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- - HEADQUARTERE ,
13THE COMBAT BOMB WING (H) o/
" AP0 559
Date 18 March 1945
13 C3W #0 73
13 ¢BW OPS 298
3 AD PO 613

SUBJECT: Taoctical Report (BERLIN,'?ZZ{%NY)

® % Ghel Shuek. 9T
1. Informetion Conocerning the Targets: a. The primary target (visusl)
for all Groups was & Rellway Goods Station situated 2% miles NE of the

Tiergarten in BERLIN, GERMANY., This target is a vital link in the
transportetion facllities feeding supplies to the Russian front.

b, The secondary target for all Groups was the seme as the primary.
H2X technique was to be employed in the event of the primaery terget
being overcast., '

2. ﬁhrrative of the Attaock:
L, 13 A Group - 954, B, G Squadronss

- (1) Nevigation: (a) Assembly: The three Squadrons made a
normal teke off and climb to assembly altitude. Good Group formation
was offected over Bunoher 23 at 6000%, Wing assembly was effected over
Ipswich at 0851 hours. 13A arrived at CP 1, at 0904 hours, one minute

early, altitude 60007,

{b) Route: The route across the North Sea-was as briefed.
CP 2 was crossed at 0943, on course, one minute early, altitude 130007,
8light deviation from the flight plen was necesaary In thé Zuider Zee
area in order to avold interference with the lst Division Column at
the corridor in the Dummer Lake area, CP 3 was orossed at 1028 hours,
altitude 21000°. Becauee of increesing wind velooities enroute to
IP, 13A Adrifted left of course, The IP was overshot several miles
to the north before the turn onto the bomb run ocould be completed. The
Squadrons peeled off at this point to make individual H2X runs on the
target, but got together -in Group formation before the BRL.

After bombs away the RP was made good. Reassembly
into Group formetion was somewhat hampered by interferensce from one
Squadron in 100 Group, which apparently had cut short the RP, Good
Group formation was effected shortly after departing the RP. The
route out was essentlally as briefed, except for minor deviations
for echelon purposes, The Continentel Coast wes recrossed at 1407
hours, altitude 16000°, 13A leader aborted 10 miles from Southwold
because of battle damage, The English Coast was recrossed at Southwold

at 1457, altitude 20007,

. (o) Weathers; Over the base arce® visual conditions made
asgembly very easy. Over the channel and enr. 3 to the target & smsolid
undercast with an occasional break in the targ . area was reported, A
cirrus layer and D/P contrails were encountered in the vicinity of the
IP, This made it necessary to climb an additional 500° to avoid
splitting up the formation.

(d) Dirficulties: The main dirfficulty was obtaining IP
" end target wegtn@r date from Kodak Red, (}
N ' b

(e) PFF Narrative: Four PFF A/C were dispatched. 95A
had poor radar definition, but the R/N was able to use the set for
bombing. 95B and C sets operated satisfactorily. Bombing wss by H2X -
technique, . »
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(2) Bombing:
(a) 95A, B, C Squadrons: (8144, 8754, 8230%

1. AL Col. Shuck N Lt., Wilbourns
P Capt. Wilson AN Capt. Shirey
CP Lt. Erein B Lt. Long
R/N Lt. Owen
2. A/C htteoking: Bomba D,opped
&o BSecondary 36 570x100 LB GP
288x500 LB IB
Jettisoning A 1 18x100 LB Gp
: 8x500 1B IB
Returning 1l 18x100 LB ap
8x500 LB IB

b, Bombing Altitude: 25100% True; 25000° Briefed
¢, Time of Release: 1128

% Run-in from IP to Target: The bomb run was started
in Squadron formation but because of poor scope definition in 95B and
faulty int.rphone between the R/N and bombardier in 95C, bombing was
sccomplished in Group formation.

After the maneuver at the IP, which was overshot,
the R/N took over end proceeded to set up course. The R/N picked up
the target in the scope at 50 miles. The bombardler wse clutched in
at 11 miles and seven subseguent rate checks were made. Bombs were
released on a true heeding of 132 degrees, C-1 Auto«Pilot was used
on the bomdb run. '

' Lo PI Report: a. The bambs from. 95A B, C Squadrons
fell in = sparsely built-up suburban residential distriot end flelds
at Hohen Schonhausen, 3% miles left of =nd 2% miles beyond the
aasigned MPI, :

, b, Clouds obscure a portion of the bambs, but
the approximate length snd width of the Group pattern measured L26091 x
2825%W,

% Bombing Malfunctionss 95B: A/C 7783 had a
mission fellure and jettisoned 18x100 1B GP and 8x500 1B IB at 5223-
08174, 95C: A/C 8826 (spare) returned 18x100 LB GP end 8x500 LB IB
to the base.

b. 13 B Group = 1004, B, C Squadronsg

(1) Navigation: (a) Assembly:s Squadron and Group assembly
was m-de without difficulty. At Wing assaembly 13B was echeloned to the
right end behind 13A, _This put them on the inside of the turn at
Buncher 23, 13B was 2% minutes early and sbout two miles South of
briefed course at CP 1,

(b} Routes Botween CP 1 and CP 2, 138 flew a dogleg
to the South until proper Iinterval was attzined, thsn swung inco
position in trall of 13A, The route to 0900E wés £lown essentially
as briefed. After this point 13B went slightly Worth of briefed route
in an attempt to skirt the D/P contreils., At 1145E, 13B was back on
course, Between the Pre~IP end IP, ME 2628 attacked i3B, No pesl off
was made, conseguently, at the IP, and the target was attaecked in Group
formation. These attacks persisted throughout the target asrea until
after the RP was reached.
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D/P contrails after the target made visusl contact so difficult that
13B turned inside 134, sutomatically becoming the Division Leader. A

weak radar set in*100A wee sufficlent reason for turning the Group

© lead over to 100B, which led the Group and Divisiun during the

remainder of the miseion, i

A gradual improvement of the weather along the
westward route made it comperatively easy for 13B to stay on course. A
change in winds from those briefed allowed 13B to lose part of the
time previously gained on the route in. 4t CP 5, coast out, 13B
was 8till 11 minutes eerly.

Baock at the bases wsather was good end landinga
were acocomplished wlthout difficulty,

(s) Weather: Same as 13A,

(d) Dpifficulties: D/P gontrails prior to and at the
terget made visual contact extremely difficult,

: (o) PFF Narratives Three FPFF A/C were diapatohodo 100¢
ia MIAD and no reports are available. 100A had low range on the

- withdrewel route and turned the lead over to 100B, Bombing was by
HZX technigue, .

‘ (£) Rauarkﬂs 1000 loador was shot down during the
fighter attacks but the Squadron assembled quiockly behind the second
element leader9 maintaining its Group integrity in. the meantime. -

(2) Bombings

(a) 1004, B, C Squadrons: (8009, 8226, 9963)

1. AL Maj, Craver N Lt. Browning
. P Lt. Dawson " AN Cept, Pasaen
Cp B Lt; Silve
T o R/N : Lt. Rowland
2. A/C Attackings Boabs Dropped
8. Secondary 37 216x1000 LB GP
" Jettisoning 3 § 6x1000 LB GP

b, Bombing Altitude: 25200° True; 25000° Briefed
¢, Time of Release: 1129

3. Run=in from IP to Target: Due to the presence
of E/A 1n the target area, 100B end C bombed in formatlon with 100A.

' Attacking on & true heading of 133 degrees the
ﬁﬁﬁ toak over and proceeded to set up course, ploking up the target in
@ scope at 50 miieao The bambardier waa clutched in at 1] miles,
and :aubsequent rate cheoks of 10, 9, 8, and 7 miles wers made, ©-1
Auto-rilot was used on the bomb runo ‘

4o PI Report: a. The bombs from 100A, B, and ' C
fell 34 miles beyond and 5 miles Yeft of the assizned MPI in fields,
There were 3 or 4 hites on a double track RR running NE from Berlin. A
highway crossing the RR also recelved abcut L hita. A few houses were
blanketed with many bombs, :

b. Group Bomb Pstternt 6375°L x 255°°'£ 

5. Bombing Malfunctions° 100B: A/C 9723 6x1000 1B
GP hung up over the target and were Jettisoned at ‘25&013310 '
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8013 C Group - 3904, B, C Squadronss

e e e by - -

, - (1) Navigation: (ea) Assembly: The three Squadrons of 13C
mede a normel take off and assembly over Buncher 11 st 6000°%, 13C
: followed through the assembly line abreast of 13B and departed CP 1l
¢ on cpuraes L minutes early, altitude 75007, v

S (b) Routes BEnroute to CP 2, aoross the North See, .
gonsideradble "S"ing was sncountered, which made it 4ifficult to obtain
! gbod winds, CP 2 was reached on gourse, 4 minutes early, altitude
. 12500%, From CP 2 to the next turning point, 13C, while in treil
of 13B, was at one time 8 miles North of course at 5249~0550, At this
peint a eorrection to course was made by the leader and the next turning
point was made good, CP 3 was reeched 5 miles South, 4 minutes early,
altitude 22000°, The route was closely followed until just prior to the
IP, At this time 13C swung 5 miles to the NW of the IP and passed over
it in Group formetion on course to the target, Arter bombs awey, :
390B did not reasaemble until shortly after the RP, which was made good.
The next turning peint wasa overshot 7 miles to the NW, and the cburse
wos paralleled 7 miles to the right to 5320-1229. At this point &
correction to ccourse was made and the briefed route was followed to
CP 4, which was made good 4 minutes sarly, altitude 19000°, The -
courseswas followed to CP 5, which was made good 7 minutes early, -
altitude 1420C0°, The English Coast was recrossed at Southwold at 37007,

(¢) Weathers Sams as 134,
(4) Difficulties: None, | , |
" . (e) PFF Narrative: Three PFF A/C were dispestched., All
sets operated satiafectorily. Bombing was by a combination H2X-Visual
teohnique, ‘ S ' : ,
(2) Bombings
(a) 3904, B, C Squadronss (784, 660, 4k7)
1. AL Capt. Brannen R Lto'Barrett

P Capt. Morris AN Lt Yar ,
CP ILt. Rioslo B It Kellerhouse
‘ _B/N Lt. Flenagan
2. A/C Attackings - Bombs Dropped
’: o e, w0 36 203x1000 1B GP

Jsvtisontng 2z 7xl0%6 s o
Bsabihg Altituler 250000 Truej 250000 Briefed
Rup~in fTom IP to Target: 390B and C boabed

in formation with'gsol'biéadia'bf the presence of E/A in the target area..

‘ © After the meneuver at. the IP, the R/N identifisd
the target 1ln the scope at 40 miles and proceeded to set up ocourse,
The bombardier wae clutched in at 10 miles. After the 6 mile cheok,
“however, the bombardier was able to take over visually, As the
primary target was covered by clouds the bombardier chose another M/Y
for an AP and proceeded to synchronize, The bombardier was hit by
- flak immediately after bombs away and complete details are net
avallable, Bombs were released on e trus heading of 123 degrees. C-1
Auto~Pilut waa used on the bomb 'run, o Lo
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o PI Reports 8, The bombs from 390A, B, and C rfell
in a park and on a choke point about 1 mile short (WNWS of and

10007 left of the assigned MPI, There are 3 direct hits and 3-4 probable
hits upon the tracks leading into the Vorort-Stettiner Maein Line and ;
Underground Station, and 2 hits upon tracks leading to the west., There
are 10-15 bursts in the park, 3 of which are direct hits to the roadway
near thenorthern edge. There are 25 to 30 hits in the built-up erea
aurrounding the park end M/Y, There is one burst in the center of the
M/Y and 2 near the west end, A amall cloud obscures the junction at the
west end of the yards, which was undoubtedly hit since there are ut least
5 bombs in the yards near this point,

b, Group Bomb Pattern: 2015°L x 2870°W,

' . %G Bombing Malfunotionss 390A: A/C 032 jettisoned
6x1000 1B GP at 5251-0943. 390B: A/ 6603 Had 1 x 1000 LB GP hang
up over the target and was jettisoned at 5300-1130.

3o Communicationa; a, VHF: (1) Col. Shuck led the 13th Wing.
Discipline on Channel A waa very poor, and communications on this
channel were difficult, All necesaary contacts within Groups and be-
tween Group Leaders were made, but with difficulty. :

(2) Lesder reported some difficulty contacting Kodek A/C.
Division Ground Station could not be reached by Leader., Information
received was tranamitted successfully to other Groups,

X (3) Wing Leader contacted fightera both visuelly and by VHF
until IP was reached, 100 Group Leader called fighters several times
but could not estebllish contact, and in 390 Group, neither Leader nor
channel guards could reech fighters. In 100 Group, C Channel (701)
Guard talked to fighters several times but ocould not make contact when
requesting fighter aid. It was learned from 66th Fighter Wing that
the 55th Fighter Group whioh was to give our Wing close support was
vectored off to Frankfurt just as our Wing reached the IP. This
accounts for no reply to the calls that were made in the target area,

(L) No distress messages were reported. Monitors mainteining
watch on 66th Fighter Wing Channel (701) made only contacts with ,
fighters established on this mission, These contacts were made prior
to 10 degrees east., All necessary relayes were made by monitors,

b, W/T: (1) Division W/T Station was recelved clearly most of the
day. Some slight interference and short periods of weak reception were
reported.

: (2) Wwing Leader sent Control Ppints and Strike Reports sucoess-
fully. v : .

{3) Control Polnts:
CPl CP2 CP3 TRGT CP 4 CP 5
Timings 0905 0945 1031 1141 1258 1410
A.T,A, 0904 0943 1028 1129 1250 1405
(L) Strike Reports: |

95A S B 5 1129

100A S B S5 1129
'390A P A 2 wwso.
390B P A 3 1129
390 PB S5 1129

Lo Misaion Camera Reports a., 95 Group installed 3 scope, L4 obllque,
and 9 verticel cameras, 1, L, and 7 of whioh teok pictures: PFF A/C
8144, lead 95A: scope camera malfunctioned and np plotures were taken.
PFT A/C 8667, #2 lead element 95A: scope camera mslfunctionsd, A/C
8826, #2 lead element 95C: returning spare. A4/C 9175, lead of high
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b, 100 Group inatalled 2 lémm motion ploture, 4 oblique,-and ¢
vertical cameras, 1, 3, and 8 pf which took pioturea: PFF A/C 8717,
lead of 100C: 1 lémm motion piocture, 1 odbligue, and 1 E-21 camera
loat with A/C, ' ,

¢. 390 Group installed 2 scope, 1 oblique, and 9 verticel camsras
2, 1, and 3 of whioch took pilotures: A/C 600, lead of high element in
390A: 1 X=-21 was loat with A/C. 1 X-=20 oblique was not used,

5. Planning and Exonﬁtion of the Mission:
a. Group Order and Strength:

(1) 13 A, B, C Groupss 12 A/C Squadrons

13 A/C Squgdrons

12 A/C Squadron
13 A/C Squadrons

ST - KW
MM MM

(a) 95 18x100 GP 8xM17
4 1 A/C 12x100 GP
assorted long delay

, lus 2xM17 '
(v) 100 x1000 GP 1 x 12 A/C Squadron
2 x 13 A/C Squadrons
(c) 390 6x1000 GP 1 x 12 A/C Sguadron
‘ 2 x 13 A/C Squadrons
(2) &4 A, B, C, D Groupss 12 x 12 A/C Squadrons
a 9l 6x1000° GP 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
b) 486 18x100 GP 8xM17 3 x 12 A/C Squedrons
) L87 18x100 GP 8xM17 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
| d) 447 18x100 GP 8xM17 3 x12 A/C Squadrons
(3) 93 A, B, C, D Groupss 12 x 12 A/C Squadrons
a) 493 18x100 GP 8xM17 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
b) 3 18x100 GP 8xM17 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
o) 385 18x100 GP 8xM17 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
~(a) W90 18x100 GP 8xM17 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(4) 45 A, B, C Groups: ' 9 x 12 A/C Squadrons
- (a 96 18x100 GP 8xM17 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
b) 452 18x100 CP 8xM17 3 x 12 A/C SQuadrons
o) 388 6x1000 GP 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
b, A/C and C/C Available:
(1) 95 REG LL A/C 5L C/C
. PFF 12 A/C 8 ¢/c
 ME 10 A/C 8 ¢/C
{2) 100 REG 45 A/C 52 C/C

PFF 11 A/C 6 ¢/C
MH 7 4A/C 6¢C/C

(3) 390  REG 43 A/G 65 C/C .
PFF 11 A/C 11 C/C
¥E 10 A/C 5 C/C

¢. A/C Scheduled to Teke Off:

ili 95 3L, Plus 4 PF¥
2 100 35 Plus 3 PFF
3) 390 35 Plus 3 PFF

d. A4/C Airborne: All Scheduled A/C Airborne,
- o § =
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e, Individual A/C Mission Fallures:
(1) 958 .
A/C 7783: 335 Sqg "R" ~ Pilot Lt. Sutten -~ #L prop feathered
Sortie, A/C 88263 412 Sq "J" - Pilot Lt. 0°Toole - #3 prop feathered -
No sortie, , ]
£, A/C Landing Away From Base:
(1) 390

A/C 868 571 Sq "Y" - Pilot Lt. Baldwin - Landed at
Woodbridge - Severe battle damege -~ Sortile,

8o A/G Outatandings
(1) 100z A/C 717: 351 Sq "I
A/C 2953 351 8q "B®
A/C 861: 351 Sq "M"
A/G 5212 351 Sq "K"
(2) 3903 A/C 600: 568 Sq "8"
landed on continent.

A/C 2653 570 Bq "“C" Pilot Lt, Wroz.
A/C 571: 571 Sq "O" = Pilot Lt. Freeman,

Pilot Capt. Swain.
Pilot Lt. Jensen.
Pilot Lt. Gevin,
Pilot Lt, King.

Pilot Lt. Berryman - Possibly

§ 4 8y

§

h, A/C Attacking -~ 13 A Group: Bombs Dropped
(1) Secondary 36 - 570x100 LB GP
- 288x500 1B IB
Jettisoning 1l 18x100 LB GP
8x500 1B IB
Returning 1 18x100 LB GP
8x500 LB IB

(2) Method of Bombing: H2X
(3) Method of Release: 1007 Train °

.. A/C Attecking - 13 B Group: Bomba Dropped
(1) Secondary 37 216x1000 LB GP

Jettisoning ‘ 1l 6x1000 1B GP
(2) Method of Bombing: H2X |
(3) Method of Release: 150° Train

Jo A/C Attacking - 13 C Groups | Bombs Dropped
(1) T | 36 203x1000 LB GP
S 5xWG 42
5xT 333

Jettisoning 2 7x1000 1B GP
| (2) Method of Bombing: Combination Visual and H2X
(3) Method of Releaze: 150° Train
6. Controller’s Logs
a, 1822 gtrom 3 AD: (1) Alert (2) Porce & Order 3; Targets (4)
Route (5) Zero Hour (6) RBA (7) Division Order
§L§ Charf Force (9) Bonbina Alt, (10) Assambly,

bo 1849 from 3 AD:
6. 1859 from 13CW3

RBW,
A;art 2) FPorce & Order (3) Zero Hour
RBA (5 Bombing Altitude (€) RBW.



2314

“&348

0045

" 0102

0105
0118
0130
0147
0150

0220
0225

10229
0300
0300
0317
0320
0330
0330
0338
0405
0720

By Oommand of Brigedier General HUGLIN:

from

,Ifam,130wg

from 13CWg
trnm 130Ws

- from 13CWs

from } AD:
from ) AD:3
from 130W:

from J3CWs
from 13CW:

from 130W:
from 13CWs
from 3 AD:
from 3 AD:

from 13CW:
from 13CW3
from 3 ADs

from 3 AD:
from 3 ADg
from 3 AD:
from 13CWg
from 3 AD:
from 13CWs

3 AD:
13CVis

13CWs
13CWs
3 ADs
3 AD:
from 13CW3
from 13CW:
from 13CW:
from 3 AB:
from 3 AD3
from Grps:

from
from

from

from
from

14 10 ot ot o o ot et

to

P2 et O\ ot ot 0 ot o ot D 0 ot 000 e ol b o P b ot o ol ot d ot Pt

NIl1ak

ONERIDE
Targets.
Targeta.
Assembly,
AW to 3 AD ¥0O 6136

Targets,
Leaflet Load.
Leafleat load,

. Fuel,
| AW to 13 CBW ¥0 73.

Targets.

Annex ) te AW to 13 CBW FO 73.

A-2 Annex to 3 AD F0 613,

Bomb Loed (2) Possible Continental Assembly
Time Countrols,

Bomb Load,

Annex 2 to AW to 1? GBW'IO 73,

Route (2) Timingas {3) Routes for Gontinental
exbly.

Bomb Load.

2nd A-2 Annex to 3 AD FO 613,
8tart Climd Turn.

Targets,

3 AD FO 613,

Timings 52 Aasembly Altitude (3) Start
imb Times Routea (5) Bombing Altltude

Continental Bunchers,
Continental Bunchers.
Continental Bunchers (2) New Assembly

& Timings.

13 CBW 70 73,

Congerve Gas (2) Clear Dunkirko
Annex 1 to 3 AD FO 613,

Serub Alternate Plan.

. Same as 68,

Final Timings.

Annex 1 to 13 CBW F0 73,
Annex 2 to 3 AD FO 613,
Annex 3 to 3 AD FO 613,
Firat A/C Airborne,

Cﬂp41¢&17f'61 ’zﬁgaéALlé e?

ERNEST A. KIESSLING,
Lt, Col., Air Oorz
Director of Training & Analyaia9
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cmﬁu' BOMB WING (H) ‘ EERLIN, GERMANY o TRANSPORTATION 18 MARCH 1% .
GROUP = ¢5TH  (greem dots ): 36 x 570 x 100 1b GPFs snd 288 x 500 1b IBe. Attacked the Secondary Target by H2X im Greup formmtien.
GROUP = 100TH - (Gurple dets): 37 x 216 x 1000 1b GPs. | Attlehd the Secondary Targst by H2X im Grenp formstiom.
Gﬂ(@? = 390TH « (red dets )s 36 x 203 x 1000 1b GPs, Attaebd a Tlrgwt Of' Opportunity by m with Visuel aaaht in Gramp fermmtion.

108 - 1 mile redii frem Sscondery Target, i : Seale - 18630360
iegend ~  Hiver - R Builresd Traske o -smy—i=  Woods & park -
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THREE HUNDRED THIRTY SIXTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) C-B-1
QFFICE OF THE OPERATIONS OFFICER
APO 559

18 March 1945

SUBJECT: Abortion of Aircraft No. 7783.

TO s+ COMMANDING OFFICER, 96th Bombardment Group (H), APO 569, U.S. Army.
(attention operations officer)

l. I took off in Aircraft No. 7783 at 0810 on mission of 18 March 194b6.

2. Joined formation at wing rendezvous. At 07° 55' E element leader fell
in trail of high squadron and we hit severe prop wash. A few minutes later the
ball turret gunner called and said gasoline was pouring out of Ro. 4 engine
behind the cowl flaps. The No. 4 fuel pressure dropped to zero and the engine
began sputtering, so we feathered it immediately. Got permission of high squadron
leader to drop our bombs, as we were losing altitude at about 300 ft. per minute
with an a;rspeed of 136 to 140 M.P.H. Dropped bombs on an airfield near Bohmte
at 08° 18' E 52° 23’ N with the aid of Gee Box and visual checks through breeaks
in clouds. Bomb hits were unobserved. After bombs away No. & tachometer went

out. Return to home base was uneventful. We landed at 1235.
QOHN E. SUTTON

2nd Lt. A. C.
Pilot
last. Ind.
336th Bomb Sqdn., 95th Bomb Gp. (H), APO 559, U.S. Army, 18 March 1945,

TO s COMMANDING OFFICER, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 6569, U.S. ABmy.
(attention operations officer)

l. I consider action taken justifisble.

2. For your information. //7222,14;4;’ ./

HAROLD F./JENEMANR
Capt. A.7C.
Operations Officer




THREE HUNDEED THIRTY SIXTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRCN (H) 7
OFFICE OF THE OPERATIONS CFFICER .

APO 559 |
28 March 1945
SUBJECT: Abortion of Alrcraft No. 8469.
" TO : COMMANDING OFTICER, 95th Bombardment Group. (M) APO 559 U.S.Army.

(attention operations officer)
l. Ve took off in aircraft No. 8469 at 06:55 hrs. onmission.
2. ¥e left the English coast at Soughwold at 3,000 ft. and climed on
course to rendevous at Buncher C-1 at 4918 N and 0402° E. Joined the formation
on time and proceded to 5128~ N. and 09],0O E. Ve aborted due to No.2 engine

failure, at 1048 hrs. we proceded to 5100° N. and 0844° E. dropped visually on
Ernsthausen at 1053 hrs. We returned to the base and landed at 1325 hrs.

OHN E. SCHAAF
Lt. 4.C.
. . Pilot
1st.Ind.
336th Bomb. Sqdn., 95th Bomb Gp.(H). APO 559 U.S.Army 28 March 1945
TO : COMMANDING OFFICER, 95th Bombardment Group.(H) 28 March 1945
l. I consider the action taken justifiable.

2. For your information.

Noatd
-HARCLD F. L
Cepte. A.C.

Operations officer



336 BOMBARTMENT SQUADRON (H)
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEBERING OFFICER
AAF 119 APO 589

28 March 1945

SUBJECT: Aircraft Abortioms,
TO s them It May Cemcern.
1, Airplame #48§-38469 returmed early from a cembat missiom of

this date. The pilet saw eil threwing from the breather and
feathered the prepeller. A gremnd check shewed that the engine

had failed interaally.

Ro%m E. BAXTER,
Captaim, Air Cerps,
Engineering Offieer,



HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Opffice of the Intelligence Officer

18 March 1945

SUBJECT: S-2 Report for the mission to Berling, Germany on the
- above date,

TO t Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), APC 559,

le The Mission ~ The 95th Group lead ‘the Third Division in
attacking 8 Marshalling Yard at Berlin, Germanyy Because of clouds
over the primary target, the secondary target which was the same as
the primary was attacked on H2X, Because of interphone difficultiles
in 95C they bombed with 95A in Group formation. . 95B Rgdar Navigator

had difficulty with H2X equipment on bomb run and dropped on smoke
bombs of 95A. :

O5A - Ten A/C plus two PFF took off and formed the lead
squadron. All A/C bombed the Sscondary target.

‘ 95B - Twelve A/C plus one PFF took off and formed the
high squadron, Eleven A/C plus the PFF bombed the secondary target,
A/C 7783 turned back at 5225N~0818E at 1028 hours because of mechan-

ical failure and bombed a target of opportunity, the Bohmte A/D at
5222Nb0817Ec

' 95C - Twelve A/C. plus one PFF took off and formed the low
squadron. Eleven A/C plus the PFF bombed the secondary target.,
The spare A/C 8826 turned back over Ipswich because of mechanical
difficulties and jettlisoned bombs in the channel,

2. For further information reference 18 suggested to the
Operational Narrative teletyps of the Intelligence Section‘

For the Intelligence Officers:

) ) *ijiZ;zzaza/ff7//7

FRANCIS X. PIERCE, -
1st Lt.’ Air Corps,'
- Asstte Se2 Officer,
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HEADQUARTHRS EIGHTH IR FORCE  .By authority of .
AAF STATION 101 +CsGe, Eighth Air Force.

APO 634 .Initials, BL. & ...,

+Date 18 March 1945

O}’L SUITTARY NO, 322

PERTOD: 0001 hours 18 Harch to 2400 hours 18 March 1945

Ao STATISTICS g

Total Effective | - ' .éqgggg

Scrties Sorties Tonnage Claims F/A AA 07 Totals NYR
Heavy Bomber Atks. 1327 1262  3190,3 ~7-1~1A 6 616 28 1
Fighter Escort (z) 691 632 0 UmO-LA 0 1 4 5 1
Fighter Sweens 0 0 0 000 0 0 0 0 0
Fighter Bonbing -0 - - 0 0 -0=0=0 0O 0 0 (oF o
Photo Recounmissénce 23 21 0 0-0-0. 0 0 0 0 0
Weather Reconnalssance 41 37 0] 0+-0~0 0 0 O 0 0
Air/Ses Rescue 12 12 0 0m0-0 0 00 ""a 0
Special Operations 42 L1 0 000 0O 0 0 _Oo 0

Totals 2136 2605 3190,3 21-1~5A(b)6 7 20 33 2

a) Includes two groups based on continent
b) Includes 6 Me-262s

B. OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

1.- Bouber Attacks

1327 a/c (980 3—-170, 347 B-24s) from three Alr Divisions sortied in three

forces against two RR Stations and two Tank Plants in the Berlin area, = 1262

a/c dropped 3190.3 tons (1613.7 tons GP, 1576.6 tons IB) on all pr:’:naries and
ten other targets. Boubing by H2X with visual assists. Weather: varied from
2/10 to 10/10 cloud over target area. E/A Opposition: Attacks by 1015 Me=262s
and 1 Me=109 in target area; 12 Me-262s made single attack from )?)21\* 1051E

to target and 2 possible M&—L.-los attacked straggler in target arca. 7 s/e e/a
sighted in target arca and 2 Me=262s seen in Luncburg area. Claims: 7-1=1 air,
Losses: 28 afc (25 B=l7s, 3 B-24s)s NYR: 1 B=2) believed safe on continent.

—-—-—u——‘ -y
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Pirst FOrce -

Twelve frroup Pornations (450 Bu‘is, lst /ir Division) sortied against
iBerlln/Schlelswschor Stotions L35 n/c dropped 1103.%3 tons (470 tons GP, 633.3
_tons I’B) on primary snd two other torgets at 1106-1135 hours from 2)4,000-27,800

Tee't," " Bombing by H2X with visual assists. Leaflets Sropned on Berline Weather:

4/10-10/10 cloud in target area, - Flek: moderate to intense, generally accurate
Battle Danage: 196 mnor, 72 major, 1 Cat. "E". E/A Opposition: attacks by 10~
15 Me=262s and 1 Me-109 in target area. Claims: 6-0-0 Me-262s oir. Losses: 1k

B-i7s (2 to ¢/a, 12 to unknown reasons)s NYR: nil,

Tighter Support: Four groups (199 P-5ls) sortied, Up 0824-0848 hours,
down 1400-:1557 hours. . 179 effective sortics. E/L Cpposition: comnat with 4
Fi-1990s over ZacLe,m k I., s with 3l Me=109% near Joachimsthal Lake; with
compousite '1/0 (F=1950 and He-111) over Schwerin AP; with 8-10 Mc-—Z"Z" 15 miles -
NW of Beriin. Abtack by an [R-=234 el nity Havelbergs Cloims: L~0-2 aire
Losses: 1 P-5l to engine failure., NYR: nil. .

Details of bomber attack as follows:.

4Lssigned Targets . Scrties Y, Sa-tics Tonnage Results

& IB
Berlin/Schleisischer Station 450 321 1616 605,8 Unobserved

Other Torgots

Zehdmk (10 miles N of Berlin) S 13 7.8 25.5 Unobserved
Vechta . | _ 1 .6 2,0 L
Totals . . . B50 435 470,0 633.3
Second Force

Fourtecen group formations (5;;0 B17s, )'c'd 1r D1v1s1on) nOr’clea. ageinst
Berlin North Goods Station. 501 a/c dropped 1435.9 tons (731.9 tons GP, 704
tons IB) cn the priaery, Ludwigslust M/Y and 3 T/Os ot 1128=1201 hours. from
24, 400-29,000 feet, Boibing visual and by H2X. Leaflets dropped on Berline
Weuthur- 2/10 -7/10 cloud over torget; persistent contrails-above - 27,000 feet.
. Flak: modornte to intense, accurate over Berline Battle Damage: 243 minor,
76 major., /i Opposition: 12 Me-262s mdde single agréssive attack from 5252N-
1051F to-target, 7 s/c e/a sightcd in tmrgc,t arec. 2 possible Me-410s attacked
stragglers in ’cargot area. Claims: 1~¥=1 nire. LOSses- 11 B-17s (3 to AL, L4 to
E/A, & to other reasuns) NYR: nil.

Fighter Suppori: Five groups . (238 P-51s) scriied, Up 0905-0919 hours,
down -1420=1526 hours, 219 cf Cfective sorfiuse One grous provided ares supporte
E// Opposition: combat with 6 long~nosed ¥%-190s SW of Kassel; 1 Me-262 and
20 FW—190b N of Berlin; 2 Me=109s vicinity Ihossen; 2 Me-109s and ‘1 Me~262 at
Wreizens 1 t/e jet chased in Dummer Loke area, Obscrved 3 Me-262s vieinity



Neusta@t and 1 q/i'jet east of Berline Claims: 7-0-1 air. Losses: 2 P?Sls to
mechanicnl failure. NYR: .l P=51 believed landed in Russian occupied Germany,

Details of bomber athback ng follows:

Assigned Targets S Sorties Eff, Sorties Tonnage Results
GE iB
Berlin North Goods Station 530 495 726.8  692,5 UnobFair

Other Toreets

Ludwigslust /Y

3 2, L 6.0 Unchserved
Brohmwpe . /F 1 9 «5 " ‘
Neustadt 1 9 2,0 . "
Di CPhOlZ —— l . . 9 260 "
Totals | 530 501 7519 7040

Third Force

Thirty-five squadron formations (347 B=-24s, 2nd Air Division) sortied
agoinst two tank plants in the Berlin area, 326 o/c dropped 65l.1 tons (411.8
tons GP, 239.3 tons IB) on both primaries and 4 T/0s at 1125-1305 hours fromn
19,500-24,000 feect., Bombing by H2X with visual assists. ILeaflets dropped on
Berlin. Weather: 4/10-6/10 cloud in target arca, PFlak: moderate to intense,
accurate over Berlin. Bottle Damage: 126 minor, 1 major, /A Opposition: 2
Me-262s scen in Luneburg area, Claims: nil, Losses: 3 B-24s to Al  NYR:
1 B-24 believed s~fe on continent.

, Fighter Support: Five groups (254 P-5ls, including 50 P-51s from
362nd Group based on continent) sortied. Up 0830-0948 hours, down 1430~1555
hours. 23l effective sorties. One group provided area support. EB/A Opposition:
combat with 20 FW-190s north of Berline One Ju-88 observed attacking straggling
B-2) vicinity of Ulzen- e/a evaded. 8 Me-262s sighted south of Ludwigslust; 1
u/i jet scen north of Berlin. Claims: 3-0-1 air. Losses: 2 P=5ls (1 to unknown
reasons, 1 to LA)e NYR: nil.

Details of boﬁbep attack as follows:

fLissigned Targets Sorties Eff, Sorties Tonnage Results

Berlin/Hennigsdorf Tank Plent 174 80  110.0  7he5 Good

Berlin/Tcgel Tank Plant 173 225 258.8 162,1 Bxccllent
, e
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Other Targets : Sorties Eff. Sorties  Tonnage Results
Oranienburg 9 21.0 © Fair
Ulzen L ; , _ 9 19.5 B Poor
Wittstock , 2 . ] 247 Poor

- Damne RR Junction - o X 25 Toor

Totals . 347 326 '4iL8 239.3'-

j

2. Mighter quort

, v ,
Fourtwn groups (691 P—Sls) , including two groups based on oontlnsnt,
sortied az support to bomber forces. .Up 0824~0948 hours, down 1400=1555 hourse
632 effbctlvb sorties. E/I. Opposition: combat with L FW=190s over Zackerick 4/F;

8<10 ie-262s 15 miles NW of Berlln, 6 FW-190s SW of Kassel; 1 Me~=262 and 20
FW-190s,H of Berlin; 2 Me=109s vicinity Drossen; 2 Me=109s and 1 Me=262 at ‘
Wreisen and 20 FW-190s N' of Berlin. One Tu~38 observed attacking straggling.
B=2l vicinity of Ulzen~ e/a evadeds 1 t/c Jjet chased in Dummer Leke area.
Obszerved 3 Me~262s vicinity Neustadt; 1 u/i Jjet E of Berlin; 8 Me=262s S of
Ludwigslust and 1 uw/i jet N.of Berlin, Attack by an fR~23L vicinity Havelberg.
Cloims: lhmO-h air (0-0-2 Me-262s). = Losses: 5 P=51s (3 due to mechanical failure,
1 to /A and 1 to lmknown reasons) NYR: 1 P-51 believed la.nded in Russian
occupled Gernan,y. -

3. B ghter Sweep.:

,Nllo i ‘. ‘ *

L Plghter Bo:nblng

‘ N:L 1. - : o ‘

.5. Pht‘)'l:o Reconnzti.,sance

23 a/c (5 F~5s, 12 P-5is, 6 B-l?s) sortied as follows:
: 5 Pebs, with 12 P-5ls as escort, obtalm,d photos in Berl:.n, Hamburg,
Kiel and Ruhr areas, 15 sorties, .
6 B~17s on H2X photo mission to Brunswick, Kassel, Dessau areas

No losses,

6. - . Weather Reconnaissance

14.1 a/c (30 P=51s, 6 B~17s, 5 Mosquirtoe's) sortie'd"a‘s follows:

- L B-—l?s on routlne f‘l.gghts over the Atlantlc to west and southwes‘b of
- England,
. 5 Mosquitoes on speoial fllghts over the continent, b sor'lries. ‘

32 a/c (30 P- )ls, 2 B-17s) as weather scouts for borbers, 29 sortiese

No losses.

ke
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7. Lir/Sca Rescue'

12 a/c (10-P-47s, 2 PBYs) on routine search and patrol. No losses.

8e Special Operations

L2 o/c sortied as follows:

B—24s on leaflet mlss1on over Germﬂny, Holland and France- nlght 17/18.
Pkl succcvsful.
10 a/c (8 P-5ls, 1 B=2k, 1 B-17) as redio relays. _
» 13 B-2hs on RCM, Jemning between 0601-1010. 12 offective sorties.
' 10 mOsqultoes on speolal operations for lst and 2nd Division.
: 4
Nb losseu. =

C. INTELLIGENCE

" le En&ny Alr Qpp051t10n :

A oomblnatlon of well coordinated cnd aggressive t/é jet attacks, plus’
cloud and contrail conditions which favored enemy tactics and hindered escort,
resulted in a.limited though noteworthy success for Ge.A.Fs Jet interceptors. The
loss of at least six bombers is attributed to e/a action.

The First Force reported losing two bombers to attacks by some 15 to 20
Me 262s from approximately 1110 to 1130 in the target area. Most of the attacks
made by the jots were from the I.P. to the target. BE/a used contrails from
which to launch attacks which were aggressively pressed homg against thc last
two groups. In one instance to as close as 50 yards, There were several con-
centrated attecks mede by Rlights of 2 to 4 e/a each, other c¢/a coming in singly.
One attack was made by a single Me 109, Jet c¢/a skillfully used their supurlor
specd, and although escorting fighters ongaged thesc e/a, they succesded in
dameging only one of them. First Force bombers claimed 6-0-0 Mo 2623,

The Second Force was strongly attackad by some 12 to 15 Me 262s from
1105 to 1130 hours in the arca cxtending from just west of Salzwedel to Berlin,
E/a attacks, though not continuous, were aggressive and skillful. Contrail
cover was cffectively uscd, and four bombers went down to the cnemy Jets.

Weather conditions aggravated the escort problem; bomber crews reported they

were unable to contact escort during the attacks. The first attack csme some

20 minutcs berore target when the enemy singlced out the low squadron of the second
group in the column, This squadron at the time was strung out and in poor for-
mation. Four lMe 262s in a formation similar to that used by our P-5ls came out

of the clouds and bomber contrails from 5 o'clock low, closing to from 75 yards

to almost point blank rangc to badly damage three bombers in the first pass, A
second attack, madc by 3 Me 262s from 6: 130 to 7 o'clock low to levcl, resultcd in
the entire tall section of one B-17 being shot off, A few other sma;ler sca le
attacks were made, o/a gencrally breaking off when fired on at ranges of 500

yards and above., A stragglor hit in the first attack was reported shot down

later near Berlin by two belicved Me 410s (p0931bly Me 2625) P-51s escorting the
Second Farce engaged one Ar 234 and & number of Me 2628 in lots of one to eight,
but due to poor Vlsvlelty and cvasive spuid of the jets they were only able %o
damage onc o/é. A straggling B-2L was attacked by a lone Ju 188 whloh cvaded when
P-51s appeared. Bombgrs of. this Force claimed 2- 2—3.

LAnORR A St e A L
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The engagement betweyn a P~51 group with 20 1ong-nosc FW 1908 at 20,000
feot at 1230 in the Dummer Iake region suggests & possible abortive effort to
oppose 'withdrawing jbombers, These e/a never reachcd the bombers; P=5ls chased
them through two layers of cloud to claim 3-0=1., Six other long-nosc FwlYOs
obsurved at 6,000 feet north of Marburg during the penetration attempted to
attack a Spitfire. Thoy were dispersed after an inconclusive 10 minute dogfight.

P-51ls had slight contact with tactical ¢/a opposing the Russian Front,
After boing "lod" over Zackerick A/F (north of Kustrin) by two u/i afe (lator
identificd as Yak 98) our P-5ls attacksd and destroyed 1 of 4 Fw 190s observed
strafing the Allied airficld. Claims of 1s0-1 resultcd from an encountur with
3 to 4 Lig, 109s ncar Joachimstahl (MNE of Berlin),

‘Onc group surprised and shot down both components of‘ & c:omposite a/a
(Holll and Pwl90) obscrved taking off from Schwerin A/F et 1230, ,.

Today's concerted attacks by Jet t/g, emall-scale though they were, 1nd:.catc;
progress by the Ge.h«F. in devcloping tactics to bring down heavy . bombérs. Coor~-
dinated attacks by formetions of 3 te 4 ;)et g/a will probably continue, -4nd as
enemy Jet strongth increases end operational experlcnce acorues larger mass
attacks may be attempted, A touch of the old Hun cunning and aggressive spivit
-was apparont today in the advantege taken of cloud and contrail cover for
launching attacks and :Ln diract:mg his attention to a vu]nerable, stmng-out
forma’c:.on. . ,

i

I
I
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Berlin - modorate 1o mtense » accurate,
~ Hennigsdorf = moderate’ ‘and, accurate,

3. 0Ob scrvations

40 plus Ju 88s end Me 410s on Prenzlau A/D,

100 plus Jets, Me 410s, Ju 88s, Ne 109s and Fw 190s on’ Neubrandenburg A/D.

2.u/i afc (believed Me 2625) on Vechta 4/Ds

20 plus a/c on Rechlin/harz grass A/F, ’

Long runvays, one appearing to be new, «nd 12 plus a/c scen on Rechlin A/D. |

Eberswalde M/Y filled, factorics on canal E and W of town undamaged, working

10 plus flying boats at southern end of Muritz Iake, A

50 plus s/c a/c on grass A/F south of Wittstock (U-2308), Many bun.ldlngs
on the ficld,

4 Me 262s on Berlln/Gatow A/De

Numerous a/c on Wutermark 4/D. ‘

12 He 1lls and 7 He 177s in front of hangax s and in northeast dispersal of
Schomr“ ldc A/D. Eosthvest runway completed,

33 Ju 88s/188s plus 6 light gun sites on Neurippen 4/D, .

20 plus Ju 88s/183s and a few high wing s/e a/c on Glienecke 4/D,

50 plus s/c and t/e a/c on Oranienburg A/D, ,

3 u/i jets and 75 plus t/e and s/¢ a/c on Strzmsberg A/D.,

50 plus'u/i e/a on grass 4/D at Finow (Vy0588), 12 to 15 a/c in center of

ficld, remainder around perimeter, A/D had dirt runways,

3 Ju 52s and 4 Ju 83s/108s on grass ficld vieinity Damme (5320Ns-1L;.OJE).

Locomotive hauling fifty plus tank cars (every other car prominently
displaying red cross). moving-§ to Berlin from Anklam (5352N-1335E), ‘

Fortificd area in voo(s sbout l-1/2 by 2~1/2 miles just NE Dummer Lake with
- criss-crossing concrotc roads,  seversl fortiricd pillbox:s and many gun positionsa

ove r—abundance of rail and road traffic in area W of Stettin end N of Berl:.n

RED '



Le Damoge to Tnemy Installations

{

Borlin/Schleisischer Station = H2X - Unobserved.

Tneble to pin=-point any concentrations on this target, Total of 23
partial concentrations plotted, most of which fell on various parts of Berlin
including Templehof MA and A/F. Instal lations in northwestern corner of AR
could be seen burning late in attack. Friedrichshain Perk flak battery hit,
as well ag built-up area adjacent to the park, where damage should be severs.
3 partial conoentr« ‘tions each plotted in Neukolln end Rummelsburg sections of

citye » ;
. Berlin/Hennigsdorf Tapk Plant - Good

1 squadron blanketed south end of the p;ant ‘most of the bursts wers 1
.to 2 miles gast in a partially: built-up arsa, .

Berlin/Tegel Tenk Iflant - Eixocll;ant

Total area scen burning upon leaving target. Bursts scen on tank assembly
plant, large assémbly type bulldn.ngs, unglnaer:.ng bu:.ldmgs and awclliary works as
well as adjacent city areas. .

Oranienburg - Fair = -
Bursts seen in partially built up areas,

Berlin Nerth Goods Stat:.on  Unobsc rved to Fair

Most of plotited bursts hit average of $wo miles from MPI. A nunmber of
visual strikes within the built up area were plotted but’ the extent of the
damege could not be assessed.
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5., Ground Acfivity ,

21st Jrny Group - Nothing to report.

12th frmy Group - In the Remngen bridgehead U.S. Infantry is meeting
with heavy opposition at P=739227 but villages ot
F=7221.,7326 and 7227 have been cleared,
In the Moselle sector infantry now hold a line I~ |
9967, 9882, 9851, 9756, M=0151, 1~8578, 8278, 8281,
Lrmored spearheads are mepping up at M=-0938 and are
being counter-attacked at M=1136. A new armored
thrust south from the Moselle has reached the line
L7240, 7746. ’ "

6th irmy Group = U.S. Infantry elements have cleared Leiderscheidt

- (@=8258) and have reached Schwix (Q-8358). Fighting
is going on in Roppeviller (Q-8355)., To the east,

~ the advance was held. up at R=-0629, but other units
advanced through the woods to clear Walbourg (ROL31)
and Biblisheim (R-0432). Woerth (R0037) ond
Froeschweiler (Q=9938) were also cleared. - In the
Haguenau sector elements reached R=-1819 and are
fighting in Sessenheim (R~1822). Soufflenheim(R1625)
and the Soufflenheim~Haguenau road have been cleareds

6  GelinFe Acfivity ovir England

12100~2302 hours Saturday
18 o/c on Intruder operations, ‘ll over land bShbing and strafing.
Flying Bombs - 2100 17th to 2400 18th

Launched Landfall Greater London Claims
5 _ 1 -0 0
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D. QPERATIONS OF OTHER AIR FORCES

1.

" . Missions

Y

Tactical Air Forceg

Sorties - . Claims Iosses

Ninth' Air Force | 2080 - 7-2-1A 18 a/c
_ T L i =2=1G

First US T.A.F. 1558 . 3014 11 a/o

Secend DA : _ 841 , 0~C=0 i oa/c

R.AWF. Fighter Cormand 302 . 0=0=0. ;;_a/b

Totals 4781 10-2-2A " 34 a/c

Ninth A*r Force

Night - 17/18

Sorties

Claims & Lossess

Day - 18

Sorties -

. &e

742:-1G- .

- 28 a/c on intruder patrols and 1ntcr0upt10n patrols in

battle area.

/

Nil.

1305 .fighters

{47 bombers
2052 a/c

9th Bomb Division: = 747 sortics. Worms comm. center,

Wetzlar and Krouztal M/Ys, Bad Durklem. Claims: nil,

Losses: 7 .bombers.

9th T.A,C.: 266 sortics. lurmed reconnnissance in

battle area.: Air cooperation with 3rd U.S. Army, leaflel
drorplng, interception patrols and escort. Claims; nll,
Losses; l-a/e to Ak, - /

19%h T A.C.: 777 sorties.  irmed reconnaissance in
baitle area., Alr cooperation with 12th and 20th Corps. -
Fighter-Bombing. Interception Patrols, escort and
reconnaissance, Claims: 7 -2-1 air, Ldsses: 8 a/c,

29th T.5,0,: 262 sorties, Armed reconnaissance in Ruhr
area. intcrception Pat. ols, bombsr escort and reconne
aissance. Claims: 7-2¢) grovnd. Losses: 2 a/fc,

to
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Other Claims ‘Destroyed ~ . Dameged
M/T 6l - . 458
Locos ’ _ 39 26
RR Cors | - 242 703
Buildings 129 28

© M/Ys ' 0 S iy AN
Gun Positions A 19 L3
 Tenis & AFV 42 48
Horse Drawm Vehicles 262 . . 118
- "Reil Cuts - 4,
" Highway Cuts. 17

\

Night - 17/18 - -

Sorties ¢ 6 Intruder Patrols in maisers]autértharISfﬁhe area,
Claims & I.qéses: Nil. -

Day = 18' |

. 206 Bofnbers

1346 Fighters
1552 a/c

Sorties

Missions : 42nd Borb Wing: 206 sorties agoinst M/Ys, road
Junctions and a railway bridge.in 6th Army Group area,
Claims: nil. Losses:;  nil,

- 12th T.4.C.: * 1023 sortics. Air cooperation with 7th
U.S. Army. Armed reoconnaissance in battlc area, Sweeps
and reconnaissance. Glaims; 2-0-1 air, Iosses: 8
fighters to 4A. '

lst Fronch T.,ALC.: - 320-36rtieé. Adr cooperation with
First French Army. Fichter sweeps, reconnaissance in
battle area, Claims: 1=~0-0 air. ILosses: 3 fighters.

Western Proench fidir Force:' 3 Coazstal Command sorties.
Claims: nil, Iosses: nil,

Other Claims g3: = : o Destroyed Damaged

M/ - oo 191 171
Locos ‘ 27 35
RR Cers = . . 622 530
AFV 21 31
Guns 13 2L
Buildings 20l 93
Rail Cuts - 88

Bridges . L 2 7

- 10 =
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2 Flftoenth Jir Force '

18 March 191.;.5

105 P-33s sortieds 98 P-38s dived bombed Ptuj Reil Bmdge droppin
43 tons ot 1200 hours from 6000 feet with good results, 17 tons on Klinca-
/Y southwest of Zagreb ot 1215 hours with good results, 15 tons on Zeorab
with hits at frr ond of rnil bridge, 3 tons on Sisak w1th 1 direct hit on
bridge snd hits in ¥/Y. No losses.

3. ReloF. Botber Commamd o '

Dry 18 v . Tosses

50 Irmcasters Langendreer/Bruchstmsse Benzol :
/ Plant near Bockum ~ 0

50 Lancasters Hat‘bingen/He inrichshutte Benzol

Plant near Bockim 0
2 Mosquitoes Weather Recco. o
102 ' 0
Night 18/19
277 Lancasters
9 Mosquitoes Hanau -
, 259 Helifaxes
I Lonecosters
18 Mosquitoes Witten

30 Wosquitoes Berlin . o

24 Mosquitoes Kossel

18 Mosquitoeé Nurnburg
2 Mosquitoes Witten
10 Halifaxes v
60 Lancasters Diversionary Sweeps .
85 o/c - Bomber Support | ‘
"8 afe Signal Imvestigation Patrol
__gh_%.__zg;zqui’co . Weather Reccos o

=123
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ADDENDUM

The following incidents rclevont to Russo-inerican Air Recognition were
reported by fighter groups supporting todny!s bomber attacks on Berline

‘ jjﬁth Fighter Group

After leaving the Berlin area, 12 P~5ls of "A" Group procecded dovm the
Oder River toward Konigsberg (S of Schwedt) where they saw two w/i o/c (later
identificd ns Yak 9s)e P-51 purused Ynks to Zackerick ./F N of Kustrin, where
they found 4 Fw 190s strafing, The Fws hod nlready started a fire at W end of
fields Onc Fw 190, secn by 2 pilots to bear white crosses, were shot down in
combat at 1130-1140 hours fran 2,000 feet to decke 15-20 Russian aircraft were
Milling around when suddently one crashed in the middle of the airfield. At
once the yground gunncrs shot up intense and accurcte light flak to 5,000 fect,
Acting "." Group lender, Cnptain Cox, withdrew the P-5ls and instructed "B" Group
leader not to bring up his forece, The Russinn nircrcft were identified as Yok 9s
ard Lage 3s (printed blue cxactly like identified Gcma.ns). Mearwhile "B" Group
had cencountcred 12 plus Russion aircraft (belicved Lagg 5s) northeast of Perlin
and dove on them but did not attack. It wns then that "B" received ".'s" warning
and reJjoincd the bombers,

In the melec over Zackerick Lirfield P-5l pilots waved hands and Anerican
flogs at the Russianse One of them waved backe fLnother Yok fired, but without
effects In the dogfight a P-51 closed on o bogie, identified it as a Yak 9, and
did not fires But his wing man cnme up,closer, identified it as an Me 109G and
attacked the e/a, getting some strikes before breaking off,

Recognition signnls were ineffectives Hoze ~nd patchy cloud also complicatet
recognitions

353rd Fighter Group

One flight attackeA from the reor, high, at 10,000 fect ond fired upon by
two Lagg 5s 4O miles northeast of Berline The flight rocked its wings in recoge-
nition, “ut the Russions made a second firing attack, at which point the P-5ls
broke into them, The flight lender fired a fow warming rounds ot the Russian
element leaders aircroft, Whercupon the Soviet pilots headed due east, after
firing upon a straggling B-17, and the P=bls broke away over the Oder River.
There was o munber of P-5ls in the area ot the time, The Russian ships were
described as "blue with red noses, plenty fast, but not too mancuverable'.

357th Fighter Group

One flight, escorting one B-17 to N of Stettin on way to Sweden, was fired
upon by 3 Yok fighters, who broke away after identifying the P-5ls,

352nd Fishter Group

Obscrved 6 Yaks vicinity of Ziclenzig at 1200 hours at 10,000 feet. Russiar
recoguition si:nnls successful,

Note: The foregoing is based on preliminary reports and is not to be used
for record purposes,

“13- CHARIES Y. BANFILL

. ) Brigadier General, U.S.A.
o u bl Director of Intelligence
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CHANNEL B - HANSEN A-C JOHANY N~ : GIBSON -0
'CHANNEL ¢ 8TH AF VOLZ I-X HELGLSOW N-X GROBS L~
CHANNEL C 66TH WG. TURNER I-H '
COLTAND #2 (5295) MARKLY A-Y DULLE A-G BEARD A-4
M/F DF VARKEY 4-Y DULLE 4-G CRIDLIN 4a-L
«CONTROL FOQINTS: RICHARDSON  I-G '
CRAWFORD  I-Y
STRIKE LESS.AGES: RICHAKDSOY I~G JENSEN N-li TESSIER A-R
CRAWFORD I-Y SHARAR A-J RO3S L-E
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* VHF{ AUTHENTICATOR--GRAVAL COLORR & THE DAY:

ke e - —

'DIVISION RECALL~--THE BURLIVGTON ZEPHER. ~ TIE FL.  CHALL. REPLY
‘WING RECALL~-BIR{INGHAN JAIL 0100-0700 IRR X XRAY M LIKE
INDIVIDUAL ABROTION--FOREVER AMBER 0700-1300 KR Q QULLMIE C CIHAKLIE
KEFEIENCE BASE ALTITUDE--22; 000 © . 1300-1900 RR O OB B BaKER
REFERENCE BASE WIND-- 290 Degroes
e = o . 75 Knots - o KODAX. AU;H_E.__N;I_G_L_I_@_
;VHF CALLSIGNS- . ) o  B4KER .18
BOMBERS -~~-~VINEGROVE TWO FOUR CHARLIE 37
FIGHTERS~===BALANCE  TWO THO _ WILLIE 06
GROUND 66TH FTR. %G ,--=-QILK IN _ . TOMMY 02
8TH AP -vwmameneCOLGATE ' JASON ‘ 42
" BED DIV, -~~eeweun ARROWSYIFT 0 HALD 05
" 1% CBlimen==e=ua=HONEYFOT FLEDDIE 87
o KARLQ 84
e T GEORGE 10
' § LIKEY 15

EMERGENCY AIRFIELD=--B-53 (5037-0239) :
CEXTREME mmsmucr---a—w (5014-0439) @

' scourme FORCE ; .

4 P-51's-~KOD4K YELLOw=--TGT. W/X FOR TASK
FORCE "2" 4ND "3" 20 LIINS. PRIOR 70 TGT TLL.

S~

IF 5 6T - 6
meﬁg _s_ug_gn_r__ : | . GnOGRArHIC_J..__C_@Q_K_PEIETQ £
- 359 GP. (P-51's) RV 5238-0600 .
" WITH 13B aND C GFS. 0 ZWOLLE
CALLSIGNS =-BALANCE ThQ TuO _ R DRLER LaXE
. : ) -1 STEHRDEL
S e s e ' E DRESDEN
¢+ . -CONTROL POINTS: _ : N SanLFELD’

© P, L=-ENGLTSH Taast _ _ T FULDA -
C.F.<2--RNELY CQaST % -- |

PROCEDURE TQ FQLLOw WwHEN LxNDIHG Ol THL CUNTINL&T

w  Yie “ihenever posslble, land at &- Aleld at which 8TH aF Service Command Service
Centcr facilities. are locateds.
2. Have resdio operator contact base giving necessary information. Pilot can
contact ground Btaticu on VHF. !
. 3., After landing, pilct-will (a) arrange for medical assistance, if necessary,
f(b) £ill out "Forced Landing-Card": frim ‘rear of pilot's or co=pilotls scat :
il (p)*sgieguard all.secret -and confideritidl items on ship, (d) sontact nearest T
"8TH AF Service Command Seérvice Center roprescatative, if ono“isn't on the"ridid, "
‘and (e) contact home basc. (Use VHF or W/T in the air or on the ground.) " B
4. Crew members will responsible for individual flying equipment. : 0
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ATT&CK ON BERLIH ON 19 IMAR 1945

%b T o&mm RECEIVED «om THE ATTACK

(a) Nos of aircraft

902, with full, flvhter escort.

(b) Corrnand s UeSe BTH AIR I QRC@.
(¢) Time s 1107 = 2R1A hours.
(d) Borbs ¢ 1391 X 1000 Ibs G.P.

10062 X 100 1b. GeP,
" 5328 X 500 Ibe I,Be

(ii) STATEIET OW THE TARGET

This repork covers the ‘targets attacked 1n uhe central area of BIRLII on
18 AR 1945 Dby the U.S. 8TH AIR FORCE. The attack extended over & large
area of the city and in order to make this roport clear and- conclse, the
gentral portion of BERLIN has boen divided into four parts; namely ‘the
liortheast, Northwest, Southeast, and tho Southweste. For cther atbacls on
car'eus near BERLIN on the same day refer ©o S.A., REPORTS 3407 and 3408,

(1i1) DETAILo OF WHE AmTACK C o TR

() HeEa and incendiary bursis arc visible Lnraughout the city area of
SRLIT on photegraphs that -are from q/lO n> IQ/iO cloud obscureds
Dircct hits.are scon on tho TE PLEAOF UARSNALLING YARD, NORTII GOODS
STATION RAILWAY CENTER, and numerous indusirisl areas.

+

(») Hits ore seen on targets are as followss

le uOIT?EAST (Distances are measurcd from the Ngrth Goods Station)
ae IHorth Goods Station Rallway Centers

Two concentrations tovalling at least 150 bursts are scen

blanketing the Wostern end of the railway ¢enter and adjagent

built-up areas, Hits are secn on the Goods Station and its

facillties as follows (nuwbcrs refer to annotation on target -
illustration) =

GESUNDBRUUNEN Passenger Station (2) ~ onc probable hita
Road over Rail Bridge (6) = thyce prabable hits and several

near hits,

Road over Rall Bridge (7) = two near hits,

Tlyover (13) - at least four hits and several near hitse

Through running lines«w at leas%”eight h{%égand several neor

’ hits :

"Rail 1nterseotlon 1000 yards'ioéth of Goqﬁs Statlon -
At least ecight hits and eloven near hits. Also blanketed by
ingendiary burstse

ba A group of at least 35 bursts 1s seen in a heav11y bullteup
area adjacent to the Zast end of the Goods Station with one
near hit to a road over rwll brldge and many hits on residenm
tial type buildingse

ce & group of an undetermined numbor of H.E. bursts and many ine
cendiary bursts are scen approximately 2% miles Southoast in a
heavily built-up areae Scatviorcd bursts are scen extonding
into the arca of the lachine Zool and Electron Werks of Ca
LARGgE FABRIK fur WERKZEUG 'ASCHINZIN A.G.-

de & proup of at least 20 bursts is scen 1 miles Bast in a
heavily builteup area with at least two bursts seen in the
arca of the Gas Works of BERLIIER STADTISCHE GASWIRKE AlGe

X .

ey A cofftentration of approximatoly 50 HeEe bursts and nony ine

cendiary bursts are scen one nile North in a partially buillt
~up lagtory/residential arca, AL least three large fires have
becn started near a large unidentified factorye

fs A concentration of mixed bursts is seen in a built-up arca l%

miles Southoast, ¥Wumocrous fircs have been started and smolke

obscurcs the extent ol the patterns of bursts,
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T ge Approximately 40 HiE¢ and many incendiary bursts are seen
* 1~5/@ miles Southweste Incogulary bursts are seen oxuonding
into the areas of the STETTNIR Railway Traffic Center, the -
‘torpedo components works of BERLINER MASCHINENBAU A,G. and
the carburetor and eloc? rlc fuel pump works of PASSAS—
APPARATE G.rmebel

he Approximately 100 HoE, burSus arc seen blanketing tho village
of HOJE&SCJON&AUSEN four miles Rast, with three probable hits
on the rall line passing through the village. Another 100
bursts extend into nearby opon fieldss. Incendiary clustors
are visible falling ia thls 3OIG areu.
. 1a Over 30 HeE. bursts in reolaonulal areas three males uast~
Hortheastae .

Je A small cluster of§1ncend1allo is secn on  stores tJﬁO bulld-
ings beside a rall‘ ine three miles Southsast

ks Approximately 100 HeE, bursts in a sgarsely bullt-up area just.
East of the village of FALXELBERG, miles East-Northeaste

lea At least 20 H.E. b,rsms in a ros1dent1a1,area 4-3/4 riles
Northeasts

Ne An undetermlnud number of d,h. bursts in a residential area
2-3/4 miles Southeaste _ L
ne An unknown number of JeEe bursts in a bullt -up area {ive miles
4 Eas'b.

0a An undetermlned number of HeEe bursts in a lightly bulltuup
residential area 5% miles BasteSoutheaste

2+ SOUTHEAST .

ae Two concentratlons of both B, and I.Be bombs are scon burste
' ing deross the Northern third of the TEMPELIOF MARSHALLING
YARD and on adjacent heavily bullteup bu51nesq/re51donulql areas

The following hits can be plotted on the mershalling yard and
its facilities: (numbers refer to annOuatlons on targot illus=
tration)

Anhalter locomotive sheds (7) - bursts in the arca.
Potsdamer locomotive sheds (1l) = bursts in the areae
Carriage repair shops (6) - blanketod by bursts.

Anhalter goods sheds (8) .= burasts in the area.

Potsdamer goods ya}d (10) = &t least four hits on sidings,
Anhalter goods yard (9) ot least five hits on sidingse
Dresdener goods yard (12) = at least ten hits on sidingse

Metropolitan railway bridge = possibly one hite
(Over Potsdamer goods yard)

Road bridge over Anhalter rroods J“rd - two near hitse

ba A group of bursts is visible across rail lines at the Eastera
entrance to GORLITZER RAILVIAY STATION with one possible hit
on a rail over canal brldwe. ’

ce Two groups of I.B. bursts can be secen on the Northwest edge of
TEMPELTOF AIRDROME and adjoining built-up aroas starting firese

(The following distances and directions are measured from
the center of TEMPELHOF AIRDROIE):

da HeEe bursts of an undetverminced number are seen across The rail
junction at the Wost ond of tho RUMMELSBURG MARSHALLING YARD
approximately four miles Nor{theaste. Possible hits are seen on
the rail lines and several worlkshop type buildings adjacent to
the lines.

ca Fires arc seen in o built-up business/residential arca two
miles BHast-Northeaste

~ -
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" (e) BERLII/TEMPELHOF AIRFIELD
‘ ls Only the South and Southwes®t porlmeter is visible on smake and
oloud obscured photogreaphs, '
2e 1o aircraft ore visible,
8 lio statement on sorvicoabilitvy is possible,
(£) DERLIN/JOHANNISTHAL AIRFIEID
ls e airficld is covered on hazy photographs.
2e Pour possible alrcraft are visiulo as follows:
Iype. . South ‘side” Horth side
4 modium " 1 . 3
3 4 sirip along the Southwost cdge of the landing ground is
servicesble,
(v) ATTOZATED PRTIT: Fone to be issucde
(vi) BO.B PLOT : A bomb plot has been propa ‘ud cad will be distributede
(vii) PHOTOGRAPHS. RICEIVED | ,
SAV 34/708,709 18 MAR 1945. 1144A hrse 1/%0,700 (FoLe 7") 25,600t At
" 34/710° " 11424 " 1/27,900 (F. L 12") 27,9001 tpt
" 92/938,941 o 11164 " L/MO,ooo © 25,000t 'A’
" 94/1545m46. . M 11354 " 1/44,500 (F.L. 74) 26,0001
" 1609,11,12 " 11284 " 1/45,200 " 26,400t "
" 100/3435,37,39 M 11284 " 1/43,200 ®ooLE "
o 003/177 1776‘ Smeel 0 11094 M 1/47,000 . Mg "
L 1107A wu,;;/ZQ.aoQ #F.&@iﬁ; n
11214 " 1/46,200 (Fale 7 "
o lieaa ™ )/aa,500 0 M ®
Yo 11kaA " 1/25,400 (P "
“1l1ggA 42,000 . »

o v Vaseoo

et 22

A.C.l.u.
AEB/CS/PR

1155A-”" 1/40,100 (F, ’ "
11134 " L/zs,ooo,(F 26,0008 ¥
11074 ® 1/25;70@ 00 YW F U5, 700t LN
11074 " 1/42,800" (F.L, 7") 25,0008
n 585/11.30-1152 w0 11484 M ad,500 M 28,000% "
" 388/1068,1074 " 11534 " 1/44,100 W;‘_ 25,750t ®
- " 390/1509,10,12 " 1130A - " 1/s2,800 © % 25,0001 M
SR 39q/é00,52 33 W - 1110A " ;/45,700 n . 26,700% "
. % 390/854 U U lllaa % 1/26,700 (F.Le12") 26,7008 "
" 401/1225,1225 " 11208 ¥ 1/46,200 (F. L. 7") 27,000t
" 247/1108.10,12 " Cdidsa " 1/24,500 ) '26,000% Dt
443/1510 N 12214 " 1/58,600 "" 22,500t
L 452/1080,1082 " 12004 ™ ;/43,500 R 26,5001 148
" A57/1057,10860 " ©.1l22a % 1/42,800 M 25,000t
o 45T/1062 0 - 11224 " 1/25,000 (F.L.12") 25,000t "
S " 4586/10631065 " 1206 " 1/54,400 (F.L. 7") 20,000% 1Ct
- M 486/985,87,90 " 11404 ™ 1/43,500 " 25,500t 14t
C®487/947,948 " 11424 " L/éB,OOO . " 28,000t 1Bt
n ﬂ87/940 " 11404 " 1/25,700 (F.L.12") 26,700t tit
" - 290/314,815 " Unknown  1/48,200 (F.L. 7") 27,000¢ 1C?
Y " 493/787,789 n 11454 ™ 1/43,500 25,500t 14t
SAQ KOD)~l5 " Unlmvion 0311quo(F L 6-q/8")21 700 M
n 96/29 - 1] n 26 OO' 11
i) 100/77'79 n it 1 n 25 5007 n .
1" 226/259 n ft i rn 22’0001 n
1t 4:58/268 " n 1 " 21"8001 1
" 486/500m371 " " " " 25,0.01 M
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