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T e ht, L

1, Intorut Concerning the Tergets: a, The first inority targot
(visual saly} fer all Groups was the eirdrome at STEENW

o Ko second or third priority target was assigned. Bombs were
to bo returned im the event that tho first priority target could not
be bombed visually,

2, i’hnningi lmd lxocu’tiom

@ Order . - .Bomb Load; - Forces Asaigned
| izt TRAD s Target
(1) 13 A,B,03 - " . steeawifk

(a) 390 A,B: 38 x 150 GP 36 A/C
e c,D: 38 x 100 GP .
zb; 95 14, x 500 GP 36 A/C
¢) 100 A,B; 38 x 150 GP 36 A/c
| C;D: 38 x 100 GP
(2) 93 A,B,C,D:
" a) 385 14 x 500 SAP 36 A/Q Zwishenahn
v 30, 14 x 500 S8AP 36 A/C Zwishenahn
o) 490 6 x1000 GP 36 A/C Varel
a) 493 1, x 500 a@p 36 A/ Varel -
" (3) 4 A,B,0,D; |
e) 486 1 x 500 Gp 36 A/C - Varel
b) 487 e x 500 GP 36 A/C Varrelbuseh
8) &7 38 x 150 GP 6 A/G Varrelbuseh
el 9 38x 15 GP 3640V Varrelbusoh
k3 A.B gyt R e ST LY Plantlunne
14 x 500 SAP . 36 A/G
\\’ 2 i 388 1, x 500 BAP 36 Aég
L52 14 x 500 BAP  36*A/0
b. Availability: Airbornoz-
1) 95 Regs 4O A/C 51 C/C A0
( lead; 11 Aéc cfé * Aﬁo
(2) 100 Reg: 43 A/C 50 C/C 34 A/C
Lead: 12 Aéﬁ 7 ¢c/G %u'

(3) 390 Reg: 4O A/C 60 C/C  S4 A/C
B Lead: 12 A/C 11 040 b A;O

6o Non-Effeotive Sortiea & Returning Spares: Nono
d. lead A/C Failures and/or Malfunotions: ""ﬁ’t_:,n'eo

T T o, A s £ S A R s e Sy s e e
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3, Navigation: %

Yosltlon Zlight 13A (390) I38 (95) 136 (100)
' Plan AL: Lt.Col.Penny- cCapt. Major,
- baker. Brittingham g}bbona
Altitude N: Lt. Rosen Lt, Arterburn Lt., Johnson
60007 50007 B0007
BU 11 6000° 1 early 1l early 1l early
. . On eourse on _course on courae
5 60007 8100°¢ 7555“
CPl 6000° 1 early ) 2 early on time
: on course on co () left
1
$) 7] 14000° 2. early 2 early 1 early
' on oourse on oourse 2 left
. 1 126557
IP - 14000° 3 early 3 early 12 early
on course on course on oourse
146 1L
TGT 14000° (1st Priority) (lst Priority)(lst Priority)
ILE007 150007 140007
RP : 14000° 5 early 2 early 1/2 early
8 lef on gourse L lefd
_ 1 —1L000° 17,0007
CP3 1,000° 5 early 2 early 34 late
on course on course on eourseé
27007
English Minimum 5 early 2 early 6 late
Coast on oourse 13 right rizht

a, Assembly: 13A assembled over Buncher llg 13B over Buncher 233
13C over Buncher 28, Assembly eltitude waes 6000', Wing assembly was
completed at Felixstowe,

b, Route: The briefed route w:s closely followed to CP2, Bombing
altitude was reached at CP2 by 13C, 9 minutes prior to the IP by 134,
but not until the bomb run by 13B;, because 13B Air Leader did not mein-
tain standard rate of climb. The IP was made good and the Wing peeled
off on individual visual runs to the first priority target. The RP
was out short by 13A to allow one A/C which had not released it's entire
load on the initiel run to jJoin 130 in ettacking the target. Since 100B
had not mleased on its Initial run, 100A,C, and D executed several 3600
turns at 5237-0540 while 100B released on a second run., 13C was re-
assembled at 5302-0551 and returned last in the Wing column, The
brioi:dlgoute wng followed to the English Coast which was reorossed at
Southwold,

G, lieathers CAVU conditions existed throughout the operation,
Vigibility at the bases was 3 miles at take-off, and 6 miles on return,
Downward visibility was 15-30 miles in the target area, Average winds
enroute were 166/30K with 165/29K in the target area.

d, PFailures: (1) Equipment: None.
L. Bombing:
8, Attacking Jettimoning Returning

95 lst P 36 A/C
516 x 500 GP

100 1lst P 38 A/C 2 A/C
714 x 150 GP 2. x 150 GP
652 x 100 GP 6 x 100 GP

390 lst P 38 A/C 1 4A/C
1384 x 100 GP 8.x1

£ w MmMa2n

00 GP



bé. 13A: (1) 390A Squadrons ( 784)

(a) AL Lt, Col., Pennybaker
5 P Capt. Beazley
OTG Lt; Teylor

Lt. Rosen
Capt, Arvin
Lt. Rodgers
Capt. Houser

gog=

(b) The bombardier opened the bomb bay doors 8 minutes
from the target and st 8 miles from the BRL he was able to piok up
the assigned MPI, A norma’® zighting operation we® completed. At
bomhs & synchronization wa: very good, Bombs Wers released on a
truq he of 0659, C-1 auto-pilot was used on the bomd run,

¢) Bombing Altitudes 11.800o True 14600° indicated.
d) Time of Release: 08443,
(e) Method of Release: 100° train.

(r) PI3s 1, The bombas from 390A fell on the west
portion of the runvay and L/F around the assigned MPI, Approximately

25 bombs fell on the runway, and the remainder on the L/¥,

20 Bomb Pattern: 1750°L x 1500°'W,
3. Bombing Errors: Range : 300'0
A 3 Def, -3 250°L
Radial 350°

Peroent 6f bombs within 1000% & 2000° of
the MPI: 94% aund 130

5. Bombing Results in relation to damage infliocted:
Very Good.

6. Bombing Results in relation to sighting: Very
GOOd)o

(g) Bombing Malfunctions: None,
(2) 390B Squadron: ( 660)

(a) P Lt, Allen | N Lt. Donahue
(03 4 Lt, Juren ' B Lt, Smith
RN Lt. Andersornr .

(b) After the meneuver at the IP, the bombardier
piokod up the assigned MPI 7 miles from the BRL, Through the last

‘one third of the rua it was necessary to reduce the IAS 10 mph becsuse

of interference.from the preceding Squadron. However, a normal sight-
1ing operation waa qpmpleted, Synchronization was exscellent at bombe
away, Bombs weve released on a true hezding of 0749, C-1 auto-pilot
was used an the bomb run, - .

sc Bombing Altitude: lh520° True 14320° indicated,
d) Time of Releases O8L4%,
e) Method of Releases 100° train,

(f) PI: 1. The bombs from 390B fell on the assigned
I'PI, There were at least 25 hits on the runway, The remaining bombs

fell on the L/P,
20 Bomb Pattern: 1715'L x 1230'W,

3. Percent of bombs within 1000°' and 2000° of the
MPI: 97 and 100%,

L. Bombing Errors: Range : 150'0
; Beflection: 100YR
Radial 200¢
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5. Bombing Results in relation to dumege inflicted:
Excellent. :

6, Bombing Results in relation to sighting:
Excellent,

(g) Bombing Malfunctions: None,
(3) 390C Squadron: ( 749)

(a) AL Capt. Vatts K Lt., Obernour
P Lt. Dognibene B Lt. Becolianti
RN Lt. Garrisoa

(b) After the maneuver at the IP which was made good,
the bombardier piocked up the assigned MPI 8 miles from the BRL, A
normal aighting operation wes completed., 8ynchronization at bombs
away was excellent and bubbles were level. Bombs were released sa @
tru® heading of 073%, OC-1 auto-pilot was used on the bomb run.

(¢) Bombing Altitude: 14240° True, 14040° indficated.
{d Time of Release; 08L5.
e) Method of Release: 100° train,

(f) PI3 1. The bombs from 390C fell on top of 390B°s
pattern. Approximately 15 bombs fell short of the L/F, but the re-
mainder dropped on the runway and L/F around the essigned MPX.

2. Bomb Pattern (approximate): 1700°L x 800°W,
- The bombs from 1 A/C that released late fell
650! over the ed:-e of the bomb pattern, About
5 bombs fell 1300° short of the bomd pattern,

3. Bombing Errora: Practically 0.

4o Percent of Bombs within 1000° and 2000° of the:
MPI: 90% and 98%,

5. Bombing Results in relation to damage inflieted:
Exoellent.

6. Bombing Results in relation to sightings
Excellent,

{(g) Bombing Malfunotions: A/C 901l: returned 8 x 100 GF
. because of rack malfunctions.,

(4) 390D Squadron: ( 328)

(a) AL Lt. Corcoran E Lt., Hoffman
P Lt, Garlitz B Lt, MoGrew
RN Lt. Cude

(b) Attacking on a true heading of 0839, the bombardier
picked up the tagget 8 miles from the BRL., Using pre-set drift and
dropping angle at the beginning of the run, a normal sighting operation
was completed, Synchronigation at bombs away was very good, Boabs
were released on final true heading of 0840, C-1 euto-pilot was used
on the bomd run,

‘o Bombing Altitude: 13300° True 13050° indicated.
d) Time of Relesse: O08L5, :

e) Method of Release: 100° train,

(r)

PI: 1. The b-mbs from 290D fell on the patterns
of the preceding Squadrons, A heavy concentr:tion was placed on the



runway., About 25 bombs fell 400Y short of the W perimeter track and
off the L/¥;

2, Bomb Pattern (approximate): 1825°L x 800'W,

3. Bombing Errors: g:ngez 3&8“8 (approximste)
Lo 3 .
Radial: 3407

4o Percent of bombs within 1000° and 2000' of the
MPI: 83’ and 100’0

5. Bombing Results in relation to damage inflieted:
Very Good,

6. Bombing Resultas in relation to aighting: Very
Good.

7. Photographs taken by 95A show 200 distinot
craters on the west portion of the runway and
over 200 craters on cach side of the runway,

(g) Bombing Malfunctions: A/C 607: 1 x 100 GP failed
‘ te release. A/C joined 130
formatiea and dropped re-~
maining bombd,

6, 13B: (1) 95A Squadron: (8230)

(a) AL Capt. Brittingham N Lt. Arterbura
. P Lt, Taylor AN Oapt. Shirey
-0TG Lt. Murray B Lt. Carter

RN Lt. Weber

(b) After the turn from the IP, whioch was made good,
. the bombardier picked up the target visually and proceedad to set up
course, A normal sighting operation was completed. Synchronization
was good and bubbles were level at bomb: away, Bombs were released
on a true heading of 0720, (-1 auto-pilot was used on the bomb runm,

io Bombing Altitude: 13250° true, 14000° indieated.
d) Time of Release: 0847,
e) Mothod of Release: 100° train,

(f) PI: 1, The bombs from 95A fell on the center pora'
tion of the runway and IJ¥., There were approximately 20 hits on the
runway, \

20 Bomb Pattern: 2100°*Lx 800°W,
3. Boabing Errors: Range s 735%
Def, 3 0
Radial ¢ 735°

4o Percent of Bombs within 1000' and 2000° of the
MPI: 60% and 96%.

2. Bombing Results in relation to demage inflicted:
Very Good.

6. Bombing Results in relation to sighting: Fair
to GDOdo ’

(g) Bombing Malfunctiocns: anéo
(2) 95B Squadron: (8210)




CONXIDENIIAL
N

(a) AL Capt. Morris Lt. Hadlock
P Lt, Brown B . Lt, waters
0TG Lt, Evans KN Lt, Urankar

" (b) Weather Throughout ths bomb run was CAVU., After
tho IP, the bombardier piocked up the target and proceeded to kill
oonruo A normal sighting operation was completed. Synchronization

84 and bubbles were level, Bombs wers released on a true heading
or 080 C-1 euto-pilot was used on the bomb run,

Bombing Altitude; 14780' true, 14530* indicated,

(o
id Time of Release; 08473,
e) Method of Relsese: 100' train.

(£) PI: 1. The bomba from 95B fell in a aplit pattera
on the runway, which received about 12 hits, and the L/F. The high
element was out of position,

20 Bomb Pattern: 1750° L x 1625' W, The two
patterns are 500° apart,

3. Bombing Errors: Range s 275°8 : Measured
Def s 176°L from the
Radial 300° main bomd

”tt.mo

4. Percent of Bombs within 1000° and
2000° of the MPI: 82% and 100",

5o gonging Results in rolation of damage infliected:
00

6. Bombing Results in relation of sighting: Good,
(g) Bombing Malfunotions: Neme,
(3) 95¢ Squadron: (8144)

(a) P . Lt. Teasier K It, Whalen
CP ILt. Krien B Lt, Keyes
. RN Lt. Finfinger

(b) The bombardier was. able to pick up the assigned
MPI immedietely after the mameuver at the IP. Ths bombardier pro=
ceeded to synochronize, and e normal aighting operation was ocompleted.
Synohronizetion was fair ®@t'bombs away, Bombs were released on a
true heading of 072°, C-1 auto-pilot was used on the beamd run.

Bombing Altitude: 13730° tmo,, 134,80° indicated,

Time of Release: 0848,

Method of Release: 100¢ trainm,

PI: l. The bombs from 95C fell on the E persisn
of the L/¥. Abont 1/3 of the bombas fell on the E portion of the field
under excavation, while remainder dropped on the ¥F, northeast of the
runway, There were no hits on the runway,

2, Bomb Pattern: 1950° L x 575° W,

3. Bombing Errors; Range .t 1600°0

Redial 1 1600°

Lo Percent of bombs withim 1000° and 2000° of the
MPI: 11% and 70%, \

5. gox;bing Results in relation to damage inflioted:
alr.



CONZIBDENITI. . ,
6. Bombing Results in relation to aighting: Peor.
SN oy | |} Bonhiu _l.irnnotinnnx None .
k). /95D Squadven: (8782)

,_..V,A-T., -_f,, . (" P 1t. ymi.h ). { Lto u‘m.r
2% D CP ILt. Balzer B Lt. Watt
RN Lt. Baldie

" (b) Attacking on a true heading of 0729, the bombardier
was able to pick up the target immediately after the maneuver at the

. IP, He proceeded with synchronization and completed a normal sighting

pperation, Synchronization at bombs away was good. Bombs were re-
leased on a final true heading of 088°, C-1 auto-pilst was used on
the bomd run.

o) Bombing Altitude: 132190 true,  13060° indicated,
d) Time of Release: 08488,
e) Method of Relsase: 100° train,

| (£) PX: la The bomba from 95D fell on the center
portisn of the runway and L/F, There were asbsut 25 hits oa the rum-
way. The bombs from 1 A/C, which released late, fell 3000° sver the

2. Bomb Pattern: 990°L x 650'W.
3. Bombing Errors: Range t 475%0
Bef, $ 50'L
Radial : %500°
" 4o Percent of Bomba within 1000° & 2000° of the
MPI: 90% and 100%: Excluding the bombs from
1 A/C that were released late,

5. Bombing Results in relation t> damage inflicted
. on the Target: Very Goed.

8. Bombding Results in relation to sighting: Goed,
Z. Photographs taken by 100B show 75 distincs
; ecraters that 954, B, and D Squadrons made oa
the runway, : ~
(g) Bombing Malfunotions: Nene,

d. 13¢: (1) 100A Squadron: ( 790)

(a) AL l::or Gibbens ¥ 1t. Johnsea
P LS, Nurray AN ILt. Klinkowski
076 Lt, Timms B Lt. Crichtea
. RN Lt. Bohrer

(b) After the maneuver at the IP, the R/N asaisted the
bombardier in setting up course. 12 miles from the BRL, the bombardier
picked up the assigned NPI and proceeddd to aynohronize. A normsl
sighting operatien wis completed and synchronization was excellent at
bombs away. Bombs were released on a true heading of 0849, (-1 aute-
pllot was used on the bamd run,

{o Bombing Altitude; 1L2t1° true, 1,000° indicated,
"{d) Time of Releasc: 0849%. :
(e} Method of Release: 100° train,

(f) PI: 1, The bombs from 100A cut diagonally across
the L/F in a SW-NE direction. Approximately 30 bombs hit the runway.

2, Bomb Pattern: 3175°L x 725°W.



CONZIDENTIAL

jp ‘Bombing Errors Practically O,

L, Percent of Bombs within 1000' & 20007 of th
MPI: 50% and 100%, '

5. Bombing Results in relation to demage inflicted:
Very Good,

~ 6. Bombing Results in mlation to sighting:

Excellent.

(g) Bombing Malfunctions: A/C 505; jettisoned 2 x

150 GP at 5239-0330 (in the
channel) because of rask

_ malfunctions,
(2) 1000 Squadroni ( 696)
(a) AL Major Wooten N 1Lt. Browning
P Lt, Dawson B Lt, Bden

(v)

RN Lt. Rowland
After the maneuver at the IP, the R/N assisted the

bombardier in setting up course, The bombdbardier pioked up the target
and with 2 minutes for synchronigzation, a normsl aighting operatien
was oompleted. Bombs were released on a true heading of 0720, O~}
auto-pilot was used on the bombd run, - :

Bt

(£)
the assigned MPI,
beyond,

(g)

Bombing Altitude: 13600° true, 135007 indicated,
Time of Release: 0851, :
Method of Release: 100° train,

PI: 1. The bombs from 100C fell over and right of
Approximately 85 boabs fell on the L/F, the remsimder
2, Bomb Patterm: 2822°'L x 1260°'W,

3. Percent of Bombs within 1000' and 2000° of the
MPI: 3% and 60%.

ko BnnSing Errori; Range t 15600
' : Def t 1000'R
Radial 3 1825°

5. Bombing Reaults in relation to damage intlig&odz
Nil to Feir, .

6. Bombing Results 1in relatisn to aighting: rpp;é
Bombing Malfunctions: A/0A017; Jettisoned 6 x 106 GP

at 5236-0342 (in the channel)
besanase of rack malfunetioas.

(3) 100D Bquedrea: ( 209)

(a)

P Lt, Champien ' N Lt, Andris
CP Lt. Plough B Lt, Wellings
RN Lt. Geult

‘ (b) Initlating the attack on a true heading of 0699,
tha bombardier took over and ploked up the target area 15 miles frea

the Bno
to synchronize,
izetion was good.

At 12 miles, he 1deéntified the assigned NPI and procesded
A normal aighting operation was completed., Synchren-

Bombs were released on a finel true heading of 074°.

C-1 auto-pilot was used on the bomb run,



CONFIDEXRTIIA .
ic} Bombing Altitude: 13220' true, 13000* indicated,

d) Time of Release; 0851
(e) Method of Releass: 100' train,

(£) PI: 1, The bombs from 100D fell diagonally across
the L/F in & SW-NB direction. There were approximately 25 hits om the
runway.

| 2. Bomb Pattern: 2700°'L x 800'W,

3. Percent of bombs within 1000 and 20007 of the-
~ MPI: 8L% and 100%.

ko g:m:§ng Resulta in relation to damage 1dr1£otodt
od.

2+ Bombing Results in relatioen to aightingy Good.
6. Bombing Errors: Range 2 225'8
| Def, t 70'R
Radial 270"
(g) Bomdbing Malfunctions: None,

(4) 100B Squadron: ( 705)

(a) AL Lt. Wilaon N Lt. Pranger
P Lt. Wieland B It, Tolliver
0TG Lt. Valentine SN Lt, Deocker

h (b) At the BRL on the first run, the bombs in the lead
A/C falled to releasse, Consequently, the bomberdier made a second
run on the first priority target. On the second run, after observing
thet the assigned MPI was well bombed, the bombardier chose as an AP,
the barracks area., A normal sighting operetion was completed, Bembs
were released on a true heading of 0929, C-1 suto=-pilot waz used en
the bomb run,

Bombs failed to release on the first rus, because
the bombardier waes not aware of the f:ot that the bombaight had net
been modified for an automatis salvo releaae awitodh,

o) Bombing Altitude: 14500' true,  14700° indiocated.
d)} Time of Release: 0923, ‘
o) Method of Release: 100' train.

. (¢) PI: 1. The bomb:s from 100B fell ir woods and
fields approximately 3000' N of the runway.

30 Bub htt.m‘ 3275'1‘ X ?60 ‘W,

3. Bombing Errors: Range } 1000'0; Measured
Def, s 700'L from the
Radial ¢ 1125! selected

' AP,
Lo Percent of bombs within 1000' and 2000' of the
AP: 35’ and 65’0

5. Bombing Hesults in relation to damage inflicted
on the assigned target: Nil,

§° Bombing Results 1in relation to sighting: Poor,
(g) Bombing Malfunotions: None,

6, FPFF Narrative: (1) 13A: Four PFF aircraft were dispatohed,
All seta operated satisfactorily. H2X was not used on the bomb rum.



CONZIDENTIAL

" (2) 13B: TYour PFF airoraft were dispatched. All sets
operated satisfactorily., H2X was not used on the bomb runs.

:  ® (3) 130: Four PFF airocraft wiro dispatched. All aets
operated satisfaotorily. 100B R/N aessisted in setting up cour:ce om the
£irst half of the bomb run, H2X was not used on the run in the remaias

ing Squadrons .,

5 Coumunicationss a. VHF: (1) Lt, Col. Pennybaker (390 Group)
w94 this Ving Channel A communications were pooro
_amming ana very unsatisfactory discipline during sssembly and climd
and to a lesser degree in the target area, hindered use of the channel:

(2) Channel B was very clear., Control Ppints were sent teo
Division Ground Station with the exception of CP2 when no contaét sould
be made, Contaect was made with Kodak sireraft and weather reports
transmitted satisfastorily.

(3) PFighters were contacted, but as they were on area supperi
did not join the Wing formation,

(L) Monitors on channel guards performed their duties satis-
factorily, An aircraft of 100 Group reported a ditching and received
an acknowledgement,

b, W/Ts
(1) Control Points:
CPL CP2 TGT CP3

Flight Plan 0734 0820 0847 0913
A.T.Ao 0733 0818 0844 0908
T.,0.D, 0739 0830 0849 0911

(2) Strike Reportas:

390A PAl 0844 TOD 0849
390B PAl - 08L4 TOD 0921
390C PAl 0845 TOD 0902
390D PA2 o845 - TOD 0916
954 PAL 0847 TOD 0858
95B PA2 0847 TOD 0910
95C PA2 0843 TOD 0912
1004 PAL 0852 TOD 0920
1008 PAL 0923 TOD 0940
100C PA3 0851 TOD 0938

6., Photography: a. 95 Groups instolled 4 scope, 5 oblique, and 8
vertical cumeras, 4, 5, and 8 of whioh took pioturea: 4 seta of H2X
acope photographs rocoivedo 2 sets are not plottabls because the
brilliance was too low. ’

b, 100 Group instelled 2 scope and 9 vertical cemeras;, 1l and 7
of which took pictures: 1 -« 16 mm negative roll received. PIFT A/C
8790, £ilm olaw jammed on H2X camera. A/C 2649, lead of high element
in 100C, returned early., A/C 7994, le:zd of high element in 1004,
camera was frozen, ‘

6o 390 Group installed 1 scope, 2 oblique, and 12 vertical camerai
1, 2 end 12 of which took plotures: 1 set of plottable scope photos

received,
By command of Brigadier General HUGLINM: . {
g sz s -

ERNEST A, KIESSLING ~\/
Lt, Col,, Air Corpa,
Director of Training

anAd Analvedlae



COXEFIDENTIAL
wING (H) STEENWIJK A/D, HOLLAND 24 MARCH 194

' AND 2000¢ FROM ASSIGNED MPIs. RP - 95;: Jiegg.gég
- ¥ ¢ 1

' | Cr 1:22,970

; B CE D: 1:21,600
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C §PNEIRENZTIAL :

151} COMBAY BONS WI¥G (N)  STERWWIJK A/D, HOLLAD 84 MARCH 1948
CIRCLES o 2000 AND S0GP' FROM THE ASSIONED MPIs. |
"BP: 89CA: 1:8S,080  100As 1184,413

Bs 1184,880 -7 Br 1188,800

1 184,404 @1 1188,200

D: 1+828,800 Dy 1188697
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Y MARCE YR UAR"‘IJ‘%S. 3D Bommwrm DI‘ )Ion
MoRuNG "J" FORN STA.

1. DATE_/ /44TARGET____ | DJ’“'V OFTICLES .

2. OBW3MA GROUKGYD GF. Lmum\x;)agmsﬁ /03782 RI/7 IR
. PosITIONL O -LQ DEFUTY IDR. k. Koo X) A/CZZ;; TH/TSO &

3. LST. TaXI TIMEQGS 15T T.0. 187 4/C QGZSET BuSE,

' ETK BaSk

, PFF
4, NUMSER 4/C OWIGINALLY SCEEDULED Z NUMBER OF SeaekZS Z..(_ur_v

INCLUDED _/
§. TIME 1ST T.0.__ _L&a8T T.0.___ TIiE ST LANDIED_
L4ST LaMDIHG
6. SQUARDORAZY 1io. OF A/C g_= calL sisus; W/TK VY
i

A/C IIC 11Lv: o : i : : : : : : :
AiT.0, :aab:gggy : $ o $ : R N O : :
AT M. $/00Y: (o253 : : : : : s R :
REM'S, ¢ ¢ : 3 : LI : : : : : :
. SQUADROK NO. O A/C _GALL sLma. W/INEP
A/C : : : : : : : : : : : : : :
A.T.U. ¢ : ) I : & : CO : : :
AoTolls.3 3 CONNE R VR P T T T
REMIES % st ¢ i . &8 & 8 3 . % - B ¢
SQUADRON éaé HO. OF a/c G CaLl SIGNS: W/ SO&
T W E A W Q

A/C _ 9037:8v¢ :me'_:w 4 gun: $. & 3 s : s s
£.T.0, :o040: 030 0630t OB+ T it § ¢
AT R, sj00l 1 023 ./o /02 s 4205 ¢ : : : .3 : : :
ReliiS, 3 : T3 : : S 3 : : : : R
SGUADHUI ¢/72 150 OF w/C___/ CaLL s1Ghs: W/ J A

E7C 282 5 ¢ T 3 : N R
A.T.0, :¢b001: p ok T 3 § o~ 4 : : s : :
LA T.R. :fadps ~ 3 3 IR b s : : s
RuI'S. 3 : : : : : : : : : : : : :

7. LEAPLANGTION: Adircraflt E.E., Landed away from

base, and Outstanding.
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HEADQUARTERS
NINBYY FPIFTH BOMBARIENT OROUP (B)
3 ) 0ffice of the Operations Offieer

SUBMn w Crew Personnel on nuim 24 March 1m

-

APO 689
34 Maroh 1945

s

0 oo-nu-g Officer, Nirety Fifth Bowbardment Group (E), APO 689,

1. lohl are listed lead orew officer pouonnol dispatohed on
two combat missions this date.

' mm '
"A" Squadrem

Command Pilot
Pilot ;

Command Navigator
Navigator.
Bombardier
Radar Navigator

g Squadron

Command Pilet
Pilot :
Navigator
Sombardier

Radar Navigator -

"c*® gquadron

Pilot

"' Navigator
Bonbardier.
Radar Navigator

“p* lﬂi}nn

Pilot

Navigator
Bombardier
Radar Navigator

| o

. Raymond C. Brittingham Jr.

Bapt

1st Lt. D.M. lelor
clpt. C.L. 8‘1’-]‘.’

1st Lt. J.0. Arterbum
st Lt. M.F. Carter
1st Lt, D,D. Webber

R &

Capt. L.W, Morris’

1st Lt. R.M. Browm
1st Lt. B.C. Badlock
1st Lt. C.E. Waters
M Lt. J.S. Urankar

~

1st Lt. A.L. Tessier
2nd Lt. D.0. Keyes
2nd Lt. R.T. Finfinger

1t Lt. Marrish

’/0 P.C. Mansler
1st Lt, J, Tats
1st Lt. D.A. Baldie

< . 1st Lt. L.1. Painter

AFTRENOON
W

Majox J.0. Prankosky
lst Lt. C.L. Savage
1st Lt. C.B, Rohn ‘ro
1lst Lt. F.T. Pleper
1st Lt, V. Seferian
led Lt. BOF. wm

"

Capt. H.F, Jeneman
1st Lt. H.F. Thomas
lst Lt. D.B. Flygstad
1st Lt. B.F. Hatheway

st Lt. AL. Tesaler
2nd Lte L.F. Whelan
2nd Lt. D.0, Keyes

[7%ad Lt. !.!'Wr
L 2edEue ¥ Hour poy .

. lst Lt. R. Newnan =
: 2nd Lt. P. Sayes
. 2/0 4. Messsnger
. 2nd Lt. C. Shuster
2nd Lt. 7, Lowry.

-

R.B. PARKER

Capt., Air Corps,
Asst. Operations Offiocer.



HEADQUART ERS
' NINETY FIFTH BOMBARIMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Intelligence Officer

24 March 1945

SUBJECT: S«2 Report for the mission to Steemvijk/ﬁavelte Germany, for the above
date, '

T0 ¢ Commanding Officer, 96th Bomb Group (H), APO 569.

ls The Mission = as the first of two attacks by this group today against
A/D's, in direct support of Field Marshall Montgomery's drive across the Rhine
River the 95th Group formed 13B Combat Wing with Capte Brittinghem as Group
Leadere ’ ‘

. Megnificent patterns of bombs were lald down by each of the four
squadrons with par excellence results as each A/C dropped every bomb on the target.

In tabluation by squadrons there were:
A Squadron « Eight A/C plus one PFF A/C
B Squadron = Ten A/C plus one PFF A/C
C Squadron - Eight A/C plus one PFF A/C
D Squadron - Eight A/C plus one PFF A/C
2 Further Intelligence Information is reported in the Operationl Narratives
For the Intelligence Officer:

(i Nl

ARNO A, KRAUSE,
Captain, Air Corps,
Asstte S=2 Officeres
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B ¢+ By Authority of :
.HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ATR FORCE : C.G. Eishth Air Force:

* AAF STATTON 101 ° : Initials: J3ASH..0..e
APn 6&; . Date: 2i Merch 19L5

R IR NN B WA R )

..

INTOPS SUT'“EAR" NO. 328

PERIOD: 'CCOL hours 2h March to 2400 hours 2l March 19u3.

Ao

STATISTICS

Total Effective :
Sorties ~Sorties Tonnage Clains E/A Ak OT Totals NIR

Heavy Porber Atks.v 1747 1712 11088,8(b) 1—(_)rQ-»A 0 23 3 26 5
Fighter Fscort 103 95 0 0-0-0 0 0 0 O 0
Fighter Sweeps(a) 1227 1158 3.5 53-0=128 3 1 0 L 5
. 0~0-l; G : '
Fighter Bombing 0 0 0 0~0+0 0O 00 O 0
Photo Recon, 38 38 0 0-0-0 0 0 0 0 0
Weather Recone 29 28 0 0-0~0 0O 00 O 0
Ale/Sea Rescue 27 27 0 0-0-0 O 00 O 0
Special Operations 35 3L 0 0-0-0 0 0 1 1 0.
Totals 3206 3092 L092.3 Sh-0-124 3 2L N 31 10
- : 0-0-L G
(a; Includes groups based on Continent.
(k) Does not include 582,3 tons of supplies dronned in Assault Area,
B. OPERATIONAL STMMARY

1, ﬁomber Attacks

7L a/c (1247 B-l?s, bBO B-2Lis) from three Air Divisions sortied

agaant sizteen A/Fs in western and northwestern Germany and on a supnly

drop

sort

ning mission to Aqsault Area east of the Rhine.

MORNING: 1298 a/c (267 B—l?q, 1682 B-2Ls) from three 4ir Divisions
ied ir- five forces against twelve A/Fs and supply dropring eas’ of the

Bhine, 1269 7/ c"dropred 3083,7 tons (2980,2 GP, 103,5 IB) on assiygned A/Fs
and several T/O's, and dropped 582.3 tons of supplies in ascigned areas,

—1- . .
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Al borbing visual, Weathers CAVU at all targets, E/2 Onposition:

1 F7-190 encountered east of Osnabruck; 1 u/i jet a/c sighted near-Zuider
Zee; 1 Ye=l63 sighted nead Vesel, «Claimss 1<0-0 Airs Tossesy 26 a/e
(18 B-2hs, 8 B-17s =~ 23 to AR; 3 to unknovm causes). '

AFTRRNOON: LL9 a/c (267 B-17s, 182 B-2Ls) from three Air Divisions
$oitied in taree forces dgainst four A/Fs in northwestem Germany, -
Lh3 asc dropred 1108,6 tons GP on assigned targets and a third priority
targel, a tertiary target and a T/0, Weather® CAVU at targets, E/a
-Opposition: nil, Claimss nil, TIossess nile '

-2 -
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- FHirst Force . = s S

- Pive group formations (179 B-17s ‘= 1st ‘Air'Division) soriied against Vechta
A/R. 176 a/c dropped 4382,6 tons GP.and 102,0 tons IB on assigned torget and one,
T/0 &t 08i9-0655 hours from. 24,000-25,600 feet, All bombing visuai, Leaflets
drorped ca Vichia A/F, Weather: CAVU, Flak: nil, Battic Damage: nil, E/a = °
Oppositioi itl,  Olaims: nile Losses: 'nil, NYR: nil, -

Details of Bomber Attack as follows:

Assiznod Terget Sorties Effective Sorties ° Tomnage  Resilts

Vechta A/T § 79t s 'L%'légi"é TE)%TO Pair |

Other. Target, |

Rueine 4/F s 1 20 _L5 Unobscrved
Totals 179 | 176 | 482,6 103.5

_ Second_Force

Fourteen group fomations ( 527 B-17s ~ 3rd Air Division) sortied against
A/Fs at Steerwejk, Zwischenahn, Varrell, Varrelbusch and Floziitrne, 515 a/e
dropped 1721.0 tons GP on assigned targets and three. T/Os a% 0044 -0345 hours from
12,280-25,700 feete All bombing visual., Leaflets dronpel cn Va:zelibusch Varrell,
Steenve Jiz and Piloantlunne, Weather: CAVU at target, few paichy high clouds over
Zuidexr Zee., Filak: nil to meager, inaccurate,  Battle damege: 2 minor, B/a
Opposition: nil. Claims: nil, Losses: 2 B-17s to causes unucvm., NYR: nil,

_ Dstails of bomber attacks as follows:'

Assigned Targets Sorties ~ Effective Sorties  Iormage  Results °
Steenwek A/F 1L L 3054 . Good
Zwischenahn 4,7 o R 253.1 Fair
Varrell A/F 107 88. E 397.5 Fair
Varrclbusch 4/F = 115 113 339:2 ' Good
Plantlumne A/F  ~ 1L, 111 _ 382.5. . Good
. Qther Torpets:

Wittiundlinfen A/F 7, iz 33,0 Unobserved

Totals 527 515 - 172L.0
o 3‘ -
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Third_Foxce

Fight group formations (294 B-17s, lst Air Division) sortied against A/Fs
at Rheire, Hopsten, Rlx'stenau/‘Vech‘ael, Achmer and Hescpeo 28C u/c dropped 6549
tons CP ca assigncd targcts end one 1/0 at 1005-1045 hours from 23,500-25,500 feet,
All bombirg visual, = Leai'lets dropped on Furstenau and Hopsten. Weathewxrs CAVU,
Flak: mndercte; accurate. Battle Damege: 75 minor, 25 major, 1 cot “E", E/a
Opposiiica: L Fr 50 encountered E of Osnabrucke Claims: 1-0-04, Losses: 6
B-i7s (5 %o 44, 1 to causes urknown)s NYR: nil,

Details of bomber attack as follows:

Assigacd Toimvebs ~ Sorties Effective Sorties Tonnage Results
T , : O S 7 X

Rheir> 4% 36 36 1€3.0 Cood

Hopstes: 4/F 76 62 13425 HESEY
Furstein: /Vechtel A/F 73 72 133.5 Good
Achmer /T 73 73 227, 9 Good
Hesepe 4,1 36 36 69.0 Foir

Other Tergot.

Wiedenbruck 1 2.0 Unobserved

Totals 294 : 280 6549

S — o

Six squadron formations (58 B-24s, 2nd Air Division) scihi=d against
Nordhorn A/F. 58 a/o dropped 121.,7 tons GP on assigned larget at 1C34-1037
hours from 20,000-~21,000 feet. All bombing visuwal. Leaflcts dropoed can Nordhorn
"A/F, Veaishrer: CAVU, Flak: nil, Battle Damage: nil, F/2 Upposition: nil. One
u/i jet asc sighted near Zuider Zee. Claims: nil. Loss<cs: nil. NYR: nil,

Details of bomber attack as follows;

Assignec Target Sorties Effective Sorties Tommage Results
Nordhorn A/F 58 58 12L.7 Good
Figth Force |

Trentv-seven squadron formations (24,0 B-24s, 2nd Air Division) sortied on
supply dropping mission to American and British assault areas o=cl of Rhine,
240 a/c dropped 5%2,3 tons of supplies in assigned area at 1305-1335 hours from

-h-
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100 to 600 feet, Weathers .CAVU in target area., . Flak: small arms fire
machife gun, 20 mm, encountered - moderate and accurate, Battle Damage: 9k
minor, 9 major, 1 Cat. "E", E/a Oppositions: -1 Me~163 sighted in target area.
Claims: nil, Iosses: 18 a/o (to AA), NVR: ¢S a/ec, ok ' '

Details of dropniny mission as followss

Assigned Tsrgets ' Sorties Effective Sorties Tonnage . Results
» : of Bupplies
American Assanlt Area 120 © Do 312,0 Dropped in assi-
British Assault Area 120 118 270,3 gned area. ,
Totals _ 2L0 2Lo 582,3

.‘1Fighter Support(1st, 2nd, 3rd, Lth, Sth Forces):

Fighter supprort was in the. nature of area supnort and patrol and
armed reconnaissance., (See Fighter Sweeps, below). '

§g§th Force

. Firhteen squadron formations (182 B-2Ls = 2nd Air Division) sortied
against A/Ts at Stormede and Xirtof, '181 a/c dropped L16.2 tons.GP ofi -
as$igned primaries, one tertiary and a T/0 at 1719-1728 houvee from 19,100-
22,200 feet, :Bombing visual, ‘Ieaflets dropned on Stormede and Treysa,
Weathers CAVU, ¥Flaks nil at target, meager, inagcurate over' battle line,
Battle Damage: 16 minor, E/a Opposition: nil. “laims: nil. losses: nil, .
NYR: nil, * .

Details of bomber  attack és foiiows:

]

Assigned Targets " Sorties .Effective Sorties, Tonnage ~ Results

Stormede. A/F o3 % . 229:0 .  Very Good

Kirtof A/F 87 65 1.0 Very Good

Ziegenhaim A/T (Tertiary) 9 19,k Good = Very
. ~ . Good

Other Tareget _

Treysa M/Y . ! 23.8 Unobserved

o

Totals 182 181 ke

Seventh Force

' Three group formations (11L B-178 = 3rd Air Division) sortied against
Ziegenhaim A/F, 110 a/¢ dropped 34347 tons GP on primary target and Siegen M/Y

- -
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SECRET .
(3rd priority) at 1715+1721 hours from 2%,700»26,000 feet, Bombing visual,

 Weather: CAVU, Flaks nil at target. Battle damage: 2 minor., E/A

Opposition: nile Claims: nil.. Iosses: nil, NYR: nil, :

v

Details of bomber attack as follows:

Assignes Marpats Sorties: Effective Sorties Tonnage Results
Ziegonnain A/F 11 104 327.6 Good
Siegen ¥/Y (3rd Priority) _6 1601 Unobserved

| Totals 11h 10 3h3.7

Eichth Force

Four group formations (153 B-17s, 1st Air Division) sortied against
Twente Taschede A/F, 152 a/c droprned 3L8,7 tons on primary at 1731=~1756 hours
from 21,900-22,900 feet, Bombing visual. Weathery CAVU: Flak: meager to
moderate, generally inaccurate. Battle Damage: 16 minor, L major. E/a
Opposition: nil, Claims: nil, Iosses: nil. NYR: nil.

Detaills of bomber attack as follows: )
Assigned Target Sorties Effective Sorties Tonnage Result

Twéntg Enschede A/F 153 152 343.7 , Good

:2+ Fighter Escort .

Four groups (35 P73, 68 P=51ls = 103 a/c) sortied in supnort of
three boocr forces on afternoon mission, Up 1435-1552 hours; down 1905-1935
hours, 95 effective sortied, E/a Oprosition: nil, 1wo groups strafed,
Claims: nil, Iosses: nil, NYR: nil,

Miscellaneous Ground Claimss Destroyed Damaged

_Trucks 10 6
Staff Cars 4 0
Medium Tank 0 1
0il Cars : 0 6

3, Fighter Swecps

. Fifteen groups, including two groups based on Continent (2 P-47s,
1203 P-5ls - 1227 a/c) sortied in four Torces an area patrol and armed
reconnaissance in support’of bombér forces in following géneral areca$: ¢
Zwolle, Fnschede, Munster, Siegen, Plankenburg, Gutersloh, Osnabruck, Furstenau,
Opange Canal, Eeld, Dummer lake, Iengo, N of Ziegenhain, Four patrols. Up
0556-1529 hoursj dovn 1100-1933 hours, 1158 effective sortied, One group dive
borbed a military camp (W 3038) dropping 3.5 tons). '

i Bk
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P/a Oppositiom 1 u/i Jet sighted ‘Meppel area; 2 u/fi jets seen Iingen areas -
20 Me-1098" engaged W of Gutersloh A/F; 15 Me-1098 bouneed over Eikeln A/F;

15 FRel%0a, lbu&c?s enoountéred W of Kessel; 1 Me-109 destroyed Stof Soest.
E/a Tinimas 53012 Adr; O-O-li Ground, ILossess h P-S'.I.s =3 to 8/a, 1 to A,
. B P-S}.a (oel-eved safe.on Cont:!.nent). .
Miscsllaneous Ground Gla.imst - Destrgzgd Damaged
3t fvs : : h6 33
,--LightTamca SR ICTRAE F T IR T 1
= Automobiles - 18 ‘ 9
__'~.I4cuomotiva8 SR Bl B oTB RPN . = B .
011 Trucks i § .. ) ‘10-' .2
-, . Observation: Tower: SRR A WL o Y | 0
Buildings ' _ ey h 1
Radar Towers : PO T | e 8
- -Goods Wagons D s - el Y 132 X

he Fighter Bombing
M1 o g

e Photo Reconnaissance

’

38 a/c 917 P-5ls, 1% F-»Ss 5 5 Spitfires, 2 Mosquitoes) sortied as
followss —

‘6 a/c sortied on D/A photos in eastern Germany, :
3 a/c sortied on mapping mission over Kagsel and Neurupnin areass

" 7 a/c sortied on activity study over eastern and central Germany, -
3 a/c sortied for research photose

17 P~5ls sortied as escort.
2 Mosquitoes sortied on night photography over Altenbeken,. .

. lossest nil, ;

6, Weather Reconnaissance o .

29 a/ec (20 P~5ls, 6 B—l‘?s, 3 Mosquitoes) sort:led as followss .

- 2 B-l?s completed routine-weather f’lights over sea to NW of Lands Eng,
1 B~1l7 completed routine flight to Position 13. _
~ 1 B«17 completed routine flight to the Agzores. ‘ ‘ i
* 3 Mosquitces completed weather reconnaissance over N Germany, Holland,
UK, S of Treland, W Frarice and the Atlantic,
22 a/e (20 P—Sls 2 B-178) as weather scouts for bombers. 21 Effective

sortios.

Iosses: nil,.
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B 7. Air/Ses’ Rescue

e L0

27 a/c (23 P-h7s and h OA-IOs) sortied on patrols and Searches,
2 incidents.. .1 pilot. rescued. No losses.

8s Specis a1 Opecations

;5 a,c (22 B-2hs, 8 P-s'la, 5 Mosquitoes) sortied as followss

It Mosquitoes’ sqrtied on special operation for 'J:s‘t.4 2nd, Ipd Adr

Divisions. No lossese ¢
9 a/e (1 Mosquito, 8 P-Sls as escort) sortied Bpecial mission.
Tosses: 1 *osquito.
" 12 B-2Ls sortied on.UHF mission, jamming oLil7~0900 hours, 122h—1613

hourse No losses,

0 B=2hs sortied on. leaflet dropping mission over Holland -and Germany,
1 a/e al,orted. No losses, . :

-.8 -
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C. INTESTITCENCE y

B i ot o —

P ‘?‘n :rv Al 0'“os4t10n

Tn dnite of “CAVU weathor ’che GAF‘ fade very little offor+ to hindor any
pact of “oinyis naltiplo cperetions and it is possible that the recent bombing
of uilif.nlilis :‘..n ‘W Germany wes a ma.joz‘-‘factor in keeping tho ~r=ncny on the ground,

s only attack cxpericnced by the -bombers was by an FW-150 which ehot
down 2 ~'vagg‘1ng B-17, 5 to 10 miles E of Osnabruck at 1021 kours, bufore being
itscll lostecyed, Two FW=190s were: also seen in the First Division target areca
bu"; -;3.},".--2 2 11*(1\1 no attaOkSo . .

'F‘:ern*er groups patroll:.ng throughout tm day and f]y:.ng a paximum number

,'of sr‘f “cs encountered relatively few e/a and only report threc cngagomonts
WAt oneby y formationss’ The first of these was at 1210 when a squadron of P-51s
£oyE 1(, et 2,000 feet obsorved 20 Me=1l09s wost of Gutersloh.flying on the deck
. towards ho front, Pw=bls ongaged and in a combat lasting 20 minutes destroyed
16 and Gamaged 4. Tho sccond ‘was at 1300 hours W of Hamm where P-5ls at

12,000 f‘oeu cbserved 15 Mo~1098 cireling airfield and appareontly proparing to
1and - ¢/ fought aggrcssive]y when bounced but.our fighters had tho advantage of
higher al%itudc and in a combat ranging from 6,000.to the dcck, twelve wore
destroycd and two damaged.

Tho third took place NW of Kassel at 1525 until 1600 hours, P-51s
attackrad 15 FP-190s and 15 Me-109s flying at 3,000-6,060 fuos. -E/A werc aggres-
sive end cxparicnced and fought from 10,000 to the deek. ("lains howevor are
2406 for tho loss of ono pP-51. : E -

A further Mc-109 was dcstroyod at 1600 hours 5 milaes § of Soost at 3000
foct - a P-51 is also 'thought to have been lost in th.l.s ongagericnte -

v  Two othor Me=109s were sJ.gh‘bcd at 0925 hours W. of hunstor fly:.ng North
at 10, \,00 feat but wore too far off to be ungagcd. by !

Only three Jot a/c wore sightod., one at 0930 on & southerly course
at 30,000 feat in tho Meppel arca and two others at 1000 on a SW course. at
30,000 foct in tho Lingen arca. - : : :

2, Flak

Rioine - meager, accurate.

Eopsten - moderate, accurate,.. ; , o
D.a.r\s»cr - intense; accurate . A
Biolefeld- meager, accuratc,

Furstenau- moderate, inaccurate.

Achmer - meagaer, inaccurate.

Varcll = meager, inaccurate, tracking,
Zwischonahn - moager, inaccuratc, barrage.

Qe
SECRE

1t

z



3s Obscrvations

14 o/c observed on the ground at A/F, 2 miles B of Dummer Iake,
Military installotion of about 12 buildings seen at approximately 5245-
0735 &.
M/ at Hereford appeared very crowded,
M/Y at Arnhem well filled with approximatcly 150 cars,
M/ at Enschede crowded,
M/Y at Muallholland full of rolling stocks
M/Y at Betsenbruck with considerable traffio,
Quackenbruck M/Y filled with freight cars.
Groningen M/Y with oonaiderable activity,
Lingen M/Y much activity reportcd.
Heavy concentration of fortification reported at 5300N=-0630C.
Small factory at Borkon (5104N-0917E) with three stacks, all billowing
black smoke in complete defiance of our air power, 20-30 box cars in
small M/Y adjacent to factory, : '
Radio station circled by 6 towers with another in conter of 4 RV 3961.
Troin with 25 plus cars stationary at ontranco of tunncl RBO4L62,
Red Cross train with 15 plus cars stationary at 4 RB 2458,

" Oldenburg M/Y filled with 300-400 freight wagons,

ke Domage o Znomy Installations

Vechta A/F - Good tio Very Good Results

15 concentrations of mixed GP and IB bombs fcll into target arca, Three
flight hangars « direct hits. Photos showed 2 hangars on firec and the third is
. %% destroyed. Control tower, 2 direct hits and burning, Lorge repair
hangar center target erea 3 direct hits left it soverely damoged. Seven smell
workshops destroyed or on fire. Motor transport arca large workshop scverely
. damaged and on fire; 1 small workshop on fire, Barracks area hegvily hit, Of
34 barracks 18 scverely burning - 3 scvere damage rcsulted,Smoke covers
remainder of hangars and it is impossible to estimate othcr damage, in this area.
130 hits on main runway - severely damoged. Concentration of bombs fell across
main ficld erea and post holed field throughout. At least 12 a/c werc visible
on the ficld at time of attack, 7 of these a/c werc damaged or destroycd.

Furstenau/Voechtel - Vory Good Results

Six concentrations of GP blanketed landing ground, Main woight of
bombs in target arca. One large hangar, 3 small workshops dircct hits, 8 a/c on
ficld - 7 destroyed or damaged, Damegd to lmfxding ground scverec,

~10=
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= =



SECRET

Hesepe L/F = Good Results

-2.concentrations on NW partion of land:.ng field mth I.‘.- 'and_‘:f SW

: runmys. 38 'hits on E W Runways, 54 hits on NW-SE runways. - Main woight of .

bombs on landing ficld adjaoont to rummy’s. . __Ono goncentrotion £oll across the
mein highwoy 1 mile SE of . , 5 o - v Y

Hopstan A/F -, Good Results

ol

Three full and l po.rtial concentratmn GP foll :.n target arca,

‘.150 bursts on BW. Runway. 35 hits on N S runway,., 1 concentration ong:mile N '

of contcr and open area. Second ooncentration extended-to B edge of “/F._. 15 . )

; hats E and, of o4 Runwny, 1k a/o on fields - none da:mged..

" holmer A/F - Teir 46 Good

Four GP concontrations bursts on Ianding Figld and across thrge moin
runvays = E=W 53 hits NZ-SW; NW-SE 18 and 21 hits respectively, Heavicst

.concentretion sut three Junctions eliminating the use of runwoys. Main weight
-~flall on landing ground, 1 concentraticn fell on-apd across rail linc E. adgc of

APFe L small hangor racoived dircet hits with 18 hits on rail line, - 350
borbs in dispersal area., 4 direct hits 8 SE center Ig/F 2 o./c shelters
direct hits. 13 a/c on field not hurt, |

%o Rhedne I_A?_ « Fiar Rosults.

Sok

I

: Threo concontrat:.ons in gree adjaccnt to SV cl:.spersal area. ancl thrco
oovered direct hits and meny near misses to our sholtors, 2 smnll workshops o
and two open shcltors damoged. At least 3 small explosive fires visible in
area, Runwoys N S and NW-SE hit by ten bombs, 4 &/c on ficld at time of °
attack, None damaged. Photos showed much damge provn.ouuly ini‘ln.ctcd on
rmmys and landing fiold.v Bt

Enschod.a Vory Good Results = . . - g sk B 84

Good concentration of bombs on A/P 411 runwajé sevdrol&-'dl_a.\mhgéa: .
Covered Junction of threc runvays. : iy .

b arroll A@ - Good, Results

/11, patterns except two fell on tho fn.eld. l{oéf of the patterﬁs cen-
tered on or neer the NW-SE runway with one pattern oxtending into -the barracks
area, 7 snall a/o probably fighters werc noted, :mcl one Me-163 =, ToNe Werc

ite. - o ; .
P]anthnmo. 4/F = Fair to ‘Gbod'
Bombed by 9 squadrons carry:.ng 500" 6P and SAP: bombs. Pat%efﬁg

bla.nlos’bad tho N one-half nf the A/F. with most of tho bombs on the field,

€. o0
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Lrdorf L/F = Fair Results

Sixteon a/¢ wero notcd mostly probably sm],l and modium a/c with one or
two Mc-lé}s. None ware h1t. Rumsay probab]y scvemly damued at this ong point.

Varrell-vBusch - Mf}ocd Results

L/F attacked by 12 squadrons 4 of which carried 500 lb, GPs and bombed
the intcrsection NW-SE and NE-SW runways and the - other 8 bombed the open part
of the field to the N, with 150 lb. GPss 3 squadrons effectively hit the runway
interscction with large bombs .and seven squadron racked practically all of the
open part of the field at the north. - One squadron rodked half of the large
latter tormece, 2 a/e noted on the field.and 2/3 #f the woy through the attack, .
2 fires probably from burning a/c were noted in what d:!,spex sals hidden in the
woods.

Steenwi;L A/‘F Vezx Good Results

“ Bombed by 12- squadrens carrying 1oo-150 and 500 GP bombs. 11 Squadrons
blanketed the punwey from the last squadron over shows the entirc length unusuable
Onc squadrion bla.nketed the smll barraoks area north of thc. fieiw.. :

Zwischenahn A/F good Results

Bombed by 6 squadrons carrying 500 GP and 500 SiP bombs., The E~W runwa ¥
was cut by three patterns, the NE~SW runway hit by 3 pattérns and the T and W
intersect:.ons were blanketud. None of the 7 a/c an field apnea;vs to have been
hit. :

Ziegc_anhain Q - Good possiblx very Good Rasults
Bombed by 1l squadrona c&m'ying 500 GP, 250 and 100 GP bombs; 2 matterns
500 GP foll just at the NW cornmer and one pattern df 150 GP blanketed the emall

village one~half mile E of the field, The balance of the patterns blanket most
of the Land:.ng grou.nd. . g - N R

Nordhorn L/F Very Good Results

Landmg ground blanketed and bursts ox;. open i’ield, han ar, poss:.ble on
gun enrp]acemc,nt and anall aux:.lzary bulld:mgs. ;

. Kirtof I/F Varx Good Results ..

Landing ground blanketed and hits also seen on nearby road gun .emphce-
ments, perimeter track and small bu:.ldings. . ‘

Btcrmade A/F Very Good Results

I.anding ‘ground blanketed. by - bursts, also h:.ts observed on perimecter
track, minor buildings, rocds and a few bursts in adjacent open dreas,

W12 L
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Gronmd Situation

Gth Aruv Group

12th Lrmy Group .

2lst Lrmy Group

H

6. @F fmtivig"'mf _gm_glam

- 8113, 8118, 7920, T122, 7

SZCRET

First ’remh Lrmy: Nothing to Report; |

7th UlSe Arnw Thrust by ormor o.nd mfm‘;try

line R 3954, 4658, 4468, 3561, 2960 and the thrust
into Speyer 5180 Yos broked the eneny bridgehsad
wast. of the Rhine betweon Ludwigshafon and Karlaruho

" ang, into three parts, cach of which are being

rp.pidly oleared.

3rd, UeS. Amv In add.ltion ‘bo olearing the
remaining enomy West of the Rhing with 7th U,S.
army now having a substantial bridgehecad B of the
Rhine on the line M=4637, 5337, 5539, 5443, 4711-9,
Lhhdy with clomonts at 563k, 593ks

lst U.S, drmy; The Rema . bridgehoad is now ox~
panded to the line F~8102, 8206 8406, 8409, 8310,

7523, 7526, 428, 1531,
7232, 714-35, 7239, 7040, 6742, 68)4-3, and line of
Siog River to- Junotion w:l,th Rh:!.no.

9th U,S, Army: ' Bridgehead over Rhine being
established against light opposition. Right sector
of Rhine /4 2926, -3027, 3029, Ieft scotor on Rhine
2335, 2337, 2157. Railwny line crossed in center
at 27320 '

2nd British Army: Vesel capturod. Right line on

Rhine, 1541, 1544, 1345, Left Sector on Lins, 0854,
0554, 0351“ Strong opposition in Rees, 0752 -
idrborne operation in connection with those crossing
has gone acocarding to plan,

#irbarne Divisions have established contact with
ground farces in the arca of Schuttwick, 1644 and
Dierssordt, 174k4. Lirborne olements also at 2048,
‘Lpproximatoly 2500 P/Ws capturad,

0001, = 2&.00 hou.rs - 24 Maroh l9la-5

I.a\mohed L.;mdfall Groatcr London Destroyed
1 0

L3
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D. OPERATIONS OF OTHER ATR FORCES

l. Tactical Adr Forces

Sorties . . Qlaims Lossos -

| Ninth Air Foros . 9865, heOw0 A 3V ‘d/s -

First UeSe TohoFo: " ¢ 171105 " - 2-0e0 1a/c
Second TF - - .- Unevailable <

- RiF Fighter Comwnd - Unavailable

.Totals . - 39707 6-0-0 fdr 12 a/c
: ; - - 2je0=28 Ground - . -

. Ninth Adr Force

‘. Night' 23/2k March . )
Sorties ©  , : 31 Intruder Patrol
T 10 ' Attack Commnication Centers
Ea - R

B/A Claims 1 1-0-0
Losses: T ¥ la/e - :

- Dey - 2b Merch 1945 |
LN ‘;"-t:sprti_‘.és_ ‘ ¢ 1787 Fighters and Fighter Bombers

... . 770 Bombers
2 267 -Reconnaissance
s ¥ 282% afo

Eo 'L‘I'iss_ion o " %Bo@%iviéion: 770 a/c sortied on two missions
' bombing flak positions, A/Fs, 3 RR bridges and 3
R catmunication centers.

9th, l9th; 29th TACs: 1787 sortics, Supported the
ground forces in break through arca E of Rhins,

CB/A Cladms - : 3-0-0 Alr 24228 Ground

Losses : 11 ,a/;o (9 Fight,crs, 2 Boxhbers)'
Misc, Ground Claims; . Destroyed . Demeged
’ M/T . . L2 556
LAFY 4 11 25
RR Gars . . 39 415
Locomotives 24 18
Buildings 166 86
Gun Positions 29 33
w1y
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lﬂt U:SnT!’_A_oFo
Night = 23/24 Morch _
Sarties W a/c on Intruder Defensive Patrol

Claims & Losses: Nil.
Doy = 2k Maroh 1945

: Scr*h_ies .~ t 916 Fightors and Fighter Boinbers

171 Bombers . &
8 Reconnaissaence

1055  a/c
Missions @% 171 sorties. Attacked RR Bridges, .
, RR ombankments, RR viaducts, RR stations and a M/ in
tactical area, .. , |
12th : 653 aorties. Armed Reconnnissance in

support of ground forces attacked rail and road move~
ment supply dump, troop concentration E of Rhina.

1st French TAR 263 soxvt:.es. F:lghter sweeps in '
support of ground forces, Escart to hombera. Rail
inteyrdiction. : . "

Weatern Fi-enbh Lir Foreces 8A Sarties, Taotioai 'Reooh.'

E/A Claims 1 2+0-0

» Lossas : $ 1 Fighter

. Second. TAF :.

Unaveilable,

RAE Fighter Qomend

Unavailable,

-15-
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2, Fifteanth Air Foroe
23 March 1945
171 B-17s and 231 P~51s sortied,

163 B=17s escorted by 211 P-51s dropped 427 tons on Buhlang 0:.1 Refinory,
18 tons on Budejovice M/Y, Losses; 3 B-17s and 1 P-51,

17
It
1Q
(B
It
12
o

62 B-24s snd 38 P-38s sorticd,
56 B-24s escorted by 38 P-38s dropped 102 tons on 8t. Valentin M/Y end 2
tona on T/0s, Losses: nil,

69 B-ZZ..s and 13 P~38s sortizd, = ' ' :
67 B~24s escorted by 12.P-38s drooped. 118 tons on’ St. Polton South M,/Y.
Tosses: nil. 4

95 B-24s and 48 P-38s sorticd. : i
87 B~24s escorted by 45 P-38s dropped 156 tons on Eagran 0il Refincry and
8,7 tons ‘on T/Os. ‘Losses; 5 B"2)-|8.

150 B-ZAS and 31 P—383 sortied, 5
146 B-qu escorted by 27 P-38s dropped 276 tons on Gmund. M/I, Lo:ssos: nil.

165 B~24s and 29 Pr38s sortiecd.
161 B-24s escarted.by 27 P-38s dropped 10-37 tons on St. Valcentin Tank Works
and 11 tons on T/Os. Losscs: 6. B-24s, ,

‘Qparational Highlights: R'ogram Qf dj.sabling all romaining operative oil
refinerics within renge was continucd by the. attacks on Ruhland and Korwan 0il
Refinerics, The Rubland attack was closely phased to permit minimum fighters to
provide meximum. cover end also to allow mutual protection ageinst the bomber for-
motions. Active tank production at Valontin hampered by sucoessful attack will pro-
duce immcdiate advantages on fighting fronts by curtajlment of toank delogeries,

Austrian communicotion tergets are gradually assuming vital importance @uo to the
continually increasing restrictions on transportation systcm in this area. The

use of closcly matched routes to all targets with staggered attacks on Valentin to
allow clearance of bomb smoke plus minimum efficient’ time in tho targcet arcas
coupled with the seme general roturn routc permitted the relatively small number

of fighters not needed for the Ruhland penetration to give the remaining 4 wings
tho best possible turget cover in Austria, Vory good weathor conditions apart from
slight haze parmittod all groups to bomb visually oxcopt -3, which bombed offsot
method dug smoka screen or bomb smoke,

Bombo_rs Eightegs

Sortics 3 712 a/c 5171 B-17s, 541 B—Zl;.s; Sortics: 390 a/c (231 P-51s, 159 P-38s)
Eff. Sorties: 680 afc (163 B~178, 517 B~24s) Eff, Sorties; 360 a/c (211 P~tls, 149

Tonnage t 1555.7 P-38s)
Claims : Nil, Glaims s Nil.
Lossos : W afe (3 B~17s, 11 B—22..s) . Iosses : 1 P-51

..16-.
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169 B«17s and 227 P-«518, 62 P~383 sortied,

150 B=17s, escorted by 214 P-5ls, 58 P-38s dropped 356 tons on Berlin
Marienfeldeda Imler Benzol Tank works, Claims: 8-6-0 Lir, Losses; 4 a/c(3 B-17s
1 P-51). NYR 10 a/c (6 B-17s, & P-51s)

283 B-Zl;s end 75 P=38s sortied,
272 B-24s escorted by 70 P~38s dropped 565 tons on Neuberg Aird,rome.
Claimg: 20-0=0 Grounde Iosses; Nil.

15Q B~24s and 30 P-38s sortied.
147 B-24s escorted by 27 P-38s dropped 331 tons on Munich Reim A/F and a T/0.
Claims and Losses: Nil.

o4 B-Zi;a sortied, '
92 B-24s dropped 164 tons an Budenovice M/ and a T/0, *Clajns & Losses: Nil.

Qperational Highlights: '

Fortresses have made deepest penetration in 15th Air Foroe Histroy to attack
most impartant objective in our range, Ruhland, St. Valentine and Kograw attacks
have left no known gas producers in our operational area, FEnemy nmow known to be
short of fuel and strong on aircraft so counter air effort included to prevent
possible hoarding of reserves for all owt comittment of air power, Careful
congervation of fuel plus minimum engine time on ground plus ropid rendezvous
Plus alow climb plus direct route to target plus alert crews allowed 1500 mile
round trip to Berlin, Five fighter groups assigned to fortresses to afford
strong target cover and light escort on penetration and withdrawal.

Bombars.f- Fighters
Sorties 3 696 glq27 B~24hs, 169 B-17s) Sorties: 304 (227 P-51s, 167 P-38s)
Eff. Sortigs: 661 Eff. Sorties: 369
Tonnage Y3 Claims 86D )\ ~20-0~0 Ground
Clajms 0-0=Q0 . Losses: 1 P~51
Losses i 4 B=17s

ml7m
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30 R.A.F. Bomber comnd et et -

Day = 2l March 1945

153 Halifaxes
16 lancasters

. e

Target

Gladbeok Troop Ooncentration I

Losses '
m—- .

'M..;L.. ors . .Q,. '
et 6 MOBQUILOBES, -, cugard 405 % e o T Ll
" 159 Halifexes " Sterkande W 0 i
17 Lancasters i ‘
6 Mosquitoes ~ 0+
89 Iancastera.) i ~»*1TDort und/Hanpenerwag b .
6 fosquitoes ) finery e '
84 Lencasters ¥athias .Stinnes Benzol - sy =
,;?QJMosqnitQQSg -Plant nr.: Bottrop S 0
538 a/c ; -1
- Night = 2b/25 March 19h5 e
67 Mosquitoes Bérlin- -=(rﬂ{n ff.' R v S
8 Mosquitoes Northeim M/Y 0.
. 2 Masquitoes .. 0 i . StrewTouw uvn o e 0 0
“1.Mosquito.. ' % ¢ . Veather Recons' -7 0
.+ .. 33 Mosquitoes . .. ' .. . ' Bomber Suppowt«i. ‘i . oo Q
B 22 Halifaxes. crd oo Dby el e R mag R SR SERLIRE e S
. % Idberatovs : - i nuico oo S "l, S 8GR s

6 Fortresses .

1 Halifax . ) - ' Signals Investigamon g
2 Mosquitoea ) Patrol - o g oAy T
- W'
) 1h9 a/b o . :
h First Allied Aiﬁborne Azgy - .

Ninth TCC . : T

s . 906 Gl Towing 897 gliders ‘sortied dropping the 17th U,S AlrbOrne
Divnsion in assigned dropping zones from 1000-1059 hours with’ satlsfactbry
results. Weather: CAVU with smoke and haze in target area,” Flaks moderate, ’
intense, E/A Oppositions 10~15 u/i a/¢ sighted in assigned areas = no combats .
Losses: 32 afec NYR: ‘L7 a/ec.

52nd 1,0, Wing

2Lh3 C-h?s, C-53s and 399 glider tug combinations sortied dropping the
Sixth British Airborne Division in assigned areas from 1000-1056 hours, .. Weathers
CAVU with ground haze, E/A Opp051tion" nil. Iosses: 13 a/c.
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i ttnns SOrtied dropping the 6th British Atrbome
results, E/A Onpositions Nil, Iossess 6 a/c.

g 12Q glider tug combinations sortied supporting the 6th British Adrborne
D!vﬁaion operations, E/A Oppositions Nil. Tossess 1 afc,

NOTF: The foregoing is based on preliminary information and iz .not to be
used for record purposes,.

CHARIES-Y. BANFILL
Brigadier General, U,S:A,.
. L Director of Intelligences
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JTE N ESRLT BOMB WIRG (X

AYG 25

Date 2L March 1945
13 C3W #0 79

13 CBY AFS 304

3 AR PG 619

Taatical Hepors (& Heenwiik, Hollsnd}

1. Torveotiong:
4. Paragraph L, ©, (23, (f), pags 63 1ast sentence to rsad - in
elemsnt was out of paaitiano

».. Paragraph 6, b, pece 10: to read - IOQ Group installsd 2 acnns
snd 9 vertical cameras, 1 and 7 of whioh took piatures:
roil received. FFP A/c £790, film olew jammed an H2X camera. A/C

1-16nm nezetivs

3:  The ubove table is nelther a true, nor a corrpct comparison, of
Trhe only true avmparison c¢an ba

aliher patiern isnzth or percentsges.

iV ARl '1” D&t?}ﬁ’” Width

WTAYY fhnf -

Ga and

Y9C Grouna

wbhy, No. L in 10GT, Teturaed sarly. A/C 7994, . Ro. 4 in 1004, camers
woe TTOZAn _ ‘ '
2. Watulsuion of Bombing:
Romb Lond: 390  4,B. 138 x 150 GP
G, 38 x 100 GP
¢35 1L x 500 GP
10¢ A,B: 38 x 150 GP
| 4,Lr 38 x 100 @GP
Hethiod of Relﬁéaeé 1CCY Train : o
Groups Length: 1dths 1000%s  2000°
390As 1750° 15007 L% 100%
/By 1715¢ 1230° 97% . 100%
83 1700° 800’ 90% 98%
/DSt 18250 800 83% 100%
sAverage ,“117u5° 1080¢ 91% 99%
9545 2100° 800" 60% - 96%
t **tg 09 - 16259 82% 1004 7
o ’ 5754 11% 70%
7 990° - 6501 90% 100%
Avorages 1700°' 912t 61% 92%
1004 31750 - 725¢ 50% 100%
:o 32750 - 7607 0
e 28220 12609 3% 60%
_*, Dz ~ 27000 8007 8,% 100%
- Avernghs 2993 886 36% 65%
13 CBW Averege:
21&6'/ 957" 62.8% 85.3%

e

The length of the 100 Group pitterns, is

I - bely whiet 18 to be expscited releasing 33 bombs from 24
B The 16 stk for a eingle A/C should be Z300'; tonseyuently,
TR ans ddd Eﬁll; elpecially 100D

‘have rewirsd s

S




- ~r 7S oJ)oY
l‘, Fucty -raphys

3 7.0 out of four sets of scope photographn. from 95 Group. were ’"h\
_u¢1 nlettible because of psor adjustments on seope brilliance.

‘sel - co;ere from 100 Group melfunotioned. Photography by 390 Group
Ev}‘./ . T"X‘:"R“ent(

w100 uroupo agein, failed to comply with inatructions in 13 CBW
I R=95~4, dated 9 March 19L5°

A Goomenderts Commentss

« It. Col, Pennybaker, leading the Wing failed to foilm
Ced £ '~nt lan; consequently, he was 1300° low at CP 2,*
X ZP; and 600° higii at the target., This 1s poor leade
;:~ . aad is inexouaablo for Lt. Col0 Pennyvaker who 1s

seed laader.,

Sept. nrittingnan leading 95 Group, failed to follow tha
%+ rlan by not malnta -stendard rates or olimh; oowaeqnentl{
1 .500¢ low at CP 2, and 500' low at the IP. Thcrerore9 ao !ﬁi
- i-Target run was neeessary. This is poor leadsrsnip and laek :
.2istion of the bombardfer's problem.

the
300 high
ip in

4
e

ador Cibbons, leddifig ib@*ﬂroup wes 10007 ‘hmigh ot S ¥, and

vt 100A,C, and D eireling in tHe target area, while 100B made
i r.n.  The first case, shows poor lerdership; the seocnd, shows
:uigementg knowing a seocond mission wes scheduled and knowlns the
ione and depth of thin'ponotrationo

Lt. Tolliver, the lsad bsabardier in 100B, made two mistakes
indicate that Qithnr he does not have the qualiticationa of a
~onbardier, or Re has not received proper training from tha lead
. iection, In the first place, Lt. Tolliver wes not familiar with
i .’o in which he flew; secondly, he took it upon himself to chsnge

X TP, when there was no reason why the assigned MPI could mot be
.~:.ked. The effort af 1003 was wasted because of bombardier error,

“v Commend or Brieldior Gonoral BDGLIN‘

. ».\, ‘.,v_\_ ~L"\ e~ .d ; E’.
. N _\' .

ERNEST A. KIESSLING,
Lt. Col., Air Ceor g
Direator of Tralining & Anslyais,



