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INTERPRETAT ION REPORT SeAe 5492

ATTACGK O ZEITZ SYNTHETIC OIL PEARTAON 81 MAR 1945

(i) INFORMATION RECEIVED ON THE ATTACK:
(a) Noa of aireraft 137, with ¢ull fighter escort.

H

(b) Commond 3 U«Se S8TI'AIR FORCE.
(o) Time : 09080923 A holrs.,
(@) Bombs : 426 x 1000 lbg GPe

1438 x 250 lbe GaPe
50 x 260 lb. E‘rag.

(ii) DETAILS OF TIHE ATTACK:

(a) Detailed interpretation is made diffieult by hazo, a smoke screen,
and partial eloud cover, but thpee concentrations of bursts are
geen in the target area with probable hits on the distillation plant,
the hydrogenation stalls, the liquid alr plant, 011 storage tanks
and the offices. .

(b) Bursts are seen an the synthetlo 011 plant and its faclllties a8

followss (Ii[\iﬁ}}%b& ; igai\ep tq 3 Llusrbratiqn) :
011 storage tanks (13) - Dla.nl\,e'bed by burets.
Ligquid air plant « Soveral probable hits.
Hydrogonation stalls (6) w Southwest end blanketed by bursts.
Officeg (17) / « Ayea blankebed by bursts.
Distillation plant (11) « South half blanketed by bursts,
0il Storage tanks (15) = Dlanketed by bursts,

 Gas penerating plant (1) ~ Possible near hitse

(¢) Other Bursts: (All distances are measured from the center of the ;laub
plant) S
le Approximately 25 bursts 1000 yards East in open fieldss.
2e At least 25 bursts 1750 yards Northeast in fieldss

3¢ Eighty scattered bursts strung from 2000 yards to 4500 yards
.- East JSoutheast &n open ficldse

4¢ At least 85 bursts 2500 yards Southeast in opeﬁ aree.s
B¢ Sixby=five bursts 3000 yards Southeaght in fields,

6e Twenty=five bursts 3000 yards South in open fields.

7e¢ Two concentrations 4000 yards Southeast in open fields,

(iii) SMOKE SCREEN:
A smolie soreen is seen in effective operatione
(iv) ACTIVITY:
ZEITZ MARSHALLING YARD
- 14 The yard is moderafely loaded,
(v) AWKOTATED PRIIT: None prepared.
(vi) BOMB PLOTs A bomb plot has been prepared and will be distributed.
(vii); PHOTOGRAFHS RE cgzrvma -
——— 8V 95/168,1 090/1636 31 MA.R 45 0911 & hrse 1/m,uoo (FoLa7")24,300 1B

" 96/1040,1041 0920 " 1/42 4400 " 24,750t "
" 100/151141513,1515 " 0915 " " 1/35,400 " 23,800'B to C!
" 388/1135,1137 " 0923 " " 1/4~,soo " 25,000!B to C*
" 390/1604° w0908 ! " 1/41,200 " 24,100t B!
" 452/1152,1154 " o918 " "  1/42,800 . " 24,600t 'B!
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INTERPRETAT ION REPORT SeAe 5492

ATTACK O ZEITZ SYNTHETIC OTL PYARTAOR &1 MAR 1945

(1) INFORMATION RECEIVED ON THE ATTACK:

(8) Noe of aireraft
(b) Commnond

(o) Time

(d) Bombs

(1i) DETAILS OF TIE ATTACK:

(a) Detailed interpretation is made diffioult by hazo, a smoke screen,
and partial cloud cover, but thpee concentrations of bursts are
geen in the target area with probable hits on the distillation plant,
the hydrogenation s»¢lls, the liguid air nlant, oil storave tanks
and the officess

s er as 8

137, with rull fighter esoort.
UeSa 8TLAIR FORCE,
0908=0923 A hours,

426 x 1000 lbg GePe
1438 x 250 lbe GePe

50 x 260 lbae Frage

(b) Bursts are seen on the synthetioc 011 plant and its facll;ties as
followss (Numbe ﬁ\refer to tha bﬁrge& illustratian),

011 storage’ tanksﬂfls)
Liquid air plant

Hydrogenation stalls (6)
offices (17) ’

Distillation plant (11)

0il Storape tanks (15)
_ Gas penerating plant (1)

Dlanketod by bursts,

Several probable h;ts,

Southwest énd blanketed by bursts.
Avea, blanketed by burstss

South half blanketed by bursts,
Blanketed by bursts,

Possible near hits,

(¢) Other Bursts: (All distances are measured from the center of the olaud
plant) -

le

Te

Approximately 25 bursts 1000 yards Bast in open fieldse

A% least 25 bursts 1750 yerds Hortheast in fields.

Eighty scattered bursts strung from 2000 yards to 4500 yards
East OSoutheast é&n open ficldae

At least 85 bursts 2500 yards Southeast in opeﬁ ares.e
Sixby=five bursts 3000 yards Southeaght in fieldse
Twoenty=five bursts 3000 yards South in open fields.

Two concentrations 4000 yards Southeast in open fields,

(iii) SMOKE SCREEN
A smolie soreen is seen in effective operatione

(iv) ACTIVITY:

ZEITZ MARSHALLING YARD
- ls The yard is moderately loaded,

(v) ANNOTATED PRIIT:

Wone prepareds

(vi) BOMB PLOTs A bomb plot has been prepared and will be distributed.
(v11) PHOTOGRAPHS - RE c IVED: -
———SKV  95/168, 109Q/1636 31 MAR 45 0911 A hra. 1/A1,800 (FoLo7")24,300! 1Bt
t

P

' 96/1040 1041 n

" lOQ/loll~1u15 1515 "
" 388/1135,1137 "

" 390/1604° "

" 452/1152,1154 "

CONFILDENTIAL

0920 !
0915
0923
0908
0918

1/42,400 "o 24,7501 M
non1/39,400 " 23,800!'B to C!
"ot 1/42,800 " 25,000'B to C1
mom1/41,200 " 24,100t Bt
"o 1/42,300 " 24,600t 'p!
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CONFIDENTIAL. .
8 APR 1946

IMEDIATE,INTERPBETATI‘ON REPORT NO, K, 4183

LOCALITYs ZEITZ (Troglitsz)
Synthetic 0il Plent.

PERIOD COVERED; 16154 hours on 20 MiR 1945 and 1700B hours on 7 APR 1945,

ATTACK 3
Date ‘ Sehe Reported Weather
U.S. 8TH AIR FORCE 31 MAR 1945 3492 . Hage. |

PROVISIONAL STATEMENT ON DaMaGE

Moderate new damage only, is visible. Theiroofs of the Boiler House, Pump
House, Gas Generating Flant and a small building of the Uil Refinery are either
wholly or partly destroyed revealing the supporting framework., Six small Offices
are either seriously damaged or partly destroyed.  Six small unidentified build-
ings are seriously damaged; three are destroyed and a medium building is very
seriously damaged. The wall of a medium tank is buckled.

Several additional new craters are secn on the rail yard servicing the
Plant where a few additional railway wagons are d&maged destroyed or deraileds

Clearance, repair and reconstruction of old damamc is visible at several .
points throughout the Plant, : v

Details of damage are as followss: e
(Wumbers refer to Illustration No, l(a)(lli)SSb/V)

1, Offices ¢ six small bhlldlngs elther seriously damaged or partly
, destroyede. A 5

4; Pump House s entire roof stripped reveal

4 Ekeletal frameworks

10. Boiler House s entire roof now swf*"
21. Gas Treatment e v ,

Plant s roof entirely destroyed’ exposing rows of small cylinders.
27. Hydrogen Conversion S

Plant ¢ roof of one tower eithur removed or destroyed.
49. 0il Refinery S "

“ Plant s roof of small building destroycd.

78+ lMedium Unidenti-
fied Building ¢ very serious new damage.

80. Tanks under

consiruction 1 wall of one tank buckled. :
E Prints 3128-30,
4127-29,
4119-20)
This report is subject to correctlon and amplification from & more
detailed assessment. ;;

PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN BYs 13 Squadron.

SORTIE: US7GR/123B.

MEAN TIME AND DATE OF FHOTOGRAFHY; 1700B hours on 7 aPR 19495,

SCLLE; 1/8,000 (F.L,36"), '

. COVER &ND QUaLITY: The target is fully covered on photographs of good quality.
LaST REPORTs Interpretation Report No. K. 3766 issued 27 FEB 1948,

COMPaKATIVE SORTIL USiDs 106G/4949 (Prints 3075-8; 4089-51).

PRINT DISTRIBUTEDs 4119, (to follow when aveilable)
CONFIDENT IAL. . DISTRIBUTION NO. 24C
A.CQI‘U.

MMC/PR 342 COFIES
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IDENTIA L

ﬁLADQUARTERS
13TH OCMBAT BOMB WING (H)
. AP0 559
. Dete 31 Masrah 19b5
13 CBW ®0 86
13 CBW OPS 308
3 AD FO 627

SUBJECT: Tactical Report (ZEITZ, GEHHANY¥

¢ Cotrmel Dhecte-

1, Information Concerning the Targets: a, The lst priority targets
(visual) for 390A and B wers two 36 gun flak batteries in the vioinity

Of Lieit p .m,, an,! [

b, The lst priority target (visual) for 3900 D, 95A, B, and C was
the Distillation Plent of the Braunkohle-Benzin A.G. near Zeit Germany.

¢, The lst priority target (visual) for 95D, 100A, B, ¢, and D
was the Compressor House of the Braunkohle-Benzin A.G, near Zeitz,

Germeny,

4, The 2nd priority target (visual) for all Groups wes the 0il
Storage Depot at Bad-Berke near Epfurt, Germany.

v

e, The 3rd priority targzet for all Groups (H2X) was the osnter

of Gothe, Germany.

f. Targets of opportunity could be attacked only withir the area
bounded by 5400-1000, 5220-1000, 51401100, 5030-1100, 5010-1240,
5210“’ 1200 o . .

2, Planning and Execution:

a, Orders Bomb Load: Force: | Assigned

. Targets
(1) 13 4,B,C3 ' . © . Zeltsz
() 390  A,B: 20 x 260 Frag 36 A/C
C,Ds 24 x 250 GP
Chaff A/C 10 x 260 Frag A/G
%bz 95 24, x 250 GP 36 A/C
¢) 100 2L, x 250 Gp 36 A/C
{ )
{2) 45 A,B,C: : Zelitg
{ hsz 6 x 1000 GP 36 A/C
b 6 x 1000 GP 36 A/C
{c 388 6 x 1000 GP 6 A/C
(3) &4 4,B,C,D3 : . Derben
| (a) L8 12 x 5C0 GP 36 A/C
v} 1486 A,B: 24 x 300 GF. 36 A/0
, C,D: 6 £ 1000 Gp
{(c) 94 A Bz 12 ¥ 500 Gp 36 A/C
¢c,D: 6 ¥ 1000 GP
{al 447 A,B: 12 x 500 GP 36 A/C
Cs 24 x 250 GP
(4} 93 4,B,C,D: Stasafurt
{a) 490 12 x 500 GP 36 A/C

{b) 493 6 x 1000 GP 36 A/C
(e} 34 38 x 100 GB - 36 A/C



Go

on fire - No sortle,

COCNPIDENTIAL

Avallabllity:

(1) 95 Reg?
: Lead:

(2) 100 Reg:
Lead:

{3) 390 Reg:
Lead:

Non-effective Sorties and Returning Spares:

(1) 3902 A/C 139:

lead #3 englne - No sortis,
Lest formation - No asortie,

Lead A/C Fallures and/or Malfunotions:

AfC 315:

36 4/C
1o 4/C

4O A/C
13 A/C

39 A/C
10 A/C

5
/
/

B

0 ¢/C
6 C/C
47 ©/C
9 ¢/C
53 C

Airbornez

34 A/C
v

3 A/C
L A/C

39 4A/C
A;c

568 Sqdn "A"™ - Pilot Lt., Delton - #< engine

A/ﬂ5ggh8qdn "P" - Pilot Lt. Haywerd -~ Gas

568 Sqdn "E" - Pilot Lt, Stoan =

4o
(1) 390-A deputys H2X equipment failure.
C: APCE inoperative,
e. A/C Outstandings
(1) 1003 A/C 470: 349 Sqdn "T" - Pilot Lt, larsen,
f. A/C Landing Away From Bgse:
(1) 95: A/C 88263 412 Sqdn "J" - Pilot Lt. MoClintock ~ Low
on petrol - Landed B-58 -« Crew 0K,
3, RNavigation:
Posltlon Y1Iight 134 (390) Y
Plan AL:; Col., Moller Lto Col, Gooding Maj. Cruver
Altitude N: It, Buhrmaster o Pleper Lt Johnson
0 Not Uged Not Used .
- BU 11 11000 Not Uged 0 i?%ﬁﬁve
CP 1 11000° 1 ain. late } min, late L min, late
. }t%%év;ight n eourse on oograe
CP 2 16000° 1l min, late 2 min. late 4 min. late
JO mi, right 10 mi, right al. right
210007
CP 3 22000° 6 min., late 54 min. late 7 min. late
’ n oourse on_course on oourse
Ir - 250009 114 min. late 12 min. late 13 min. late
on dourse on _oopurse 2 mi, right
TGT 25000° (1st P) (1st P) (1st P)
255009 22500°¢ 23000°
(2nd P) rd P) 2nd P
RP 240007 None Used 16 min, late 17 min. late
on _course al, left
200007
CP .4 200009 4«2 min, late 1 min. late 63 min. late
7 mi, right on course 12 mi. rizht
: 80007 5500°¢ L,000°T
CONT 8000°¢ 7 min, early 13 min, early 13 min., early
COAST 1l mi, right on course 1l ml. right
ENG Minimum 8 min, early 14 min. early min. early
COAST "~ - _on course on_gourse 24 mi, right




CONFIDERNRTIAL

a. Assembly: DBecause of clouds over the assemoly area, 1l3A was
forced to assgemble 30 milea ESE of Bunouer ll. 13B sssembled over
Buncher 23, =nd 13C assembled over the North Sea using Buncher 28
as the Wgs%ern terminal of the assembly pattern., Assembly for all CGroups:
was raised from 11000¢ to 12500 because of clouda at the briefed altitude,
13A proceeded directly to CP 1, abandoning the Wing assembly line because
5§ the delay in forming the Cyroup. Wing sssembly was not completed until
approximately 1000E. 13A announced that it would be five minutes late
at CP 1, so 13B and 130 changed their assembly plan accordingly. However,
134 was only one minute late and this placed 138 and 13C considerably
behind at CP 1. 13B was assembled with 13A at the Continental Coast,
and 13C essembled with 13A and 13B at 5037-1000.

b, Route: BEnroute to CP 3, 13A was forced to parallel course 8-~10
miles to the South because an unidentified Group was echeloned to the
left. The route was closely followed from CP 3 until shortly before
the IP, At this polnt, the Wing fanned out and peeled off on individual
runs on the 1lst priority target, 3904, B, and C did not release their
bombs on the lst priority target, over-ran the target and made a aweeping
180 degree turn to the right, Using 5035-1130 as an IP, 390A, B, and C
nade individuel runs on the 2nd priority and a target of opportunity.
After bombs away, 13A was reassembled at 5036-1000 and feollowed 13C on
the withdrawal, 95D did not release its bombs on the lst priority target
and followed 13A to the 3rd priority target. 95A, B, and g continued
on course and led the Wing on the withdrawal. 95D assembled with 13A
after bombs away, 100A did not release its bombs on the lst priority
target, Using 5044-1151 es an IP 100A attacked the 2nd priority target,
with 100B, C, end D echeloned to the left, After bombs away 13C was
reassembled at 5050-1058. Enproute to the Continentel Coast from CP 4,
the wWing was 10 miles to the North of oourse., The briefed route was
closely followed to the English Coast.

0, Weather: Over the bases at take-off there were 34710 patohy
alto~.cumulus between 10500-12000°, and 10/10 oirrus and cirro-stratus
above 20000°, Viaibility wes 3-6 miles. Enroute to the target there
were nil low oloud to mid-channel, where strata=-cumulus and cumulus rae
pidly formed to 8-10/10 below 6000°, breaking East of 0700E to 4=7/10.
There were 3-4/10 patchy alto-cumulus end alto-strr.tus below 12000°
West of 1000E, and 10/10 cirrus and cirro-stratus above 25000°, continuing
enroute and lifting to 8+10/10 above 28000° in the target arsa. In the
area of Zeitz, there were L4L-6/10 strata-cumulus below 6000° with a
temporary break over MPI. Downward visibility was 30-40 miles, re-
stricted occasionally to 10-15 milea in contrails and cirrus, In the
area of Bad Berka, there were nil=3/10 strata-cumulus and cumulus below
6=-8000° and 6+9/10 cirrue above 28000°, In the area of Gotha, there
were 8=9/10 strate~oumulus below 6000¢, 3-4/10 thin patch of alto-stratus
vbelow 12000°, and 7-9/10 cirrus above 28000°, On the return route, the
low cloud was the reverse 0f route in to the Continental Coast breaking .
over the channel and England to 4-6/10 2-3000°/5-6000°, Alto-cumulus
and alto-stratus formed in thin indefinite layers West of 1000B between
10-20000° , bscoming 10/10 by 0500E above 10000°, High clouds were _
6-8/10 cirrus, gradually becoming 10/10 and estimated to be lowering.
Over the bases on return, there were 4=6/10 strate-cumulus 2500-3000°/
560009 and 10/10 alto=stratus with 4=7 miles vieibility., There were
light, non-persistent, and intermittent contrails East of 0700E, Average
winds were 300/60K with 297/56K in target areas,

d. Fallures: (1) Equipment: None.

SB@
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4~ Bombing:

a, 13A (390)
Squadronss A C D
Lead A/C No, 571 798 748 750
Targets 2né P TO TO lst P
A-P. Agsigned Selected Sglected Agslgned
A4/C Releasing: 7 9 8 9 _
Bomb Load: 20x260 Frag 20x260 Frag 24x250 GP 24250 GP
Minimum Minimum ‘ :
Method of Releases  Train Train Salvo Salvo
Altitudey Trues 24,800°¢ 24,600° 24,100°¢ 24100°
Ind: 25600°¢ 25300°¢ 25000° 247507
True Beading: 346 305 295 030
Drift: 12 R 1L 5L 10 R
Trail Changes None None None None
Ground Speed: 181 MPH 162 MPH 170 MPX 224 MPH
Tan, D.A. .38 236 0334 252
Tine of Release: 0942 0946% 094l 0908
C=1 Yeos Yas Inoperative Yes
Pattern; Jengthe 19257 1840¢
width: _1925¢ 21,407
Errors:  Raage: 425°8
Def: 1400°1,
Radials 145070 Gross
Percant: 10009 33%
2000°¢ :
- ol “““”‘]ﬁ?};“' o Maj.,” ~~—  Capt. '
Crews AL: Moller wild Brown Maddrow
Capt. apt. Capt¥, 5
P Briggs Beazley Morris Dognibene
TG Tog &l i Soatal
8 aylor Miller alding
Lt 5} rt 0 . Tlt(_v t $)
N: Buhrmaster Rosen Yaury Obenour
Ma]. T
AN: Hicke
(1o, of 1It. x'rfs) Capt, (26)  OCapt. (177 Lt., (3]
Leads) B Martin Rodgzers Phalen Peccinati
1t. (J0) -Uap%_o {31)  Lt. (231 XLt. (I7)
(Missions)RN: Heaton Houser Flsragan Garrison
. - -
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., aposition Report,

: CONFIDENTIAT
- 7
(1) Narrative: 390D: After the maneuver at the IP, the R/N
pilcked up the target in the scope at 35 miles, The bombardier was

‘clutched 1n st 1l miles and subsequent rate checks to 7 miles were made.

After the 7 mile check, the bombardier picked up the target visually.
\ilth L5 seconds for synchronization, the bombardier made as many course
and rate corxections as was possible, The H2X equipasnt operated poorly,
but was used for navigation and bomblng,

. : PI: The bombs fell in fielda approximately 3000° right and
264,0° over the assigned MPI, A/C 478 released at least & bombs late and
andther A/C from the high element releesed its entire load late. 38
bombs are seen stretching to the right from 1650° to 3300° from the main
pattern, =

390A: The lst priority target was not attacked because
oclouds snéd hsze prevented its identifiocation. Consequently, the 2nd
priority target was attacked. The boabardier was able to piok up the
target visually 10 miles from the BRL., However, when the target wes
slghted; a 45 degree turn to the right was necessary. This turn allowed
the bombardier only 45 seconds of synochronization, At bombs away,
synchronization appeared té be good but bubbles were slightly off. H2X
equipment in the lead A/C ‘operated satisfactorily. The deputy lead A/C
H2X equipment had defective inverters and azimuth stebilizetion, however,
R/N was able to use the equipment for navigetion.

. . PI: The bombs fell in wooda 2300° right {NE) of the

saslzned MPI, Only 8 to 12 bursts are visible, 4 small cloud obacures
the remeining bombs, S .

, 390C: DBecause of poor synchronization on the lst priority
target, the bombardler did not drop his bombs snd the decislon was made
to attack the 2nd priority target., The bvombardier ploked up the target
12 miles from the BRL and completed & normal sighting operation. The
AFCE was inoperative on the bomb run, H2X equipment Bdperated
setisfactorlly, S - o
PI: The bomba fell in a fully built-up residential area

An the W part of Erfurt, Germeny,

o~ 390B: The lst priority target was not attacked because
oclouds and haze prevented its ldentification, While attacking the 2nd
priority tearget the R/N misidentified the target, This resulted in an
attack on a TO at Erfurt, Germany., After a few rate checks, the
bombardier picked up the target visually end completed a normel sighting
operation, Synobronization eappeared to be good at bombs away, H2X
equipment operuted satisfactorily with fair definitlon.

PI: The bombs fell in a fully built-up residential erea on
the N pide of the M/Y at Erfurt., One phoaphorous bombt burst on the
tracks; No exact AP was known and none furnished to this Headquarters,
80 1t was impossible to determine any bombing errors or percentages.
Suoke'and hage prevents measurement of the bomb pattern,

(2) fox

bing Malfunctionss

390A: A/C 9139 had a mission failure (#2 engine on fire) -
and Jettisoned 20 x 2060 Frags at 5220-0249, A/C 315 had a mission '
failure (gas leak in #3 engine) and returned 20 v 260 Fregs. OChaff
Force Squadron: A/C 124 was unable to £ind the rormation and
returned to base with 10 x 260 Frags.

390C: A/C 9134 jettisoned 24 x 250 GP at 50551220 at
0913 because of severec battle damage. A/C 895 had an a¢cidental
release (because of flak damege) and jettisoned 24 x 250 GP on the

tomb run, -
- 390Dg  A/C 521 attacked the TO with 3900 because bomb
bay doors ocould not be cranked down in time on the approach to the lst

"priority target., Bomb bay doors failed to open eleotrically. It was

revealed {n the oritigue that the high element of 390D had released
4 to 5 saeognda late, This information was not given in Bomdb




b, 13B (95)

[*

Sguadrons: A } B c Do
Lead A/C No. 8210 _ 8230 8548 8179
Iargets ist P _lst P lst P 3rd P
AoP Assigned Agsigned Assigned Agslgned
A/C Releasing: 8 11 8 8
Bomb Lead: 24,3250 GP__ 24,x250 GP __ 24x250 GP  2Lx250 GP
Method of Release: _Salvo _Salvo l Salvo Salvo
Altitudes - H 244000 24950° 23710¢ 21700¢
Ind: 25000¢ 25500° 24500°¢ 225007

True Heuding: 028 030 015 289
Drirts | 14 R 12 R 16 R 78R
Trell Chenge: None ‘ =6 mils None None ‘
Ground Speed: 250 MPH 260 MPH 265 NPH 131 MPH
Tan, D.A, 251 053 <55 olely
Time of Relgase: 0911 0911 0912 0951
g=2 Yo _TYes b (1] Yes
Pattern: Lengths _1900°L  1625°L

Widths 1500°W 1400w
Errors: Rgnge: 85'8

Det: 385'L

Radial: h25*
Perocent: 10C0°'

_2000° ] - _—
Crew: AI, th;d?-r_x_xg ] Sorrison

i 4 1 éeaée BrS\m jJr’:xomn ‘jlrv;g—;man

TG: Bynin 3@{0 ' iizick f%gig )

Ns Pzgggr Hzalock é‘gi‘-ens_e‘n_ Bgsnrea

AN: IEJ;an | '
(E;dgg Bs %gtghawai Tgote;lm Ititz el wz:eTﬁ
jgisslong)m.s ) i

Decherniss Urankar Painter Shuato;

'6'
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CCNFIDENTIAL

{1} VWarrative: 95A; After fhe turn et the IP, the attack
- was begun on e true heading of 023 degress, The R/N ploked up -phe tarzet
in the scope at 35 miles &nd proceeded to kill courge, clutdhing the
bombui-dler in et 11 milea. Subsequent rute ohecks of 10, 9, 8, 7, 6,
~ané 5 mlles were.made, all of which were good. Immedlately after the
5 mlle ' oheck, the bombardier plcked up the target visually through
bresks in the clouds, VWith 30 seconcs to the BRL, ocourse and rate
correstiong were mede., HRX eguipment operated esatisfactorily.

: PI: The bombs fell 1in fielda and ths extreme N portion of
the target area approximately 2250' over the assigned MPI. There were
several close misses on the KXW storage oil tanks., Smoke and haze
prevents precige interpretetion and the measurement of the bomb pattern,

95B: The attack wes initiated on a true heading of 032
desrees. The R/N plcoked up the target in the scope at 35 miles and
clutohed the bomkardier in at 11 miles. Immediately after the 11 mile
ocheck, the bombardier was able to plck up the target visually, With
two minutes to the BRL, the btombardier completed & normal sighting
operation. The bombardier reduced his trall 6 mils because the bomd
run wes flown at an IAS of 140 MPH, H2X set operated satisfaotorily,

PI; The bombs fell on and esround the assigned MPI. One
explosion ocourred on an unidentified building near the SW oil storage
teaks, The Distillation Plant end the 0§l Storage areas around the MPI
recelvad & heavy conocentration of bombs, Haze and amoke prevents a
more detalled interpretation, Photos taken by 95C show several amoke
columns over the area around the MPI, Theae are probebly from ol atorage
tenks on fire, One A/C released early and the bombs fell 12000°
ghort in fields, -

' 95C0: Arter identifying the target in the sc¢ope at 40
miles, the R/N olutched the bombardier in at 11 miles, The R/N gave
rste checks but the bombardier did not use them, Seven miies from the
3RL, the bombardier picked up the target visually, With 1 minute for
synchronization, the bombardier was able to make courase and rate
correotions, H2X set pperated satisfactorily, _

' PI: The bombs fell in the extreme NE corner of the target
ares and the flelds beyond, approximately 1800° over the assigned MPI.
There may have been several 0lose hits on the Compressor House, Saoke
prohibits & detailed analysis, The bomb pattern measurements given
are approximate,

95D: On the approach to the lst priority target, violent
prop wash wag encountered., A The C-l Auto-Pilot had to be turned off
but was re-set later., 1 minute from the BRL prop wash again was
encountered, This threw synchronizatiocn off conaiderably and the
bombardier withheld his bomba, Attacking the 3rd priority target the
R/F had plcked up the target in his scope at 32 miles. The bombardier
was clutched in at 10 miles and subsequent rate checks of 7, 6, and L
miles were made, At the BRL the bombardier was able to check
synchronizetion on a building adjacent to the aszigned MPI, No rate
or course corrections, however, were possible. H2X equipment operated
fairly well, however, it was recessary to use the manusl tuning
throughout the operation, because AFC would not lock in, No., 1 inverter
~also was defective, The set was satisfactory for bombing and navigation,
PI: No bursts ere visible, but according to computetions
based on the bomb trajectory chart the bomba probebly fell in fields
2 mllea Eest (short) of Gotha,

(2) Bombing Maifunoctions:

95A: A/C 8140, because of rack malfunctions over the
lst priority target, released 2 x 250 GP on a TO at Grieg, Germany.
Bombs again hung up and the remaining bombs (22 x 250 GP) were
released on a TO at Auma, Germany, The bombsight in thias A/C was used,

95C: A/C 8776 returned 12 x 500 GP because of rack
malfunctions. A/C 7154 attacked the 3rd priority target releasing
2L, x 250 GP with 95D. Bomba hed hung up over the 1lst priority terget.

95D:, A/C 8996 returned 7 x 250 GP because of rack
melfunctions. A/C 8469 jettisoned 1 x 250 GP at 5210-0312, This

bomb falled to release over the target because of & rack malfunction.
Adry LAIMIE attoantrad a MO wieth tha LLT lemnnn hacaonnoa 1+ 414 nat mala
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CONFIDENTIAL

Squadrons: A B c D
Lead A/C No. 790 705 209 776
Targets _<nd P lst P _ ist P lat P
AP Agsigned Asaigned Assigned Assigned
A/C Releesing: 9 9 9 10 |
Bomb Loads 24x250 GP___ 24%250 GP__ 24,x250 GP _ 24x250 GP
Method of Releases Salvp Salvo Salvo Salvo
Altitude; True: 219009 23350°¢ 22800¢ 22500°
_ Ind: 230009 23800° 234,009 23000°
True Heading: <88 021 018 038
Driftg 8 19 R 18 R 11 R
Trail Chenges éixg;gs -1 mil None _ Mone
Ground Speed: 185 MPH 183 MPH 185 MPH 216 MPH
Tan. D.A, Teeseesr e eeeem—— -Notv Reportede=e-= R —
Time of Release: 09434 0915 0915 0916
C=1 Yoo Yes _Yos Yeos
Pattern: Lengthe 1950°L, 1635°L 2300°L
Wiath: 1125°W _1550'W 1540%W
Errores: Ranges 40070 |
Def : 1300'L
Radials 1400° _ -
Peroent: 1000° 8%
o ..».,..,,na 3_.,;____,,,_;_ - .c_ap_i-.ot e p————— e~ AT T—————
crews A ShpEe T TR TR
P %l:%z:-_r_g_y Rgiford Dgwaon ‘ %e%land
G Timng %nd}_i_x;g _H_iﬁion Appleb
= Tt Lt It B T
N3 i‘%l}?aon Cheney Raniq& Pranger
(Noo. of AL %3” 9 Tt (67 Lt (12) Lt, (2]
Leads) B3 Crichton Ruth Silva Tolliver
T Tt.  (21) Lt. (1) Lt. e
{Missions)RN: Bohrer Pivonka Rowland Decker
-8 -



CONPIDENTIAL

(1) Narrative: 100B: The attack was begun on a true heading
of 0Ll degrees, The R/N assisted in setting up course at the beginning
of the run, The lst priority target was attacked by.the method of .
Crid Bombing because a very extensive amoke soreen covered the target.
~area, Three miles from the BRL, however, the target outline could be
~§iscerned; but the assigned MPI ocould not be identlfied, H2X '

squipment operated setlsfactorily.
“ PI: No burste are visible, but according to computations
based upon the bomb trsjectory chart the bombs probably fell in fields
75009 Bast (right) of the asslgned MPI. :

100C: Because of a very heavy smoke soresn over the -
tarzet area the Grid method of bombing was employed. The attack was
initiated on a true heading of 033 degrees, The bombardier clutched
in «t 11 miles and made grid bombing checks at 7 and 5 miles,
Throughout the entire run the bombardler checked hls course by pin-
point pilotage, The target outline could be identified only at the
BRL. I2X set operated satisfactorlly, N '
PI: The bombs fell in fields 9600¢ SE (right) of the

aaéigned MPI.

' 100D: After the turn at the IP, the R/K proceeded to
set up ocourse, The vombardier, however, did pin-polnt pilotage
throuzhout the bomb rum and because of %he heavy smoke soreen
ocovering the target area, the Grid method of bombing was employed,
Not until 10 seconds from the BRL could the bombardier identify the
target area, H2X equipment operated satisfactorily the entire route,

‘ " PX: The bombs fell in flelds and a village 6900° SE
(short) and (right) of the assigned MPI, , :

100A: Because of violent prop wash prior to the BRL,
the bombardisr experienced a tumbled gyro. Unaeble to get the gyro
re-leveled before the BRL, the lst priority target was not attacked,
The attack on the 2nd priority target was begun on a true heading of
28l degrees, The bombardier was able to plok up the target visually
13 miles from the BRL. A normal sighting operation was completed
amd at bombs away synchronization appeared to be good, H2X equipment
operated fair to good, Range was approximately 50 miles,
- 'PIs The bombs fell in wooda and fields 1300° left of the
-assigned MPI, - '

AN

(2) Bombing Malfunotions:

100B: A/C 836 bombed with the 486 Group, This A/C lost
the formation at CP 1 because of weather,

100D: A/C 334 because of a shackle malfunction 1 x 250
GP was returned to the base,

-9 =
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CONFIDE

do Attacking:

95 1lat P 27 A/C
609 x 250 GP
3rd P 9 A/C
200 x 250 GP
T0 2 A/C
L8 x 250 GP

1st P 28 A/C
64,8 x 250 GP
2nda P 9 4/C

208 x 250 GP
TO 1 A/C

2L, x 250 GP

1st P 9 A/C
184 x 250 GP

3 x T34

7 x T345

2nd P 7 A/C
132 x 260 Freg
T0 17 A/C

176 x 260 Prag
184 x 250 GP
Chart Foroe?
1st P 5 A/C

50 x 260 Frag

100

390

‘S, Communiocatlions: a, VHF:

but is believed to be some type of English radar operating near aaihr'“
Interference was not too bad, and general

channel A frequendy.

Jetflsoninga

1 a/C
1l x 250 GP

-t
"E
A

50 GP

3 A/C
20 x 260 Frag
4L8 x 250 GP

, NTIAL

Returnings

2 A/C
19 x 250 GP

2 A/C
30 x 260 Frag

{1) Channel A hed steady tone u:*
the Viing left the English Coast.

This tone is not a keyed tranJ

communioationa on channel A were carried on aatisraotorilyo

‘ (2) wing leader had good contact with Kodak ¥nite on rasute,
which proved very helpful due to the extremely bad weather cond:*i:ns

encountered.

Prior to arriving at the IP, both Kodak Red and Krdex

Yellow were contacted and gave the target ’weather information.
Arrowswift was called and control point timinga sent on time,

(3) The righter force was contacted prior.to the first
Communications with the fighters

rendezvous, and :gain at the IP,

were very good,

b, W/Ts
390A CPl
Flight Plan 0700
ATA 0702
TOD 0705
390A S A 5 0942
B LBS5 0951
C TA2 094
D LAS5 0946
954 P A5 0911 .
B PAS 0911
C PBS5 0912
D LB5 0951
J00A S A 3 0943
B PAS5 0915
C PAS5 0915
D PAS5 0915

CP2 CP3

0724 0803
0730 0809
0736 0830

TGT

0854
0942
0953

Progress and Strike report tabulations were as follows:

CPL
1045
1057
1107
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L  CONFIDENRTIA

6, Photography: a. 95 installed 2 scope, 6 oblique, and 8 vertieal g
cameras, all of whioh took plotures, 2 aets of H2X mscope photos were.
rooeiyoa and both are plottable. ‘

b, 100 installed 3, 16mm scope and 9 vertical cameras, 3 and 7
of which took plotures. No oblique cameres were reported on this :
. missiong reason yet unknown. A/C 8470, #2 A/C lead element D Squadron
with K-21 installed was MIA, A/C 8840, §2 A/C lead element B Squadron .
with K-21 installed: ocamera frozen, 2 rolls of lémm film received,

6o 390 installed 3 scope, 2 oblique, and 11 vertical cameras,

- all of whioh took plctures. ﬁrr A/C 571 made two bomb runs end ren
out of film on the second run, ,3 sets of H2X scope photos were
received; one set is plottable, Remainling two sets are not
plottable because of swept put photographs,

By Command of Brigadier General HUGLIN:

!

d

8T A. KIERSSLING, s
i Ltg c’lo. “r c. .D
Dirsotor of Tyrain & Analysis,

Gprind G Hoisidl
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13TH COMBAT BOMB WIVG (1) ZEITZ & ELFURT * o 31 MARCH 1945
GLLRMANY

NOTE: Bombfall for 100B was based on the Bomb Trajectory Chart.

Squadrona attacking targets not shown on Plot were: 390A & 100A -
bombed BAD BERKA. 95D bombed GOTHA.

CIRCLES: 1000' and 2000' from the FPI for 95A, B, and C Squadrons.
1000t and 2000' from the AP for 390C Squadron.

ZEITZ, GERMANY - SCALE 1:25,000

-

SMOKE OBSCURES PARTIAL PATTERN
OF 95A AND C SQUADRONS

,‘\{S , @ NORTH ' tegqoe *

* o0 K ' ].OOC

ERFURT, GERMANY

SCALE 1:32,000

390B



-

"HE  SUARTLRS 3D BOMBARDMENT DT SION S
o g™ PORN - STA.
1. DAT}:. / _J44TAKGET_______ DUTY owz:cms |
© 33¢
2. CBW ?BB"GROUPi}fBaf LEaDIK Cart Gagkgs“u a/C8230-MI/TUWRY" 7
' ' p X'

poSITION_H a8  DEFUTY IDR.Y, YA bmel, +/cf2¢g-Ki/T NSP
3. LST. TaXI TIMEQ4EEST. T.0, 187 4/C pfof £TD Bf:;sm,,ob>f -
© ETH BaSk | T |

PrF
4. NUMBER 4/C OWIGINWALLY scﬁwULw [ NUMBER OF SebebeiS 1..(.oo.

INCLUDED l

5. 'TINE 1ST T. 0, - Ls-;sﬂ :c' Ou___ TIME 38T LaKDING

. L]
LAST LaNLI: sG V
6. sqmabox\:s:n/ m,. GEf A/Q . _CaLL SIGNS; W/TlO QY
N P .T — —
A.T.0. tomz to433: 3 2 ,: : : S : :
¢.T |2.5D {asd. s : H 3 H H : s : : :
LRIk . : : S . SO : : : : : :
- GF.
H 'UAR"‘LhS 3D BOI‘UARDI’E:.&\M D SION
U‘ K R v Q ST
1, ’DATE!/.S- /(&TARGBT ___Dpuwy owzcms Cav‘l- Oakeok

24" CBW_]9 BGROUP 4 (B GF . LEADIR Y. Cok. G—oomn/Cw/TdSP
 POSITION \eay DEPUTY IDR. \:x“(w.w.m. rx/C“O-Q_W/T LL&
5, DSTi TAXI L:T’E.EO-(OOLJL. T.0y 18T 4/C @Syo LD 858 0424

TR BaSE | K ,
‘4., NUMEER A/C ONIGINALLY SCEEDULED 3 NUMBEK OF Setedi 2.0 un
~ INCLUDED |
§. TINE 18T T.0.__ LaST T.0.___ TIik 3ST LANDIKD
LAST LaMDIHG |

6. SQUARDON3IYFo. OF a/C__ )  caiLl sreus; w/T NSP

T
Szt

I R N S S Y T T
A.;.O. tagoo b . ¢ t sy sk : S i3 :
AT M. 257 s : I 1 H 3 : I : : s
REM'S, 3 : s 3 L T : S s 8 :
SQUADRON gg N0, OF A/C X L ChLL SIGNS: W/T Lé [E
| e a B H Y W' T z .
}__;_LC . .eruﬁu‘uw:q‘nl_m' 2§ X 2R ALK : : H . :
«T.0. .oo’o] 1015 20518 o519 f05)6 s 051T ¢ a;.w‘oo:u‘ i : oo .
,;ﬁ ,hb r,lm_zzsam:.z;ma zsm-n:s,.a_zm_. SO SRR VU P
BEITHS 3 . : : s : R :

SQUADROW___ KO, OF a/C____ Cally, SIGNS: 7% S




1. DATE__/ /4474RGLT DUTY OFTICLHS

24

3

Ge

. ar.
HE SUARTLRS 3D BOMBLKDMENT DT "SI0l
‘ "g_" ORI STA .

e —— et ot

CREN B GROULQLQ_Jr LEADIR WK “mea’) r;/C,\nqacw/"‘ NSP

b XV

POSTTION ko ko  DEFUTY IDR. kv, Cotemay »/C ¥ege-v/TW AT
ST, THXI TINEQJTO LST. T.0. 187 4/C OL¥ &jD B.5E 6™

LTH BasSk
oon RECL L
NUMELER £/C OWIGINHALLY SCHDULED §  NUMBEK OF SesheiS I.( .o

IHCLUDEZED )
TIME 18T 7.0, =~ LaST 7.0, _ TIK 38T LaNDIRD

LaS8T La¥bIuG

_——o—-—-——--—

SQUARDON 33Y v, OF a/C Y  CalL SIGUS; W/ T WQN

44

[h1]
-

Ge

fos

H RUARTLHS 3D BOIBARDIMLNT DI S8I0N
L(L " J" FORIE j

w
3
D\

-

DATE__/ /447AHGLT DUTY OFFPICLKS
CHUD R, uﬁoJff{ ¢ 6r.Laabik by, Jewsens n/CXS‘IS' Kii/r ReP.
POSITIU Lo EFUTY LDR. L\,l(oesLe.e n/ctm.r Li/TQT,

L8T. TaxI TINEoSo (L3, T.0. 187 a/c 014 &1 3:SE obvd™

ETH BaSk ,
PrF

NUMBER 4/C OHIGINALLY SCHEDULLD NULEBEK OF SeshilS T..(oue—o
INCLUDED )

TIUE 18T T.0._  LaS8T T.0.___ T 38T LANLINDG__

LadT LaMLIEG

e

SQU;&&DOI-IBI" NG, OF A/C 8 Calll, SIGUS; ’JJ/T
L u o0 B T D £

AfC Qg i¥efaey 18716 11ver 150071 Hbte P WY S N : : :
A.T.O. 20513 10524 $ 052410528 10530 3052730831 ¢ 05325 i_,_, : it :
All o 4293 5126) 31305 (202 $1307°1209 mgvﬁu_ SR I | : : :
REH'S, : : : 3 : : : : : ¢
. SQUADKON 33 6 10, Uk A/C / CcaLL s18Us: W/ RGP

L/C WIS : : : : : : : : ° : H :
AT 0 1p5038 : : S o3 H : s : : :
A T 0., 3307 ¢ : : : I : : : : : : :
RELRS @ 3 3 3 T PR s 3
SQUADROL KO, OF' a/C CalL SIGNS: W/T

A/C A N T T R A T A A N T Y
AT,0, : : P N T E ! : : :
AV R, 3 : : : : st : P8 : : : :
Holiis. s : : : : : s : R : e




HEADQUARTERS = . © VeA-l
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Engineering Officer

APO 559
31 March 1946

SUBJECT: Engineering Report on Combat Mission of 31 March 1946

TO : Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), Attention:
Operations Officer

1. The following information is submitted concerning combat mission
of 31 March 1946,

a. Thirty-eight (88) B-17 aircraft took-off as scheduled.

b. Thirty-seven (37) B~l7 aircraft returned to base after
completion of combat mission,

co B-17 43-38826 ~ landed on continent with battle dsmege.
2, There were no abortive aircraft,

3., Battle damage is as follows,

8657 -« major battle damage 8996 -~ skin damage
8826 - major battle damage 8526 - skin damege
8548 «» rt aileron chg 8179 - skin damage
8469 - #2 induction system 8617 - skin demage
2455 - spar damage rt wg 7992 - skin demage
8814 - #2 induction system 6522 - skin damage
8640 ~ skin damage’ . 9177 = skin damege
7154 - skin damage 8774 - skin demage
8317 - skin damage 8741 - skin deamage
9175 - skin damage 8281 - skin damage
1867 - skin damage :

7 g A

pONALD H. DOWLIN
Capte, Air Corps
Gp Engineering O



' HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Intelligence Officer

31 March 1945

SUBJECT: S~2 Report for the mission to Zeitz, Germany on above date,
TO ° ¢ Commanding Yfficer, 95th Bomb Group, (H), APO 559,

1. The Mission = The 95th Group flew as 13B Combst Group to
attack the Synthetic 011 Works at Zeitz. The primary target was
attacked visually by 95A, B, and 95C, 95D squedron hit prop wash twice
on bomb run and were unable to get sight set up again in time to bomb
primary., This mguadron then attacked the last resort target, the
Fighter Aasembly Factory at Gotha, on EH2X,

95A = Eight A/C plus one PFF took off and formed the lead
squadron, Seven A/C plus the Pff bombed the primary target. A/C 8140
bombed tow targets of T.0. dropping two bombs on warehouses at Greiz
5039N=~1212E at 0927 hours and twenty two bombs on Auma 5042N-1154E
at 0932 hours.

95B Ten A/Y plus one PF' took off and fommed the high
squadron. 411 A/C bombed the primdry target.

95C Eight A/C plus one PF' took off and formed the low
Squadron, Seven A/C plus the PF bombed the frimary target, A/C
7154 bombed the lLast Resort targét with 95D,

: 95D Eight A/C plus one PF' took off and formed the loww=low
squadron. Seven A/C plus the PF" bombed the +ast Resort target, A/C
6475 bombed the target of opportunity flying the the 447th Bomb Group,
4th Combat Wing, :

2s For further information reference 1is suggeéted to the
Operational Narrative teletype of the Intellizence Sectione

For the Intelligence Cfficer:

. ’ %
0 )
PIERCE,

1st i4,, Air Corps,
- Ass't, S-2 Officer,




1. Lgaflets « None.

8, Benbing Results -

A Squadron = Primary, Zeits, visual - hot prints show bombs burst-
ing on targst. Good results.

B Squadron - Primary, Zeits, visual - hot prints shew bombs hitting
in parget. CGood results,

€ Squadron - Primary, Z,its, visual - hot prints show bembs dursting
in target. Very good results. :

D Squadron - Last Resort, Gotha, H2X - Photos cleud sovered. R/N
picked up target, but belleves nit short,

:‘{c 8475 bombed a TO with 447th Croup at 0939 hours. Results umob=
sServed.

A/C 8140 bomdbed tw TOB. Dpopped two bombs on Opeis (5039~1212) at
ana hours, uw%mom. ™his A/C also dropped 28 bombs on
Auma (5042-1154) at 0952 bours and saw bombs kit in town.

A/C 7184 in 95C bambed last resert Sarget with #5D equadren.

e ‘/‘ - None,

4o Plakt
Ae. Damage = Final.
98A JAC &4 IPF to BRL to kP
958 BNone
95C 3AC BA IPF to BRL to RP
95D SAC BA IP to BRL to RP
B. Operationst
le BNene
8. JNone
3. Home
C. Amount, Asocursey, & Type of Pires
le Tgrget - mpderate to intense, assurate, ‘tracking & bdarrage.
g. Target - moderate to intense, accurate, tracking & barrage.
4, None.
. 8. XNone.
. De Phenomenas Hone.



OPERATIONAL NARRATIVEZ" .

8. Woather « 4-6/10 sloud below 8,000 feet in target area, Open break
in low clouds,

8, Gbaorvutiuns -
Z2eits - 0910 hours - denss smoke acrss.
5037-1118 - 0838 hours - smoke screen,

7. Other Information = Fighter support good. Briefed course followed
throughout. Borbing 57 primary done by squadrons visually. M4 ckey
Operators set up course and rate but bombardlers were abls to synchron-
ise visually. 95D squadron hit prop wash twice on bomb run and were
unable to get sight set up sgain in time to bomb primsry. ‘urned off
and bonmhed last resort target with other groups. Made an H2X rum which
was shorté because could not get out of bomber stream going to snother
target. This squadron used 5037~1124 as IP. RejJolined group at 5035-

(-]

-



SECRET Coseddniiiin

L2 1

_ FRVARANS SECRET
¢+ By Authority
HEADQUARTERS EICHTH ATR FORCE ch“ Jug.n,b A:.r if‘ce
AAF STATTON 101 : ...a'lp W
APC (:A. IR g Date.. faarch 1945 ¢

I E RN EE . [
-a:’i,.no: -vt.'! 0"'--00:

;LNTGPS SU‘VMA.RY NO 333

PERIOD: (“ O'.l. hours 31 March to 21..00 hours 31 Ma:r.'ch 1911.5.
A S'I.‘A’EI&TIQS

gmf -
Olm o

Total Bffeotive . . Los

e o
Sorties Sorities -‘-;-9-{‘2:32 Clalms E/A AL Totals MR
Heavy Bomber Atks, 1338 1294 3618.0 3314 2 25 9 .0
o SRR 0-0-0 G | v
Fighter Bscort (a) 840 802 0 "5-0=7A O 0 3 3 3
. o - L 0-0-0 G o » |
Fighter Sweeps 0 0 Q  0-0-0 0 0 0 DO 0
Pighter Bombing 0o o0 0. 0-0-0 0 0.0 0 0
Photo Recon. o 29 27 . .0 0-0:0. O 0O 0 O
Weather Recon, - 38 3 0 1044 0 0 0 O 1
SR - 0-0.0 G
Air/Sea Roscue 72 o 0 O0-0-24 O 00 O - O
- | N o 1 S R | :
Spec ial Operations B (¢ 68 _ 0 o000 0 91 1 1
- Totals 2;587 2296 36180 9-3-11A(B)2 2 9 13 = 5

0=0+0 G
éa Includes two groups based on Continent,
b) Includes Gw3=1l Me—252so

Be ommmxomz SUMMARY
1. Bomber Attacks -

1338 a/c (955 Bw=17s, 383 B-24s) from three Air Divisions sortied in four
forces ageinst three synthetic oil plants (Zeitz, Lutzkendorf, Merseburg/Leuna},
an oil refinery and ammunition filling plant north of Hannover and a tank plant
.at Brunswick, 129 a/c dropped 3618,0 tons (3339¢3 tons GP, 2322 tons IB, L6s5
tons frag.) on Zeitz Synthetic 0il Refinery, the city of Brandenburg, Halle
. Bad Berka 0il Depot (near Erf‘urt) ’ the city of Gotha and eleven T/Os. Weather:
8/10-10/10 eloud:. over all primaries except Zeitz, with tops well below normel
bombing altitude, ceused most groups to dttack 2nd and 3rd priority tergets.

E/A Opposition: main attacks were against third force B=2is ‘bombing Brunswicks
Sdme 10-15 Me~262s were active in this area and attacks sgainst two groups by
6-7 and by 46 Me=-262s, respectively, at the target and after the bomb run were
reporteds 2 Me-262s mede & single pass against second force B~17s in the '
Brandenburg ared. Claims: 3=3-1 Mce262s, air, Losses: 9 &/c (4 B~17s, 5 B-2lis -
2 o A&, 5 to unknown causes, 1 B~2h- deflnitely %0 B/A and another believed to

?- -v "-"’V H'?
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SEgREF :

First Force

© . Six group formations (229 Bwl7s ~ 3rd Air Division) sortied against Zeitz
- Synthetic: 04l Planta. 18 of these a/o were assigned the N/ and SE flak batteries
. at. Zeitz, which were not attecked. 219 a/c. dropped 629.4 tons (582,9 tons G.P,,
46,5 tons frage) on primaryj Bad Berka oil depot (nr BErfurt), second priority
targéty Gotha (3rd pridrity target); and six T/0s et 091,2*10(58‘ hours, from
22,000 « 25,300 feet. .Zeits oil refimery bombed by 12 squedrons visually and
by one squadron by H2X with visual assist. Bad Berkn bombed visually, Ieaflets
dropped on Zeitz and Gotha, Wodther: 6/10 = 8/10 undercast in Zeitz area, no -
cloud in Bed Berke area, Flak: 'moderate to intense, acourate et Zeitz, Battle
desmages 87 minar, 21 major. E/a opposition; nil, Olaims: nil, Lossess U4
B~17a (2 to AA, 2 to unknown causes), N{R: wnil, = -
_ Fightar Support: Two-groups (120 P~51s) sortied, Up 0645~0656 hours,
down 1215-3228 hours, - 117 effective sarties.  B/a oppopition: ' nil, Olaims:
Nmié I.oiseas 1 Ps51 = bellied in neer Flauen and was set on fire, pilot safe,

 Dobails of bomber atteok as Follows:

Assigrxed Tergats . Sar:ts’éés »E_ifective §6rtiea - Tonnage \ :Results'4

]
A

Zeitz Syn. 41 - 23, - 137
Zeitz W Flak Bhry. . 9. Not Attacked
Zeitz SE Flak Biry, +.9.. Not Attacked - : e
Bad Berka 01l Sig. v S : 29, o OlheQ  1T.2 PooruFair
(2nd Peiority Tgt.) T R
Co 20 " 5540 ' Unobs,

3927 6,5 Good

Gotha (edty)r . =~
(3rd Priokity Tgt.)

p_;bher Tarcets

Erfurt ,‘ | 2
Brandenburg - -
Auma (5042-115%4).
Saalfeld ‘ A :
/0 (5250-1252) .. . ... 0
© o motals . 229 . 2197 5829 465 .
L .:sedgnd Foroe .- - o e ' | i - B ‘ e,

. Eight grow fcrmatims(z%B-»l?s - Sr&AirD:.vimm)sortiadagainst --
cil storage depots at Derben (NE of Magdeburg) and Straszfurt/leopoldshnll (S.of
Megdeburg)s 283 afc dropped 772.7 toms GPon Brandenburg olty (3rd priogity
target) and two T/0s by H2X at 0931-1016 hours fram 21,600-25,000 foet. . leef=-
iets dropped on. Brandonbyrg. Weather: .8/10=10/10 over primeries with tops st =~
. . ) i ) v ’v"i 1‘ . *' w l o ' ',4' ‘\ v e e ":’
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10,000~12,000 féet foroed groups to bomk 3rd priority targets Flak: meager and
inaccnrate at Brandenburg. Battle Demage: 1 minor. : B/A Opposition: seyeral. -
Jet afc sighted, 2 Mo-2635 made & gingle sbtack in Brandenburg ares. Claims:
O-1-0 Mc~262, logses: nil, NYR: nile T o :

Fighter Supports Four groups (221 P-5ls) sortied, Up 0705-0711 hours,
down 1240~1350 hours, 207 effective sorties. ¥/A Opposition: some 10-12 jJets,
mostly Me~262s, enccuntered in Brandenburg syes end effectively. dispersed for. -
aledms of 2~0=0. 1 Me-109 destroyed as it wes coming in to land vicinity of
Harmover and severel other sfe GA engaged south of Osmabruck, Claimg: 5«0-0
air, including 2+0-0 Me-=262s, Losses: nil (L e/c oreshed in Poland - cat. "EM).

. ,Dét&ils off homber atteck as f‘ollcms :
’ ég_sigmd Targets - - . So;ﬁié‘s' |

%&g  Results:
Derben 0il Storage - ' :

153 = Not qucked

_ 1 . Not Attacked ~ -
0il Storage . - L T

Brendepburg (aity) . . . 265 .  TiBeT Unobsgived
- (3nd Prlomity Tgb.) . L. v T S

Other Toxgets - . o
Stendal - S e 27,0 Unobserved
Salawedel SRR - -l A Upobserved

Third Force T N

. Thirty-eight squadron formations (383 B-2is = 2nd Air Division) sortied
ageinst Hassel Ammnition Filling Plant (NW of Hannover), Nienhagen Qil Refinery
gm of Hannover) and a tenk plant at Brumswioks = 371 /¢ dropped 989, 2:tons

77647 tons GP, 212,5 tons IB) on Brunswick M/Y by HX at 09120924 hours £rom
21,500+25,000 feet, Leaflets drépped on Brunswioks Weather: 10/10 cloud over .
targets; 9/10-10/10 enroute, Flak: meager to modsrete, inacourate et Brunswicks
Battle Demage: 3 minor (1 a/o cate "E" w orashed over U.K, during assembly)s -

- B/A Opposition: about 10-15 Me~262s seen in Brunsyick area, Two groups report .
being attacked by 6-7 and by 4-6 Mew262s, respeotively, at target apd immediately
1 telieved to BFA, 3 to unknown causes)s NYR: nil. : s

A
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SECRET

)

, Fighter Suppart: Five groups (213 P=51s, 53 P-478 ~ 266 a/c) sortied.
Up 0700-0715 hours, dovm 1130-1340 hours, 253 effective sorties. E/a oppositions
Some 6 - 8 Me=2028 engaged in Brunsvick area and four dameged; 4 Me~262s chased
in Steinluder In¥e area and one'of these damnged, near Hamburg, Claims: O0=0~7
Me=2623, air. Iosses: 2 P=5ls (1 to unknown couses, 1 to engine failure ~ pilod
believed. safe in Holland)e NYR: nil. I ) :

Dotails of bomber attack as follows;

Assigned Targets . Sorties Bffective Sorties ~Tonnege ~  Results
o o B ' ‘\ g GePs  I.B.
Hassel fmmo, Plant . 191  Not Attacked
Nienhagen 0il Ref, 6  Not Attacked -
Brunswick Tank Plant 128 Not ibtacked |
Brunswick ¥/Y (Seqa) —— 37 T16.7 212e5 Unobserved
‘motals 33 TR . TIGT 212.5

Fourth Poroce

’ Twelve Group formations (432 B~17s - Ist Air Division) sortied against
Iutzkendorf Synthotic 0il Refinery and the Merseburg/Leuna Syrthetic 0il Refin-
ery, 421 /o dropped 1226,7 tons (1207 tons G.P,, 19.7 tons I.B,) on Halle

Y (Secondary) and 4 T/0s, inoluding Weimer and Leipzig, Bombing by H2X = one
T/0 bombed visually. Ieaflets dropped on Halle and leipzig. Weather: 10/10
alto~oumulus over primaries, tops at 16,000 feet. Flak: generally meager and
inaccurate, Battle damege; 33 minor, 4k major. B/a opposition; nil, Olaims:
nil., lIosses and NYR: nil. , _ ‘

. Fighter Supports Four groups (233 P+51s) sortied. Up 0651~0730 hours,
down 1200~1238 hours, 225 effective sorties, E/a opposition: several Me~262s
sighted, No combat., Olaims: nil, Losses: nil. NYR: 3 P-5ls (2 known safe,
1 believed safe on Continent) o -

' Details of bomber attack as follows:

Asgigned Targets - - Sorties Effective Sarties = gomggb - ‘Results
Intzkendorf Syn, 01l Refs 210 Not Attacked : ’ ,
Meraeburg/Leuna Qil Refs - 222 Not Attegked o :
Balla MA (Scee) 369 - 105045 18,8  Fair
Other Targets . N ‘
leipzig -8 2246 ~ Unobserved
Weimar - 36 108,0 .. PFair ;
Aschersleben 7 2249 o9 Unobserved
T/0 ‘ 1 30

Totals 32 21 1207,0 19.7
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2, Fighter Esobrt

. . Fifteon Groupa, :aniudlng the two groups based on Oontment (787 P=bls,
53 P75 =~ 840 a/0) sortied in suppért of four bomber faorces, Up 0645-0730 hours,
down 1130-~1350 hours. - 802 effective s wrtics. E/p opposition: about 10 - 12
Jots, mostly Me-262s, encountered in liandenburg area and a1l but two prevented
from getting through to bombers; 1 Me-109 destroyed.on deck near Harmover and
several other s/e engaged South of Osnabruck; some 6 =~ 8 Me~2628 engaged in
‘B runswick area and several pursuad in Steinlmder Take area to near Hamburg.
Olairay 5=0=7 air, inoludj .oe-7 m.-zsaa, Lossess . 3 P»518 (2 to mechanical
fallure, 1 %6 \:\nlmovm oaus:;n% 5 P-Bla (2 kmwn, aai‘e, :l. believad safe on
Gontmenh). . _

. Plster Sweps -
Nil,
ks Fightor Bombing

29 a/c (10 Fvﬁa, escorted by 19 P-Sla) awtied. Photos cbtained in
.zgntral and weatarn Gemw. 2 3‘-53 abor*bad &ue to mchand,oal mi:hmo. Losses:
ile . S

: ‘58 a/o (l;. Bml?ﬂ, h. Mosquitoaa, Z:Q B-Els) sor’t;i,ad a8 follows:

Tk B~17s Gomplated youbine fls.ghta owvor A’blant.ic %o wost of Ux

4 Mosquitoes complatad special £lights to Gez:marw, A’olant;l.e, SN of UK,

: and Brest areae _ -

30 R=5ls as weather sqou'ba for bomber fomes. 26 affec’biva m:ties.

© 1 p<5l returned early, - Olaims; - 1=O«l Mew2628, in Bmmswiok area,. 1,93595, m.l.
NYR: l P~5l, down- on Gmtinent-s'bams lmknom. s q ‘

&,@/Sea Resoue 4

72 &/0 (25 P-'lﬂs, 20 A"J.OS, 1 33-17 and 26 P-v5].s fx;qm four. f:.ghter groups.
, sort:.ed on poubting search and patrol, and specisl mission %o.resoue crew of a
U PRYs Two Mo~262s made strefing poss.at. the }?BY anﬂ were &J.aparsed by two. P~51s.
Olaims: O=-Qew2 Mo=262s, Iogses; nil, C e o

l-‘%-"'?g;??%m



8« Speoinl Orerations

fo11 70 afc (9 B-17s, 35 B-2hs, 12 Mosquitoes, 12 P-51s, 2 P=47s) soa}tied, as
ollows: . ‘ h _

Night = 30/31 March’

13 Be2ks clropped :laafleta over Hol:w.nd and Gennmy Losses" n;i-lv. ,
19 B-24s on speciel operations, ILosses:s 1 B=2l, -
2 Mbsqu:.t‘.oes an spec:ial owrations. 1 a./o NYR, safe on Cont:.nent- .

© 3 B-2ks on VEF screen, Jemming from owmls howrss . . . -
15 afo (12 P-51s, 1 B~17, 2 P-478) es airbarne radio relays, .

17 a/o (8 B=17s, 9 Mosquitoes) dropped chaff for bonber forces,
1 Mosquito on special apam'biono

Tosses: 1 Be2h
NYR: 1 Mosquito

C. INTELLIGENCE

le Enemy Adr Opposition

Over CGermany there was broken medium and high cloud with varisble low
coverage of 11./10 to 8/10 with a general 2500 f'oot oeilzmga

 Again oppos:.t:.m wos on & small scale and oxclusa.vely by Jet o/o,
Sightings indicate some 20 plus Me-262s with an ocoasionnl Me~163, operated in
the general Stendal-Magdeburg-Brunswick area during the time of the operation.
The only serious attempt at interception occurred in the Brunswick area where
up to 15 Me=262s tried to breek through escort and got to the B-2h farce at
approximately 0910«0915 hours during and ifmediately after the bomb run. Es-
carting fightors in the area engnged efa for claims of 1-Ow8 Me~2628 and only
one B-2k is reported definitely lost to efe, One NYR, a. straggling B-2k4, is
also known to heve been damaged by jet atbecks, Por the most pert e/a. attacked
in elements of two frem 5 to 7 o'clock level, pressing some attacks to 100«150
yards range. -However, the bomber lost to e/a is reported to have been in the
- low left squadron of the Fifth Group in the B2 colum which was attacked from
5 to 6 o%clock level by 4 Mo~262s flying line abreast, two attacking the left
side of the squadron breaking left and under and two hitting the high right
element. The clements of 2 e/a were reparted attocking in trail from astern.
Escopt stated e/a dove from haze layer at 28,000 - 30,000 foet attempting to
come up bencath the bombers fron the rear and fire while in climb, then split-
essing down and away without getbing above bonbers, E/a shunned combat with
our fighters, breaking in and out of clowl and umng superior B‘peed for evasion.,
Iiberator gumers olaimed 3e2wl.
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S B=l7s attack:v.ng Brandsnburg reported an :’:.mffec'éi‘sre attack f'ron the

roar by 2 -Mo=2628 during tha bortiing vun ,with bembers chiming 0-'1-(5,. “Our v

tightors scattered the 10 - 12 Jets threatening Yerbere. 35 this ares, aaestroymg

. 2 Mom262sin the 'prodeds M réturn 4 P51 ‘destroyed one Mg»109 1a;ndir near
{)bnngvc: and 2 or 5 addit:koml 8/le & aamountered ot 8000 feﬂt aouth of’ Osna-
IUCK o , SR .

L The force attmking Halle h.u no ozrpos;ltmn a.nd. esawting fizhtws

"Sighted only an: ocqasional random. ;jet @/a. B

A £light of P=5ls covem.ng Aa.r/&en Resoua operatﬁ,ons off s::hiwmmnikmg ,
ISLmd‘ (E. ﬁ'isiema) aamagad. 2 Ma‘-zézs s‘brafing one of ‘cur TBYe cn the water.

i ,”fif‘Bi‘mnburs - mag@r. imncura‘be, 'ma!dng L ;
_Brunswiqk L »maaggr % Ao r.waarata, inaocuz!ate, bofbh barrage zmd
' pradioted.,
- Halle = nil to magen, imwwn.ta %o aocmata.
Zaita . = modepate to intenss, accurate,. ba.vrago and traoking.
C Gatm o - :_msex, s,paamtq. txaald.ns. e

;. mah M full, czx‘ roglm aim!;. .
UL Moy cars dn smal) WA at B2I7N-110CR,
- Posgible large military camp observed at BEMN—J-BM Tl
. " Ueveral shods in Veshaped ered in open country (5253-0609E).
712 tenk oars chserved in MAY ot Zeits, . i el A
- Zwickeu MA (50420-1235/) heavily loaded, PR
- 30-40 borgos obsorved in' Sesle River (SOW-M?-?E).
- M/Ys active at Pleuen, zm.om. Erfurt and Ba.;l,lfeﬁ-d-o

| Ly "Qa"ﬂee to Enaxmr Insta;l.flatd.om
" zetts on Reifinery - Good Rosults,

Payget attacked by 13 squaﬂrons oarrying 250 and 1000 :!.b. G.P, and 100
b, I.B. bombe, Haze and smoke soreen make photo. interpretation diffiocult,

'I‘wa pﬁ‘btarns of 250 71b. G.P, blanket most of the SE mme~third of the. plant with
on4a pattern’ ra:-abebly centered ovor the distillation plant,” Another pattern of
250" 1b, G,P. fell in ‘the north corner of the plant with hite probabla dn the i
area cooupicd by the boiler house and the gas purifying plant. 'One pattern. of
1000.1by GoPy noted extending NE from the NB side in the vioinity of the gans
purifiontion planto ~ Exaot pattern is not kmm although hits are probable. Onpe
pattern of 1000 G.Ps" bombs lies :Just west of the vest. corner with poaaible: hits
in the office area, . T




Erfurt - Fair Results.

Towm bonbed by “three’ sq_uadrons ca.vry:s.ng 250 and J.OOO lb, G.P. and 260 1lb.
frag. bombas, - All peitarns fell outside of the target area, No unusual smoke
noted except in.the f'rag.( pa'btarn whare atb least foux' white _smoke pots were . noted
but dicl not appear to ‘ba bonb smcke- EE

Balle M/ - = Fair Results.

In‘bense ground, haze and. clcud cover of 10/10 density prevents the plott=
~ ing of all concentrations of bombs dropped,  Six cenaentrations of GP bombs
could be plotied in and edjacent to the. hmm arpes These indicated possible
‘hits on rail lines in south sort:mg siding; on lines of Jjunctions at south end
‘of M/¥; on rail Junction ebout 1% miles S~SW of rajlway work shops; on Lightly
built-up arca 1% miles W-SW of railwey workshopsy. .on heavily built~up ares .
‘adjacent to west side of west partion of M/Y; on inqtt}l,lati.orw in factory area
of the a/o assembly and compopepts plant 24 mildes napth of the main station
(Swhelslu?aeugwerke of Halle),' Firas 00R1A:b .{.?smm burning in ceptral pertions
of tha tawn late in the attack’ buﬁfaamaga shq | be 1 | |

. Wiemar MA - Fair Resdl

-y '

. Three oonceéntrations o;t' haa.vy (-3 bombs, takalling apprcnc.ﬁnate‘ly 200
could be seen bursting within the town area, 0Olaud cover prevents the pinv
pointing of burats, At least ten hits were ssen on rail lines just east of the
. passenger stafion with two probable hits on a rail=over=road bridge, Also pro=-

bable hits were made in the Armament works of Berlin Suhler Vaffen Sehrzeugwerke
Just north of the carriage sidings at the Bast end of the M/Y, Approximetely
75 bursts could be seen in a heavily built-up area Just south of the M/Y, with
three groups of 60 bursis in an open ares approximately ome mile sou.th of the
M/Y, IDemage to central partwn of town will be moderata. A

AEDENTOM
Effect of Racapt Attwk:s on_German Airfielda by Bighth iir Fore

on 21, 22, and 24 March, Bighth. Afw que dimoted the. main vm:l.z,ht of
its attacks in the aroa between Minster and Oldenburg where the largest foroe of
&/a was concentrated and the best owmt:i,cml AfPa wers %0 be found,

L M ﬂttaclcs of 21 Meroh m the key A/Fs used for Jet a/e’in NW. Germany |
were aompletaly auoceasf‘u;. Thoy inoluded A/Fs which would have been veluable
altermtivas as wll ag ‘bhose in acim.a,l use. Nine were put completely out of
aotion. . oo :

Attacks on tha Zh.th imluded :aewm viaits £0 soke ‘of the farmes A/B’s
whare repairm were in ;:rogress end these were age,in rendared unserviceable and

J*ﬁaw



aﬁganm

S

repair work numfiad. 4n add:l.tiaml 12 A/Fs ware haav,i]y bombed with almosh

complete success; they inoluded pomsible altemtiws for 36‘# a./o as- wall a8 ac-; ‘

tive fi,ghter cmd. gromd attack; baaas,

o Aa a reamlb, fogmiw and e amiva awivity by tba W Bime, the
laum!ﬂ.ng of t*he new Rhina offensi.va haa been a;moat mg;.igﬁ.ble 'bo da'be.

- 2ab Army Growp -
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B . 5004
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Fightiﬂg Qn lim A 5514'—5854. o
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Spearheads at A 8770-»\7850&» -
om#imas abaut Ne'ber&an
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Minth Adr Poroe "

| N:.gh’c - 20/31 Mﬂrch

‘Sorties R | 27 nigh‘b fighters on patml over 1st and 3:-&
. OSQ AUW SBQ’bQI’So _

Doy - 3Lleren

: : ors gnd F;Lghtep—bombers ,
M % :';*aj' ] ) :

19}0 a./c

Missgions . 3

iz ‘868 /0 sox'b:!@d on two missions,

- el dropped on Fbrach Poy dump,
with fa:lr ta goodirasulta 263 tons on Wurzburg
WY, with good hemults; 112 fons on Wurgburg etor-v ’
age area, menénib raml*bs; 27 tons on T/0,

- chaff a[c,

hffernach ' - 599 'bans on Marienburg skorege and

' barracks area, by FFF with unobserved results; 6

- %ns on Karlstedt , unobserved reaults; 3 chaff a/e.

gth T, A§% 3()8 sorties. Armed, reconnaissance enst
3.

esoort to 9th Bomb Div. L/ at
H 0880 stmf‘ed.

19th P0Gt 688 gorties, Adp ooopemtn.on to

graund Torces, /F at J 0586 ond ot H 9268 strafed, '

2¢ th TAeCas 216 sqrtieﬁ, Air cocpemtion to
gro Qroea and armed reaonmissmxae. '

. 0 PN JJ+9 a/q on moomaisaame for N:’t.n'bh Adr Force.
B/a Claims b=0w0 air, 12-0»21 grcum, o
~ Other claims as fallows: o . Destroyed - Damged
S wm R (- DR
RR Coys 2,5 = . 526
Locos - 2 29
ARV b1 36,
Gun Posit:.ons &0 12
Rail Cuts- - 29
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/A Olaims
. :other?éie;m

PO

mmf /. _"; ‘ )

[5 a/c (1, med:i,um,p 5 rishtem)

e Tre iy e 5 ﬁar‘biem
T aamn in Larierw area. '_ '

'5-0-0 a:l.r, 29«-114.-‘!;. gmunﬁ. o

-

CRRGs o g

CRailoats &
Highwy Opta ‘11.

o
‘

QEQ.B;ET e
LBy

/

Nummberg aree.s.

a

38t Franch Alr Fom _és} smrti,as, Ai.r qoapcrb.’bion
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\Second T.A. F. . . Coien SRS
- 31 March |

e

Sorties 488 Armed Reqonneissence .
- 32 Immediate Support =~ '~
38 Prearranged Support '
12 Medium Bombers D - s
2, Light Bombers = ‘ R .
- 296 Sweeps and Interception Pa,trols .
_Q_Reaomamsame o S

9&-1 a/o

Bombers a’btacked gun posihcm Si‘l of Az’hhem 25 'bona
~ GP and 336 x 20 1b, frag. dropped with unobserved
results. Armed recennaissama in Holland and W

o Gennany
Claims - 3 4=0-0 air
'To*aher Glﬁ.imsf - '

w S B a0

Mission

T e

Losses T 1l2afes o '
\ ) ‘»'/. 1,.:‘,
wa ,
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560 Iaa.ma.éi:ers
100 Halifaxes
8 Mosquitoes

Mosquito

Brﬁ-gp Gemmlp UQSDA’
‘Direator of Tntelligence
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