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ATTACK ON TARGETS IN GERMANY ON 24 MAR 1945
(1) DPORMATION RECEIVED ON THE ATTACK:

(a) No, of aircraft
Eb) Gommand

°§‘ Time
(a) “ombs

(i1) SIAYEMENT ON THE TARGET

19, with full fighter escort,
U.go 8TH Am FOR@.
0939 & 1744 & hours,
78 x 1000 1b. G.P,.
190 x 150 1b, G.P,
38 X 1m lb. G.P.

o8 e e

This report covers attacks on two targets of poortunity located at

WITTMUNDHAFEN and BUSCHUTIEN .
(1ii) DETAILS OF THE ATTACK

(a) WITTMUNDHAFEN/ARDORF AJIRFIELD: GeSeGeSe 4416/L2-950500%

1, & concentration of at lcast 65 H.E, bursts is seen on the East/
West runvay 850 yards Bast of the intorsection of the E/W

~ the NE/SW rumway and cxtending North and Soutlfon the Landing

~ Areéa for 500 yards $h each direction,  Meny

runway, the landing arca and a taxi-track running North/South
across the landing area,

2y Burgts are secn on thec airfield and its facilitics as followss=

8. JLANDING GHOUND

East/West runway
landing Arca

be OIHER FiCILITIES

- 9 hits and many near hits,
- &t-lcast 50 hits,

Taxi-tracks running N/S in East = 7 hits and scveral ncar
Central part of landing area hits.

84V 490/853 24 MAR 45 09394 hrs, 1/43,200 (F.L,7") 25,300t ta!

(b) BUSCHHUTTEN (G.S.G.S. 4416/R2-190603: five miles North/Northwest

of SIEGEN.

1. Approximately 75 bursts arc scen, mostly in open arcas, on the

Eogt side of a rail line, Some scattercd bursts are secn on

unidentified buildings and one or two probably hit the rail lines,

,.._> SAV 95/1672 24 MAR 1945 1744 A hrs. 1/41,100 (F. L.7") 24,0001 '4l

(iii) ACIIVITY

(a) WITTMUNDHAFEN/ARDORF AIFFIELD

1, The airfield is completely covered but the cxtreme cnd of the
Southcast dispersal cannot be scen,

2. 14 aircraft are visible as followsi=

Zypo N.E.digpe S.W.disp. S.E.disp. S.(remote)digp.
14 medium/small a/c 3 3 7 X
covered shelters 16 1 3
3¢ Scrviceability

NVi/sk runvay Servicecable,

NME/SSW runway Unscrviccable,

ENE/WSW runway
Ianding ground

(iv) ANNOTATED FRINT: Nono preparcd,
(v) BOMB PLOT: None prepared,
CONE IDENTIAL

el

t 113

WSW end scrviceable for 1500 yards,
Serviccable strip along N.W, side,.
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H¥%s arc secn on the
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13 CBW OP8 305

3 AD 1‘0 620

| SUBJECTs Tactical Report (ZRIGERHAIN
10 W jM 9%"

1, Information Comserning the Targeta: e. The lat ptiority target
(visual) for all Groups was the A/D at ZEIGENHAIN,

bo. The 2nd priority target wes the same as the lst prurityo Miero-H
toohniq:o was to be empleyed in the event tho lat prierity target was
Overeasat,

s, The 3rd priori t na M/Y at smn GERMANY., This
target ul to bo ntt:qu‘::g toolmiquoo !
ac. Orders . . Bnqb Leads TYordes Assigned
g g B ' : P | Target:
“ (1) 13 4,8,05 - | ‘Zelgenhein
in; 100 1 x 500
-} 95 4,B,0: 14 x 500 .
D: 38 x 150
(¢) 390 A3 2L x 250
' B,0,Ds 38 x 150
bo  Avallabilitys \
{3) 95
- (42) 100
(3) 39‘

lowtnun Wﬂwwm ms

(1) 98¢ A/c 72“:“"‘3”8”“&« "n' 2 mu syltu out « Pilot Lt.
Fabiniak « No serti LI ;

- {2) 1004 A/C 005: utfiqh"'!"”a'ﬂ“mino failure - Pilot Lt,
mo o lo sortie. :

390s A/c 807: 568 8qdn o o ‘Intermal engino failure -

(3
- Pilot Lt. Dinwoodie - Sortie.

do Lead A/C Failures and/or Malfunctionss

(1) 95:¢ Oz No beacons received.
" D: Set inoperative for C-M run.

(2) 100: A: PFF equipment inoperative.
D: No beacons received,
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3. Navigations

Position Yilght T 134 (100) . 1 '
. Plan AL: Lt. Col. Wallace Maj. Frankoaky Capt. Stokes
Altitude NW: Lit, Kird Lt. Pieper Lt )
BU 1. 7000° 4 min. early L min. early L min, early
‘ on esurs on eourse 0
CP 1 70000 . & min, early 4 min. early 5 min. early

CP2  18000°% 9 min, early 9 min. early 11 min, esr
(] on 2 (1)
P © 260000 15 min. early 13 min. early 144 min, early
On CJoUrae - 0. ourse on ur '
TGT 2600070 st priorit 1lat priorit lst oxrit
RP , 25000° 148 min, early 15 niho‘early 13 min. early
, og gograo on _oourse t
CP 3 8000° 17 min. ‘early 18 min. ear 20 min. early
R 2 nio L& t 28 nio 'r L 26 b O l e, A

ENG Minimum 17% min, early 18 min. early 18 min. early

(o111, HO—— _..on _cpurse on_course bn_ocourse

@0 - Asseably: 13A assembled over Buncher 28; 13B over Buncher 23;
13C over Buncher 11, < Assembly altitude was 7000', Wing assemdbly was
"oompleted at OP 1.

b, Route: - The route was flown essentially as briefed to the IP. The
Wing peeled off in Squadrons on individual runs to the lst priority target.
After bombs away the Wing was resassembled at the RP. 95D attacked the
3rd priority terget and reassembled with 95A, B, C at 5015-0741; The
briefed route was followed to the bases., The English Coast was recrossed
at Southwold. Beabing altitude was not reached because 13A leader 4id not
maintain standard rates of olimb, Because of this, 13A leveled off enroute
to the IP to allow 13B and C to regein the interval.

[ w.athoés CAVU conditions were prevalent throughout the mission.
Average winds were 220/40K, 190/30K and 165/26K in the target area.

d, TFailures: (1) BEquipmeat: None,

L. Bombing:
(P Attacking: Jettisoning: Returnings
95 lst P 31 A/C 1 4A/C
: 380 x 500 GP 14 x 500 GP
114 x 150 GP
3rd P 6 A/C
38 x 100 GP
190 x 150 GP
100 1st P 37 A/C 1 A/C
502 x 500 Gp 14 x 500 GP
390 1st P 36 A/C 2 A/C
200 x 250 GP 76 x 150 GP

988 x 150 GP
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bo 13A: (1) 1004 lq;uﬂrqns'(”o)

(a) AL Col., Wallace N Lt. Kirby
P Capt. DePlanque AN  Capt, Passen
B Lt, Svendaen
R/!‘ Capt. Rhode

(b) After the mansuver at the IP, whigh waa made
.goodp the bombardier procseded to set up courae by pin =polnt pilotage.
10 miles from the BRL the bsmbardier picked up the target area. With’
2 minutes for visual synchronization, the bpasbardier completed a normal
sighting operation. The bombardier, however, had difficulty in identify-
ing the assigned MPI, The actual AP he used was to the left of the :
essigned MPI, Bomba were released on a true heading of 030 degrees.
- 0=1 Auto=-Pilot was used on the bomb run.

3o§ Bombing Altitude: 2&5200 True, 25000° Indiocated

Time of Release: 1715
uothod or Roloan.s Minimum Train

(£) PXz 1. ,m bombs from 100A fell around the
selected AP, whioh waas app tely 1800° left (NW) of the assigned
MPI, Three-fourths of the bgtmd :ou on the L/¥

o WeTul usesyov
Boxb r-ttons 1Gaov1. x 1410°W,

io Dubtas lrrons ange 3 45000
_ Def ootlons 50°L
Radial ¢ 5507

4o Perocent of Bombs Within 1000° & 2000°
of the MPI: 79% & 100%.

5o Bombing Results in relation to damage
inflicted on the assigned target: VERY GOOD,

6, Bombing Results in relation to
sighting: GOOD,

(g) Bombing Malfunctions: Noane,
(2) 100B 8quadron: (344)

R R (a) P Capt., Blanding N Lt. Bittman
T ST CP x.to'Ruu,mun B It. Belimow
: Y EAREGTRE T R/. Lt. Jenista

tw um m m i bunm.r procoodcd to set
; ‘.,5- lth..tarlotyuz!.¢lt,nilol froa the BRL. The
riensed sonsidereble difficulty in uumr h¢ the
assigned PI, ¢ tin dotual AP used: was 8l right of
the assigned WFI, bombardier ouphtod a normal s with
L minutes of visual symebpenizatisa;: :Bombs were xolouu oa a true |
heading of 024 degrees. C-1 nutaﬁrllot was used on the »emd run, |

Bombing Altitudes zgo True, 25,00° Indicated
171

Time of Release:
Method of Release: Minimum Train

f) PI: 1. The bombs from 100B fell apgroxinatoly
%33 tc the right or the asaigned MPI., All of the bombs fell on the

Bemb Pattern: 1725°L x 1280°W,

2

3. Bombing Errors: Range 2 255?0
Deflection: 350°R
Radial g 4257 .
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4. Percent of Bombs Withia 10007 & 200Q°
of the AP; 80% & o

g : 5. Bombing Results in relaticn te damage
' """""S‘:-), : ; 5 w&w “.“rs‘tg VERY GOQD,

6. mhg Ruultl‘in relation to
2uRipntlngs M - :

f

uanls londé

IhJo no$£a-on "N Lt. Romanowski

TR r: Lt Rllis B Lt Smyder
g m Lt,; Beedle ' R/K Lt. Turaer

o b (b) Att.ackmg on & true heading of 021 degrees the
‘r t»k enr and procesded to set up course, 10 miles from the
¥4k bembardier picked up the target area, The bomberdier

'uporincod dirriculty in identifying the ass MPI. The sotual AP

used was left of the assigned MPI, A normal sighting ocperation was
completed, and aynochronization was good at bonbc ‘away. Bombs were
relecsed on a final true heading of 022 degrees. OU-1 Aute~Pilet was
used on the bomb run.

Time of Release: 1717
Method of Release: Minimum Train

(¢) PIs ). The bomds from 100C fell on and over
tho ulootod AP, which was approximately § mile WW of the asaigned MPI.
anotlaany all of the bombs fell left of and sver the /Y.

20 ‘Bomb Patterns Cannst asesrtain, because
the caploto patton is net vuihho

ﬁ m Ii'ruu m mnnta sgeurate

t z Bombing Altitudes 24100° Trus, 245007 Indicated

MIIM“O L .

- o &of"hﬂﬁf» of Bombs n:, ~1000° & 2600
' of the APy - & o excluding the bomba
from oao A/C that roluud late. These L000° beyond the AP,

5, Bombing Results in relation to the damage
inflioted on the assigned target: FAIR,

§. Bombing Results in relation to
sighting: mmxx nzr GOOD‘

{g) Boabing Malfunotionss llonooA
(L) 100D Squadron: (009)

{a) P Lt, Hellerich n Lt, Duncan
CP Lt, Whitney Lt. Bhiurba
- R/l ¥/0 Olintan

(» Attor the IP, the bombardier began to set up
eourse by pin-point g Because of the amoks frea eding
Squadrons obacuring .the MP. mthroninuon was not 8 ed until 50
seconds rrom the BRL, 'I‘ho ubardior zlcood the oross-hairs on what
he th t was the asaigned MPI and re

cﬂbﬁ
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sased his bombs n a true heading
of 025 egrees. O-l Auto-Pilot was used en the boamb run

TW PO S R R G TG - Pr 1550 O (Y
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N arRppTER:  Reew '
. -.;uﬁm M tisaides. 2 5%0.?3'2:“,.21.0000 Tndicated
tl ¥'1'm of Release: 17i7 g e ( :

o) Mothod of Kelease: Minimum Train

| (¢£) PI:s 1. The bombs from 00D fell around the
selected AP, which was approximately 4 mile W of the sesigned MPI,
. Practically all of the bombs fell on the L/¥ in the SW corners

2, Bomb Patterns 1800°L x 800°W.

3, Bombing Errors: g:tngp i 3 égg z g
' : : fleotion?
Radial g 360°

percent of Bombs Within 1000° & 2000°
of the AP: 87% & 100%,

4
5. Bombing Results in relation to damage
inflicted to assigned target: VERY GOOD-

ﬁ.«. Bombing Roenl‘ta, in relation to
sightings VERY GOOD. . ‘
f (g) Bombing Malfenctionss A/C 0053 had e mission
feilare ‘and jettisoned 14 x 500 GP in the chankel, . .
6o 13t (1) 95 Bquearom: (8230)
" {a) AL Meaj. Frankoaky R Lt. Pleper
P Capt., Savage B Lt. Seferian

R/N Lt. Burrows

' (b) Bomb bay doors were opened two minutes prior
to the IP. After the maneuver at the IP, the R/N assisted the bombardisr
in setting up courae by beacons, Attacking on & true heading of 033
degress, the dpmbardier picked up the target 12 miles from the
BRL. ‘lith 3 .ﬂm. of synchronization, a normal sighting operation
was completed, Bpmba were released on a final true heading of 031 .
degrees, O-1 Aute-Pilet was used on the bomd run,

e} Boabing Al,titndos 25%300'23-“,, 25300¢ Indioated
la) Time of Release: 17183
e) Mathpd of Release: MNinimum Train

: ' ! TEHLTOELRE DY o Uv BBBYENLE O |
- (£)5° PRsow hac Th o y -95A fell on the L/F on
and around the ml& 0 ‘gnlr 1 ’:Q'ﬁma to fall on the L/F.
% sus BRI ayw e gty
¥ 240 Beeh PabiamRb A7ISIL x 1285°W,

3. Bambing Brrers: Range 3 0°¢
- .Deflection: 200°R
B - Radiel 5 2000

4o Percant of Bombs Mithiy 1000 & 2000°
of the MPI: 80% & 100%,

3 Boinbing Results in relation to damage
inflicted on the assigned target: EXCELIENRT.

6., Bombing Results in relation ¢
slghtings EXCELLENT. .

: (é) Bombing Malfunctionss A/C 7204 had a mission
{ailure end jettisoned li x 500 GP in the ehannel on ordsrs from the
ower . .

(2) 95B S8quadron: (8210)
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(b) Initiating the attack on a true heading of
019 degrees, the bombardier proceeded to set up course by pin-point
pilotage, ib miles from the BRL, the bombardier picked up the target
and began synchromization. A normal sighting operation was completed
and bombs were released on a fingl true heading of 023 degrees. G-l
Auto-Pilot was useé on the bemd run,

o) Bombing Altitude: 2{3000 True, 25950° Indicated
d Tine of Reiesses - .
Method _of Roluns Kinhun Train

8 fell on the L/¥. The

2, Bomb Patterm: a?svx. x 1525°W.

- Bombing Errors: - g 1450°8
2 mt&us 215°R
. Radiad . 8 1500°

ko Percent of Bombs Within 1009° & 2000’
of the MPI: 9% & 4L6%.

2. Bombing Results in relation te damage
ﬁﬁ““d on t he assigned target: NIL te

6, Bombing Results in rolation to
sighting: POOR.

(g) Bombing Malfunotionss None.

(3) 956 Squedron: (81kk)

(a) P . Lt, Tessier K Lt. Whalen
CP Lt, Zwawik B Lt. Keyecs
; BR/N Lt, Finfinger

(b) After the maneuver at the IP, the bombardier

began to nt omnwb pin-point:piletege. The target was ploked up
20 miles from the BRL ‘onuu amoke from preceding Squadrons sovered
the MPI, the: Mlﬂﬂ?v pesitioned the orpss-hairs on the amoke uasing
cheok points outside the target, The bambardier proceeded with syn-
chronization and DdAdE 'wWere released on a true heading of 024 degrees-
C=1 Auto=Pilot was uséd;on the bomd run.

i ; nt.mms z:.oooo True, 24500¢ Indicated

Tine
Method or Rgluus lu.nh.un Train

(£) PI: 1. The bombs rx 950 fell frea 1000° to
1300? short of the anignod on a portion of the I./r but mostly in
woods. There were approximately 12 bursta on the L/F itself.

2. Bomb Pattern: 1475°L x 1250°W,

3. Bombing Errors: Range ? 1600°8
Deflection: Q¢
Radial g 1.600C

- Percoent of Bombs Within 1000¢ & 2000¢
+ of the MPI: 0% & 65%.

3 Bubing Results in relation to duago :
li:ng'jil.o‘!;od on the assigned target: NIL t.
A 0 '

Bombing Resultes in relation to




2 (4) 95D 8q

fn s

et e 7 i, (a) P Lt.Newman X  Lt. Boyes
: OP Lt. Munson B ¥/0 Mesainger
R/N Lt. Lowry

(b) Beoause of improper Group interval on the bomd
p 43¢ formation over-ran 95D and forced it to abamdon its run on '
the °1st priority target. As 95D broke off from its run, 3 A/C from this

'.lqudron joined 13C and attacked the lzt priority target.

95D, using the RP as an IP for the 3rd priority

't:n‘rgoti which wes a M/Y at Siegen, proceeded to 20t up the course bty
5 { DO

nt pilotage, e course was directly into the sun and haze made
arget identification so difficult that the bombardier oould not piock up
the target. A second run was initiated, but difficulty was again
oxporiencod in ploking out the target. The bombardier proceeded with
synohrpnization and bombs were released on a true heading of 23, degrees,
C-1 Auto-Fi{lot wasa ulod on the banb run,

Bombing Altitude: (240007 True; 22000 Indicated
q.-. of Release: :
‘ 134 #moz lilim ‘!’nh
Lm k The dombs froa the 6 'A/C that attacked
stcgon,, Go;-uny, rc ptmu 3 miles MWW of Biegen in filelds.
20 ‘Beab Pattern: Too irregular. |
2~ Bombing lrrcrns Gross.

4~ Bombing Results in relation to damage
inflicted on target attacked: NIL,

20 Bombing Results in rclation to
sighting: POOR,

(g) Balbing Malfunctions: 3 &/0- in 95D bembed the
ist priority with 130,

lgulwsw (1) 390A Bquadromn: (660).

(a) AL Om Btokes .- N :i:3s Bysner
.‘ Lt, Presawsod ‘“ Al Lt . Scamer
{5 Qﬂruw Rimls - “Ao8 .7 B8, Buek
: R/I Lt Mattson

: m !h‘nth* oo A true heading of 030

d MM“ g -set U ;‘»-mourso by pin- .
tnm M nnrn at the beginning of the run. !

8 nnu froa the: $If3ied the assigned MPI and
with 4 minutes fu' mmm,,x ‘% noymal sighting operation

was completed. Bombs were Telesséld ss a final uno hoading of 033 degrees.
C=l Auto=Pilot was used on the bemb:run, - ¢

Bombing Altitudos 248807 ’.l'ruo[, 24,200° Indicated
Time of Releases 1721 ,
Method of Release: 100° Train

(£) PIz 1. The bombs frem 390A fell on and left
nt the assligned IPI None fell outaide the boundaries of the L/F.

2. Bomb Pattern: 2130°L x 1275'W.
3. Bombing Brroras: Range 8 Q¢

Deflection: 50079
Radial s 500V

At e b g St A Ty SR NN
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aoxrinnerAL
5, Bombing Resulta in relation to danago ‘
inflicted on the assigned target: XEXCELLENT,

,g., Bombing Results in relation to
; sightings GOODo

; “) Mug Ialrunotionlz lllono,@

RGP AR

1 7f7*"f : td. W&o Frederioks
T M. SNSSEhy Twﬂ Lt:. Piorman

;pmETIRR wriroce . SRR Lts Sternberg

gk ; mk Bomb bay dovors were opened at the IP, After the
km muor over and proceeded to set up course by pin-point
{iotage, - Vislent prop wash was experienced on the bomb run because
. the. ‘0lsse interval, Censsquen the gyro was caged and the C-l
to-Pilat was turned off, After o onring the prop wash, the C=1
wsa_set up again, The dombardier pmoddod to synchronize and s normal
sighting operation was oompleted. Bombs wers released on a true
hnding of 032 degrees

i } ing Altitude: 21.7009 rru-o :u.loo0 Indicated

Fe

Tim tr mx
m: 100‘ Train

mbas from 390B fell over and right:
tﬁu nur a 1ny villsge.

©+ 2o Bemb :Patterns - 2070°L x' 826 °W,
3. Bombing Errors: Gross.

ur tho ualgno( ‘IPI

4. Bombing Results in relation to danagn
" inrlicted on the unignod targets

2. Bombing Rnulta in rehtion to
~ sighting:-

Iph ts in the Mn num. that
perbaps the 3 A/0 of 95 ‘Gn with 390B or 390G, 1 A/C’s bombs
are shown: falling in the v * ud uotm in she um and a third
in ruus about 1 mils over.

(g) Bubus lalrnnotionss A/G 8078‘: had a miszion
fallure and rotnrud 38 x 150 ap

(3) 3900 Squadrons (750)

(a) AL OCapt, Howe ll Lt. Stevens
R P Lt Babbitt B Lt. Guekes
; ;:, ; | R/N Lt. Grovea

(b) After the turn at the IP, the bombardier began
to do pin-punt pilotage, 4 minutes from the BRL, the bombardier
picked up the target and proceeded to synchronize, A normal sighting i
o eration was completed and bombs were released.on a true haading of !
dmono 0~1 Auto-Pilot was used on the bub run, *

e -Bubins Altit udes 2143000 True; 23850c Indioated
Time of Release: 1721 .
Method of Relaases 100° '.l‘rain _

(£) PI: 1. The bomds fram 390C fell in tho smoke
over the targot area. Only a few bur.ts are visible, m thuo appear
in the center of the L/F,

P

o~ ‘Lu_ganslnn 0T A 2z . TR -. -n--d




St £S_F\GQIIIDIIEIAL

ig Malfusotionss Lud A/C acoidentally
thanncl while testing bomb bay doors.. A/C

roleased a “";vn
6hy returned : 150 GP because of raek malfunotions,
(4) 390D Bquadrons ({749) , :
"~ (a) AL Capt. Greene X Lt Keder
P Lt. 'Cnuu B It. 'illl :

"R/N Lt, Heaton

(b) Attacking on a true heading of 031 degrees,
tho bombardier began to do pin-point pilotage. 15 miles from the BRL,
the bembardier picked up the target area, With 2 minutes for
synchronization, the bombardier completed a normal sighting operation.
Bémbs were released on a true hoading of 030 degrees. C-1 Auto=-Pllot
wes used on the bemb rum,

o Banblng Altitude: 23500° Truoa 22850° Indicated
Time »f Releasge: 1721
Method of Ro:thnoz 100° Traia

" ({g) PI: 1o %he balhc from D hit en and arcund
the assigned MPT en m-r./rul o

2, Bomd Pattern: 1675°L x 1250°W,

g Bemb. ,i 82 Range g 30090
"“13‘ I”"in‘ lgrago Deflection: 0°
x;dial g 300°

» Percent of Bombs Within 1000° & 2000°¢
A ‘of the MPI: 95% & 100%, .

5, Bombing Results in relation to dalngo
inflioted on the aalignbl target: EXCELLENT,

6. Bombing Results ia rolation to
sightings EXORLIENT, '~

(g) Bonbing ualrnnotnm xmag,'

) Wmoking. Osuse

Mﬁhlo Bublng was

spatshed, 950 had no beacon
j't sweep delay mslfunction made
bong beacon reception. 95A

86, Bombing was visual.

(3) patohed, ALl Squadrons had
streng- hottol3ﬁw‘ 8 eantirely visual.

5, Communicatisns: a. VHF: m rm Ool. Wallace led the 13th Wing
on this mission. VEHF communications on Channel A were satisfactory,
huu;voin some static and unnecessary transmissions causing interference
took place.

(2) Kedak A/C were contacted readily for weather, and all
Control Point messages were sent to Division Ground Station satiafactoriiy.

(3) Both fighters and Ground Sgotors were contacted 8ucCegsfully.

‘ An A/C of 390 Group contacted MF/DF Section reporting .
anothor A}O ditehing at 5153N-0201E and received acknowledgement of ;
u:;;fgc, Pilet nonitortd VHF Channel D (665) and hoard the. emergency
oall. ; ‘

= o R or TS 2
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6o nrrnx:rz AL
b W/Ts (1) Division w/T Station wa® received clearly. VWing
A~,L.ador sent all Oontrpl Point messages and the Strike Roportn,
(2) OControl Pointas
. CP1 CP2 TGT CP3
,!lisht-llnn 15 1550 1730 1350

. ATA 3 1716
o T 15 1323 1;20 1853

o ppre x;at 6
{WM . e /9

G 3 21

igg PA2 1717 70D 1753
'PAS5 1718 TOD 181

95A PA1 1718 TOD 1746
95B P A 3 1720 TOD 1819

; 95 PA1l 1720 TOD 1

95D T A 4 174, TOD 180
390A P A1 1744 TOD 1806
.390B PA 5 1720 TOD 1840
3900 PA S 1716 TOD 1759
390D P A2 1721 TOD 1822

6, Photography: a. 95 installed 3 lcopo0 5 obliquoo and 8 vertisal
camerss, 3, 5, and 8 of whiech took plotures. All 3 seta of H2X soope
photos woro received and all are plottable., Only l. set of picturea
teken by 95A and B was printed for this Headguartera.

bo 100 installed 2 aoogo and 9 vertical cameras, 1 and 8 of which
took {%otnrOIs FIT A/C 870 electrical system failure in H2X ocamers.
A/C 9162, #3 in leed olclont of D Squadron: K-=21 verticel camera was
frozen, One 16 ma megative roll was received., No camera was placed
in the deputy lead A/C of 100A, B, and D, and no cemera was placed in
the lead of 1000,

e, 390 iastalled 1 moope; 2 dbligue, and 1.2 vertissl cameras, 1, 2,
and 12 of whish sook piotures. 1 Set of Bedpe photos was received.
Photos are not plesttable besause the remote lcopo was out of foocus,

By Command of Brigadier General BUGLIN:

M?mman
‘I%o 00lo, ALr O

’ 4 Director of Tragiing & Analyniao

o 10 o
CONPIDENTIAL
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$35TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (X)
9STH BOMBARIMENT GROUP (X)
APO ¥ 689

24th Mareh 1945

SUBJECT: Abertiem Of Aireraft # 7204
70 s Cesmanding Offieer, qsm Bembardment Squadram

1. Aireraft # 7204 abprted at }610 hours, altitude 18,000 feet,
pesitien of 18 Bast, ’

2. At 18,000 feet the Ball turret mam did me respemd very premptly
te an exygen shesk, HNe was teld %o get out of the turret sad am imvest-
-igatien revealéd that a lime was brekea and his exygen was geme. Fol~
~lowing immediately right waist and tail pesitiem exygea systems raa out,
The ball turret, right waist and tail gummers ehamged te the left system,
whieh rapidly deereased im pressure till it fell te 100 peunds.

S, As briefed time em exygen was appreximately three and a half
hours, I deeided te abert,

‘ 4, Bembs were jettisened viswmlly, 40 miles east of Seuthweld, as
instrusted by Desel, oA

C Rpeu el

2ud. Lt A.Ce

lat, Inde
HEADQUARTERSs 95th Bombardment Group, APO # 669, AAF 119, 24th Maréh 1946
70 s Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group, APO # 560

1. This abortion considered justified.
| /z—;év a‘;ﬁ A
. . JOEN F. LOSEE

i

Lte col‘. ALCo
Commanding Officer
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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Intelligence Officer

24 March 1945

SUBJECT: S=2 Report for the mission to Ziegemhain, Germany for the above date,
TO ¢+ Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), APO 559,

le The Mission e this is the second attack on A/D's today in support of
Field Marshall Montgomery's drive across the Rhine River, with the 95th Group
flying as "13B Combat Group = Major Frankosky was group leader,
: A Squadron = eight A/C plus one PFF A/C formed the lead squadron and
eight A/c, attacked the primary targete A/c 7204 returned as a spare from 5048N
0618E at 1610 hours because oxygen was outae

B Squadron = Ten A/C plus one PFF A/C formed the high squadron and
all A/C attacked the primary targets

C Squadron = eight A/C plus one PFF A/C formed the low squadron and
all A/C attacked the primary targete :

-

D Squadron = eight A/C plus one PFF A/C fromed the lowelow squadron,
three A/C bombing the primary target with the 390th Groupe As noted in the
Operational Narretive, five A/C and the PFF A/C attacked the tertiary target

Siegen,

2¢ Further Intelligence Information may be obtained from the Operational
Narrative,

For the Intelligence Officer:

ARNO A, KRAUSE,
Captain, Air Corps,
Asg't, S=2 Officere
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SECRET : SECRET
¢ ':T‘F T t By Authorlty of :
}EADQ ARTE IGH‘I‘H ATR FORCE ¢ CoG. Eighth Force:
) 5 “AAF TA’HON 101 b« Initials; L%;..:-..:
¢ R AP0 63h ¢ Dates 2l Morch 1945 :
¢ k - .ooonyono-o-.oo-o--,pootp
INTOPS smnmw NO. 328 : .

FERIOD:. CCOL hours 2h Ma.roh to 2L00 hours 2u March 19h>. : e

A, STATT ST rCS

T e et A ——

Total Effective Tl oo E

Sorties "Dorties Tonnage Claims E/A AA OT Totals NIR
Heavy Bomber Atks.v 1747 1712 408848 (b) 10-0-4 0 23 3 26 5
Fighter Fscort 103 95 0 0-0=0 0 0 0 O 0
Fighter Sweeps(a) 1227 1158 3,9 53-0-128 3 1 0 L 5
OOy G
Fighter Pombing 0 0 0 000 0 0 0 O 0
* Photo Recon, 38 38 0 000 0 0 0 0 0
eather Recons 29 28 0 000 0 0 0 O 0
Ade/Sea Resoue 27 27 0 0-0-0 0 0 0 0 0
Special Operations 35 3h, 0 _0-0-0 0 0% 1 0
Totals - 3206 - 3092 L092.3 Bh-0-12A 3 24 L4 31 10
0~0-L G

(a) Tncludes groups based on Continent, '
(h) Does not include 582.3 tons of supplies dronped in Assault Area,

B, OPRRATICNAL SUMMARY

h £ Somber Attacks

1747 a/c (1267 B-17s, hBO B-Zhs) from three Air Divisions sortied
against sizteen A/Fs in western and northwestern German; ard on 2 supnly
dropning mission to Aqsault Area east of the Rhine,

MORNING: 1298 a/c (267 B-17s, 182 B~2lis) from three Lir UlV*Sions
sortiéd ir- five forces against twelve A/Fs and supply dropring eash of the
Rhine, 1269 7 ¢ dropred 3083,7 tons (2980,2 GP, 103,5 IB) on ussigned A/Fs
and several T/O's, and dropped 582,3 tons of supplies in assigned areas,

-]l -

1=
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SECRET

A1 borbing visual, Weather:. CAVU at all targetse E/a Onposition:

1 F7-190 encountered east of Osnabruck; 1 u/i jet a/c sightod near—Zuider
Zee; 1 Ve=163 sighted near Tesel, Claims: 1-0=0 Air. Losses: 26 a/e
(18 B-2iis, 8 B~1T7s = 23 to AL; 3 to unknowm causes), S

AFTRRINOON:  Lh9 a/fc (267 B-1l7s, 182 B-2lis) from three Air Divisions
gortied i tnree fordes against four A/Fs in northwestern Germany.
hhi3 a/¢ dropped 110846 tons GP on assigned targets and a third priority
.tapget, a tertiary target and a T/0, Weathert OAVU .at targets, E/a
. Oppositiont nile  Claimss nil,- lossess nil, =

-2- !
SECRET



SECREL
First Eoroe [ o = E

Five group fomat:.ons (179 B-r178 - st Air Divisio*l) sortied aga..nst Vechte
A/E. 176 a/c dropped 482,6 tons GP and 102,0 tons IB on assigaed target and one
7'1‘/0 e.t Q8490855 hours from' 24,000 -25, 600 feet, All bombi. ng visual, Leaflets
drorped ca Vasohta A/F,. Weather:® CAVU. Flak: nil, Battle Damage: nil,  E/a
Opposigioi: uils Claims: nile Losses; nil, NYR: nil, :

Details of Bomber Atteck as _follows:

ﬁ_ﬂ;%&ngg. ;r_g,@ . . §d£:t;?.es . Effg_qtifve _Sc}irties’ " %'?_rpgéf?_& Besuilts
Vechte A/F 179 175 180,6 T02,0 Fair
Other Tagget | | | S |
RhelneA/E’ : &% ol 8 - : 2.() 1.5 .Uno}')sezvev_d
Totals 17 176 482,6 103.5
el _Sec"nd Foggg . )

Fourteen group formations (527 B-l7s ~- 3rd Air Division) sortied against
A/Fs at Steerwelk, Zwischenahn, Varrell, Varrelbusch and Plaziiurne, 515 a/e
drorped 1721,0 tons GP on assigned targets and three T/Us at V%% -0%545 hours from
12,230-25,700 feet, All bombing visual. Leaflets dropped cn Vrizelibusch Varrell,
Steem"e,jx. and Plantlunne, Weather: UAVU at target, few paucly high clouds over
Zuider Zee. Filak: nil to meager, inaccurate, Battle damagze: 2 minors B/a
.L<0pp051nion' nil. Claims: nils Losses: .2 B-:L?s to causes. unkiovm. NYR; _nil,

Dstails of bomber attacks as follows°

Assigned Targets Sorties . Effective Sorties  Tornage  Results
' (4, Pe )
Steenwe k. A/F . ; 1]}4. < Al i ) -3-5&2;, . Good
Zwischenahn A/™ Ry« e 253.1 - Faip -
Varrell A/F SN 107 88 3975  Fair .
Verrelbusch A/F 115 113 339:2° ' Good"
Plantlunne A/F 1 111 3825  Good
cher;'l‘a.rp‘e_t,s ’ | . : o A= ‘ .
Wittmandhafen A/F @570 gl o B g | 39.0  Unobséerved
2 1/0s L UE LR Y kg e
Totals 527 . 515 17210
& s~ ~ 3 ~'
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Third Force

Eight group formations (294 B-17s, 1st Aipr Division) sortied against A/Fs
at Rheine, Hopsten, Rurstemau/Vechiel, Achmer and Hesepeo 28C u/c dropped 6549
tons CP on assigned targets and.one T/0 at 1005-3045 hours from 23,500-25,500 Peets
All bombing visual, ' Leaflets dropped on Furstensu end Hopsten. Weather: CAVU,
Flak: modercte, acourate. Battle Damege; 75 minmor, 25 major, 1 cat "E", E/e
Opposition: 2 Fr 160 encountered E'of m.bmok. “Claims: * 1-0-0A, Losses; 6
B-17s (5 %o 84, 1 to causes unlmdwn)e NYR:' nils .

valls of bomber attack ag followsz

Assigned eovate m &L..z';__.iaa Zonnage  Resulis
G, Pe

Rheirs 477 - 36 36 8.0 Good
Hopsten A/F 76. 62 134, 5 I iy
Rursteiw: Vechtel, A/F 73 72 133.5 Good
Achmer £/F ‘ b . 73 227:9 - Good
Hesepe 4/F - E b NR 36 69,0 Poir
Other Tbxg:_tu : & | '.
Wiedenbruck | e | o 2.0 Unobserved
' Totals 2% . 2807 6349

 Bourth Porce | APt

Six squadron formations (58 B~2s, 2pd Air Division) scibied against
Nozdhorn A/F, 58 a/o dropped 121,7 tons GP on assigned target at 1C34-1037
" hours' from 20,000~21,000. feet., All bombing visual. Laaf icts dropoed on Nordhorn
A/, Weatrcor: CAWU,  Flak; nil, Battle Damage: nil. E/L Opposition: nil. One
u/i Jet a/o sighted near Zuider Zee. Claims: nil, Losscs: nil. NYR: nil.

Details of bomber attack as follows:

Assigned Torget Sorties * [Effective Sorties Tommge  Results
Nordhorn A/F 58 58 12,7 . Good
Fifth Force : 4 |

Twenty-seven squadron formations (240 Be24s, 2nd Air D*vis;t,on) sortﬁ.ed on
- supply dropping miasion to Americen and British assault areas ezsi of Rhine.
240 a/o dropped 562.3 tons of suprplies in assigned a.rea at 1305-1335 hours f'mm

e
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'SECRET

" 100:t0 600 reet;’ 'Weathers ‘CAVU-4n target area; 'Flaks. small arms fire
machite gun,. 20°mm, envountered - moderate and accurate,- Battle Damage: 9h
minor, 9 major, 1.Cat. "B, E/a Oppositions . 1 Mew163 sighted in target area.

Claimss nil, Iossest 18 a/o (to AA). NYRs 5 a/c.

Details of dropping mission as follcwaa

'Assigned Tarocts ~ Sorties _Effective Sorties  Tonnage  Results

: i o T of §upp$%e N

American Assault Area 120 122 312,0 Dropped in assi-

British Assault Area X0 118 270,3 gned area.
Totals - 240 " - 2ko 582,3

Fighter Support(lst, and, de, tth, Sth Forces)z

: - Fichter support ms 44 the natu!‘e 6f area- supmrt and: patrol a.nd
amed recomaissancm (Sea Fight.or Sweéps, belovr)

TR ) %o g

Sixth F'oroe

: Eiphteen squadron fomationa (182 B-2ha - 2nd Air Division) sortied
against A/Fs at ‘Stérmede and Kirtof, 181 a/o dropped L16.2 tons GP o =~
as$igned primaries, one tertiary and a T/0 at 1719-1728 houvwse from 19,100
22,200 feet, Bombing visual. Ieaflets dropréd on Stormede and Treysa. o
Weather: CAVU, ¥Flaks nil at target, meager, inaecurate over battle line,
Battle Damaget 16 minor, E/a Opnosi‘bion- nil. Ylaims: nil:. Lossess 'nil,
NYR: nil,

LA e Details of bomber attack as follm:

Assigned Targets Sorties Effective: Sorti.es ok Tpnna‘ge Results

Stormede A/F s 95 96 © T 229407 - Very Good
Kirtof A/F 87 65 Whe0  Very Good
Ziegenhaim A/F (Tertiary) 9 19.h Good w Very
' : ~ - Good
Other Target .
Treysa M/Y . Al 23.8‘ _ﬁnobsewed
 Totals 182 w1 M2

o .
L

Seventh Force

'l‘h!%e ‘group formations (llh B—-l'?s - 3rd Air Division) sortied against
‘ zmgermm ‘Il/F 'no /o dropped 3137 tons OP on pr‘imary target and Sfegen M/Y

q
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-P -7, ’7' ot

(3rd priority) at 1715-1721 hours from 23,700-26,000 feet, Bombing visuals
Weather: CAVU, Flaks nid-at target,  Battle damages 2 minor. E/A -
Oppositions 'nil, Claims' nil,. Iosses: nil, NYR: nil, .

Detai*s of bomber attaok a.a follavnss

Four group formatds 4(3.53 B+1784 1t Alr Division) sortied against
Twente Faschede A/F, 152 dropmd 32;3.7 tons on primary at 1731-1756 hours
from 21,000-22,900 featy 19,_, visual, -Weathers CAVU, Flak: ‘meager to
moderate, genera]ly inac - Bostde Damage: 16 minor, L4 majors E/a
oppositiom nil. Glaims ‘nu. Inssesc nil. nil. :

-

Details of bonber attack as followss E e B : e
Pk szo} e ?"Q'ﬂ“"’ - .

'Assigned Target So gg s _{fgg&&ﬁ crt,iea‘ fl‘onnage "Results-

Twente Enschede A/F 153 e e 3u8.7  Good. -
§ P~ 2 ) T . .

2. Fighter Escort

Four groups (35 Rd7s, 68 P~5ls = 103 8 c) gortied in support of
three boiber forces on afternoon mission, 35-1552 hours; down 1905~1935
hours, 95 effeetive sortied, E/a Opoo.»i’cion- nil, Two groups strafed,

- Cladmss nil,. Tossess nil, NYR: nil,

Misgellaneous Ground Claimss Destroyed D_a.mggd -
Tyucks ' ‘ 10 46"
Staff Cars _ 1 0
Medium Tank 0 : T
6

ol Cars & | 0
3', ‘Fighter Sweops: ' |

' Fifteen groups, i.ncluding two groups based on Continent (2h P-b?s "
1203 P-5ls « 1227 a/p ) sortied in four forces.on area patrol and armed
reconnaissance in support’of bombér forces iIn following géheral arecas:

Zwolle, Enschede, Munater,. Siegen nhumg y.-Gutersloh, Osnabruck, F\:rstenau,

Opange Canal, Eeld, Dummen ke«, Isngo;{ 2 Zﬂﬁgemaino Four,” patrola. Up °

'0556=1529 hoursi dovm 1100-1933 hours L)g 1! effective sortied, One group dive

borbed 2 military camp (W 3038 dropp 345 tons).
b
8 ECREI

_ __g_é}_@ef "“‘"pots ; Sor;bies Effec’bive lorbiea lT‘onpag_e_A . Results
‘Ziegerhain A/F i Iﬁi‘”’" ::‘;‘“ :”:IOE e 327 0‘6 ' 'v';'Good‘
Siegen M/Y (3rd ’Fﬂ‘brity) st ol : ___9_ : | __J_._6__a_1__ e Uno’bsewed _

’ mota,];; T : - léig ok s lio .. ; £ 32‘3.7 o

| Eighth Powee . mfs “

v
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e 1 et 8ighted Meppel _avea} 2 /i Jeta geen Iingen areas

engaged _;lzgoutn:g;‘m A/Fy 15 Ke~109l bounced ‘over Eikeln A/F;

@'i* 3598, nhoved W of Xessels 1 Me-109 destroyed 8’ of Soest,.
iB{nas  S530- A{.r 00-4 Grownd, lossess L P-Sls » 3 to sfa, 1 to Ad..
5:!’-5’13 '('bel.eved aafe on G'ontinent), Rt -

R lLscellaneoua Ground Claims: - Destroyed _!_J_E_!_rgaged'

ye ’Vs 33
v nght Tanks
Automobiles
fecomotives AT B
011 Trucks & _
%“Om‘bi&n Tmr oy e : AT r‘» f 4 ?‘m G . §
guildinga g T ;
+racks iy ey e NP«»W’}} 4 :-{QJ
Rddar Towers -~ .° .| :
GOOdS mm R X o ’.:-, :.. : :‘

b ﬁﬁ&a&ﬁ&x(‘-‘f
.'ml-AF-, &4 %

- Be Photo Reomnaiaaame

~ B 3
i
2 Yeh
: 3_16-’5:"-‘ O N DO+

TR

toe

38"a/e 917 P-5ls; 15 F=5s, s Spitfires, 2 Mosquitoes) sortiecl as
followss ~

- 6 a/c sortied on D/A photos in eastern Germany. ' '
3 a/c sortied on mapping mission over Kassel and Neuruppin areas,
1 a,’o sortied on activity study over eastern and, bentral Germanys -
3 a/c sortied for research photoss .

17 P-5ls sortied as escort.
2 Mosquitoes sortied on night photography over Altenbeken,
Lossess nil.

R Weather Reconnaissance

. 29 a/c (20 P-Sls, 6 3-173, 3 Moequitoes) sortied as follows:

V2 Bells completed routine weather flights over sea to NW of Iands End,
1 B~17 completed routine flight to Position 13. )
g% 1 B«17 completed routine flight to the Agores. ¢
T Mosquitces completed weather.reconnaigsance over N Gemny, Holland,
m, 3 ot Tyeland, W France and the Atlantic,
;!Q -2/ (20 P-Sls 2 B-178) as weather scouts for bombers. 21 Effective
acrtiaﬁ JHar
10'333' nilo

e, LSRRI : T
L SECRET



s

—-—

B X Air/Sea Rescne

(79
1
g -1
i
1=
193

bt 09 a/c (23 P-47s and h OA-IOS) sortied on patrols and aearches. _
2 incidents. 1 pilot rescued. No losses. S

Be o ; &7
4. RN Em\,_r R ATES (e K
35 a,c (22 B-»ZM'“B Nﬂag S Hosquitoea) aortied as followss
’ b Mosquiﬁéqs;};_/ : vad on upec:lal operation for lst 2nd, Brd Adr
Divisicas. No losges, **
: Q«a/c {1 Mag uf
Iogsest 1 ‘Iosquito, B
" 19 B2lis E
hourse NQ %.08393. o

1 a/e abox&e!d. Yo 1 nges,

P
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C. INTETLIGMNGE

, . e Enemy Adx Oprosi tion '

| In spitc of OAVU weathor tho GAF made very littlc ottt e any
part of todaris mmltiple cporations and it is possible that the recent bombing
of" airf: w‘-a il NW Germany wes a major factor in keoping t‘w aneny on the ground.

Ths only attack oxperionced by the bombers was' by ‘an FW=-190 which shot
down 2 swraggling B-17, 5 to 10 miles E of Osnabruck at’ 1021 hours, bofore being
itscy’ Gesticyeds Two FW=190s were also seen in the Fa.rs{: Division target arca
but 'i;):cs»., wxde no attackss 4 : g

. I‘lm or. 'groups patrolling'tm*o&ghmtutho déy Ana flying a maximum number
of _sor’ics encountered relatively fow e/a and only repost thiec cniagomonts

with o r,e:y formations, The first of thesé was at 1210 when'a. gguadron of P-51s

fiying et 2,000 feet observed 20 Me-109s west of Gutersléh: f]y.c.ng on the deck

-+ towards the front, P-51s ongaged and in a combat 1asting 20 mimutes destroyed

16 and ¢omaged 4, - The second was at 1300 hours W of Hamm where P—515 at

12,000 faool- cbservad 15 Mo-1098 cireling airfield and app&;‘ont],y proparing to
land - e/e.. fought aggressively when bounced but our fighters had tho advantage of
higher altitudo and in a combat ra.nging from 6 OOO to the dock, twglve:. wore
destroycd and two damaged.

Tho third took plaoe NW of RKassel at 1525 until 1600 hou.rs. P-5ls
attackes 15 F-190s and 15 Me-109a flying at 3,000-6,080 fuoz. B/A werc aggres-

_-sive and cxporicnced and fought from 10,000 to the daek. Cla:ms hawevcr are
:24-0-6 foir the loss of one P-Sl. Y ¥

‘A ﬂwthar Mc-109 was dcstroyed at’ 1600 hours 5 mi. les S of Soost at 3000

_ fqot - a.P-51 is also though* to have bden lost in this engagcnonte -

oo other M0-109s were sightcd at 0925 hours W of hwlstor f&ying North
at 10,uOQ foot but ware: too far off to be engaged.

L Only threa: .jet a/c were ‘sighted, ohe at 0930 on a. sou'bharly course
t 30,000 feot in tho Meppel érea and two othors at 1000 on a SW course at
}0,000 fact in the Lingon arca. L ‘ ;

2, Flak

« .Rwine = meagcr, acou.rate. L
Hopston - moderate, accurate,
Munster - intense, accurate ..
Bivlefeld= meager, accuratc,
Furstenau~ moderate, inaccurate..
Achmer - meagoer, inaccurate.
Varcll = meager, inaccurate, tracking,
Zwischenahn = meager, inaccuratc, barrage.

e
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3+ Obsgrvations

14 a/c observed on the ground at A/F, 2 miles E of Dummor Ioko.
Military installation of about 12 buildings seen at approximately 5245~
0735 E. - o
MA at Hereford appeared very crowded.
M/Y at Lrnhem well f£illed with approximately 150 cars,
M/ at Enschede crowded,
M/Y at Mullholland full of rolling stock,

'M/Y at Botsenbruck with considerable traffic,
Quackenbruck M/Y filled with freight cars,
Groningen M/Y with otnhaiderable activity.
Lingen M/Y much activity reported. .
Heavy concontration of fortification reported at 5300N-0630%,
Small factory et Borken (5104N-0917E) with three stacks, all billoving
black smoke in complete dofience of our air power., 20-30 box cars in
small MA adjacont to factory. . ' : :

- Radio station circled by 6 towers with anothor in ccnter of 4 RV 3961,
Train with 25 plus cars stationary at entrance of tunncl RBO462,

Red Cross train with 15 plus cars stationary at 4 RB 2458,

~ Oldenburg M/ filled with 300=400 freight wagons.

L. Demage to Inocmy Installations
“Vechta A/F - Good to Very Good Results

15 concentrations of mixed GP and IB bombs fell into target arca, Three
flight hangars - direcet hits., Photos showed 2 hangars on firc and the third is
% destroyed, Control fower, 2 direct hits and burning, Iarge repair
hangar centor target aree 3 direct hits left it severecly damaged, Seven small
workshops destroyed or on fire. Motor transport arca large workshop scverely
damaged and op fire; 1 small workshop on fire, Barracks area heavily hit. Of
"34 barracks 18 scverely burning - 3 scevere damage resulted.Smoke covers
remainder of hangars and it is impossible to estimate otlicr damage, in this area.
130 hits on main runway - severely damaged. Concentretion of bombs fell across
mein field erea and post holed field throughout, At least 12 a/c werc visible
on the ficld at time of attack, 7 of these a/c werc deamaged or degstroyed.

Furstcnau/Vcchtel ~ Very Good Results

Six concentrations of GP blanketod landing ground, Main woight of
bombs in target arca, One large hangar, 3 small workshops dircct hits, 8 a/c on
ficld ~ 7 destroyed or damaged, Damage to lending ground sovero,

=10~
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w OOOdRemlts ' e B SRR e B gl
10 oo :mmmmnt:m'm powtion of londing fiald with E~7 and S w
iognenysai 38 hita on B §iRumwayse 54 hite.on NW~SE. runweyss Medn woight of
‘bombs on landing field adaaoent to rmmaya. One oomentro.tion foll across the
*main highway 1 mile SE of ., it gl BEE & M G el e

ma A@ - Good Reau;tg B

woro - Three full and 1. Mwl*mmwa&m P £oll ;Ln tqrset 31‘0*10 i

‘,150 bursta on E W Runwoye.. 35 hita on N8 .runway, 1 opncentration ong-mile N
of. centor and open oxes, 'fmmtrmwa %0 B edge of 4/5’. _
hi‘hsEendcfEWRw MMmm ﬂm dnmsed-

45 ‘ : crrwiapls Fobu sk w:?’u WIS e SEES ":-.-:14,' e ealn
Four GP concentrationa buntmm,% nn& mxma thrpe main
runweys = E-W 53 hits NE-SW; NU-8% 15 808" Y¥. Heaviost

seomesntretion . thyee  Jwnkidam. 1)
«fall oo londing ground o acnesninetism fo m.; aoz'pm roil Yine B.edge, 9f
- AMRe L anallilengar recaiwed: direct hits with mz:au line, 350:..

.bombs in dispersal area.: 4 -direct hits 8 S8 oan,ter M‘. a/o ahal’aora o

direot hus. . 15 a/c on fiold not hurt, . - , s S o

" Boaina bfp = BanBemit

~. . . Threa. omoentr&'!iim in araa ad;}aoen‘b to SV d.a.apereal a.rea and. ; thrao
owered direct hits and many near miasea o our sholtors, 2 spall workshops
and two open sheltara damaged. At least 3 small explosive firos visiblo in
-arety . Rwways N 8 and NW-SE hit by ten bombs, 4 a/0.on.fisld at time of
abtack. None: dameged, -Photos showed xmch damo.ge proviously :!’.ntlicted on
“NWB md land-ins fiold. Rt _

- ma__g ~ Yory @cd Results - .- i b i | :

-pr THpWRYS. . Main wedight

¥ -, Gooll ogncentretion of bombs on A/F 411 rumays severo;ly damagod, |

.......

Oowered Junotion of - three runways. L e e

"!)JI ;.W Mmsults :;A: ;

ALl pattorns exoept two fell o the field..- Most of the pattarns obn=

tored o or near the NW-SE runwey with ome.pattern. oxtquing $hto the barracks

.- .area. 7 mmall a/o pr.obably fighters were no’!':ed, :t:w:. ono- m-iG} « none woro
‘mom ‘IQ‘L'[-'A> . Y T -‘.:~.‘. e et :

R TR S G Y.

EE“B% A/F -Fa:g' tocood Tt ;

' Bembed by .9 squadrons c&rryiﬁgwwmd W'bcmba %ttems
bma tl'n m muw the AP with mast ct‘ tho bomba on the ﬁ,em.
v A S 734 GG ot o AU "u‘ WL Y L B T A o
8%3322 S
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gggnna Situabion

61:!1 W Group

12th Army Group

21lst Army Group

SECRET

- First Mnoh Army: Nothing to: Report.r :

e s Tt it By i Y 16

i

‘line R 3954, 4658, 4465, 3561, 2960 and the thrust

into Speyer 5180 has brokes the enony bridgehcad

-west of the Rhine betwséen Ludwigshofen and Karlsruho

ond into three parts, eaoh of which aro being
rapidly o:laarod.

3rd U.S. Army; In addition to oleo.ring tho

. remoining enomy West of the Rhing with 7th U,S»

" army now having a substontinl bridgehead B of the
Rhine on the line M=-i4b637, 5337, 5539, 5uk3, h749,

MM;— With cloments at 5634; 5930

lst U.S. Axw: The Remagen bridgahoad is now ox-
panded to the line P-8102, 8206, 8406, 8409, 8310,
8113, 8118, 7920, 7722, 7523, 7526, The8, 7531,
7232, 7435, 7259 7040, 6742, 6&5, and 1ino of
Siog River to .j\,motion with Rhine, = .

9th U.S, Army: Bridgehaad ovor Rhine being
established againat.light opposition, Right sector
of Rhine A 2926 3027, 3029, left scotor on Rhine
2335,32337, 213% Railwmy iine orossed in center

204 British Amy: Wosdl capbured,. Right line o

Rhine, 1541, 1544, 1345, Loft Sector on Lino, 085k,
0554, 0354, Btrms opposition in Rees, 0752 -
tirborne operation in comnection with those orossing

has gone accarding to plan,
Lirborne Divisions have established contact with

- ground farces in the area of Schuttwiock, 1644 and

Dierssordt, 1744, ALirborne olements also at 2048,
Approximte]y 2500 P/Ws op.p‘lmred..

g@_.uot:.vitLgver England
000}, = 2&,.00 hours = 24 March 1945

~ 171 piying ponbe

; wiched ~ Lendfall Groator Ipndon Des a
o e s
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D. QOEER&TIO@OF‘QE?ERMRFORCES ‘ ‘
l. Tactical Air Farces '

Sarties o L A . e

Ninth A:Lr Force T EE "28'6'5"" T om0 s e
uly B sl i " L2228 G
T First UQSf ch-Fo -.é_-_;, & 11@5 2"'0"0 1 &/0

o ;Second m' Unavai]pbl,e

R Fighter th ' y_r_g gilabla :

eI S R & Sy 8} '&dO-ZB Ground

S w
,Scr‘b:.es o R Intrudes Patrol
R O IlO Attaok Oonwnioation Centers
: a/o : : .
/i Glaims o 1-0-0
v -.'Losses,. 3 :l.a/a :
:w %Maroh 1945

Sorties : 1787 Fighters and Fighter Bombers
. .- + 770 Bambers -

ot EEL - . 267 Reconnaissance
T e ) e 2 t’_ a/o % )

’ éfh Bomb D:wis:Lon.' 770 a/c sortied on two missions
bombing flak positions, A/Fs, 3 RR bridges and 3
communication centers.,

- .. 9%h, 19th, 29th TACs: 1787 sortics. Supperted tho
ground forces in break through arca E of Rhine.

‘ Lﬁgsioﬁ

E/A Claims : 3-0-0 Adr  24~2-28 Ground o c Sl el B
oo losses ' .3 1la/o (9 Fighters, 2 Bombers) L
Misc. Ground Claims: Destroyed - Demaged
wr 12 556
AV ii=, 11 25
RR .Qaps. - - 39, 415
Locomotives 2 18
Buildings - 166 86
Gun Positions 29 33
-]J,.,n
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SECRET

lst U,S oT olboFe

Night « 2;(24 March

Sorties : 10 a/c on Intrudsr Defensive Patrol
Claims & Losses: Nile o
* Day - 24 March 1945

Sorties ¢ 916 Fighters and Fighter Bombers
171 Bombers
8 Reconnaissance
1095 a/c

Missions : 42nd Bomb Wing: 171 sorties. Attacked RR Bridges,
RR embankments, RR viaducts, RR stations and a M/ in
o tactical area. '

12th TLC : 653 sorties, Armed Reconnaissance in
support of ground forces attacked roil and road move~
ment supply dump, troop concentration E of Rhine.

lst French TUF : 263 sorties, Fighter sweeps in
support of ground forces., Escort to bombers, Reil
interdiction, - i

Western Fronch Air Force:; 8 Sartics. Tactical Reoon,
E/S Claims 1 200 o
Lossges . ¢ 1 Fighter
Seodxd TAF
Unavailsble,
RAF Fighter gomnénd | ¢

Unavailable,

-4;],55-
SBCRET
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.24 Fifteenj:h Air Foroe

23 March 1945 e s

171 B-17s and 231 P-51s sortied, .
163 B-17s escorted by 211 P-51s dropped 427 tons on Ruhland 0il Refinory,
18 tons on Budejovice M/Y. Losses: 3 B-17s and 1 p-51,

62 B24s snd 38 p-38s sortia,d. i

56 B=24s cscorted by 38 P-38s dropped 102 tons on St. Valentin M/Y and 2
tons on T/0s. Lossea. nil.

69 B-—2b.s and 13 P~38s sort:..d. By @ :

67 B-24s escorted by 12 P-38s drovped 118 tons on St. Polten South &I/Y
Losses: nil. -

95 B-2ks and 48 P-38s sortiede
87 B-24s escorted by 45 P-38s dropped 156 tons on Kagran Qil Refinery and
8,7 tons on T/0Os. Losses; 5 3-243. ' .

. 150 B~2ks and 31 P~38s sortiod, ...
146 B-24s escorted by 27 P-38s dronpcd 276 tons on Gmund M/Y., Lossos; nil.

165 B-24s-and 29 Pr38s sortieds . ¢ - -
161 B-24s escorted by 27 P-30s dropped. #}7 tons on St. Valentin Tank Works
and 11 tons on T/0s. Losscs: 6 B-2ha,

Operational H:.ghlz.ghts Rrogc'am of d:c,sabling all romaining operative oil
refinerics within range was continucd by the attacks on Ruhland and Karwan Oil ’
Refincrics. The Ruhland attack was closely phased to permit minimum fighters to
pravide maximum cover and also tp allow mutual protection againgt the bomber for-
mations, Active tank production at Valontin hampered by successful attack will pro-
dnce immediste adventages on fighting fronts by curtailment of tonk delogeries.
Austrian communicotion targets are gredually assuming vital importance due to the
continually increasing restrictions on transportation systcém in this area., The
use of closcly matched routes to all targets with staggerod attacks on Valentin to
allow clearance of bomb smoke plus minimum efficient time in tho target arcas
coupled with tho same general return routc permitted the relatively small number
of fighters not necded for the Ruhlond penetration to give the remsining 4 wings
the best possible turget cover in Austria, Vory good weather conditions apart from
slight haze parmitted all groups to bomb visually excopt 3, which bombod offset
method due smoke screen or bomb smoke, _

Bombers ' 2 ighters

Sortics : 712 a/c él?l B-17s, 541 B-24s) Sortics: 390 a/c (231 P-51s, 159 P-38s)
Eff. Sorties: 680 a/c (163 B~17s, 517 B~24s) Eff. Sorties: 360 a/c (211 P~5ls, 149

Tonnage 155547 P-38s)
Claims : Nil, Claims : Nil.
Iosses ¢ La/e (3 B-17s, 11 B-ZI»S) . Iosses : 1 P-51

SECREL
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Fifteenth Adir Force

24 Morch 1911-5

169 B=l7s and 227 P-51s, 62 P-BBS sortied.,

150 B=17s, escorted by 214 P-51s, 58 P-38s dropped 356 tons on Berlin
Marienfeldeda Imler Benzol Tank works. Claims: 8-6=0 Lir., Iosses; 4 a/c(3 B=17s
1 P-51), NYR 10 a/c (6 B-17s, 4 P-5ls) :

283 B=24s end 75 P-38s sortied.
272 B=24s escorted by 70 P-38s dropped 565 tons on Neuberg Airdrome,
Claims: 20-0«0 Ground. Iosses: Nil,

150 B=24s and 30 P-38s sortied,
147 B-24s escorted by 27 P-38s dropped 331 tons on Mun:l,ch Reim A/F and a T/0.
Claims and Losses: Nil,

94 B=-24s sortied,
92 B-24s dropped 164 tons on Budenovice M/Y and a T/0, Claims & Losses: Nil.

Operational Highlights:

Fortresses have made deepest penetration in 15th Air Force Histroy to attack-
most important objective in our renge., Ruhland, St. Valentine and Kngraw attacks
have left no known gas producers in our operational area, Encmy now known to be
short of fuel and strong on aircraft so counter air effort included to prevent
possible hoarding of rescrves for all out comittment of air power, Careful
congervation of fuel plus minimum engine time on ground plus rapid rendezvous
plus slow climb plus direct route to target plus alert crews allowed 1500 mile
round trip to Berlin. Five fighter groups assigned to fortresses to afford
strong target cover and light escort on penetration and withdrawal,

Bombers: Fightors
Sorties : 696 (1+27 B=24s, 169 B-l?s) Sorties: 304 (227 P~5ls, 167 P-388)
Eff, Sorties: 661 Eff, Sortiss: 369
Tonnage : 1413 Claims 8—6~0 A =20=0-0 Ground
Claims 0=0=0 . Losses; 1 P-51 '
Losses 1 4 B-17s '

. w1 Tr
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e R.A.F.;Bomber Céymand
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Day = 2k Maroch 1948 ; Target . T i:i Losses .
153 Halifaxes Gladbeck Troop Concentration :iﬂ'
16 lencasters ehst e
.6 Mosquiboes'. .- e otes 0T Lk | 0
| 199 Halifaxes . Steﬂa@ée'u/y-: 0
17 ILancasters . Vg = "o
6 Mosquitoes - v 0
89 Inncastera:; S gt Fed Dortmund/ﬂanpenerweg X
6 Yosquitoes - 0il Refinery - gy
_ Bh Lancasters ' Mathias.Stinnes Benzol g
- & Mosquitoea e B S Plant nr, Bottrop . 0
sBale ; ' 5"
.. Mght « 2L/25 March 19&5 :
67 Mosquitoes .- Bérlin' o
8 Mosquitoes Northeim.M/Y g 0.
- 2, Mosquiboes - - Siren Tour -0
“1 Mosquito - © . . VWeather Recon. 0
. 33 Mosquitoes . . .. .. Bomber Support 0
22 Halifaxes : T ' B
- 97 Liberators :
6 Fortresses '
1 Halifax ) .+ Signals Investigation 0
2 Mosquitoes ) .~ Patrol S e Py
: » ol
1’49 a/c 0 :
 bie - First Allied Alrborne Army e L e e

i nig- 897 gliders sortied dropping the 17th U S Airborne
Division in assigned drovping zones from-1000-1059 hours with. Qatisfactory
results, Weathers CAVU with smoke and haze in target.area; Flaks moderate,
intense, E/A Oppositions:  10-15 u/i a/ec sighted in assigned areas -~ no combat,
lossess 32,afc NYRs L7 a/c.- : %

52nd T.C. Wing

7

: ... 2h3. O-h?s, C~533 and 399.glider tug combinations sortied dropping the
Sixth British Airborne Division,in assigned areas from 1000-1056 hours,.. Wéather:
CAVU with ground. haze, E/A Oppositionz nll. Lossess - 13 a/c.

\ ~1&
ENORE
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8 B G a § T __
~ 38th Group |

320 glider tug comb‘lnations sortied droprpi.m’ the 6th British Atrborne
Division with satisfactory results, E/A Oppositiont Nil, lossest 6 a/c.

géth Group '

120 glider tug combinations sortied supporting the 6th Bri’oish Airborne
Division operations, E/A Opposition: Nil, Iossess 1 a/ec,

\

NOTEs The foregoing is ‘based on- preliminary information and 41s not to be
used for record purposess

E cm‘ms Y. BANFILL
" Brigadier Oeneral, U,S.A,
Director of Intelligence.
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//‘a@"‘ S0 EADQUARTERS
13TH COMBAT BOMB #ING (E)
‘ APO 559

Date % JJarch 19&5
13 Cow X0 80

13 CBY% OPS 305

3 AD PO 620

SUBJRCT: Supplement to Tactical Report (Zeigenhain, Germany)

o %/J%«Z/ 24"

1. Corrections:

a, Paragreph 4, b, (3), (g), page 4: Chanse to read - One A/C
relsased late and bombs fell 4000° beyond the AP, (This late release
was not reported by the Group bombardler or the officer tall gunner.

b, Paragre gh L, b, (4), (b), page 4: Chenge to read - After the
IP, the bombardler began to set up course by pin-point pilotaze. Necauss
anoke from preceding Squadrons obscured the MPI, the vombardier syaohro-
nized short, and not until 50 seconds from the BRL could he place the
oro88 heirs on what he thought was the assigned MPI. Bombs were releaced
cr a true heading of 025 degrees. C-l1 auto pilot was used on the bomb
Uil ’ '

£, Tabulation of Bombing:

Bomb Load: 100 1L x 500 GP Min trein
95 A, B, C: 14 x 500 GP Min train
D: 38 x 150 GP Min train
390 At 24 x 250 GP 100" train
B, C, D; 38 x 150 GP 100* train
Groups Lengths widths 1000°  2000° Remarka
1004: - 1680° 1410°¢ 79% 100% MPX
Bs 1725 1280° 80% 100% Well aelected AP
C: Cannot measures - 70% 100% Poorly selected AP
Dt 1800° 800" 87% - 100% Well selected AP
Averaze: 1735°¢ 1163° 79% 100%
9543 1715°¢ 1285° 30% 100% MPI
Bg _2175° 15259 9% L6% MPI
G 1475° 1250°¢ 0 65% MPX
D: 0 0 Tertiary Target
Averaget 1788° 1353¢ 22% 53%
39043 2130° 12751 73% 100% MPI
B: 2070 8267 0 0 MPI
Cs Bombs in smcke of previous attacks
D3 1675 1250° 95% 100% MPI

Average: 1958¢ 1117 549 67%
13 C3W Average:
1827¢ 1211° 52.3%  73.3%

The above table is not a correct comperison of pattern lensth or of
percsntuges because 95 and 390 Groups have rewired the bomb boys so -uat
the vouwbs in train release arop simultaneopusly from each bay. The widik ,
of the pattern in 100 and %5 Groupe {except 100D) iz excassive, and g kD
probably indicates a 1ack of knowledge on the part of the pllots so TO ("
the correct way b . formatlion., 390 Sguadrons £1: & "V"

of "V°s"™ and the average pu%tsrn width is approximetely what is e::aoteu
The lsngth for 100 and 95 Cyaups also appears excessive,
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The alr leaders, pilots, and bombardiers making these errors are as
followa:

100C: Major Robinson Lt. Ellis Lt- Sayder

958B; Capt, Jeneman Lt. Thomas Lt, Hathaway
{950: Lt. Tessier Lt., Heyes
95D3 Lt. Newman ¥/0 Messinger
390B: Lt, Proffatt Lt. Goblaby Lt. Floorman

Lt, Tessier and orew (95C) had flown the first mission and possibly 4id
not have time to be properly briefed for the second n_.ssion although the
directive was the same, Posaibly 95 Group could have selected and brief-
ed and air leadsr to accompany this erew for the second mission., Boembs
muat be releasad as a result of a proper sighting operation, The effeot
of the attacks of 95C and D and 390B was nil and the whole effort waste
because of poor lead crew a. ] alr leader performance.

By Command of Brigadler General HUGLIN:
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ERNEST A. KIESSLING,
Lt. Col,, Alr Corps,
Director of Training & Analysis,
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