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— 1371 COMBAT BOMB VING (1)
AP0 559
Date 17 March 1945
13 CB.’H Fo 72 ’
13 CBW OPS 297
3 &AD FO 612

SUBJECT: Tactical Report (RUIILAND AND PLAUEN, GUHRUANY)

To ¢ Gl :Déuclg— 7“5'4551

1, Information Concerning the Targets: a. The primary target (visusal)
for 13A & B was the Contsct Oven Houses in the center of the Synthetic
01l Plent situeted 2 miles NNE of Ruhland, Germanye. That for 13C

was the VWater Gas Plent in the Ruhland Synthetlc %il Plant,

b, The secondary target for each Group was the same, as the primary.,
H2X technique was to be employed in the event of the primary tasrzet
being overcast.

: 6o The Tertiary target (visual) for 134 & B _wus the Pattern Shop
and Foundry in the Vomag Maschinenfabrik A.G., 1} mlles Si of Plauen,
fermany, Thet for 13C wes the Spinning Mill in the Sachsische Zellwolle
i ey 1% miles SV of Plauen, Germeny. ' ]

do The Tertiary target (H2X) for all Groups was the center of
"lauen, Germany., - | |

2o Narrative of the Attacks

£. 13 A Group =~ 95A. E, C Squedronsg

(1) Navigatlon: (a) Agsembly: The three Squadrons of 134
&ode o normal teke off, and essembled over Bunciher 23 at 7000%., At ]
Jelixetowe, 13A was cubt off amd forced to move out of the Ving sssembly. |
Co:seel2ently, 13A was 1 minutes late at this point. 134 was forced - P
to cut short CP 1 because the Division lesder announced that it would
be 1 uiinute eerly, &nd depurted CP 1 5 miles south, 1 minute early -
at 70059, : ) |

(b) Route: The briefed route was rollowed across the
chenneie The Continentel Cowst was crossed at CP 2 4 minutes early,
cltitude 10000', Mo difficulty was encountered until adbout 05001 when
£oG=. ned reported high cirrus oclouds ahesd, Shortly thereafter, 13A
ren into the clouds and wes unable to maintain visual contsct with ths
winn shewd or the Groups within the Wing. VHF contact was maintained,
hovcover, and by staying at the same altitude as the Wins eshead, 13A
¢i¢ not overrun or have any serious difficulty. CP 3 wes rcached at
1900¢* on course, 8 mlnutes early., 13A broke out of the clouds at
22000 gt 5055=1234, and turned on a northerly hesding to the I're-ID.
At thie point, & Group from lst Division was belovw them and on course
te the left, The course wcs paralleled to the IP 6-8 miles right., The #
IP wae i de good and & Group LRX run was started on the secondary :
tsr-ct. D/P contralls on the bomb run casused the Jguadrons to lose
visesl contect with each other, and individusl runs were made, The QWP
ves moda 7ood by ¢uch Squadron, and the briefed route was followed
snd resssembly wae effected at approximetely 1200E; Lnroute to CP 4,
¢ wind +hift wee encountered, and & correctlon wus mcde to course from
5 mil=c south of course near Frankfurt. CP L was made good 9 minutep
eorly =t 19000'. The briefed course was closely folloved to the -
Suntinsital Coast, wilch was orossed on course, cltitude 50009, The
Lnellas Soest was recrossed et Southwold, altitude 16009,

. (c) weather:' A 10/10 strcta=-cuaulus leyer preveiled over
the bue. areas during assembly, Tops of the layer was reported to be,
6000', 4 10/10 layer wus encountered oyer_the major.part of 'the rou



At O600BE, a nigh olrrus luyer was encountered during the climb to

bombing sltitude, tops of which was repcrted to be at 22500°, Tais layer
extended toc O900E arnd then broke off., At approximately 1200E, another
cirrus luyer was encountered with tops at 26500Y, Heavy persiatent
contralls made visibility and visual contsot difficult, &nd geve Groups
some trouble with prop wesh es they attempted to echelon properly.

(a) Navigatlonul,Difficultiesz Adverse weather and D/P
contrails were the only navigational difficulties encountered.

(e) PFF Narrative: Four PFF A/C were dispatched. All meta
operated satlsfactorlly for navigation and bombing, H2X technique was
employed to attack the secondasry target,

(2) Bombing:

(a) _95C Squadron:  (8210)
‘ _lo AIO Iot ° Wr ight

N Lt. Hadlock
P Lt. Brown AN
CP B Lt., Waters
R/N 1Lt. Urankar
2. A/C Attacking: Bombs D;oppod
a, Secondary 12 232x250 LB GP
Returning 1 20x250 LB GP

b, Bombing Altitade: 23000° True, 23000° Brigfed
8o Time of Relesse: 12043

3o Run~in from IP to Target: After the maneuver at
the IP, the R/N took over and proceeded to set up oourse, T/N
The R/N plicked up the tarzot in the scope at 35 miles, The bombardier
was cluteched in at 10 miles, and subsequent raute checks of 9, 8, 7, and
6 miles were good. The k/N mede two small course corrections on the
approach to the target., Iombs were released on a true heading of
092 degrees. C-1 Auto-Pilot was used on the bomb run,

Lo PI Report: Photos show 10/10 clouds.

5. Bombing Melfunctions: A/C 8676 (returaning apsre)
returned 20x250 GP to the base,

(b) 95A Squsdron: (8782)

1. AL Maj}, Frankosky N Lt. Ballatore
P Capt. Gillen AN Lt. Rohn '
cP B Lt. Lytle
R/N Lt. Dement
2, A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
8, Secondary 12 224,x250 LB CGP

b Bombing Altitude: 24,000° True, 23000° Eriefed
8. Time of Release: 1205

o Run-in from IP to Tarzet: After the maneuver at the
IF, which was made good, the R/N took over and proceeded to set up ocourse,

COERIDENIILIAL
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The R/N. pioked up the secondary target ' in bho acope at 35 miles. The
bombardier was clutched in at 10 miles, and subseguent rate checka of

9, 8, 7, 6, and 5 miles were made, Bombs were released on a true heading
of 1ge dpgrees . Bqnb run was flown by PDI as C-l AutouPilot was inoye
erat ”a

! 59 PI Rnparto ‘photos show 10/10 olqudso
5 Bombing !alfunctionas None.
{e) 95B Sgpadrons (8230)

;iﬂiggf AL Capt. Ienkins N It. Fryer
o P L$, Abwender AN
or : B Lt Spinnenweber

, 1 | - R/N. Lt. Baldie
2. 4/C Attacking: "~ Bombs Dropped
a, Secondary 13 252#250 1B GP j
b. Bombing Altitudqz 255000 mea:ow Briefed

head ot egreas, the ﬂxlewn* 4 " o :cupq &

35 nilas, and pruceodqi to set 38, The. b "'burdtar was oclutched
in at 1) miles, and aubie\' ’ ~A?“’xm ol 9, 8 6, and 5 miles
woere made, Bombs were rinnlly rolaaacd on a truo ﬁoaﬁing of 108 dosroonn

C=1 Autourilat was used on the ‘bomb runm.

‘5@ PX Report: Photos ahaw110/10 olouds.
2 Bombing Malfunotions: None.
13 B Group - 390A9 B? crgquadronso

o {1). navigatians {a) Assembly: The three Squadrons of IBQ
nndc a normal take off and assembled over Buncher 1] at 8000°, -
“was alad cut but at Felixstowe, but was in trell of 13A at'CP 1, which
wag dopartod 8 milen aauth, on time, altituda 79000 ,

2

| (b) Routes The route wes followed agroas the channal‘ta
GP 2, which was reached § minutes earl ultituda 12000°, CP 3 was
- made gobd 7 minutes early, altitude 20 Enroute to the turn hefore
the Pre«IP, 13B was 12 axiut ‘Worth it*¢narlp a2t 5051+1107. A cerrection

was made to sourse, and the turn to the Pre-IF waes made good. ZEnroute
to th&ﬁt? 13B wus 6-8 miles right of course b»acuza of an unidentiried
Group to 1ts left. The IP was gvarshot by 190A &3 7 miles to the
X» bocnuno of this unidentified Group bcg»ffhcza- ‘thems 3900 turned
‘at the briefed IP, and individusl H2X runs weye made on ‘the seopndary
target; 13B was reassembled at the RP, and Tollewed the driefed route
%o 4, which was made gvod 2 minutes eerly, altitude 20000°; The -
Gantin.ntal Coaat was departed on course at 15 ‘altitude 25909 The
English Qoast was réorcssed at Southwold, altitude 115000, ,

(¢) Weather: Seme as 13A,
() 'Navigational Difficulties: None.
(e) PFF Nerratives Three FFF A/C were dilpatohodo A1l

sets operated satisfactorily for navigation and bombing.. azx teochnigue
was empleyed to attack the secondary target. ig

(2) Bombing:

; % g .

() 3900 squeagen: (837) - . -
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_ were relsased on & trus heading or

P -Lts Goolsby - AW

) S ' B Lt. Florman
o | R/N 1lt. Sternberg
20 A[O Attacking: { Bombs Dropped
a, Secondary 12 14,0x500 GP
Jettisoning 1 , 12x500 ar

bo Bonhing Altltude~ “25600° True, 23000° Brietod

{f,g; Time of Rolease- 1208

. 35 Ran-in from IP to Target: After the maneuver et
the Ir which was Sut short ebout 14 miles, the R/N took over and
rmocc&od to sst up ocourse, The R/N pioked up the secondary target
the scops at 40 miles, The bomberdier was clutched in at 11 miles -
..and subsequent rate checks of 10, 8, 7, 6, and 5 milea were good. Bombs
680 dogrua° C=1 Auto~-Pilot was
naad on ‘the bomd run.

@ , &5 PI Rnportz Photos ahow 10/10 clouds.

Bambins lllrunationna A/C 390: Jettisoned 12x
509 B ap at 501&30 : , \ ‘

Pl 3904 gamdronz L&)

‘xg;“wubath

: ‘ lov AL e&’ta mk" ,‘ : I
R 4 xitv Tﬁﬁy ' AN Iﬁo mm‘w
'“_ | -~ 7 B/N Lt. Rodbinsen S
2, A/BJAtﬁuékingg:\  S - ‘7 Banha Droppod
" a. Becondery 12 140X500 LB GP
,p_o 'Bombing Altitudes 26200° True, 23000* Briefed
_Time of Release: 1212 - - -

‘20 Run~in from IP to Terget: After the maneuver at

£ the IF, Whioch was Gvershort 7 miles, the R/N took over and procesded

. to set up course, The secondary target was picked up in the scope

L at 20 miles. The bombardier wes eclutshed in at 12 miles and subseguent
 rate checks of 11,,10, 9
| were relessed on a true hes
;aaod on the bunh ran. ﬁv,;aﬁ

8, 7, and 6 miles wers very good., Boabs:
esding m‘ 125 w,..o e»:. Aato-rmt was

ks PX Raport: Thotes show 1@/19 as,m.o B

& mm mtuu: lonco
(o) 3908 Squsdzoms (660) R
»1., AL Gapt. Hows X Lt. Stevens
B It Bambite AW T
a’ B Lt. Guekes
» F | R/N Lt. Oreves
—‘go‘ A/BQAQ;ackings “'Begbs Dropped
' 'a. Sscondery 13 14,0x250 LB GP
, | . SXWG 3h
5xT 334
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,.29' B@mhing,ﬁlt;tudqx 287000 Truo, 23000° Briotid
¢ 8o Time of Release: 121 |

20 Run~in from IP to Target: After naneuvur at the

>, the R/N teock o¥er and procesded to set up osurse, The target was
deked yp in the soops at milea, The bombardier wag olutehed in at
0 nilea and subsequent rate checks of 9, 8, and 7 miles wers made,
-~ The -8 miies cheok was slow and required an adjustment, Bombs were

released on a true hcading nt lké dogrooao C-1 Autan?iltt‘nat used on
the bemd Fun, 3 | | |
g b rﬁf, :

ko PI Rtpﬁrt: Phehoi show :Lo/xo anuaﬂc
. 20 Bnmbing Hulrnnetiana, !bnob_ )
. 8owl3 C G'roup - mm, 3 oY,

(1) Nivigationz {
mal take off and olimb t& ai
interference with clouds «a
the Groups in the Wing ¢
wes assembled over Buncher

haee 8quadrnna nade a nore
Pjosuse igqpnlaible : :

Ning Leeder requested
‘briefed. - The Group
tembly at r:;ixatowo -

- was somewhat h&q;oxcd by - h: mad P own
approash from the East m F;“W whigh W ”j“qhing |
from the 8B, 130 was ; "Batiel ‘il ‘shors in spder to x
remain in the Wiz «““~iah ﬁoant was arunlnﬁ&;;aﬂl&a South
.of cr 1y alxia‘; fﬂ@ls, one minute sarly.. .

130 had to 8 nlightly over the chann0l 1n
ardcr t» gnin prapcr‘ﬂroup interval behind 13B, CP 2 was crossed on
aourse at 0944, 6 minutes early, altitude 105009, '13C was foreced

to remain 8 of osurse over the éontinent in erder to remain in the

" bomber stream. At 0600B, where a high cirrus layer was enscountered,

7. leader el
. OQ0UXrEe.-

130 temporarily lost #1aual contact with 13B, but aoon made contact
with them again at 5007«0700 where the Group breke thru the undersast

at 23000%; 13C negotiated the flak corridor over the fremt lines witheut:
ingident and continued to follow 13B, Several deviatiant from oonrac
were n'u-laary in ordtx tc ‘schelon otr 138, , f

DR At 5@&3*1235. dirficulty with high airruc 1ayer cloudn
 was % .xyoricncndo This necessitated 130 leader te atart elimbing
in ox to keep out of the cloucs and D/P contrails formed by the

‘- proaeding Groups. Horizontel visibility became very poor because of
eontrails. In order to prevent interference with 13B at the IP 130
tn ta:u.m, slthough 13B was about 10 miles right of i
he 8 syershot approximately 8 miles to the NE. After )
turning, t&o R/R natitiad the Air Leader that because of poor renge. y
~the secsndary terget oould ndt be attacked, . The Air Loadnrzdgeiand %0
. attack tho IAIt rutart tursat of Plauen.

-

A aund»abaut course was nadg good naar Ruhlnnd to e

avoid &ntorrnring with units whioh were on the bomb appresch to Ruhlsnd,

13C converged into the briefed route at approximately 5050-1350, From

~ this point, 13C was having considerable d ficulty with 486 Group, which
was orowding it out of the bomber stream., The IP used for the -

was 50R8¢1306, The Squadrons peeled off at this point fer 1ndlvidunl

H2X runs on Plauen, Interference with 486 Graup was still evident on’'

the bomb run, but was alleviated somewhat when 13C reformed artcr bonbu

_away and flcw abreast the bomber stream.

At O700E, 130 broko up 1n thn alout ln:ar and r-turnod b
by 1ndividua1 Squadrons. . :

(e) Weathers Desoribed in 13Ao

\ N d) Dirriauiticnx Weather was main: airriculty on;ountaro(
. on mimstion. 1004 lead A/C had weak H2X escuinsent. 100B lead A/0

| -y
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‘ (e ) m xarxativaa ‘ﬁhru rrr e were ilmtohode 1008
' an@ 1000 sets pparated patianeterily tox nav. gutlon and “hmbinga 1004
- set operated with & limited. range of 30 miles:. Fhen 13C overshot
. "fhe  IP, the R{l ¢ 100A was unable to piek up the mecondary target

- the ‘radar soope, and the deoision wes made to attack the last
renort ta.rg,oto sz ttohnlqu way amployed on mm mstta FAEE :

AI. Ga:yto rgrbracho
i g} L’ﬁb Uarr&y

. B & /B Atcackings X ; Bnahl Drapy.d |
I.ut Resort Target 12 MSMI:B @ o
‘Bombing Alvitudes zusevfl’maa 33009 nruna
'rm nf wvmm 13%

G ';*“f"' .

%.;,;tﬂ i ;-1; hy R/léwu
te ' last resort target was
g, the R/N picked up
: “The bmbardicr ‘was clutaehed ;
4 Tate mml made at 68, 65, 63, 58, and .
At wea made et 68 degrees, after whioh
nmaury., When bomba mm relessed on &'
uynehmnization appeared to bo gqadg 0-1
‘B“ EMB runo . :

D . b I Report: Photos show 10/10 ax.m
m T Be Bombing nalfunctioms Honqp : '
| (b) -300B Sguadranx (696}

f mb:m 1e 4
- lttackﬂb P k P &o0

e

1o AL Maj, stzmru“} % «I.se Grom
B Lt.'Hutohinsen AN
cPp v Lﬁo ka

. B | 3}] I.to Otﬂ.rﬂi‘? .
i 2 A/C Attackingt . ' Bosbs Drepped
Lk . 8 last Resort aetY | 152:500 m -3
L . 2‘;, Boabing Altitude: 26225% 'I’rut. QBOG' Brioﬁi ‘

| So Time of Bohau: 13054 B

. 3. Run-in frem n to !‘uxgnt:
-af he R/X g:w:ﬁ up the | |
b t rau o A ambardier
. subseq - ~
i hulingn’:t 297 X {

R

e zsazzﬁsazl o
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(a) 1000A8quadrbnzg {8344)

/

i AL Capt. Liljenquist ¥ Lt. Cheney
P Lto lairord AR o o

" op B Lt, Ruth s

B | R/ Lt Pivonka | z
2. A/C Attackings ' Bomba Droppod f
a, fawt Resort 13 1522500 1B 6P

b, Bombing Altitude: 26000° True, 23000' Brlq:qd

8o Time of Releases 1306 C e
’ 3, Run=in fraa XP to Tergets atartins the attack
pn a ‘tiue heading of 278 degruot,\tha R/N ksd up the target in the
scope at L1 miles, end proceeded to set up cow fhtvbnn ardier -
was clutched i{n at 7 miles and i
.go0d, :Bombs were released on.
‘Ant9~?119t was nand on- tho

. ﬂijar lraﬁkaﬂki Iiﬂ tht 13th.W1ng

Communisatisng 00 wers rairo Weather difficulties caused
8 zreat dea after and .there was interference on all ehennels,
This interfe appears ts be unintentiocnal by Gnrnan redie equipanax
nﬁar,qnx' ,(;11!0.» . ,

S (2) Kndak A/C were oentaoted\ror uuathor satisraetorily |
'until target time after which no contacts were made. Other Wing Lpadnrl
were aontacted as required. 390 Group reported interference rrml '

- static on channel B whloh olaared arter oroasing the ﬂantinental

Coant . ! . PR

(3) Beth fighters and Ground Soctor contantqd Q&tiltacturilf
h:f 95 and 100 Groups. 396 Grou» had dit‘fioultxo L .

(a - No. diatrbna trahamiaaions vere rapartqdo Honitoru

, b e ,
"”””/@’statian wes tffnﬁvad uexl axcept for
: ' hgn.xgnqptian tgn weak, . :

orts} ecelved rran thﬁ three Squqdrana a:

ibing as "P B 5% - ;lsquadronn actually
4" ke, by H2X, The trrurt the Btrike Reports i
)y Nad® by , htso The 95B made the same mistake,  This .~
hes be ? brought to thpyuttintion of the Group cnnunnicatian; a:rlcarnn o

(3) Gontrol Pointss |
o | Pl CP2 CP3 TRGT CP z.
'rmings 0915 0946 1108 1204 1405
| AToh, 09k 0942 1037 1205 1357
(&) Strike Reportss b |

954 B B 5 1208

958 - PB 5 1205
1003 LBS5 1305 |
: _».%Jns 1307 _ |
,3991, BS5 1212 . -
98 pBS5 124, . -




. ml au the nmtivn nro ragguao

| 5.,,, rlgnning end Execution of the lliuiane \
- Group Order and stroagths |
‘1) b5 :A‘;;B? G Groupss

A/c aquxdrm.
o] Stgnadrml

b Af0 ana 0/0 Avallables

(2 w0  gE

22!122.’.1‘ Li-&



Ut a/a 66 c/c y
11 a8 ocfo'
e | MR 11A/6 56/ 0

e A/G semauud to Teke Offy . e
. Q1) 5 Pmsswmr
L. k2 100 33 Plus 3 PPT A N
o {3) 390 B PuadEr o

4; A/ Airborne: A1l s«nm@ A/a Airberne,

- Individual 4/C Misele
L4 ess

. LA[C 86765
.,11;‘0) - ¥o sm2

f3) | 390

’?

3 33&, Bq *@“» - Pﬁat Lt.o Vcrmillian -‘Sort-ho
: gx/c Attankins - 13 A Grouyz <o nmba Propped

. {1) Second B ro&zseme?’
2) - Ragm . BZ» ' staz.n

- - -L‘Z) ~ Method of Bonbs.m m Bt
| 3 _"'iffxcthna of Rolmns mar

] Alortodo L
., -;.Iaroc & emr of. w.msn 2) z.ru Kwur,

rma & Order of Groups & Wings (27’ &

P im rra 3 ADt
bo 1810 from 130Ws
’:'.'}‘ o 1330 fl‘ﬁl 3 Ans

b ai:.«ﬁ:ﬁc.ummr;ﬁ:hhsli;u,a.vnu.’.s...n V‘m‘ma {15
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THREE HUNDRED THIRTY SIXTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H) C=B-1
_OFFICE OF THE OPERATIONS OFFICER
' APO 559

17 March 19456

SUBJECTs Abortion of Aircraft No. 8676.

0 :+ COMMANDING OFFICER, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 559, U.S. Army.
(attention operations officer)

1. I took off in Airoraft No. 8676 at 0805 on mission of 17 March 1945.

2¢ On take off the fuel pressure on No. 3 engine went up to 25 lbs.
Booster pump was turned ofif but showed no drop in pressure. At 2,000 ft. I
leveled off dropped the R.P.}. on No. 3 engine down to 1500 and brought the
manifold pressure down to 20 . The fuel pressure dropped to 18 lbs. We
resumed our climb but after increasing the R.P.M. and manifold pressure the
fuel pressure went again to 25 lbs. We repeated the dropping of R.P.M. and
manifold pressure to bring the fuel pressure down. We made assembly altitude
and got in formation but could not stay with out using over boost on ohher
three engines. Rather than teke a chance on looseing tge egzine latgr and
making a fire hazard possible. I aborted at 0902 at 52° 60" N and 1 22  E.
I returned to the field. On the way back under reduced R.P.M. and manifold
pressure the fuel pressure on No. 3 went down to 18 Lbs. We tried once more
to ¢limb but the pressure started up again, Af‘ter instructions from the tower
we circled the field for two hours and landed at 1100 with our bombs.

lst. Lt. A. C.
Pilot

lst. Ind.
336th Bomb Sqdn., 95th Bomb Gp. (H), APO 659, U.8. Army, 17 March 1946.

TO + COMMANDING OFFICER, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 559, U.S. Army.
(attention operations officer)

1l T oonsider the action questionable.

2 I do not consider the high fuel pressure on one engine sufficient cause
for an abortion. However, the pilot was told to use his own judgement and has
shown in his report that to the best of his knowledge he did the right thing.

3 The aircraft was flown several hours later and proved all right,

4 For your information. ) /
Nl e

HAROLD F.
Capt. A. .
-Operations officer



336 BOMBARTMENT SQUADRON (H)
OFFICE OF THE ENGINEERING OFFICER
AAF 119 APO 559

17 March 1946

SUBJECT: Airplane Abortions.

TO ¢t Whom It May Concern,

1. Airplsne #43-38676 returned early from a combat missiom on
this date becsuse of a high reading (25psi) on number three fuel
pressure gage,

Ground check-~The engine was run up after landing end the
instrument showed 15«17psi with fuel boost pump both on and off,
The plane was test flown and the fuel pressure on number three

R OB LR E. mm.

Captain, Air Cerps,
Enginesring Officer.



HRADQUARTERS
NINETY~FIFTH BOMBARDMINT GROUP (E) .
Office of the Intelligence Officer

S

APO 569
17 March 1946 _

/
SUBJECT: Sw2 Report for the Mission to Ruhland, Germany, 17 March 1945,

T0 - ' Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 559, Us S¢ Armye

le The Mission: The 95th Group led the 13th Combat Group to attack the
_synthetic oil refinery at Ruhland, Germanys Despite the bad weather conditions
over the target all three squadrons bombed the secondary targest on H2Xe Major
Frankosky was the Wing Lesadere

8a $64 w» Ten'A/C plus two PFF A/C took off and formed the lead squadrone
All A/C bombed the secondary target on H2Xs

be 95B - Twelve A/C plus one PFF A/C took off and formed the high squadrone
A1l A/C vombed the secondary targete A/C 8283 is outstandinge

ce 95C = Twelve A/C plus.one PFF A/C took off and formed the low squadrone
Eleven A/C plus one PFF A/C ed the secondary targets One spare A/C, 8676,
turned back at 5205-0122 at 0902 hours because of meehanioal failuro, and’
returned bombs to bases

2. For further informtion reference is suggested to the Operatione.l
Narrative teletype of the Intelligence Sectione '

For the VI:rtelligenoe Sectiona-

Ki fony

- Fe¢ Xo PIERCE
Aste Lte, Air Corps
-Ass'te Sw2 Officer



HEADQUARTERS
NINKYY~FIFTH BOMBARDMINT GROUP (H)
0ffice of the Intelligence Officer

” APO 10
17 March 1945

SUBJECTs B-2 nopm for the Mission to Ruhland, Germany, 17 March 1948,
T0 . ’ cmng Ofﬁocr, Bm Bombar dment Group (H), APO 869, Vo 8. Arqy.

' l¢ The Missions The 96th Group led the 13th Combat Grnup to attack the
synthetis oil reflnery at Ruhland, Germsnye Despite thi bad weather conditions

aver thoe target sll three squadrons bombed the ucondary target on HZXe lajer
Frankosky was the Leadere

as 9E5A » Ten A/C plus two PFF A/C took off and formed the leo.d squadron,
A1) A/C bombed the secondary target on HZXe

be 95B - Twelvs 4/C plus aue PFF A/C took off &nd formed the high mquadrane
A1l a/c b"JESod the sesendary targets A/C 8283 is outstamding.

6e 95C = Twolve A/C plus one PFF A/C took off and formed tho low squddrome
Eleven Wiiun one PF? A/G bombed the sedondary targete One spare A/C, 8676,
turned bask at 5208-0123 at 0902 hours bacause of mechanitcal failure, and
raturned bombs o hase,

2+ Yor furthe information roference is luggutod to the Opantional
Narrative teletype of the Intelligemce Bectione

Fer the In‘bolligenu Sections

Fe Xo PIERCE
~ lste Lte, Alr Corps _
) : Asp'ty $=2 Officer
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$«2 OPLiATIONAL MARAATIVE 962H BOMB GROUP  RUHLANG, OBRMAWY 17 KiaGH lakbe

l¢ leaflsts: Boeane.

2, Bomd Rosultss -
ofl » Sooondary o HZL « hot prints cloud covered « target ldusntified
and B/¥ reports #PY his.
B S undreoa « sase a8 A sauadrone
€ Squadrea - Smms as A SRedron.

8. #/as TMone.

4o Flak:
Te Damags and Loasss:
984 RA (m rovts cubte
968 Hone
95C Nome (Fiual Keport)
Be COperstions:
le Nous
2¢ Nomw
8¢ Noms
Ce Amowmt, Agourasy, & Type of Fire:
le Targst e mengrse, fiuaccurate, Sraoking and barra,ce
de Target - mosre, instacurate, tracking aud barrsge.
s XHono
4e EOE7091% - Heugre, inmsgurate, barruge (wicountersd)e
50250888 = Meagre, inmcowrass, tracking (encountered)e
B HName.
De Fhauomaus: Hone,

e ligathors Target cbseured by hisch oirrus cloud and denae parsistent comtrails.
Ge Obaarvations: 1256 « 5084«114) « 100 barrage ballooms covering s luke.

Te Othar Informetien: Fighter support goods iespite very bad weather the trialed
sourses wgs Tlown Sxeept for the retura leg past Frankfurt when the droup drifted
five miles south of ogurse and observed tho Fraukfurt flake. iiwsther (see paragraph
B) mo limited visibility that aquadrons lost ome another an oamb rune
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1 SECRET :

HEADQUARTIRS LIGHTH AIR FORCE ~By Authority of :
ARF STATTON UL 1CoGe, Bighth Air Force:

AFO 634 ‘.Inltlalqu P

:Date 17 March 1915-5 :

-------------

INTOPS SUMILRY NO. 321

PERIOD: 0001 hours 17 March 1945 to 2400 hours 17 March 1945,

A, STATISTICD : o :
' . Total, Effective , Losses _
: Sorties _Scriies Tommege Claims L/A AA OT Totals NYR

Heavy Bomber Atks. 13k22 1275 3060..2 0-0-0 0 115 16 O

Fighter Bscort (a) 691 60 0 000 0 0 2 2 8

Fighter Sweeps(b) 86 9 O 000 0 0 0 0 0

Fighter Bombing 0 0 0 0-0-0 0 0 0 0 0

Photo Reconnaissance 1 11 0 0-0-0 0 0 0 0 0

Weather Recon. 42 36 0 0-0-0 0 0 1 1 0

hir/Sea Rescue 18 .18 0 0-0-0 0 0 0 0 o0

. Special Operations 72 ’ __é?__ 0 0-0-0 0 o o 0 0
Totals 2215 2128 k2 0-0-0 O 1 18 19 8

a) Includes 352nd Group bassd on Continent,.
b) Includes 361 Group based on Continent.

- B. QPERATIONAL SUMVARY - , \
L+ Bomber 4t cacKs
1322 a/c (976 B-17s, 346 B-24s) ®rom three Lir Divisions sortied in three
forces against Bohlen and Ruhland 3y:thotic 0il Plants and flak batteries
nearby, against a benzol plant and poiwsr station near Bohlen, a Jet engine
components plant N of Leipzig, tvo tank plants in Hamnovor area, and Munster
M/Y. Nine assigned primarics. 1275 a/c dropped 3464.2 tons (3122 6 tons GP,
1nclud1ng 140.2 tons Frag., and 341.6 tons IB) on five primarics, two sccondar-
ies, two other assigned ta-gets and soveral T/0s. 41l bombing on FFF, with
resules unobserved. Weather: 10/10 cloud over all tarsets; densc persistent
contrails and high cirrus encountered. 3/ opposition: mnil. One t/c Jet
believed Me-262, sightcd Plauen area - no attack, Claims: nil., Losses: 16
B-17s (1 to AL, 1 to accident, 14 to uniknown causes).

-1~
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_ : Fourteen group formations ( 5?7 B—l7 - 3rd-iir Division) sortied
agalnst Ruhland’ Synthetic 0il Plant, a flak battery nearby, and a jet engine
components plant at Muldenstein, 510 a/c dropped 14l4,7 tons (1281.7 tons GP,
incl., 96.6 tons Frag., 133.0 tons IB) on Ruliland (il Planty Bitterfeld I.G.
Farben Industries (sécondary, Pliuen/Vomag Tank Plant (last resort) and
several T/0s at 1201-1258 hours from 2.4,200-28,200 fiet. Bombing by H2X. .
Leaf‘lets dropped on Ruhland and Bitterfeld. Weather: 10/10 cloud over all
targets; densc persistent contrails, Flak: nil at Bittoerfold, meager to mod-
erate and inaccurdtc at Ruhland and Plauen, Battle damagc: 38 minor, 8 major.,
/i opposition: 1 t/e jet seen Plaucn area -'no attack. Claims: nil, Losses:
6 B-17s (1 to AL, 1 to accident, 4 to unknown causes). ‘

Fighter Support: TFive groups (280 P-5ls) sortied. Up 0901-0951 hours,
down 1520-1535 hours. 252 effective sortics. E/a opposition: one irade 234
scen at IP (Torgeu) flying parallel to bombor sbrcam, P-5ls chascd o/e but latter
evaded, Claims: nil., TLosses: 1 P-51 to mechanical fallure. NYR: 2 P-5ls,
belicved safe, o ‘

Dotails of bomber attack as Follows:

Assirned Targets " Borkics BFff, Sortics Tonmage  Results
. : GP IR - : .
Flak Btry. nr Ruhland 38 Did not attack ~ = T
Muldenstein 14 D:Ld not attack T
Ruhland Syn. 0il o 345 21 . 59403+ Unobserved,
Bitterfeld I.G., Faroen o -
Ind., (sec.) ' 138 . - 249,0 132,0 Unobserved

Plauen/Vomag Tank Plant (LR) | 125 350, 9++ Unobserved

Other Targets

Fulda (city) 19 46.5 Unobserved

Cottbus 11 33,0 - nobserve
3 T/0s. . — -3 8.0 l.:O :r;o SCrve
 Totals : 527 510 1281.7 133,0

+ Includes 35.1 Frage. l a coe
_#+ Includes 61,5 Frag. o :



C e e,

‘Harmnover-Linden Tenk Plant 8 Did not attack

. w— - - —

 Fighter Sup’pc)rt:‘ &/c from threc groups (128 P-51s) sortied. Up
1209-1223 hours, down 1630~1640°hours, 122 citsetive sortics. E/a opposition:
nil. -Claims: nil. Losscs: nil. NYR: nil. . o

tails of bomber attack as follows:.

Ass.ign;zd Targe’cs : . Sortics’ Iff, Sorties . _’?omxagp _Results
Munster MA , 173 170 343,83 76,5 Unobserved
Hannover-Hannomag Tank Plant 83 W6 - 257.2 90,0 Unobserved

Qther Térgct s:

Herford(City | 9 25,5 Unobserved

W P

Totals M 346 325  666.5 16645

2. PFighter Zscort

L/c from thirteen groups, including one group bascd on Continent,
(691 P-51s) sorticd in support of threc bomber forces,, -Up 0901-1223 hours,
dovm 1500-164Q hours, 640 erfeetive sorties. B/a opposition: one ir-234
seen over Torgau, was chascd but evaded into undercast. - Claims: nil, ILossed:
2 P-51s (to mechanical causcs). YR: 8 P=5ls =~ 2 known safc, 6 believed safe:
on Continent, o

3¢ Fightor Sweops

h/c from two groups-(86 P-51s, including 57 P-51s from 36lst Group,
based on Contincnt) sorticd on frec-lance patrol of Dessau area and of Brunswick,
Steinhuder Lake and Dummér Iake arcas. Up 0953-1213 hours, down 1440-1633 hours.
79 effcective sortics. 3/a opposition: WNil, 2 u/i jots scen N of Ieipzig -
no attacks. Cleims: nil. ZLosscs; nil., {1 P-51.Cat, "2"),

Le TFightor Bombing

Nil.

e e —— —
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5 Photo Reconnsissance -

W a/c ( 2 #5s, 1 Spitfire, 11 P-5ls as cscort) sortied as follows:

" 2 a/c (1 F-5, with 1 P-51 as cscort) on photo mapping mission over
Frankfurt-ificsbaden arca. P-51 roturncd carly,
12 a/c (1 F-5, 1 Spitfire, with 10 P-51s as escort) on D/L over
Gutersloh, Bitterfeld, Ruhland, Hannover, Munster arcas and reconneissance
over Kothen area (I‘-BS 4ilso D/i over Leipzig, Ohrdruf, Bretingen, Bohlen and
Molbis areas, and activity reconnaismance over Iutzkendorf » r/c.rseburg and Moblis.
2 P-51s aborted, Total cifective sortiecs: 11, o

Losses: nil.

6. Woather Reconnaissance )

L2 a/c (5 B-17s,. 5 Moé@ui‘boev, 32 P—51s) .sortied\ as follows:

2 B=17s on hcavy wrcatmr reconn::.:sanco over seca to NW of Lands ﬁ‘nd.
1 B~17 missing, cause unknown, .
3 B=17s on routine Azores rocoxma:.ssance. 1a/c abOrted due to
mechanical failure,
: 5 Mosquitoes on light wmt or reconhaissance over Hcﬁlland M, B and
Central Germany, Belgium and the [tlantic, :
32 P-51s as weather scouts for bomber forc,es. 28 a/o‘ effective.

- Total effectlve ‘sorties: 36,
Losses: 1 B=17 missing, cousc unknovm.

7. Lir/Sea Rescue

18 a/c (16 P-47s, 2 PEYs) on routine scarch and petrol.
No losses.

8. Special Operations

72 a/c (54 B-2hs, 10 losquitocs, 7 B—l?s , 1 P=-33) sorticd as follows:

22 B-24s on spccial dropping operation, 20 a/c.completed missions -
nn.ght 16/17 March.

12 B-24s on leaflet mission over Germany, Hollend and France - night
16/17 March, All successful,

L a/c (6 B-24s, 8 Mc,bqudco >s) on chaff dispensing missions for 1st and
2nd Air Divisions.

1y a/c (13 B-24s, 1 P-~38) on ROV, Jemmihg from 0600-1300 hours,

3a/c (2 B-17s, 1 B—Zh) as r( dio relays. ‘

5 B-178 on radar mission. 1 a/c roturncd carly. &4 a/c took radar scope
photos of wvarious bomb runs on lLugsburg, Munich and Stuttgart~night 16/17 March,

2 Mosquitoes on special operation for 2ud Air Division,

No losses.

o
15
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C. INTELLIGENCE

le Enemy Air Opposition

. The GAF put up no opposition -and sightings only total L jet a/c,
The First Force hombers sighted a jet a/c, thought to be an Me~262 in the
Plaueth area at-1259“and one group of P-Sls escorting this Forée sighted an
AR 23l flying at 22,000 feet below and parallel to the bomber stream near
Torgau at 1150 hours. "When chased latter e/a rolled over and dived into
the undercast. - Another group of P=Sls. syeeping ahead of the First Force
sighted 2 u/i jets at 1150 ‘the Ieipzig area flying at 27 000 feet but werej
unable to engage. '

'1"’ : . . L .
4 v - ’

* Weathér over Germany'was generally 9/10-10/10, base 1, 000-2 000 and
tops 8,000-10,000 rising in some cases to 15,000 feet. Above thia there was
layered cloud up to 20,000-25,000 feet, There were also moderate rime
icing conditions in the low cloud, o Bl R

2, Flak:

Munster - meager to moderste, inaccurates
Hannover - nil to moderate,” iraccurate,’
Molbis - meager to moderate;, inaccurate.
Bohlen - meageér to moderate, inaccurate.
Jena - meager, inaccurate.

Erfurt - meager, inaccutate,

Frankfurt area ~ meager; fairly accurate...
Wiesbaden area - meager, falrly accura+e., :
Bitterfeld - nil o
Ruhland - meager %o moderabe, fnaccurate, -
Plauven - meager to moderate, inaccurate,

3e ,Observations

Nil, due to 10/10 undercast.

Le Damage o Fnemy;Installat1ons

’ 10/10 cloud over all targets makeq damage assessment impossible.

'S Oround Situation

S

21st Army Group : 'Patrol‘activity continues,

12th Army Group $. At the northern end' of the Remagen bridgehead
- ’ IR ~ an attack by U.S. infantry was opened at
0600 hourse By 0930 hours they met ‘heavy
artillety firé at F 7128 after crossing auto-
"bahn at that point, Enemy tanks were engaged
at 6933, F 7031 - 6832 also reached.

e - - —
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CRET |
Honningen has been cleared, Hausen, I 7616,
captured and a bridge at’ F 7716" taken 1ntact.f

Our troops are at Strodt, F7322, and

Vittelschoss, where artlllerv fire wns en~
countered; other elements at 7226 and 7227.
At 1500 hours“the rail bridge at Remagen fell
ir*o the river due to weakening from previous
attackss Elements of the Third U.S. Army are
in the outskirts of Coblenz. The Rhine has
been rcached at Boppard, at 1 9278 and at
Weiler; 9277, DBlankenrath, 6959, and Panz-
weiler, 6958, have heen cleared and troops
have reached 7158, A bridge at M 0132 has -~
been captured and elements are at Hollgarten,

Hochslattern, Furfeld and Hockenheim, Area of

bridgehead over Nahe river is being consoli-
dated. Southeast of Trier infentry have
captured’ Bochum, Q 2598, and have entered
Broidorf, Q 2397.

Seventh U.S. Army troops have advanced ifito
the, outer defenses of the Siegfried Line,
finding thém 1ightly helds - The line @ 5b7l
5771, 5969, 6371, 6665, 6867, Hornbach,

7760 reached, Camp de Bitche was captured.
Q 83);7 reached against a withdrawing efemy.
Our troops in outskirts of Niederbronn, but
are held'up by blown bridge vieinity of
Gunstett. Only light contact reported north
of Hagenau.

—— wen Mpma  Swm  Nave
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First U s, TodoFs

*nght 16/17 Varch

N1

'\Day - 17,Marchv,

Sorties s 20 Boﬂbers (abortxve)
» . h3h Fighters
Lsl a/e
Missions :_,thd Bomb'W;*g 20 a/c abortiVP

12th - 7,4,01 L1g eortles. Lk Effcctlve. Air
Cooperatlon missiong Corms Centers and- -strong
points dive~bombed; Armed Recon. in Saarbrucken,
Ka:serslautern, Heidelberg, Iandau areass Recon.'

. 1st French T.A.G: 19vsorties.‘ Grelsshelm and
. Nerdiegen d;ve-bo@bedfeffectively.

Westerm Freneh Awr Force: No operations due to

'weather 5 ‘ - T
“E/A Claims s Wil
‘Other Claiméyw'\ 2. Destroyed  Damaged
RR Cars , : 62 | 31
M/T | LB 13 .
Tocos ’ o 0 9
ARV L i
CHDV N h
B Cun Positions 0 6
Rail Cuts 5 0
Iosses': : 3 a/c

Second T.A.F{. 4”/,

Night 16/17 March

’

‘2h Armed Reeon, (Oldenburg, Osnabruck  Hamm areas)
710 ‘Interception Patrols

3L a/~ -

.

Sorties’

\

R T

— e e . opme e



E/A Cla::ms ;
e ~ii

%her Clai‘ms
. Losses' oo

Day = 17 March .

' 75‘ Medium Bombers

g -} Light Bombers -

sertiss

, i : ; } 1y Fighter—Bombers i
R S 198 Fighter Qperations ,
‘; ! "

SR

) /A Claims |

‘ii{"lfissi‘o'n_ Ll ‘RR"Cen;ter, Bergsteinﬁxrt RR Cen’oer,“" “

Other Claims ; . L

’ o : ' 7

‘\~ ) pontw RR ‘CQ«I‘S— . R ’ to )
B 0
S S 0
p

. - . Ferry Qoats
-«:}IDSSGS DTS 6 a/c |
Reh -F Flghter Commond - = LA

Nigh-{-, - 16/17 March o R ? | R \  RS

o §‘: :

'\S or’cies

Rl

-21 Borber Supporb over W Germany
- 13 Interception Patrol ”

| /A Claims s 'o*.o.l Air; 0!4-0”1 Ground

rl'osses Lo ‘Nll /'

T ew

i
’

3l a/‘c L -

R
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. Fifteenth Air Force (continued) T ARSI PTE I O
J - : - o v - O ‘ K

‘mv-lﬁlMamh .

R 103 P-BBS sortied aga:mst PTUJ ra11 xbridge. 93 P-BBS at’cacked as
followss . 52 P-38s—dropped Li3 tons-of 500 and 1000°1b, RDX bombs on primary-
dive-bombing from 6000-500 feet., -2l P~38s d¥opped 17.tons oh KLINCA-SELO /Y
SW. of Zagrebsy 17 PHBSS dropped; 15 tons on ZAGREB rail ‘bridge, 5. P»BBS dropped
3 tons on SISAK rail bridge’ a.nd ‘M/Y’ ‘ Resﬁlﬁs good to exqeliben 3 No 1osses,

5 Narrativef I’o‘st attaﬁ» ¥ PECo ai%

”P‘cuj raiT ‘bridge in “two: places and stru
cut An north approach, . Rail ‘bridge/eye
damage to. nearby M/Y, Fifteenth Aiw
.missmn 1s one of most outstanding d‘ )

'ered" 30 foqt gap ;
o\l ‘b a.nd extemsive

¢ o — o

3. E A, F. Bomber Commmd 2
L 'ZYIancasters e ‘ Ermamid=0n :
S S Benzol Plant
.99 Iancasters : ,Huls-Augus’d Viktortta Benz:yl S
. - Plant . SR
1 Mosqulto ‘Weather Reconnaissance S O R
‘ « { A -
168 a/c . , )
| Night - 17/18 Yarch ' | S |
.‘ 38 Mpsqu.itoes. " Berlin ‘ 0‘\'
29 Mosquitoes © Tirnberg S0
-2 Mosquitoes = =~ Mannheim & Stut’rgart 0
. 66 lancasters i« 'Diversionary Sweeps Q7
.30 Halifdxes : R e
1 Fortress . - R
1 Llherator : . R R
T 15 ]S;Iosqu:n,toes i Bomber Support | B
1 Mosquito -Speclal Investigatlon PatroJ_ SO
1 Halifax 3 , _ .0
Whafe -
) \ ""{Q O
Vi
. SEGCEET . .
v . ‘
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282 3-293 af:ta:;ked Uroan industrdial aress b@ Tbk:yo ‘w:lth incendiaries,.
nnd 17 B-293 boumbed T/0ts,  Bomb load ranged from 1.2 to 7 tons with 3
" squadrens. carrying ¥47 IB's and balance of Squadrons loaded with -EL6 and: E28
4ncendiary clusters, Bombing wds accomplished at night by both visual and :
" radar methods from altitudes of 5 to 9,000 feet and by individual &/c. ,
fl/lOm?/ 10 ¢loud over target; : Figh*ter oppos ition was glight and not- agaressive,;

Light and heav:,r caliber AAr
Ancocurate, | Results of ¢ atiack
. destrdyed.. 3 '8/ we:

Di‘tched crews were

engountered was meager to intense and generally
: e{'@cellent with 16,7 square miles of city
*harget, h ditched and S are missing. Lo

; ‘ 1‘! 15

“ 8l B~29§ atza:é
- and radar means” from &1t
5S¢l to 7 tons pér ale
‘loadéd with' M69 indendi
feet, top LOOO and: z/m oot

g of Nagoya at night by bo‘bh visual T
5009000 f8ets  Bor® load ranged from:
jed M7 iricendiaries and. rémainder were,
rget yreather was 1/10 cuwimlus, base 2500 -
asé 8000 and top 10,000, Visibility .
‘reduced die to smoke an haze., “'iy‘and redium LA fire encountered was
- medger. to intense and gen igaccuiate, Fire was ccmtinuously pointed and
_predicted. 10 phosphorous bomb# ‘with streamers 4nd green bursts were observed,.
 Results of mission were good with-@ nnmximately i7 million square feet burned
throughout the city. Many industvml targets destrovcd or damaged ‘One afec
Lmiss:mg on thls mission, - : Lo

£y

13_/1& March 19hf5 OSAKA TR ‘i

o - 2?5 B-295 attacked ur’ban indnstrial ared of Osaka from altitudes of
5000-9600 feeét by both radar and yisual methods. 5 a/c bombed targets other
than primery. 9 PFF a/c carried Mi7 I,B.'s bombs tut main force was loaded
with M69ts. Target weather was 5/10 stratocumlus, and 6/10 altostratus with
_visibility at 10 miles, Enemy fighters encountered numbered 30 to 4O s/e and +
t/e a/c in Osaka area, which made about 25 to 30 attacks, most of which were
Inéffective, with one possible ramming reported, E/a Claimss 1-O0-0, Medium
to heavy AA fire encountered was meager to moderate and generally inaccurate. “
. Some phosphorous bomb bursts were observed.,. Results of bombing were good to
excellent with fires in target area visible for 60 miles. Reports indicate
wide conflagration concentration in center of city. Not confirfed but highly.
. probable is complete destruc’cion of Osaka Arsenal. 1 B~29 is missing from -
this dperatlon. v , R :

;
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