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CONRIDEN

INT ERPRuTATIOI\J RlPOT{T S.A. 3523

< ATTACK ON KALTEHKIR 7 AIRFIELD on 7 APRIL 194r - .

~

1{1;(‘3, W:L'bl full fighter escorﬁv,

2) ho.‘of alrcraft i g
. (b)Y Cormand 3, UeSe Sth AIR FCRGE

(o) Tine s 1322 - 1333 B hrs.

(d) Borbs : 560 X 500 b, G.P.

700 X 250 1b, G,P,
( e 1638 I 150 1be G,P.
e B e ConiL 0 442 X 100 Abe GuPess e
S oo T e 140 X 500 1b,. EiB.:
. Re DEIAILS Or THE ATTAuK .
(a) Threc heavy concentration of I.E, bursts are seensblaketing over
‘half ol the only runway and an epproximgte &/10 of the landing
% arcae Photographs ranging from céewr %o cloudy meke & cdmolvue : g
%inuor“~etdtlon impossibles G 12 alrcraft vigible at the. Lan of ) é]
#y‘tae at vack, nine are probably'cegtrOV$d or dauaged, ;

» “ N ke
b

(b) Burs“u are seen on the airflelu md 1ts faoilltles as follows; _3 ;
(uonenclature used refers to annotation t&rmet 1llustratlon).

D y at least 60 burs €S, wlth .
11 uﬁits._ Possmbly hit bv E

¢ irsts with very Srobablc

i . ‘ hits on ¢ifht QLroralt dispersed herey. Part of fie
i . . patfern extended into an. open area to the Souuﬂeagt.

e o - Barracls aad‘storau - At least 30 bursts scatﬁered throughout bhe

o - Sovthweut arcas

Probable stﬁkage aréa
E (Imﬁediwtely”Wbst of Sbation buildings) - hit oy concentration of
' - I,Bs..

Iy |
4

Sout auost barracks area - An undeterningd. nwaber of burscs are
: isible tALOQWu clouds to the Northeash
) oi’ Lhe burrachs. T

(o) Other bursts T

;

“(i) it least 60 H.E. bursts in an open areas 1i miles to the Northwes! <
(11) At least 20 HE bursts in an open area 1 mile‘%o the Northnroste

(ii1) ituch smoke, probably caused by T,eBs, is visible through cloud
in the erea lmmediately Southwost of the airficld.

3¢ ACTIVITY :

(1) The field is partially covered on cloud obscured photographs.

(ii) Tirelve aircraft are visible as followss

Ly0 : NeWe.Side S.i3, % de. Renote S.E.disporsal
0 Tedium  — & ———g - 1o
2 small .

e ————
12 Tofal -



S.d, 3623 (Conttd) = Page 2“7 1. 0 - 7 " COUFIDENTIAL

e e o e

4. . AMNOTAYTD D7 mms. R

o le (SAV 452/1191) - 7) Shows. first WO.W of a‘btaok. :
Noe2s (BAV 96/108{’. - 9). Shows concentrabien of bursts across. runwoy
‘ | ~ and smoke frowm. iz s‘c phase of the aﬁ*‘ta.cl...

‘5. BOIB PLOT:
.

A‘bomb wlot Has been Lwoyarod s.nd w1ll bo d s»ribwbedu S

| Be dzxoro(ﬂwzls RECEIVED: . R f
‘e SAV 90/1720 - 1"29 7 Aprll 1945 1358 B hod ,
N96/10780 ! "7 1331 B hrs 1/1@,@95, L.12“)18 0901133 4
W 98/100041083 - o 1520 B hrae /004900 (R.L.7")18,0001tA-)
" 3BR/LIBIR6AE5 v o e 1825 B Dwsy 1/5

,900 "7 18,0001 143

; W «3.:31 B hrs i~ .7 18,0001 tBY |
. DISTRIBUTION NO. 1luC -
.= 249 mles '

1 to A.le2(b)
1 to A.1.3(b)
1, 7245 Copies
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CONFIDENTIAL

/ 2 g Ckué- ’ Exanqﬁanrxasv | ‘1M'J/
-/ feodt 13N COMBAT Bogg WING (H) |
Date 7 8ril 1945
x ‘ 13 CBW ¥
13 CBW'OPB 313
3°AD 0 634

SUBJECT: Tastical Report (BUGHEN AND KALTENKIRGHIN, GERMANY)

™ Colonn € Sheek - G5

1, Information Concerning the Targets: a, The lst priority target
(visual only) for 13A and B was the 01l Storage Area at Buchen, Germany.

2, Planning dﬂﬂf:iocutibng' \ l
8, Orders o Bemb Load: Force:s Apalgned
o ' Target:
(1) 45 A;B,Cs |
(a) 388 2 x 3037GP 36 A/G Eeltenkirchen
, x M- '
sbg L52 20 x 250 GP 36 A/C Kaltenkirchen
s} 96 38 x 150 @GP 36 A/O \ Ealtenkirchen
(2) 13 C,A,B:
(6) 95 A4,B,63 10 x 500 GP 36 A/C Ealtenkirchen
D: 38 x 100 GP '
éa 390 x 1000 GP 36 A/C Buchen
{p) 100 6 x 1000 GP 36 A/C Buchen
(3) 93 A,B,0,D3
(a) 385 8 x 500 GP 36 A/C Gustrow
(L)  &k93 4 x 1000 GP 36 A/C Gustrow
' L x ¥~17 : ,
ic; 34 8 x 500 GP 36 .A/C Guatrow
d) 4950 4 x 1000 GP 36 A/C Gustrow
: I x M=17
() & A;B,G,Dz
'{a ‘agz 38 x 100 GP 36 A/C Parchim
b) & 38 x 100 Frag. 36 A/C Parchim
o) 447 38 x 150 GP 36 A/C Parchim
a 9% 8 x 500 GP 36 A/C | Parchim -
b, Availabllity: Airbornex
(1) 95 Reg: L3 A/C 50 C/C 34 A/C
| Lead: 12 Aéc 6 C/C & A;O
(2) 1005  Rem® 42 A/C 45 C/C 34 A/C
Leeds 12 A/C 7 C/C L A/C .
(3) -390: Reg:s L1 A/C 58 C/C 34 A/C
' Leads 12 A/C 12 C/C k A/G

bi)

Qv

The lat priority targct (viaunl only) for 130 was the A/T at
Ealtenkirchen, Qgggggzq S

The 2ad prisrity targat (visual or B2X) for all Groupn was the
Main Rall) Station at. ter ,

r, Sermany.




ey e .

| CONFIDENTIAL
¢o Non-effective Sorties aand Returning Spareag

(1) 953 A/C 2455: 336 Sqdn "Z" =~ Pilot Lt. Galbraith =
Feathered #1 engine ~ 01l leak - No sortie. : '

4. Lead A/C Failures and/or Malfunoctions:

L3

’ (1) 956 H2X equipment fallure. Haintenance report short
circuit in ceble linking remote scope with indicator unit, this caused
no return in scope. :

(2) 390A: API erratic.
e, A/C Outstanding: |
(1) 1003 A/C 33hs 349 Sqdn "B" = Pilot Lt. Howard - Lost to

enemy 4/C, A/C 071: 418 Sqan "P" - Pilot Lt, Galder - Lost to enemy 4/C.

(2) 3902 A/C 2253 570 Sqdn "L" - Pilot Lt, Kotter - Attacked
by enemy A/C - 8 chutes seen,

fo A/C Lending Away From Base: None,
3. Navigatlon:

Posltion YFiliaht

| 138 100). . 13C 98y
Plan AL: Maj, McHenry Maj. Gibbons Capt. Jenkins

_Altitude N: t. Yar o Flygstad

BU 11 8000°. 2 min, early 1 min., late on time
. on_oourse on course ....n oourss
CP1  8000° 1'min, late ~ on time 1 min, late
. ‘ mi 't 2 mi. left mio 11t
CP 2 © 120000 1 min, early 1 min, early 2 min., early
' < .y'&um,; -1l mi, left
OOV

oﬁ/tim§.  2 min, late on‘tine

CP 3 150000
- % %%ﬁ left ' o% gourqg % %io right
P  13A4,B=15000° 1 min. early 3 min, late 3 min. late
- 13C~180000 2mi. left al. left on_courae
: . 3 .
TGT  13A,B=15000° ~(2nd P) (1st P) {lat P)
130-18000° |
‘ , ‘ 133007 150007 =
RP - 13A,B=15000° None used 2 ain. late 4 min, late
: 13C-18000° . E s%o left E nia left
CP L4 ., 120000 6 min, late 2 min. late 1 min. late
: _ o t I t suxrse
ENG Minimum 1 ain, early 20 min., early 18 min, early
COAST ; on_cosurse on_course on_gourse

&, Assembly: 13A nln.nblod over Buncher 11, 1)B over Buncher 28,
and 130 over Buncher 23, Assembly altitude was 8000°. 130, which

was flying as the last Group of 45 Wing, was to be the first Group in

Wing assembly, On the approach to Felixstowe 13A was 2 minutes early

~and cut off 130 forcing 13C behind them, 13A then made a wide turn

North of Southwold to allow 13C to obtain its proper position in
the bomber streqmo : ‘ ‘

b, Routey The briefed route was flown essentially as briefed by
13A, B, C to their respective IPa, 13A and B stayted their runs on
the lst priority target in Group formation, because of enemy fighters
in the area, ‘134 was unable to release on the lst priority target,

because of a cloud over the MPI, and went on-to attack the 2nd priority‘ ¥
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target., However, 13B was able to attack {ts lst priority target. 130
attacked its lat priority terget and reassembled at the RP, After
bombe away 13A made a 360 degree turn in order to gain altitude for
the Kiel Canal Plak Corridor whioh was to be crossed at 21000V,
Consequently, 13A was behind 13B on the return route, The route was
flown essentially as briefed to the English Coast, .

e

. 6, Weather: Over the bases at take-off there were 10/10 stratus
clouds with bases at 12007, Visibllity was 2-3000 yards, ZEnroute to
the target there were 10/10 strate-cumulus olouds below 5000°,
breaking at COS00E and beceming 3-4/10 East of O800E, There were also
3=5/10 cirrus above 25000° Bast of O800E, In the.target area there
were 3-4/10 strato-cumulus below 6000° and 3-5/10 oirrus above 25000°,
Dovinward visibility was 20-30 miles, Enroute to the bases there wer
3-4/10 strato-cumulus belew 6000° becoming 10/10 over North Sea .
and East Anglia, Over the hases on return there were 10/10 strato-
ocumulus with bases at 800+1200°, Visibility was 2-3 miles., Average
winds enroute wers 060/21K and 060/25K in the target area.

L. Bonmbings

2, Attacking: . Jettisoning: Returnings
95 1st P 37 A/C 1A/
280 x gbo QP 10 4‘500 ap
308 x 100 GP '
34 x 150 GP

100 lat P 36 A/C
216 x 1000 GP

2 A/C (eash carrying 6 x 1000 GP) were lost to
enemy A/O prior to the IP.

390 2nd P 36 A/C 14A/6 .
216 x 1000 GP 6 x 1000 GP

: 4+ A/C (carrying 10 lsaflet conteiners) was lost
/ . to enemy A/C prior to tgo Ip,

'\



v CONFIDENTIAL
bo 13A (390)

Squadronss A (#798) B (#127) O (#784) D (#749) - -

Targets , 2nd P 2nd P 2nd P 2nd P
AP, _Agsigned Agsigned Assigned . Asgigned
A/C Releasings 9 8 9 i 20 ‘
Bomd Load: 6 x 1000 GP_6 x 1000 GP 6 x 1000 GP 6 x 1000 GP _
Mgthod of Release:s Salve Salvo Salvo Salvo
Altitude:s Trus:  15800° 15800° 158600 15590°

Ind; 15600° 15600° 15660° 15500°
True Heading: 340 33 333 333
Dpifts . 8L
Trail Chenge: None
Greund Speed: 192
Tan. DoA, 25k ‘
Time of Relesses 134,03 134,04 _ 13404 13408
g1 Yeos \
Patterns Lengths - 2650° ~
| Widths  13s0% |
Errorss Rahge: 098 Bombing was

Defs (] o scesaplished in
_Redials 13507 droup fo rmation

Percents -1000° 10 i _

20007 SRS
Crews ALg Ai%j:’ ' ?:;cn | g;f;':ﬁ gﬂ;k

3 Goolab Go dw‘________

ﬁ Eowoll ll;llor %g or : S z:i.ck and
t o t o to e
z% Ennt

. 3 olnerne
(No. of apto It. (5) ‘It‘ 1O It (3]
 Leads) B3 al orman Bugk Johnson
o 2 to Lo
Misaions) RN: ¥lana Sternber Mattson gm‘.lc —

’k@
CORFIDENTIAL
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(1) Narrative: 390A,B,C,D: The decision was made to bomb in
Group formation because or onomy A/O in the target area.

Begoause of weather at the let
priority target, en attaok on the 2nd priority target was initiated on
o true headlng of 325 degrees. The R/N proceeded to set up course,
however, li miles from the BRL, the bombardier was able to plck up
the target visually. A normal aighting operation was oompleted. At
bombs away, course was goed but rato was fast, 390B,C,D bombardiers
did not sight for rate.

PI: The bumba frem all Sguadrons fell in a compact
pattern 1350° short of. the assigned MPI in a fully built-up residential
and factory aroao There were about 8 direct hits on the rallroed
tracka 1500° 8 of the {altonger atation. A large unidentified factory
building near the atation received a heavy concentration of bombs,
ggo szogg% rail over road bridge S of the station mey have received

rec 8,

3600¢ SE of MPI,
{2) Bombing Malfunotionss

H2X scope photo plets indicate bombfall

A/C 225 (carrying 10 learlet containera) was lost to
enemy A/C prior to the IP,

A/C 9023 Jettisoned 6 x 1000 GP at 5337-104L0 at 1327
hours because a swinging nose gun hit the toggelier causing an
acoldental release, / ~
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>
Squadrons: “ A ($#794) B (§696) Cc (£719) ;M&;)
Target: __ lay P 1st P ist P lst P
APo Assigned Assigned ___ Assigned Assigned
A/C Releasings 9 9 9 9 | 1
Bomb Loeds ¢x1000 GP  6x1000 GP 631000 GP __ 6x1000 GP |
Method of Release: Sglvo Salvo Salve Selvo
A].titudo-s True: U ;54000 148107 151507
Ing; 15000° 152009 116000 14950°
Irue Heading: ‘008! 010 0135 010 021
prafts 0
Trall Change: None.
Ground Speed: 160 i
; ;;!p'ér Release: ;327 ) 1327  ;}31_ 1327
Pattern: Lengths
. Widths —
Errorss Range: Mimi. 8

Percents 1000°

Wal.

Grews . ALz _ Gibbons Willison |
' . ' apt. Lto ) Ezto

Hapf .

o G i Gt <o .

S ket T 0 L

(N . AN Crotty
Qo s . “Ro]

W, (121 &, (3 It. (6]
Leads) By Zeaske der Shiurb Tolliver :
(Missions) RN; | Oo;diig_:; Tu:rger Clinten Decker ‘ %
_ — | e
-6 -

CORFIDENTIAL
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“{1) Narrative: 100A,B,C,D: Because of the presence of enemy
A/C in the target area, the dooision was made to bomb in Group
formation, '
After the maneuver at the IP,
the attock was initlated on a true heading of Oli degrees., Because
8/10 undercast conditions prevented the bombardier from picking up
the target, he proceeded on the run by pin-point pilotage.
Synochronizatlion for rate and course was asccomplished on check points
ghort of the target area on the approach te the BRL., Because a cloud
covered the MPI, the bombardier poaitioned the oross hairs on the
cloud, ueing ocheock points outslide the target and released the bomba,
The ﬁ/N assisted with ccurse agd the bombardisr also used the Grid
method of bombing on the run, ~embardiers in 100B,C,D did not sight
for rate, To obtain close Groug formation on the bomdb run, 100D
flew 10007 above the briefed altitude, .

- PI: No bursts from any bombs dropped are.visible.
According *o computations based on bomb trajectory tables, the bomba
probably fell in the approximate positionss ' T

1004 It is impossible to employ the bomd
trajectory tables to determine the bombfall of this Squadron, alnce the
first pictures are cloud obscured, According to the position of the
sioke bombs in the last picture taken, the pattern would proba ly
fall 1§ miles short in fields and on the railrosd tracks running SE
from the target, -

100B: 1% miles short and 1 mile right in
flelds, & river, and on reilrced tracks running SKE from the target.

100Cs 1% miles short in fields and woods,

100D: 1% to 1 3/4 miles short in fields

and woods.
| (2) Bombing Malfunctionss

A/C 334 and A/C 071 (eaoh carrying 6 x 1000 GP) were lost
to enemy A/C prior to the IP.
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d, 13 (95)
Squadronss A (#8su8) B (f8210) G (§8040) D (f#8667)
Targets: | 18t P st P 1st P __lst P |
AJPo Assigned Selegted ed Asgigned
A[g Releasing: 9 21 8 9
‘Bomb Lead: 10x500 GP___ 10x500 GP _ 10x500 GP __ 38x100 GP _
Method of Raléaug 100°¢ 1009 100° 100° A —
Altitude: True: 180007 184,807 175200 17060° .
Inds 18000° 185009 _ 175000 17000°
o Heading: (30 0: | 306 290 285
prifte 8 L 0L L L 51
Trail Changes None None None None
Ground Speed: 210 222 « 210 =210
zano D;;A§ 05§ | . 027 1Y , 05‘#9 wo—
Time of Release: 1337 1337 1338 1340 _
g-1 Yeos . \ Yos Yes |
Pattern: Length: L 14,250
o Widths 800°
Errors: Range: No
Det: . Silghting —
Radi‘é_l_l_é / —
Percents 1000° 40
2000°¢ _60 =
:U;pt o It o . Maj, o
Crew; ALs Jenkins Wrizht e .___Weaver .
- &, "rt"ﬁ 1t, Lt.
g Thompson Parr%ah Qehert __Ne
o] 0 8o =g\
g Balzer 18¢ Manbelberg _1Lee
E ; E Lto to ’ o o
Ns Flygzstad Manzler esh Boges
ajo
B AN: Mogness i -
(No, of ———-—-riﬂ—rm—'r t., (6] It. (L) 270 (&) :
Leads) B: Hathgwag W?tt Sohetlg* llaaae;;_%or
o to 2 o to / H :
(Missions) RN: Decherniss  Baldie Heald Shuster
<3 8 o
CONFIDENTIAL
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(1)  Narrative: 954,B: Because of the presence of enemy A/0
in the target area, the decision was made to bemb in two formatiocns;
g5E with 954, and 95D with 95C,

§ / \ , After the mansuver at the IP, the
bombardier took over and initiated the sttsck on s true heading of
306 degreeas. The bembardier proceeded with pin-point pilotage as
L,~5/10 clouds provgnt.g plaking up the, terget immediately after
the turn on the IP. . 16 miles Lfysa the BRL, the bembardier ploked up
the target and completed a normal sighting speration, Synohronization
at bombs away was very £0sd, The bombardier in 95B sighted for rate
to the right of the asaligned AP besause the Squadron echeloned right
of 95A, Rate appeared to be gosd at the BRL, o '

, . ~ PIs Olouds over the A/D prevent precise interpre-
tation, No burata of 95A are visible, but the bombs probably fell
short of end on the SW portion of the runway, The bombs from 95B fell
short of the ruawey in woods by the barracks area and on the L/F¥
adjacent to the runway. The MPI of the pattern was 1125° short of the
assligned MPI, , ‘

95Cs Bomb bay doors were opened 2 minutes prior to the
IP. 4fter the turn at the IP, the bombardier took over and began ths
attagk on a true heading of 303 degrees, The bombardier prsceeded to
dn pin-point pilotage and 15 miles from the BRL, he identified the
target and completed a normal sighting operation. Synchronization
apreared to be good at bomba away.

PIs Clouds and smoke over the target prevent

precise interpretation, About 15 bombs of 95C are visible, and thess
fell 66007 left of the assigned NPI in fields,

: 95D¢ The interval taken by 95D was sufficient to allow
the bomberdier to kill course as well as rate on the bomb run. After
the turn at the IP, the bombardier proceeded to set up csurse on an
"ipitiel true heading of 304 degrees. 14 miles from the BRL, the
bombardier identified the target and completed a normal sighting
operation, S8ynchrenizatipn appeared goéod at bombs away,

PI: Neo bursts of any bembs dropped by 95D are
visible, but according to the position of the smoke bombas in late
pictures of camera sorties, and computations based on bomb trajectery
tables, the bomba probably fell in fields 1 mile left »f the asmsigned

MPI, , . o
. H2X scepe photc plots indicate bombfall
2500° South of the MPI,

(2) Bombing Melfunctions:

A/C 24,55 had a mission failure and jettisoned 1C x 500
GP in the channel on orders from the tower (#1 engine was feathered),
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5, OCcmmunications: a. VHF; (1) OGChannel A (790) was good &nd olear

for communications between Group and 8quaedron lLeaders. 13A and 13B had-
exceptional communications with each other most of the time, The heaviest
traffic resulted durlng the period of enemy fighter attacks, 113G, who .
flew witu the L4L5th Wing, had very excellent communications with the Wing,
Bech Swuadron Leader and Deputy Leader carried the L5th wing'e Chennel A
crystal

(2) Kodak Red celled Fireball Leader on Channel B (809) and
gave a very acourate target weather report, Qther Wing Leaders were
contacted sdtisfactorily and communication‘with‘"Arrowswift’ was good.

(3) The fighter support was contacted just prior to the IP and
comnunications with them vere satisfactory. 13A reported that the .
fighters were engaged for a time during the bomb run and during thils
interval calls for ald went unanswered, 13B experienced the aame
difficulty while 13C reported continuous direct oontact during attacks.

(L) No distress transmissions were made.

“b., %/T¢ (1) The 3rd AD operatiocnal frequenoy was jammed from 1120
to 1230 meking transmiseion during this period very difflicult.  The Ving.
HF/DF ground station had the usual voice interrerenoeo 134 and 13B
vombed in Group formetion.

(2) 13A CP1 CP2 CP3 TGT CP4

Flight Plan 1039 1130 1214 1325 1416
ATA 1040 1129 1237 1340 1422
TOD 1051 1134k 1241 1347 1430
130 cPl ¢cp2 CP3 16T Cpy
Flight Plan 1036 1127 1211 1334 1413
ATA 1038 1126 1211 1337 1420
TOD 1042 1132 1217 1358 1428
(3) 13A S A 3 1340 1347 95B P A 2 1337 1346
13B PB 5 1327 1514 95¢ P A1 1338 1402
13 P A 1337 1358 95D P A 2 1340 1408
Phato%raphy° 95 installed 6 oblique, 3 scope, and 8 vertical
oameraao 2, and 8 bf which took plotures. PERF A/C 040, #1 95C;

equipnment inoperativoo 2 sets of H2X scope photos received, one or
which ia plottable and one not plottable because of the toe high
brillianoe on remote scopeo

b, 100 installed 1 oblique and 8 vertical cameras, all of which
took plctures. All HRX cemera A/C were grounded.

¢, 390 installed 2 oblique, 1 scope, and 9 vertical cameras, all
of which took piotures. HZX photos received and all are plottsble.

By Command 6f Brigadier General HUGLIN:

Gpnedd G M%

ERNEST A. KIESSLING,
Lt, Col,, Alr Co
Director of Train g & Anelysis.

ENTIAL
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CONTF
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BOMB TRAJBCTORY TABLBS WER: USED TO DEILRMINB
THE POSITION OF THE BOMB FALLS FOR '~ B

AND 3. 2N A WAS CALUUCATED FROM THE FOSTTION
OF THE SMOKE BOMBE (N LATR FHOTOGRAPHS JF

THE CAMERRA SORTTRS: THE CAME PROCED/RE WAS

TSED TO DBRTERM:NB THE APPROXIMATE POC[TTON

e e e e h ® W W
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13TH COMBAT BOMB WING (H) )

APO 559
8 April 1945

3U4TJECT: Supplements to Tgctical Reports {KIELD GERMANY - 3 April 1945
‘ KIEL, GERMANY - L April 1945
NURNBERG, GERMANY - 5 April 19}
LEIPZIG, GERMANY = 6 April 1945
BUCHEN AND KALTENKIRCHEN,
GERMANY, 7 April 1945)

0 B éf;{_r ;A,,?@/,:;f' 7, /g/ oo /( ) (?» ¢

1, KIEL, GERMANY (3 April 1945)

a, Corrections: (1) Paragraph 4, b, (1), pege 5: In addition -
The H2X bomb circle error in A/C 784 wes caused by a malfunction of the
step delay mechanism whiech affected the calibration of the bomb circle.
T™e R/N might have oorrected the error by (1) checking the calibration
prior to the bomb run, (2) making the proper adjuatment on the range unit
be/, el ‘

(2) Peragraph 6, a, page 10: last sentence, change to read -
2 sets of H2X scope photos were received, 1 of which is plottable; re-
maing set 1s not plottable because brilliance was too low, The R/N
might have tuned up the remote socope brilliance,

(3) Paragraph 6, b, page 10: In eddition = a/c 8313, #4 A/C
100B, with K+21 camers installesd:; camera well doors were closed by the
crew prlor to teke off and were not opened again for the bomb run.

b, Report on H2X Fallures:

, (1) 100Bs The cause for weak returns in A/C 794, which was not
usable for bombing, was a defective 715 (amplifier) tubs. The tube

was replaced. :

(2) 390B3 This malfunction might have been remedied by the
R/ by checking the callbration prlor to the bomb run, and making the
rioper sdjustments on the range unit box,

(3) 95Ds Malfunotion of MK 23 pressure pump in 4/C 8179
csused poor definition end renge, The pump has been replaced,

2. KIBL, GERMANY April :

a. Corrections; (1) Paragraph 2, 4, (1), page 2: In addition -
100B; A/C 696, rack malfunction and bombs had to be salvoed, 100C:
A/C 705, rack malfunction of the left bomb bay., Bombs had to be salvoed.

(2) Paregraph L, ¢, (1), page 7: Change to read - 100B - The
}/N picked up the target at 45 miles and proceeded to set up course on
4 true heading of 095 degrees. The bombardier was clutched in at 10 miles
and subsequent rate cheoks of 9, 8, 7, 6, and 5 miles were made., 10
saconds prior to the BRL, the bombardier realized that the bombs would
aet hit the assligned AP on the 2nd priority target on this approesh.
herefore, the bombardier changed his AP to the railway tracks running
% wnd SW from the ocity of Klel. This AP was short and right of ths
4rd priority target. H2X equipment operated satisfastorily, but over
the North Sea range and definition was weak. \

b.. Report of H2X Fsilures:
(1) 100A: Ground checks of 4/C 183 revealed that there was

H2X voltags diffioculty caused by poor adjustment of inverter, The
uGjustment can be made in the alr, . :



CCHPFIDENTIAL

(2) 100B: Ground checks of A/C 696 indlcate defectlve
pre-amplifier tube in the H2X set. This tube was replaced., This
can only be accomplished on the ground, ' _ .

(3) 100C: Ground checks of A/C 705 H2X set indicate poor
adjustment of sweep on the 50 to 100 mile scan, The R/N might have
made this sdjustment in the gir, ‘

(L) 390Bs Ground ochecks of A/C 837 revealed the 24 to 1 divider
tube out, Thls caused the range unit to be inoperative in the air. The
tube was replaced. This could only be accompliahed on the ground.

(5) 390D: Ground checks and an altitude flight of A/C 750
revealed electrical trouble in A/C's entire system. This may have
sccounted for the H2X failure.

3. NURNBERG, GERMANY (5 April 1945)

a, OCorrectiona: (1) Paragraph 2, ¢, (1), page 2: Non-effective
Sorties -~ In addition - A/C 8229, Pilot 1t., Banks failed to assemble
with 13 CBW and flew with 96 Group. This Group falled to release
its vombs on the target, A4/C 8229 jettisoned the entire bomb load
in the channel becayse it was low on fuel.

(2) Paragraph 3, b, page 3: In addition - On the let down
through the clouds, 100D leader turned to the right to avold possible
collision with other A/C, The navigator used a wind that he had
cbtained et altitude for D.R., which was inaccurate. When 100D broke
out of the clouds, it was over Schammen Islands and although the
nevigator pin pointed himself at thls point;, it wes too late to
turn away. ‘ T

: (3) Paregraph 4, b, (1), page 5: Narrative 100D: Add the
following PI reports A/C 1530, #2 lead element, released late, arnd
bombs fell 6000° over on the railrsad tracks leading NE from the targ:

- () Paragraph 4, b, (2), page 53 100C: Photos indicate 1 A/0
released late, This A/C was not reported in the report from the Group.

(5) Parsgraph 4, d, (1), page 93 The following PI report
should be included and the others deleted: Photographs taken by 95C
and D show that these Squadrons bombed almost simultansously. The
visible pattern, which probably belongs to both 95C and D, was 3000°
right of the 2nd prlerity terget., An unldentified factory ares was
hit. There was a concentrution of bursts on all of the 8 to 10
nulldings., An explosion and subseguent large fire occurred, Photos
taken by $5A end B show that these two Squadrons bombed almost
simultaneously and after 950 and D. The bombs fell left of, short of,
and on C'8 and D°s pattern in a fully built-up area adjacent to the
assigned 2nd priority target. It is imposaible to distingulsh A's
pattern from Blg.

b, Repurt of H2X Fallures:

(1) 9542 (Ground checks of A/C 8210 indicate T.R, tube out.
This cen only be repaired on the ground.

(2) 390B: Ground Checks of A/C 571 revealed that the A=~29
tube {(pulse forming mechanism) was out, Tils can only be remedled on
the ground. The R/N, however 6 might have helped the set by adjusting
the local oscilletor for higher orystal current,

L, L3IPZIG, GTRMANY (April 6 1945) °

&, Corrections: (1) Paragraph 2, b, (1), page 13 Correct to
read -~ A/C Airborne - 31 Regular, 5 Lead,

(2) Paragraph 2, b, (1), p=ge 1¢ In additiong 5 regular A/C
snd 1 la:d A/C werse ascheduled as spares (2 of these regular A/C were to



CONFIDENTIAI

(3) Paragraph 2, by (3), page l: In addition: A spare A/C
wae avallable but 1t wes not airbvorne. ,

5, DBUCHEN AND KALTENKIRCHEN, GERMANY (April 7 1945)

a. Corrections: (1) Peragraph L, b, page ' L3 Correct to read:
Bombing Pattern: Lengths 1350, Width: 26509,

b, To be included: Parsgraph 7: ZIEnemy Alrcraft Opposition: Approx=
imetely 15 to 20 E/A made individual attacks of opportunity against
bombers of 13A and B, P-51 fighter escort intercepted E/A and broke up
their formation before they could make mass attacks, ME=1098s, FW-190s,
and ME2628 were reported in the area Rast of Hamburg and intercepted ’
the bombers before the target,

(1) 13A: Approximately 10 ME~262s approeched this Group from
the 3 o°%clock position, P-51 sscort interocepted the E/A and dispersed
their formation, Only 1 ME-262 was aggresaive enough to break through
fizhter screen and attack the bombers from 6 s'clock high, Gunners
were alert and begen firing at maximum renge. B/A made a fly through
attack on the high element of the lead 8quadron, and continued the
attack passling through the formation, E/A broke down into cloud czver,
1 B-17 was lost to the attack, Gunners oclaim this ME-262 destroyed.

(2) 13B: Attacks on thie Group began at 1253 hours at 5234
0950, Just after the IP, Attaecks were made by 10 to 15 E/A, The
attecking A/C were mostly ME-1098, but a few FW-190a and ME-262s were
sighted, There was no definite pattern to the attacks made by the E/A.
The attacks varled and came from all the clock positions except the 12
o®clock position, Bpth pursult and fly through attacks wers employed
against the bombers. The first attack was made by 1 ME-262 from 2
o'clock high, This was a strafing attack on the high Squasdron. The
E/A continued down through the formation end into cloud cever. Gunners
opened fire at meximum renge and destroyed this A/C, L pursuit ocurve
attacks begluning at 9 o'clock, ocontinuing to 6 o%clock and followed .
by a bresk-away to 3 o'clock were made. MNE-109s and ¥W-190a pressed
thie atteck to within 100 yards of the bombers and came in in-trail. -
After bresking eway, they re-newed thelr attack from the 3 o'clock
position. Seversl attacke from the 6 o'clock position followed and the
®/A broke awsy down into the clouds, 1 ME-262 was observed to pass
beck and torth across the bomber formation, This E/A was a decoy and
d1d not att ~k the bombers, All attacking E/A made exuellent use of
cloud cover which was ap:roximately 1500°' below the bomber formations.
1 ME-109 begsn an attack from 7 o°'clock level, Gunners began firing
at 800 yerds, and tracked him all the way in, This E/A collided with
the #5 A/C in the high Squedron, :

(3) 13C: BE/A were sighted but no attacks were made on this
Groun,

By cgmmand'of Brigadier General HUGLIN:

ERNEST A. KIESSLING,
Lt. Col., Air Corps,
Direotor of Training & Analysis.



THREE HUNDRED THIRTY SIXTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) C-B-1
OFFICE OF THE OPERATIONS OFFICER
APO 559

7 April 1945

SUBJECT: Abortion of Aircraft No. 2455.

TO s+ COMU/ANDING OFFICER, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 559, U.S. Army.
(attention operations officer)

1. I took off in Aircraft No. 2455 on mission of 7 April 1945,

2. Climbed 5.0.P. with power setting of 2250 RPM and 36 inches. We
broke out of the clouds and continued our climb. The engineer called my
attention to 0il leaking out of number 1 engine just off of the cowling.

We kept close watch of it from then until we thought it advisable to

feather it. Intended to continue our climb until the leak got worse since

oil started to flow f{rom all around the cowling. Decided we could not continue
to the targzet with the engine and took into consideration the fact the field
weather was bad and thought it was best to feather it before the oil got too
low. We dropped our bombs 40 miles east of Southwold as instructed by the
tower. We returned to the base and landed at 1115 hours.

GALBRAITH
2nd Lt. A. C.
Pilot

1st. Ind.

336th Bomb Sqdn., 95th Bomb Gp. (H), APO 559, U.S. Army, 7 April 1945,

TO s+ COMJANDING OFFICER, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 559, U.S. Army.
(attention operations officer)

1. T consider the action taken justifiable.

2. For your information.

W"{' leyclsw 2t
HAROLD JENEMAN
Capt. A. C.
Operations Officer



HEADQUARTERS
 NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
'Office of the Intelligence Officer

7 April 1945

SUBJECT: S=2 Report for the mlssion to Kaltenkirchen, Cermany for
- the above date,

70 : Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), APO 559.

1. The Mlssion = The 95th Group flew as 13C Combat Group
to attack the Kaltenkirchen A/D. The first priority target was
bombed visually by all squadrons. Due to the possibiliir of E/A
attacking, 95A and 952 bombed together with 95A sighting for both
rate and course and 95B sighting for r ate only. However 95C and

25D made separate runs, Capt. Jenkins was Group leader.

954 =~ Eight A/C plus one PFF took off and formed the 1léad
squadron, All A/C bomed the first priority target.

95B = Ten A/C plus one PFF took off and formed the high
squadron. All A/C bombed the first priority target,

95C = Eight A/C plus one PP took off and formed the
low squadron. Seven A/~ plus the PFf bombed the first priority
target. One spare A/C #2455 turned back over fleld because of
mechaniecal dAiffieculties and jettisoned bombs 1n channel,

: 05D ~ Eight A/ plus one PFF took off and formed the
low-1low squadron. All A/C bombed the first priority target.

2+ For further information reference is suggested for t he
Operational Narrative teletype of the Intelligence Section.

Tor the Intelligence Officer

, [V}

1st Lt,.,, Air Corps,
Ass't, S-2 Ufficer,



A3 COMBAY wWiNe
390TK BOMB GP.

. 100THR BOMB GP.
p 419 41
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OPERATIGEAL BA/RATIVE  LOLEIMEYRCHEN, GXFWANY 7 APRIL 194F
1. LEAFLPIS « NONE
3. BGTING RBULYS -

A &k B SQUADRONB « PRIMAKY VISUAL - PRINIS SHGW BLuBS # CINNING TO BURST JUST SHORT
OF KPI BUT CLOUIS COVEM MOST GF FATTHAN « GOOD RHULTS

¢ 5QUALROH = PRIYARY VISUAL - FG0Z08 CLOUD COVERED = SCMBARDIERS 5o1IMATE VERY
GOGD REST: 28,

D SGUAIRON = PRIMARY VISUAL = PHOTO CLOUD COVARZD - BOMBARDI R MSTINATE ViRY GOOD
R STLYS. | |
8. E/A ® AN AVERAGR OF B = 7 uB m. 4-5 FW130 AND B4 ME 109 WERE OBSERV:D FROM
1336 70 1336 TOURS FROM #881-08308 TO 5336-1040E. THLRE WAS A RUNNING BATILE DURING
THIS TIME. TSCORT PS1'S NiD A GOOD JOB IN K/ PING THI PIGRTTRS AWAY FPRCM THE BUMBERS,
AT 130HRS NEAR 09B8-5265W AN ME268 PULLED ALONGSIDR THE FORMATION AND FLEW PARALLELL
WITH LOW FLIGHT OF A BQUADRON PUR A SHORT TIU: AND THEM PULLID AM*AD AND DOVE DOWN
INTO CLOUDE. R/A WAS APFARMNTLY TRYIZG TO SVAD ATTACK BY P-§l'S. AT 1310HRS FEAR
528810308 OME M3 262 PASSED TN FRONE® OF FORMATION PROM RICHT TO LEPT. YELLOW MARKINGE
WERE NOTICED ON VERTICAL STABILIZER. MEILO9'S WERE OBSKRVED 1IN XXRYXX PAIRS; THE ME
262'S WIRE TOOLING ARCUND SINGLY.
4. FLAK:

A. LAMAGEs PINAL

96A & B - HOWR

95C = JAC 2A RP TO BASE
96D - 1a "o om



B. OPERATIONS:

le HU4E €. NONE 8. NONE
Co  AMOUNT, ACCURACY

1., HOWB

2. HORE

5. 5238-0014 HRAGRF, INACCURAT ', TRAGKING (FWOOUNTFR'T)

52490955 " " n »
5240-1088 ® b " "
5308=-1038 * # » *
§317-1039 " " " "

4, B4O7-092Q MRVRF, ACCURATE, TiAC¥iWG ( HCOUNTERED
5. HOWE
D. PHIMAMPNA) NUER
5« TWIATVHRER - 3/10 CLOUDS BELOW 6,000°
8. OBSERVATING=
1150MRS « 5235-0880 6 ViS8HLE ANCHORD
1150 " - 5250-0800 A/D XMX WITH S/E &/C TAFING O¥F,
1220 " « WUNBT'R ARTA 8 CHIPYS « 2 FRM «/n, 0N FIOM P=35l
1288 " - 5228-0850 SAW CHUTR AT 13,000° '
1302 * - B25B-1018 OFi CHUTE TO LFT AT 18,000, "1 K'T 8§ b WLERY 1T CAME
FEOM,
1308HRS - B2B54-1012 OVER 25 4/C 6B +/D. Silvor with A COUPLA OF BRI &/C 0K
RUNWAY.
1309HE: = 5258~1033 PILOT BALLD QUT O WIS NTIFI D PIGHTER.
1310HRS - B5256-1033 MY HaLi FULL.
1316HRE - 5318-1028 12 47 A/ Q¥ FI 4D
131GRS - &sla-waﬁ 1/Y HALF FULL

1316IR3 - 5315-1025 FFLLTIVE SMUKL dS0r 0N,



. ) 3
1347 HRS - $§354-0910 SMOKE SCR:EN
1345 HRS - B354-0908 8 A/C LaR » TH™N 7/ 8RN ON GRASS CLEARING. KO RUNWAYS SETW,
WINGS P A/C Loukio LIK: Hslll.
1306 ¥RE - 5300-1040 REZPORTS GF SEXING FIRE COMING FROM B/A, BUT WERE URABLE TO
B8R TH: s/ﬁ. FIRING WAS ABOUT 8,000* OFP.
7. OYMER INPUKMATION « FIGETER SUPPOR? WaS BUPIRT, PROBABLY THE DUSY EVER ENYOYED
BY THIS GROUP. iUk 0 PUBSIBILITY OF i/A ATTACKE 964 AND 98B BOMBED TOUXTRER. 98C
AND 9D HOWEVAR BUMSIw o sPIdAFLT. LRRE WER NO 81ZAsLi D PAKPUKES FRG BRIEPED

COURSE AND Thi MISIION Rid FLOAN PIIRARILY o5 PLAHEID.
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PERID: 0001 hours 7 Apri:e, to 2,00 hours 7 April 191..5
A, STATISTICS

"
@ -
1o -,

Total Ef‘fective S Lo
gﬂies oggles Tonmge C+auns : g&&

'Heavy Bomber. Atks. ;3;,1 7257 5@51.7 uonls-m 1B 2
Pighter Escort (a) ei.),' _.;778 o 6&»1-11:& ‘0 o

Tgtals‘ m
20 2
[3

Fighter Sweeps . . &, 0 0 0w0-0" . 0 0 0

22
3{
33
Fighter Bombing o o 0 o-o-v-o'. 00 9 o o
PhotoRecoms .37 B . 0 000, 0.0 0 ' 0° 0
Weather Rédén.. L 14-1 R ‘*'-1"’;" L0 | 0-0-»0 ) Q ‘0-.'5.‘..'9'., 0 o
MrfSse Rescus | 15 15 .0 040 00 0. 0.0
Spec:;.ai Operations 2R __2_&_ 0 j-()..-oj S A _Q 1
Totals 2273i 2UAg 5451.7 A04m19-28(b) 152 6. 25 -6
éag Inqludes 352 and 561 G:mups based on oontinent. | -
b) Includes 9=3+B. t/e Jets airy |
B. OPERATIONAL SUQURY. [ L | Vo S

i

L. Bomber étgao};_s - e

" 1311 a/c (971 B-17s, 3ao B-24.z) from three Air Divisions. sort:.ed in
three forces against” five 4/Fs, two nunition plants; ‘two oil storage depots
and an ordnance depot in central and northern Germany, 10 assigned primeries.
1257 e/c dropped 345L,7 tons total (32137 tons GP, 233,0 tons IB) on nine
primary targets, four secondary targets, one third priority target and two T/Os.
Bombing visual, except one secondory H2X with visuel assists. E/A Opposition:
1st Division had one attack near Wesendopf-A/F, 2nd and 3rd Divisions encountered

IR
SEQREL



SECRET.

60-75 Me-109s, FW-190s and 25-35 Me-262s making vory amgressive attacks

from IP through targets. Cleims: 36-16-15 s/c, 4=2-2 t/e jet, air, Losses: 20
a/c (13 B-17s, 2 BE%AS to E/A,”Z:B~l7s to 4A, 2 B-17s, 1 B-24 to unknown causes)s
NYR: 2 afc (1 B-24, 1 B=17)s ' ' '

First Force

. - Fourteen group formetions (529 B-l7s - 3rd Air Division) sortied against
'Khltenkirchen'A/F, Parchim A/F, Buchen O0il Storage; Gustrow Ordnance Depots

503 a/c dropped 1239,1 tons GP, 20L.0 tons IB on all primaries, two secondaries
and o third priority target at 1325=li4l hours from 14,000-18,500 feeta ALl
bombing visuals ILeaflets dropped on Gustrow and Schwerine Weather: 3/10-

6/10 cloud over torgets. Flak: Neumunster- meager, inaccurate, nil at other
targetss Bottle Damage: 83 minor, 34 major, mostly due to e/=. B/A Opposition:
45-50 Me~l09s, MW-190s and 13~15 le=262s mude aggressive attacks from Steinhuder
Leke through targets. Claims: 26-10-10 s/e air. Losses: 14 a/e( 13 to E/A,

1 to urknown causes)e NYR: nil. :

Fighter Support: 8ix groups including 352nd Group based on continent
(338 P-5ls% sortied, Up 1011~1103 hours, down 1520-1620 hours. 317-effective,
E/A Oprosition: 40-50 Me-109s and Fi-190s with 7 Me-262s engaged in rumning
fight in Steinhuder Leke, Hamburg, Nienburg, Salzwedel arcas, Claims: 33-0-3
s/e, 1=1=5 t/e jets, eir, Losses: 3 a/c (1 to unknown reasons, 1 to mechanical
failure, 1 to faulty recognition), NYR: nil, o SO :

~ Details of bomber attacks as follows:

Assigned Targets . Sorkies - ECfy Sorties - Tomnsze - Results
Kalterkirchen A/F 153 SW3 3755 - 350 good
Buchen 0il Storage 76 36 108,0 Unknown
Gustrow Ord. Depot 108 104 198,0 102.0 : . .
Parchim 4/F 192 134 323.7 6740 "
Neumunster M/Y (Sece) : 37 111.0 . Fair
Schwerin M/Y (Sec. ) o 48 117+ 9 Fair =
Salzwedel A/F (3rd Priority) .__. .- . ___1 —2:0 . Unknown

Totele - - - 529 505 12391 2040

1‘ -2



BEGREL
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Sccond Foroe

~ Thirty-four squadron formations (340 B-24s= 2nd Air Division) sortied -

egainst Duneberg and Krummel amimnition'plants neap Hamburg., 322 a/c droppéd '
872.8 tons GP on two aasigned primeries end a second priority target (Neu-
muns texy M) at '1256+1322 hours from 17,000-21,500 feets All bombing visuals
Leaflete dropped on Krurmel end Dumeberg, Weather: 2/10-4/10 cloud over targets;
6/10 en route. Fek: ml at primery tapgets; neeger, inacourete envoute.

Battle Damege: 38 minopr, € major - mestly due %o a{a,. B/A Opposition: 10-20 :
Me=262s, 15~25 Me»1Q9s and FW~190s encovintered from IP through tavgets, Claims;
10+6=5 s/fe, 4e2-1 Jets, air Losses: 3 a/¢ (2 to e/a, 1 to unknown causes),

NYR: 1 afe, believed safes S . .

Pighter Support: MFive groups ‘(229 Pehls, 55 PelTs = 284 a/c) sortied. ’
p 1000-1020 hours, down U58-1550 hours. 252 effective, E/A Opposition: onme
t/e Jot, twin-fins and rvdders; helieved Hep280, scon in target area; ond AR-234
seen attempting to attack bombers at terget; 14 Me~262s engaged 20 miles west
of Soltau; 7-8 Yow262s attacked from Nienburg te w,;’a‘axtabur,gé 15 Me~1098, 4 FW~190s
engaged vicinity of Luneburgy 20 plus Me-109s engpuntered south of Bremem; .
10 Me~=109s and FW=190s engrged in Ulgen Salzwede] areas; 10 Me»109s bounced west
of Fassburge Claims; 26+0-2 a/fe, 4=0r5 Jets, aip, Losses: nil, (1 Cat, "E"-
crashed on takewoff, pilat OcKy)e NIRi 3 Prbls, believed safe on continents

Details of bﬂmber ﬁttaoks as follows: . | .
Assigned Torgets  Eff, Sorties [Tompge  Results
Krummel ‘Explo‘aivé_ Plant - “3..28 ‘ 550,90 Very Good

Duneberg Explosive Plamt 192 = 168 452,8  Very Good
Neumunster /¥ (Sec.) — 26 _70:0  Vary Good

C Totals - 30 322 872,8

. Twelve group formations (442 B-17s = lst Air Division) sortied sgeinst
Reinschler 4/F, Kohlenbissen A/F, Wesendorf A/F and Hitzacker 0il Storoge. 432
a/c dropped 1101,8 tons GP, 340 tans IB on three primaries (Reinschler A/F not
attacked due to 10/10 cloud), & secondary and two T/0s at 1519-16Q4 hours from
14,200-16,600 feet. - Bombing visual on primaries, secondary bombed on H2X and
visual,  Leaflets dropped on Hitzacker, Kohlenbissen and Wesendoxf, Weather:

‘generelly 3/10-8/10 cloud, large breaks, good visibility, Flok: Hitzacker~

meager, fairly acourate; meager, inaccurate at Wesendorf; mil at other targets.
Battle Damagei 13 minor, 1k mejore ' E/f4 Opgoaitiom 2 Me-262s made one pass
Wesendorf areas Claimst O-0-1 jet, airs Losses; 3 afo (2 to A4, 1 to unknown
causes)s NYR: 1 a/c, believed safe, =~ . . |

BCRETZ
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o sou‘bh of' Brémen - m combaiu Gl&ims. ni

' Rcinséhler A/F" s u3

SECRET

hter Suppovt: Four grouya nelucing 361st Group ba,sed on continent

(222 P«5ls). sortied, - o, 1203-1258 hours, down .1717~1818 hours. :

E/i Opposition: wA Jet séen vielpity Osnabruck; 2

Details or bember atta.aka aa fo‘llows

v s'

S §ez.tm '.I

I R »"“

w . .16
N 05 Y
o :,oa

Hitzacker O1l. Stprage

Vizen WA AR S & I
Fassburg A/F LSRR St V-

Totals ' k2 MZ |

g ic:]
ftet
{3

. <& 3

Mﬁr% 28,

. 110148

30

;('

209 effective,
3 w-lgos sighted
‘ Lossas: nih MR; nil. o

" Good

Pair



2, Fighter Esoort

- Fiftean groups including continental based groups 789 P-5ls, 55 th?S»
844 afc) sortied in support of thrce homber forces, Up 1000-1258 hours, down
‘1458-1818 hours. 778 effeetive, E/A Oppositions: 40-50 Me~109s, FW-190s, 7- Mg -
2628 engmqu in Steinhuder Leke, Hamburg, Nienburg, Salzvedel arecs, One t/e
Jet, twip.pins and rudders, seen near Dunsherg, One AR-23% sighted moking o
pass at bombers in Duneberg aree; 12 Me-262s engeged 20 miles west of Soltau;
7-8 Nig~262s attacked from Nienburg to Hamburg; 15 Me-109s, 4 FW~190s engaged
yicinity of Lungbergi 20 plus Me~109g encountered soutk of Bremen; 10 Me~109s
and FW=190s ergeged in Ulzen Salzwedel areas; 10 Me-109s bounted weost of =
Fassburg, u/i Jet seen vicimity Osmabruck; 2 Me-262s, 3 EerBOs sgighted south
of Bremen - no combate Claims: 59+0-5 sfe, 5-l-6 Jjet, giry losses: 3 P»bls
(1 mechenical, 1 unknown, 1 faulty raaognition). 1 Caty "B" - oyashed on take-
off, pilot aafe. NYR, 3 P-bls, balaeve@ safe on cpntinﬁnt,

e F&ghter Swacps

Nil.

Nile -
1) Phpta Reqonnaisafnne
37 8/ (12 F-—Ss, 25 1a~51,s) scmtied ag follows:
10 F-58 on pwk mdsaions over central, western Geymany

.2 F-38 on mapping missjons over Chemnitz areo.
% P-5ls es esaort tg above miﬁsions. 23 effective.

No losses,

6 Yeather Reconr 1sgance

11 a/e (29 P-51s, 5 Mosquitoes, 1 3;175) sortied as follaws:

2 B-17s routine flight aver See to NW of Lands End.

2 Brl?S routine flxght to Position 13 end returns

5 Mosqpitoe& special westher regonnaissance - over U;K., Hollgnd, Denmark
and Belgium,

32 a/c (29 P~5ls, 3 B-l?s) wshthar scouts for he&vy bombera.

No 10»&63.

-2n
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‘ ?. irgSea Rescue

15 a/G flk Pnh?&, 1 OA-IQ) on routme sea.rch and patrol. No 1osses. ‘

25 a/c (16 P-ﬁlu, 8 B-Zl.,s, 1 13..1-() Sprtied o fOllows. o

4 B-245 on VEF Jemmifig £rom Q{:O}.w‘lQOO lwm:'s. 3 efrectiva.
18 a/0 (16 Palg, 1 B-17, 1 B-24) radic pelayse
3 B-ZA& on' speoial night nﬁ,saion 6/7 Apml« N!R : ;B*Zlm ;

v,

’ ‘ch 1asaes. m‘ 1 13..% R S a B
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L Enﬁmx Ay OppOSi'!:ion

/0 ’ ) ‘
After a lapse of several woeks during wl;..;ch conven’bional s/e e/a have
lergely been non-active partncrs in the air wer end even when encountered have

. shown very little fighting spirit, todey, in excz1llent flying conditions, the

GAF put up a force of some 115-130 s/e’ e/a supplemented by 50 plus Jets. . From -
all reports it eppeers thct this was s desperation attempt on the part of the
enemy and although e/e fought aggressively and made determined efforts to get
through to the bombers our losses were oorﬂpnmtmvoly light while more than half
the enemy force was destroyed or demageds’ Signe of desperstion are evidenced

by the fact that F7=190 pilots deliberetely wenmmed the bombers, baling out before
their lanes went into the bcmber formations and mekirg Panetical abtacks

~ through’a muderous hail of fire, Tacties were thrown to the wind and -attacks
were made from all positions; meinly in ones and twos, 4 few attempts were made-
to draw off fighter escort but P-Hls and P-h.?s werg not i‘ooled and da.d a goed

~ Job of dmspersmg and destroying e/a. ’ PR

Enemy reaction wes cldiefly agan.nst the first foree - with mod,erata -0pp= -
osition against the second f‘orce while the thixd f’orce was virtually ignored.

Rever'ba.ng to his old pollcy of ttacking in the area of Dummer and St=
eintuder Lakes the enemy met the leadirg groups of the first force 'at 1230 with
some 105-120 Me~1l09s, FW-l90s and 30 plus Maw2625 flying betwsen 18 and:.30,000
feets Of these only some 45-50 s/ o/a and 15 jets managed to approach, the
bombers destroying eleven while the B«17s claim 26~10~10 s/e ¢/ay B/a were
persistent and -contimued the:t,r attacks &g far a8 Hemburg end Salzwedel in spite
of the beating they were taking. ' o
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Opposn.tlon to the second force was meinly in the Hem area where
uncoordinated attacks took place between IP and the farged and only two bombers
were shot down,  Some 12 Mpw262s made. twa, posses ot the B-Zhs from 9 amd 6

olelogk at 1225 west of Soltaus E/a operated in elements of two but were
dispersed by escorting fighters, Thirteeh plys Jets also attacked i\n smell .
fornctions fron 1210-1245 hours o aves SE Bremen~Niemburg-Hamburg, Attack
on this force by conventiomal s/e e/a appeer to have been nede. by £/a which had
alpeady ‘heen ohasd away fxom the first foree as attacks weve uncoopdinated and
some ¢/a flew through the bomber formations without firing. One fighter group
esqorting this force sucgessfully broke up some ton, plus /e e/a mth auxn.liary ,
tarks whiah were foxming up rear” Ulzen of 1240 - | .

| Two Men262 oft whieh the ’bombers demaged cm, madﬁ a pasé at $he third
forge in the Wosendorf ares oand escorbing fightem aﬁ.ghted scattercd Jets over
- m,de axee but had no combats, , 2 ,

o From today's mactwn 1% would a;pga&r #hat although the enemy iﬁ figh#-
ing a losing battle, the GAT is preparwg to f’igm 1;0 2 i’im.sh in 2 f’amtioal
and suxczml ;nammr\ : ‘

Neumumtev * masam imcau;‘atm a B
~ Hitzacker~ mpager, fairly sepurate, " R
 Wesendoyf - meager, imeoourates o C L
xaunehurg ” maae:r, imoaurate, e LT S A
S ﬁ/a on aumumter &/I!‘v ' ‘ ' o
g’ a‘} W&t 52521!083,}; o S !
35010000
‘_ a/a. on w@st sida qﬂ A/F at 5302"0650-
go ofa at Glappemburg
Several a/a on A/F a‘t 5252r0901n
12 &/a an Vechta
. 8wsfe and 1 /e o/ on AP at 5257»0756,
~ J=t planes on 4/F at 5355-0945
21 Jet planes on A/F at 535L=1012, =
'3 Me=262s on 4/F neer Solbeu 5256%)946. .
10 a/c op Bomlita A/P, . |
WY at Winschoten about helf ful;l..
- Pll WA et 525370916 :
100 ears in MY 6 mileg south of Gmningen. .
© . 30 ehips in harbor af Kd4l. . ’
_ . Heavy shipping inm Imbook Harbope
‘ R 5}?&- lorge shipe. q’.mludwg one of heavy cwmer aize in mouth of Elba
ver «08L5,
&mke screengv at K;i.al, Brunsb\meﬂkm,s, W;lh@lmshaven.
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Seve\s aonmtmticns Qf’ &ppromm&teiy rt2800 C@ ’bursting in target aree,, ,
« ‘PhotOQranhy late in ettack shows major porition of all lending ficld posteholeds
~ One additional condentretion in a wooded area adjacent to NW dispersdls 4, - .
. barracks type building ressived dima’b hitse A% 1eas% l,.!; a/c visible a.t t:.ma of -

. attack, k‘ of‘ these will be dam@ed qr des!;royad.-

ﬁhrae cqmantmtiom of‘ appvoximately 350 GP burst;,ng on southem rail’
sidings. A% leaat 50 direct hits en rail lines in the yard.. -Tarkers in }M’d :
at time of ettack have been derailed and'at leagt 3 fires cen be seen Wrnings
Approximately 280 GP bursting in western reil siding apes, cloud covars a por'hion
of 'some of these bursts bub 4% is ppssible to sme at least 30 direet hits on
rai} lines in the aves, Some ﬂ&mwﬁ qan be ﬂxp@n};@d $o tenkers in the siding
- ‘at time of attack. . Although the N mail. siding arge was wvnred by oloud, -
photogrephy late in attack shiwed entire arce soored from bomb blasts - Some
dﬁé?:;. mts mld be gqm &qmaa mﬁ. ﬁmg w’hé.ph We;ve Mwmly hﬁ.t baz'om this
atea \ < L

‘ : Amwximﬁely 200 w :t,n SE p@m;cm of la.nding grdund, cloud aovers most‘
;f the apea lwwewm :w ia pczesﬁ,ble that comentrata.ona may gxtend into the
hanger apeay B |

m.aeam Pair Remulte

. ippraxinately 100 GP in end sdjacent to mz;wm end of WY, althou_gm
main wqigtxb of these bombs are sdjacent to yard at least 20 direct hits' oou
. bhe aeen on, raaal. lﬂ,ma. 2 amall sxplosions were. w.s:lble ﬁ,n the ama, -

od vResults _ ,

: At least 2/; of mnvvay is blanketﬁd by 4. patterns of WO and 500 GP.
the larger part of the landi round wes -postwholed by two growp patterns of GP A
"and IB boms 'and the aouthe Dg/g 3 of the storyage and headquarters building area '»
wes blanketed by 500 @ I8, Pert of one pattern 5000 GP and IB seen MW
' 1 1/2'miles, st Jeast 2 squadrong bombed into smoke cloud /2 o 1 mile SW,

Of the 1.2 a./q noted pasaibly & are in epea blanlwtad, by a,tmok. |
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Schwerin A/F = Fair ReSul'té e K

Four squadrons attacked ling and highway Jumtlon in southern.part of
town. All patterns are long and extended E and W inh densily built up area on
eighter side of rail lines.. One squadron attacked M/Y one mile north of the

- H2X MPI, pert of the pattern oovered ahoke poa.n‘b amd, Za sidings holdin,g approxl-
.-‘mately 60 cars. :
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Ng:" n'lzh A%g Fog 28
Night 6/7 Nil
Dey 7

i \Sorties_}i sy

122;.0 Figh’bws & Eigh‘i;e:' Bbmbers '

274 Medium Bombers

20 Recunnai sance .
Missions i g% At:ta_.ckeg 'nomhgim,' o

‘2th g

;0 - 15.13 ’sortiesw AM& mconmissame pocket
area. A;ir coopemtinn with ﬁ)rmr& amored elements of

1@32 Bomaa» ‘ n;med reconnziseance Stadthegen
a.leﬁ ‘patroldy. ‘Bscort to bombers, alr—ground

~» ‘suPpc‘:r»"bh *&o m Gorps.- ;

o B4 Clatns t

" - Losses %

17-3-2 a/e air, 97-19-111 ground.

9 a/c (7 Fighters, 2 Recormamsame)

Ground Ciairﬁs, o Destqud' Dwaged
, - qsz 322
Armored Veha,cles . 83 .
Lacos. ) 4,0 29
_BR Cers . ‘625 325 ,
Buildings , 267 138
. Gun Positions 18 36
Reil Cuts 30
Second TAF
Night 6/7 - | -
Sorties - 96 irmed Reconnaissance
‘ 31 Intérception Patrols
N 127 a/ o
~12=
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2, Fifteenth Air Force
7 April

192 B-17s, 476 B~24s and 214 P-51s sortieds

67 B-17s, 53 B-24s, escorted by 200 P-51s dropped 75 tons on &dige/
Mezzacorona Reilroad Bridge, 98 tons on Verons/Parona RR Bridge, 49 tons on
Klagenfurt M/Y, 78 tons on Innsbruck M/Y, 20 tons on Highway Bridge 2 miles
north of Mezzacorond and 2.5 tons on T/0, No lossese.

8l P~38s sortiede
82 P-38s dive bombed Tammachkstein RR Bridge (4L637N-1433E) dropping
73 tonse No losses. ‘

74 P-38s sortied against RR bridge in southern Austria.
Impenetrable route weather and complete overcast prevented all a/c
from reaching targete All bombs Jettispned in Ldriatie,

No losses.
Bombers ’ ,
Sorties : 668 2/c(192 B=17s, 476 B~2hs)
Eff. Sorties : 120 a/c (67 B-17s, 53 B-24s)
Tonnage : 322.5
Losses : 0
Fighters
Sorties : 372 2/o (158 P=38s, 214 P-5ls)
Eff, Sorties : 282 a/c (82 P-38s, 200 P-5ls)
Tonnage : 73
Losses : 0
3+ RAF Bomber Command ~
Day Losses
15 Lancaesters ) Ijmuiden Sperr Brecker 0
2 Mosquitoes ) 0
3 Mosquiuozs  Veather Recomniassance 0

Night

3 Helifaxes Signal Investigetion
3 Mosquitoes
21

NOTE: The foregoing is based on preliminary reports and is not to be
used for record purposese .

175 Lancasters ) Molbis Qil Refinery 1
10 Mosquitoes ) nr. Leipzig 0
15 Mosquitoes ) Bomber Support 0

4. Halifaxes . 0
1 B-24 0
2 B=17s 0
0
Q
1

CHARLES Y. BANFILL
Brigadier General, Us,S.As
Director of Intelligence
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