IINEDTLTE INTARPRETACICH REPORT 110, K. 3974

LOCALITYs SEELZE near HANIIOVER
‘ o Railway Marshallin Yard

m PERIOD COVIRED: Up to 15204 hours on 15 IZR 1945,

ATTALCKS
Date Sebe Reported ileather
U. S. 8TH AIR FORCE ' 14 MAR 1945 3383 Clear.

PROVISIONAL STATEMENT ON DAMGE.

This Marshalling Tard has teen heavily camaged, with a large concentration
of craters across the center, chother across the Eastern third of the yord and
scattered craters elsevhere. Most of the throuzh running lines have teen cub
in the yard and the line %o the S.E. is cut bty at least 3 craters about % mile
from the East end of the target area,

Details of damege are as follows:
(Numbers refer o amnotations on Illustration No. 6(d)(vi) 101/2)

FACILITIES /

8. Wagon Repair Shop : « South wall protably damaged by near
. ’ ‘ miss,
407 unserviceable, '

7. Loco Denot

Small shed tetween semiwround « roof destroyed,.
houses,

West round house - 3 craters cut lines in front of
round house, .

HMedium size shed W, of W; rownd
house,

corner cCestroyed,

15% unserviceable,

M/Y SIDINGS
3¢ Eastbound Sorting Sidings. - about 75 craters cut many lines,
: Nearly a third of these craters are
on or near the diverging lines at
’ the entrance to the sidings and 5
are seen on the converging lines at
the exit.
Lb. Converging lines at exit of « at least 6 craters cubt most of the
Westbound Sorting Sidings. lines,
5+ SQtorage Sidings = 10 creters cutting most lines in
’ several places.
6., Storage Sidings - 4 craters cut 3 or 4 lines.

l, Eastbound Recention Sidings - all lines cut and a few wagons
damaged by akout 10 craters.

20, Westbound Forwarding Sidings « all lines cut in several places by
aktout 20 craters, a few wagons are
damaged.,

19, ERastbound Forwarding Sidings ~ 14 croters cut 7 lines, 3 craters
cut 2 lines &t W, end of sidings.

Converging lines at E. cnd of - = 9 craters cut about 12 lines,

M/, ‘

75% unserviceatble, JOCOHOTTUR AYD ROLLING



Page.éq
LOCOMOTIVE iND ROTLING $TOCK
dpproximately 20 wegons have been derailed or damaged.
THROUGH RUNNING LINES
Along N, edge of MY - 8 croters cut all lines.
405 unserviceable,.

Through lines to S.E. , - cut by at least 3 ceraters about 700
: , o yards fromn E, end of target area.

Repairs to main lines appear to be in hand.
LOJLDING
Heavy.

(Prints. 4084/91)

This report is subject to correction end smplificction from a more
detailed ossescment,

PHOTOGRAPHS [TAKEN BY: 13 Squadron,
SORT:E: US7GR/45B o

MELN TTIE [ND DATE OF PHOTOGRIPHY: i520A hours on 15 MAR 1945.
SCLIR:s  1/10,500 (F.L.241).

COVIR &ND QUALITY: Full, good.

LiST REPORT: None,

COIPLRATIVE SCRTIE USED: 106G/4692 (3104/5, 4109/10).

PRINT DISTRIBUTED: 4086 (to follow when available).

CONFIDENTIAL. | . DISTRIBUTION NO. 24E
I&.C.IQUQ 323 COpiGS.
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1, oznanlan Conserning the ?argot: | pri zets (visual)™

" near
the west end.,

~Station situated in the center orlgggg_ﬁgb Germany:
.254.Hhrrqt1ve of the Attack:

'becauée other formations whioh might.

- reached GP 1 at 1227, altitude X1800¢, A X

- gain bembing altitude late, OP 3 was made good at 1356; :Xodak Cont

- the same, although the haze was more pronounced, There were oirrus

"All sets operated gatisfactorily, although the range and definition in 4

Date. 1/ le@h 1945

T | 13 CBW PO 69 , ,

g - 13 CBY OPS 295 e

> » ~ 3°AD 70 609 o
,gvsznors Tactioll Report (EANNOVER, GERMANY) | e

v CbLLA, ?{“/%74

for all Greuys : i S 1165 WHW
of For; O : B ol ‘

ot oo 31
the center of the’yard and that for c Group the acrting

AR

b, The aecondary target (H2X) for all Groups was the Hain Railwty o

8o 713‘A-Group - 954, B, c Squadrons?
{1) Navigatian; (a) Aaaenbly:‘

ing into the area., At the iilng assemb
134, but gained a proper intervsgl bohind 13B over the ehannolo

' {b) Route: CP 2 was resched at 1255, aﬁtitudo 14700¢ .,
On the route into the continent, 95B, which was at a higher altitude,
was conatantly overrunning 954 hesause or a high wind differential.
13A was also overrunning the p. :tooding up. 13A levelad off in the
vicinity of 5110-0500, and 95B lost altitude to fly :abreast of 954 .4
srder to stay in position. This leveling off process caused 13A tQu.

reported goed visibility in the target area; however, this proved t0
be imaccurate, because there was considerable haze over the target.
On the withdrawal route, 13A had some difficulty with 93 Wing fa:latinn9 ki
hich was slow in descending, dut this wse remediel shortly, and the g
uute was generally uneventful., The coast.was departed on course at
%604, altitude 15000'., The English coast was entered 5 miles North of
courig, altitude 2000' The navigation throughout the operation was
excellent.

{0) Wweather: Conditions during assembly were ‘CAVU with -
ground haze., BEnroute and in the target area, conditions were avout A

&

clouds slizntly atove bombing altitude in the target area., On the
withdrewzl route in the viecinity of 0700E, the formatiors encountered
cirrus clouds from 17000° to 25000°, Ground haze covered the bese
areas at lsnding time, :

(4) Difficultiess None,
{e) PFF Narrative: Four PPF aircraft were disnatchod

954 leed and deputy lead 4/C could have been lmproved. Bombing wae
718'1&19 .

(2) Bombine: . v - o
{a) 954 8quedront (8709) | a o]

\




l. AL Lt. Col. Cumbea N Lt, Wilbourae —
- P OCapt, Wilson AN Lt. Innman
CP Lt, Hollyfield - KN It, Owens
B Lt. Long
2. A/C Atvacking: Bombe Dropped
8o -Primary _ 12 408x100 GP
. ' 2017 1B

b. Bombing thitudo'x 26400°
8o Time of Release: 1451

3. Bun in from IP to Targets Attacking on a true
heading of 336 degrees, the bombardier had considerable troudble setting
up course because of dense ground hagze., The bombardier pin pointed
himself to the target, setting csurse and rate on eheok points,
After ploking up the assigned NPI, the bombardier quiockly synchronised,
and when bombs wers released synchronization was excellent. Bombs

. werc released on u true heading of 345 degrees. C=1 Auto Pllot was

ugsed on the bomd run.

, ° \PI,,R_d ort: a. 'l;ho quality and scele of the
photographs prevent a dotuiod sis of 95A's bombing. .

2o There wers appreximately 50 to 60 hits on
the N/Y near the West ead, and all the tracks were undoubtedly cut in
xany pleaces. Abput 20 bembds fell to the East of the main pattern en
sidings oontaining goods wagons, at least 20 of whioh should have been
severely damagod from dirset nits and oloae misses., '

Photographs taken by 958 show 95A°s IBs

covering th._lﬁ over 'i\‘i. GP pattera laid down,

o 4. Bomb Patterns 1700°L x 1360°W; inoludes
90% of the bombs. R | , "
8. Bembing Errors: Range .« : 200'S
o . Defleetion: 0
Radial 1 200

Lo Pmont of Bombs Wit 1000° & 2000° or"*;
 the assigned MPI: 858 & 100%.

£+ Bombing Results in iohﬂon to damege .mrl.ioizeas'i

Excellent. ’
h. Bombing Results in relstion te -q&%?ting:' |

Excellent,
5, Bombing Malfunctions: Nome. "._2"’
(b) 958 8quedron: (8667) -

A T}

- " 1i AL GAPY geilfwérsm K —Lts—Wehimm
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e e e

- lent,  Bombs. werse. nm o8 a true
- wes usod on o hm

- phbtographn :

uagonc in the: um" ” .,,{ 3 ’; oy

25 A/C Attaokingi ~ ‘Bombs Dropped
8. Primery 13 4Lk2x100 GP

: - 20x¥17 1B
b. Dombing Altitude: 296009 |
oo Time of Release: 1452

3¢ Run in from IP to Target: After the maneuver at

which was good, the R/N procesded to set up course, while the
bmbuaior pin pointed himself on visible check points, pugh weather
at the target was CAVU, a very heavy ground haze made slant visidility
most difficult. When the aasigned MPY was finally indentified, ocourse
was Off considerably to the right. The bombardier reslized that thare

, Ag- insufficient time to synshronize on assigned ¥PI, An’ a}chitrary -
waa slected and when bombs were rsleased synchronization was exoel-

mding 331. dogr.no‘ c-1 Auto Pilot

. }(’\

‘quality and acalo or tho

12 "i"?SB’s bembing

choke point, T oui, ana the few aooéa

) %n “one or tmo Mc'a bon‘oc r.u 1300° to the
right (Eaa..) of, the ma patterno Thno bombs extended aoross the
ohoke point. 3’* )

o 4. Photozraphs takon by 950 show 95B°a IBs,
which oomplotely coversd the GP pattern.

Bomb Pattnrm MS'L x 925'W: excludea the
boabs from 1 or 2 A0 ’Ehat were 1300' to the right. -

:15, Bombing Brrorst Range : 365'0
- - Derlaction: 275°'L

IR  Radial = 1 4207

& .‘Poroent of Bombs Within 1000° & 2000° of
‘the AP: 64% & 98%.

_ v Bo s 'rhm vnro about I.O hits ¢n ‘the M/Y n,ear the
rcnnd houss in the'R % portion of. she. t t, apd 10 hits near. the

h. Bambing Reaults in relation to demage inflicted:

Exo Ollﬁnt °

. - Boamblng ‘Results in relatlios to sighting:
A hccllant‘o

5. Bombing Malfunctions: None;

(e) 95C &uadron:" (8210)

1, AL Capt, Morris N ¥/0 Borenscn
P Lt Jenaon \ AN '
cP ; RN Lt. Painter
| B . Lt, Zults |
Y A/G"Attmﬁg:;v  Bombs Droprcdyg |
nd : 20xM17 1B

b. Bombing Altitudes 25900%

' Release:




3. Run in from IP to Target: After the maneuver at
the IP, which was good, the bombardier proceeded to pin point himself
to the target, setting up course and rate on kiiown check points, Dife
ficulty was experienced with a very heavy ground haze throughout the
. entire bomb run. The mssigned ¥PI, moreover, was covered by the amoke
from 95A., The bombardier, however, selected an AP tp the right of 95A's
bombs and synohronized. Synchronization was faat at bomba sway and .
bombs were raleased on a true heading of 326 degrees. C-1 Auto Pilet
was used on tho bomb run.

' 4. PI Report: a. The quality of the photographs
- and amoka over the tarzet prohibita preclase 1ntorprotation°

b. ‘The bombs from 2 or 3 A/C fell short and par
tially on the M/Y aboul 3 mile right of the AP, Bombs from the remsine
ing A/C fell in the amoke of 95A. Approximately 24 bombs are visible
hitting on the tracks, about 16 adjacent to 95A°s pattern and 8 adja-
cent to 95B's. (Smoke prevents an estinmation of the demage.) Between
30 and 35 are also visible i{n rields beside the M/Y.

o, Bomdb Pattern: Cannot be asoertalned.

{9

. Bombing Errors: Cannot be ascertained.

o Percent of Bombs Within 1600’ & 2000°>of
the AP: An insufficent number of bomba are
viaivle to determine aocurately the percent- -
ages.

o

o DBombing Results in relation to damage inflicted:
Cannot determine.

8. Bombing Results 1n relation to sightlings
*  Probably Gaodo

) Bombing Nalrunctioqn: None
b, 13 B Group - 100A, B, C Squadronst

(1) RNavigetion: (a) Assembly: The three Squedrons of 13B
made a nonmal takeoff and assenbly over Buncher 28 at 6000', The Wing
- assembly point was made good in trail of 13A. CP 1l waa dopartod 1l
minute lato at 12000°, ,

(b) Route: The route across the channel was as briefed
and CP 2 was reached 1 minute early at 15000°, Upon advice from the
Wilng leader, 13B leveled off for & considerable length of time enroute
to CP 3, Climd was resumed before crossing the front lines and CP 3
was made good 1 minute early at 20000°, Bombing altitude could not bde
reached before the IP beosuse the olimb wes resumed to late, 4 turn
was made South of the IP, and 13B peeled off in individual runs ssing
‘over the IP to the primary target. After bombs away 13B was quiogiy
reassembled 3 miles North of the briefed RP. Enroute to the Continental
Coast, 13B was 3-4 North of course because of clouds. The Continental
Coast was departed on oourse at 16074, altitude 150009, The briefed
route was closely followed to the Rngliah coast, which was recrossed at
Southwold at 1700, altitude 2000°.. o

(s) Weather; "Same as 13A.
' -l -




* PIY Warrative: ~Thres PFY aircratt vers didpatched.
0ause of ea Mommum m ‘tube, - Bombing n-

p&tt'ﬁ : ¢ 0!1 : [y covert
short oi‘ tht lut end of the M/Y, and appr
5. Beabing Mslfunstions: Nemeo,

(b) 1008 Squadron: (8069)

3{;. l‘l ' . ‘ It, m!.n”

; kr. ns'g
W % | ‘n Lt Pivonkn -

o 476 attackings

antmod | ‘ 10x100 ap

IR T _!,:_,, Buhing uutu&o: ﬁ%‘@‘*
8 Tiaeof Release; JaS6

3 Ran in frem IP %o AtSs
hcadxng or 336 aogrua. the benbmnr prnauilo& ’
uma rru knewn check points. The bombardier pu undbh to
“i ian the R/N becauss of inoperative radar'e qaipment.
- Aute Pila went out on the bomdb run and the: rminﬁor of the!
completed on PDI. - Oontlnutnﬁ to do pin point pilotage, tf

was able to piok up the MPI O sacondn rrom thd ma‘




3&!!!1!!!365

_ Qq T Mpnt: 00‘3 ' No bursts are rum.o lﬁﬂml
taknn by 100B. These taken by 1000 shpw rather pesrly the sutlines of .
1005°s pattern, whish was at the junotion of the tws rellreads

intc Qcolu fm the Bast and Slu‘h. 2f niles Nast of the auisnod ‘WP,

§ -Since the hab suoke had alres :{ disaipated
by the ti.u 100C made Its run, 1t i{s impowaible to dete e whether .
%Wg“muo“ﬁ any dammage 9n th& nimu; or buudtngl in the ares

ombed .

Bonbing nmmttam: A/C 297 had rack ummo-.
tiou end rotmodz 0x100 ap anﬁ ul'l .

{e) 100C ‘
,1,», n onpt, mm- . M Lt, Andris
6’ Jro Cranpien g Lt, Gault
, . B Lt Wellings
2 A/c Attaoking: . Bombs Dropped
| 2. Primary S wsxigg ap
| b. Boabing Altitude: 23800°
h # , 8o Tiie of Release: 1557‘,; |
- 3. Run in IP to Tareeti After the minsiver at
hcn;tmamsnd,,th ‘procesded to set up ecpurss by H2X. Dense

prevented the ler from ploking she targes until.
The huhruor. however ’m ‘up :guu and- rate fram
_peints, follewing through at %ho same time with rate checks
' .}alo;:ngl ugg:a tl‘m ER{:“ t)nu‘::lburdhr m';bh to plek
o POPR aade. Bambs were
326 degress. e~1utauhtmuuumwmo

PY uportz o The bembs rream :uoc £ell appre-
¢ to 'th. left (lat)"or the assigned ¥PX, Thers were
xin 20 to 25 hits en the M/Y, and the truki at this peint
ere probi bly all out. The remaining baubi feoll ‘on wsch side of the
(! in £1014s and on scattered residences. The mmy and lonlo of

piotml prevent a precise interpretation,

2o Bomb httom: 1759'3. x lsooow
§. Bombing Errors:

"54%

Ranao ¢ 130000
‘}:;tm; g’g'l -

3. 'm-«nt of Bombs Within J.ow - zoee' of
4 ‘the MPX; 0% & 5%

K Boabing Results in rohtxon to dmg- mrnetm
. %o the ttrgot: Probably OGoed.,

,‘:o Bombing Rnultl in relation to lighting:

5. Bombing I&ltunotlonlx Nene.

8. 130 Group = 390, B, C Squadrena;

R S
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oA Satipn: (e Anéi!iy: The thres Squadronl of 130
,»aado & n’” PR3 dake off nnd Group assembly over Bunchbr 11 at. 60007,
130 was 4 minutes early at Wing assesbly, and it was necessary teo -
"out this point short end "S8* to los tillo At OP 1, it was 3 ninum
oarly tnd ahead of 13B at 131000°," )

o ‘ - '(b) Route: Enroute M A _,‘thu channal i u: wo ary
to '8’ to the North in order to lome tise and fall in trail

- OP 2 was reached at 182007, 5 miles Beuth of eonru 2 ainutes urlyo
At OP 3, 130 was on course and on time at 2 % o CouUrse was
closely followed from this point 50 & few Mm thn Iy, 13¢C
at this point cut Bouth 3 miles iu‘” t»«bu‘nri the IP, uod
over it en course to the targe Aftexr bomba away 130 wu quie
mnub led 6 miles Ner the 390B & C went South of opur:o

.zpod to 16000 % taok thl lut resort target, while

rmin on the briefed rsute, Unable to attack the laat mbrt m%t,
390B & C abandened the run and reassembled with 390A at 5236-0640.
Continental Coast was departed at 1611, altitude 16700°, The driefed
route was followed to the English coaat, which was recrossed at South-

wold et 1656, altitude 1700°, | |
('c)_’ f h_nthor: Same as 13A, R
' ;(d.)' DIftiouitiaaz Nnno. : .  T

(e) PFF Rarrative: Three P¥Y airnnft uox‘o diupatohed.,
3903 hed an ino perative sst because of & Eﬁ,, ‘“1'9&, tubs, 390B was
‘unable to amke a sighting on the lest re Mun of a too
rapid desoent and scope diffioculty. The . X man ual imuth
stabllizatien because the fluxgate cupul was 9rTA’ '
azimuth stabilization off position, the aeom platu
stantly, making oriantation Mpuuibloq " i

(8 Bombing: | v |
__(a) 23904, B,¢ Squadrons; (560, 533, 531, o

o e n. capt Rhodn N 1. Barret
@ %.: d :'l g:c 'gogator
- : o w )
o B Et“ Pace ne

3/0 Attawkins: - Bombs Droppdd
B - 298x150 GP
E o ’mm T
. 23017 IB ,
Y S 3&1100 ap
Accidental Releese L 102x100 aP -
. . 617 B
- 5xWG25
5:‘!330
578x100 GP

34,x150 ari
3;:: 7 IB

Returned | 18

b. Bombing Altitude: 25800' -

8. .Time of. Qolmoz 14598

’ 3. Bun in from IP to Target:. Artor tho Aaneyuver et
the IP which wae good, the bombardier procesded to pin point himself
visuali for course ana ratn. On the approach to the urgot. nbmtu.

Ao

T A T - ; R M



" bombaight. A very s

the raunod tlireugh p to chocka. Throushout the ontiro bomd
run 31fficulty was - e;pgrunmd with a heavy ground haze.. Ths bombardier,
‘conseguently, eould. ngv;rwi fok up more than 70 dogreea.ot Tision in the
distance from the BRL the bombdardier pin point-
ed himself to be ieft Bf the target, After making a’'l degree turn to

the right, the bombardier sighted on an arbitrary AP, as the assigned
MPI was ocovered by smoke from praccedlng Squadrons. Beceuse of insuf-
ficent time, synohronizstion was net good, Bomba were released on a =
true heaaing of 335 degrees, C-l1 Auto Pﬂot was used on the bano run,

Mnsc or adwreo weather condimﬁi, tho lead:
bonbardiaru in 390B and C were. blo to pick up the primar

attempt was made to go bemeath thé weather to bomb vi. Bonbt
were returned to base, howovor. btoaun when & vigual bm altitudo
had baen roaohod tho tomtionn had puacd the bomb safety 1

‘%n }r EbpeFti77RL “#he Bomba dropped b 3904 fel1
in rialda botvm o X and o Smal. ‘streem 30007 from the MPX.

B m% i ?hl’ hlun by 390A are. dirtiuult
1nterprot bmun nt hgzo ;nd mk,o in the mgot ares. . .. -

o Fattornt °°'PM0 bmem h net vhibhg-
‘.5!“:;'47 meing Errorn Gross DE T :

0 .Poroont of Banba wnain 1000’ &. 2090' of the.

z. gmbing Results in rolauon to aanga inflicteds

£. Bombing Rualtn in rclation ta sightings Poor

5,. Bombing Malfunstionsi A/G 3?9 (3904) httiuonod
.zuso GP and 117 IB at 5225-0828 A/C 914 (390B ding

elemsnt, ahd an acoidental relemse clpés to the BRL and "*ﬁ_d‘*‘: o0, 9023,
and 48l released off him, A/C 868 (390C): Rcleaaed 3mm R
23M)7 when he thought he saw the leader drop. A/C 3753 {l‘tinpn‘d
"34x100 GP and 2xM17 IB at 5140-0213. A/C's 9;5 and 83 c ided at IP
and went down, each with 34x100 GP aml Zﬂl

"3, Communiecations: a. VHF; (1) Lt Col, Gunbaa l.ed 13 Wing Chan-

nel A discipline was reported excellent, and contacts both within the
- Groups and bttwoen Group leaders were made at willo -

e {2) Ko&ak weather transmissions were woll received, The Wi '
mdor mmm ather Wing Leadera when required on Ghannel B. Moniter:
 heard.Divis bround Station olearly, and necessary relays were . nadn. ‘

T %2 m was some dirtiaulty contasting fighters b msl
¥isyal opontaot was meintained from R/V throughout “ién. ‘
62 100 Group established contact on Channel d, and ‘one

my oontactad them on channal Do ‘

o S
gE , G
vy R

(1) moruiu omu oq ;imv;mun trqqqu.,;‘rm noo to

-8
2!!32!!3155




134, 5, © Group
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95 Granp 35:100 aP 1xl2 A/O Squadron

‘ oi-17 2x13 A/C Bquadrons
».(b) 1100 Group 3&::100 GP 1x12 A/C Squadron
2xM-17 ‘ 2x13 A/C Squadrons
() 390 Group - (&) uMeLT 1x12 A/C Squadrons
34x150 oP ,
(B &o) m«-rz -
| -'hjal'; A/G and G/C Avallable:
S Ore “KEG 43 A/C 50 0/C
{1) 95 Group - rIY 13 A;G 7 cfc
: . MR 1 4a/c 7¢C/C
(2) 100 Gre REG 47 A/OC o/c
«.( i PF? 12 A/O 53 céc
MH 5 A/C 6 ¢c/c
(3) 390 Greup RRG 46 A/C 66 0/C
PFF 11 A/ 10 C/C
| M n A/6  50/c
6o, A aohodulod t0 !';ko ores ' o
g } 95 Group 34, REG Plus L PIFF
100 Group ‘ 35 REG Plua 3 FIFF
390 Group 35 REG Plus 3 m

do .A/O Airbarne: All SOhoduled A/C Airbomo.‘A
' Individual A/C liulon Failures: ’
(1) 390 Group:

. ) A/C 3753 571 Sqdn "S" - Puat ‘Lty.. Wilson « No, 2 engine
Dutc Bortho ) ’ } I L . '

£, A/C I‘ndod Away from Base:
| (l) 399 Groupt

A 4B 568 aqdn nX% - Pllot Lt. Nlcola - Landed at
Woadbridgo. - Two feathered props. Sortle. ‘

8. MG smmm:s:
, | (1) 95 Oroups
R A/ 84381 . 3% sm 'a' - Pilot I-to Brumbaugh.
| - (2) 390 Grﬂxyt " ,
gc 9721 571, sqm v' - Puot Lt. cmmn - Mid-air
collision at -
a/c 8311 571 Bqdw *o% . Pilot Lt. cut - Wid-air colliaion

x -at Ipo

ho A/c Attacking - 13 A Gronp: | -Bombs Dropped
(1) Primary 38 1292x100 GP
o . ’ : 60xM17 IB

1 ]
o
1=
i
“" 8
o
VLS
oy
2
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>
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{2) Method of Boabing: Visual
(3) Method of Release: Minimum t -ain.

1. A/C Atteoking -~ 13 B Group: Bombs Dropped
(1) Primary 38 1264,x100 GP
68xM17 IB
Returned 1 10x100 GP
: 1x¥17 IB
(2) Method of Bombing: Visual with H2X assiat,
(3) Method of Releaéez Minimum trein,

Jo A/C Attacking - 13 C Group:

Bombs Dropped

- (1) Primary 13 298x150 GP
136x100 GP
23x¥17 1B
Jettisoned 2 34x100 GP
N 2x150 GP
3xM17 IB
Accidental Release & 102x100 Gp
6xM17 IB

5xW025

5xT330
Returned 18 578x100 GP
34,x150 ap
32xM17 1B

~ (2) Method of Bombing: Visual
(3) Wethod of Release: Minimum train.

6. Controller's Loz

a, 1920 from 3 AD: 21 Foroes and Order
“"b., 1938 from 13CW: l) Foroces and Order
6, 2137 from 3 AD: (1) New Yoroe 22; Targets (3) Bombing altitude
. ) Zero hour (5) Assembly (6) RBA (7) RBW
8) Time Control (9) Route
d, 2205 from 13CW: 1) Zero hour (2) Bombing Altitude (3) Targets
L) RBA (5) RBW (6) Leflet load (7) Time Contrnl
6, 2215 from g :g: % gnteliigenoe Annex ~
£, 2230 from T omb load ‘ _ :
2. 2235 from 3 AD: (1) Adv. %arn, to 3 AD PO #609
h, 2258 from 13CW: 1) Adv. Warn, to 13 CBW PO #69
4. 2307 from 13CW: (1) Changed recall phrase
Jo 2340 from 3 AD: t1 N:w Zero hour (2) Bombd load (3) last resort
: 88‘30 Y N
ko 2355 from 3 AD: 21; Intelligence Annex §2
1, 0010 from 12CW: L: tZaro h:ug (2)£rue1 load (3) Bomb loed (4)
st resort target.
m, 0035 from 3 AD: (1) New Zero hour {2) Pinal timings (3) issem-
bly altitude (4) Bombing altitude.
n, ' 0103 from 13CW: ii? Annex 1 to 13 CBW FO #69
0. 0115 from 13CW: (1) New Zero hour (2) FPinal timings (3) Assem-
bly altitude (4) Bombing altitude.
Do 0130 from 3 AD: l) Alternate assembly plan,
go 0135 from 13CW: (1) Alternate assembly plen,
r. 02,0 from 3 AD: l) Alternate assembly plan.
8, ‘8§“§ ;rom %32%: i glxsrggt;6g;senbly plean,
to 25 from s .
u. 0348 from 3 AD: (1) Annex #1 to 3 AD FO #609
v. OL36 from 3 AD: (1) Annex #2 to 3 AD ¥O #609
w. 0536 from 3 AD: (1) Annex #3 to 3 AD FO #609

¥nr the Commanding General:

Consa? @ Hntlong
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13T COMBAT BOVB WING (H) SEELZE M/Y, GERYAMY 14 MARCH 1945
13A GROUP: VISUAL SQUADRON SIGHTINGS WERE MADE,

95A S UADRON (RED DOTS ¢ 12 x 4,08 x 100 GF & 20 x ¥-17 IB.
958 SLUADRON (GREEN DOTS ): 13 x 442 x 100 GP & 20 x M~l7 IB.
95C S UADRON (GREEN DOTS ): 13 x 442 x 100 GP & 20 x M-17 IB,

13B GROUP: B SQUADRON: VISU:L; A & C; BOTH H2X-VISUAL SIGHTINGS,
100A SQUADRON (PURPLE OUTLINE)d2 x 402 x 100 GP & 22 x N-17 IB, SEE BELO
100B S ,UADRON (SEE BELOW ): 12 x 426 x 100 GP & 22 x M-17 IB,
100C S4UADRON (RZD DCTS )31 13 x 436 x 100 GP & 24 x M=17 IB,
13C GROUP: A S{UADRON: I2X-VISUAL SIGUTING,
390A SQUADRON (PURPLE DOTS): 12 x 298 x 150 GP & 21 x ¥~17 IB &
102 x 100 GP,

MCTE: 100A: Ko GP bombs were visible; the IB pattern shown appeared in
1000%s pictures, 100B: Boabs fell around the selected AP, which was a
KR Junetion 1 mile E of the }/Y, 390B & C; Bombs were returned to base,
958: Main pattern obscured by smoke of 954,

/

PURPLI, CIRCLES - 1000' and 2000 from the MPI.
GREXN CIRCLE - 100G* and 2000° from the AP for 95B, SCALE « 1:25,000

AREA OF IB PATTZRN - ,  CANAL -

NORTH

SAME MPI

3904



15TR COMBAT WIiNG
390TH BOMB GP.
100TH BOMB GPF.

14~3-45 8-82

OPERATIONRAL NARR. SKELZE, OERHARY 14 HARCH 48

1.
B

. 3‘.
L

LEAPLETS ~ ¥OME
BOMBIRG RESULYS -

A 5G. = PRIMARY = ViSUAL = EXCELLGNT RESULTS = PHOTUS SHOW COsrACE
PATTRRN ON WPI. ' "

B SQ. - PRINARY . VISUAL - EXCELLENT RESULTS - PUOYUS SHOW A SPLIT
PATTERN COVERING A SELECTED AIMING POINT CHOSEN BECAJUSE HAZE PRE-
VENTED BOXBARDLER FROK PICKING UP TARGET TILL LAST MINUTE.

€ 3Q. = PRIMARY - VISUAL  EXCELLEN? HESUL?S = HOT PRIETS DO HOT
COVER MfY - BOMBARDIER CHOSE AN AIMING FOIN? E OF THAT ASSIGNED
BECAUSE 1T WAS OBSCURRED, AND REPC:TS HITPING IT.

EX R/A - NOWE

FIAK ~ PART B - PLAK IN m. AREA WAS Accmrz, :ﬁﬁbﬂiﬁ, MAINLY
TRACKI NG,

A mmx & ILOBSES - PINAL

954 24, 1AC IP 70 BRL

988 BA BRL 70 RP

95C 7A BRL %0 RP
B. OPERATIONS

1. NoME

8. NONRES. xoxp



C. AMOUNT, ACCURACE & TYPE OF PIRE |
1. ACCURATE, MODERATE, BARRAGE, CHANOING TO TRACKING
g. " " , MAINLY TRACKING
5. womx .
4. NONE
6. NOME .
D. PHENOMENA - SINOLE REPOR? RECEIVED FROM GUNHER ~FORMER ARTI1l
~ ERY MAFK - STATING HE 8AW A GRUEN COLORED VERTICAL STREAK '
, FROM ROCKET IN DUMMER LAKC AREA O SAY 0U7. SUNRISZ IS DIR-
 EXTIONAL AID. |
GROUP ENGLNETR REZPORTS USE OF INCENDIARY PELLETS - A" IN DIAN-
TOR 1" LONG. SEVERAL DUDS POWND TN A/C
WEATHER - CONSIDERABLR iAZE IN TARGE? ARRA WITH 8/10 NILES SLANT VISABILITY
7 70 10/10 THS CLOUD ABOVE 28,000 P2.
8. OBSERVATIONS - ] |
BASE~ ON AET-RY PROM MISSION, MECHANICS REMOVED 3 TUBULAR INCENDIARY
EXPLOSIVES 1}" LOWG PROM TAIL OF A/C 7184. UNEXPLODED. CREW DOESKST XNOW
WHERE PHEY GOT TREM. ‘
1335HRS. 5038-0817 - BOMBER A/C ON THE GROUND
1350HRS. 5000-0710 - SWOKE SCREEN ALONG RIVER. |
ASBGHES. BOBS-0736 - M/Y'S IN KOBLERZ AREA GENERALLY LOADED.
- 13B&ERS. BO53~0801 ~ HO ACTIVITY IN M/Y AT SEIGKN \, 7
1358MRS. 5008-0748 - 10 FIAT AND WIDE SHIPS, POSSIBLY NOTOR BARGES,
ANOBEORED IN RHINE RIVER.
1SSGHRS. 5008-0713 ~ %1 OF SAMK IN MOSELLE RIVER.
1408ERS. 5018-0788 - 3/4 wm TRAINS IN M/Y
+  1403HRS. 8083-0803 - N/Y PILLED - WO ACTIVI?Y - ESYINATED 4 YRACKS OF
80/90 CARS EACH. | |



v W = M/X PAIRLY WELL PLLLED.

ARS. §R18-0888 - 7 STRAIGHT WIITE SMOKE TRAILS CANEX UP 70 86,000
re. A!D 3 ENDKD 1\8 EX?LOSIONS.

183vERs. mmcu\ SMOKE SCRERN

1s4gmms. seaex/»om <\ BARRACKS AREA - PROTO um

184e8RS., msocmm/twnmmﬂmm OVER mx.umm
18,000 2. - A A
1883HRS, W~4menmm.
OPHER INFORMATION, - PI( SUPPORT 000D, nmm COURSE POLLOWED
THROUGHOUT MISSION - IP, RP, AND ALL TURNS MADE GOOD. MASK AT TARGEY
BUT BOMBARDIERS MANAGED [fo PICK UF TARGEY USING HAZE FITTERS,

AR
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HEADQUARTERS '
NIKETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (")
Office of the Intelligence Officer

14 Merch 1945

SUBJECT:s S=2 Report for the mission to Seelze, Germany on above dates |
T0 s Commanding Officer, 95th Bemb Group (H), APO 559

l¢ The Mission = The 95th Group flew ag the lead of the 13th Combat
Wing to attack the Marshalling Yard at Seelze, Germenys All three squadrons and
#ll A/C in the Squa.d.rons attacked the prime.ry target vﬁ.sually. Lt. Cole Cumbaa
was in command,

- 96A w Ten AC. plus two m took off and formed the lead squadron.
All A/c bombed the primary targete .

958 = Twelve A/C plus one PFF took off end formed the high squadrons
A1l A/C bombed the primary tergete :

95C = Twelve A/C plus one PFF took off and formed ‘the low squadrons
ALY A/C bembed the primary target, A/C 8438 was lost over target evidently due
to fls.k but it was later reported to heve landed safely on the Continent with
one injured mane This i.nforma'bion was -phoned to us by Flying Control at-
Third Air Divinon.

2s- Reference is suggested to the Opera.t:.onal narrative teletype of ﬂme
Intelligence Section for further informatione :

For the Intelligenoce Officerx

D/%//W A\ /gﬁﬂ‘
‘FRANCIS X. PIERCE,
1st Lts, Air Corps,
ABﬂ't- Sm2 Officers



} F:Lrs§ Force i 2

Fourteen Grou,p formations (526 B—l?s - 3rd Air D:.v:.s:.on)sort:.ed against
throce tank: plants in the Hannover area, oil refineries at Nienhagen and Misburg
and “tlie Seclze M/Yy 494 a/c.dropped- 1553,2 tons. (1324.6 tons G.P, and 228.6 tons
I.B. on all primaries, Hennover M/Y (Secondary), and Osnabruck /Y at 1428=1508
hours from 22,900-27,200 feects B;ombing visual with H2X assistse . Leaflets
dropped on Hannovdr and Seelze. Weathcr- almost CAVU with very heavy ground
haze over targetse Flak: moderate to intensc, fairly accurate at Hannover; mod-
erate, fairly accurate over Osnabruck, Two tubular mcend:.ary explos::.ves removed
uncxploded from tail of B=17 (special report attached), Battle damage: 152
minor, 36 rajors T Cat. "E", crash~lended in U,K. E/a opposition:lufls/e a/c made
abortive attack at 5045<0806E, Claims: nil, Losses: 3 B-l?s (2 to m;Ld-a:.r
collision, 1 to,unknown reasons) NYR: nilke . :

Fighter Support: Four groups (204 P-51s) sortied. Up 1153-1222; down
1650-1722 hours, 192 effective sorties, E/a opposition: six possible Mc.-109s
sightod near Koblenz; 1 Me=262 seen ncar St. Goar; 1 Me~262 passéd under bomber
formation at Neinhagen, Claims: nil, ILosses: n:.l. 2 Cat., "B", coll:.s:.on at
hgme base., ' NYR:, 4 P~5ls, believed safe on Continent.- c

Details of bomber attack as follows:

Assimned Targets . Sorties Effective Sorties Tonnage - Results

G’cPc IoBu

Nitnhagen 0il Ref. o 77 58 © 197.0  Very Good
Hanover/Gebruder AFV Plant. 77 75 ., 181,5 . 82,5 Good
HannoverscheMaschinenbau * - 114 - 61 ~'-151,8 56,0 Fair
Hanover Bisenwerke .76 i/ ..221,0 - .Good=V.Good
Misburg 0il Refe T 68 56 ©192,5 - Poar
Seelze M/Y 112 . 8 V.0 35.8 .Good
Osnebruck (Sec.) , : 29 . 89,5 11.8 Peir
Hanover MA (Sec.) —_— _61 - . . 150.3 _42,5.Poor

Totals 526 L9l 1324,6 228,6

Second Force

Twelve Group formations (449 B=l7s - 1lst Air ])):Sv:l.s:.on) sortied aga:.nst
two RR bri‘ges; a M/Y end a jet casting: plant in northwéstern Germeny. 443 a/o
dropped 1230,1 tons’ (108649 tons GePe, 143.2 tons I.B.) on. all primaries,
Osnabruck M/Y (secondary) ond three othér fargets at 1505-1606 hours from 11, 600~
21,000 fegt, Bombing visual on all targets:cxcept, Osnabruck- (Gee=H)q ,I.ea.flets
droppéd on Osnabruck, Hildesheim, Lohne, and Bad Osyenhausen, ~Weather: CAVU
with heavy ground haze ovor targets, Flak:  rieager to moderate, generally accus
rate, Battile danage._ 47 minor, 9. major E/a opposition: & Moe=262s and 1 Me=163
a’ci]:_acked bombers in Hildesheim arca. Gla:l.ms.' nil, Tosses: 1 B-I7 to AL. ‘NYR:
nile o .

SECRETD
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, : ¢ SECRET :

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FCRCE : By Authority Of . ¢

AAF STATION 101 ¢ C.G, Eighth Air Foree!

o APO634 .. 7ot Initiels JUEF, ,, @

 tDate 14 March 1945 ¢

‘ ‘ INTOES SUMMARY NO, 318 LR R RS RS EERFRRFEE

PERIMD: OOOl hours 14 March 1945 to 2400 hours 1) March 1845, ~ -
STATISTICS AU

| ‘Total Effect:lve - 1 seg -

, Borties _Sorties ITonnage Clains E/E Ab OF Totals NIR
Heavy Bomber Atks, 1247 1204 3429,0 0-0-0 O 1 3 4 8
Fighter Escort (b) 625 588 = .0 (c)5=0-04 0 0 1 1 4
Fighter Sweeps (b) 132 132 0 11-0-0 0 0 2 2. 0©
Fighter Bombing o o0 0 000 0 06 0 0 ©
Photo Recon, 59 59° 0 000 0 0 0 0 1
Weather Recon, ~ 35 34 0" 0-0-0 O 0 0 0 .0
Afr/Sea Resoue - . 21 21 0, 0-0-0 0 0 0. 0 O
Special Opevations . 46 .44 526 .0=0-0 0 0 0 Q0 £

T Totals L 2188 2032 3481‘36 %-0-04 0 1 6 7 13(a)

(a)’ Believed safe on Continent, -
.(b) Includes 352nd and 361st Groups based on Contiment,
(c) Tncludes 4 AR-234s,

B, QPERATIONAT, SUMMARY
1. ') A ta

' 3247 a,lc (975 B-1'7s, 272 13-245) from three Air Divismns sortied in
three forces, against three tank plants, twq. oil refireries, fowr W/¥s, two RR
bridges ard s _jet casting plant in northwestern Germany, 1204 a/c dropped 3429
tons (29387 tons G.P,, 490,3 tons I,B,) on all primaries, three. pecordaries..

and other targets, . Bombing visual with PFF agsists, Weather:- CAVU » 3/10 with
heavy ground haze in target areas, -E/2’ opposition: 3 jet .a/c attacked bombers
in Hildesheim area; 1 /1 8/o- a/c made abortive attack at 5045=-0806E," Claimsz
nil, Losscss. 4 B=17s, NYR: 8 B=R4s, believed safe on Contirent.,

SECRE]



N

g&t‘*ectiv\aw’é':wég__g | Q&%‘

--éu;,s Fair

SRR "I T X ' Fooseratr

VLT 3R s FedmeGeod
w,vﬁnw;m‘)! M 2 59.0 GOO&.

C 9 112,7 5 Unobserved
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L '.l'otals o W49 | 4&5 . 1086.9 Jw.2 G o

SRR ﬁfwenty-eight Squaéron formatitms {272 Bﬂﬂm 2nd Air Div:.sion) sortie& o

againat Folzwickede and Gutersloh M/Ys, 267 a/c dropped €457 tons (527.2 tons

' GeP..and 118.5 tons I.B,) on both primeries and the Essen')M/Y (Sscondary) et .

- 1830=1555 hours from 18, 25,000 feat, Bombing both viswa.n. and by FFR. I.aaf- b

. Iekg:dropped on Guitersloh and ﬂ&essen. Weather: AV r.3/10 with heavy ground

- i hamé over all tergets. Flak: nil at Gutorsioch, meager, me.murdte at. obhor .

;- takgetss Battle damogos - b minor.* “%/d ‘oppositions nil, Ola‘unsz ni,ln 1005509-
nil. - NIRi. 8 B-24s, believed safe on Continent,

g hter Suppoct: Four Groups (140 Pnsla, 5 P-h.’]s‘»' 190 a/e) aori::led.

Up 121;5«-1 hours; down 1757-1840 hours, 185 effective soriiss. E/ opposition:
 qombat: wlth 6 AR-234s’ neay Holewickede ‘and with ong Me-109 g"lwation not res-
‘parted). 'Claims} 3-0-0 air (2:Jets), losses; 1 P/ to ummam reason (p:Llot
‘bailed: wt;:i.n ehannes., omta fauaa to open). m nil. S
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.

/ - Details of bombar attack sis followa: R RN
, : '.'Ear .ets §ogties Effeo‘bive Sorties '.l'cnnag__ \ Reaults

o : . : GaPo IaB. E

. Holawickade. M/! il e s S TG Uncbeerved

- Gutorsloh M . 130 126 - “261.9 85,5 Yery Good .

o Gieam M (&Qg)_ B >,~ (o — ! ! L | g‘ou "‘, f“’ Y &Uno.b. = GOOd :

mobels . 57,2 185
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SECREL

, 17 a/c (14 F~5Es) on day photo missions over Germany. Four unescorted
a/c were interccpted separatcly in Siegen area by total of 1 Me-163 s. 2 Fi=130s
and 6 }e~109s,

19 F-5Es on mapping and D/A missions to Germany:and @zechosloyakin,

20 P=51s provided escort for 7 separate photo mn.ss:.ons«.

3 B»l?s on: spec:.al H2X photo m:.ssmn. LT

: Losses' ' nll. NYR‘ 1 a/c, beheved safe on Gontn.nent.

[ Weather Reconnal ssance

- 35: a/c: (l; B-l?s L Mcpsqun.tocs , 27 P-Sls) sortied as follows:

2 B-l?s completed wea ther fllghts over NW of Lends End.
.2 B=l17s. campleted flights to.and from Lzores.
L MNosquitoes completed reconna:.ssanoe flights over. _Eire, ’ Holland and
GGI‘maIW
27 P—51s scouted :f‘or heavy bomber forces. 1 abort, .
; ) : Lowes- n:.l. g

P

Alr/ Sea Re soue

S 21 a/c (18 P=47s, 3 PBYs) sortled on sea.rch and patrol m:.ss:.qns. Ti}vo

,,1no:.dents- one -GLF pilot picked up 30 miles off Dutch Islands by PBY. A fighter

a/c reported ditched 18 miles NW of Ostend. Area searched w:.thout results» .
Losses: nil, .

8. Special Operatlons ", S S

46 a/c (20 B~17s, 21’ B-248, 5 Mosqu:.toes) sqr'b:l.ed as’ follows:

4 Mosquitoes on chaff-dn.spensmg far 2nd Air D:.v:v.smn. ,

1 Mosquito on observed bombing results for 2nd Air Division.

10 B~24s to drop leaflets over Germany and Holland - night 13/14 March.,
9 effective, :

4 B=24s on ROM, Jamming from 0925=1308 hours,

5B -1‘75 on radar reconnaiéfancc = night 33/34 March = over Pélauon, Uln
and Heilbron. 1 a/c returned due . to ‘mechanical failure. I.eaflc‘l_:s dr_opped on
Plauen and 4ugsburg.areas; B o

. . 6 B=17s screening force for bomber operat:.ans. , '
o 7 B=2l4s dropped 13.5 tons on Weisbaden M/Y = night 14/15 Nhrch - with
unobserved results,
"9 B=17s of 1lst Lir D:Lvisn.on dropped 3941, tons on Ijmlden Sub Pens - night

14/15 Merch = with unobserved results,

Losses: nils
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C. INTELLIGENGE
« 1, Eremy Air Opposition

No attacks were observed by ccnventional a/c, but some from central
Germany were active, possibly in anticipation of a deeper penetration by the
bombers, One.fighter group saw and engaged 15 MNe-109s from Magdeburg to ILucken-
wallc from 1415 onward, Theed e/a still hod tanks attached, and were forming up
at 15,000 feet when engaged for claims of 11 destroyed,

A few scattered jet a/c unagressive passes at the bombers in the target
area, ITwo twineengine jets near Hildesheim at 1545 hours and onme ARe234 in
Bielefeld area at 1600 hours at 10,000 feet were seen by escorting fighters,
1st Air Division reported attacks, whlch caused no damage by two Me=262s and
one -Me=263 in Hildesheim area at 1600 hours, :

In the tactical area sporadic enemy activity was seen, One Me=262 was
chased near St, Goar at 1334 hours, An AR-23/ was destroyed while approaching
Remagen Bridge at 1540 hours, At 1550 another AR=234 se¢en to bomb bridge at
Linz, Six AR-QBAS going east at 19,000 feet near Slegen at 1600 hours were en-
gaged for claims of 2 destroyed, At the same time in Dortmund area 5 lMe=262s
were seen at 16,000 feet but not engaged, In Zuider Zee an AR=23/ was seen at
- 1720 ‘hours at 10 000 feet, Six possible Me~109s evaded into cloud near Koblenz
from 6,000 feet- at 1315 hours, At 1600 in Koblenz area a Me-262 was engaged and
destroyed at 10,000 feet, d ‘

2, Flak
Hannover ~ Moderate to intense, fairly accurate,
Osnabruck - . Noderate, fairly accurate,

Giessen = leager, 1naccurate ’
Holzwlckede =~ Meager, inaccurate,
Lohne - = lMeager to moderate, fairly accurate,
Hildesheim = Nil to meager, accurate,
Vlotho Bridge~ Nil,
3. Sbseryations -

Apparent ammuriition dump at 5138-0812. ’

Two parallel main roads at 5158-0849E, with cross roads between with a
string of 100 or more buildings with red roofs, ‘Smoke pots were started here,

Six large barrage balloons appeared on dam at NV end of lLake at Waldeck,

30 plus balloons at 300 to 1000 feet vieinity Lake' at 5112-0903E,.

Hoavy traffic noted in M/Ys at Limburg and Paderborn, ;
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Limburg 4/F appeared to be operational,

4 plus u/i t/e a/c seen on A/F L miles N of Kassel.

20 plus s:leer u/i t/e a/c on twin 4/Fs at Gothae

50 plus t/e e/a both silver and camouflaged seen on Halle/N:.e'bleoen A/D.
15 plus t/e (Ju-88s, 188s and He-llls) on Juterbog A/D. :

8 e/a on A/F 8 m11es Nor'th of Limburge ~ : .

4e D o Epemy Installations
- ¥elnhagen 0i) Refinery - Very Good Results.

Bombed by 5 squadrons carrying 500 G,P, bombs, Two squadrcns blanketed
,the vplgfnt with hits on stores, workshops, gas amd oil storage amd boiler houses
.eauping an explosion apparently in the gas storage area which later resulted in
a fire, Two pattePns are seen in woods and fields 1,7 miles N-NE and 2% miles
N=NW of the target,.

&mver(Gebzgdgr AFV P;glﬂ - gg_q Regu ;;gg

. Attcked 'by nine squadrons carrying 500 G,P, and I,B, bombs, One pattern

blanketed the western 2/3 of the plant with hits on the foundry, workshops and
three of the machine assembly amd finishing shops, Another pattern h. one or
two hits on the machine and assembly shops and one stray bomb from a third
pettorn probably hit the foumlry, Patterns are seen in suburban and built-up
a.reas to the SW apd NE and up to 2,3 miles from the target.

mew

Target attacked by five squadrons carrying 500 1b, G,P, and I,B, clusters,
All patterns fell outside the target area south with the exception of one which
mey have covered the extreme southeastern corner of the plant, One squadron .-
blanketed 2/3 of the nearby Gebruder Cording A,G, which was the m'imary target,

ey Eige - Good to Very Good Resgl’tﬁ

o Two tergets separated by about one mile, Eiserwerke Wersel 1 target

and the tank assembly about a mile south, the other ’carget. Eisenwerke bombed

by three squadrons, Tark assembly plant had two bombs in target area, Most.

“of the other squadron attacking the tank plant dropped on the Eiserwerke plant

and bombed it, Three squadrons hit on this plant, One of the two other squadrons
apparently bombed.the flak battery south of Hannover ard direct hits are seen on
two places, :

Mﬁzﬁm—_&w g
&J&M-wﬂ}o Re '

This yvard attacked by three groups of which four.gsquadrons dropped on
~the yard proper and one on the junction of the lines leading into it, Yards are
seen to be londed moderately, These four patterns seen to be compact and well
placed on the eentral part of the yard .

SECRET '



DOsnabruck M/Y - Fair Results,

Bombed by three Sqﬁadrons carrying 500 G,P, 'bombs "One pattern blanketed
- the MFI with ross 1bly two hits on the Ialluover-road bridges, Other patterns are
in the builteup area of the city ome half mile to three-quarters mile from the

MPT, .

Honover M/Y - Poor Results,

Target attacked by three ‘squadrons carrying 500 1b, G.P, and I,B, bombs,
Patterns observed in the city MW, E-SE and SE of the main passenger stQtlon with
p0a51bly a few bursts on the malr lirne leadlng east, _ :

Vlotho RR Brldge - Fair Regults,

Four concentrations of bombs in target area, Intense gfound haze ard
smoke in early attacks made it impossible to assemble all bomb damage, Two pro-
bable hits on beldge and five hits on rail lines and embarnkments, Trrget in open
fields 1 mlle E «2 miles W,

Ead Oexenhausen RR Bridge - Poo;: to Fa:Lr ggl Se

Seven concentrations of general purpose plotted but no bursts seen on
target proper, Torgets of military value were: two hits on bridge and 10 hits
on rail on west side of bridges 1 hit and two probable hits with damage to
autobahn, Cther bombs in town and column of smoke east and south of target
caused by 61l cars or tanks, Haze and smoke malke complete damage assessment
impossible, ‘

‘Léhip» M/Y and’ Junction =~ Fair to Good Results,

. Eleven concentrations of-G,P, and I,B, seen im ard adjacent to target
area, ©Smoke mokes pin-pointing of strikes impossible but damage can be expected
to be severe throughout center of target areca, 40 direct hits seen on passenger
station and platform, In addition, incendiary bombs cover station area, Goods
depot severely damaged, Hits om rail lires and I,B, bombs seen bursting on rail-
wey cars about one~half mile from M/Y,

H:L:Iﬁeshe:!m VDM Jet Cagtings - Good puas111'ts.

Two metal work factories: Veriniete Deutsche Metal Works, and Senking .
Werke, Five concentrations of G,P,.and I,B, bursts in target area, -Numerous
fourdries, machine shops and other bulldlngs received direct and néar hits and
fires are seen burning, In additiom, tiwee u/i buildings were hit, Damage in
target arca expected to be severe, Many direct hits on rail lines and in M/Y
ad jacent to south bourdary of target area, Fires seen in RR cars and severe dam-
age con be expected, An u/i factory and residential section adjacent to target
is scen to be damaged, Probable direct hit on road and rail brldge and southern
approach to bridge destroyed, .



SECRET

BomeIn M/Y = Fair - Good Results, o *

) . Approximately 100 G,P, bombs 11 in and adjacent to target area,
*Although ground haze mokes pln-p01nt1ng of strikes impossible, it can be seen
that passenger station and goods depot have received hits, Target blanketed
by cmoke, Additional hits on reil lines in area, '

Holmwickede M/¥ = Unobserved Results’,
ters Railway Center - Verz Good Results.

Attacked by 12 squadrons, Hits seen on M/Y, rolllng stock, built-up
areas, roadw&ys.\ Target area Well hit,

;ggg ol MZY Unobserved to Good Respltg

- Attacked by 11 squadrons. M/Y, built=up area, rails, road-over-rail
bridge hit, . ‘



Sort:.es

. other Glaims
Doy - b Morch 15

Glaims & Losses': il

K 11;. a/e _]‘,m;rudar Defenaivo Patrol.

‘ .

p 80k M st

: Sortms

Mission

t 399 Bombérs‘l S
1247 Fighter Bombers L |
191 Reconnaissence . RS

1837 afe . ST
's 9th Bomb Division: Attackzed 2;. br:.&bes and( 2 i/Fs in the
Eoticai"area. Olaimss nil. Losses- 2 bombers. ‘

th TAC Armed xeoomlalasanqe E. of. Rhlm, bridge=
ot area cover- air cooperation strafed and bombed
Lippe AP Claims 2«2<h pir, Losses: 3 a}/c
58=0mi:8 Groxmd. o

19‘bh TA Armed recorma:r.ssance ‘E. of Rhing pir
oooperaﬁon, escprt to bombers~ leaflet miss:x.ons.
Claims- 10-1-13 aa.r. Lossés- - lafe.

‘,‘..‘.:

SECRET

-11-




Pirst UaSoToAcE .

NN b 29th mc - Armed recomnissanae Rh:me River and Ruhr
' - areas, Escort to bombers; A/F cover. Destroyed
_ ‘ ~ bridge at F 8502. I R P
Claims. s 0-0-1 air 'bwo AR 231;.5 over Ihgen arao.. ‘/

Lo...ses o .5’1

Sorties ¢ 1 ,ﬁ'ztez:geption Patrol
Cleims & Losses: NiJ.Q |
- Day = Ly March 1945

Sorties s 73 Bombers
) : 1 wighters
%}; afo |
Mission ¢ 42nd Bomb Wing = onbed Bad Munster. BR Bridge and

+ ammunition dump § 'of. Ingbert. Claims and Losses: Nil,

~ 1st French TAC = Afr oooperation with First French
arca, Cloims: nil., Losscs 1 a/c.

12th TAF - Armed Reconnaissance} rail intordiction
in battlo arca, Claims: Nil. Losses: 2 a/c,

Westerh French AP = Bombed, gas dump on Royen sector.
Claims and loss'es'- Nil.

Second TAF
'be‘ties"" : " 48 ’ a/c’ - . |
lgﬁs.sion f." ¢ Armed reconnaissancde and :Lnteroeption patrol, Sicgburg-

Franld‘urt-mldesheim area.

Al

Claims & LOsses‘ Nile

Dy - Uederoh 1915

Sortiés-b 3 39 Medium anibe‘:‘r’-s{
42 TLight Bombers
26 Armed Recon,

573 Fighter Operations
110 Recon

790 a/c-
SECRETL

g
-2 -




vl«l-—O-O AR-23!+ (nr Quackenbruck)

EERPY R

N ‘ , 1 F:Lghter L o
‘ f:'-;@ther c:la:.ms : g R Déstfpy_é&“ . De;;mége‘d~
SRR o I Rail Cuts 58 | o
s Locomotives 2 - 1
11 -7
RR Cars L ;I.O
"RAF Fighter Gonunand
Night = 13/14 Merch
- Sorties : 21 a/c " Intruder and Ir;teroep‘bion Patrols -
Claims & Losses: Nil.
Doy - 14 L&rch 19’4-5
Sorties 292 a/c
. Mission :  Dive bombn.ng rocket s:.“bes and bomber escort
Claims ¢ Nil, o o .
Tosses s 1 af |

2, Fifteenth fir Force
& Vorch

84 B¥17é and 53 P-5ls sortied, 80 B=17s cscorted by 48 P-51s dropped
241 tons RIX on Szony 01l Refinery with 'excellent rexults. Iosses: 1 B=l7.

81 B-17s sortied., 65 B=17s dropped 14+ tons RDX on Almasfuzito 0il.
Refinery with excellent results; 3 tons on Graz M/ with.results unavailable;
38 tons on Szony 0il Refincry with excollent results, Lossess 1 B-17.

80 B-17s _sortied. 69 B-17s dropped 193 tons RDE on Komaron M/Y with
good. results. Losses- 1 B~17,

156 B—ZAs and 24 P-S’ls sortied. 28 B=24s escorted by 24 P-5ls dropped
68 tons R:DX on Zagreb West M/Y with fa:l.r results, ZLosses; 1 B=2L

=13,
CRE

ftd -

L.s. T

{ed -



| - — —

' 163 B~17s and 1;2 P-5ls sortied, 118 B=17s escorted by 41 P-51s dropped
291 tons RDX on Nova Zamky with good results. Claims; 19=3-l, Losses: 3 B=l7s.

277 B=24s, 45 P—388 and 47 P-5ls. sortled. 273 B#2L4s escorted by 83
fighters dropped 611 tons RDX on Wiencr Neustad:b M/Y by PFF, 1 B=2l dropped 2 tons
on Knittelfeld. ILosses; 1 B=-2L4

104 P-38s sorticde 90 P—385 dropped 69 tons GP on Ptuj railroad bridge
scoring one possible hit; one P-38 dropped 1.5 tons on rouadhouse in WY,
Losses; 1 P—38.

21 P-51s sortied. 21 P-51s strafed rail lines at Bruck, Ieoben and Stetr
with good results, Losses: nil,

B ubers

Sorties : 841 a/c (qos B-17s, 433 Be2hs)
Eff. Sorties = 634

Tonnage : 1591

Claims Nil,

Losses 8 a/c (6 B-17s, 2 B-2L|.s)
Piphters

Sorties i 336 (149 P-38s, 187 P-51s)
Eff. Sorties: = 312

Tonnage : 7045

Claims 19-3-1

Losses ¢ 1 p=-38.

3o RAF Bomber Command

e

Day = 14 March

Targe ts Lossés

89 ILancasters .  Heinrichschutte Benzol Plant 1
L (nr. Bochum) :
80 ILancasters Zmscher Iippe N Benzol Plant 0
N at Detteln
15 Iancasters ) . Biclefeld RR Viaduct -0
5 Mosquitoes ) o :
17 Lancasters) ' Arnsberg Railway Viaduct ~— O
L Mosquitoes)
3 rosquitoes Weather Reconnaissance 0.
A3 efe < o - 1
' ~ h}j_l_—



{ 111-' uosquitpes - o
69 Mosugqitoes o Borlin oo Q.
o

6 Mosquitoes " Biren Towrs Bremen,
R o . Brunswick & Berlin

1 Mosquito . . Weather Recmniaséance 0
29 Mosquitoes ~ Bomber Support - . 2
o 28 Halifaxes N R
DR 1 stirling R P PR S
b 8 Fortresses . o oo 1
. L Liberators- REE T A -0
0

. 8 Halifaxes . R S:lgnal Investigation
; 1 Mosquito ~ L
801 afo

.
el e L .
> . v B
¢ - ’
i .
LN ) N R

NM‘E: 'l'he /forego:mg is based on prelminazy reports and is. not to be used ror
» reoord purposes, _ _ _ _—
S (CHARIES Y, BANFILL
Brigedier General, USA
D:Lrector Of Intall:.gence




- »is belieVed to be. incenda.ary fftale. This f!ak dama up i‘rom tha Hannov»r area,
. rasembl:.ng red flares, and laft a "i:rail Qf bzaok smoka. Both a/o, although

h:Lt reported that the projectile btzmad fur‘imzs]y and with a peculiar odor..
i The other a./c reports tmt tha projeatzle wha.qh hif; them xhd nat explode and is
\. :
! v
R -
.. =L6=
SECRET

f]ying in d:.fferent gz-ou'pa, were tmck :m theizw tail seotions./ One a/o that was.
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