemy strong points
now romaining,

Iator Roports = Practically thc, whole of the ciby of Magdeburg has been
cleared, In tue Harz Mountains pocket the town of
Aschersjoben is now clear of the ememy, Third Army
troops capturcd two br:.dges :mtac'b at K-}Gh-?.
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1.

»§ayt;;e_s N 591 Bombers o

| OPERATTONS oF OTHPR ATR TORCES *
| Tactioal Ait Fércak e ‘ ‘:l | '
T , .prfSortieS~u;° Claims Tosses
O T R D S e R = R = . o
Nin‘bh Alr qucez ' Lo 1936 15,,1..2 A b
L. g }"i":g$f§;{'A;]'{ 22-0w13G - . ..
s *mrst us T.A.F, o s a g e Omm2 A 2
' Seoond T.A F, : Jl22e Bn0rL A S
’ e B L 25"‘0"1},10 : »/‘: S
. : -
1
‘ﬁ86r+ies*' . b
Olaims &.Lossea .3zlfﬁiim$§ ”UAnp .:”
Dy - 18 April L ’

5.1321 Fighters aﬁd Fighter~50mbers
1512 -

;3,, §fM;asiq@‘_‘_, , ;‘,9th Bormb - Di sion - 591 sorties, ;681.8 tons dropned

- ‘on Wouburg  O11 Storage Depot and on'¥/Ys at
B Falkenburg, Juterbag aﬂd Nbrdlingen.‘

T ' th TAC - ?5? govties Armed reeonnaissance and Air
cooperation missions in Firgt US Army ares; escort
to mediums, , IR

. 19th TAG - 72 softmes, Armed'rééonnaiSsance in |
Tlseh-Frague area; fighter sweeps in Dresdeanilsen
area,’ .
 29th TAC 29h sorties, Armed raconnaissance in
“"dvance of Ninth US Army and air sooneration missions
) withNinth US mey.

1
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B/l Claims .

 Tosses -

' Qluims & Iosses i‘g;74f
Day - 18 hpey

" Misstons

ED

SECE.

1
-

16m1«2 Air- 22~O~13 ground.

.8

Other.CiaimS‘ s o Destroved tﬁfIDéma ed

L RR Cars . ?97 ' m~~“‘_.h28,»
kmwwﬁm% *f- 25 . ke

L Highway Cuts :ﬂ’.x' 23, L
%i}i; \ h a/b (2 bembers, 2 fighters?
First Uq T~A955 ‘7'v ’ .}': “‘y‘f“t{i“ﬁg,zﬁ

‘n

o Might - 17/18 April BEE .

Sorties

i *if ‘ fq exoellent resuits. )

'”ijléﬁh TAE " - 557 sortieé. Pre-arranged cboperation
with deventh Us Army, ‘escort to mediums, alp

coozseration with Flrst French Army, -
First Fbench TAF Reporﬁ*not availabla.

o VR . 'Wéstern French Air quc@ " Report not avaiiéble;
CE/A Clatms ' oa.o..e A:Lrg 5-»0-.7 Grmmﬂ. ‘ R

bther Ciaims | s e ";? Destrozgd . iﬁamaged:'
e T T
. BR Cars . - B8 112
CBuildings - 205 - . 70
‘Rail Cuts SRS I :

- Losses r 2'a/e to.flakef

f?'f - 192 sorties, 1&3 tons dropped en
shussenred and Pisstissen, with gcod ‘
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3!f”uight “ 17/18 April

'.Sortiaa

Miséidﬁ |

Cyaims =

Mission = -

P

A

“ﬁ\A

[
’

Otherclaims

-

: i v :
4 6% Amed Reconpa.issance s
B Interc\eption Pa'trols e
9 a/c‘ ! g N

$~: :

rec“’

| 60 Medium %bﬁbe

f‘aissanc:g in Emden , Brem&n, Ham?mrg,
i Flensbhrg ané Weaterland areas,

515 Amed' ',Reao:&m:lssance s o \ ’
25‘2 Air quperation S i

- Yesults
“goopers:

- mQS*

0-0+L Airg 25~o~w Grownd.

’, e

Lgﬂr

o

 Rail Guta

f? 2 afols

o

%ic

s

TA

'}i:

‘,z 118 tons dropped .on Oldenburg bayracks *Nii.tﬁ’ good
&rmed’ reconnaissence over 'Germany, Alr

'bo Fmt Caxméian and 5enond Bri'biah

L

nestrgzg g ‘Dameged
30 er6

Cooae

Geods- W&gons 90 . .. .4252_‘
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R.A.F, Fighter Command

Night - 17/18 April

Sorties = : 19 Offén31Ve—Pq£rols"
: Co 8 Interception Patrols
27 a/c
¢  TIntruder and bombér support mlssions over

‘Missions
v - Germany and Denmark.‘

Claims and Tosses ¢ Nil

Day -~ 18 April

2 Interception Patrols.
257 Escort to Borbers -
Ii Tectical Reéconnaissance -
2 Shinpin? Reconnaissance
10 4n 1~m1dﬂet submarlne Patrols

275 a/e
' Ni1

Sorties

*e

e C

Claims )

Tosses "1 a/e

.



2. Fifteenth ﬁir Force

18 April 19h5

252 B-17s, 2L8 B—2hs 92 P-51s sortiedy. -
231 B-17s, 242 B-2he,-escorted by 89 P~5ls dropped 1091 tons on
tactical targets in the Bologna area, visually nrith good results. Yosses: nil,

88 P-38s" sortiedy -
81 P-38s dropped 67:75 tons on Kilbnitz RR Brldge (h6§3N~1318E), 6 Pm38e
dropped 5 tons on a RR bridge just SE of the target, Tosses: nil,

89 P~38s sortied. '

78 P-38s dropped 47 tons.on Malborghetto RR Bridge (béBON—lBQéF),
visuvally w1th falr results. Iosses' n11,
2k P-qls sortied, - : ) '

2l P~51s assigned te atne.fe Au?sburgaPilzen»Linx area. No strafing
due to lack of targets. Claims: 1~owo Nc~262 Air. lossest n11.

‘ OPPRﬁTTONAL HIGHLIGHTSz Fbr tbe fourth successive day, enemy concenw.
trations and defenses before the Fifth Army front were attacked in
cocrdination with the current Fifth Army offensive,’ Visual 'and radio aids were
used to’safeguard against dropping behind our lines, Due to adverse target
weather, take-off was delayed, thus pownﬁtting a medium force to be dispatched.

Bombers
Sorties :. EOO a/c (252 B=17s, 248 Bm2is)
Effective Sorties: LT3 . :
Tonnage : 1091
Claims ¢+ nil
Losses ¢+ nil
Figgters
Sorties 269 afc (92 Pw5ls, 177 P-38s)
Effective Sorties' 28"
onnage s 119,75 |
laims H 1'-0-'0 Vew? 62 i\ ir
Losses : Nil

i
{id
da
Lo
1
-3

S N
g
1



[ {9;]
=
Fe!
g
ied
{3

%

3, ReA.F, Bomber Command

7-1D‘ay - 8 'A,pril | : Tapgets - o -+ Igsses |
617 Iancasters |  Heligoland (Main Tsland 0
332 Halifexes - ' Nawval Base and Dupe A/F) 3
430 Mosquibees ' = o o
| Mosquitoes S T Weé:hhoz‘ ReconﬂaiBSance 0
'981 afe P _' | 3
Night - 18/19 Aprii FE | _ B
113 Iangagters . (3,f%,‘Komothau M/Y (So. of
10 Mosquitoes = - . Chamnm)
56 Mosqui’we'a ' ‘ L Berlin |
36 Mosquitees =~ o .. Schleiasheim AR
ho Mosquitees f:~“;: el Boﬁbev’support
19 Halifaxes - .~ ... Sy
2 Iiberators Lo T
I Fortresses | SH
7 Helifaxes ' Signals Thvestigation Patwals
" .3 Mosquitoes LT S ‘
290 afe SN e '.f R roaséé uhévailaﬁle;

NOTE: The’ forego:mg 1s based on preliminary reports and :Ls not to be
- uged for record purppsess

-,

CHART.FS Y BANFILL
Brigadien General, UsSelte
irectozv of In*belligence
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