HEADQUARTERS P

13TH COMBAT BOMB WING (H)

' APO 559 Xﬁﬂz
Date 14 February 1945
13 CBW FO 43
13 CBW OPS 272

| 3°AD Fo 583
SUBJECT: Tactical Report (CHEMNITZ, GERMANY)
0 :  CO, 95BG, APO 559 |

1. Information Concerning the Target:

ae The primary target (visual) for today was the Marshalling Yard
at Chemnitz, Germany.

be The secondary target for today was the same as the primary, H2X
technique was to be employed, .

6, The last resort target (visual or H2X) for today was Plauen,
Germany .

2y Narrative of the Attack:
a, 13 A Group - 3904, B, C Squadrens:
(1) Nevigation:
(a) Assembly:

The three Squadrons from the 390th Group made a normal
teke off and c¢limb to assembly eltitude, The Group was assembled in good
order ever the Buncher and at the same time making visual contact with
the 13B and 13C Groups in the area, The Wing assembly was eompleted at
Southwold at 10194, this also being CP 1.

(b) Routes

The briefed route was followed to 5226~0411, at whieh
point the 13th Wing Leader made a double drift to the left in order to
loge tlime and enable the Lth Wing, who was L minutes late, to close up
their intervel in the Diviaion Colummn. CP 2 was made good and sbout 1
minute late, The route to CP 3 was essentially as briefed. Due to weathex
enroute to CP 4 the Group flew Blightly right of course, essing at tlmes
to allew the 4th Wing to elese upe A wind check was obtained between
0900E and 1000E and was foumnd to be from 310 degrees at 80 knota.

‘ The Alr Lesder requested the Lead Navigator to make
several doglegs to lose time and allow the 4th Wing to close up inte
proper divislon order and spacing. The IP wes ldentified visually and
checked by H2X fixes. Due to equipment failure the C Squadron had to
fly with the A Squadron, The B Squadron which had ne equipment diffi-
culties peeled off at the IP eand fell in trail behind the A and C
Squadrons, The Radar Navigator set up course for the Bombardier and gave
rete checks on the bomb run. Several corrections to the left were made
while adjusting course intoc the secondary target. After the Bombardier
received the 6th rate check the Lead Bombardier of the A Squadron picked
up what he believed to be the secondary target thru a hole in the
undercast and made a sharp turn to the left. Due to insufficient time
to synohronize the Bombardier held his bombs. A 270 degree turn to the
right was made in en effort to bomb the last resort target of Plauen.

After completing the turn the A Squadron toek a
heading of 270 degrees and in doing so interferred with formations
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TR, 14 Feb, 'L5

on the bomb approach to Chemnitz, This msneuver forced the 100C

Squadron to abanden the secondary target alnce the 390th A and C

Squadrons cut thru the 100th Group formation. The 100th C Squadron

had to turm off and later fell in trall of the 390th A and C Sguadrons.
After "S"ing back to the South, the Radar Navigator of the A Squadron
picked up what he assumed to be the last resort target and passed the ,
bearing to the target on to the Navigator, who then gave the heading to it,
The Radar Navigator made several corrections to the left and gave rate
checks to the Bombardier. After the 5th rate check the Bombardier plcked
up what appeared to be the last resort target and made a sharp turn -

to the right and bombed it, This target was later identifled as Eger,
Czecheslevakia, 25 miles SSE of Plauen, This lndicates that the Radar
Navigator misinterpreted the town of Eger for the town of Plauen,

Assuming that the last resort target wes attacked the
Radar Navigator gave fixes to the Lead Navigator which indicated that
he was right of course on the route out from the target. Aoting on this
agssumption the Lead Navigator promptly suspected a wind shift end
found thet the H2X fix sonfirmed that the metro winds were in effect so
used them to correct into the briefed course by taking up a 250 degree
heading, The Radar Navigator was unable to glve any assistance after
1247 at whioch time he had given the Navigator a fix at 5039-1027, It was
not until 1338 when the Navigator was able to do pinpoint pilotage and
was checked by H2X fixes wasé he able to accurately orient himself at
49380955 South of Wurgzburg. He was later assisted by fixes from Frank-
furt which further established his position approximately 30 miles South
of course, The briefed course was intercepted at Friedburg. From this
point the briefed course was essentielly as brlefed to approximately
O500E where the course wes altered slightly to right at the request of the
Alr leader by passing Brussels to the North. The Continental Coaest was

crossed at 5023-0325 at 1607,

The 390th B, which had followed the A and C Squadrons
on the bomb run, proceeded on the bomd run and bombed the secondary
target by H2X, The B Squadron could not locate the A and C Squadrons
et the RP so fell in formation with the 100th Greup and followed them

back to bage,
(e) Weather:

During assembly a 1/10 to 3/10 middle layer of alto-
cumulus, 12000-14000 feet was encountered, A high layer of cirrus at
21000-23000 was reported, Over channel nil to 5/10 low layer was
reported, Main difficulty was experienced at 0800E where Groups ran
into a high soud layer making visual ocontact impossible at times, In
target area a 7/10 to 8/10 strata cumulus was reported, and a high cirrus
layer over the target. Winds over Continent 310 degrees at 80 knots,

(d) Nevigational Difficulties:

13A Lead A/C Gee equipment failed during assembly.
Low Squadron Fluxgate Compass became lnoperative over Continent causing
some difficulty for M/0 and Navigator in keeping up accurate DR. "S"ing
and sharp turns near target made it very difficult for the M/0 to keep
oriented with the ground., The High Squadron had difficulty in keeping
in visual contact during mission due to high cirrus scud layer. Gee
in B Squadron became inoperative during assembly, '

(e) Remarks:

"S"ing and sharp cerrections should be held to a-
minimum in order to gilve the M/0 every possible chance to be of sssistance
to the Navigator and Bombardier. Mueh of the M/0's difficulty on this
mission was due to loss of orientation with the ground., This caused fixes
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obtained after leaving the seeondary target to be unreliable and made it
dirticult for the lead navigater to do accurate navigation., It is
rather difficult to do pimpoint thru bresks in c¢louds unless you have
established yourself aleng the route by the osther check points, Had the
Bombardier gone in with the M/0's assistence on this mission it is
assumed that lhe secondery target could have been attacked sueceaarully.
The navigation was very satisfactory,

(f) PFF Narrative:

Four PFF A/C were dispatohoa. 390C A/C had fluxgate
compass ineperative and dropped off eof 390A Squadron. 390B made an H2X
sighting on the seoondary target. 390A began an H2X sighting on the
secondary, however, at the six mile check point the bombardier lecated
the target visually and mede a radlical correction to the left, The
target was lost, however, and the declsion was made to bomb the last
resort target, An H2X run was eventually made on Eger, Czechoeslovakia,
with a visual assist, 3904 rader navigator was not properly eriented
on this run due to excessive turning of the airorarft.

{2) Bombing:
(a) 3904, C Squadrona: _
1ls Alr Leeder Col, Moller Rav Lt. Rawlins

Pillot Capt, Rohr Asst Nav Cept, Arbin
Co-Pilet Lt. Arnold M/0O -~ L. Epton
_ ’ Bomb Lt. Matteson
2+ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
8¢ TO Eger, Czech, 2 22,4,x500 LB GP
TO R 3 8x500 LB GP
Jettisoning 1 10x500 LB GP
Returning 1 2x500 1B GP

2; Bombing Altitude: 21200
@e Time of Release: 1234

3¢ Run In from IP to Target:

A run was started on the secondary target and the
M/0 picked up the target and set up course, After the 6 mile check the
bombardier ploked up visually what he thought to be the secondary target
and made a sharp turn to the left., It is believed that the M/Y a
Blauchau was picked up in error. The run, however, was too ahart,
consequently, the bombs were held, The turn to RP resulted in the A and
C Squadrons interfering with 1000 Squadron's bomb run. The M/0 then
picked up what he thought to be the last resort target and proceeded
to set up course. Actually the target was the M/Y at Eger, Czechoslovakia.
The bombardlier clutched in at 10 miles and checks in rate were made at
9, 8, 7, 6 and 5 miles., After the 5 mlle check the bombardier picked
up the targéet visuelly, which gave him approximetely 30 seconds to
synchronlze, A large course correction was made to the left in order
to get on the M/¥, The bombardler over corrected and while he was in
the process of makling a correctlon to the right, bombs were released.
When bsmbs were released on a true heading of 178 degrees, rate was good
but deflection was off to the left, Twenty-two degrees of drift was '
experienced on the bomb run, C-] Auto-Pilot was not used on the bomb rune
C Squadron released off of A Squadron's smoke bombse

4« ©PI Report:

8¢ 390A end C Sguadrona bombed a TO at the village
of Eger, Czeohoslovakiae
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Two aeparate; fairly compaet patterns appear in an open area 1800 feet
Northeast of 5 large and 3 medium sized hangars, and 1950 feet Eaat
of a small but well-loaded M/Y.

bs Since no AP was reported by the two Squadrons,
no attempt has been made to determine percentages within 1000' and 2000
of an MPI. ,

8+ A Squadron’'s main concentration is nearly
circular, slightly wider than long, the diameter being 1088', There are
at least 16 stray bursts from A Squadrom, Six of these hit among the
hangars, resulting in 3 direct hits and 1 near miss on a large workshop-
type hanger, and 3 near misses on a large arch-roofed hangars

4. One A/C (#481) of 390A bombed open fields in a
locality reported to be 5020-1155.

' es C Squadron's pattern is considerably loeser
than Ats, It is roughly triangular in shape, length: 1571', width:
1965, There are 9 near misses and direct hits on buildinga in the
scattered settlement which lies to the East and NE of the M/Y,

fe At least 72 A/C appecar on the A/F, They are
of two types: il) At least 38 very large S/E A/C, or gilders, widely
dispersed, and (2) 24 small S/E type A/C, all but one of which are clese-
ly parked emong a long line of revetments which extends eastward from
the large hangars. These A/C claaaly resemble the ME. 163 (S/E Jet).

- g+ 390B Squadron'a photogrephs are 10/10 clouds,
5« Bombing Malfunctions:
A/C 481: 8 bombs released on a TO at 5020N-1155E,
A/C 1343 Rack malfunction - 2 bombs returned,

‘ A/C 265: Aborted - 10 bombs jettisoned at 5232N-
0336E. ,

(b) 390B Squadron _
le Alr Leader Major Brown Nav Lt« Eusner
Pilot Capt. Kenny Asst Nav
Co-Pilot M/0 Lt, Wileox
_ Bomb Lt. Wosecszyk
2+ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
&e Seoondary 11 108x500 LB GP
Jettisoning 1 6x500 LB GP
Returning 1 4x500 LB GP

b. Bombing Altitude: 22100'
- &« Time of Release: 12233
3+ Run In from IP to Target:

Attacking on e true heading of 34 dagreoa, the M/0
picked up the target without difficulty and set up course. The bombardier
clutched in at 11 miles and checks in rate were made at 10, 8 and 6
miles., Vhen bcombs were released synohronization appeared to be good.

C-1 duto-Pilot was used on the bomb run,
ke PI Report: Photographs show 10/10 clouds.
5. Bombing Malfunctions:

A/C 058: Jettisoned 6 bombs and returned L.
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be 13 B Group - 100A, B, C Squadronss
{1) Navigaﬁion:
(a) Assembly:

A normal tske tlr and Group assembly was made over
Buncher 28 at 9000 feet. On adviee from 134 the Group tacked on near
Bunoher 11 and made the Wing amssembly and Divislon assembly good in
trall of the leader,

{(b) Route:

CP 1 was made good at 10000, 1} minutes sarly. Briefed
course was flown to CP 3 at whieh time thick cirrus olouds were
encountered and visual contact was lost with 13A, A frozen pitot tube
in 100A lemder caused the alr speed indicator to fluctuate. Visual
contact was regalned at 1000E and the Group remeined in trall of 13A
on oourse, The decislon was made for 100B to asssume lead of 13B and
that Sguadron dropped down to 23000 with 100A leader echeloned #$o right
and 100C echeloned to their right, The IP was made good and an H2X
run waes made to the seeondary target. On the bomb run l00C was foroced
to abandon their run to the target by 390 A and C and elected to bomb
the last resort. Rather than be a lone Squadron & decision was made to
Join the two Squadrons of 13A, A TO was attacked at 5002«1229 and they
then joined 390A and C near RP at 4955-1210, Poor range made the H2X set
unavailable as a navigational aid and as Gee was also out DR had to be
used until a definite pinpoint was found near Waurzburg, A turn to the
rizht was made and they converged with the briefed route in the
Frankfurt-Xoblenz flak corridor, 100B took over the Division lead at
the briefed RP and 390B formed with them and followed the briefed route
back leaving the Continental Coest at 1611 at 5125-0325 at 8000. The
English Coasat was corossed at 1652,

(¢) Weather: Seme as 134 Gronp.
(d) Navigetional Difficulties:

Weather encountereé at 0800E in the form of thiek
cirrus e¢louds and dense persistent ocontrails end clouds 1n the target
area made navigation difficult., The Gee Box was out in the 100C Squadron

which also had poor H2X reception,
(e) Remarks:

Navigation was excellent especially in the lead and
high Squadrons. .

(f) PFF Narrative:

. Three PFF A/C were dispatohed. 100C was unable to
make an H2X run, because range was too gaori bombed a TO lnstead, by
visual means., 100A and 100B made H2X sightings on the secondery target,

Results were unobseived, -
(2) Bombing:
(a) 100B Squadron. »
ls Alr Leader capt. Gibbons Nav Lt. Kirby

~  Pilet Lt. DePlanque Asst Nav »
Co-Pilot M/0 Cept. Frye
' Bomb Lt. Svendsen
-5 -
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2+ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped

&« Secondary 12 113x500 1LB GP

Jettisoning 1 10x500 LB GP
Returning 1 3x500 1B GP

be Bombing Altitude: 21570!
8+ Time of Release: 1225
3+ Run In from IP to Target:

‘Attacking on a true heading of 34 degrees, the M/B
pleked up the target without difficulty end set up course, The bembardier
clutohed in at 1l miles and all rate checks were good. When bombs were
released synehronigation eppeared to6 be good and bubbles level, C-1
‘Auto~Pilot was used on the bomb rune _

ke PI Report: Photographs show 10/10 clouds,
S« Bombing Malfunciions:

A/C 840: Two stations were frozen and 2 bombs had
to be Jettiscned manuslly at the RP, '

A/C 865: Rack malfunction - 1 bomb jettisoned.

A/C 297: Aborted and 10 bombs Jettisoned on a flak
installation et 5235N-0732E, ' .

(b) 100A Squadron:

le Alr Leader Major Cruver Nav Lt, Wila

Pilet. Lt, Williem Asst Nav Capt. Andersen
Co-Pilot Lt., Blackson M/0 Lt. Cately
' ' Bomb Lt. Orendorftf
2. A/C Attacklng: Bombs Dropped
&. Secondary 12 116x500 LB GP

b. Bombing Altitude: 21574'
~ g. Time of Release: 1225%
3. Run In from IP to Target:

After a good turn at the IP the M/0 picked up the
target and set up course, The bombardier clutched 1ln at 70 degrees mnd
cheeks in rate were made at 65 degrees, 62 degrees, 58 degrees, and 53
degrees, Throughout the run only one slight rate correotion was required,
When bombs were releéased on a true heading of 54 degreesy synchronization
appeared to be good, C~1 Auto-Pilot was used on the bomb run.

ke PI Report: Photographs show 10/10 cleuds.
5. Bombing Malfunotions: Noue.
(e} 100C Squadron:

le Alr Leader Capt. Wooten Nav Lt. Johnaon

Pilot Lt, Murrasy Agst Nav -
Co-Pilot M/0 Capt. Frye
' Bomb Lt. Swen
2¢ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
aes TO Bridge, Doubrava, 13 126x500 LB GP
Czeshoslovakia :
- b -
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TB, 114» Feb, 'k5 .
b. Bombing Altitude: 21600*

6., Time of Release: 1239

3¢ Run In from IP to Target:

After the turh at the IP and half way down the bomb
run, the Squadron was foréed off the run as a result of interference from
the 390 A and C Squadrons, It was decided to bomb the last resort target,
but the M/0 wes unable to make & run because of insufficient time. The
Command Pllot decided to follow the 390th A and C Squadrons and
instrueted the bombardier to pick up a TO or release on the 390th A and
C Sqguadrons' smoke bombs, The bombardier was further instructed to be
gure and release when the 390th smoke flares were reached or the bombs
would have to be jettisoned as 1t was imperative thet they get back inte
the bomber stream, ZXnowing that they were trailing the 390th by a
considerabls distance, the bombardier felt that the smoke flares would
be unrellable as a release peint, consequently, elected to bomb a bridge
as T0, The run was short, subsequently, the bembardier had lnsufficient
time to c¢ompletely synohronize. DBombs were released on true heading of
220 degrees. C-1 Auto-Pilot was not used on the bomb run,

» The gelectlon of the bridge as a TO was a poor one,
in view of the time with whieh the bomberdier had to synochronize. Bom-
bardiers will hold their bombs until a good target opportunity presents
itself before releasing their bombs - unleas Command Pilot assumes
the responsibility for the selection of the 1 : L

by PI Report:

8« Terrain at bomb release poilnt cannot be
identified owing to haze and clpud, However, print No, 9 centers about a
mile ENE of Doubrava (5002-1229) on a heading of approximately 260 degrees
true, No bomb bursts can be seen,

5+ Bombing Malfunctiona: None.
6e 13 C Group - 95A, B, C Squadwans:
(1) Navigation: |
(a) Assembly:

The Group assembled without difficulty at an altitude
of 9000 feet. The Cozst put point was made 10 mliles to the Sputh and 1
minute earlys

(b) Route:

CP 2 was reached 2 minutes early. The route lnto
the Continent was flown essentlally as briefed, however, in the vicinity
of O700E the Squadrons became separeted due to persistent cleuds. There
was no visual contect between the Squedrons until 1100E where the forma-
tions broke out of the eclpuds, The turn at the IP was made approximately
5 miles Southeast of the briefed IP, Due to VHF difficulties and clouds
on the bomb run the Squaedrons were not properly advised as to what
formation to assume on the run, however, all three Squadrons d4id make
individual H2X sightings on the secondary target at Chemnitz., After the
target, 95B Squadron was unable to oontact the Group and followed another
Group back to the base. 954 and C flew essentlially the briefed route
out of the Continent, The return was uneventful.

(c) Weather: Séme as 13A G:oup;
(d) Navigational Difficultles:
Gee janmed in 954 A/C at 0600E,
-7 -
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TR, 1, Feb, '45
(e) Remarkss

Navigetion as a whole was very good, Good crew
coordinatione.

(f) PFF Narrative:

Three PFF A/C were dispatohed. All sets operated
satlsfactorily., Esch Squadron made an individual H2X sighting on the
secondary target. Results were unobserved,

(2) Bombing:

(a) 954 Sguedron:

Goos n ¢
ls Air Leader Major, Eruves Nav Lt. Wild Donemiy
Pilot Lt. Mﬂfﬁuuéma Asst Nav Lt. Andersen Fre)
Co-Pilot Lt. Bleeksea M/0 Lt, Catele Bureows
, Mort Bomb Lt. Orendorff Jones
2+ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
ae Secondary 11 106x500 LB GP
Returning 1 10x500 1B GP

b. Bombing Altitude: 22150°'

¢« Time of Release: 1227

3¢ Run IN from IP to TARGET:

After overshooting the IP 4 miles the M/0 picked
up the target and set up course, The bombardier was clutched in at 9 miles
and all rate checks thereafter were good, VWhen bombs were released on
a true heading of 030 degreeas, synchronization appeared to be good and
bubbles level. C-1 Auto-Pilot was used on the bomb run.

ke PI Report: Photographs show 10/10 clouds.
5« Bombling Malfunctiona: None.

(b) 95B Squadron:

l. Air Leader Major Swinney Nav Lt. Pleper
Pllot Lt. Savage Asst Nav
Co-Pilot Lt. Bunin M/0 Lt. Mitchell
‘ Bomb Lt. Seferian
2« A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped

8. Secondary

b. Bombing Altitude: 22700'

6+ Time of Release: 1228
3« Run In from IP to Target:

‘ As a result of poor VHF communication, 95B stayed
with 95A on the turn at the IP, Shortly after the turn, however, proper
interval was taken up and the M/0 picked up the target and set up oourse.
The bombardier clutched in at 9 miles and checks in rate were made at 8,
7, 6, and 5 miles, Synchronization appeared to be good when bombs were
released on a true heading of 008 degrees. C~-1 Auto-Pilot was used on
the bomb run,

-8-
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ks PI Report: Photographs show 10/10 cloudé,
5+ Bombing Malfunotions: None,
(e) 95C Squadron:

1t Garatson '
l. Alr Leader Capt. licoten Nav Lt. Johnsen Fﬁyzk

T Pilot Lt, Murray  Asst Nav
Co=Pilot QTwevoer.  M/0 Lt, Bohrer Rausdy
' Bomb Lt, Swalr SeYvvabwynaw
2s A/C Attacking: ' Bombs Dropped
2 Secondary 13 126x500 1B GP
b, DBombing Altitude: 21100!

e« Time of Release: 12283

e

3+ Run In from IP to Target:

The IP was overshot 4 miles due to this Squadron
following the lead, The weather was 10/10 undercast throughout entire
bomb run, The M/O took over and made a H2X run; the bombardier being
clutched in at 9 miles, All subsequent rate checks were good, moreover,
bombs away time for the bombardier agreed with the M/0's bombing circle
at the BRL. Bombs were released on & true heading of 028 degrees and AFCE
was used on the bomb run, "

L+ PI Report: Photographs show 10/10 clouds,
5. Bombing Melfunctions: None,

3. Planning and Execution of the Mission:

a. Group Order and Strength:

(1) 13 A, B, C Groups: 9 x 12 A/C Squadrons
{(a) 390 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squedrons
(b} 100 Group 3 x 12 A/C Sguadrons
(c 95 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(2) &4 C, D, E Groupa: 9 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(a) 486 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squedrons
(b) 9L Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
{c) 385 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(3) 93 A, B, C Groups: 9 x 12 A/C Squadrons
() 3L Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(b) 490 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
{¢) L93 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
() 45 A, B, C Groups: 9 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(a) 388 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(b) 96 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(e¢) 452 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(5) 4 A, B Groups: 6 x 12 A/C Squedrons
(a) 447 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(v) 487 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons

‘9'
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be A/C and C/C Available:
(1) 95 Group REG

48 A/C 5L C/C
P¥F 9 A/C 5 C/C
MH 94/ 5¢C/C
(2) 100 Group REG 49 A/C 57 Cc/C
PFF 9 A/C 7 C/C
MH 4 A/C L c/c
(3) 390 Group REG 4k A/C 67 G/C
PFF 9 A/C 11 C/C
MH 5 A/C 7 ¢c/C
¢, A/C Seheduled to Teke Off:
(1) 95 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF
(23 100 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF
- {3) 390 Group 34 Plus L PF?
d. 4/C Airborne:
(1) 95 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF
éz) 100 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF
3) 390 Group 3l Plus 4 PFF

e, A/C Abortive:
(1) 95 Group:
A/C L946: 412 Sqdn "F" - Oxygen lesk - Pilot Lt. Twining -

No sortie.
' A/C 0810: 336 Sgdn "L" « 0il leak - Pilot Lt. Shore - No

sortie,
(2) 100 Group:

A/C 297: 350 Sqdn "X" - Internal engine faiizure on #1 engine
Pilot It, Hanson - No sortie,

(3) 39C Group:

A/C 265:° 570 Sqdn "C" - Fire in #2 engine ~ Pilot Lt.
Hiteheoock - No sortie.

f. 4/C Outstanding:
(1) 390 Group:

A/C 079: 569 Sgdn "R" - Pilot Lt. Gaik,
A/C 849: 570 Sqgdn "O" - Pilot Lt. Hasslg - Landed on

Continent. ; '
A/C 306: 569 Sgdn "H"™ - Pilot Lt. Geers - Landed at A-824
g. A/C Attacking - 13 4 Group: Bombs Dropped
(1) Secondary 11 108x500 1B GP
TO Eger, Czechoslovakls 2L 224x500 1B GP
10 lLeaflet Containers
Jettisoning 3 24x500 1B GP
Returning 2 6x500 LB GP

(2) Method of Bombing: PFF & PFF with Visual Asslst

(3) Method of Release: Salvo

- 10 -
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h, A/C Attacking ~ 13 B Group: Bombs Dropped

(1) Secondary 2 229x500 LB GP

TO Bridge, Doubrava 13 126x500 1B GP

Jettisoning 2 12x500 1B GP
Returning None

(2) Method of Bombing: PEF
(3) Method of Release: Salvo

i. A/C Attacking - 13 C Group: Bombs Dropped

(1) Secondary 37 358x500 LB GP
Jettisoning None

Returning 1 (Spare) 10x500 1B GP

(2) Method of Bombing: PFF
(3) Method of Release: Salvo

4, Communiocations:

a, VHF:

(1) Col. Moller led the 13th Wing. Communications within the
Group and between Groups was reported good., Fireball Yellow discipline
was not good on homeward trip and Fireball Red discipline was not good
on outward tripe. There was contlnuous keying on Channel A probably caused

by a defective set.

(2) Contact with 4th Wing Leader on Channel B was good. Unable
to contact other Wing leaders due to limited range of set,s Could not
reach Arrowswift at CP 2 or remaining points by V¥, Kodak Red and Kodak
Control received good. Information passed freely. :

(3) TFighter contact was made by High Squadron leader on VHF,
Channel C and Channel D were busy most of the mission with fighter chatter,
100th Group A and C Squadrons tried to contact righters but gave up when
they made visual contaect with fighters.

(4) Upon apparent distress of A/C 10 minutes before CP 2, a call
was made to Colgate by 390th Low Squadron leader with no result. Several
A/C were designated to contact MF/DF and contact is reported to have been
made, The MF/DF station called 3AD Flying Control who contacted Alir Sea

Resouec
b, W/T:
(1) Control Points:

CP 1 CP 2 CP 3 CP &4 TGT CP 5 BASES
Timings 1020 1053 1125 1209 1232 1442 1705
A.T.A, 1019 1054 1125 1203 1226 1700

(2) Strike Reports:

134 0 A4 123 390
13¢ PB S5 122 95

5¢ Mission Camera Report:

a. The 95 Group installed 3 scope, 9 vertical and 4 oblique camersas,
3, 8 and 4 of which took pictures:

A/C 8774, A Squadron, K-21 installed, turned on other than at
bombs away. 11 \



TR, 14 Feb. '45

b, The 100 Group installed O scope, 9 vertical and 1 obligue
cameras, O, 8 and 1 of which took plctures:

One K=21 camera froze,

ce The 390 Group installed 4 scope and 9 vertical cameras, 9 and
3 of which took plotures:

Of the L scope cameras, the one in A/C 566 had bombs away negative,
but set was not used from IP,

6. Controller's Log:

a. 1730 from 3 AD: Force (2) Order (3) Zero Hour (4) RBA

Bomb Load Info.

Force (2) Order (3) Zero Hour (5) 'RBA

be 1745 to Groups:
Bomb Load Info.

Wik A

. gy W
Nns” o e g

¢y, 1755 from 3 AD: (1) Targets & MPIs for Plans A & B (2) Two
Task Forces - Order and Force (Plan A) (3) Di-
vision Assembly (L) B Task Force Route (5) B
Plan Route (6) Plan B Force and Route, _

d. 1930 to Groups: (1) Wing Force and Order (2) Weather A/Ce

6. 1940 to Groups: (1) Targets for A & B Plans,

f. 1950 to Groups: (1) Fuel Loeds and Instructions,

&+ 2005 from 3 AD: (1) Chaff Force, ‘

h, 2020 to Groups: (1) AW to 13 CBW FO 43 Plan A,

i. 2025 to Groups: (1) Fuel Loads and Instructions (2) Bomb
Load, Fuses, and Instructions (3) Chaff Force,

j. 2030 from 3 AD: (1) AW to 3 AD FO 583 Plan A,

k, 2050 from 3 AD: (1) New Last Resort Targets (2) AW to 3 AD
0 583 Plan B,

1. 2056 to Groups: (1) New Ladt Resort Targets. |

m. 2057 from 3 AD: (1) Annex 1 to AW to 3 AD FO 583 Plan A.

n., 2105 to Groups: (1) AW to 13 CBW FO 43 Plan B,

o. 2116 to Groups: (1) Annex 1 to AW to 13 CBV FO 43 Plan A,

P. 2125 from 3 AD: (1) Annex 1 to AW to 3 AD FO 583 Plen B.

q. 2145 from 3 AD: (1) A-2 Info on Targets.

r. 2214 from 3 AD: (1) Leaflet Load.

8. 2215 to Groups: (1) Leaflet Load. ,

t. 2230 from 3 AD: (1) MH Info to FO 583. |

ue 2300 from 3 AD: (1) Assembly Altitude (Both Plans & ForceS)

iz; Bombing Altitgdc (Both Plans & Forces(

» 3 Change in Route, .

v. 2323 from 3 4AD: (1) Bomb Loads & Fuses & T/I (2) Change in

Force Order & Strength (3) Additional Target
Info (4) Bombing Altitudes (5) Assembly Alts

-1l2 =
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Ze
8a,
bb,
e,

dd.,

839
ff.
g8.

i1,
3d.

11.
min

nn.
o0,

PpP.

aq.

rr.
ss.
tt.

Uile

WWe

2330

0015
0034
0036
0045
0058
0110
0145

0205
0210
0225
0300
0305
0320

0340
0340
0347
0348

0358
0359

0400

0401
0410
0415
0417
0420
0430

to Groups:

to Groups:

to Groups:
to Groupa:
to Groupse:
from 3 AD:
from 3 AD:

to Groups:

to Groups:
from 3 AD:
to Groups:
from 3 AD:
from 3 Ab:

to Groups:

from 3 AD:
to Groups:
to Groups:

to Groups:

from 3 AD:
from 3 AD:

to Groups:

from 3 ADt
from 3 AD:
from 3 Abg
from 3 AD:
to Groups:

from 3 AD:

(1)

(6) Division Departure Point Final Route

for Plan B, .

(1) Bomb Load & Instructions
Division Qrder.

(7)

{2) Changed

New Target Info. _
{1) Annex 1 to AW to 13 CBW FO L3 Plan B,
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
&)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

(1) Final Assembly Timings
Assembly Altitude,

(1) Annex 1 to FO 583 Plen B, ;
(1) Annex 1 to 13 CBV FO 43 Plan A.
(1) Annex 1 to 13 CBW FO 43 Plan B.

(1) Bomb Lire Info (2} Friendly Fighter
Markings.

(1)
(1). Plan B to Run
Ioad “(4)
Forces
(1) Plan B to Run {2)
Load (L) Russian Signals
Force.

(1) Annex 2 to Fb
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

Annex 2 to AW to 13 CBW FO 43 Plan A, /
New Assembly & Bombing Altitude (2) T/I,
3 AD FO 583 Plen A, |
Preliminary Timings (2) Control Points,

Agsembly Altitudes

Agsembly Times (2)
Start Climb Timings,

Bombing Altitudes (4)
13 CBW FO 43 Plan A,
FO 583 Plan B,

13 CBW FO 43 Plan B,
Annex 1 to FO 583 Plan A.
New Agsembly & RP Altitude

(2) Change in

A=2 Annex to FO 583 Plan A,
(2)

Russisn Signals

(3) Fuel
Cancel Chaff

Bomb Fusing
(5)

(3) Fuel
Cancel Chaff

Bomb Fusing
{5)
583 Plan A,
A-2 Annex to FO 583 Plan B.
No Change in Times.

Annex 2 to FO 583 Plen A,
Annex 2 to 13 CBV FO 43 Plan A.
Correction in Timings on 3 AD FO.

- 13 =

CoN



TR, 1k Feb. 'h5

Xxe
JY o
2%,

aasd.

bbb,

0603 from 3 AD:
0608 to Groups:
0625 to Groups:
0627 from 3 AD:
0920 from 13CW:

(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

Change in Zero Hour,

Change 1n Zero Hpur.

Annex 2 to 13 CBW FO 43 Plan B.
Annex 4 to 3 AD FO 583 Plan B.
Annex 3 to 13 CBW FO 43,

For the Commanding General:

FRANK B. MGéﬁUGHLIN, )
Major, Alr Corps,

Operations Officers
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EUILY UP SETTLEMEN?




pate |4 Feh |945

33411118230
D

k-3
m o=
i
4
%
¥

' LARGJJL

B e et e

o feete

.,}:___ub

'vxm' OFE

ﬁg_l‘

ng R

= ”
REMARKS 1
e e o - S e
p :
- - e edaie l
— [P . PSRN T
- [% S
— Sk =
- e -
ok
R

T.ﬂ‘A’\.
b
- o ,
A
]
i




STATIOW

Lm t SHIP

- PILE  TARGET

PSSR REISS S

L‘PT‘H’"’ ()F"E‘
‘_ab_k_ rﬁCT ¥y

V1837

LAIDIYNG |

LEST. 1 0T “

/7W

17204

ifeot
’ ;7/94
" ,‘H J37(p

' !040 Ma&g&.ﬁ

szgi.tﬁgz&»giw*;WWﬂ

" .@61@@@@@- L
| D b v ,%f,s:’.,__ﬂ..

- i,/ Y
: ( §§"/I

|

5?37

97011 -

L8

W;,Qf/?Bg ?fﬂ-.,,,A/M L
i
17/2;:..__“,; R

708} |

. "{702;'.*%___
/7&5 R

e
".)'

- F //737 1744




u3

oo i Feh 345

TIM OFF

T LAmIG |

i ACT

Epgps
N S s P

f:?zu} ST

/707

REMARKS

3361

518 Bumtitt | o ‘/721: 4( 2ol .. .

'S |£333° W ]‘ v '}’e}. .m-f i -

. v v é | : R
N WU IR N RO U -...._!.;.. -.-}:_..- e .LML b - - " - =
| R S R :
i [ R AR e A R = - S S N

I e - I U S et

. . ( J i B




3/2/46

¢ -4

04, 15TH OBW
€0, 100TH BG

00, 390TH 3G

95TH BG

20456

Be2 -

INT LLIGENCE OPERATIONMAL nmmm 95TH BOMB GROUP CH MNITZ 14 FEBRUARY 1346

1.
24

cloudecoverede
squadron, '
O of 95B ploked up target at 45 miles and also believes he hit the MPX.

LEAFLETS -« Nome

BOMBING RIBULTS e Bambing of secondary target due to weathere~shot prints are
Bombing by H2X by squadrons in order A,B,Ceeresults good for each
X/0 of DBA picked up target at 40 miles and believes bombs on the MPI.

M/0 of

95C pioked up target at 20/25 miles and believes bombs are a little right of MPI.

3¢ EfA - Kone

4e

FLAK o= 50100818 MeagreeAccurateeTracking.

5019«0717 MeagremAccurate-~Tracking
5020«0824 Meagre-Accurate-Tracking
50050748 MeagreeAcour ateebarrage

5o WEATHER =~ 10/10 flow cloud in target area with large breaks, but no breeks
over primary targete Continemt to the W of target generally clear,

6s
1163
1204
1210
1210
1216
1250
1288
12458
1247
1300
1,01
1302
1305
1316
13256
1336
1338
1849
1849
1400
1406

1409
1410

1417
l419

1422
1424
1424
1434
1481
1440

OBSERVATIONS ee

50601101
50561101
51001050
50301144
51091149
502 5e1245
6043+123%0
50131262
B020w1235
50141158
501911586
5022#1110
80301209
50161068
502 50950
50211014
50544026
5033=0840
502 5940
5028«0940
50220845

5000«1014
5023«0800

49580755
50138820

60060840

5006-0744
6022.07486

5022«0847

ia/n to north of M/Y with
5 trains and lots of sotivity in M/Y.{26 SEF lined up.

Iarge huts along autobshn, not near citye.

large smphitheatre with lots of vehicles in it,

Smoke soreen covering objects floating on lakes

Smoke soreen at Naumberge

16/20 car treain headed BN,

S bridgesesall serviceableee-at Zwickau,

/Y with rolling stock (Karlsbaed) and 2 locomotives.

Pebls strafingeestrafed generally all the way from tafget,
Jargs camp along river 8 miles 8 of town of Hof.

700 care in M/Yeeserviceable. 4/D serviceable,

M/Y orowded with 8 trains, (

M/Y £illed with rolling stock at Planem

Some Pe6ls shot up and destroyed a locamotive N of Coblens
P=5ls strafing oil carséelots of explosions,
Train standing still,
Several engines and 60/70 cars in M/Y at Meiningem.

at Fulda pretty well wreckedee-appeared not in use,
8/B Pighter hit two locomotives and they blew upe
Largze camp 5 miles west of Fulda.

M/Y at Bad Nauheim and Freidburg packed with goods carse Two

engines under steam in M/Y,

Hoavy smoke screen covering lains,

Iarge storage depoteelarge 4ewinged nissen hut and large hangare
like building and supplies piled nearbyw-enext to a RR.

Smoke screen sesmed to cover bridges mcross Rhine.

3 horseshoe=-sheped piles of earth dug in the hills on banks of
Rhiney 2 on East side, and 1 on West,

Smoke soreen at Frankfurt.

‘80 small barges on Rhine,

2 bridges across Rhine are (K at Goblens.

Vo2 rocket went up 88 of Aashen,

Ve2 rocket went up SB of Aschens

Unususl site«-RR tracks ran through woodas to a long oconcrete

strip with & sart of chute in the cemter, and & boxeliks structure
to the side of the strip

4 barrage balloons,



95th Intelligense Operat. .l larrativq/zb

- F 367D
1451 5023«0620 8 chutes far below, but no A/C seen.
1608 5113402586 01l dump blew upee=saw smoke o 10,000 fest over Ostend,

Te OIHER IKFORMATION «e Pighter support was excellent except in Frankfurt erea a
PeBl flew a pursuit ocurve and closed in to 200 yards{ behind greup, Gumers fired to
left and underneath and P=61 pesled off and downe Suggest friendly escort be briefed
not to fly pursult curve into formatione Formation flew briefed course with the
exceptiom of eversrunning IP xm 24 miles and "essing® to get back on course. Lead
and high squadrons ever-ran RP slightlye Briefed course followed all the way baock.
958 lost rest of group in soup over target and couldn't find them to reform, so

came back with another group. 90A and 3960 oame bagk together,
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B. OPERMI@rAL SUMGERY
1. Bomber Atbaoks 'Q R

HEADQUARTERS EIGH’J.‘H AIR
- AAF STATION 101
L APC 63L

FQRGE

IO ;-' 2 - owoes smmRYNo. 290

- B

EERIOD‘ 0001 hours 14 February to 22;00 hours 114. Februa.ry l9l|.5. {

' Maaora.ty believed safe on contincnt,
b I.ncludes groups ‘based on oontlnenta

"\,\

A

¢ £ jo o o

2
1
0
0

o .0 o o o o .F

Losses

L7
"
0
0
1
0 |
.
-

i o o]

5?(3) ,

18

fA;. %smc | , |
| . ’ msp. Sor‘b:l.es Ltkg,. Tonnag_ elauns m Totals NYR
Heavy Bomber Lk, 1371 1327_ 1293 3203.9 1-0-011—\1 -
F:Lgh'bor Escc_c't (b) 857 . M, o 0 20-1-94 O
Pighter Swoeps ¥ M 0 0 -000 0
| | F:l.ghter Bombmg 0 ) 0 0 0 0-0-0 O
Phnto Redan.. 56 56 0 0 0-0-0 ©
Woather Reoomy 40 36 0 o 0-0-0 0.
Air/Sea Resaue 6716 o0 o o-o—d/ 0
Speclal Operatlons 3 26 o 0 0:0-0_ O
froeals a7 ’2289"- 1293 320349 21-1-9A 1

1377 a/o (1002 B-l?s, 375 B-21+s) from three Air Divisions da.sp'mtched in '
four forces against Dresden M/Y, Chomnitz M/Y, Magdeburg Synthetic oil plant and
rail and road bridges at Wesel., 1293 a/c dropped 2264,1 tons GP and 939.8 tons
'IB, on assigned targets and several T/0s. Targets bombed visually and on FFF.

Weather: generally 3/10 - 10/10 over all targots,

‘E/a- opposition:

3 FW»190s mde

single attack on force in Dresden area; onc early retu.rn attacked by one Mc-262

egst of Zu.x.wr Zoc. Claims: 1-0=0 air, Tosses: .

S P wme Gt wey S

"7 afe (6 B=17s, 1 B=24 =
‘e/a, 2 to A, k4 to causcs unknown). NYR: 57 B-17s, mjo!r'rby bolicved safe on
- continent. . - ’

1 to

I



F:Lrst Force o

Twelve group formations (461 B-e17s, 1st Air Division) d:.spatohed agiinst

Dresden /Y. 435 e/c dropped 678.3 tons GP, 400 tons IB on assigned target and

several T/0s at 1216-1332 hours froh 20,000 = 29,400 feet, Assigned target bombed
visually and on H2X with somc visual nssists. . Leaflots dropped on Prague and ot
Dresdens Werther:  generally 7/10-9/10 clouds over Dresden, Flak: nil to

meager, insccuratc at Dresden. Battle damage: 34 minor, 20 major., B/a oppos:Lt:.m
- 3 Fi~190s made single pass near target area, iClaims: 1-0-0,. Iosses: 1 B-17 to
c/as NYR: 57, majority believdd safe on contincnt, : , ~

F:.ghter Support: - Five groups, including one group based on continent,
(316 P-51s) dispatcheds Up 0942-0955 iours, down 1532-1630 hours. 281 sortics.
. E/a opposition: 25-30 FW=190s and Me=109s cngaged irrChemnitz and Dresden area;
one Me=262 of a flight of three engaged east of Strasbourge Strafed miscellancous
ground tergets. Claims: 10-1-6 air (includes one Me=262 damaged). Iosses:.
3 P=51s (1 to i, 2 %o ceuses unknown)s NY R: 1L P-5ls.

 Details of attack as follows:

Assigned Target . Dispatched Atbecking  Tommage.  Results

DPresden M/Y ) ) 461 : 311 47he5 296,5 Uncb.-Fair

Other Targets

Prague " ' ' 62 103.5 49,0 Fair'

BI‘UJC ) : ’ o 25 3808 21‘.(.5-0 GOOd_ )

Pilsen , 12 18,0 11,5 Unobserved

u/i T/0s o — 25 43,5 19,0 Unobserved
Totals 46l B35 678.3 4000 |
Second Force B "

Twelve group formations (457 B-17s, 3rd Air Division) d:n.spatched agalnst
Ghemnitz M/Y. 44l a/c dropped 759.5 tons GP and 328 tons IB on assigned secondary
and numerous T/0s at. 1223-1327 hours from 19,900=25,500 fect. Secondary and one
T/0 bombed on H2X, other T/Os bombed v:Lsually. Iﬁaths dropped on Chemnitz,.
Bger and Hof., Weathar: 8/10-10/10 clouds in Chemnitz area. - Flak: <meager to
moderate, accurate at Koblenz. Battle damage: 88 minor, 15 major.. E/a opposi=~
tion: an early return attacked by one Me=262 ecast of Zuider Zee. One Me-163 .
sighted east of Zwolle; onc Me=163 sightcd in Ploucn area — no combats, Claims:
nil. Losses: & B-17s (2 ta 4k, 2 to causes u:almowm). NYR: nil,

F:.ghter Support: Four groups (238 P-SZLs) dlspatched. Up. 0958-1020 hours,
dovm 1600-1630 hours, 224 sortics. B/a opposition: nil, Sighted two Me-109s
south of Fulda, onec Me-163 narth of Giessen - no combat. Numerous ground targets
strafed. Claims: nil, TLosses; nils NYR: Y P=bls. .

M — - T




: - O ’ Co P
Se . S 9_ R E \
, ‘ Dcthi]s of attack as follows- S ; |
S nssig,ned Ta.r;gg_ e Dlsga_tch:ed uttac:king Tonnage Results L
o Ghénniitz'\nij' , Ll [457 ooy ' 501,0 217.5  Unobsorved §
Other'l'argets T A _' U T R TR
Egor u/Fv:;,f ot s ke pear |
© Bomberg ' T 33" 57,3 30.0" Fair
Sonneberg T o ) Co 25 | 3he5 23,0 Fair
_ Tachew, . 1 T T T 2k v 3640 24,0  Fair &
' T/O 5056»-1231.. _ , o, 13 -~ 13,0° 19.5 Unobservea
R :"__jmotals SR COBST WL 7595 52840 |
| Third Force‘ E ! TNy
= DR 'Th;ar'by-Six squadron fou:‘mtions (5’75 B-Zl;.s, 2nd A:w Dwm:.on) dispatchea s rf[
by agamst Mogdeburg gynthetio Oil Plant. 34k a/c dropped 609.8 tons GP end 211.8 . SRS
tons, IB on assigned secondary and 'several T/0s at 1152-1313 hours from 21,000 = °
28,000 feet, Magdeburg M/Y (scoondary) bombed on H2X, Ieafleks &ropped on
Mpgdeburg, Weather:- 8/10-10/10 clouds at torget, - Flak: moagor to moc ara‘be, '
f‘a:.rly accuratee Battle damage:’ 16 minor, 2 category "E". EI/a opposition: nil,
- Claims:. nil, Losses: 1 B-Zla., %o causes unknown, NYR: . Nil, . . ! b
g /' Flg}rbcr Supﬁqrt' Five groups (275 P—-ﬁls) dn.spatohad. Up. 1025-1090 hours, ¥
dom SL5.'50»1625 hourse 253 sortics, E/o opposn.‘blon engaged 35 FM=190s and - 7 )

Me~109s SW of Bcrlm. Sighted 13 Me=109s NW, of Hannover, one twin Je"; west of v
Zwolle =10 qomba.tv Claims: |-10-0-3. Tosses: 2 P-51s to causes. u.nknmm. N'I&. o

Deta:n.ls af‘ bombc.r attack as follows: o \ ‘ ' e

7

. Assigled Targets ” - L ) D:.spatched zgtaclmng Toﬁnag_e_ ' Results
u:/ ' Magdeburg S;yn 11 P‘.Lan‘b ) 31 No‘t Attacke% , -"'- ;o B

Magdeburg M,(y (secs) e o | *31.9 60243 208:8 Unob. - Pair
Other ‘l‘argets EEE ‘ | | '
, Enlicheim ¢ E 1 2,00 .5 Unobserved o
‘  Meppen 1 0 2,0 . . .5 Wnobserved o
. Bodenteich. o o oy o 1 1.5 1o5 Uncbserved’
AR 5235Me07HTE . - O L v 2.0 +5 , Unobsarved
. (RO §§ga§$ | |
\ \ .
v ! » ’ .‘3 - - !
. 4 ‘ o - ’
1 / \; {



"~ . Fourth Force
! - Two group f‘ormatlons (81,. B-l?s 3rd. Lir ’\Jvn.slon) d.lqutched agalnst
JWesel Rail and Roed Bridges. 73 a/g dropped 216,.5 tons ‘GP on 'esel. road bridge,
-, . Dulzen 0il depot (secondory) and one T/0 ot 1125-1135 hours fron 25,000~26,000
o feeta Wesel road bridge bofhbed visually, Dulmeri oil ‘depot -bombed. on ‘\I:Lcro-vHa
N Weathors 3/10=5/10 clouds at target. Plak;. moager s inaccurate at Weéscl. i
- " Battlc damages - 9 minor, 6 major. /2 opposition: nil. Two e/a sighted taking
. off fron Wesel A/‘F ~ no combat, Glaims' nil. losses; 1 B~17 to causes unknown.
NYR: nile - . o L , L f
: ‘Pighter support: - One g.r{oup, based, on, cmtment (30 pP=51s) dlspatc};od.
© Up 0937 hours , dovm 1520 hours. 26, sor’c:.es, B/a oppos:.‘b:.on' nll. Cla:ms- nib,
Losacs: nilg NYR! N:Ll. BN c o

L
, A

I Deta:.ls of" attack as follOWS' SR ' “-

Ass:tgned Targets C le’phtched Isftacking, Qonnage Results
. ‘ ‘ | v » ., N B 4 » gg 7 | IB p; ‘ g .
o ‘Wesel Road Bridge B 'S TP N 37 110.0, o Good
" Wesel Rail Bridge -39 Not “ttacked , » ,
E ~ Dulmen O0il Depot /(Secs) . R S 35 103.5 ~ Unob. to
' o SR P 4 N . Podr
OthGI‘ Tar"bts : e . - R J”*'\,‘j,,/ I ‘ o . h . .
) amews (city) . . N~ 1 _30  Unobsorved
F | Totals S &~ 73 216.5

W

2. F:.ghterEsbort I S T
~ N

i Flfteen g,rou_zf)s, :mclud:mg two groups based on continent, (857 P-5ls)

" Qdispatched to escort borber farces. Up 0937-1050 hours, down 1620-1630 hours, .
E 784 sorties. /b opposition: 25 = 30, Fi=190s, Me-109s engaged in the Dresden—.
Chemnitz areaj 35 FW=190s.and Me-1098 engaged SW of Berling one Me-202 engaged =

" east of Strasbourg. 13 Me=109s sighted N of Hennover, 2 Me=262s east of

o Strasbourg, 2 Me-109s south of Fulda, one 1\1@-]\63 north of Gicssen - Ho combate

o Claims: - 20=1=9 air (includes onc Mo=262 damaged). Losses: -5 P-5ls (1 to Ay &

: to causes unk:rxo*vm) NYR: 18 P=5ls, : S

\ ' -lﬁ.scellansous,ground claims as follows: = . ‘ A - '

~ ' . ! : ' -

o S Destroyed ., Damaged
! . Tocomotives o L 97 ) 36 '

: ' Motor Transpard 2, ‘ 26 .
Goods _Cars s - 51 . 271
' 0il Tank Cers L L 6 - - ‘ 6
, Passenger Cars ' , AR 1 . 27
" Imrmndtion Cars” - . 12 : 0
" RR and Pojer Statn.ons ' 1 6

‘ ! Switch Towers ‘ , Y0 / 7
Flak' Towers SR L 0 1
Radar Towers ) 0 f 3.

\

R



N s : g g, o . e gtroyed Dama red
o~ 0il T.anks et "——0—*1'— ‘ ....._59._ 3
- .+, 0dl Derricks . 1 1 |
. 4 . Barges  ° 7. S 0 .2 .
_ ' Varchouses\ o~ 5 | [
" 3. E&gh‘ber Sweegs o ' : ) ‘\ Lo

o One group (49 P~47a) d:.spatched to patrol Nhgdeburg area. Up 1037 hours,
dowm l52u hourse 44 sortics. E/a opposition: nil, Sighted two ;}e’a a/c in the
H‘igue area = no cotbate Claims: nil, _Iosses: nil, NYR ml. :

- be 'Photo 'Reéonma;i ssance

56 a/c d:.spatcheﬁ. as followss . . -

- = 3 Mosquitoes on m.ght photo niss:\.on. No lossg. ¢ ‘
’ 1 Mosquito and 1 P=38 on gpecial photo, mission. No losses.
~ SR 15 F=bsy 7 Spi'bf:.res on day photo mission. Iosses: 1 Spitfire to AA. "t
. ~. Ya/e-on ‘photo mission in Hammover area. Returned safely, - -
4 o/c on mopping mission in Nurnberg arca. No losses, \ ‘
2y P-51s provided escart for PRU a/c. No losses. . )

6o V‘eather Recdnnaissance R

40 a/c” da.spatched as followss .

o3 B-l'(s complc.ted routine fﬁghts o a.nd from Azo:r-es a.nd over eastern S
- Atlant:l.c. o : ?
: 5 Mosgurtoes on special weather flights over UK, Ireland', Isle of Man,
4 ‘Holland,, Belgium, Northern Frence and Germany. One a/c retu:cned carly -due to
. téchnical failure, an
=52 Pbls-as scouts for bombers. B'returnedﬁaarly. : - -

. ”
- -, B .l

. No. losses. o ‘ o

 ,/ T A:Lr/Sea Rescue

#

' 16 P-47s dispatched on routine scarch ratrol. 431 e/c ooiploted their
mission and returned safely. , o L L

~
§ —

, .

- 8. S_pecﬁ.al Operatlons

32 a/o dispatched as follows: g o - | o

7 B=24s on RCM, ;}ammlng between 0511.6-1000 hours,
9 B~2hs dropped leaflets over Hollend and Germany.

SR SECGREL
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5 a/c (1 B=17, 3 P=bls, 1 B=24) as radjo relays.
2, Mosquitoes on -special operation over continent. - ' '
9 a/c (3 Mosquitoes, 6 B-ZI:.S) as sorecning farce for bombers. 6 B=2hs
returned early. T :

No lossese - - ' , .

C. INTELLIGENCE o ' I y

1. Enemy Air¥ QOpposition S .

- The G.AF, reaca'tlon on this day was str:.la.ng]y weak and almost ent:.rely
ineffectwe. Weather should not -have had any serious effect on.onermy plans for

intcrception. With a few reports from bombers which landed on ‘*the- continent not -

yet received, only ope bomber is attributed lost to e/a actions Of some 60 to
75 s/c sighted by escort in the general Berlin~-Chermitz area, only three .e/a
(Fi=190s) :re believed to have gottén through to_the bombers, a low squadron on
" a sccond target run in the Dresden area, losing one bomber in a hrief attack
by three e/, 4side from ah ineffective attack by an Me=262 against . an early
‘ returning bomber over the Zuider Zee, other- bomber formations were apparently
unmolested by o/a, , ,

Only two of the escortm,g f:.ghter groups were in s:.gn:_t‘:l.cant combat. Lt
1215~1220, -one P=51 group encountéred approximately 12 FW-190s at 18,000-20,000
faeet on a southerly gourse south of Chemnitz and an additional 15-20 FW’—19OS and
Me-~109s in the same ‘area at 30,000 feet. This group appa.reniply also encountered
the three s/e reported attacking a squadron of borbers in the Dresden area, with
total claoims for all engagements oft 9=0w5 s/e' 4 second group of P-5ls around
1225 encountered 20 Fw=190s with 15 le-l09s as top cover 5 miles southwest of

- Berlin headed in the direcction of Chemnitzs These e/a were quite aggressive but
were successfully engaged for claims of 10-0=34 Still snother P=51 group had
slight encounter with a reported plus FW=~190s jin the Cﬁenm.tz area around 1215

for claims of 1=~1=0, these e/a undoubtedly being part of the concentration heavily '

engaged by other P=5ls in the Chemitz ereas This formation of e/a used clouds

to evade combat, B .

. There were several scattered sightings of o/a, apparently unconnccted

with strategic operationss Two evading Me-109s were chased by P-5ls to the deck

south of Fulda, and one fighter on withdrawal reported sighting eigit Me=109s .

20 miles northeast of Coblenz at 7,000 feet on a nartheasterly course. Also on

withdrawal, at 1350 a strafing flight of P=51s sighted 13 Me~109s 10 miles north=
, west of Hannover at 15;000=16,000 feet, but was unable to-engage. There were
again a few scattercd sightings of.jet a/c, with one of three Me~262s encountered
in the Strasbourg area at 1515 attempting a prss at withdrawing P~51s, Several
Me=163s werc gighteds. A P=bl flight on PRU escort reported shadowing, but no .~
attacks, by two flights oft four a/c each, possibly je;ts, in the Er'furt area,

2, Fl&k : ‘ ' : S
Dresden = nil to meager and inaccurate. - -
BErfurt, Gotha, Mainz, Brux, Prague, Frankfurt - meager to nodarate,
accurate to 1naccurate, . ,
Glotten, Ijmuiden = meagw 3. accu.ra‘he. e : ,
“Magdeburg - meager to moderate, folrly accurate. ‘
Wesel - meager, acourate, tracking.
Dulmen - meager to moderate, inaccurate to falrly accurate, track:mg.
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| 3 Observ&fi.ons - e ':?“\’ "/ . f‘\;bf o PR -

M/Y at Goblenz observed fall of fre:.ght. , - o
. Gonsidersble activity in 1f/Ys at Erfurt,. Fr:;.edburg ¥ Fulda. and Tiesbadon.
M/ at-5030N<1209E (Plauen) full of rollmg stock, L
, »M/: at 5034N~1025E. ~ several, .angines, 60~70.. caz-s, consa.dem‘ble, actlv:l.ty. i
e . W/Y.at Bad Nouhein full of rolling s’cock. oo Lo e
I '.; A/F at 524 7N~0620E appeared pewly, built~up and repaired. L :

,: Very haavy truck traff:.c observpd going north on autobain i‘rom Sieburg
. 'ba Gologne. b

S 30 plus s/o and !/e /o observod on g):'a,ss L/R smtheast Meim.ngen. '
R ‘Grasp A/F with 3 u/i t/e a/c observed 3 miles south of Iacher lakes — ~

/ / A/F separated by r:.ver at, Aschaffenburg had 40 u/;. s/e a/c and 10 u/:L

t <} 8- cq ’

‘Approxn.mately 50 t/e a/c b@l:\.eved He»-l]ls and,” some Ma—ZéBs on ].mxd.ing stn' :
rtmn:.ng ‘north and south. Approximstely 20 a/c l:l.ned up on SW quadranﬁ, others
d:i:sperse& ‘Believe Coburg a/F (5015N=1100EYe .~ » = . . & =~ -
- " 78 u/i t/e observed. on Weisbaden A/Fe T T
.. -Approximately 20 s/e t/e a/c observed on [/F west of Magdeburg. , ‘
", 75 plus a/fc, including Me=109s, FW-190s," and many w/i t/e a/c scen 6.13-
“persed on field and in reveiments on Dessau A/Fe U/I A/‘F be:;ng constructed 10 to
12 mles NW of | Magdeburg with 2 u./:n. s/e_on 'bh:Ls L/Fs .

—

- . -

~ 1+ DanmgetoEne"zy Installat:.ons R

Magdeburg Synthet:.o O:l.l PLnt . Unobser-ved to Fa:.r Results.

N

o

e Squac}ron patterns observe& sou;l:h of c:t.'ky and tlfroughout eity prgper. .o.ne
d:r.reot hit ‘on large br:.dbe in center of ca.ty,& ne d:.rect hit on traff.v.c overpess
J.ncenterofc:.ty._» L ’ AT S e

Dulmen 0:1.1 Depot = nobserved to. Poor Results. e B

TR Gloud gover prevents aocurate plotting of bombs bu'b scattered bursts are. - .
“seen threu«jn cloud at. 2-7/10 miles. S", 1 m:‘le E~SE and. 1.3 miles 8 and 2.5 mlles

- S ) \ ‘f

Wesel-ncad Bridgo - Good“Results.~ e " - ., T

o lt ] - . b
LT TWG ;_oatterns blanket br:l.dge with one h:u. oen the west @em, two poss:.ble
hlts on the east apprdéch and one possible hit on thc east- span and severnal near

 misses. .Ono pattern is. seen le2 miles 8 of MPI, I o S R

ggér UEV Fair Results. T L _‘ o -

Lo Pattern GP bombs seen nor‘bh of‘ 1,/1 W.Lth several bursts on ‘.E'J.Gld and what
A appea.rs o be one a/c load of bombs blankeb .center part of - mngar arcay 3 |
.possible hits on. large hangar'at loast ong near miss .on small one next to. ite o
Appraximately 60 a/c, 30. small and 50 mea.:.um ape vis :t.ble s One appesrs.to be dam=: = '
aged by pattern. oo N, . e el : ‘

- - | S .313'.9; _E..E
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Tacha.u-Fair Results, S ‘ T

S Pottern GP and IB seen extending throu,gh smll town, no RR yord or any=
. thing of‘ m.l:l.‘cary significance,

1

Sonneberg - FPair Rcsul’cs.

. C o pattern scen crossing, the Junct:.on a‘h one en‘é. of 't:he small RR yords
“near the towne One pattern is scen ‘blanketing the east ehoke point of the main

" yard and the road over rail bridge, ong or o, possibls hits are scon on this

br:l.d{,e. - ‘ : .
" Borberg - Fe.ixLResul’cs{, ’ R, Sy
: i | _
’ One pattcern is scon blanketing oenter of M/E, -another pattern is scen at
, the cdge of cloud appears 7/10 miles cast oﬂl)/Y :Ln subuz'ban area o.nd one -
potuern is scen about 3/10 miles NW of ya.rd. N

Hos M/Y Poor Resultsa

/i' - Potbern of GP and TB bdmbs scoen at oc’lge of tovm abcut 3/ milcs NE of
WY .
" .~ i . o

Prague -Fair to Good Rgsults -

: .
Two ooncentrations of bombs o zId bo scen burstlng ina compact residéne
' tial arce 1-1/h4 milcs SE of cenber of city adjacent to eastern cdge of M/Y. One
concentration of bombs could be seen bursting in residential area L0=70% builtem_
up two miles south of ecenter of city. Onc additional c:omen‘h:c'at:ch~ fell in a-.
suburben arca 2=1/2 miles SW of center of city. - .

‘Bz'ux Synthct:.o Qil Plant = Good Results.

Two concentrations of bombs bur sting in central and eastern portion o:E‘

- plant area, The south central pa_r'b was obscured by cloud and impossible to pin-
point all bursts, Bursts secn in the imedinte vicinity of distillation plant,
cooling t wers and central oil starage area, but asses.;nent of demnge tould not
be made duL. to clouds and :Lntense gromd haze. ,

Dr-csd,en ~ Unobs erved to Fair Results. ' -,

Due to cloua. cover of 7/10-10/10 density and fircs caused by RAF on night
of 13/14 Februery most of bombs dropped on target could not be plotted, Of the
27 concentrations dropped, 11-were plotted, however, portions of these are par-
tially obscured, 3 comcentretions could be seen bursting in Dresdsn, Friedrich~
stadt M/Y. A few bursts could be pin-pointed in forwerd siding, main weight of
~ bombs fcll across central portion of M/ end into an industrial arca :mnedmately

adJacent to north cdge of yard. 2, possibly 3 concentrations ceuld be scen in -
the Lobtau M/Y, 1 mile SE of the Friedrichstadt yards in central porti-on of city,
hits cculd not be pinpointed, however, 2 explosions seen, High possibility
thot severe damage will result in the built-up industrial areaadjacent to eastern
and western sides of yards. 3 concenbrations of GP f‘ell in Kacl%m:z.tz d:t.otrn.ot

1~1/2 nile SW of center of city,

NOTE: The foregoing is based on Nrclmnary reports and is not to be used
- ~ for record PUrpPOSCS, - :



