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 HEADQUARTERS
*13TH GGMBAT BOMB WING rﬁ)
“APO 559

Date.l5 March 1945
13 CBW 0 70
13 CBW Ops 296
3 AD FO 5610

hl'SUEfEOTs Tactical Report (ORAnIENBURG, GEEHANY)

0 (:Zé?.l:zfz‘qé( gu;”’f.dﬁ:-44£/ébf:j;g

1, Infarmati»n Concern ﬁﬁcA!trgotx 8. The priﬁary target (visual)
rofm 31% Groupxx was the Ra way M/Y in the 8 wm:- of ommmm
GE ‘ | ;LR

" bo 'The dooondary %.ﬁ (viaual enly) ror all Gronpl was the
~Durener Hotalworkq, litua ﬁd,s miles NW of thb centcr of, BERLIN, GERMANY,

e, ThoAtozﬁilty turg (HRI) for all Graupa was an Armament raotory
situated 5 m{les NN of the seter of BERLIN, GERMANY,

d, The suggested: qltcznatc tertiary targot (viaually or x) for
all Groups, was one of the Libanbtivo ‘Dapets in the Rlilway'n Y near
i WITTENBERGE, GERMARY, , , )

2, Narrative of tho Attack:
g, 13 A Group (100 A, B, C Squadrons)

\ (1) Navigation: (a) Aasnmbly: The three Squadrona of 134,
made a normal take-off and assembled quickly over Bunscher 28 at 3000°,
Baroute to Feiixstowe, 13B was in trail, and a good Wing assembly was
‘effected 1 minute sarly. 13A orossed over Buncher 1l enroute to South-
w0ld but was forced to swing north of CPl to miss 93D, which was late,

CPl was departed 1 minute late at 50009, 6 miles north.

(b) Routes 13A was 4 - 6 miles north of oourse while
oroaaing the North 8ea, but reached CP2 on course 1l minute early,
altitude 12500°'. The briefed route was closely followed to CP3, which
was reached 2 minutes early, altitude 19000°. The turning point before
the pre~IP was overshot slightly to the east in order to echelon to the
left and to pick up a good interval for a visusl run on the primary. ‘
~ The pre~-IP was out sghort 2 miles to the north. The IP weas made good
and individual visuel runs were started on the grimary target. After
- bombs away, 100 A and B were quickly reassembled at the RP, and 100C
‘rejoined them soon on the next leg, 100A attacked the alternate last
resort target, Bince it had not been able to attack the primary. .
bombs away & right turn wes made to return to the bomber stream. |
route ocut was eas briefed to CP4, whioch was reached 2 minutes earl¥y
altitude 18000°, The Dummer Lake flak corridor was made.goed. uﬁ“‘tu
Continent Coast was departed on ocourse at 1711, altitude 16000’
English Coast was recrossed at S»utﬁhald at 1757, altitude LSOO’

(o) Weatherx " Over the bames at take-off thers was & 1uw
haze, which broke at 2000°, OQver the North Sea and the continent con-
ditions were CAVU, except for s ground haze persisting over the entire
goutgcmiground heze 1n the target area raatr octed slant vilibility to

o eao

(a) Dirficulties: None,

{e) PFF Farrative: Three FFF eiroraft were dispatohed.
All gdts cperated satisfactorily. Bombing was visual except 1004, ;
- whigh mede a oomplete H2X sighting on the alternate last reaort target.
1000 RN gave course assiztance to bombardier, \ -

f
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xttq RBIGRd
Lto Silva

- Bonbl Droppod
13

CITTIVE MR LA sy 3 152 x 500 lb,
o R ""_b_ Bombing Altitude: 236007 trues 22000" ‘briorod."
e . go Time or‘Rcloaac' 1&57} ‘
’ 3. Run in from IP to Targot: After the maneuver at
9, Waid) Was made~g0o0d, the bombardier procesded to pine-point himself
on ihowr oheok points, as dense ground heze restrioted slant visibility
to i ‘miles, Oontinuing to do pin-point piletage, the bombardier lden-

‘tiffed the target 15 seconds from the and made a shert sighting
operation. Bombs were released on atrue hnung ot 090’9 Cel aute-
p Lot was uaod on the bomd run.

k. PI Reports The boabs from 100B fell in a fully
g.’il» 1P rolidenth area 1l ta 12 ulea south (right) of tho anignod
X
| 22 Bombing llal:unoticnS: None,

(b) . 100C ‘Squadron: (8717)

Lt . XKowmanowski

1. AL Capt. Albrecht N |

P ILt. Rliis AW o

P L BR Lt ‘ ;
%;,Mg/%‘ngtégao ‘ T ' Bemba Drop pe d

. ! | | o )
L kg e %&gm%:* 1 15235 0 1b. GP |
SR Boublng Altitude: 22300° true; 22000' briefed;
‘1’1!. of Release: 1.58.

&r Run 1n rrom IP to Target: Slant visibility
@in ¢ bomb run was very poor besauss of dense ground
PRERN precesded to set up course by H2X technique. Half way
¢ bomb run, 100C was forced to "S" to avoid overrunning the
roh, The 10 miles check, consequently, sould ngt be
“from the BRL, however, the bombardier identified the
994sded to aynohronize. A course correction was immediatel
asing tha_gm rr,pl 2 to 8 degrees left, “acause of insuf-
eat V1NN ayhibed ch'wad 30 seoonds) * s net good.
8 werE #el b ¥l SR 0 trud  hatdtng of‘*OélpDo C-1 ruto-pilot was used ,
on tho bonb mo o

Ly @y.‘;’m’

: . P\ v

\;21 PI Rop&ﬁ‘: Tﬁ% bmbt Trom 10  fell in e lparnly
Suilt up roiﬁont area iggrqxinately 3%009 aouth *right) and 1800°
west (short) or the assign

5, Bombing Malfunctienss None.

{¢) 100A Squedron: | 8209)

1
)

|

o AL Col, Lyster

N Lt, wild
LL¥ VLTI A .-




Bombs Drappod

- N
S R,_.N

i ,‘ 12 u.e x 500 .1b. GP
3,}, Bombing Af%itﬁaos 204,00°- trueg 220007 briefed.
” Timat&luns 1528, .

T Bun 4n from IP to Targeh Bocauu of denss ground
haze 1 bﬂb&m ‘was’ uneble to attack the primary.  -He could not . '
i.donﬂty the terget until it was too Jste for say visaal mchmniatinna
: u.tqrnatﬁ last rnort;, conuqa 1y, ‘was balbid( Dense ground hage
in prev d the bombaydier Ly ot ormdn vum ‘gynehroniza~
Rier 08, and: ‘subsgquent rate
o a ﬁm gnud* «Duba were releagid
; tkﬁ&%u m& on m baub m

v 133 orew (9005

IR (1) lavigations (a)" Anmln q
made a normal take-off and asnnhlud Gm Buan
contacted 13 A and fell in trail:uof %t enr:

‘swung wide of OFl in trail of 13 m
_ hte 2 altitude 65000 g remanpsle

- (b) Routes Rnroute ta cpzn 133 was sl
nnd reaghed this peint 3-:minutes url:, altitude 13
. The briefed route was clossly foliswed to CP3, whi
course-_4 minutes early, alt titade 210007, Enroute to-the IP, 13B was
2lightly left of cpurae. .The IP. wba.pade good, and individual visual
runs were initisted on. “the primary target. After bombs away, 13B was
quickly reassembled at the RP. 390A did not release on the primary,
and a visuel run was started on a T/6, Neu Ruppin. Unabdble to. lynchronizc
on this T/0, & run wes made on a T/0, Havelburg, After bomba away, &
right turn was made to return te the briefed route; A reassembly was
ore Qﬂ with 3968 and G at 5300 - 1155, ~The briefed route wmas fallewed
o whieh was reashed 2 tea: early, ‘aktitude 19000°, The eon- -
tcl ooast was departed on-gourse at 17154, altitude 160007, . The . .
ah Coast was Trecressed at 1806§9 altituda 3500% 7 nnn uuth et

tly M‘b of course
ﬂ ¥ m Mrthu
ml roaohod on

Weatnert Same ss 13Acr

" aver . g%ﬁﬁt& to uﬂ t&&amu nc@e ro:c ‘navda {3 - 3904 ‘a1
zets nycratod satisfactorily on the peunetration route and in the targat
area 3904 had dcoroaaing range on the nturn ToNte. - o

(2) B?ﬂbinex 0 R RIS R el g L TR

(&) 390B Squadron: ( 784) , | .
1. AL Lt. Denne | N Ltf smn'
_-CP - RN I.t Sro\u




2., A/C Attackings Bombe Dropped
8. Primary 13 70 x 1000 1b; GP
_ 3 x WG34
2 x 7329
5 x T302

L]

b. Bombing Altitudes 246007 trues 22000° briefed.-
8. Time of Release: 1459.

' 3. BRun in from IP to Target: After the maneuver at
the IP, which was made good, the R/K proceeded te set up course. The
target wes pisked up in the scope at L5 miles, Dense ground haze made
slant visibility very poor throughout the entire run, The bombardier
was olutched in at 10 miles and several subsequent rate checks were
made, Ten seoconds from the BRL, however, tlie bombardier was able teo
pick up the target in the aight and made a: many ocorrections as was
possible, Synchronization, neverthsless, was not good at bombs away,
Bombs were releassed on a true heading of 0620, C-1 auto-pilot was used
on the bomb run.

‘%¢ PI Report: The bombs from 390B fell approximately
4500° southeast (right) of the assaigned MPI in fields.and a sparsely

bullt up residentisal area. There was one direct hit or close miss on
the rallroed traoks leading into Orgnienburg from the southeast,

5. Bombing Malfunoctions: None.
(b) 3900 Squadron: ( 447)

1. AL Maj, Black N Lt, Donahue
P Lt, Allen AN
CP RN ¥/0 Anderaon
B It, Smith
2. A/C Attaoking:s = Bombs Dropped

8. Primary . 13 76 x 1000 1b, GP
b. Bombing Altitude: 22450° truej; 22000° briefed.
o Time of Release: 1,593

o Run in from IP to Target: Deuse ground haze
throughout the entire run made slant visibllity very posr. The bembar-
dier proceeded to pin-point himself on known check points on the appreach
to the target. The R/N waa unable to give assistance as the radar
equipment was inoperative. Continuing to d¢ pinepoint piletage, the
bombardier made corrections to the right. 25 seconds from the BRL, he
identifled the target and proceeded to synobronize, When the target
was picked up in the sight; however, oross halrs were on the left edge
of the M/Y, Synchronization was poor when bombs were rsleased on a
true heading of 0840, O0-1 auto-pilot was ueed on the bomb run,

L., PI Report: (a) The bombs from 3900 fell short and
left of the target in a factory district. There were about nine hits
on faotory lnatallations in this area. '

b, Bomdb Pattern: Complete pattern not visible,
Only about 14 bombs burst, :




yénd frrout mgo 3 1750° 8
. Deflection: . - 1%0’ L
-Radial =3 2 ¢ ‘

“ " wnese figures are in relation to the AP
#taly 27000 moxtiwest (nrt) of 4he asaigned m»i

g Purcont of banba within 1ooo° and 2000° or

= | ' 8 Bombing results 1n xolatiun to dmge in-
:ruam on priluw targets WL,

p £ Bambing results in rolat.ion to aigntlng: Poo,r;"
5. Bombing Mslfunctionss Renoq a
(o) 3904 Squadrons ( 571)

1. AL Capt, Watts ‘N Lto Sommer
P Lto Prouna( AN - It, Lewis
cP RN Lt. Mattson
_ s B Lto Bueck
| 3" ‘/9 14’?‘."‘““81 e Balbn Droppod
| 8 ™ 12 701 1ooo 1b, GP

+

| \m, nqu Altitudes zzm' tmc; zzeoov brlotodo
S wm aa' Rnlmt. 1525@. , s
‘ Run infmh'% Pl 'Qt; Dmm mnnd hage

’1 thronghout the entfre bomb run mede: slant. visibility very poor, The
bombardier, consequently, sould not pick up the primary until it was

' '?"~‘too late for any synchronization. - A 7/0 was attacked by H2X technique..

The R/N ploked up the target in the soope at 20 miles, The bombardier
was clutched in at 10 miles and sudsequent checks frem 9 te 6 milea
were made, Dense ground haze prevented the bombardier from giving any
visual assistance. Bombs were released on a true heaéu.ng ot 270° c-1
auto-pilat was used on the bomb run.

‘ 390A Squadron flew 2000° abon the bri.etod altim
tude on tha bomd run to the prinryo Alr Leaders ahmld dma’a t].y at
brler.d altituduo e ,

% . Iho boabs from 3 ﬁllldn mda
approxintoly z§ 31“ nertheast (:hart of Baulbzg:, Guuny

},o lanbing lalrunotionu H@p

/ T T
130 Group !9539 B; 0 mm) e ’g‘?g, BETTE 8
(1) Navigatisn 0

| A&) Assemblyt There was no Mrriculty with
assembly, om was rcaohod at 12&3; al ltudo 60001, !

(b) Bout.x CP2 was made saad nt 1320, altitude 125007,
The pcnotratlan route-was unsventful; At the IP, 13C followed preceding -
Groups on the turn and swung.5 to-7 miles nexth of .the briefed IP. On
the withdrawal route, 954" end G Squadrons vegtored 6 miles south of
course in order to ailew B 8quadron to make an H2X aighting on Witten-~
berge, Germany. The Squadrons remained at bombing altitude und reformed
after the sighting operatipon. This delay caused 130 to begin descent .
“later than briefed, and some difficulty was encountered with other for-
‘mations on the withdrawal route. The coaat was departed at 1717, 2 teo
\'3 miles north of the briefed point, altitude 17000°%, Tho English Coast

e e o o s

il




was raaohed at 1801; altitude 5000'¢
(o) Dirtioultiol: .None
(a) »w.atn::* Same as 134, |
(o) - s iixx.zmv.a Three PFF airorart were dispatohed,

956 lit boclﬁl ihb v prior to the IP because of 1nvort!r dirri-

culty. ' 954 dnd- Ga(g,; pperated aatiataotarilyo

(23 Minax
" (a) 954 Bquadrems (£210) ' |
‘L U 1. AL Maj, Gooding N Lt. Ballatore
‘ P Capt. Siller AN
cP RN Lt, Dement
| B Lt. Lytle
g‘o A/Q A_ttaoking: L " Bombs Dropped
8. Pri ~ 10 20 x 2000 1b, GP
remary 18 x 1000 1b. GP
TO : 1 2x 2000 lb, GP
2 x 1000 1b, GP
Alternate 1 2 x 2000 lb, GP
Last Resort 2 x X000 1h, GP

b, Bombing Altitude; 22100 truej 22000' briefe
8. Time of Release; 1500

%, Run in from IP to Target: Dense ground haze
throughaut the entire bomd run made slant visibility very poor. The
R/N proceeded to set up course by H2X, while the bombardier did pin-
point pilotage; Ten seconds from the ERL the bombardier picked up the
target end mede as many corrections as was poasible. When bombs were
released on a true heading of 0949, synchronizetisn was not geod., The
bomb run was flown on PDI as the C-l1 auto-pilot was ineperative.

L. PI Report: a, The bombs fram 954 fell in a
factory and reslidential aroa right and short of the assigned MPI., Aan
explesisn odcurred from a direct hit on an unidontiriod factory buildina
About 24 bombs are shown exploding.

- Banb Patterns 960°L x 2190#!

8. Boambing Errora: Range $ 95078
Derlection: - 2460°R
Radial 8 2600°

. 5 d. Percent of Bomba within 1000° and 2000° of
‘the MPX: 0% and 13%. ° | =
© .. '@, Bombing Results in relation to damasge inflict-
ed on the target: NII. S En o L :
: ' £ Bambing‘Rebulta in rolatian‘to aightingz Poor.,
5 Bombing Malfunctions; A/C 7257; released 2 x
2000 1b, GP and 2 X 1000 1lb, GP on a T/0 at 52b2~L030¢ AfG 87#1 '

. - b - |



Bombs were rele aud on a trus hcaaing' t'
mad on the bomb run :

Bonb Pnttcm: 1860‘; x 1866




958
mtauaupu wers
p 1°hft sn the rrn
this point; rellread
» i | 3 hits SR twe 8o m’co s m;*
reets; 20 hits on ruid‘mu | atreets just wes p
r of thQ bnnbn tnll in ‘eleered aress.

Patterns < WOO'L x 2239“‘: ‘!ha bulb ;
‘The bombs trau at 1ult two airoraft rcll

dcr ropamd oontaeu naa
- rensived. and. wu& to ¢

eno uirorm 95 Group raqwum 18lp
+ s‘:l ghroushq Iu fixes wers sent to
g an . Q '

ms'j' 1500  390A GBS 15
IBS 15N, %m s
PAS 1501 ,:mam u%




HEADQUARTERS
13TH COMBAT BOMB WING (EH) .
AP0 559
Date 15 March 1945
13 CBW F0 70 A
13 CBW OPS 296 ¢
3 AD 0 610

SUBJECT: Supplement to Tactical ‘Report (Oranienburg, Germany)

™ el Hak - 95 H

1, Ravigation:

| ~YIIght Plaz 134 [I00) 138 (390) 3¢ (957
Alr Leader Lt. Col, Lyster Capt. Watts Maj. Gooding
Navigator Lt, wilad Lt. Sommer ' Lt. Balle~
. tore
' I min, late 2 mln, late min,
cPl1 5250 6500 6ooo
. E E§§ 1ort % mi. left g g left
‘ « B42 c ‘31‘1 o Oapr
cpz 14000 ' .
uf 1 ni left 2 nd left , l 10 right
) ) 2 min, early L min, early 2 %Ino oé%I?
cp 3 20000 19000 . 21000 21000 :
' on eourse _..on_osurse 3 ml. right
Target 22000 | :(2 ggotgary) (prmry) , 22500
| (last roaort) <§2/0) '
, I, min, earliy > @arLy 5 min., early
CP i 19000 18000 19000 18300
on_oourae __on course Jml, right
Continental 16000 ' 16000 16000 17000
Coast _on _gourse on_eourse 3 mi. right
English  Minimum 4,500 3500 5000
Coaat . 3 mi, right 7 mi. left 2 mio right
2 IP » BRLS .
100A Lto Orendorff - not synohronized at BRL -~ no release - good
Judgment. .

100B - Lt, Silvi - not aynohronized at BEL - poor judgment.
100C - Capt. Albrecht - S%ed to avoid overrunning - poor 1eadersh1pc
- Lt, Snyder = not aynehronizaé at BRL - poor Judgment .

390A = Lt, Buek ~ not lynohranizad at BRL - no release - good judgment.
~Capt. Watta - 1500 feet abavo briefed altitude on run to primary -
: - breech of flight plan,
390B = Lt. Guekes « not synchronized at BRL - poor judgngnto
3900 = Lts Smith - not synohrorized at BRL - poor judgment.

95A = Lt, Lytle - not synchronized at BRL - poor judgaent,
Me). Gooding - C-l not used,

3. Communications: Some irroaponsible person again reported "Bandita"
when none were airborne.

Lo Photogrephy: a. 95 Group failed to install cemera in #2 A/C of
B ?%uadrano One scope camera failed and H2X equipped with soope cemers
falled,

B m Geann flaw. no sanns acmaewns A0




¢, 390 Group seoured one set of plottable scope printso One H2X
equipped with scope camera fgiled, 5

5, Ving camnnndorVa Comments: a. This operation was8 the nearest

to complete failure the Wing has had for some time, Viaibility
oconditions in the target area were almost completely responsible .
for fallures of visuel sighting. However, errors of leadership and
bunbardier pcrrarnanco ossurred,

bo Alr Leaders were careless about making good briefed altitudes
both along route and on bembing run. The flight plan i1s not followed
when altitudes are not made good. One Air Leader 414 not rroperly
spsce himself at IP and canacquently hed to "S" on bombing run, Ailr

Leaders are indoggndogt commanders from IP to RP.

: ¢, -8ix bombardiers released their bombe knowing synechronization
was not sompleted, Such performance is inexcusable and is equivalent
to jettisoning, Bombs must be released as a result of a proper and
complete sighting operation. Two Group lead bombardiers did well

to carry their bombe on to attack some other target, One bombardier
had a release malfunction but apparently d1d not take indicated
emergency action to get bombs away on the target,

By Commend of Brigadier General HUGLIN:

Wﬁ 4@«4&47

ERNEST A. KIESSLING,
Lt. Col,, Air Corps, .
‘Director ¢of Training & Analysis. -
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(ii) DETAILS OF THE ATTACK:

(a)

16 ML 1945

e m&&&u& REPQRT Seds 3397
 ATTACK_ON OR/NTENIES MARSHALLING TARD ON 15 MR 1945

(1) INFORMATION RECEIVED ON THE [TTACK:

(o)

No, of aireraft 1 612, with full fightor escort.
Command s U, S. 8TH AIR FARCE.

‘Time = - v " t 1451 - 15364 hours,

Eombs $ 123 x 2000 1k, G.P.

764 x 1000 1b,-G.P,

4004 x 500 1b, G.P.

‘714, % 500 1b. I.B., -

Several concontrations and growps of H,B. tursts, mixed with
inecndiariecs, are secn covering the Central portion of the
marsholling yerd end adjacomt industriel ond business/rcsidential

- arcas, In the tercet arca necar hilbs are secn on the rail over road

()

bridge at the Nérth ond ond in the centoy of tho mershalling yord,
on the carricgd shed, “car i;gc gidings and sorting sidings. Other
proteble hits in the urrgou arca connot be plotied since it tecomes
obseured by smoke carly in the attzck. The industriol area just
West of tho terget, 1nclud*ngnbhblég. ask factory of
AUTRGESELLSCHIFT .G,/ Stwing ¥ %o S0 cxplosions and starting

-pumerous fypcs.._‘any hits and. t¥o ferS are obscrved in the hutted

camp Jjust: IfSU of the Souih end of the terget, Most of the Central
and Snuihjﬂa tusince; {rgﬁidcntlal arcas of OBANIENBURG are covered
by H.2. and\\‘s,;xcc»%mcm “Fursts, One group of H.E. ond I.B. bursts

is secn 35 W 9 West Souwthwest of the torget rlanketing the South-
castorn holf ®f the town of.GERIENDORF and cxtending into the area
of the aircraft componcnt factory of IRNST HEINKEL FLUGZEUWCRKE with
hits and ncer hits on large workshops snd office buildings, Of the
4891 H,E, torbs dropped, approximately 500 bursts can be scen on
poor euality ond smoke -obscurcd ph0uographs.

Six, possiblv scvern, aircraft arc visible on the GP«LIENBURG
LINFIEID, None 6f the aircraft sppear damamcd.

Bursts ore secn on the marshalling yard zs followss
(dnnot“tlons used refer to Interprectation Report No. F. 686)

Carriage Shed (f) =~ 1 very ncar hit.,

Locomotive Depot (e¢) = possiblc hits and ncar hits,
Station Sidings (d) = scveral probtable hits.
Carrisgo Sidings (o) = probeble hits,

‘Rail over Road Bridge (k) =~ 2 probasble hits.

Other bombs falling into the target area cannot e plotted due to
smoke obscuring the arca,

. OTHER BURSTS:

{Distanccy ore moasured from the center of the marshalling yerd\

1. Immedlatcly adjecent to the West edge of the terget orea - more
than 100 H.E. bursts, mixed with I.B., blenket the industrial
arca, including the gos mask factory of AUENGESELLSCHAFT A.G.,
gcoring mony hits on buildings and sterting at least five
fircs 2nd ceusing two cxplosions.

2. Thc hutted camp at the South cnd of the target is covered by a
mixcd group of HJE. and I.B. hLurs ts. Two firecs are secn in the
~arca late in the attack,

/3. Onc milc Yorthwest =



3.

be

56

.6.
7,

8.
- 9
10,
11,

la.
13,
14,

One mile Northwest =« 13 scattered in an unidentificd industrial
aroa with 5 hits on two large bUlelnD & firo is scen in this

ca l;uc"-Jn ﬁnc ab.a~r » ‘ , e -

Threc and one-halif mileg. ‘Je,su Southwest - approximately 40 are
seen in the Southeast half of GERMINDCRF and extending into the
area of the aircraft. components fachory oP ERNST HEINKEL
FLUGZEUWERKE wit th hits geen as fellows: “wo hits and two near
hits on darge workshops, one near hit on an office building, one
hit on i%o rail line leading into the maiﬁ stercs and onse
probablc hit on the rﬁll linc laadlng into the L;ctory arca.

‘One-half mlle South Southwcsb - 50 cxtend scross'a canal into the

edge of en industrial areca,
Twenty five in business/residential arecs 1250 yards Woét:

700 yarcs Ras% - 50 mostly in the HOHENZOLLERN CANAL and exbending
into the huttcd comp area,

1500 yarcs North - five widely scattered H,E. bursts
in a business/rosidential area.,

1500 yards South = 45 widely scattored H.F. and I.B, bursts in a
sparscTw built-up residential arec with two near hids on the rail
line 4o KREMEN, '

One and cnc-half milc Southcast = 30 seethcred bursts arc seon
across the HOEENZCLIERY CANAL and cxtond dnto residential arcas,

1200 yards Southeast - 12 H.E, tursts in a business/residential
area with two ncor hits on the rail linc Tto BERLIV,

Two miles South - 50 in a busincss/residential arca.
Four miles South Southcast - ton in open ficlds.

Four and onc-helf miles South Southeast = six in a built up area,

(iii) ACTIVITY:
(a) ORAI*IENBIRG MARSHALLING YARD

(1)
(11)

The yard is fully covered on small scale hazy Dhntogrephs.

The yard appecars lightly lqaded.

“(b) CRANIENBURG AIRFIELD

(1)

(11)

\

The airficld is fully covercd on large scale tut very hazy
-photographs. :

Six, possibly seven, aircraft are seecn as follows:

Type Northeast East South
Large ‘ 1 1

Modium - —E . 2 possikly 3
' ' 1 3

(iv) ANNOTATED PRINT:

None preparcd.

(v) BOMB PLOT:

& bomt plot has bpen prepered and will be distributed.



* DISTRIBUTICH 110 24mC




T . CONFIDENIIAL,
| ' 16 MR 1945

W Qr/ o ‘ TERPRETATION REPORT S.4. 3395 | \ (7 )( f
t N ATTAGK ON_TiRGRTS IN GRRMANY QN 15 MR 1945 ’

X
-~

(1) INFORIATION RECEIVED ON THE ATTACK:

(a) No. of aircraft - 90, with full fighter escort.

H
(t) Command : U. S, 8TH AIR FORCE.
(e¢) Time ¢ 1327 - 15314 hours,
(d) Bombs : 46 x 2000 1b, G.P.

‘ 30 x 1000 1b. G.,E.

| 244, x 500 1b. G.P,
| -10 %300 1k, G.P.

478 x 250 1k, G.Ps

152 x 500 1b, I.B.

(i1) STATRMENT ON THE TARGETS:

(2) The WITVENRERGE T4ATL LY CENTER, GUSEN, STEVDAL MARSHALLING Y/RD,
DIEPHOLZ RAILVWAY CENTER, and G/RDELEGEN RAILWAY TRIFFIC CENTUR were
‘the targets attacked cnd are covered in this report.

Of the 808 H.E, torbs dropped, a total of aporoximately 436 bursts
¢an ‘be seen on very hazy photographs. .

(iii) DETLILS OF TR LTTACK:

(8) WITTENBERGE RAILWAY GEITZR; G.S.G.Se 4416/16~700965
y (411 numbers refer to target illustration)

"4 group of at least 12 bursts are seen extending across the rail
lines and two.of the locomotive depots with probeble hits on the
rail lines and locomotive depots (4) and (6).

4%t least seven scattcred bursts are secn in a sparsely built-up
industrial erea and across a rail line, 200 yards North and North=
west of the bridge (10), with one hit on the rail line,

One group of approximately 24 bursts are visible in a tusiness/
residential area, 600 yords Southwest of the locomotive depot (6).

Approximately 12 tursts are seen in open fields, 1400 yards East;

four btursts in woods, 17 miles West; one group of approximetely 18

in marshlands, 19 miles Southeast; four bursts in sparesly built-up
~ area, 1500 yards West of the railover road tridge (10).

95/1592,1595,1598 15 MR 45 15314 hrs. 1/36,800 (F.L.7')21,500! 1B!

" 100/1417 , " 152854 " 1/44,500 U 26,000t
" 388/1061 / ] 15274 n 1/39,900 0 23,100' 0
" 390/1496 o 15254 " 1/38,600 M 22,500"

(v) GUSEN; G.8.G.S. 441§/N6-902262

‘ s ‘ \
4 concentration of at least 80 H.E, tursts arc scen extending across
two secondary roads and open fields into a sparsely built-up area
of residential type buildings, 600 yards Bast of the GUSEN ROAD
BRIDGE,

SAV 448/1296 15 AR 1945 14484 hrs. 1/34,400 (F.L.7") 20,000! 'B!
(c) STEYDAL; G.S.G.S. 4416/M16=795520

4 concentration of about 70 H,E. tursts and scattered I.B!s are
visible extending across the rail lines inte the pertially built-up
arca at the extreme Eastern end of the STENDAL ERSHALLING YiRD,
Three direet hits and numerous possible hite cre seen on Tthe rail
lines and a roadover rail bridge has received threc near hits.

Other probetle hits are visikle on scverel gnall unidentificd builde
ings adjacent to the tracks and there cre npossible hits on secoandary
roads,

SAV 379/1083 15 MAR 1945 152744 hrs, 1/39,400 (F.L.7%) 23,000' 'B®
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(a) DIEPHOLZ G.S.G.s. 4416/N3~483460

/ Four H.E. bursts are visible near the rail lines at the Southerr end
of the DIEPHOLZ RATIWAY TRAFFIC CTNTER., Probable hits are. scen.ion
small unidentified bulldlngs adJ cent to the-lines and a possikble

_near hit on a road, - her bombs can ke seen falling but‘na othcr
tursts are v:Ls:l,blé.,'»,~ .

SAV 96/959 15 IUR 1945 Uiknown hrs. Unkmown (F.L.71) Unk:nnwn '3;! :
4s8/9r2 o 1znon 1/3,7000 018, 5001t

(o) G/RDELEGEY; G.8.¢ S 4416/1 6=493420

Threo cnncentratlons totalling at least 200 H,E, btursts and four
large groups of incendiary bursts arc visitle across the Eastern and
Cen’arul portions of the CARD?IJ.:GEIT RAILWAY TRAFFIC CENTER and

, extending approximately 1000 yards into the Southern portion of the
towm of GARDELEGRN, Several prokable direct hits and possitle, near
hits are setn on the rail lines at the Bast ond of the traffic
conter, 'hnj'lncenaiary bursts are visible on the small- sidings,!|
rail lines and workshop tyve biildings in the Cenmtral part of the
treffic conter,  One concentration hf abéit 100 H,E., bursts and a
large group of incendiaries, is seen In the residential area

/‘avproxlmeboly 500 yards to the North., 4. number pof . incendierics are
seen in ficlds just %o the South of the lines amd protable: H.E,
hite on roads leading in [FDELEGEN from the South. Ground haze
and suioke nmkns nocurate intarnreuatlcn difficult.

Siv 453/1318 15 MR 1945 14574 hrs. 1/10,000 (F.L.24") 20, 000t 1B

®453/1326 - v 1584 " 1/20,000 (P.L.12t) M "

mo453/1322 . o W W 1/35,200 (P.L.7M) 20,5001 M
(iv) AGTIVITY: " | -

(a) IGRSHALLING YARDS | /

(1) "WITUENBERGE

; 8« The vord is fully covered on small scale, ha2§3 partially
o \ smoke obscured/ photographs. *

be The 1oad1ng in the entire yard appears noderate to heavy.

(2) STENDAL

v The sortlnn sidings appear 1nderatley loaded while the
remainder of the yard appcars lightly loaded,

(v) AIRFIELDS. N
(1)" _DIEPHOLZ
g Cﬁka. No aircraft are VlS‘i'ble.

b. The landlng ground appears unserviceatle,

(2) GARDELLCEN

a, The. airficld is completely covered cxcspt for -the North-
east cornmer.

b. One possible lerge aircraft is visitle in the North
disberscl ares. ‘

cs The lending ground appears secrviceatle.

(v) SIOKE SCRE:NS: The smoke screcn at WITTIVBERGE is overating ineffectiveln
(vi) ANNOTATED PRINT: None preparcd. | o
(vii) BOMB PLOT: Ionc procparcd. o
CONFIDENTIAL. DIITRIDUTION NO.215

4.C.1I.U, _ 243 uopie.s;i‘
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2120 from 13CBW:

0030 from mbr {1}
. 0100 from namu
0135 rroa~~13¢8w'_f

0218 from 13CBW:
0258 from 3AD:

" 0750 from 3AD:
0755 from 13CBW:

- 0830 from 3AD

10950 to the Groupss
1000 from the d&oupux!

~1]00 from the Groupazk
1

" Por the Commanding Generals cﬁ-u¢4,2*'67

;axc _rtquired and orduro

~ Ayerted -

~ Yeorce roquirod and prdorq.
Primary target, “

" New order of Wings.
Bombing altitude,

- Zero Hour,

- RoBoAs

3630'6

Leﬁrl‘t load;

Primary target.

2130 rrom 13CBW: '*zoxo H»uro ‘

10 1 1< OVn 0 1 b PO T

%'gltitndoq

i from 3AD: ~ {1} AQvenes 1§ 45" 3AD .0, Wo. 610,
210 from 3anx kXY '

w 7.0, Noo 610,

Ly 19ad
- Traln nuttiﬂgo

]} Bomb load,
| Train setting.
' Bacondary target,
] Tertiary target. -
1)  Asseémbly timinga, altitude and start
Amd times, '

réga‘ss rrou 13 gm,

NOO 700

0205 from 1SGBW: Booondary dnd Tortinry targetao

OW

o Hﬂo 700
3AD ?,0, No, 610,

6

0310 from 3AD:
0325 from 13CBW:

- 13 OBW 1000 Huo 709’

0347 from 3AD: Annex No., 1 to 3AD F.0, No, 610,
0517 froam 3AD: Annex Ko, 2 to 3AD F.0. No. 610,
0601& from BA.DS Annex No., 3 to 3AD .0 No. 61°a

WP

Lower altitudes to fly out,
Annex No., & to ¥.0, No, 610,

Lower altitude to fly out,

- New zero hour. ’

) Request for visibility rnpprtae
~Visibility reports.

e AanI nno 5 t’ ’000 .°o 6190

 Annex Np. 1 to ¥.0. Ro. 70.

- Visibility reperts.

. New 2€ro hour. o BN v

"New 2er® hour. o

-Visibility reports. :

 Annex Np. 6 %o ¥.0. No. 610,
Target and mission infofmation.

- Take~0ff clearance for diver areai
Visivility report. -
Divera area clearance,
Diversion rieldao
Visibility reports.
Visibility reports-
let aircraft airborne.

0810 from 3AD:.

1 1 18 Pt B et et ot 0

TP gl S

0820 from 3AD:
0825 to the Groupss
0830 from the Groupa:|

.

‘}1g94

g
0835 to the Groupat {
0900 from the Grauyaxi
0920 from 3AD
0925 to the Grnnpag 1
0930 froam th¢~6roupl:'
0937 from 3AD: ~

st

0955 to 3ADy

—

HHHHPQPPﬁﬂﬁy

1005 from 3AD:
1015 from the Groupnz(
1630 from the Groupa: |

1111 from the Group#s

ERNEST A, mssx.m;,_

3,63' ro°o !00 700 o

Annex No. 1 to Advuncod w.rning to BOBW o
Annex No, g’tb Advaneod harning to 130BW

" 8econd Intolllgcncc'Annax to 7.0, Roo.610.
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SECEET R S R R R R R R R R
- tBy Authority Of '
HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE :C.Ge Eighth Air Force:

AAF STATION 101 :Initials MO, o
APO 634 . tDate 15 Merch 1945 :

INTOPS SUMMARY NO. 319

PERIOD: 0001 hours 15 March 1945 to 2400 hourz 15 March 1945.

A,  STATISTICS

e e vttt

Total Effective  Tosses
Sorties _Sorties  Tomnsge Claims ‘E/A AL OT Totals NYR
Heavy Bomber Atks. 1347 1308 3337,2  0-0-0 'O 9 3 ié L
Fighter Bscort (a) 782 717 0O (D)1-0-0A 0O 05 5 5
Fighter Sweeps 9 9 0 0=0-0 0 0 © 0 0
Pighter Bombing 0 o 0O 000 0 00 0 0O
Photo Recore. ' L2 39 , 0 ‘ O-O-O' é 0 0 0 0
Weathor Recon. 37 36 0 000 0 00 o0 o0
Air/Sea Rescue 12 12 0 0-0-0 0 0 0 © 0
Special Operations _ 48 45 0 0-0-0 0 00 O O
Totols 2277 2162 3337,2 1-0-0h O 9 8 17 9

(a) Includes groups based on Continente
(b) Mc-163

B. OPWRATIONAL SUMARY

l, Bomber Attacks

137 a/c (372 B-24s, 975 B-17s) from three Air Divisions sortied in
four forces against Oranienburg M/ and Zosson Limy Hesdquarters (nr Berlin).
1304 a/c dropped 2529 tons GP and 808.2 tons IB - (btotel 3337.2 tons) on
assigned targcts and several T/Ose Majority bombed visually, some bombed on
H2X with visual assistse. Weather: clouds nil but very heavy ground haze and



and smoke made target identification difficulte. Ii/4 opnosition: nil. 13
jet a/c sighted S of Berlin - no combats. Claims: nile. Logses: 12 B=17s
(9 to AA, 3 to causes unknown). NYR: L B-24s helieved safe on Continent,.

First Force

Thirty-seven Squadron formations (372 B-24s - 2nd Air Division) sortied
against Zossen Army Headquarters (nr Berlin). 353 a/c dropped 478.1 tons GP
and 290.2 tons IB on the assigned target and four T/0s at 1417-1500 hours from
19,000-23,500 feets All bombed visually. Leaflets dropped on Zossen.
Weathcr: heavy ground haze in target area made target identification difficult.
Flak: nil in target arca. Battle damage: 31 minor, 1 major. E/A opposition:
nil. = Sighted 13 jet a/c in target area, 10-12 u/i ¢/a N of Magdeburg - no
combats, Claims: nils Lossecs: mnil. NYR: L B-2Ls believed safe on Continent.

Fighter Support: Five groups, including 35lst Group based an Contincnt
(54 P-47s, 220 P-5ls - 274 a/c) sorticd. Up 1130-1211 hours. Down: 1659-1825
hours. 255 effcctive sorticse E/h opposition: nil, Sighted 3 jet a/c N of
Nijmegen, 1 twin jot a/c S of Hamnover, 1 twin Jet SE of Zuider Zee, 3 Jet a/c
vicinity Rheine, 2 Me-163s ncar Dresden, 3 u/i juts ncer Enschede, 1 FW-190
and 2 w/i e¢/a W of Lingen - no combatse Claias: =nile Losses: 2 P-5ls to
causes unknown. NYR: L4 P-5ls believed safc on Coriinent.

Details of bomber attack as follows:

Assigned Targets Sorties  Effcctive Sortics Tonnsge  Results
& iB

Zossen Army Hqe 372 308 416,11 2507 Fair
Other Targets
Gardlingen RR Center 31 Y,0 27.0 Fair
Parey RR Br. (5221-1159) , 11 157 10.0 Unobsecrved
2 T/0Os 3 243 2¢5 TUnobservd

Totals 372 353 478.1 290,2

SECRLT
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LI agalmt Oranienburg M/Y, LSl a/c: dro’gire, w;.. tons GP on gssi

5 '

© SEGREL s b

. U R A ;;-' s
S Elght C-rou .fomL tions*(jOQ -175 1s1‘: A:Lr T)w;qlon sc!ritledza ainst
Zossen Army ﬁeag.quarters {nr Berlm) 09 4. omopnéd %07.9 tong G-P3a 3395
tons IB on thé agsigned tergdt and L t/Os ot 314.35?:153% fhours from 21, 2@0-%,800
feete All bormbed visually. Lcaf‘%ets dropped %Z%ﬁ?m Weathert "clouds\ nil,
”helvy ground haze and smoke in targét areas il t;o meager, inacgurotce
“Bottle d&mage. 17 minor, 3 majors E/A Op‘)OS.L(;.LOﬂ‘ nile Glalms. nil." ,
Lgsseds” 24B+17s-to causes unkrnowmne N¥R: nil, ey

€

— Fighter Support: Three groups (156 2~)lu) =or tied. Up. 1154—:%3 ous .
" Doy - 17h6<1755 hours. L2 effective sortics, 5/a opposbkdoRm:- Engagm
Me-163s in Wittenberg area. Sighted 3 He-l53s in Cotthus arca, twfmfj@
. vicinity Zuider Zee, 2 u/i Jets a/c viciniiy Oshibrucl, 7 Me—163s in Deiwsic-
K@.Ssel—Remgen area - no combats, Gla:.ms. 1-0-" Air (Me-163). - Loss¢®: r«} P
due ‘t;o mf,chanical failure. NYR: 1 P-51 belicved safe on Contlnent. .

‘;j“:-‘ Detalls of bombcr attack as follows:

Asslgued Targets Sorties Eff’octlvr’ qOI_'b.Leu Tonna
& " — — s
Zoqsen Army Hq. 300 o 276 ézéz. Ii%bservcd
to: good

Other Targe‘cs o ' s ’t s . g

“‘Stendal'M/Y " 1945 13,0 Fal;EW”
NlEnburg : A . " - ¢ 1.5 1.0 Umhs‘a‘gmd
Vechts . - SR L5 1.5 . 1,5 Uhobagrvcd

ﬂ/o at 5159N—1501E

L5 ,1. 5 Ugobggrved

7 Totals o300, tiog3 zyoz.a}

e * el e #f‘f‘ PR ’ . A
. : ‘ . <

A, Th:er Force B PR Wi
s SN - et g berenee - = . S \g “” -"‘

Four‘teén group f’onnat:l.ons (52’6 BT - Bm Air Dl'Vl‘SlOZQ)( '

" and six T/0s at 1448-1532 hours from 2¥,000-25,000" Fegt.  Bdmbed
and on HZX with visual assists. Leallets dro: oped on Ommenburg. ‘
very heavy ground haze made target 1d«,nt.Lfloatron Gifficultd’ “FlAK® moderate
to intense, accurate. Battle dasege: | 183¢mindr, )0 ma,jor.,.E,/A opposition:
nile Claims: mnile. Losses. 8 B- 17.., (7 to e l s causch unknown) "\TYRWID;LL
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b slghted in Munster awen, 4 Jet a/e mear Dummer

} il Tossesy 3 P-51 o causes uniknowne NYR: nile
o TEiai}e of besep ittack aa followss -

%@mo Pwe groups (254 P-51s) sortied. - 0;:!!%!“ haursy
7551520 hourse 238 effective sopticss E/A oppositiont mils 2 det

ares « no combaty

’ (B o m ). E&Q&&E Sorties TO&Q &

Pontenburg WY 5% w7 w2 Unchserved o
. Ofher Targets I N | |
- Wittenberge 3N . 91,0  Unobserwed

Pupntaat Wy 1 3.0 Urobserv:d
~ ¥sllendorr MW/ 1 . 3.0 Unobserved

Newelberg 32 35,0  Unobserved

Sshparuay - b S 2,0 Unobserved

Dedelstort A/P | T -1 .2s0 - Unobserved

Totale 5% 534 U5

Fourth Joses . ‘

Four group formatisns (143 B-17a - 15t uin Division) sorbied againsd
Omrdenburg u’ﬁ“pné e/o ed 178+5 tons GP and 17845 tons IB on the -

@ssfgned target at 152361531 hours from 21,,000+2:,500 feete All bombed
 wvisuallys Leaflets dropped sm Oraniemburg, dacficrs heavy ground haze and
swoke in  target area, FMakt modercte, acowic bo incccyrate at Oranienburge
Battle damcge: 32 minor, 23 mudor, 1 Cat, *S'% /A opposition: mil. Clainsg

Mlp lessear 3317 Ve My N nil,

’ hter Supporé? fwe groups, includimg 552nd Group based om Continen®
Mb; sorticds U 2

- Up:  1302+1310 hoursy Dowm: 1800-1813 hourse 82 effcetiv

" @etesy E/A oppositions nile Sighted 2 Wi o/a and 1 Me-262 neer Zuider Zeqy
- @ Mee262 vicipity Hengeley - Cl2img: nil, Lossest” 1 P-51 due to mechanical

feddures NYR: nil,
Details of bomboy tteck a3 follows:

Madgrad Zargets orties Effective Sortieg Tonmage  Resulty |
 SmMetaT Y W9 LS . 178.5 178.5 Unoheerved. to

SECRET
b
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2. TFighter Escort

_ Fifteen groups, including groups based on Contincnt (54 P-47s, 728 P-5ls
- 728 a/c) sorticd as support to bomber.forcese Up: 1130-1310 hours. Down:
1659-1825 hours. 717 effectivc sortics. 7/a oprosition: 2 Mc-163s cngaged
in Vittenberg arca. Sighted 3 jet &/c N of Nijumegen, 1 twin jet o/c S of
Hammover, 3 Jets vicinity Rheine, 2 Me-163s ncar Dresden, 3 u/i jots near
Enschede, 7 Me-163s in Leipzig-Kasscl-Remagen arca, 2 jet a/c nocr Munster,
4 jets near Dummer Lake, 1 Me-262 ncar Zuider Zee, 1 Me-262 vicinity Hengeloe -
no combats. Claims: 1-0-0 Air (}Me-163). Losscs 5 P-51s (2 due to mcchanical
failure, 3 to couses unknown)s NYR: 5 P-5ls bclieved safe on Continente

n 3, TIighter Sweeps

One Squedron of 361st Group based on Coniinent (9 P-51ls) sorticd to
patrol Bonn - Koblenz areas Up: 1538 hourse Down: 1840 hourse ¢ effective
sortiecse XI/A opposition: K Hil. Claims: nile Losses: mnil, NYR: nil.

Le PFighter Bombing

Nil.

5« Photo Reconnaissance

42 a/c sorticd as follows:

2 Mosquitoes on night photo mission in Altcnbeken arca.
20 a/c (16 F-5s, L Spitfires) obtoined D/A photos of targets in
Central, castern end western Germany.
8 F-55s, on mapping mission in Regensburg, Nurnburg cnd Frenkfurt arca.
12 P=51s as cscort to PRU e/c. 9 effcctive corti s. E/A opposition:

nilo
Losges: nil.

6. Wonthur Reconnaissance

37 ¢/c dispotched (3 B-17s, 4 Mosquitoes and 30 P-5lg) as follows:

2 B-17s flew routine reconnaissance to the Azores.
1 B-17 flew weather reconnaissance over Sca to MW of Lends End.
L Mosquitoes flew weather reconmaissance over Berlin and Leipzig area,.

North Seca, Demmerk, Ne Germony, U.Ke, and Trelands
30 P-51a as scouts for bomber forces. 1 a/c rocturned early.

Losses: nil.
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7o Air/Sea Rescue

- 12 a/c (10 P-47s, 2 PBYs) sortied on search and patrol mission,
One rescue incident. 411 a/c returned safely,

8. Special Operations

48 a/c sortied as follows:

10 a/c (1 B~17, 1 B-24 and 8 P-5ls) as radio relays.

6 B-17s as screening force for bomber opcrationse

5 B-24s on RCM Jjomming from 0825-1215 nouiss 4 effective sorties.

3 B-17s on Scope recomnaissance of Gralcivrorf - night 1,/15 March.
Leaflets dropped on Fulda.

16 B-24s sortied against Munster RR Stotion - night 15/16 Merch.
1 a/c dropped 19.5 tons GP, 16.2 tons IB on assigned target at 2020-2026 hours
from 18,000 feet, Weather: clear with slisht hoze. TFlak: meager to moderate,
innccurate. E/A opposition: mnil. »

8 Mosquitoes on chaff dispensing for lst and 2nd Air Divisions.

Losses: Nile



' ,%Jeb aﬁd rocket e/a were sigmed wigely sea%tered over the
wholg !- te ’oheSe were. unaggreqsi’ve and offered no’ arganized gprosition to - R
elthet ers or bombers, ' No Allfed aircraft were lost to e/a and enly one .
’ ;Me-lép *qs ‘destroyed,  Firet Force borbers were the only ones 6 see any efa,
“Theve were several roclet a.nd 3et propelled a/c sighted n the area south of.
BBP};inQ ' L . : o s LTS
- Escorting figmserg sighted an’ esti:mted 1 Me-163s in the Bernn- ‘ S
, Ieipz:lg-Cuttbus aréa, and & frther two in the Hildeshéim area. Sightings e
. were as follows: Two,near leipaig at 1450 hours at 15,000 feet, When chased -
by’ P=5ls, one climbed at 75 degrees to L0,000° feet. and the other climbed to
28,000 feet and then dived at terrific speed gnd was lost in the haze at .
10,0CD feet, In the same area at the sams. time snother Me-l63 attempted o
bounce some P-S1s, but peeled up and disappesred withopt doing any demages .
. Two more were sighte& cireling in the Wittenberg ares at 20,000 ﬂeet, {55 hoursy
These were chased by P~51s and one desitroyed, '3t 11450 hours in the ‘Cottbus area, .
 three Me~163s were Seen apparently taking’ 93 1 'but. were téo far pBf to be attackeé
' Three more 'attempted. to beounce a flisht of Peois-from #8,000 Peet mear the - ! - .
First Force target arda,: 'ﬂhen a!.ghted,, oW *y ‘,’;“"}'[ltmbed a:n& made ng
further attacks,” At 1530 heurs, twq Sh the distance -
the Hildesheim aree.. ’ L .

; Some 20 fet 8/ were sighted mar m!meat Gemmy, these mde no .
attempts to attack and it seems probable. Ahat they were engaged on tactical and -
reconnaissance activity,” These were s*}.ghtea ‘ag-followss “One on a westerly
course at 1456 hours at 35,010 feet 4n the Zulder Zee ares, "Three flying on’d
‘southerly course at 23,000’ fc;et 15 miles north of Nijmegen at 1300 hotrs, Two -
"east of Meppel at 30,000 feet at 1255 howrs, Three neer Rheine 4t 29,000 feet ',

. 81300 hours. One We-262 at 1400 Hours on a wester]y course near Hengelo at . = i/
' 28,000 feet.' (ne at 1515 hours, 24,000 fect, 15 miles south of Henover and e
. snother at 1550 at 24,000 feet souﬁ'ueast of the Zuider Zes, A i‘urther dmo at -

~ 1530 ta€ 35,000 feet near Osnabrucke Two more in the Munster arés at 1630, - - .
at 28,060 feet, “Thege weore chased by P-Sla bub were too far offs The same . ',

P81 group also observed four jets Netween Dummer Iake end the Zuider Zee at

20,000 feet possibly on the look. ou'h for stragglers. o - j S

o 'rhe only orthodax s/e e/a seen by the i’ighbers were theee (1 wa196 and -
2 v/t a/c) which trailed some eScortmg fighters at 12h5 houra " 30,000 feet negr.
~Tingen bnt made no attaok:s. ‘ _ . . S L

' Oranienburg - modera‘be to’ intense N fa‘lrly accurate. T L
_ Dumuer Lake area‘- meager to moderate, fairly accurate. .
Stendal -~ meagef, inaccurate, ‘ L
~ Zossen .~ meager, ‘inaccurate, ;
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= an A/F ot Parchim,

3. Observationd ‘ v T L

30 plus t/e a/c o'bse,wed on Finsterwalde A/F. '
. . 30 plus sfe- and ‘t/c—a, ipclud,ing tvm bla;,k jefss 5 seen on A/F at Waggum.
ST /e pfc on EmAJE, "
75 plus e/a m? 411 types ; sem& diapersed m woods arbumi

3 “An A/F % Harget anc ed’to e eaat of Parchim wi’ch aingle
E.-W rﬁmfay containddg 20 plus Hew S ‘afid one Be2l, . o
" MF 1oea'bed _‘ah gﬁemmemz‘ pnrcminately h‘U s/e a/c. T

,»H*

qnb ‘«ya’bursbs are. mt vlsib‘la with

: ! g;x appeared to have éxploded_,

o ‘Analysi: not yet carq}gleize,, Mt ere are about five squadrons

L ppe '@a,ross ‘the: M/Y.f Ba‘lap,,ce of pat,tems APpear o Ue in B

| residential area eagh.and west of | the yard. ‘The first group which dropped :
borbs /started large: fives An'ares. ad,:joining W/Y, and adjodn residentia‘l

area, Ground haze prevents accurate eu:amfmation of yard at ,ime: of at;taok.

/3 (m Aizzxniviaion) -, unobeemzd Bq Goad Rasults. A -

o ‘rarget a‘ttacked by another Divlsion prlosr to our attack. - Smeke fmm
Iarge fires prevented complete assessment of results, ight complete -and
., partialvconcentration of .GP and IB's bursting in central and southern parthns
. of Oranienburg, Qne. concentration of bombs fell Jusi west of railwey sidings .
~ 4n busingss ‘and ‘indugtrial-district. A portion of this: concentration will.
~ probably extend into éentral part of aidinga and algo into ths gas mask. factory
of Auergesellsehaft AJGs Damagé should b6 sévere througbout ‘this part of" tovm.
" Two ooncéntrations ‘cpuld be plotted 500 yards southeast of railway. sidings. '
Dempge Will result to rail line8, to a Kutted camp alsong eastward edge of
" railroad, Throigh hezvy. smoke it _is possible to see three partial concene o
trations in residential areas near 2 road over. canal ‘bridge about.one mile.
SE of main station, Two other cemcentrations gould be plotted in residentlal
. area 1500.yards SW and 3100 yards S-3W.of main station resp. Additional bombs
_could be seen fallihg toward target. area .~ no bursts could be observed due to -
- smoke, ,Central portion of the town of Oraniem:urg should be severely damaged
from blast and fires, A final coycentration of "GP and IB bombs blanketéd
eastern portion of town of Germendorf situated 3*miles W-SW of Oranienburg,
A few bursts could be seen among huild!’mgs of the bomber airc,raft component
- factory of Ernst Heinkel. L

b i . ol ,,

Togsen Army Hq (1st Ay Diviaion) - Uzmbaerved to Good Results.-

Attacked’ by alreraft of another Division before being attacked by
1st Air Division, and numerous fires were started 4n hoth GHQ arcas and the two
most northerly barracks areas, The smoke i‘rom these fires prevented the

-
QEEI

s
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 SECRET ] .
plotting of all concentrations and pin-pointing of individual bursts, Six
partial concentrations of mised GP and IB seen in target, three of which were
in and near southern barracks area. One concentration of‘bombs bursting in
storage depot and barracks area in cehtral part of target, while two other
concentrations fell in and near the Army GHQ to the north of the storage depot.
Many additional fires were started in all of these arecas and the téarget wes
completely blanketed by smoke at end of attack, Numerous barracks, administra-
tive and storage buildings should either be damaged or destroyed. Three partial
concentrations seen in residential areas south of Mellensee approximately three
niles W-SW of target. An additional three concentrations fell into the town
of Rehagen L milés W-SW of target. Possible direct hits on rail lines and
roads In ncinity, some darrage in residéntial areas, Partial concentration
could be seen in open areas 1% miles SW, 22 miles SW and 21 miles W-SW of
central portion of target.

Stendal ~ Fair Results

One concentration of GP and IB bombs seen bursting on and near '
rail lines appraximately 600 yards east of /Y and 1/2 mile SE of RR work shops.
Direct hits on rail lines in this vicinity.

:Zossen Army Hg (2nd AMr Division) - Fair Results

Headquarters buildings, roadways, through rail line, barracks,
training build1ngs well hit,

Gardlingen = Fair to Good Results,

RR lines were Well hite

Se Ground Situation

21st Army Group - Nothing to report.

12th Army Group ~ First U,Ss Armyt Tn the Remagen bridgehead,
the town of gonnef is now completely clear of
the enemy, “urther progress has been made to
the north and also to the south against heavy
resistance, -
Third Ue,S, Army: Enemy pocket to the north of
the Moselle River is now completely cleared.
The bridgehead across the Moselle has been
extended and the villages of Iutz, Oppenhausen
and Noriershausen captured. Three "class LO"
bridges have been constructed. South of Trier
have been made to L 3306, also 3320-3321 and
3115-3117,

D
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6th Army Group

SECRET
- BSeventh U,S. Army: Mn attack was opened
at 0100 hours 15 March and the first- )
objectives had been reached by 0500 hours.
In the Haguenau sector, the bridgehead over
the Moder River has been expanded and a counter
attack fepulsed, With the exception of small
pocketr, the enemy is cleared from the south of
the Saar River to the north-West edge of Bois
Saarbrucken,

G.LF, Activity over England

FlyingﬁBombs - From 0001 hours to 2h00 hours - 15 March 19h5

Launched | Landfall Greater London Destroyed

3

D. OPERATIONS OF OTHFR ATR FORCES

1.

Tactical Air Forces

Ninth Air Force
lst U?S? ?.A'F.
2nd T.A.F.“

RAF Fighter Command

Ninth Air Force

Night = 14/15 March

Sorties H
Mission :
Claims :
losses t

Sorties Clgims 3 Los ses
2328 T 00000 3
= . 6-0-9G
1655 0~0-1A 5
893 ~  0-0-0 L
199 0-0-0 0
5075 F=0=14 12
609G
3 Bombers

7 Intruder Patrols
_S Defensive Patrols

15 a/c ‘
Attacked Bonn A/F, RR Center at Altenkirchen.
1-0-0 Air
Nil o
- 10 =~
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Day,—.IS March

Sorties A t

Mission ¢

Claims

Tosses

-

Ground Claims

1st UeSc TGAQF'

Night ~ 1i/15 March

B - . wnn wn

| h86 Rombers
1516 Fighters

281 Reconnaissance

2313 a/c

9th Bomb Division: Attacked Communication Centers
at Plrmasens and Neunkirchen and ¥/Y at Erbach,

9th T.AsCe: Provided aitr cover for Remagen bridge,

swept Bonn-Coblenz area, carried out ~rmed

reconnaissance in Bonn-Cologne-Dusseldorf areas,

19th T,A.C,¢ Air Cooperation with 12th and 20th

Corps, swept Coblens, Bingen area, dive-bormbed rail
bridges, ammo dumps, storage depots in battle area,

29th T.A.Cst Carried out armed reconnaissance in
ermany, provided escort for medium bombers.

100

1 fighter
2 Recon. a/c.

M/T

AV and Tanks
Tocos

RR Cars
Bldgs ™

Sorties :

Day = 15 March

Sorties ot

2 Intruder Patrols

298 Bombers
1233 Fighters
122 Reconnaissance

1653 a/e

-1l -
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. Destroyed Damaged
522 3h1
59 33
L5 25
1129 1073
165 88



Mission

Claims
logses

Ground Claims

2nd TeAsFs

Night - 1li/15 March

Sorties

Mission

Claims & Losses
Sorties

Mission

Claims

losses

3
»

*e

-0
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Air Cooperation with 6th lSth, 21st Corps, gwept
Strasbourg, Mannheim areas; carried out armed
reconnaissance in Freiburg, Pforzheim areas, =
Attacked defense areas In Homburg, Pirmasens area.
O~O-1 Airv ‘

1 Bomﬁer -l Fighters,

Déstrozgd ' Damaged

1174 68 62
-RR Cars 213 231
locos - _ 16 \ 3
Guns - 2l

Rail Cuts = hS

"6 Light Bombers
iy Offensive Patrols -
22 Interception Patrols

72 a/o

’

Attacked Bocholt, carried out armed reconnaissance
in Frankfurt, Hildesheim area,

Nil

169 Mediwm and Light Bormbers
.60 Armed Reconnaissance

282 Fighter Support

222 Fighter Sweeps

147 Reconnaissance

1 Air/Sea Rescuve

821 a/c

Attacked M/Ys at Holﬁern, Dorsten, Dulmen;” carriéd

out armed reconnaissance and swept Munster, Hamm,
Dummer Iecke area,

M1

1 Bomber - 3 Fighters
| - 12 -
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RAF Fighter Command
Night ~ 1h/15 March = B
ASofties & 17 Offensive Patrols

I, Intruder Patrols
1 Flying Bomb Patrol

22 a/c
Mission | : Carried out Offensive Patrols in NW Germany.
Claims and Iosses : Nil
Day — 15 March |
Sorties ¢ 22 Fighter-Bombers

8 Offensive Patrols
;hterceptlon Patrol
lying Bomb Patrol
s 121 Escort to Bombers

177 a/c

v

Mission ¢ Attacked rocket sites, communlcatlon centers in
the Hague ares,

Claims & Losses s Nil

2, Fifteenth Alr Force

Reports not available,

3¢ BRAF Bomber Command -

Day ~ 15 March . Targets Losses
80 Halifaxes Mathias-Stinnes 1
8 lancastérs (Benzol Plant at Botrop) 0
12 Nosquitoes o ’ 0
70 Hallfaxes Kastrop Rauxel (Benzol Plant) 0
7 landasters . 0

12 Mosquitoes

16 lancasteérs Arnsberg RR Viaduct 0
1 Mosquito : 0

206 a/c Total R ' 1

SEC,RET
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Night - 15/16 March Targets }k‘  . | Losses
257 lancasters Misburg (011 Ref.) k4
- 9 Mosquitoes v 0
122 Halifaxes n Hagen' 2
13l Iancasters 6
12 Mosquitoss ) 0
55 Mosquitoes " Berlin 0
_22 Mosquitoes  Erfurt 0
10 Mosquitoes , Hagen (Second Attack) 0
16 Mosquitoes vManngei@_” 0"
5 Mosquitoes | ‘Siren Tour_' 0
Lo Mosquitoes Bomber Support 0
3h Halifaxes 0
6 Fortresses 1
5 Liberators o 0
__5 Halifaxes - ReCeMa 0
732 afe 13

NO™E: The foregoing is based on preliminary reports and is not to be used
for record purposes,

CHARIES Y, BANFILL,
Brigadier General, U,S4A.,
Director of Intelligence.

- o ame e vam  =—



