HEADQUARTERS %MQ
13TH COMBAT BOMB WING (H)
. APO 559

Date 15 February 1945
13 CBW FO L4

13 CBW OpPsS 273

3 AD FO 584

SUBJECT: Taetical Report (COTTBUS, GERMANY)

T0 "% CO, 95BG, LPC 550

1. Informetion Concerning the Targets:

a. The primary target (visual) for today was the Synthetiec 0il
Refineries at Ruhland, Germany, ‘

be The secondary target (visual or H2X) for today was Cottbus,
Germany.

6. The last resort target (visual or H2X) for today was Bautzen,
Germany o

24 Nerretive of the Attack:
Qe 13 A Group = lOOA; B; C Squadrons:
(1) Navigation:
(a) Assembly:

The three Squadrons of the 100 Group made a normsal
take off and climb to assembly altitude, The Group was quiokly formed
over the field, The Wing assembly was made as brlefed, The 13B and 13C
Groupa were in good Wing position at CP 1, The English Coast was orossed
at 0903 on time,

(b) Route:

The briefed route was clpsely followed across the
Channel, The Group arrived at CP 2 about % minute late slightly north of
the briefed point on the c¢oast, The route over the Continent was
essentially as briefed, deviating at times to echelon on the Groups
ahead. The IP was overshot approximately 15 miles to the East, this was
-mainly caused by preceeding Groups overshooting the IP, thus making it
necegsary for the 13A Group to swing a little further to thé East to
avoid interferring with the Squadrons ahead on the bomb rune The Low
Squadron did not have good H2X operation so had to fly with the A
Squedron on the bomb run. The High Squadrogageeled off and made an
individual run. The Radar Navigator in the High had pioked up Ruhlend
instead of Cottbus and prooceeded to make a run on it, however, after
being notified by the Navigator that he was on the wrong target, plcked
up the Secondary and made a run on that after correcting to the right
behind the A and C Squadrons, The Group was quickly reformed after bombs
away and mede a right turn in en effort to close up the interval with
the preceeding Groups. The 13A Group was slightly left of course to
5015-1335 in order to remaln in Division Column. From 5015-1335 to the
.Continental Coast the route was essamtlially as briefed with minor
deviations at times to "S" slightly,.

(e} Weather:

) CAVU conditions prevalled over the base areas during
assembly. Over most of the Gontinent the Groups experienced a solid
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undercast. Kodek Control gave very accurate weather during the mission,
whioh enebled the Divieion Leader to plan accordingly. The target '
areas were completely oovered. Average winds obtained at altitude were
from 300 degrees at 4O knota,

(d) Navigational Difficultles:

. H2X equipment in Lew Squadron had poar‘range during
most of the mission. ) !

(e) Remarks:

Navigation was goods Good orew coordination was
exhibited in the High Squadron Lead,

(f) PFF Narrative:

Three PFF airoraft were dispatched., 100C radar
equipment had poor range due to low transmitting current, and was
compelled to drop on 100A, 100A and 100B made H2X sightinge on the
gsecondary target., Resulls were unobserved, '

(2) Bombing:
 (a) 1004, C Squadronss

ls Alr Leader Major Scott Nav , Capts Roesel

Pilot Capt, Jones Asst Nav Lt. Juhlin
Co=-Pilot M/0 Lt. Rhode
' : Bomb Lt. Grueschow
2+ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
aes Secondary 22 205x500 1B GP
Jettisoning 3 27x500 1B GP
Returning 1l 10x500 LB GPp

be Bombing Altitude: 23800¢
6e Time of Release: 1218
3» Run In from IP to Target:

It was necessary to overshoot the IP 15 miles in
order to stay in traill of the preceeding Wing en the bomb run. After the
turn, the M/0 ploked up the target and set up course. The bombardier-
was clutched in at 11 miles, and checks in rate were made at 10, 9, 8,

7, 6, 5 and 4 miles. All checke in rate were good and the rinal check
aceurate., When bombs were released on a true heading of 338 degrees,
synchronization was goodes OC-1 Auto-Pilot was used on the bomb run., C
Squadron released off A Squadron's smoke bombs,

ke PI Report:

aes 100A: Released approximately 2 3/10 miles SSE
of M/Y on a heading of about 345 degrees with a caloulated drift of 5
degrees right, With using bomb trajectory taeble for 500 1B GP a true
alr speed of 216 MPH at 24000; it 1s calculated that 100A Squadron's
pattern would cover the east choke point and possibly east end of the
Cottbus M/Y,.

be 100C: Shows no check points in bomb release
photo, but check points recognized in later printas would indicate that
C Squadron's pattern probably covered the eastern part of the M/Y, and
southern part of Cottbus,
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5+ Bombing Malfunctions:

A Squadron:

A/C 436: Bomb released at IP after rack switches
were turned on,

C Squadron:

A/C 602: Aborted and returned 10 bombs,
~ A/C 514: Aborted and jettisoned 10 bombs in
channel at 5226N=-0400E, ,

{b) 100B Squadront _
l., Air Leader Capt. Ferbracke Nav Lt. Bettman

Pilot Lt, Blanding Asst Nav
Co-Pilot M/0 Lt. Junista
' Bomb It. Belinau
2+ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
as Secondary 13 126x500 1B GP

be Boembing Altitude:  24000°

- Time of Release: 1219
3e- Run In from IP to Target:

' After the maneuver at the IP, which was overshot
15 miles, the M/0 picked up the target at Ruhland and started to set up
courae, The navigator, however, corrected him back on course to the
secondary target. The M/0 picked up the target at 20 miles and pro-
ceeded to set up course, Shortly thereafter the target was lost and
the M/0 did not pick it up agein until at 8 miles, The bombardier
was clutched in at 7 and rate checks were made at 6 and 5 miles, One
slight rate correction waes mede at 6 miles since rate was a little fast,
final rate, however, was poor. When bombs were released on true heading
of 235 degrees, synchronization was poor. C-1 Auto~Pllot was used on the
bomb run.

Le PI Report:
ae This Squadron released on approximately the
same heading and drift as A Squadron, but about one mlile later and the
pattern is believed to be about 1} miles NE of 100A*s, in open country
NE of Cottbus, ”
S+ Bombing Malfunctions: None.
b. 13 B Group ~ 954, B, C Squadrons:
"(1) Navigation:
(a) Assembly:
A normal take off and assembly was made over Buncher
23 at 9000, Conditions were CAVU over England and both Wing and
Division assembly polnts were made good without difficulty.
(b) Route:

The route was flown essentially as briefed with the
Group moving from left to right of the bomber stream through the flak

-3 -
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corridor at PDummer Lake, At CP L they were slightly South of course
still echeloned to the right, At the pre~IP the bomber stream wes 5
miles South of course aend overshot the IP 12-15 miles, At this point
954 peeled off and passed over the IP at 1l45. An H2X run was made to
the secondary target, Cottbus, and bombs were away at 1212, The 95B
Squadron used 5036-1402 as an IP at 1138 and made an individual H2X

run staying in the bomber stream. 95C Squadron used 5031-1410 as an

IP at 1140 and followed 95B, Bombs were away at 1217 and 1218 for 95B
and C respectively. It is assumed that because of the dlfference in
timings that 95A released their bombs before the 930 Groupe After bombs
away 95A made a 360 degree turn to the right and the Group reformed

on the leg from the RP to the next turnling point. The remainder of the
route was witheut indident until OAOOE when a direct route to the base
was taken up because of gas shortage in some of the alrecraft,

(¢) Weather: Same as 13A Group. _
(d) Revigational Difficultiea: None,
) (e) Remarks: |
Navigation was very satisfactory., Although no
interference with other Groups on the bomb run was reported, it 1is
recommended that when bombing in Squadron formation in an area such ag

this, the Group Leader should malntain Wing integrity if the Wing Leader
elects to fallow the bomber stream,

(f) PFF Narrative: |
Three PFI' alrcraft were dispatched., All sets
operated satisfactorily for navigation and bombing. Bombing was by
Squadrons, and results were unobserved,
(2) Bombing:
(a) 95A Squedron:

le Alr Leader Capt. Jeneman Nav Lt. Russel

Pilot Cepte. Parker Asst Nav Capt. Sirey

Co=Pilot M/0 Capt. Borech

‘ Bomb It. Schultz

2+ A/C Attecking: Bombs Dropped

as Secondary 11 106x500 LB GP
Returning 1 10x500 LB GP

b, DBombing Altitude: 22725
¢e Time of Release: 1212

3+ Run In from IP to Target:

The Squadron was south of the IP, but then cut
baok and made it good. The M/0 picked up the wrong target at first, but
sorrected back on course and picked up the secondary terget. The M/O
set up course and clutched the bowbardier in =t 10 miles, Thg
subsequent rate checks were accurate and when bombs were released on a
true Leading of 352 degrees, synchronization appeared to be good, C-1
Auto-Pilot was used on the bomb run, )

L« ©PI Report: Photos are cloud-covered.
5+« Bombing Malfunctiona:

A/C 826: Aborted - 10 bombs Jettisoned.
-k -
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“(b) 95B Squadrons:

l. Alr Leader Lt. Morrls Nav Lt. Ballatore
Pilot Lt. Gillen Asst Nav
Co~-Pilot ‘ M/0 Lt. Dement
‘ Bonb Lt. Lytle
2+ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
a. Secondary 12 116x500 LB GP
Jettisoning 1l 10x500 LB GP

be Bombing Altltude: 23500°*
ce Time of Release: 12173
3., Run In from IP to Target:

The 95B Squedron followed the bomber stream and
mede good arbitrary IP, 20 miles east of the briefed IP. After the
turn the M/0 picked up the target and set up course. The bombardler
clutched in at 10 miles and subsequent rate checks were accurate, When
bombs were released on a true heading of 339 degrees, synchronization
appeared to be goad, C-1 Auto-Pilot was used on the bombdb Tun,

he PI Keport: FPhotos are cloud-covered,
5 Bombing Malfunctions: ' '

A/C L47: Abvorted and jettisoned 10 bombae

(o) 95C Squadrons |

le Alr Leader Lt. Greer Nav Lt. Flygstad

Pilet Lt, Philpott Agst Nav
Co-Pilot /0 Lt, Decherniss
. Bomb Lt, Hathaway
2s A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
2e Secondary 13 126x500 LB GP

b. Bombing Altitude: 22400'
o Time of Release: 1222

le

3¢ Run In from IP to Target:

The 95C Squadron followed the bomber stream and
made good the same arbitrary IP used by 95B Squadron., After the turn
the Mﬁo picked up the target, with excellent returns, and set up course,
The bombardier clutched 1n at 10 miles and all subsequent rate cheocks
. were accurate. When bombs were released on a true heading of 345 degrees,
synchronization appeared to be good, C-1 Auto-Pilot was used on the
bomb run, ) .

L. PI Report: Photos are cloud-covered.
5. Bombing Malfunctiona: None,
ce 13 C Group - 390A, B, C Squadrons:
(1) Navigation:
(a) Assemblys

The three Squadrons mede a normal teke off and olimb to
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aséembly altitude. The Group was formed over the Buncher in very good
order. The Wing aasembly was as briefed and completed at Southwold at

0907 on time,
(b) Route:

The route flown was essentlally the same as that flown
by the 13A and 13B Groups, The IP was also overshot because the Greup
followed the bomber stream, Between the pre-IP and the IP the Deputy
Leader took over the Group lead because the A Squadron Lead H2X set
was not functlioning properly at the time, The Squadrons peeled off at
5046-142L using this as the IP for the secondary targetl The Group :
was reformed at 5132-1438 and followed the A and B Groups back to base,

(¢) Weather: Same as 13A Groupe '

(d) Navigational Difficulties: None,

(e) Remarks: ~

' Navigation was very satisfactory. DBecause of the High
and Low Squedrons of 95 Group lagging the 390 Group waz subjected to
prop-wash and was not able to keep its preper inturval.

(f) PFF Narrative:

| Three PFF aircraft were dispatohed.j 3904 set had’
poor H2X definitlon, and the lead was given to 390B prior to the IP,
however, the scope returns in 390A became sutfieiantly clear to mako a
bomb run on the secondary. 390B and 390C also made H2X sightings on
the secondary target. Results were unobserved,

(2) Bombings
(2) B?OA Squadron?

le Alr Leader Capt,-Stokes Nav Lt. Yary

Pilot Lt. ngria Agst Nav Lt, Lewis
Co=-Pilot M/0 Lt. Flanagan
. Bomb Lt. Kellerhouse
2. A/C Attacking: Bomba Dropped
8+ Secondary 11 108x500 1B GP
Jettisoning 1 10x500 1B GP

b. Bombing Altitude: 22800¢
- 8. Time of Release: 1225
3¢« Run In from IP to Target:

After following the bomber stream and overshooting
the IP 15 miles, the M/0 picked up the target and set up course. Setting
up rate through breaks iIn the clouds, the bombardler clutched in at 10
miles and all subsequent rate checks coincided with the visual rate that
had been set up previously, When bombs were released on a true heading
of 338 degrees, synchronization sppeared to be good. ' C-1 Auto-Pilot
was used on the bomb run.

The B Squadron took over the lead between the pre-
IP and IP because 0of poor definition of the H2X equipment in A Squadron,
On the bomb run, however, the definitlon eleared up, consequently, A
Squadron released on its own equipgent, in trall of the B Squadrona

4o PI Report: Photos are cloud-covereda
’ -6 -
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S+ Bombing Malfunctions:

A/C 565: Aborted, 10 bombs jettisoned at 5038N-
1311E,

(b) 390B Squadrons , ,
ls Alr leader Capt, Howe Nav Lt. Welsh

Pilot Lt. Flsher Agst Nav
Co-Pilot ¥/0 Lt,. Connroy
‘ ‘Bomb 1t. Liana
2. A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
8. Secondary 12 108x500 1B GP
10 Leaflet Contalners
Returning 1l 10x500 LB Gp

be. Bombing Altitude: 22700f
- 8+ Time of Release: 122k
3¢ Run In from IP to Target:

The B Squadron assumed the Group lead when definition
of the H2X equipment in A Squadron became erratis, The IP was overshot
15 miles, but after the turn the M/0 picked up the target and set up
course, Setting up rate visually through breaks in the clouds, the
bombardier elutched in at 10 miles. All subsequent rate cheeks coincided
with the rate Bhat had been set up previously. When bombs were released
on a true hesding of 346 decgrees, synchronization appeared to be good,
C=1 Auto-Pilot was used on the bomb run,

Le PI Report: Photos are oloud-covered.
5. Bombing Malfunotiogsg _
A/C 868: Avorted, 10 bombs returned,
(c) 390C Squedron:

le Air Leader Lt, Hannold Nav Lt., Sommer

Pilot Lt. Tresswood Agst Nav
Co-Pilot ¥/0 Lt. Matteson
' Bomb Lt « Buck
2+ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
a. Secondary 13 128x500 1B GP

b. Bombing Altitude: 22200!
~ 8» Time of Release: 1226
3« Run In from IP to Target:

Attacking on a true hecading of 340 degrees, the M/O
plcked up the target end set up course. The bombardier set up rate
visually through breaks in the clouds, and clutched in at 10 miles, After
the ocluteh-in all subsequent rate checks coincided with the rate that had
been previously set up. When bombs were released, synchronization
appeared to be goods, C-1 Auto-Pilot was used on the bomb run.

L. ©PI Report: Photos are ocloud-covered,

5. Bombing Malfunction®: None.

-7-
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3, Planning and Execution of the Mission:
8+ Group Order and Strength:
(1) &4 A, B, C Groups: 9 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(a) 94 Group 3 x 12 £/C Squadrons
(b) 487 Group 3 x 12 4/C Squadrons
(e) 447 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(2) 45 A, B, C Groups 9 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(a) 452 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(b) 388 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(¢) 96 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(3) 93 A, B, C Groupst 9 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(a) 490 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(b; 493 Group 3 % 12 4/C Squadrons
{c 34 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squsdrons -
(L) 13 A, B, C Groups: 6 x 13 A/C Squadrons
3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(a) 100 Group 2 x 13 A/C Squadrons
1 x 12 A/C Squadron
(b) 95 Group 2 x 13 A/C Squadrons
1 x 12 A/C Squadron
(e) 390 Group 2 x 13 A/C Squadrons
1 x 12 A/C Squadron
(5) 4 D, E Groups: 6 x 12 A/C Squadrons
"~ (a) 486 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(b) 385 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
be 4/C and C/C Aveilable:
(1) 95 Group REG 43 A/C 53 C/C
.PFF 10 A/C 8 ¢/c
| ME 5 A/C 8C/C
(2) 100 Group REG 45 A/C 51 C/C °
PFF 9 4/C 7 G/C
MH 5 A/C 5 C/C
(3) 390 Group REG 42 A/C 63 C/C
PFF g a/C 9 C/C
MH 7 A/C é c/C
6. A/C Scheduled to Take Off:
1) 95 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF
2) 100 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF
8) 390 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF
d. A/C Airborne:
(1) 95 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF
(2) 100 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF
(3) 390 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF
e. A/C Abortive:
(1) 95 Group: v
A/C 8826: 412 Sqdn "J" - Blew collector ring - Lost turbo
-8~
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on #4 engine - Pilot Lt, Walters - Sortie,

No sortie,

(2)

A/C 2447

100 Group:
A/C 602:

not regulate - Pilot Lt. Talmage - No sortie,

A/C 5143

not feather - Pilot Lt, Larson - Sorties

(3)

Lt. Damar -
f. A/C
(1)

(2)

(3)

A/C
(1)

Se

(2)

Woodbridge,

h. A/C

(1)

(?)
(3)
A/C
(1)

i.

(2)
(3)
A/C
(1)

Je

390 Group:

334 Sqdn "A™ -~ Runaway turbo - Pilot Lt. Rivet =

349 8qdn "P" - Runaway prop #2 engine - Could
349 Sqdn "J" - Runaway prop #4 engine - Could

571 Sqdn "Y" - Turbo out in #3 engine - Pilot

A/C 868
Sortie.
OQutstanding:
95 Group: "
A/C 1887: 335 Sgdn "F" - Pilot Lt, Schaap.
A/C 8199: 336 5qdn "Z" - Pllot Lt. Volze
100 Group:
A/C 6493 418 Sgdn "T" - Pilot Lt. Baker.
A/C 230: 418 Sgdn "O" - Pilot Lt. Wafford,
390 Group: ‘>
A/C 569: 569 Sydn "G" - Pylot Lt. Henry.
Landing Away from Base: '
35 Group: ‘
C 9152: 334 Sgdn "P" <« Pilot Lt, Rudkins - lLanded at A-78,
390 Gyoup: o
A/C k72: 570 Sgdn "F" - Pilot Lt. Babbitt - Landed at A-78,
A/C 663: 569 Sqdn "M"™ - Pilot Lt. Woodard - Landed at ‘
A/C 470: 570 Sgdn "H" - Pilot Lt. Todde - Landed at 4-78,
Attacking - 13 A Group: Bombs Dropped |
Secondary 35 331x500 LB GP
Jettisonlng 3 27x500 1B GP
Returning 1 10x500 1B GP
Method of Bombing: PFF
Method of Release: Salve
Attacking - 13 B Group: Bombs Dropped
Secondary 36 34,8x500 LB GP
Jettisoning 1 10x500 1B GP
Returning 1 10x500 1B GP
Method of Bombing: PFF
Method of Release: Salvo
Attacking -~ 13 C Group: Bombs Dropped
Secondary 36 344x500 LB GP
9 10 Leaflet Containers
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Jettisoning 1 ~10x500 LB GP
Returning 1 10x500 1B GP

(2) Method of Bombing: PFF
(3) Method of Relesse: Salve
ko Communications:
a., VHF:

(1) Major Scott led the 13th Wing. Communications within the
Group and between Groups 1s reported good, There was some continuous
keying on the return trip on Channel A,

(2) Control points were tranamitted satisfactorily to Arrowswift
on Channel B, Target and route weather information was received from
Kodak .

(3) Fighter contaet was not made as fighters were heard clearly
on Channel C,

- (4) Discipline wag reported gaod.
b, W/T:
(1) Control Pointas

CPl CP2 CP3 CPL4L TGT CP 5 BASE

Timings 0903 0941 1013 1059 1151 1345 1620
ATA 0903 0941 1021 1100 1128 1401

(2) Strike Reports:

100 S B S5 1218

100 S B S5 1219

95 SBS 1222

95 S B 5 1217
5. Mission Camera Report:

8, The'95 Group installed 3 scope and 9 verticel cameras, 2 and 9
of which took pictures:

A/C 8179 with scope camera instelled: Film slipped from teke
up spoel. v

b. The 100 Group installed 9 vertical cameras, 7 of which took
pictures: '

A/C 602 with K-21 installed: Aborted.
A/C 7972 with K-21 installed: Camera froze.

¢. The 390 Group inatalled 2 scope and 10 vertical cameras, 1 and
10 of which took piectures:

4/C 566 with scope camera installed: Nalfunction in bomb bay
switoch.

6. Controller's Log:
e. 1848 from 3 AD: (1) Force (2) Order (3) Assembly Plan.
b. 1853 to Groups: (1) Force (2) Order (3) Assembly Plan.

. 1855 from 3 AD: (1) %ero Hour (2) Task Force 4 & B (3)
Agsembly Information.
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a.

e.

L,
g

k.

3.
k,
1.

88.
bb.
CC.,

ad.

1925

2107
2108
2110

2200

2210
2215
2225
2310

2315
2327
2330
2333
2335
2335
R355

0007
0010
0025

0025
0100
0104
0110

0111
0120
0128
0200

to Groups:
from 3 Ab:
to Groups:

from 3 AD:

to Groups:

from 3 ADg
from 3 AD:
to Groups:

from 3 AD:

to Groups:
from 3 AD:
from 3 AD:
to Groupsa:
from 3 4iD:
to Groups:

from 3 AD:

from 3 AD:
to Groupa:

from 3 AD:

to Groups:
from 3 AD:
to Groups:

from 3 Ab:

to Groups:
to Gpoups:
from 3 AD:
from 3 AD:

(1)

(1)
(1)
(1)

Altitudes (Tentative)
and Approaches

(7)
Load

Agsembly

Wing Order Weather A4/C.

(2)
Leaflet Load.
leaflet Load,
(2) order (3) Bombing
(L) Division Assembly
(5) Routes (6) Zero Hour

(8) Weather 4/C (9) Bomb

Routes and Radlo Alds for Continent
(11} Divieion Order (12) Time

Targets anc¢ MPIs

RBA and RBW
(10)

Control.

(1)
(4)

Altitude

(8)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

Scrubbed

(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

Altitude

(1)
(1)
(1)

Hour
(1)
(1)
(1)

(1)
(3)

(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

(3) Fuel

(5) Assembly
Bomb Load
Time Controls,

Zero Hour (2) RBA and RBW

Bombing Altitudes (Tentative)
) Vieather AYC (7)

Routes and Radlo Aigs (9)

A-2 Annex to 3 AD FO 58L,

AW to 3 4D FO 584,

Targets and MPIs,

Bomb Leoad and T/I (2) Continent Assembly
(3} New Assenbly,.

Bomb Load (2) T/I (3)
Wieather A/C Information.
Annex 1 to 3 AD FO 584,

New Assembly.

Weather A/C Information.
Route, _
Terget Informetion,

(2)
Wing Approaches.

New D%vision Assembly
3

Annex 1 to'A-Z Annex to 3 AD FO 584.

New Aasembly

AW to 13 CBY FO 4.

Annex 1 to AW to FO 584 (2) New Zero
(3) VWeather A/C Informatione

New Zero Hour (2) Weather A/C Informations

New Last Resort Target.

Annex 1 to AW to 13 CBW FO 4i.

Final Timings (2) New Agsembly Altitude
Bombing Altitude.

Target Information. _

Annex 2 to AW to FO hi. - »
Annex 2 to A~2 Annex to FO 584,
(2) (3)

Time Controls Division Oprder New

Target Informetion.

- 11 -
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6o, 0210 to Groups: (1) Target Information.
£f. 0215 from 3 AD: (1) New Times.

g8. 0225 to Groups: (1) Time Controls (2) Division Order
(3) New Target Information.

hh, 0230 to Groups: (1) 13 CBW FO k4.

1i. 0250 from 3 AD: (1) Po 584, w

33, 0355 from 3 AD: (1) Time Correction, |
kk., 0402 from 3 AD: (1) Annex 3 to A-2 Annex to FO 58k.
11, 0450 from 3 AD: (1) MH Information,

mm, 0520 from 3 AD: (1) Annex 1 to FO 584, “

nn, 0555 to Groups: (1) Annex 1 to 13 CBW FO ko

oo, 0635 from 3 AD: (1) Smudge Pot Information,

PP. 0640 to Groups: (1) Smudge Pot Information,

qqe 0725 from Grps: (1) First Time of Take Off,

For the Commanding General: -

ERNEST A, KIESSLING,
Major, Air Corps,
Asst A-3,
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16 FEB' 1945

INTERPRETATION REPORT S.he 3210

. ATTACK. O COTTBUS MARSHALLING YARD ON 15 FEB 1945 /;9{}”' /7
(i) INFORMATION RECEIVED ON THE ATTACK ’ 2

() Noa of aircralt ¢ 435, with full fighter escorte
(b) Command : UsS, 8th 4TIR FORCE,
(¢) Timo . ¢ 1151 = 12264 hours.
(d) Bombs : : 4258 X 500 lb. GoPs

(ii) DETAILS OF THE ATTACK
Of the 4258 H.E. bombs dropped a tobal of 175 bursts can be secn on 7/10
o 10/10 cloud obscured photogzraphse (fote: A single burst scen on a
photozrank may be the result of tho cxplogion of more than onc bomb)e These
bursts extend from avprewimately 1% miles South Southeast, across a partiall
bullt=up busincss/residsntial arca, te the Southeast border of the yard wi'h
onc hit on the rail lines in the East cad of the yard, and several possible
hits on a,probable toxtile fectorye i fow scattercd bursts are azcen North
of tho yard. '

(iii) ACTIVITY.
(2) Tho yard is covercd on poor quality photographs.

(b) The loading is hoavys
(iv) ANNOTATED PRINT: Hone prepareds
(v) ©OMB PLOT : Nonc preparcda

(vi) PHOTOGRAI i ‘
' SAV  34/548-50 15 FEB 1945, 1215~20A hrs. 1/39,400 (F.L. 7%") 23,000t tB?
9 4.2 n

v 95/1425-27,29 ¢ 1212-224 " 1/40,250 23,5001 tC?
" 96,825,826 u 12034 ™ 1/41,100 n 24,000t tB?
" 96/827 _ " 12054 ® 1/22,300 (F.L.12") 32,300t *
" 100/1238,41,45  ® 12184 " 1/41,100 (F.Le 7") 24,0008
" 338/897,98,901 ¢ 120Li t o 1/39,400 " 23,000t
" 390/1332,1334.85 12204 v 1/39,400 " " "
n 447/@60462 " 1201A u u u 1 n
" 452/915-18 " 12044 " 1/39,400 " "
" 407/766-68 " 1151524 " 1/39,900 " 23,250t U
woo487/771 " 115La v 1/22,900 (F.L.12") 22,900t "
" 490/627,28,30 n 1207A " 1/39,400 (F.L. 7") 23,000t "
" 493/655,639 " 12054 " 1/39,900 " 23,250 ™
" 293/638 " 12104 " 1/22,500 (F.L.12%) 22,500t "
A0 487/291 " UnknoMm Oblique(F.L.6=3/8")22,700t tAl i
CONF IDENT IAL« ' DISTRIBUTION 0, 11C
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15 FI3 1945 3219 .

v

U.§. STH ATR FORCE
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'PROVISIONAL-STAT me OK DAMuCQ;‘
Damage to tao marSmalllnﬂ vhrd 13 conflned to the uaubbrn—ﬂ&ll of: th
~gartieulorly. in" the Taree 108t ‘_;‘i'
repair, saop, ond the power atalie: re guttud onwheav1ly da.agcd.f Severa ;
tors remain in the heavily loaded sorting, storage, ond passcagor S;dlnFS"
umcrouu othors h&v»»aepwrcnu1"~ooeﬂ rcprired sinoo tnc autaaL : :

= v(~’~ o ,~_ﬂu,x Ay ey nmmmq‘., i 3 A o 5 R S T

In thn tosn area Soutneasn os the ﬂarshu*anv yard, sowlous 1ncldent
involve at least five light industrial esteblishments ¢ end scwtuored bu31nesa
: ccmmerclal and reuldcﬂulql greuluca. ' :

e

Details of da%ugc in the mars halllng yard .are’ as follows-
Illustr ation C(Q)(l)" /"}

ie wcam., LD REPA

“Forth cnd gutted, ro
R S ,‘llggts out, orobaa
AR »VWx'tj‘ﬁﬁhl uor roo_ aanaga_ y

 PrQqu1c roof

h b
N : ) 3- . . 3:“
. N Xﬂ," . . - . 071(1- -
ol s e e : : . A A
6. IEngine Shod (Roundhouse) i GQubbed, burnts
‘ ‘ ' ‘,damugcd!f
f\, : - ‘ - 7. ‘Bngine 8hed (Roundhouse) - ',{:
3 BiHY B
froyodﬁor hoavllyxd
‘,;' L e k 12.‘/Powe S‘ iaa;'ﬁ'

DO()O‘t j‘f : »

TERJINAL E&CﬁLITF“

~l8. TrwnSﬁ1p1b4u S1od

uiOl loadln dock dastroye

o ‘ ‘ , ‘ 'f 0 méer lights out and sligh
AR : N R SR ’\f_*lV{r001 d»nage t

; ,;\\_\

R E 20. Bassongor Station

BN Y

4

cvumz"ed.
‘I‘OO»Q d
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L CONF IDENRIAL

s Sovoral oraters and derailed
rolling stocks Numerous
eraters opparcently repaired.

‘14. .Sorting Sidin@s‘

15. 8torage Sidings s Trac cside building 1/2 gutted.,
: ' ‘ Trackage apparently repmired '
ot severﬁl points. -

IV, THRU RUNNING LINES:

’Apparéntl§ intnot,

(Prints 3097-8, 31068, 4058-9, 4084-5)

na I

IME iND DATE OF PHOTOGRAPHY: 16404 hours on 3 MAR 1945,
1/6,000, | | | :

RbiQUhLiTY; The marshalling yord and Westorn throepfourtns of town are cove
w0 ered on falp quality phobogr aphg,

x, 3028, 17 AUG 1944, |
SORTIES USED: USTGR/2993 (3041-48), 106G/1969 (310348, 4104-9),
3098 (to follow whon aveilable).

DISTRIBUTION NO. 24-C

320 copies
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> . HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR PORCE - S
, .- . AP STATION 101 . .

I N - - APO 63k : | o | .

'I'MQPS“ SUOORY NO. 291

SE

o]

¥

= 1

'PERIOD: 0001 hours 15 Febmary tq 2400 Yours 15 ebruary 1945. S .

- A STATISTICS S L
. Losses , '

IS Sort1es+ Eff‘ec’clve Sozt“b:«.es“~ Tonnage Clams E/A | AA OT Tot.‘ NYR

Heavy Bosver Atks.. 131 - - 1075 |, 26523 0-0-0 -0 0 11 11 3

F:Lr*h’cer Escort 478 . WL 0 @2:0-04-0 0 3 1 13
‘Flvhter sWeeps (b) o’ . 6 - 0. 000.00 0 0 Q,

" Pighter Bombing = 0 S0 70 0:0-0 0 )
Photo Recon. S 30 28 0 000 00 1°1 0

/Weather Recon! = 29 s o 00000 0 0 0

Air/Sea Rescue e 22 ' 0 0620-00 0 0 0
Special Operations _ 28 26 0 000 0 u 0 0 o |

~+ Totals 178 1607 »2652.5 2008 0 0 13 13 16

a) Inoludes 1-0=0 Me-262
b). The two groups based. oh Continent did not operate. _

/. - -

B. OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

1. Bomber Attacks .

1131 a/c (759 B-17s, 372 B-24hs) fram three Air Divisions sortied in
four forces egainst synthetic oil-plants at Bohlen, Magdeburg and Ruhland and the
rail bridge at Wesel. 1075 a/c dropped 265243 tons GP on one primary (Magdeburg).
two secondaries (Cottnus M/Y and’ Dresden), one lest resort (Rheine M/Y) and
several T/O's. Targets bombed on PFF. Weather: generally 8/10.- 10/10 over
all targetse- E/a Opposition: nile One possible Me-163 sighted over Dummer Lake
No combat. Tosses: 11 B-17s to unknowh causcse  NYR: 3 B-2£+s, believed safe:
on Continent, ‘ - , -

- +USSTAF Regulation 80-63 20 January 191;.5 , ORn deflmtlons is now in eff‘oct.
According to this regula‘blon (1) "4 'sortie! is an eiroreft airborne on a mission
against the dnu,my (synonymous with terms: aircraft. dlspatched, alrcraf't airborne .
and aircraft taking off, previously used)"; (2) An ‘effective sortie' is a
sortie which carries out. the purpose of the mission"s, This applies to fighters
and bombers. (See said regulation for further cmlamtlons,\ In accordance
with the ‘above the terms "dlopatcﬁgd" ‘nd "attacting™, formerly used, have been -
ellmanated. » -

N -

fur
j=
|{s]
I =
it
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' Flrst Force

. Ruhland Synthetic 0il Plant.

, B 7hter Supporb‘ :
dom 1506-1525 hours.

Los ses:

As s.;'i..gnea7 Targets

Twelve group fomlatlons (459 B-17s, 3vd Air Division) sortied agalnst
a/c droped 1074e5 tons GP on Cotsbus /Y
( eécondary) and several T/Os at 1151-—1225 hours from 22,500-24,500 feets
Cottbus bombed on H2X with some visual assists.
8/1@ - 10/10 over target. -
26 minor, 8 major..
-over Dummer Lake - no combat.
-unknowfi. . NYR: nil.

E/a. oppositibn
Glaims :

439
TLeaflets

nll. Losses:

g

dropped on Cotihus.
il to meager inaccurzte, ,
One ‘possible Me~163 sighted
11 B=-17s 'bo causes

tttle

o~

Three groups . (173 P«f)la) sortied. TUp 0833-1012 hours,

153 effective sorties.
- engaged one Me-262 nsar Amberg end one HS-129 east of Dresdef, Sighted 5 w/i
~ Jet a/c south of Dresden - no combat,
Karlsbad-Eger area and northeast of Dresden. Claa.ms,
1 Me-262 destroyed) ' /

f ,Detalls of attack as f‘ollqws: A

B/a opnosition:

ml' "'

Ruhland Syn. 0il Plant
Cottbu.s Wy (Sec)

Other Taxgets

Rd. Jot. 5136N-1009E

5230-0733E -7
Quackenbruck

Second Force

dropped on Ibresden,
Flak: nil fo meager, inaccurate.
on take off)

: Fighter Suppor'tm
down 14415-1514 hours
rail, transportation i
causes unknown, NYR: nil.

Sor‘bleS' Effec’clvc qo**ulcs — To g

M ne—

459

‘ Nof: At‘czrxckedi

i if:mhb
¢ e o
11

one. group

-Strafed transportation facilities in
2-0-0 air (includes

N
'Y

'Besul_’.;‘ 7

. Unobserved

‘Unobserved

Unobserved

. Unobserved
Unobservcd -

Ten group formatlons (22 B-l?s, 1st Adr D1v151on) sortied agalns‘b
"'Bohlen Synthetic Oil-Plent, . 212 a/c dropped L4564 3. tons GP on Dresden (assigned
secondary) and 2 T/0s at™I151+1201 hours from 2,400-27,700 feet. Leaflets
Secondary bombed on H2X, Woather:
Battlec Damage: 8 winor, 4 Cat
E/a ogpos:l.tlon. _nil, Claims: nil, LOSSeS‘

10/10 cloud at.target.
~"E" (crashed
NYR: nll.

Thme groups (158 P-5ls) sortn.ed. Up’ 0850-0920 hours ’

U1, effective sorticse
Frankfuxt area.

"Jta
e
({9

E/a opposition:

\"
:

o .
1=
‘l..a

Strafed

1 Pf-5l to




7 R R ,;

; , Thir(;y—seven sQuaém form&ions (372 B-?l..a, 2{:1 Aix' D:wision) sorbled

agdinst. l?lfag burg Synthetic 0il Plant 353 a/c dropped 898.5 tons GP on: =

/ y ¢ 0il Plant at 11391155 hom.s Trom’ 21,000-25,000 Feet. :

- Leaflots dropped on liegdcburg,’ Weathors: gencrally 9/1L e

' t‘_argeﬁ".’*' Flok: meager o moderve; imsccurate. - Battle demage: 32 .

mind Cat *E"." E/a oppositiom: nil, 'ul;.q.m., ils - Losses: mlv' NIR:
7 3 B-Zh-s belleved safe on Conv.inen'b. o ) , R

»

. 7

e Fﬁ.g}'ﬂzer Supoort: lI;‘wo groups {120 P—Bfl.s) soz‘hed., Up 0922-0930 hom*s,
3 down &50-1505 hourss” 110 effective sortics. E/a opposition:s mils ' St¥afed .
~re¥] traffic in Kessel arct. Cla.ims nilt Lcsses., nil. NiR:

1:v.eved safe bn Contlnerrb. RO 0

Dertalls of' a.t’caok: as follows ,,,;;[

ﬁw ‘ §2rtle§ ;:f‘fep'hlve SOI’b]gQB )
Ma&aebmﬁyn- 011 P:Lam - Wiy e

 riahedE &Jpporh'  one growp (27 Pdﬁs) sorbied. Tp 1232 izours,
.~ 1553 hours,” ‘276 ePfective sorties. E/a epnosi'bicn’ il Cladms; .
©., Losses: m.l. g NYR: nii- - R '

R AR

De'bails’o:e attack as: follows'




1 P-51 to causes unlmowh. I\TXR 13 P-5ls.

N , _ ' PR 3

4
e
N
1

4
"

SEGRET. - -, o

'Othe.r./Targ"ets’ - " Sorties ‘ | Effeetive Sorties - Tomnage - Results
mmster (eiy) . .. 3., 330  Ubsorw
Totels % e T e R EN o

| 2, ‘Fighter Escort

Nine groups (451 P-—51s, 27 P-—zﬂs - 478 cﬁ/&,) sortied as SUpport fo

bombei' forces. Up 0833-1232 hours, do.m 14..5~1553 hours, 431 effective sorticse.

E/= opposition: .one group engaged one Me-252 ncir Amberg and one HS=129 east of

Dresden. Five u/:L jet a/c sighted south of Dresden = no combats. Transpo, “tction

targets strafed,. Claims: 2-0-0 air (includes 1 Me-262 destroyed)o Losses:

e

o Dest roved - g_ame;gea o

Locomotlves : o o l;.O : - 10
0il Cers . - - R 2 N
. Tepk Cars . - - 30 - -
" Goods . Cars ' B . -
. Prucks
Station
Radar Tower

- Ground Claims S N

~

oW
|
A
on ,Nf;?oﬂ.

3. .Fighter Sweeps - ' . . . .

Niit . , - ‘ ) . ',‘

Lo Fighter Bombing

Be Phd’co Reconnaissance

30 a/c sortied as follows. 3 . ' _ | o

16 F—5s and 5 Spltflres on d.ay photogr'\phy* in central, western and
northwestern Germeny, on ac’clv:Lty stul of Lindcn, Bissel, Kiel Canal and -
mapplng of Frarkfurt arcae : e e e <

L P-5ls ag escort for above.
~ 'l Mosquitoes on night photograph over Duventer, Amsterdcm I,Jmulaca, ‘

Meppel, Groningen, Leuwarden,. Do{coov and Zwollce

1 Mesqulto on Mickey missions . Aborfed duc to wea,ther.;‘

Total Losses. 1 P50 T

ADDENDUM TO - INTOPS FOR 14 Pebruary 1945. S T
Report received 0330 hours 16 Februarys ' ' ’
1) P-5s on D/A of M/Y in western, ‘northern and central Germany and

. mopping of ‘Siegen,- Frankfurt, Siegen-Wiesbaden, Freukfurt-Coblenz-Kissel arcase

5 P-5ls as escorte 2 F—5s :Lntercep:bed by an. 1\@-—109 over Dors‘ben. Cla:.ms and’

Losses:  Nil. .. . , SRR

SECRET . -




o &6.'\ Wcather Recomissance

‘ a/c sort::.ed as ;f‘ollows / A

‘, Y A B—l?s and 5 Mosqu:.toes on weai:her fllghts.v 1 B—17 on routlne weather

. ‘f‘llgh‘b to Azores; 1 B-17 -on: routine: weethor. flickt from Azores; -2 B-17s on ,

‘. weather flight over sea NW of Lends BEndj 5 Mosquitoes on special s ther ,
reconnalissence over Holland,: Northwestern G-ema.ny, east and eentral Gormany, a
Atlantic. south of Icelahd and UsKe . | e -

20 P-5ls. scé:u'b,ed weather for bombers. : @*effecﬁive SOrtles. ' ‘ o
}

! -

I NoLosses. .

-  7. A rASea Rescue )’ﬂ e o
22 P-4 7s on routine . search and patrol. A‘ll a/o completed mas:m:;s and

returned saf‘ely. S e ,/j

) : — : IR
: 8e Speclal Operatlons N

- 28 a/c sortied as f‘ollo

SR 10 B-2s’s dropoad 1eafle*bs over Holland and Germany.
[ -7 B~24s on RCM, jamml from 0616-0845 hourse . - ..
3 a/c, (2 P=5ls, 1 B 24) as radio reloyse AR
: 2 B=17s took radar scope photos of wvarious boﬁnb runs on Hanover.. o -
5 Mosqultoes on Cheff dispensing missionse (1 a/c aborted and 1 wes \

‘ recalled). o - \ ‘
N 1 Mosqulto on expern.men‘bal mv:n,gatlon flight over Holland, 1W'and S ' ‘
< Germany. , ' ' /o S
. . -t - . . ‘\\ \
o No lossess® -+ . | A o R , ‘ Cd
S, C.‘INTELLIGENCE S . A

l. Eneny Air ODPOSltlon S T , ‘ 0

Ground haze and low fog probably prevcn’ced 'bhe GAF Prom’ puttlng up. any
oppositions The only e/a’seen in the cir was by 2 Pwbl: groups escorting the PR
Mrst Porces. One of, the.)e groups surprised and destroyed an Mem262 near Amberg

east of Nuremberg) at’1,000 feet and destroyed an HS=-129 esst of Dresden at~ .~
8,000 fget.. They also saw five u/i Jet a/c ot 15,000 feet south of Dresden on S
an easterly course but these disappeaxed before they could be engaged. ; '.[‘he othel ‘
‘group signted a pOQSZLble ,Jet a/c in the Nlesbadun areas’ voos 4

Four P-51s escortlng a PRU a/c were bounced on the return flight near
Hemover by two Me=262s. The jets broke awey when the P-5ls turned into them
and dlsappeared in broken clouds ; :

NS

. 2e Flak

s WA A b, i

Magdeburg =~ meager tQ moaerate s both 'barrage and predlc‘bed /f‘:.rec ’
Dresden - meager and inaccurate, .

' Groszenhain - meager and inaccuratec, ' . ‘ s
Cottbus = nil to meager, inaccurites o - L



'extending from 5248N-0535E to 5236N-05L0E,

. NOTE

BgREZ

-I‘tx:l"

3 Qbservations B e e i S \ o

4 -5 ¢/a observed on Dedelstnrf L/F. L L ‘ '’
What zppeared to be a mine fic 14 or net obgerved about one m:a.le off shore
Hotse dicim vehicles and wagons o< rrylng rcfugee.o and‘ houaehold goods t
‘moving- west in tn.e Bohm/Leipa Niemes arec, = -
. Large AR repotted at 4959N-O8L6E, Main rurway bordered by orange -
‘lights running E ‘to W intersectéd) by ‘two S'bx'ings of white 11ghts at each end: -+

*lcttc,rs A, X al“bermtely flashed by white -1i gh‘b 'bea.c,oru

a
i Y

L Damuge to Enemy Installutlons

\ p

M N_g_feburg/Rothensee éynthet;o O:Ll Plan'h - Unobuerved Results

| ,
~ Generally unobservegl resultse A fovr patterns” ‘seen thmugh small breaks
from 1 2/3 to 3 3/L miles S-SE and S-8W-of targéts One trajectory wes ccle-
culated one mile south of the MPT. Resul'ts of wvisible patterns gene:rally good
vith hits seen on docks and an :.ndus‘bma,l '&I‘Cm

i ¢ 4

.

Got’cbus - Unolgserved chulﬁs

’
1

‘ 'I‘wclve squqdron pat'be:ms are secn in the bullt-uP area of the city
crossifg the east end of the M/Y,. The photos gre pertly cloud coversd and thpse
patterns carmot be observed completely, they efn only be« seen partly unier the
clouds. 11 sq_uadrons plo*bted down in the city, two of) them in the M/Y and 5 \

"squadrons plotted dovm im Open country 2 1/2 miles from the citys - The imlonce
. of the photos are so completcly cloud ccvemd tmt they cannot be locateds = -

[

..

The f‘oregmng is based on fpreJ "tlnary reports and 1s no’c to be used for
record purposese '

! '
P 4 .

— o ay mawn <. N



