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INTERPRETATTON REPORT NO, B578 ( R\L

Report on darnge on POINTE DE GRAVE tenk ditch defence lines.

I. This report covers durlage un to 1200 hrs, 18 Apr..L5.
TOT 115Q1s16 Apr.45. Ref. 84 Report 3853.
YT Tapget is an anti-tonk ditéh stretching across the tim of POINIE DE
GRAVE, South of SOULAC~IIR MER, and the defences along this ditch,
G, S.G S.. 42L9/61%- 282615 to 3&3665

L.

ITT The attack has concentrated craters on or near the anti=tank ditch
throughout its entire length. 4%t the East end there is a concentration
of craters along the ditch from 331618 to 340623, The fire pits on
the North side of the ditch have been destroyed alons this section.

The outlines of- a wire enclosed strongpoint at 335621 have been
obliterated by hits in the area. Hits within a strongroint at 328617
- have cut the highway across the ditch in three places at this vpoint,
Near nisses have throwm smoil into three small emmlacerents within
the sfrongpoint and domased a small shed in the area. There are five
cratérs at 327614 in the vicinity of a rov of unidentified objects.

A heavy concentration of craters is around point 315614 on the ditch,
Fire voints in this area have been destroyed. &t 304618 where the
railway crosses the ditch the line has been cut in three vlaces by -
direct hits. There is a heavy concentration of craters along the ditch : -
fron 298614 to 309617, The only reraining defensive. elerments visible :
. . along this seution of ditch are two short fire trenches, To the West
at 283616 there are rany hits in an area of emplacenents and fire trenches,

corpletely blanketing the area,
: ( 3015, 16 LOVT to 4023 of BITCR/ 3024
17 E'or. 45)
Ref. (4045 to 4051, LOB to LOG3, 3071 to 307% of US 7GR/ 01C-16 A-r.L5)

IV, Tarzet was covercd on good quality nhotogravhs at a scale of 1/10,000
V. This report is nrenared f‘réﬁx nhotogravhic evidence and includes only .
1gformation from sorties inter-rsted at A,C,I.U, Photographs of seotior:.. -

of the antiwtank ditch accompanies this rerort,
(4020 of . UST GR/302A-1 7 Apr.L5)
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17 Aor 45

INTERPRETATION REPORT NO.B.575(R)

Preliminary report on damage on POINT DE GRAVE tank ditch defence lines

This report covers damage W to 1700 hrs, 16 ipr 45 TeOuT. 1150,
16 Apr 45, Ref S. Report No, 3583,

Target is an antietank ditch stretching across the tip of POINTE DE
GRAVES, South of SOULAC-SUR IER, and the defences along this ditch
GeS.GoS, L2LY/@M - 282615 to 32,.3665.

On the BAST end, there is a heavy conoentratlon of craters along the
ditch fran 331618 to 340623. The fire pits along the NORTH side of the
ditch have been destroyed along this section. 4 very heavy concentration
of oraters is seen around point 330611, just NORTH and EAST of two bands
of small arms emplacements, Some craters exte1 to the length of
emplacemsnts but the extent of damage cannot be dctermined. Some craters
are within a strong point at 328617 but again cover does not permit .
dotalled assessment.

A heavy concentration of omaters is atround poin¥ 315614 o the ditch
and fire points in this area have been destroyeds A heavy concentration
of creters is seen fram 29861, %o 309617, prebably des¥roying the fire points
and emplacements along this section of the ditch, On the WEST end a very
heavy conscentration of oraters are in an area of amplasements and fire
trench at 283616 completely covering the whole arca and destroying :
installations, Some few groups of crabers aro noticed fram 500 to 1000

" yards SOUTH of the ditch,

v

Target was partially covercd on poor qUaliﬁy smoke obsoured photograprhs.
A complete assessment of damage will be issued after first good cover.

This report is prepared from photographic evidonce and includes only
information from sorties interprcted at A.CeIVU. Thotographs LO4S to LO51,
LO6L to 4063, 3071 to 3074 of US7/101C of 16 Apr L3. Refa 5037 to 3035,
3128 9, 3006, 7, 4034 to m35 of US7/26D of 10 hax 45,
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CONFIDENTIAL
17 APR 1945

LITERPRETATION REPORT S.A4. 3583 |
ACTAGK O TAVK DITGH DEFENSE LUE I ROYAN APFA O 16 KPR 1945

1, INFOR"&ATIO’\I PJ"(EIVBD ON T[T ATTAGKs

(a; No. of aircra.at t 485 : o
(b) Command s US, 8T AIR FORCE
é cg Time g 3111-1200 B hours,’

d) Bombs o s 99 x 2000 lb, G.P,

959 x 1000 1b, G.P,
3465 x 500 1be GoP,

2. DETAILS (F THE ATTACK:

. (a) 1Eny concentrations and groups of H.E, tursts todalling at least 1700
‘are seen on and across the gréater portion of the tank ditch defense
1line with several hitw visible on a previously cratered strong peint
at the Eastern end ¢f the defense line, 4n arexina te 655 to 7(‘.!
of the line was hit, while the BEasbern H#! abe
was very heavily ni’b aloqg 9/3.0 of its

(r) Other bursts:

Concentrations and groups of bursts Lo‘calllng at least 900 are seen
in open and wooded areas from 1400 yvards South and Southwest, %o

nine miles South and Southeast of the central area of the tank diteh
defense line, One coneentration is visible on & road intersection
while another pattern is seecn on a partially btullieup area, Approxie-
mately 30 bursts are visible in an open area 2000 yards Northms«, of
the central area of the defense line,

3. ANNOTATED FRINTs None prepared,
4e BOMB PLOT: A bomb plot has been prepared and will be distributed,’
5, TPHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVEDs |

SV 34/850-852 16 &PR 45 :ums hrs. .1/26,500 (F.L. 7") 15,500! 'At
" 9,/1679-1681 . 11468 1/25;700 W 15,0001t
" 94/1678- ' " 11468 ® 1/15,000 21?.1..12') 15, Jooot'
" 95/1773;1775,1777  ® 1128p " ‘1/25,300 F.L, ") 14,750' "
: 1779 :
" 100/1598,1600 1605 n 11238 ®  1/25.700 n 15,000t *
" 385/1250,1260,1262‘ n 11098 * 1/25,300 " 143750t 0
- 388/1209,1210,1212 " 12008 ® 1/26,%00 " 15,5001 ™
L 390/1703-1706 U 11198 ®  1/26,500 " ‘1535001 *
" L47/1249-1252 " 11,93 * 1/26,,500 " 15,5001 "
v 452/1243,1245,1246" " 11328 »  1/15,000 § .L.12"; 15,000t
» 486/1116,1118,1120, " 11358 ®  1/25,300 (F.L. 7") 14,750' *®
1121 : '
" 487/1093,1094,1095, L 11388 " 1/25,300 " 144750t ®
1099 ) .
" 490/9TL, M4 " 11328 " 1/25,300 " 14,750t ®
" 190/979 " 11118 1/15,300 2 Lo 12"; 15,3001
" 493/919-921 " 11168 1/25,700 F.,Le 71) 15,000t
CONFIDENTIAL \ DISTRIBUTION NO, LleG -

AG I U, .. | 249 Copies.
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| & g S GCCNFIDENTIAL «z4r~’//
/ (,wrl""% HEADQUARTERS
) 5304 13TH COMBAT BOMB WING (H)
APO 559

Date 16 April 1945
13 CBW FO 101

13 CBW OPS 320

3 AD FO 6L4

SUBJECT: Tactical Report (POINT DE GRAY:, FRANCE)

70 ‘ (fb«{ﬁvuzztr,eﬂéZLoc4€§—‘47¢f'

1. Information Concerning the Targets: a, The lst priority target
(visual) for all Groups was a Tank Defence Line reaching acress POINT
DE GRAVE near ROYAN, FRANCE.

b, There was ne secend priority target assigned; however, seoosnd
runs were authorized en the lst priority target.

2. Planning and Executient

8. Order: Bomb Load: Force; Assigned
Target:
(1) 93 A,B,C,D: d Polint-de-Grave,
) France
(a 34 12 x 500 np 36 A/C
(b) 385 A 12 x 500 Gp 12 A/C
385 B,C 6 x 1000 Gpr-B-2 24 A/C
20 490 12 x 500 GP 36 A/0
a) 1493 12 x 500 Gp 36 A/C
(2) 13 A,B,C: : Point-de-Grave
France
(a) 390 2 x 2000 GP 36 A/C
2 x 1000 GP 36 A/C
b) 100 12 x 500 Gp 36 A/C
e} 95 12 x 500 Gp 36 A/C
(3) 45 A,B: Point-de-Grave
‘ France
(a) 452 6 x 1000 Gp 36 A/C
388 6 x 1000 GP 36 A/C
‘(4) 4 A,B,C,D: Point-de-Grave
- : France
(a) 486 12 x 500 GP 36 A/C
(vY 487 6 x 1000 GP-B-2 36 A/C
{eg 94 12 x 500 GP 36 A/C
(d) 447 A,B 6 x 1000 GP-B-2 18 A/C
LL7-C,D 12 x 500 GP 18 A/C
b, Avallability: Alrberne:
' (1) 95: Reg: A7 A/C 56 C/C 34 A/C
Lead: 13 A/C 6 G/C L A/C
(2) 100: Reg: 46 A/C 45 C/C 3L A/C
Lead: 14 A/0 8 C/C L A/C
(3) 390: Reg: L4 A/C 55 C/C 3L A/C

lead: 12 A/C 12 C/C L A/C



| CONFIDENTIAL
¢o ﬁairunotiona and Fallures:
(1)  95:
(a) ﬂiedd A/C:
95C: A/C 8260, Lt. Newman, sne ameke basmb released
early due to a false impulse when intervalsmeter was set up, One bomb
hung up because o: a rack malfunction,
(b) Regular A/C: Nene
(2) 100:
(a) Lead A/Ct

100A: A/C 824, Capt. Robbs, C-1 auts-pilet became
inoperative on bemdb run, :

(b) Regular A/C:

1000t A/C 616, Lt. Leader, jettisened 2 bembs hecause
of & rack malfunotien, R

(3) 390:
(a) Lead A/C:

39003 A/C 910, Lt. McKinney, C-1 aute-pilet became
inocperative sn domb run, Co

' 39001 A/¢ 127, Lt, Garlitz, H2X equipment was in-
operativo due to twe defective voltago doub;ar tubolo

(v) Regular A/C:

390A: A/C 9013, qu Matthews, one bamb hung up
because sf a rack malfunctien,

390B: A/C 643, Lt. Galceran, ene. bemb hung up
because of a rack m&lfunctien,

d, A/C outstanding: Nene,
e, A/C Landing Avway Frem Baset Nene,
3, Navigatien:

Pse1tlen Fiight

Plan AL: Lt, Col. Waltz !hj. Westen Capt. Wright
L Altitude N: %ta Yary %‘ta QGraham %to Arterbura
IPSLICH 2000 o time _sn time 1 min, late
_ 20 ceurse - ri SR _csurse
BU 22 2000°* i min. esrly 1 min. late 2 min. early
sn course 3 mi ‘ ml. righ
cP 1 2000° on time 2 min, late 1 min, late
9n course mi. right mi, lort
156007
CP 2 15000* 7 min, early 7 min. early 8 mln. early
_ on course on_course 2 ml, right
I 15600t . 15000 15000" -
Ir 15000° 82 min, early 5 min, early 2 min, early

3 miles left 10 mi. left 6 mi. left




- these twe Greups were continually becoming enta

CONFPIDENTIAL

| ' 155007 — 150007 150007
TGT 15000 - (1st P) (1at P) (1st P)
‘ M 00" 1,0007 Y0007
RP 14000! 54 min, early 5 min, early sn time
‘ en eourase 2 mi, left on course
67007 - 80007 T ¥
CP 3 Minimum 16 min, early 172 min. early 15 min. early
‘ on csurse 3 mi, left ' 3al, left

a, Assembly: 13A essembled over Buncher 11, 13B ever Buncher 28
and 13C sver Buncher 23, Assembly altitude was 2000, Wing assembly
was net completed until after orossing the French Ceast, 13A had neo
diffioculty with assémbly, but accerding te the reperts sf 13B & 13C,

ngiod with ene anether,
13B reports that 1t was on time and en oourse at Ipswich and that 130
was early. . However, 13C reponts that it was 1 mimute late and that 13B
was 3 minutes late, thereby causing congestion at Ipswioh. 13C, by

. be echeloned to the left of 13F, forced 13B to svershest Bumcher 22

end Splasher 7 thereby making a 4 minute interval betweea 13A & 13B,

o Conflioting reports from 13A & 13C make it necessary far
this Headquarters to analyze the Wing assembly en this speratiosn, rather
than state the faota. It is assumed that 13B was late at Ipswich, and
that 130, by being echeloned to the left, ferced 13B ts be on the sut-
slde of the turns, making an interval sf 4 minutes between 13A & 13B.

, A cerrection will follew in the supplement far thia
operation. ’

) b, Reute: The repute was flown essentially as briefed te the IP.
Bambing altitude: was renched 30 minutes prisr te the IP. Thias peint was
sverrun by 13B becauase 3908 4id net turn saver the IP, 130 followed in
trail of 13B, After bsmbs away the Wing was reassembled at the RP and
the brisfed rsute was follewed ts the beases,

6, Weather: Over the bases at take-off there were 2-5/10 variable
cirrus above an’ eatimated 25000', Visibility wag 8003000 yds in patchy
fog, Enroute to the target there were nil low cleuds, except for an
sccasionall feg patch over Rastern England and Channel below 1000'. There
were nil middle oleuds and variable 2-5/1¢ cirrus and oirre-stratus above
an estimated 25000'. Visibility was restrioted, downward in haze, te» 10~
20 miles, In the target area there were nil low or middle cilouds with
2+5/10 patehy cirrus above an estimated 25000'. Dewnward visibility
wae 20-30 milea. The weather on the return reute wWas the reverse at the
rsute to the target: Over the bases sn return there were nil lew or
middle oloud with patchy 3-6/10 cirrus and oirrs~stratus abeve an eatime
ated 25000'. Visibility wes 3-7 miles in haze. Average winds enrsute
were 210/18K, 175/17K, and 185/1LK in the target area.

Lo n‘ki
No flak was encountered, One large inacocurate burst of amoke

and fieme was o®served on the target area. Thie may 2oapibly have been
a ground rocket. Mederate fire was sbserved in the distance in the

La Rochelle area. ; (

5. Bembing: , ,
8. Attacking: Jettiasning: Returaing:
953 lst P 38 A/C 1 A/C
? L55 x 500 64 | ] 1l x 500 GP
100: TO 38 A/C 14A/C
b54 x 500 GP 2 x 500 GP
390 70 38 A/C o 2 A/C
; 76 x 2000 éP -2 x 1000 GP

74 x 1000 GP



CONFIDENTIAL

B. 134 (390)

Squadrons: _ A _(749) B_(447) ¢ _(910) D (127)
Targjt; : lst P lst P lst P _lat P

AP, ' Selected Selected Assigned - gelected f
A/C Releasingy 10 9 9 9 i
Bomb Load: _ all A/C loaded with 2x200GP snd 2x 1000GP 5
Method of Release: Selve _ Selve Salvo Salve {
Mltitudes True: 15950 15600 15300 15100 |

—ToTe ragﬁdééBO) 15700' 15300 ‘ 14,800 14700 ?
True Heading: 240 237 229 Rkl ]
Drifts 1R g _2R 6R _
Trell Change: nene ____neme nene asne ;
Grsund Speed: 175 175 180 186 _ ;
Tan, DoAs o9 .50 .52 .525
Time of Release: 1118 1119 1119 11194

Cel ‘ yes yos . nest used _Yyes

Patterns Length:

Width:

Brrors: Range:

Defs
— Radisal:
-pe;centz 1000*
| 2000 : |
It. Uel.  Waj. Tapto WMaJ.
Crews ALl Valtg : ~B§oozo Watts : Gress
‘p Q ve o ‘ rE.
P3 i Garlitz
TGs
_N3 Yn;%‘ Fredrick __ Barrett Heffmax
Nexdi B —c
AN Serdliag
(Ne. of > {7) 1T, (100 1%, .(6) PATIEL
Leads) B: Pecolanti __ Flerman Geldatein  MoGrew
¥isslons RN . llgnqgan st;rnborg Wbérert ﬁoéartgz |

el -
CONFIDEN TJI AL




CONFIDENTIAL

secause of incomplete briefing, lead bhembardiers of 3950 A,B, and D

aynchronized on selected AP's in the lst prlerity target area. j
(1) Narrative: 390 A: Bomb bay doors were opened after the IP

maneuver, The bembardier to‘& over after the turn at the IF snd initiated

the attack on a true heading' of 230 degrees, The bombardier precesded

to synchronize on & selected AF and with 2 minutes »f visual synchrenizatis

& normal sighting asperation was completed. Synohronization at bembs away

was . 90d,

Pl: The bombas fell in riolda approximately 4400
lert of what was probably intended te be the assigned MPI, 1700' left
of the ascigned grid caardinatos MPI, end on the selsoted AP,

390B; After the IP maneuver the bemb bay deors were spened.
The bombardier tesk over after the turn amnd began the run on a true head-
ing of 216 degrees. A selected AP was picked up in the targot area and
with 4 minutem of synchrenization the bembardier completed a normal
slghting operatien., At bembs esway, synchromizatien appearad te be very
good.

PI: The bombs fell in fields and on a road approx-
imately 10000' left of what was probably intended to be the assigned MPI,
8300' left of the grid coerdinates MPI, and on the selected AP. Aoccording
to H2X scope Photo-interpretation, the bombs fell in the target area.

| 390C: Beginning the attack on a true heading of 221 degrees
the bombardier took over snd opened the bomd bay doors after the IP manr=-
euver, The bombardier prcoceedsd te aynchronize on the probabléd intended
agslgned MPI and with 3 minutes of visual synchronlzatisn a normal
sighting operatisn wes completed., At bombs away synchronization was geed.

: C-l auto becams inopetative on the bomb run and was

completed on PDI. '
PI: The bombe fell on what was probably intended te
te the assigned MPI, 1700' right of the grid oceerdinates MPI, and sn the
selected AP, There were approximately 8 hita on the tank ditch and mesund
at this point, which was flooded and destroyed, The railrsad tracks Jjust
N of the MPI was deatroyed for e length of appreximately 400'.

390D: After the maneuver at the IP, the bembardier teok
over and initiated the attack on a true heading of 219 degreea. The
target area was ldentified immediately after the turn ay$ the IP. The
bombardier plcked up 2 selected AP and with 2 minutes of synchrenization
& normal sighting eperation was completed, 8ynchronizatién at dbomba
away appeared to be zeed.

PI: The bombs fell in fields and on a railread
track appreximately 3350' left of what was prebably intendaéd te be the
assigned MPI, 1650' left of the grid cserdinates MPI, and on the selected
AP. The tracks were cut in three places.

NOTE: BOMBING ERRORS AND PEROENT OF BOMBS WEHE DETERMINED FROM WHAT WAS
PROBABLY INTENDED TO BE THE ASSIGNED MPI,

(2) Bembing Malfunctiona:
390A: A/C 9013: Returned 1 x 1000 GP because of a rack
malfunction, '

390B: A/C 643: Returned 1 x 1000 GP because of a rack
malfunction, :

-5-
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CONFIDENTIAL

s, 13B (100) i
Squadrons; A (824) B (794) c (776} D (209)
Target: ist P lst P Lat P lst P
AP selected selected gselected selected
A/C Releaaing: 9 10 9 10
Jpmb Load; 12x500 12x500GP 12x500GP 12x500GP
j.gﬁgpd of Releaae: 881ve 8alve selve salve
Mltitude: True: 15400 15800 14900 14600
Ind: 15000 15300 14,500 14200
Briefed Track (230) n |
True Heading: 239 235 214 212
Drifts R R
Aglua b ‘“%fa. 4 %%ﬂl ‘%%ﬁa &b
Trail Change: mils mils mils ails
Ground Speed: 175 165 165 172
Tan, DoA. 2505 o460 o460 2512
Time eof Release: _ 1122 1122% 1123 1124
G-l _net used . yes yes yes
Patternt Leggth:' ‘
widths s
Errors! Rango:_
Def:
Radial;
Percent: 1000°*
2000°
uaJ o ﬁPf 0 —g‘pfo
Crew: AL} Wosoten Rebba Wilsen
Capt, Capt, o, o
P3 Hutchinson  Blanding Wefford Evans
t ° ft o m <]
TG Ksmper Beillq: _gg%;; Wazssen
N3 Gr;han cr333;, Furmin Fenten
AN Dussault | g
(N°o .r Q ) Lto (1m Tt“,‘(s, 1to (r’
Leads) Bs Zemake Belimow Paterne
1t, (16) to . '
Missions RN Cordier Jenista Wells lilcr-



CONFIDENTIAL

As a result of improper briefing, all lead bombardlers in 13B synohre-
nized on selected “AP'a in the lst priority target area.

(1} HNerrative: 100A: The attack was initiated en a true
headin° of 244 degrees. The bombardier identifled the target zrea at
17 miles from the BRL. The bambardier ploked up his selected AP and
proceeded te synohrenize..

The G-l aute=pilot wan too sluggish 1n taking sut course
corrections, osensequently tane run was cempleted on PDI. A normal
sighting eperation was osmpleted and at bombs away synochrenization
appeared ts be goeed.

All lead hombardiers in 13B added 5 mils of trall ta the
oenter patterns on the AP'a,

PI: The bembs fell in filelds 2300' right and beysnd what
was probably intended te be the asslgned MPI, 2650° right eof the gride
ooordinates MPI, and on the selected AP. There were approximately 4
hits on the tank trench, and plotures taken by 95C ahow the trench
and mound destroyed at this peint.

100B: The boembardier tosk over immediastely after ths IP
maneuver and iniated the attack on a true heading of 233 degrees. The
rate and course were killed sn points short of the target area. The
bomhardisr selected an AP and proceeded with synchronization. A normal
sighting operation was completed and synchronization a$% bombs away ap-
peared to be geod,

PI: The bombs fell in fleMs approximately 5870

left of and beyond what was probably intended te be the assigned MPI,
5370 left and beyond the grgd coordinates MFI, and on the seleoted AP,

: 100C: After the IP maneuver the bombardlier took sver and
began the run #n a true heading of 220'. The target area was identified
15 miles from the BRL. The bombardier selescted an AP and preceeded to
synohronize. A nermal sighting operation was cempleted and at bombs
avay synchronization appeared te be goed,

PI: The bombe fell in fields and on a read apprex-
imetely 43/4 miles left of what was intended te be the assigned MPI, but
on the aelected AP, Accerding to H2X scepe photo-intorprotation, the bamd
fall was approximately 51/8 milee S of the MPI, ,

100D Initiating the attack on a irue hoaaing of 220 degrees
the bembardier toek sver and began te set u z ocouse. The bembardier
_ploked up an AP and proceeded with synchronizatiss. 20 seconds frem the
"BRL ameke and haze began te sbsours the AP and tgg “‘peombardier used the
het plate ts help discern the AP, At bemba away syachrenizatisa was good.

PI: The bombs fell in the ssme locatisn as 39CB,

upproximatoly 7480' left of what was prebably intended ts be the assigned
MPIL, 7200' left of the grid coordinatea MPI, and on the selected AP,

NOTE: BOMBING BRRORS AND PERCENT OF BOMBS WERE DETERMINED FROM VHAT WAS
PROBABLY INTENDED TO BE THE ASSIGNED MPI,

- (2) B.ahing Halruhotiona:

100 616: Jettisoned 2 x 500 GP in the Bay of
1scay becaudé o rac malfunctions over the target area,

-'7-
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d. 13¢ (95)
Squadrens: o | {822 B 548} r_(8260) | D (823
Target: Last o 1st F ist P lst P
AP ‘Bolsc. . Selecte. _ Sel.. -1 - B-lecte
A/C Releasing: 9 I | 10
Bomb Load: 12x500GF 2X5000P +2X500GP 12x500GP
Methed of Releass: Salvo | Salve Salve Salve
Altitudet True: 153f 15850 14,850 14200
Ind; C 15500 14500 14000
_'IL;u: Peleadi:Z: 235 23k 233 239 i
Drift: _ 6R _ LR 2R 6R g
Trail Change:_ | None None Nene None
Ground Speed: 273 187 183 182
Tan, DA, 252_ 2515 253 2547 |
Tima_gg.hq;gggg:f 327 1128 11283 11294 ﬁ
C-1 | Yes _ Yos _Yeos Yes i
Pattern: leagths g
Width:
Errors:  Range:
" Def} v
__Radials
bercent; 10007 |
2000 ~Capt, ~Capt. Capt,
Crews AL: Wright ghflpott o %:i.lgl
P lor Seabur Heuu Trubsvioh
TG ﬁm hlin . gvsgﬁard
Xt “135!L ‘"%4? 1t
N A:t:fburn . ’gy_lfo ;! yies Manzler
(No. eof ARt %%Z'rﬁﬂ —Lto (71 Y0 (1) T, (I
Leads) B3 Carter 8 , Lef ‘er r Skelnjieck
Misslons RN: Weber Lowry o Durgia

CONTPY




&

‘///fL?E;;),C*‘*”'J%ME;o NPIDENTIAL
/ ,ﬂ4"chM4k‘{. HEADQUARTERS ’F’"N/(

/ ~ 13TH COMBAT BQMB WING (H)
Ny APO 559

' Date 18 April 1945
SUBTECT: Supplements ts Tactical Reports (POINT DE GRAVE, FYRANCE

16 April)
(AUSS1G, CZECHOSLOVAKIA

| | | 717 aprid)
0 1 Colinl Sk - 5.5

POINT DE GRAVE, FRANGE April 16, 1945

1, Under parasgraph 3,page 2~and parsgraph 5,pege L~change Lt, Cal,
Waltz ts read ~ Lt, ctl.ynggzbakero

AUSSIG, CZECHOSLOVAKIA April 17, 1945
1, Tabulation sf Bombingt. |

Bemb Lead 95 4,B,Ct 12 x 500 GP Salve
an =1
Methed 100 A,B,0: 12 x 500 GP Salve
of . ALy
Release: 390 A,B,0: 12 x 500 GP Salve
Greupst ~  Length: Widthn;. 1000 2000°*. Redial: Target:
9548 1315% 790 . 0%  3000'  1lst P
Bi 1500+ 875" 0 0% 4185*  lst P
C: 800+ 890" 0% 80% 1750% st P
17 Aprilt  1205¢ 8520 0% 27% 1750
1-16 April: 122, 850% 59% - 71%4-  1339¢
‘Mareh: 1667" 1340 h6.,9% 73,14  910°
1004 1525¢ 610° 65% 100% 670% lst P
B 1190° 1020 38% 90% 1015% lst P
1 1055° 735 90% 100% 735% lst P
17 Aprils 1257 788° 64L% 97% 807°*
1-16 April: 1530! 993* L7% < 71% 893°
Marchi - 2070 1230 L0.8%  67.6%  870°
39043 - 1600* 16007 5% 55% 1920 lst P
B - 1085! 1085°* L8% 100% 1000 lst P
C: Smske sbsocured ' 1st P
17 Aprils 1343" 13431 27% 7 1460°¢
1-16 April: 1250°¢ - 1170° 53% - 73;—’ 611°-
Marchs ' 184,01 1330 L7%. 75% 784t
13 CBW Averages:
17 Aprily  1268° 994 30,3%  67.3% 1339
1-16 April: 1335¢ 1004° 53% 73:3%  9u8'
Maroht 18591 1300 4L.9%  71.8% 855

2, Cerrectisns: a. Peragraph 2, &, (2), (1), page 1i Change the
bomd lead fer the 486 Greup te read— 4 x é5ﬁ&&P plus 4 x 500 IB,

b. Parsgraph 2, o, (1), page 2t In sdditien - 95At A/C 8667,
1t, Osl. Stuart, the interphene system in A/C went out en the bomb

run, The emergency interphone was used but did net sperate until nrtcrvg

bombs away. Orsund cheok of this A/C revealed the interplisne syateam
wans sand Rrant asnsa far tha malfunatian ia undnt.minadn

AP;;
MPI

MPI
MPI

MPT.
wPI

MPI.
MPT
MP1




the bombardier wes able to identify the target area immediately after the
turn at the IP, The bombardier identified the intended assigred MPI 8
miles fran the BRL and made a normdl sichting operation, At bomd release
line synchronization was very good.

" PIt The bombs fell on what was probably intended to
be the assigned MPI, 575% shart of the gid soardinates MPI, and on the
soleoted AP, There were sbout 8 - 1D direet hits on the trench, which
should be congidered destroyed at this point, Accord to H2X soope -
rhoto interpretation, the bomifall was aprroximately 0 Bast of the MPI,

95B: The bomberdier picked up the target area
{mmediately after the maneuver at the IP and initiated the attack on a true
heading of 244 degrees, On the approaeh to the target the bombardier used
ilotage to hely make course good, The intenddd assigned MFI was picked up
0 miles from the BRL, A normal sighting operaticn was completed and at
bombs away synchronization was very good, \
S FI: The b3 fell on what was probably intended to
be the assigned MPI, 575' short of the grid coordinates MPI, and on the
selected &Alﬁo A heavy oonsentration of bombs covered the tank ditch and '
nound arcund the 1PI, A portion of the bombs fell in the smoke of A¥s bombs,

: 95¢: Beglinning the run on a true heading of 233
degrees, the bombardier was able to pick up the target area immsdiately
after the turn at the IP, The intended assigned I was identified 11 miles
fron the BRL and a normel sighting operation was coumpleted. At bombs away
wynchronization was very goods : ‘ .

¥ FI: Smoke ower the target obacures a portion of the
‘bambd, A heavy concentration is visible an the tank trengh 5007 to 10000
short of what was rrobably intended to be the assigned MPI, 575 short of
the zrid ooordinates MPI, end on the selested AP, . Accord to'H2X ¢ ne
photo-interpretation, the bo:bfall was about 6000Y NE of the MPI, : ‘

C 95D: Initiating the attack on & true heading of °
242 degrees, the bombardier pinpolnted himself down the run and set up rate,
The intended assigned MPI was obscured by smoké from previocus bomb strikes;
howeyer, the bombardier positioned the crosshairs in relation to cheokw
points g.n the vicinity of the MPI, Synchronizaticn appeared to be good at
the time of borb release, : o
PI: There weore approxinately 13 hits on the g
ditech and mound on what was probably intended to be the assigned LPI. 575°
ghoart of the grid coordinates IPI, and on the selected AP, Ace dﬁ o
2

H2X socope photo-interpretation, the dboxbfall was approxima
of the MPI, NOTE: BOMBING ERRORS A'D PERCENT OF BO:BS WERE )
WIAT 'JAS PROBABLY INTENDED TO BE THE ASSIGNED MPI, ;

(2) Bombing Malfunotions: | t
95C: A/C 8260 1 x 50C GP returned to base beoause of rack

malfunction and 1 smoke bomb wés released early, due to a famlty release,
when intervalometer was set up. ' :
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6. Communicatlonl:. a. ViF: (1) Channel A (790) ocemmunioatian
ware reported good. Discipline was satisfeotory. g

(2) Channel B {809) communloatisns were geod. Wing Leader had
normal communicatisns with Arrowswift, Kedak, and sther Wing Leaders.

~{3) o fighter contaots were made as there was no assizned
fighter suppert. Colgate was contacted satisfactorily by Wing Leader.

-

(L) There were ne distress transmissions. Monitors perfsrmed
duties satlafecterily. :

bo W/T: (1) Division W/T ground station was wesk at boginnihg of
mission but stherwise redeptisn was clear,

(2) 134 OP1 (1} 2] TGT CP3

Flight Plan 0824 1058 1124 1340
ATA 0823 1051 1118 1324
70D - 0839 1102 1125 1345
3904 141 1118 - 112 954 P A1l 1132 - 1136
B 141 1119 - 112 B la2 11% - 1133
6 145 1119« 1140 6 142 1130 - 1145
D 1A3 1119 - 1140 D PAL 1148 « 1200
100A 1 A1 1122 - 1138
B 14A1 1122~ 1150
¢ 1A3 124 - 1200 |
D '1A2 112, - 1250

' \95t and D lead Redle Operators usedtthe old system of Strike
Reperts in errer. '

c; ROM: (1) 95 Group reported 10 frequencies jammed betwesn 550
and 570 megadycles. 390 Greup detected 7 frequencies ramging frem 540
ts 612 mageoyoles, erd 100 Group reported light activity betweea 519 -
end 560 megacyolss, Mest stations went off the air as soen s they were
jenmed, There were ne Carpet I fallures. o

(2) 720 uaits of Chaff were carried per plame and, in 95 and
390 Groups, discharges as briefed, Discharze was net uhifera in 100
Group and ene-third of the a/c 414 not discharge chaff,

70 Photegraphy:t a. 95 installed 3 acope, 5 oblique, and 8 vertical
ocameras, 8ll of which tosk pictures, 3 sets of H2X ecepe phetegraphs
viers taken all of whisch are plottable.

b, 100 lnstallied 1 scope, 1 oblique, and 8 vertical cameras, all of
which took pictures. 1 16MM H2X roll was taken, and 1s plottable.

6o 390 instelled 2 acope, 2 oblique, and 9 vertical cameras, all »f
whioh took pictures. < sets of H2X scope ghotogrnph._woro taken, sne of
which is plottable, There wae too much brilliance, 20 mi, soan used, mo
range and no luber 1live in the H2X photegraphs takea dy 3900; cen=
sequently, this set was not plottabdle.

By Cammand of Brigadier General HUG.INs

E y L} KIESBLIKG;
Lt. Cel., Alr Cerps,

~
-

-

Director of Treining & Analysis

X
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NINETY FIFTE B@IBARDLENI GRUUP (H)

E-D=-20

3ffice of the %perstioms Gfficer

SUBJECT: Lead Crews Flying.

76

APO 559 .
18 April 1945.

+ Commanding @ffioer, Oth Lomb Group (H), APO 669, UeS. Armye’

le The following iz a list of Officers flyin; on lead orews on the
mission of 16 April 1946,
98 _"A" SQUADRON
Command Pilet = Capt. Wright
Pilot -~ 1st Lt. Tayler
Co=tilet - 1st Lt. Nurrsy
Command Havigator ~ Capt. Shirey
Kavigator - = 1lst Lt. Arturbura
Bombardier = lst Lt. Carter
Radar Havigator = lst Lt. Webber
.95 "B® SQUADRUN
Command Pilot = Cupt. Philpott
Plet « 1lst Lt. Seaburg
Kavigator « 2nd lt. Pyle
Bombardier -~ 2nd Lt. Spears
Radar Navigator =« 2nd Lt. Lowry
95 “C" SQUADRON
it - 15t Lt. Newzan
_Co=Pilet = lst Lt. Munsem
Ravigetor « lst Lt. Boyes
Bembardier - l’/i Hespenger
Radar Navigator <« lst Lt. Bhuster
> 95 "D" SQUADRSN
Coomand Pllot =« Capt. Bailey
Pilot = lst Lt. Trbovieh
Co=Pilot - F/0 Sebo
Havigator - F/@ VYaneler
Bomburdier « 2nd Lt. Skelnick

T Radpr Havigater

« F/9 Durgin

RAYMOND Co BRITTINGHAM JRe
Captain, Alr Corps,
A3ste Operations Oificer
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i3TT COMBAT BOMB wivg (H) mmmmumx 16 APRIL 45

MPT No. 13 13 B dnd C Groups: +his is tha approxixhata MPI that
3rd Division intend'ng 13 B and 0 using, The actual
MPT accobding—+to the codrdinates given on GSGE 4250,
Sheet No, 5 and’ 6N » Was approximately 575°¢ 3W or
this point,” 10& A B.C. e,nd D used selected APs in the
terget mres, All of the bombs fell around thase selected
APs, 95 Group synchronized én the MPI thet 3rd Division
- probably intended to be used,

MPI No., 2: 390 Group: this is the approximate MPI that 3rd Division
intended 390 Group to use, The actual MPI mccording to
the same mep sheets referred to above was tgproximtely
1700° -8R along the RR track and on the South sice of 1%,
All Baquadrons selected APs in this area, 390 ¢ actudlly
bombed what was probvably inteded as the a.ssigned MPI,

NOTE: 100 C's boub pattern’is not shown below, The botbs fell 4%
mlles 8 of No, 1, but around the selected AR,

95 Group and 399 0 and 180 A destrdyed the portion of the
vank diteh and mound that they hit.

". - / \\\
ﬁ"‘ /o;: nm.*l\\
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HEADQUARTERS BIGHTH AIR FORCE , SECRET .
AAF STATION 101 . By authority of ‘

AP0 63k o GGy, Bighth Air Farce.

' » Initials €75 .

S - INTOPS SUMMARY NO, 351 - . Deto 16 April 1945 .

PERIOD: 0001 hura 16 prid to 2400 hours 16 April 1945

NN N
ke o ._-IVJTOtaTl‘ Effeotive e .'.Lésses L

Sortios Sorties  Tonpage Qlaims E/A AKOT Totals NIR

Hoavy Bomber Atks, 1249 1205 38,9 0-0-0 O 1 2 3 0
Fighter Escart . .. 577 . 539. . 0 2-0-04 0 7 5 12 .. 26
LT T 30175 6 | |
Fightor Sweops. . @ 208 -, 286 . . .0 (azl-,O-O 4.0 3 4 7 6
Lo R e EE e T fomomigg e D
Fightor Bombing. -~ . 0 . 0. .. -0  0-0-0 . 0 0 O O, 0
Photo Recon, 26 26 0 000 00 1 1 1
Weathor Recon, 33 30 0 000 0.00 0 0
Air/Sen Resews 170 17 7 0 000 0 0 0 0O 0
Special Opcrations 25 23 - .0 000 0 20 0 9 9
o C (a7) 3-0-0 & »
Totals 2225 2126 3u48.9 72,-0-373G 0 11 12 23 33(b)

() includes one Me-262 destroyed |
(b) 13 e/c believed safe on the continent

B. QOFERATIONAT, SUMURY

le Bomber Attacks

1249 a/c (943 B-17s, 306 B=24s) from three Ajxr Divisions sortied in three
forces against the anti-tank defenses in the Bordcaux area, and rail and A
communicat ion centors in south céntral Germany. 1205 a/c dropped 3448,9 tons.
(336746 tons GP and 81,3 tons IB) on assigned targets, the first forge. attacking
its third priority, lLendshut M/Y. All targets bombed visually, except Landshut
where H2X technique with visual assists was emplaoyed, . Weather: gencrally CAVU
in Bordeaux, Regensburg, Plattling, and Straubing areas; 2/10 to 5/10 cloud in
Landshut arca, E/A Opposition: nil. Claims; nil, Iosses: 3 a/e (2 Br2Ls, 1 B~17)
(1 B=24 %o AA, bolance to unknown causos), - NYR: nil, '

SECGREL
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" Thirty group formations (306 B-24s - 2nd Air Division) sorticd against
Rosehheim: M/Y:and- Fremsfermer Station and the Traunstein Ry Bridge, Transformer
Station and MA. 273 a/c dropped 679.8 tons (653.3 tons GP and 26,5 tons IB) on
the Iandshut M/Y, the third priority at 1531-1555 hours from 16,200~20,500 fcet;
bombing on H2X with visual assists. Ieaflets dropped on ILandshut, Weathers .. -
2/10 to 5/10 cloud in target area; 7/10 to 10/10 in area of first priority
targets. Flak; -nil in target area; moderate-and accurate at Augsburg. Battle
Demage: & minor., E/A Opposition: nil. . Losses: 2 B-24s (1 to Ad, 1 to unknowm
causes), NYR: nil, '

Fightor Support: Five groups, 315 a/o (260 P-5ls, 55 P-47s) sortied,
Up 1200-1251 hours, down 1845-2120 hours, 299 effective sorties. 2/a -
Opposition: nila. 4/Fs strafed included Londshut, Ergolding, Reichersburg,
Kircham, Muhldorf, linz, Ager, Straubing, Gablingen, Praha/Kbely, Landshut/ .
Lutzkendorf, Pooking, Erférding and autobahn near Bad=Aibling., OClaims: 228-0-
109 ground. Losses: 1l afe (1 P-47, 10 P-51s) ( 7 to A4, & to unknown reasons),
NYR: 21 P-51s (9 a/c believed safe on the continent),

Dobails of bomber attacks as follows:

Assigned Targets  Borties  Eff, Sorties Tonnage Results
Roscrheim M/Y - 97 .. Not Attacked

Reserbioinm SransPe-Station -~ - 62 ©  Not Attacked

Treunstein RR Bridge " B4 - Not fLttacked

Trevnssein Stavion 56 Not Attacked

Pravnstein /Y 37 Not Attacked ‘ '

Landshut M/Y (3rd Priority) __ 273 653,3° 2645 Unob. (338 dVery

Sccond Force

Twelve group formations (454 B-17s - lst Air Division) sortied against
Regensburg RR Bridges and M/Y, Plattling M/Y,-and Straubing RR Bridge. 447
8/c dropped 1324, tons-(1369,6 tons GP and 54,8 tons IB) on-the assigned targets.
at 1559~1604 hours from 17,500-~19,000 feet; bombing visually. Leaflets dropped
on Regensburg, Plattling, Straubing, Weather; CAVU with slight ground haze in -
target arcas; 1710 t0'3/10 en route. Flak: nil ot Plattling and Straubing; -meager
and inaccurate at Regensburg. . Battle Damage: 2 minor, E/A Opposition: nil. -
Losses: 1 B17(to unknovm causes). NYR: nil, o S

. T . - . o -l
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Fighter Support: Five groups (262 P~-5ls) sorti. ed.’ Up 1312-1332 hours,

- downt’ 1850-1959 hours.. 240 efflective scriies. B/ Oppositiont Throe Me=109s
wore attacked vicinity Den,nenven L/®, one vwA Jet a/u,ooxmr'ad ungucecssfully
vieinity Regensbtu'g, onc u/i e/a, belicw.d joi ocsorwd shadowing bonbc.r forces
east of Coblenz. 4/Fs strafed included Platil ‘ng ; Marienbad, Pocking, 2 ‘Gampcker and
Cham, Claims: 2=0-0 Air, 86-0-66 Grousd, ILosscs: 1 P-51 to unknown couses,

NYRy 5 P-5is, : o

Detan.ls of bombor attecks as follcws. g

Ass:a.gned Targets N Sort:.es ' Eff Sorh.es " Tommage = Results .
oL | &, 1B S e

Resﬁnsburé Wost RR Bridge - Th 7% 217.5 . Good. |

Regensburg East RR Bx':l.dge 75 o 72 0 210,00 Good.

Regensburg M/Y © 151 0 W48 336.3 5.4.8Very Good

Plattling MY . - -~ 710~ 77 = 264,0 ‘Good to Very G¢9d

Straubing RR Bridge 17 ...._Zé 2k 8 Fair to Good

Potals 45l W 1269.6 BL.B

Ihird Foros

Thirtecn grovp formations (4A9 B-17s =~ 3rd Lir Di v-afon) sorrta,ed aga:mst
the Anti-tank ditch and dcfenses in the par"‘uo area, 482 /3 dropped. Midde. 7
tons GP on the assigned target at 1107-13i55 Liouws from 17,200-156,000 fec‘c,
bombing visually, Woather: CAVU, Flak: nil to moager, 1m~cz,'ate in parget
area, Battlc Damage: 6 minor, 8 major (Juo to mid-air bomd ex plosion), E/A
Opposition: nil. Claims: nil. Lossesinil, NYR: ails L, -

Flgh‘ber Support; nil, . o I TP TP
De‘ba:.ls of bomber attacks as follows:

Assigned Target . Sorties  Eff, Sorkics (_I‘or\ - Rosuits

3, 'vn-

Anti=Tank Ditch and Defonse , , R o o :
Line; Bofdeaux Arca 489 485 M,? Good to Very Good

2:. Elghter Esoort

Ten groups (577 a/c = 522 P-Els, 55 P=-47s) sortied in suppoxvt of thc, ‘bormbor
forces, Up 1200-1332 hours, down 1845«2120 hours, 539 effoctive sorties, E/A
Opposition: three Me-109s wore attacked vicinity ‘Deinengen 4/F; one u/i jet
bounced unsuccessfully vicinity Regonsburg; one u/i efe obswved vicinity Coblenz
shadowing bomber forces. A/Fs strafed included Iandshut, Evgolding,

5m
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Raiohersburg, K:.rchaxh, Muhld@rf, Linz 3 Egcr ) S’gmu.bmg, Ga.blln,gan, I‘..nfe; ding, Plat-
tling, Marienbed, Pocking, Ganacker, Cbam, land,shu"/Lut‘.lfeniorf P,r'aha/Kbely,
and. autcbahn rear Bad-fubling. Claims: Z-0-Qfir, 1, ’pwo-l”p ground Lossag: 12 .
a/fo. (ll P-51s, .1 P~47) (7 to A.A, 5 to o ('du»aGS) NYR 26 P—5ls (9 ‘bc.lwved
safe’ on ‘the oontinor‘t R R TR AL O g Dk

ori

3. Fighter Sweeps |

Five groups (298 P-51s) sort:.ed in ‘free 1ance supkort of ‘the bombcr
foroes, 286 effoctive sorties. . E/A Qpposition: 1 Me~262 bounced whils: ‘roadying
to land on Horsching .A/F, 2 Mo=2625 were ghascd unstiocessfully in Mamnich arca. -
AfRs strafed included, Poking, Obernberg, Bad Albling, Plattling, S’craub;mg
Klabovy, Budejowic, Stadténdorf,.Prien, Ort, Passau, Moriowbad, Brunnthal,
Muhldorf, Genacker, Lake.Chicm,’ Erding, Neublburg, Lendshut,. L:mz, Praha/ . .o
Kekowioe, Praha/letnauy,.Praha/Rbely, Claims: 1-0-0 (1o~262) air; 24.10-0»198 -
ground. Losscs: 7 P-51s.(3 to .A.A, 4 to unknmm causes) NYR: 6 P-BJ.S (3

bellevad safe on contlnent). . .

’ li-._ Fighter Bomb:.ng
Nil, '

5e vPho'iso Reconnadssance » - ’ Ca Co

A 26 a/e (10 F-5s, 16 P~5ls) SOI’ulO‘i as ¢oJlo'ws: o . g

.10 F-Ss sortled and obta:.ned photo.: in oanwa;. and southern Germany..,
and western France, , :
16 P-51s as oscort for PRU a/éc

v‘”» e

Losses: 1 P-51, NR: 1 P-51, bul:.cved safe. on thu, contincnt.

: 6. Weather Roconna:.ssance ;
3 a/c (7 B—l,s, L MOsqui‘boéé s 22 P-515) fscii'bied as f‘ollowé‘;.‘m.: o 5"; S

3 B-17s on routine fllghts over .tlantic to west of UK.
1 B»17 on routine flight from Azcpres, - : L
_ 4 Mosquitoes on spacial flights over the Atlantic and dver southern
and cantral Germany. '
25 a/c (22 P-Els, 3 B=17s) as Woo.ther scouts for bombcr f‘oroes. 22
effeotlve sorties. . A ‘ L

Lossas~ n:l.lr NIR. nllq» -
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7. &ir/Ses Rescue

17 a/c (13 P-47s, 2 B-17s and 2 QA—lOs) completéd z?outlne searoh and pa-
trols Losses: nils. I - ._

&
&

By Sneolel Operations:

%5 afc (16 Be2hs, 2. B-17s, 1 Mosquitoes) sortied as follows

_ 1 Mosquito on expcrimen'bal mvi,gational flight to Italy,
¢ © 5 Mosquitoes dropped chaff for 1st Air Division,.
Y *h Be2ls on VHP Soreening, jamming from 0956-1300 hours, o
R & § B-zz.,s on’ leaflet, mission to ?mnoe, Holland and Gemany - night o
‘15/16 Apr .10 effebtive, - . ; :
o (2 B~17s, 1 Be2k) as ;‘adio relays.. .
1 Mosquito on honreffective special operations

411 a/c on special operations. returned safely, e
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C. INTELLIGENCE

le Epemy .ir Qpposition‘j‘

No opposition was put up against bombers or fightg3i.‘s in spite of e
favorable weathor conditions, (4 small number of o /& s WETro Sigh't.ed but t_hQSG
made no attocks. _ L O

One fightcr group, after breaking escort with the second force dostroyed
two of three Me-109s toking off from Deinongen ../F. inother fightor group
escorting the same force unsuccessfully bounced an u/i jot in the Regonsburg
arca at 1610 hours. This group also sightcd an u/i 6/a, possibly a jet, at 1730
hours cast of Coblonze E/a was shadowing the bombers at 21,000 foet but ovaded
on an casterly coursc when fighters turned to investigate. One of the groups on
frec lonce support chased 2 le=-262s. unsuceessfully in. the Munich arca and another
group destroyod an lie=262 about, to land on Horsching L/F. =

2. Flak

lLugsburg - moderate and accurate

Regensburg - meagor and inaccurate

Bordecaux frca = nil to meager, inaccurate

Plattling, Stroubing, Iendshut - nil

3. Observnti9ns

20~25 u/i a/c on lochfeld ./F.

40 plus t/e, mostly Ju-88s, Ingolstadt ./F parked in woods B and 8 field,

75 plus uw/i a/c at Eferding 4/F (481711-1403E).

LfFs at WP5021, WU7092, XLO50L, XQ4991, XQ6599, XL3545, XL3959, 1X3085,
WP9581, did not scom to have any a/c on them, o

30 plus u/i a/c on .L/F N of Nordlingen (4 WT0835)..

Karlsbad 4/F= 35 t/c scon on city side of ../F. Several a/c burning in
woods SE of i/Fe :

Straubing ./F, 60=75 Lic=109s and F7W=190s , on ficld.

Muhldorf L/F, 40-~50 1ic=-1098 and FW-190s, several Ju=88s, on ficld.

Zrding L/F=, 50 u/i s/c on ficld, '

Pocking ../F had 80~100 planes visible with approximately 55-60 good, firos
burning when squadrons lof't, :

Bad 4ibling had 70 plus e/a porked 1/2-1 mile west of field,

Obernberg ./F with 100 plus well camouflaged plancs. )

U/i &/F 2 nilcs N of Prague adjecent to Molgau River had 90 plus a/c
of various typcs on ficlde

5075 a/c on Pilzen 4L/F.

75 plus a/c, o1l types on Praha/Kokowice ./Fe

50 plus a/c on Prahn/Tctnay L/Fe

25 plus a/c on Ganacker 4/F. 6-

SECRET
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300 plus u/i a/c on Budcfovic 1,/5‘ s o

ort L/ had 50 plus a/c of ali- typos. pquod An orpon fa.eld. S

Wallorsdorf i/F (481M1—12q.5u) wish 50 pius a/c of all types cbserved.

Passau ../F (4833N-13258) with 50 pius a/oy Me=-109s predominata, ©

_Kboly, Marienbad, Eisendarf, Plzen end Ruzjme /I«s all had heavy -
concentration of e/a.

Much convoy activity of trucks on h:.gh\,ays ’ csmciﬂlly betwec,n Kﬁrlsbad.
and Praguc, moving.in an oasterly dircction, - 7.

4 D&mago to. Eneny Installations L |
| An*i-Tank D:Ltch and Defense L.me LBordeaux J.rea - Good to Very Good Results

Ground. observurs report excellent bcn ibing by” haav:.es with good conoentr—' '
ations on defense ling, One flight of 12 a/c dropped 15 kilometers south of
target with bombs striking near town of Mayan,-no . dnmage was done, .

15 patterns of 500GP, 10 patterns of- 1000 GP and 1 pattern of 1000 .and 2000
GPs blanket 2/3 to 3/4 of tho constructed ditch, which app sars to be largely’
f:.lled with water. 3 to 4 patterns arec obscrved up to b miles S of the diteh
and’ 1 500 GP pattern is scen 9 1/8 miles S about hulf‘ oy bowh.on the rcnorted
locat:.on of the French and German lines, ‘ .

Landﬁlut M/Y- Unob sorved bo Very Good Reamlts

L PP AP I

@

Smcke and oloud obsoured part of dw rosclis but visuel pattorns and
calculated projectilss clecrly show thit most of the burgis uews in and around
the M/Ye The yord was very scverely darnged ir shs bogiuriag of the attack and
appearcd, unserviceable or almost wholly so. Dattorne of ¢F arc seen bursting
squarely across the M/¥Y arca and cnc paticrn of GP boubs is seon to burst
squarely on the buildings adjacent to the ordnance depot., Thesc buildings have
not.been damge(l in previous attacks, al’choug,h the opdnance depot proper was
scen 1o be severely domnged even in the beginning of the atitacks [n . incendiary
pattern is scen to burst across one end of the W/ extonding to the river across
the built up arca of the towm.

At

- Regensburg MA - Vory Good Results

Six concentrations of mixed GP and IB in and adjacent %o M/Y. Poor quality
of photography makcs the pinpointing of all bursis impossible., The following hits
were noted: moin station blanketed by bursts, the vagon repair shop and locomotiwve
repair shop reccived at least 2 dircct hits cach with fires burning late in the

attack, 3 locomotive depots ncar center of yard domoged by hits and near hits with
the western most of the third being almost completely destroyed, The single loco
depot in the westcrn end of the yard received one ncar hit, the sarting sidings were
blanketed by bursts with at least two explosions resulting. The storage siding and
goods depot were blankcted by approximately 20 bursts, industrail arca adjacent

to the northern siding and barracks -arca adjacent to the 8 sn.de of M/Y roceived
direct hit or near hit, damage to target will be severc.

T
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Regensburg West RR Bridge - Good. R oaults

Six concentrat:.on; of GP 'bombs in targvt arca, It whs :mpossible to
pinpoint any hits on the bridge prope:, it the eastorn approach rece:wed several
directs hits cutting a gop of approxirately 45 f%t,

East RR Bridge - Good Results

‘Six concentrations of GP bombs in and adjacent fto target area, It was
impossible to pinpoint any bursts but photo _,rgphy taken late in the attack, it
~was possible to detcrmine that the approach to- the- southern end of the br:).dgc ,
received at least 2 dircct hits and scveral ncar hits, The bridge propor received
ot loast one probsble and several near hits, the northern approoch received at
least 2 direct hits, an industricl section ad,jacent to the west s:.d:.n,g of the bridge
was severely danaged fran mony bursts. , _

Plattllng IVL’X Good to Very Good Rssults

S:Lx aoncentrau.lons of QP bonbs in “bargct area, Hits could be plottéed on
the follow;mg instelletions; passcnger station blanketied by at-least 20 bursts,
~ wagon oar locomotive repair shops at least 10 hits or necar hits late in the
attack, locomotive depot at least 5 hits Iate in the attock, Storags siding
blanketed by bursts. L1l other m,,j.or installationg received hits; damege will
be severe. ‘ ‘ RS

Stv'aublng RR Brlgge « Pair %o Gmd Boelts

..... ———

. Blanketed by six concentrations of hes wv G bombz, Ope direct hit can
be scen neoar the S end of the bridge, at least 3 probebls Lits near center of
bridge, at least 5 hits on rail lines just S of bridge, Damage will be scverc.
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De Ground sctivity

2lst Ly Group « 4 Polish ermored formetion end Canedian infantry have
reached the North Sea at Q7916 and U9725 and 9283.
Other Canadien troops advanced towerds the Zuider
Zec against opposition,
British troops repulsed counter-attacks at X8989 and
captured & strongly defended villege southeast of
Uelzen. Resistance generally stronger on the entire
British fromt.

12th srmy Group -~ WFirst U,S. Army armor continues to advence towards
the Elbe river, and the Ninth Army build-up in the
Elbe bridgehead contimues. Third srmy infantry
advanced on & broad front to the south and east of
‘ ! B Bayreuth cutting the autobahn 2t several points,
6th symy Group - First French Amy contimed to advance in the Bleck
FOreS'bQ

Enemy resistance generally scattcred, but where
encountered is Stubborns

There is no indicetion of enemy troops being brought
from thé Eastern fronte .

Ir the Ruhr pocket ‘the main difficulties would seem
to be those arising from the disposal of enemy
prisoners, which now total over 120,000.

Miscellaneous

D. OFER.TIONS OF OTHER AIR FORCES °

1. Tactical air Forces

\
‘Sowties ° Claims Losses
. ‘ 27"1"2 A ,
Ninth iir Porce 2205 221 ~1=189G 8
_ L=0=1A
First US TLF + 1219 Uy=1-10 ¢ &4
Second TiF 1404 _3,2-0-‘5 N 8
RAF Fighter Command 166 6=3=1 A 0
& | —=
Totals Lok 233=4~199 G 20

+ Gonplete rcport not o.va:.lablo.
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Yioth Air Force _ ST e
‘Might 1546 - T

Sorties : 8afec - |

Missions  : ) 'Patrcéis i‘z‘;‘Thir‘d' Us }Ahr_xyy'i:,o‘.fea

" Cleims & Losscs: Nil

Day 16

“Sorties 2197 e/o - | |

issions ~  : 9th Bomb Dlvlsion- 578 sorties, Attacked Zerbst comm,

. o center, Gunzerhousen M/Y, Kempten Ords Depot, Witten-
burg M/ dropping 737 tons with fair to very good results.
9th TACw 596 sorties, Lrmed recon, in Leipzlg ereca, area
cooparetion with Third and Ninth urmored DiVlSILOIlS,
attaolhed A/Fs. o
19th % 588 sortn,es. Lrmed reconm. in Chemnitz, Dresden,

~ Proha areas. Area cooperat:l.on to XX and VIII Corps;
escort to medium bombors, elr cover over Mulhausen and
G'chc-u .
29th TAC= 435 sortleu. Lir cooper&’ca.on to 2nd and 5th
Armored Divisions and XIX-Corps, dive~bombed: Magdebnrg H
escort to medium bombers; attacked .n/Fs. _ o
CZLa::.mu _: 27-1-2 air, 221-~189 Grourd,
Othzr Clavxs i - - Destroyed . . Bamaged
' :'EE L Lbh2 . - 328
AW N 38 23
) . Locos - 139 . . 103
RR Cars S 628 638
.. Gun Positions . 20 15
- bfAs 0 35
" Roil Cuts ' 53"'
I y Ou‘bs
Losses 8 a/c (4 to AA, 5 to uzﬂcnorwn causes, 1 to accident)
«10=
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First US T4F
Night 15/16 e e

Sorties 8 o/c

' Petrols in Wurzburg and Bamburg ereas,

Missions
Claims & Losses: Nil

1219 a/o

Sorties ¢
Missions : Man Bomp~Wing = 383 sortius, Lttecked Joaffe and Coubreg
. 12th T...C. = 655 sorties = Divebombed RR- bridge at -
Crailshcin, Lir cooperation to 7th UgSoLJng Lrmed.
receonnoissance in Nuromburg aprcea, :
1st Iwenoh Lir Force - Not avnllabln. : :
VOstﬁrn Fvcnch adr Torcde = 131 qowtles. Armod.reoonna1~
Bsanco m werborn Irence (Le Grand Cote and Royan arcas).
Claims ¢ 401 Lir; VUs-1~10 Ground ' |
Other Blaims : - Destroyed © Damnged
R 7 I vy B 59
- 60 26
- LFV ' 19 10
Locos: 6 17
Gun Positions 6 0
Rall Cars 30 » - 118
‘Bridges : . 0 3
Rail Quts 10 R 0
, \ (R 3
Lossas : b af
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Second TAF

Night 15/16
Sorties 71 a/c

Missions _ 3 /rmed reoon,. in Emden-l’ ebterland-wlsmar-Soltau areas;
A attaoked Prn.tzvmlk Wy, o , !

.

Claims s Nil . ‘

Other Claims ‘ Destroycd Damagcad -
MT T s 20
Troins o3

Db I
Sorties 3 ¢33 efo

~ Missions .- 3 frmed recons E of Zuidor ‘Zée s Dmion, Bremen, Hamburg,
T ,umobm‘g TS, S :

Claims $ 12-0-3 Lir

Othor Claims . _ - ) Destroyea .’Damaged o
MT C 212 400
LFV ' 1. L
Locos - 8 - 55
RR Cers 7% ¢ 284
RR Cuts 81 -
HDV B A 36
Barges RS SR 12
Tugs o 0 2
Losses 1 8a/c

RLF F;ghter Commond

Night 15/16
Sarties | h: 17 a/fc |
Missions offensive patrols over ./Fs in south central Germeny.
Claims & Losses; Nil S |
12~
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’Sorties

.-+ Missions

"Qladms

Losses

€ o

U9 ofo

! Bsoert-$o.bombars’ of. RAP Bompor Commnd.
E-3el Mdr - - ’
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2+ Fifteenth Air Foroe

15 April 1945

252 B~l7s, 606 Bw2ls, 146 P=38s-sortied against tactical targets south
of Bologna.

245 B=17s, 585 B=24s, escorted by 14b P~3855”dropped 1577 tons GP and RIX
on primaries, visually with good results. ILosses; 1 B=17,

¢ o
109 B=17s, 55 B=24s, 82 P-~5ls sartied against Neversa RR Bridge.
105 B~17s, 41 B-24s, escorted by 81 P-51s dropped 360 tons on primary;
49,7 tons on secondary (Ponte Di Piave RR Bridge) visually, very good results
on primary; poor on secondary. Losses: nil,

153 B=2Ls, 83 P-5l1s sartied ageinst Casarsa RR Bridge,

110 B-24s, escorted by 80 P-5ls, dropped 244 tons RDX on primary; 17
tons RDX on secondary (Ponte Di Piave RR Bridge) visually with fair results.
Losscs: 1 B=24.

58 B=24s, 30 P-51s sortied against Chedi Ammo Factory and Stares,
56 B~24s, escorted by 30 P-5ls, dropped 126 tons RDX on primary, visually,
very good results. Losses: nil. '

51 P=38s, 37 P-5ls sortied against rail targets in area bounded by
Innsbruck/Linz/Pilsen/Regensburg.

48 p-38s, 36 P-51s strafed and skip~-bombed assigned areas dropping 7.5
tons, Claims: 2-0-0A, 2-0-0 G, Iosses: 6 a/c (5 P-38s, 1 P-51),

Operational Highlights, MASAF units put forth the greatest all out effort
and exceeded all records previously set in the history of the Air Farce, The
force attacking Nervesa, Casarsa and Ghedi were routed around west coast of Italy
to avoid bad weather in North Adriatic and to allow favorable axis of attack in
reference to flak defenscse The force attacking tactical targets in Bologna
area were routed over watcr so that rack malfunctions and loose bombs falling out
when bomb bays were opened would not cndanger friendly troops. Simultaneous
attacks were plamned to divids flak defenses and complete bombing attack in time
limits set by the axrmy,

Bombears Fighters
Sorties: 1233 a/o (872 B=24s, 361 B-17s) 12 :9‘ aj/c (197 P-38s, 232 P-5ls)

Eff. Sorties: 1142 a/c 120 a/c

Tonnage : 237347 7+5

Claims : Nil 2=0~0A, 3=0=0G

Losses ¢ 1 B~17, 1 B=24.. . 6 a/e t5 P-38s, 1 P-51)

R
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' ifggenth Air Force = ;g{&mi*

252 Bwl?s, 538 B-.»at..s and 105 P~bls sartied against tootical torgets in
Bologna arca.

98 B~24s escortod b{ 102 p~51s dwoppnd 216, tons on primary, visually
with f‘air resulte. Hoving been bgiafed to borb only undoy visusl conditions
252 B-17s and 440 B-2s returned vo base when complote cloud cover was encountered
in the terget av-eas. Lossas; nile ; _

56 P=51s sortied,- 35 P-51s swep’a and strafed south of 1line £rom wmich/
Pilson/Linz. Claims: 5-0-0 air, 2-0-0 ground, Lossos: il

Bombvers : - o liisb.’ss.r.’.e

. Sorties; 790 a/b(252 B~17s, 538 B-2hs) 139 P~518
Bff. Sortios; 98 afo 137 a/fa
Tonnage : '716»1 o Nil . r 3
Claims . 3 N1 5-0-04, wo-oa
Losses :

Nil ' Nil
3o RAF Boubor Commond |

- Dayl6 _ ‘TLossos
13 Iancasters Y
1 Mosquito’ Lutzow at Swinsrunlo .0
_2 losquitoos Wouther Reconnalssance 0
21 a/o N I a/c

Night 16,17
222 Loncastors : ,
11 Mosquitoos Tilsen M/Y

167 lencasters
9 Mosquitoos Schwendorf M/

19 Halifoxos -
4 Mosquitocs Goblingen . /P

64 Mosquitoes Berlin

21 Mosquitocs Munich

47 Mosquitocs

37 Halifaxes
8 B~17s
6 Br2hs Bomber Support
4 Holifaxes

1. Mosquitoe Signal InVes'bigution Patrols
820 o/c Losses nat availeble

NOTE: The forogoing is based. on prola.minary roports and ls not %o be
uscd for reoord PUrpoOsc s,
CHARIES Y, BANFILL

Brigndicy Gencral, USA
Divactor of Intelligence



