/o HEADQUARTERS ~ v

13TH COMBAT BOMB WING (H)
AP0 559

Date 9 February 1945
13 CBW FO 39

13 CBW OPS 271

3 AD F0 579

SUBJECT: Tactical Report (WEIMAR, GERMANY)
T : cO, 95BG, APO 559

1, Information Concerning the Target:

ae The primary target for the 13th CBW today (visual or grid) was
the Synthetle 0il Plant at Bohlen, near Leipzlg, and the MPI for all
Groups the Gas Generating Plant,

by The secondary target (visual or H2X) was the Armaments Works
of Berlin-Suhler Waffen, situated on the northeastern outskirts of
‘Weimar.

6, The last resort target (visual sf H2X) was the Aero Engine Works
at Elsenach,

2, Narretive of the Atteaok!
a, 13 A Group - 954, B, C Squadrons:
(1) Navigation:
(a) Assembly: | . oy

The three Squadrons from the 95 Group made a normal
take off and e¢limb to assembly altitude, The Group wag formed with
good results since CAVU conditions exlisted. The Group arrived at Buncher
23 approximately one minute early, Due to the fact that the Division
Leader was 4 minutes late, the Lead Navigator had to fly a dogleg to
the South to losé time and allow the Divislon. Leader to get shead omn course
to English Coast, The A Group departed from the English Ceast
approximetely 5 miles South of CP 1, sbout a minute early, and slightly
abreast the L5th Wing formations.

(b) Route:

While orossing the Channel the A Group flew a dogleg
course to the South in order to fall behind the 45th Wing. Good position
in the Divieion Column was established prior to reaching the Continental
Coast, The Continental Coast wes crossed on course at 1034, at an
altitude of 16400 feet., Shortly after entering the Coast, the High
and Low Squadrons were continually overshooting the Group lLeader, and in
order to maintain the lead, the Group Leader had to beost his airspeed
an additional 10 miles per hour, which was held until appreximately
0500E where he dropped his alrspeed back te Standard, in order to avoid
overrunning a Squadron from the Group ahead which had fallen behind the
formation, The Group remained within 3 to 5 miles of the briefed route,
At approximetely 1l030E Kodek Control notified the Groups that the
Primary was covered, so the Group Leader prepared to set up for an
attack on the Secondary target at Weimar,

Since the High and Low Squadrone had H2X equipment
difficulties the Group Leader decided to bemb in Group formaetion., The A

Group could not turn off at the IP as planned since it would have
interferred with the Groups of the 45th Wing who hed overshot the IP and
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hed turned on to the bomb run, The Group Leader elected to overshoot
the IP and follow the L5th Wing, thereby overshooting the IP about 12
milea to the East before turning off on to the bomb rune The Radar
Navigator set up the course for the Bombardlier and assisted him along
the run with fixes and check point data until the Bombardier took over
for a visual run when the target became visible thru the undercast.

The Group was forced to go Nerth of course at the RP
in order to avoid interference wlth the L5th Wing who was coming in from
the North on thelr approach to the Last Resort target., The Group began
to climb to 26000 feet after descending to 23000 feet to get over weather,
The Group altered course at Wittenhausen and proceeded to parallel the
briefed eourse to 5040-0950 gt whieh point the Group followed a first
Division unit to the Weat for a few minutes but turned off when they
recognized that the Group ahead was from the lst Division, The bomber
stream was intercepted at 5020~0915, The Group followed the column
elong the briefed route to approximately 0500E where the A Group
encountered aome difficulty with an unidentified Group which cut in
front of them from the South foroing them to go North of course, The A
Group fell in trail of thils Group and follewed them out to the Coast,

(¢) Weather:

CAVU conditions existed over the bases during take off
and assembly, An & to 9/10 undercast was experienced over most of the
route, A 3/10 cloud coverage was reported at the target. Average winds
obtained on the mission were from 250 degrees at 60 knots,.

(d) Difficultles:

H2X equipment in the High and Low were not functioning
properly and could not be used as an ald to nmavigation., "S"ing behind
the L5%th Wing made it difficult for the High and Low Squadron Lead
Navigators to obtaln winds.

(e} Remarks:

| | Navigation was very goods The splendid gooperation
between the members of the lead crew made this mission a successe

(f) PFF Nerrative:

Three PFF alreraft were dispatched, 95B equipment was
out due to varying orystal current and faulty azmith stabilization.
Bombing was in Group formation with 95A leading. The RN gave excellent-
assistance to the bombardier, who made last minute visual corrections with

g004 results,
(2) Bombing: 7
(a) 95A, C Squadrons: ‘
les Alr Leader Col. Shuck  Nav Lt. Wilbourne

Pilot Capt. Wilson Asst Nav Capt. Magneas
Co-Pilot M/0 Lt., Owens
' Bomb = Lt, Long
2+ 4/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped

8¢ Secondary 23 2221500 LB GP
b. Bombing Altitude: 25000° ‘
s Time of Release: 1224

lo
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3¢ Run In from IP to Target:

o 10/10 undercest preoluded attacking the primary
target, consequently, the secondary target was attacked. The IP was
overshot lz.mgltl, but the M/0 was able to pick up the target and se$

up excellent course, After the second check point the bombardier pioked
up the target approximaetely 7 miles from the BRL, He quickly aynchronized
and when boabs were released synchronization was excellent, Bombs

were released on a true heading of 315 degrees, C-1 Auto-Pilot was used
on the bomb run, The orew cooperation was excellent on this bomb run,

The C Squadron released off of the A Squadron's
smoke bombas, The Squadron was flylng poor Group formstion as it was
flying 3000t in back of the A Squadron., The fault lles with the pillot
for not properly pesitioning himself off the lead Squadron. Bombardiers,
however, should be oonstantly on the alert to s{nohronizo for rate,
whenever his respective Sguadron has not properly positioned itself, in
order to put the bombs on the target,

ke PI Report:

8¢ The bombs from A & B Squadrons fell on the
assigned MPI and other target buildings in the lmmediate proximity.
Those from ¢ Squadron, however, fell approximately 3200' short and
right of the target, as well as the patterns of A & B Squadrons,

be Photographs taken by A/C in 100 & 390 Groups,
which flew 2nd & 3rd over the target, present a good PR coverage. The
Tfollowing demage was Infliocted by 95A & B Squadrons:

(1) 5 hits on the flyever just short (South)
of the target and 10 hits on the tracks; the eraters are elearly visible,
At least 5 goods wagons were derailed and damsaged, "

(2) MPI bullding (450'L x 160'W): % completely
gutted, The damage is in the center of the plant.

(3) Factory building (475'L x 150'W) beside
the MPI: 2% completely gutted.

‘ (%% Two small buildings, probably store
houses, were destroyed and three others deamaged.

(5) Holes are seen in three other buildings
in the target area and to the left (West) of the assigned MPI,

8+ DBomb Pattern: 4 Squadron: 2140'L x 1715'W
B Squadron: 1320'L x 1535'W
C Squadron: 2100'L x 1L75'W
Group t 5360'L x 3430w

d. Percent of Bombs Within 1000' & 2000' of
- the WPI:

A Squadron: 87% & 99%
B Squadron: 80% & 100%
C Squadron: 0% & 0%
Group : 57% & 68%

. Bombing Errors for the Leed (A) Squadront

Range: 330' S
Deflection: 745 L
Radial: 825¢

f. Bombing Results: A & B: Exoellent
: Bttt o ¢ : N1l
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(b) 95B Squadron:

le Alr Leader Capt. Brittingham Nav . Lt, Flygstad
Pllot Capt. Philpott Asst Nav )
Co-Pilot M/0 Lt. Decherness
, ‘ Bomb Lt. Hathaway
2+ A/C Attaocking: Bombe Dropped
&+ Secondary 11 106x500 LB GP
Jettlisoning on TO 1 10x500 LB GP
Returning 1l 10x500 1B GP

bs Bombing Altitude: 25500°!
~ 8+ Time of Release: 1224
2 Run In from IP to Target:

Attacking in Group formation the bombardier let
the A S%uadron set up the course while he synechronized for rate, The
bombardier's rate synchronization was excellent, when bombs were released
on a true heading of 321 degrees, C-l Auto-Pilot was used on the bomb
run, '

Le PI Reportt See PI Report for 95A, C Squadronse.
5, Bombing Malfunctions: ‘

A/C ?77: Spare - Returned 10 bombs,
A/C 922; Dropped out of formation and jettisoned
10 bombs on TO Nordheim, Germanys

bs 13 B Group = 1004, B, C Squadrons:
(1) Navigations '
(a) Assembly:

The 100 Group maede a normal take off and a Group
assembly at 11000 without difficulty. The Wing assembly point was made
good in trail of 95 Group with 390 Group echeloned to the right. The
Division assembly was made good at 12000 at 1008,

(b) Route:

The Continental Coast, CP 2, was ocrossed at 10343
at 17500, The course to CP 3 was as briefed except for "S"ing. From
CP 3 to IP the Group wes north of course 5-6 miles while in the bomber
stream, A turn to the right hed to be made before the IP to insure
making the IP goods. The Group overshot the IP 2 miles and started an
H2X run to the secondary target on a heading of 320 degrees. Bombs
were away after visual synehronizatiosn 1n Squaedron formation at 122j
at 26000, The RP was made good and the 100 Group assumed the Wing lead
shortly thereafter ss 95 Group was forced north of course by the
L5th Wing Groups making runs on the last resort target. The remainder
of the course was flown as briefed crossing the English Coast at
1527 at 2000 at Buncher 28,

(o) Veather: Same as 13 A Group.
- (4) Difficulties: None.
(e) Remarks:

Navigetion is considered very good and shows good
orew and alr leader coopsration,

-
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(£) PFF Karrative:'r

Three PFF airecraft were dispatohed. All sets
operated satisfactorily. Bombing was in Squadron formation with
combination visual and H2X technique,

(2) Bombing:
(a) 1004 Sguedronm:

ls Air Leader Gayt. Robinson Nav Lt. Kirby

- Pilot 1t. Deplanque Asat Nav Lt. Passen
Co-Pilot M/0 Capte Frye

» Bomb 1t. Svendsen

2+ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped

8¢ Secondary 10 93x500 1B GP

~ Jettisoning - 3 23x500 LB GP
2. Bombing Altitudes 26000° |
G+ Time of Release: 1228
}. Run In from IP to Target:

Attacking the target on a true headlng of 320 degreea,
the M/0 picked up ‘the target and set up course. The bombardier olutohed
in at 11 mliles and at the 6 mile check point was able to plck up the
target area through & large break in the clouds. The course was pff
to the left, consequently, a large course correction was made to the
right, The bombardier realizing that there was insufficient time lott
to synchronize on the assigned MPI, let his oroes hair ride on a
seleoted AP In the city and killed his rate, Vhen bombs were releaaoa,
synchronization was gopds C-1 Auto-Pilet was used on the bomb run,

L+ PI Report:
8+ The bombs from this Squadron fell around the
selected AP, which was in a fully bullt-up residential portion of Weimar.
There were undoubtedly maeny residences that were hit., OneA/C released
late and the bombs fell 2200' beyond the AP,

bs Bomb Pattern: =2140'L x 1930'W,

. DBombing Errors: Range s T770' S
Deflection: 340' R
Radial : 855

d. Percent of Bombs Withim 1000' & 2000'
of the AP: 58% & 88%

- &. Bombing Results: Good
5« Bombing Malfunctions:
A/C 613: Three B-10 shackle malfunctions - 3
A/C 9L45: Attacking E/A knooked 1 engine out - 10

bombs jettisoned on way to target.
A/C 505: Aborted - 10 bombs jettisoned in channels

bombs jettisoned.

(v) 100B Sgliadron:
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IR, Y Febe "45 ,
l., Air Leasder Capt. Ferbracke Nav Lt, wild

T Pilet Lt, Williams Asst Nav
Co-Pilot M/0 Lt. Cately
~ Bomb Lt. Orendorft
2+ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
2+ Secondary 13 126x500 1B GP

b. Bombing Altitude: 26500°
0. Time of Release: 1229
3. Run In from IP to Target:

After overshootlng the IP approximetely two miles,
the M/0 picked up the target and set up course. The bombardier set up -
rate through bresks in the clouds. The bombardier elutched im at 11
miles and shortly after picked up the part of town in which the target
was located, At flve miges the bomberdier positively 1ldentified the
target area and selected an AP inasmuceh as he could not pick up the
assigned MPI. Synchronigzation was excellent and bubbles level when
bombs were released 21 a true heading of 340 degrees, Twenty degrees
of right drift was experienced on the bomdb run, C~1l Auto-Pilot was
used on the bomb run. Crew cooperation was excellent,

Le PI Report:

as The bombs from this Sguadron fell on the selected
AP, which was a small erms factory building (480'L x 450'W), There were
at least 6 direct hits on the bullding, and pictures taken later by the
390 Group show holes in the center and materlials inside - or the structure
itself - burning, There were als® hits and close mlsses on residences
to the left (West) of the faetory. ‘

b. Bomb Pattern: 1750'L x 1730'W: Excludes

approximately 35 bombs, The pattern was an ‘extremely loose one,

Ge Bombing Errors: Range s 215*' ©
Deflection: 290! K
Radial s L30O*

de Percent of Bombs Within 1000C*' & 2000°'
of the AP: L9% & 68%

- ©. Bombing Results:t Excellent
5« Bombing Malfunctions: None
(e) 100C Squadron: | '
ls Alr Leader Capt., Craft Nav Lt. Browning

~Pilot Lt, Dawson Asst Nav
Co-Pilot M/0 Lt. Rowland
_ Bomb Lt. Silva
2. A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
ae Secondary 11 106x500 LB GP
Returning 2 20x500 1B GP

b. Bombing Altitude: 25500!
6s Time of Release: 1230

3¢ Run In from IP to Target:

After overshooting the IP two mlles the M/O picked
-6 - ‘
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up the target and set up course. The bombardier was clutched in at 11
miles. Shortly after the clutch-in, the pilet had to turn to the right
in order to avold overrunning the B Squadron. By the time & proper
interval had been taken up the bombardier had very little time with
which to get back on the target. The bombardier turned the A/C as far
a8 the seeandar{ cluteh would allew, but did not have sufficlient time
to properly kill drift before bombs were released. True heading at
bombs away was 320 degrees, C-~1 Auto-~Pilot was used on the bomb run,

Le PI Report:

@« The bombs from this Squadron fell about 7000
to the right and beyond the MPI in fields and woods,

b. Bomb Patterm: 2300'L x 2300'W

o Bombing Errors: Gross

> lo

» Bombling Results: Nil
Se Bamﬁing Melfunctions: _
A/Cs 708, 861; Aborted and 20 bombs returned,
6. 13 C Group ~ 3904, B, C Squadronﬂ:
(1) Navigetion:
(a) Assembly:

"Squadron and Group assembly went off very well, Prior
to CP 1 the Group, by coming in from the South, was on thée inaide of
the turn and as a result they overshot the A and B Groups, About half
wey across the channel the Group attained proper position, however,

{d) Route:

From CP 2 to the IP the route was flown about as
briefed with a slight favoring of a track to the South due to right
echeloning. The IP was overshot a little to the KE before bomb runs
could be set ups The High Squadron peeled off first followed by the
Lead and Low, and all runs were by H2X with visual assiste The Hlgh and
Low bombed the secondary target and proceeded to the RP, The Lead
Squadron headed for Erfurt believing it to be Welmar, At the last moment
the bombardier noticed that his visual checks were not accurate and
since the correction into the assigned target oould not bve made he
elected to go to the ILRT, The briefed IP for this target was used and a
good run made. At the RP for this target the Group reassembled and
continued on course to CP 4. During this time a Vampire Group succeeded
in getting in between the 95 and 390 Groupse. The route out was flown
in this order. After the battle line was crossed the Group followed
the 95 Group and headed directly to their base by the most direct route,
The Engllish Coast wes crossed at 5129-0324, cbout 20 miles NE of briefed

coast out point.
(e) VWeather: ©Same as 13 A Group.
(d) Difficulties:

Poor returns from Welmar caused the M/0 of the lead
Squadron to think Erfurt was the assigned secondary. The error was
realized on time and the Squadron went on to the assigned LRT.

(e} Remarks:
Navigation 1s considered to be good despite the case
of mistaken target ldentification. ,
-7 -
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TR, 9 Feb. *45
(f) PFF Narrative:

Three PFF airoraft were dispatched, 3904 experienced
diffioculty in pilcking up the secondary target in the scope, and sighted
‘on the wrong return, however, a visual ocheck caught the error and the
last resort target was sttacked instead by H2X-¥isual technique, 3900
was able to set up an H2X course after the turn on the IP, but the
target faded before eheck peints could be called, 390B made a
combination H2X~Visual sighting on the secondarys .

(2) Bombing:
(a) 390A Squadron: | |
1le Alr Leader Major Perry Nav Lt. Yary

Pilot Lt, Morris Asst Nav It. Lewis
Co=Pilot /0 Lt, Flanagen
\ - Bomb Lt. Kellerhouse
Ze A]c Attackins: | Bombs Dropped
as Last Resort i1 = 105x500 LB GP
‘Jettisoning  § 3x500 1B GP

b. Bombing Altitude: 24100°'
- &+ Time of Release: 1258
2+ Run In from IP to Target:

After overshooting the IP, several miles, the M/0
ploked up what he thought to be the secondary target and set up course,
After clutehing in and several rate checks had been made, the bombardier
picked up the target visually and identified it as Erfurt. Bombs were
held and it was deoided to bomb the Last Resort Target. An IP was made
good at 5117N-1030E and after the turn had been made the M/0 set up course,
The bombardier clutohed in at 1l miles and checks in rate were made at
10, 9, 8 end 7 miles, After the 7 mile check the bombardier picked up
the targzet visually through a break in the cloudé. Two small rate
corrections were made before bombs were released, When bombs were
released on a true headlng of 190 degrees, synchronization was thought
to be good., O~]1 Auto-Pilot was not used on the bomb run, :

Ls PI Report: o
' 8¢ No bursts from bombs dropped by this Squadron
are visible, According to computations based on the trajectory chart,
however, the bombs prébably fell in the city about 2500' to the right
end beyond the target,
5« Bombing Malfunctions:

‘ A/C 633 Rack melfunction - 3 bombaljettisoned
at 504L6N=-0930E.

(b) 390B Squadront _ _
ls Alr Leader Capt. Jones Nav Lt. Viebater

Pllot Lt. Tracy Asst Nev
Co~-Pilot M/0 Lt. Robinson
’ " Bomb Lt. Pace
2+ A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
as Secondary 1l 108x500 LB GP
Jettisoning ) ~ 10x500 1B GP
Returning : 1 10x500 1B GP

-8 -
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b. Bombing Altitude: 25700°
ce Time of Release: 1230

3« Run In from IP to Thrgets

After overshooting the IP five miles the u/a
piloked up the target and set up course, The bombardier was ¢lutoched
in at 11 mliles and rete checks were made at 7, 6 and 5 miles. After
the rive mile check the bombardier picked up the target visually through
a break in the clouds and had less than a minute with whieh to
- aynchronize, A 5 degree last minute course correction was made to the
right, This resulted in the bombardier overcorrecting. When bombs
were released on a true heading of 320 degrees, rate was good but course
was slightly off to the left, C-~l1l Auto~Pllot was used on. the bomb rua,

_l_a_p_n PI REPDrt’
- 8. The bombs rram this Squadron fell between 1000?
and 2000' to the right of the assigned MFI, A concentration of bombs

fell in the East partion of the target area on a group of 24 small
builldings,

b. Bomb Pattsrn: 1075'L x 1L45'W

Ces Bombing Errors: Range H o*
: Defleetions 1200' R
Radial s 1200

i
Y .

Percent of Bombs Withir 1000* & 2000°"
of the MPI: 81% & 879

Bombing Results: NIL. There was no damage
inflicted on the assigned buildinge . :

5. Bombing Malfunctions:

A/C 393: Jettisoned 10 bombs at 5026K-0915E.
A/C 121: Aborted - 10 bhombs returned,

(e) 390C Squadron: _ _
1le Alr Leader Capt, Nauman Nav Lt. Miller

Pllot Lt, Kennedy Asst Nev
Co-Pilot u/0 Lt. Keelan
. Bomb Lt. Hale
2. A/v Attacking: 'Bombs Dropped
Be Secondary 11 104x500 LB GP
Jottisoning 2 20x500 1B GP
Returning 1l 4x500 LB GP

be Bombing Altitude: 24561
- 8. Time of Release: 1231
3. Run In from IP to Target:

iy

Attacking on a true heading of 313 degrocs the M/0
pieked up the target and started to set up course when the targe% fdded
out of the scope. The bombardier took over and pin pointed himself thru
breaks in the clouds to the target. C-l1 Auto-Pilot falled halfway down
the bomb run and the pilot quieckly switched over to PDI.,  After giving

-9 =
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the pilot a 5 degree course correction the bombardier plcked up the

targets Seven degrees of right drift was quickly pre-set and two
correotions quickly set up course and rate, before bombs were released,
The lead A/C was in a slight dive when bombs were being releamed,

The bombardier in this Squadron did a splendild
job considering the short time with which he had to synchronize and
the diffioulties experienced on the bomb run,

ke PI Report:
8+ The bombs from this Sqguadron fell in a loose
pattern 800' to 1500' To the right of the assligned MPI, One concentration
lended on the rallroad tracks and South portion of the target area.
Another concentration fell on the eastern portion, No damage was
inflicted on the assigned target building.
b, Bomb Pattern: 2930'L x 1465'W
6. Bomblng Errors: Range : (+ ]
Deflection: 1100' R
Radial ¢ 1100

4. Percent of Bembs Within the 1000* and 2000!
of the MPI: 23% & 100%

€, Bomhing Results: NIL., The assigned target
building sustained no damages '

5. Bombing Malfunotions: A
A/C 607: Aborted and jettisoned 10 bombs,.
© A/C 097: Rasck malfunction - 4 bombs returned,
| A/C 2253 10 bombs jettisoned at 50LON-1130¥,
3. Planning and Execution of the Mission:

a., Group Order and Strength:

(1) 45 A, B Groupas 6 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(e) 96 Group 2 x 12 A/C Squadrons

452 Group 1 x 12 A/C Squadron

(v) 388 Group 2 x 12 A/C Squadrons

L,52 Group 1 x 12 A/C Squadron
(2) 13 A, B, C Groups: 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
6 x 13 A/C Squadrons

(a) 95 Group 1 x 12 A/C Squadron

2 x 13 A/C Squadrons

(b) 100 Group 1 x 12 A/C Squadron

2 x 13 A/C Squadrons

(c) 390 Group 1 x 12 A/C Squedron
2 x 13 A/C Squadrons

(3) & A, B, C Groups: 9 ¥ 1.2 A/C Squadrons
(a; 487 Groeup 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons

{b 486 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
o} 447 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons

(L) 93 A;‘B, C Groups: 9 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(a) 493 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
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(p) 34 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(o) 490 Group : 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(5) L4 D Group: 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
(a) 385 Group 3 x 12 A/C Squadrons
b. A/C and C/C Available:
(1) 95 Group REG L3 A/C 46 C/C
PFF 9 A/C 5 C/C
ME 9 A/C 5 C/C
(2) 100 Grou REG 40 A/C L5 C/C
) TOuP PFF 7 A/C 6 C/C
MH L4 A/C 4 Cc/C
(3) 390 Group REG 36 A/C 61 c/C
PFF 10 A/C 8 ¢c/C
MH 7 A/C 6 ¢/C
¢. A/C Scheduled to Take Off:
(l; 95 Group " 35 Plus 3 PFF
(2) 100 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF
(3) 390 Group 35 Plus 3 PFF

d. A/C Airborne:

(1 95 Group 38 A/C Airborne
(2) 100 Group 38 A/C Airborne
(3) 390 Group 37 A/C Airborne

e. A/C Abortive:
(1) 95 Group:

A/C 922: 412 Sqdn "D" - Elevator Trim Tabs uncontrollable
Pilot Lt, Young ~ No sortie.

(2) 100 Group:

A/C 505: 350 Sqdn "VY - Sick personnel - Pilot Lt. Micheal
Sortie,

A/C 861t 351 Sqdn "M" - #4 prop govenor inoperative -
Could not control with feathering button - Pilot Lt. Gwinn - No sortie.

A/C 208: 351 Sgdn "R" - Runaway prop - #2 engine
uncontrollable with feathering button - Pilot Lt., Gay - Sortie.

(3) 390 Group:

A/C 607: 570 Sgdn "E"™ - #1 supercharger out - Amplifier
replaced - No change - Pllot Lt. Schubert - Sortie,

A/C 393: 569 Sqdn "V" -« #1 engine feathered due to loss
of oil pressure - Pilot Lt. Harned - Sortie.

A/C 121: 569 Sgdn "N" - #3 engine lost manifold pressure -
Supercharger inoperative - Amplifiers replaced - No change -« Pilot Lt.
Woodard - Sorties

f. A/C Outstanding: None

g. A/C Attacking - 13 £ Groups Bombs Dropped
(1) Secondary 7 36 34,8x500 1B GP
Jettisoning qp~k~ﬂ . 1 © 10x500 LB GP
Returning bukxﬁi ¢ 1 10x500 LB GP
- 11 -
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(2) Method of Bombing: Combination Visuael and PFF
- (3) Method of Release: Salvo
h. A/C Attacking ~ 13 B Group: Bombs Dropped

(1) Secondary 3l 325x500 LB GP
Jettisoning 3 23x500 LB GP
Returning 2 20x500 LB GP

(2) Method of Bombing: Combination PFF-Visual
(3) Method of Release: Salvo

i, A/C Attacking - 13 C Group: . Bombs Dropped
(1) Last Resort 33 317x500 LB GP
Jettlisoning & 33x500 1B GP

Returning 2 14x500 1B GP
(2) Method of Bombing: Combination PFF-Visual
(3) Method of Release: Salvo
L. Communicetions: '
a, VHF:

(1) Col, Shuck led the 13th Wing., Communications within the
Wing were satisfactory although the discipline was poorer than usual,
Chatter lmmediastely after the target neéarly jJjammed the channel, This ia
dangerous because 1t interfers with the reforming of the Wing formation,
Although chatter threatened to Jam the channel during assembly, the Air
Leader of the Wing silenced the majority of the unnecessary traffic.

(2) Communication with Arrowswlft, Kodak, and other leaders with
the exception of Vampire who was unreliable were satisfactorye Fireball
Able relayed weather and other information to the other Fireball Leaders
satisfactorily.

(3) Fighter contacte were made several times although in the
target area efforts were without success,

b, W/T:
(1) Control Points:

cp 1l CP 2 Cp 3 TGT CP &4 BASE
Timings 1006 1035 1138 1236 1415 1628
ATA 1005 1034 1131 12254 NIL 1615

(2) CP 3 was not received although a message was recelved by
Division requesting weather information transmitted after the strike
report was sent in.

(3) Strike Reports:
13A ( 95) S A 2 1224
13B (390) S A 5 1230
13¢ {100) S A4 3 1229
5, Mission Cemera Report: |

a, The 95 Group instslled 1 scope and 9 vertical cameras, O and 8
of which took plctures:

CONFIDENTTIA L
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A/C 8179, C Squadron, with Scope installed: Blown fuzé.
4/C 6583, B Squadron, with K-21 installed: Blown fuze.

b,

Co

of which took piotures.

6.

8.

b.

d.
©.
z.
g.
b,
1.
I
k.
1.

.

n.,

0.

Qe

r.
8.
t.
Ua
Vs

We

The 100 Group installed 9 vertical cameras, 8 of which toock
pletures:

A/C 1708, C Squadron, with K-21 installed: A/C aborted.

The 390 Group instglled 3 seope and 9 vertical cameras, 3 and 9

1845

1900

1935
1948
2010
2035
2045
2120
2200
2230
2250
2330
2332
2340

0025
0110

0145

0200
0200
0208
0220
0230
0236

Controller's Log:

from 3 AD:

to Groupa:

from 3 AD:
from 3 ADs
from 3 AD:
to Groups:
to Groups:
from 3 AD:
to Groups:
from 3 AD:
from 3 AD:
from 3 AD:
to Groups:
from 3 AD:

to Groups:

from 3 AD:
to Groups:

to Groups:
from 3 AD:
to Groups:
to Groups:
from 3 AD:

to Groups:

(1)

of Wings and Divisiona., (4)
vision Assembly

(7)

y
(6:

by Squadrons.

(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

(1)
Plan

(1)

(1)
Plan

(z)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

Order and Force
Targets (5) Di-
Keep Bombs Loaded Till 1030

(2) BBA (3)

Zero Hour

(6)

Tentative Route,
Force and Order (2) Division Order

Zero Hour (4) RBA (5) Keep Bombs Loaded
Gas Load (?)% W/A Aircraft (8) Bombing
Will put up special W/X aircrafte.

Routes (2) Bombing Altitude.

AW to 3 AD FO 579.

AW %to 13 CBW FO 39.
Last Resort Target,
Preliminery Timings.
Preliminary Timings (2)
Intelligence Annex to 3 AD FO 579.

Assembly Altitude,

Change 1n Route.
Bomb Load,
Bomb Loped.

Bomb Load and T/I
B.

There will be a Plan B,

(2) There will be a

Plan A Route - Plan B Route (2) Targets -

A and B,

Plan A Secondary and Last Resort Targets
Targets for Plan B.

Annex 1 to 13 CBW FO 39 (Plan 4A).
Final Timings for Plan A and B.
AW to 13 CBW FO 39 (Plan B).
Final Timings for Plan A and B.
3 AD FO 579 (Plan B)e
13 CBW FO 39 (Plan A).

“ 13 =
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X
e
.
asa.,
bb.
cac.
dd.

8e,

0303
0325
0425
0430
0432
OLLO
0450
0503

to Groups:
from 3 AD:
from 3 AD:
from 3 AD:
to Groups:
from 3 AD:
from 3 AD:

to Groups:

For

(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)
(1)

13 CBW,F0 39 (Plen B).

Annex 1 to 3 AD FO 579 (Plan A).

3 AD FO 579 (Plan B).

Cancel Plan B (2) Run Plan A,

Cancel Plan B (2) Run Plan A.

Annex 1 to 3 AD FO 579. »
Intelligence Annex to 3 AD FO 579 (Plan B).
Annex 1 to 13 CBW FO 39.

the Commanding Officer:

{e]
o

%fm;ffg%.mm*

Major, Air Corps,
~Operations. Offiocer,

- 1l -
NEIDENIIAL
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13 A GROUP: BOMBED I GROUP FORMATION: VISUAL 2

- 95 A SQUADRGN {purple dots)s 12 x 118 x 500 G¥
93 B SQUAIRON (mmrple dots): 13 = 126 x S00 GP
95 C SQUAIRQY (red dots $ 11 x 108 x 500 G

13 B GROUPs DBOITIED I SQUADRCH TOITSATILCL : |

300 A SQUATRIN (pwrple dots): 10 x 98 x 500 GPs 3T UTWIL VISUAL ALSITID.
100 B shuAonot! (red dots t 13 x 126 x S00 GI'¢ VISUAL UI71I PEF ASSIST.
100 ¢ SQZADRAY (green dots )1 12 = 106 x S0C FPt PF¥ WITH VIJUAL A3SII7.

13 C GROUP: LOLDED I SQUADBQN FORUATIGI; PFF TTi VISUAL ASSISTS. = |
300 A SOUADRGH (Bambed L.R,3: EISENACH): NC SURCTS VICIOLE:
590 D SQUAIRCE {green dots )! 11 x 108 x 500 GP

% , 4 x 500 IB:
300 C 3GUADRGN (blue dots )3 11 x J.Og x 500 GP:

x 800 IB:
ASSIGNED !PI: FOR ALL GROUPS: OEITER OF: PURPLE CIRCLES, 'IIICH WA3 AN
B | RMAVENT VORKS,. '

§CINCTED APs FOR 100 A & B "CEUTER OF RED GIRCLES, AP FOR 100 A WAS
’ A.P0INT I THE RESIDFUTIAL SECTION; FOR 100 B, A SIALL
A'S FACTORW. -

oo

M

RF: 1 : 25,000

¢IRCLES: 1000% & 2000°

100 ©
BUTLD.UP AREA

= ’
: 8
EM .
HORTY
HJORT . . OKi'
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: o ’ < - sy o
(ii) ST*;T}IUXJ‘W' Sk 'Mu TARG*?” R I L R A DR .
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Tho ywr& is llgntly loaded.

o B = ‘”faglds to tho- WCSto
2 (‘SAVLOOB/?LZ‘%-‘?) -

‘BOAB\,uOW; o o

84y 9//10A9 1358
g -

- Ww»m ARSHALLING Y.2D. S

7LMANﬁOT} D &ﬁIwTs.g "_ R R

:1, ( Vro/l413.1o)~ Shows th@ first eonoontrat1¢n of- bursts on, the:
R MeTe Worlks, and = conccntratlon of bursts in

A bomb oloL h 8 beon prcp rQ&*ﬁhd'Wili beydistributed.

FIB 1945 1234a36 4 ° s 1/42800 (F.L.7")
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w 100/1224 27 2 o w 122935 ® 1 1/42800 (F,L.7")
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" 447/@A7 948 " " 1286 ¥ /43100 (F.L,7")
‘"1452 903 . - M No1809 M ™ 1/24800 (F.L.12™)
. "1486/805,807 = " "1282 0 " " 1/43500 (FuL.T®)
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HBEADQUART¥RS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Intelligence Officer

9 February 1945

SUBJECT: Se2 Report for the mission to Weimar, Germany for the above dates
T0 s Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), APO 559,

le The Mission =« the 96th Group flew as the 13A Combat Group to attack
the synthetic oil plant at Bohlen, Germany, but because of weather at the primary
target, the secondary target, the armement works of BerlineSuhler WaffenwU~
Fahrzougwerke GmbH was attaoked in group formatione

96A = Eleven A/C and one PFF A/C formed the lead squadron and all A/C
attacked the secondary targets

95B « Twelve A/C and one PFF A/C formed the high squadron end all A/C
attacked the secondary targetes , .

95¢C = Twelve A/C and one PFF A/C formed the low squadrone Ten A/C and
the PFF attacked the secondary target, and A/C 8255 attacked a target of
opportunity, the town of Nordheim (5027-1023), the crew reporting good resultse
Aﬁ 8922 returned from over the base as & spare.

2o Reference is suggested to the Operational Narrative teletype for
further S=2 information.

For the Intelligence Officer:

Iy /f/ h“f_‘}%
ARNO A, KRAUSE,

Captain, Air Corps,
Asstte S«2 Officer.
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' SEGRET

R S  HEADQUARTFRS TTCHTH AIRFORCE
S © ARP STATION- 10T
AP0 634

IMGPS' S!LE«LxRX NO. 285

PERIOD' 0001 hours 9 Februcry to 2400 hours 9 February 19&5 R

’

A ST_ATISTICS
..' Sttt ————

;

-

Tonnage Clu ims - f‘

{22 Includes 361st and 352nd Groups based on Contlnent.

- {v) Inclndes 0-1-1 Me-262 jet a/c. -
c) Includes 5-1-:L Me-262 jet a/ce .

‘ B,= omfrom sm;n W

1. Bomber Attacks.

1296 a/c (918 B-17s, 378 B-a+s) from three Air Divisions ¢is utchea in six
g/Rothensece Synthetic 0il Plent, Lutzkemo“ Synthetic 0il

forces.against Magdebur

L Disp. .Sorties® Atiz.

. Heavy Bomber Atkse 1296 12,8 1200 30154 0-1-24(b) 1
L , | , 0-0-0G
Pighter Escort (a) 835 756 o 0  19-2-84(c)1

- o , 37-0-126
Pighter Sweeps .. .. O 0. -0 .0 0«00 0

' Fighter Bombing =~ O o .0 0 000 O
Photo Recona 37 36 0 0 000 0
Weather Recon. L4 42 /0 0 5-1-04 O
\ \ |  0-0:0G

© Air/Sea Resoue - 17 17— 0 0 0-0-0 0
Special Operntions _ 25 _ 23 0O _0 000 0
| Totals = 2252 2122 1200 3015.% 24-4-10A 2

| 37-0-126  *

Plant, Bielefeld/Schildesche RR Vizduct, Arnsberg: Viaduct; Wesel :
Rail Br:s.dge and Bo/hlen Synthetic 0il Plentae: ’
assigned primiries (excepting latier three), several seconderics <id T/Os. Targets |

bombed visually and on PFF,

Weather: . .
Opposition: attacks by 6 Fi-190s in lbhgdebung area; j,
262 in Frieburg arca; 3 Me-262s: in Limburg area; )

4/10-10/10 with brecks at somc térgetse E/A
Me-262s in Fulda area; 1 Me~
Me~262s in Frankfurt areas

'Losses'
OT.T_S.’G_?_!E
‘7 9 17 ;
o5 6
o0 0
00 O
00 0 2T
0. 0 0. §
0o o0 o 3
0o o ,0
w BT

3
Z
3
%
g

E
b

SIPTICY PEIIIE §. U S

4
Ak £

/

ENRTE

¢ Bridge, Wesel

1200 a/c dror‘ch. ul,.‘ tons GP on . |

Losses: 17 a/c (2 B-24s, 15 B-1l7s - 1 to E/A, 7 to AL, 9 to unknown causes). Cla:uns-
0~1-2 (of Whlch 0-1-1 were Me-262s). :

l-

2 B-ZZ;.s (belleved safe on Continente

SECRET -



First Force . R LT ) )
—w-———-#’—-—-r-— L L . .
 Twenty-nine squadron formstions, (313 B-24s « 2nd Air Division) dispatohed
~ against Magdeburg/Rothensee Synthetic 0il Plant,. 285 a/c dropped 663.7 tons GP on .-
assigned target, Magdeburg M/Y (secondery) and 2 t/0s at 1134=-1209 hours from ‘
21,000-25,000 ft. A1l targets bombed on H2X (Tarchen bombed visually)s Ieaflets
dl‘OPPed on Magdeburgy, Six B-24s dispensed Chaif, - Weather; 7/10~9/10 undercast-at -
~ Magdeburgs 10/3.0 undercast enroute, Flak: meager to- moderate , feirly accuratc.
_Battle Damagey 50 minor, 1 major, 1 cet, e, Z/A Opposition: 6 Pw 190s attacked
in Magdeburg area.. Claims' - 0=0-1, Les.c:.es: 5 B~?_l:3 (to unknpwn causes). NYR: Ni

Fighter Support 'l’hree groups (173 P-51s) d:i.spatc,hud. - Up: 0950-1001‘hours, .
‘down 1438+1511 hoyrs. 151 sortics.-E/A. Oppositien: 15 Mo 109s and Fw 190s west o
Dessau, Claims; 9-0-5" a:.r, 1—0-0 )ground. Two groups straferl. - Losses: 1 P-51
(to E/A)‘ NYR: nil. . ..

Details’ of bomber attacks as follows-‘ C T s !

-

fssignod Tergeta msmtchea . Atwck_igg . Tonmage .  Results
‘.Magdeburg/Rothensee v L ) XD SO
Synthetic 0il Plant - 313 . J,O 23,0 Unobser;véd'
‘ Magdeburg M/Y (sec,) ‘ 268 L 6LhGT JUnobserved -
Other Targets T A - e ;o '

RR at% Tarchen (5221N~1205E) 9 25,0 Pair
Quackenbruck A/F , L 1 1,0 - Unobserved

o - LT T . .
*  Totals . 313, 288 "663.7

gecond 'Forca e

Eight group format:.ons (311 B-l?s - 3rd Air D:Lvs.s:u.on) dlspatched aga:.nst )

Bohlen Synthetic 0il Plant. 288 a/c dropped.-'683.9 tons GP on Weimar Arms Plant -
(secondery) and numerous T/0s at/1218-1325 hours from 21,,000-27,000 feet, " Targets
bombed visually and on H2X. Ief lets dropped on Giessen and Weimer. Weather: 6/1(
undercast with breaks, Flak: mcager to moderate, fairly accurate, “Battle Damaga:
26 minor; 7 major, 1 cat, "E", B/A Opposition: Me 262s attackid in Frankfurt, Fuld -

.and Friecburg arcas, Glalmsm O-l-l. Losses: 4 B-l7s (2 to AL, L to E/A, 1l to
unknown causcs) o

. F:Lghter Support:- Fa.ve groups (2911. P~5ls) dlspetchod. Up 0949-1004 hours,
_down 1510-1557 hours, 271 sortiese  E/A Opposition: 25 Me 262s encountered in -
Fulda arca; 3 M 163 in Biclefeld area; 100 Me 109s in Magdeburg area; 2 Fw. 190s -
in Berlin arce, ' Claims; -8-1-3 air (1nolulc'les 5-1-1 Me 262s); 2-0-9 ground,  Two
groups strafed, ILosses: 1 P-51 (to unknovn causes), 1 Cat, "B". NYR: 3 P-51s -
(believed safe on Continent). i S
Detalls of bomber attacks as follows. B .

'Ass:.gned Targets S D:Ls a’cched Attacking Tohﬁéga - Resul'l;s‘v“ |
-—--E-—-——-—- ; , g S [ESU_tS
Bohlen Synthetic 0il Plant , 311 . "Not Attacked

, 198 477.5 . Very Good
[ w2 S :

- ]

.Weimar Arms Plant (scc.)



ST - SECRET

Qthor Targets Dispatched Attacking Tonnage Results
o ‘ GP

Jena (city) » | _ 11 27.5  Unobserved
Giessen M/ ‘ - ’ 25 60.0 Unobserved
Gottingen MA . | 15 5,.0  Fair

Fulda (city) 2l 58,7 Poor
Eisenach Engine Works : 1 26,2 Unobserved
h T/0s : - . 4 10,0  Unobserved

Totals | 311 288 683.9
_ Third Force |

-~ Bight group formations (304 B-17s - lst Air Division) dispatched against
Iutzkendorf Synthetic 0il Plant. 285 a/c dropped 707.8 tons GP on assigned targety
Erfurt(sccondary) end several T/Os at 1257-1333 hours from 23,000-27,000 feet, :
Targets bombed visually (Biscnach bombed on H2X). ILeaflets dropped on Eisleben.
Weather: 4/10-6/10 over torget. Flak: over primery moderate to intensc, fairly |
accuratc, for most groups; meager and inaccurate for some, Battlc Damage: Lk .
minor, 20 major. E/A Opposition: nil. Claims: nil, ILosses: 9 B-17s (5 to AL,
L to unknown causcs). :

Fighter Support: Four groups (215 P-51s) dispatched, Up 1010-1041 hours,
dcrm 1556-1630 hours. 193 sortics. E/L Opposition: 27 Me 109s encountered in
Tessel arca, Claims: 2-1-0 air; 34~0-3 ground (probably Kolleds L/F). Two

strafed. ILosses: 4 P-51s (to unknown causes); 1 cat, "E", NYR: nil,

Details of bomber _attacks as follows:

-Assigned Targoets Dispatched Attacking Tonnage | " Results
, ' GP .
Iutzkendorf Syn. 0il Plant 304 233 577.8 . .Good-Very Good

Brfurt (sec.) ' 12 32,5 . Fair-Good

Other Targets .

Eisenach ' v 13 32.5 Unobser;red‘

Eisleben 13 30.0 - Unobserwved

Montesada ‘ v 11 27.5 Fair

3.7/0s o - ) 7.5 Unobserved
Totals 304 | 285 707.8

Fourth Forée

Seven squadron formations (65 B-24s - 2nd Lir Division) dispatched against
Bielefeld/Schildesche RR Viaduct, 64 a/c dropped 142.5 tons GP on the assigned
target at 1246 hours from 23,000-25,000 feect, Bombing was by Gee-H, Weather: -
10/10 undercast at target. Flak: nil at target. Battle Damage: nil.e E/A
Opposition; mnile. Claims: nil.. Losses: nil. '

Fighter Support: One group (40 P-47s) dispatched. Up 1035 hours, down
1433 hours, 39 sorties. E/A Opposition: nil. Claims: nil, Losses: nil, NYR: ni
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.. Dotails of bomber attacks as follows:

Assigned Terget . Dispatched Lttacking Tonnago Rgsults

- GP

Bie lofe ld/Schild.escho ' 65_ : 6L, 152, 5\ Unobsorved

- Pif jgg Forcé 2

Pour group formetions (151 B-17s - lst Air Division) dispatched against
Paderborn/,Lltenbeken Viaduct and the Arnsberg RR Viaduet. 147 s8/c dropped 439.0
tons GP on assigned targets at 1258«1307 hours from 22,000-25,000 feet. Targcts
bombed on Gee-H. Weather: 8/10-10/10 olouds; tops ot 8,000-12,000 feet in target
,arca, - Flak: nil at target. Battlc Damoge: 1 majore E/A Opposition: nil.
‘Losses: 2 B-17s (to unknown causes). - S

.- PFighter Support:  One group, the 36lst based on thc Continent, (53 P-51s),
dispatched. Up 1110 hours, down 1-30 hours. 47 sortics, E/A Opposition: mnil.
Claims: .nil. Losses: nil, NYR: nil. : ce T

Details of bomber athacks aé follows:'

Assigned Targets Dismtched Attacking Toﬁﬁaige" Results

Paderborn/Altenbeken Viaddt 76 - - 72 . 215,5  ~ Uncbserved

Arnsberg RR Viaduct 76 : B ... 233,57 Unobserved ..
R o Cor ‘ S———— — ' g . ‘ ’ . ' :

Totals \ 151 T '159.0
Sixth Force - C

Four group formations (152 B-17s = 3rd Lir Division) disputched-against. .

Wesel Road Bridge and Wesel Rail Bridge, 128 a/c dropped 378,5 tons GP on Dulmen (
Depot (secondary) and Munster M/Y (last resort) at 1330-1339 hours from 25,000~
28,000 fect. Secondaries bombed on Micro-H; last resort on H2x. Weathsr: 10/10
clouds over targets. Flak: moager and inaccurate. - Battle Damage: 8 minor,.2
major. 5/ Opposition: nil, Claims: nil. TLosses: nil. (Icaflets dropped on
Dulmen), ‘ :

© Fighter Support: One group, the 352nd based on the Contincnt,. (60 P-51s)
dispatched, Up 1229 hours, dovn 1500 hours. 55 sortics, E/A Opposition: nile
Claims: nil, Losses: nils, NYR: nil, S

Details of bomber attacks as follows:

Assigned Tergots Lispatched = Attacking Tonnage  Results
o : ' - o GP ,

Wesel Road Bridge .. 76 Not Attacked ‘

Wesel Reil Bridge : 76 - Not Attacked i o

Dulmen Oil Depot (sec.) . : o107 . 31545 Unobserved

Munster M/Y (last resort) _a1 . 63,0  Unobserved

«Totals . B2, 128 . 378.5
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2. Pighter Esoort -

Fifteen groups, including the two groups based on the Gont:.nent (795
P-51s and 40 P-47s) dispatched to support six bomber forcess: Up.0930-1229 hours,
down 1433-1630 hours. 756 sorties., E/A Opposition: cngagc,mntd with-15-Me 109s
and Pw 1908 in Magdeburg area; 25 Me 262s (in groups of 6,9 and 10) jin Fulda
area; 3 Me 163s in Biclefeld area; 100 Me 109s in Magdsburg areny 2 Fwl90s in
Berlin area; 27 Mc 109s in Colognc area, Claims: 19-2-8 air (1ncludes 5-1-1 Me
2628); 37-0-12 ground. Six groups strofed with claims listed belaws, . Losses~
6 P-51s (to unknowm causev). ‘NYR: 3 P-5ls (bglicved safe on Gcnt:mc,nt)

 Ground Claimss _ - Destrgzed ‘ w \

]

Trains (with locds)
Locomotives
Goods Wagons
© 0il Tank Cars
Passenger Cors \
" RR Switch Towers |
Hangars -
" "Motor Transports -
frmanition Dump
Tracicrs

s
N
-~

ko) of: N NOIN O

-~

WO NN

' .3y Fightor Sweeps ' ' . p

',,.:V.Nll" . to ‘ ' ‘ : ...

e © Fighter Bombmg |

Nil.

T Photb Re’connaissance

" 7 a/c dlspatched as follows: o B R

13 a/c (11 F-5s, 2 Spltf:.res) dlspatoh\,d to rmp and asaess dnnuge to M/‘!(s
and L./Fs in northern and west central Germony. E/A Opposition: one u/i 8/¢ a/c
attacked in Colopne area; one Me 262 attacked over Elsaffthal. ZLosses: nil.”

3 a/c (2 Mosquitoes, 1 P=38).on Mickey mission over Ruhland, Brux and
Kessel arcas, Iosscs:s nil, - :

- 21 afc (P-51ls) as cscort to PRU a/c. 20 sort:wa.. Tosses: nil. NYR:

2 p-51s (believed safe on the Continent). \ \ :

6. fVWeather Reconnaissance .

Ll a/c dispétched as follows:

2 B-17s on routine weathcr flight to Azores and return., Iosses: ‘nil,

2 B-17s on wsather fllght over seca MW of Iands Ind. ILosses: nil,

5 Mosquitoes on special weather flights over France, Belgium, Holla.nd NW
Germany and Southwestorn epproaches. Losses: nile

35 P-5ls (33 oOI‘thS) as weather scouts for bomblng' forces. 8 P-6ls of
2nd Division scouting force cncountered 100 plus Me 109s in v1o:.n1ty of Megdeburg.
Claims: 5«1-0, Iosses: nil. CoN

5=
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Te Air/Sea Rescue

, 17 P-u;?s dispatched on routlnc search and patrc.l.. L1 a/c completed the:.r
mission and recturned safely.

8. Special Operations

23 a/c disp tched as followss .
3 Mosqultoes dispensing Chaff for the lst Division.
2 Mosquitoes on spécial operations, ‘

6 a/c jarming from 0715~1000 hours, ,
12 a/c (1 B-24, 1 B-17, 10 P-51s) as radio relays.
A1l the above a/c returned safely,

C. INTELLIGENCE

1. Encmy Air Opposition,

" The most aggressive attacks today werc made by the Me 262s operatirg mainly
in the Pulde arca, These e/a, of which it scems about 20 to 25 were active, attac]
in elements of 3 to 5 and in spite of being engeged by escorting fighters attemptes
to get through to the bombers and appear to have succeeded in shooting down at leaj
onc of the Second Force B-17s. Fighter claimg for these engagemcnts are 5-1-1 for!
the threc groups. : ‘ :

One lorge concentration of Mc 109s wes engaged by the First Force scouting:
force. Thesc c¢fa were flying on a WNW course in two fformotions of fifty plus eacl
~at 15,000 fect in the Mpgdcburg arce., The scouting force which was flying at 18 Og

feet attacked claiming 5-0-0 and report thet ¢/a split-essed to deck and lacked |
coordination. Nonc werc seen to approach the bombers, Onc stragglor, however, we:
attacked by six Pw 190s fiftccn miles NW Hannover and six black s/c e/a werc also .
sighted on a westerly .course N of Brunswick but did not attack. ,

One P-51 group sweeping ahcad of the first force ongaged 4 Fw 190s &ndMe k
in the Brendenburg arca and Berlin area and destroyed three - 15 Me 109s and Pw 19(
flying P-51 formation, were also encountcred west of Dessau, by another group on :
close escort, In the onsuing combat which lasted twenty minutes and in which e/a -
fought aggress:.vely, nine e/a were destroyed and five dameged with the loss of one
P-51, X

The only engagement reported by fighters escorting the Third Force is
reported by a group which strafed an airfield, probebly Kolleda. The group had ju:
finished strafing when 15 plus Me 109s at 9, OOO feet came in from the west. A lonc
pilot of the samc group was attacked by a fur-ther twelve Me 109s but evaded. The
whole group was short of ammunition but claims 2-1-0,

The fourt:-, fifth and sixth forces and their escort saw no enemy aircrafte
2, Plak

Dulmen - meager, inaccurate, tracking fire,
Egmond - meager, accurate, tracking fire,
Magdeburg - meager to moderste, fairly accurate.
Osnabruck - meager, inaccurate,
Lutzkendorf - moderate to intense and accurate to inaccurate,
Frankfurt, Mainz, vena - meager, inaccurate.
Eisenach -~ meager, inaccurate -6~
SECRET
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3 Observat:.ons

20 f../a on- A/F at Burg.
4 silver s/e and 2 silver t/e.e/a on EW rumwey of A/F at. 5207<1M2E.
+ 15'46:20"6/a parked on rumway, not dispersed, of A/F at 5229-1205’3
-~ M/Y at Hersfeld heavily loaded as was M/ at Gena.
AR at 5108—1038E with buildings similcr to an assembly plant ana w:l.th 50
to 7ﬁ 'b/e parked on 4 :

4 Damage thnenw Installations -

' Weimar irms Plant -~ Very Good Results

Beventeen squadrons bombed with 500 pound GPs. EBight patterns blanketed
the target. Patterns of 4 squadrons fell in built up area of city; five more fell
in fields and suburben areas to 2.2 miles distent, Patterns lie SR and NW.of targe
Bombs from 1 squadron destroyed center of large building at MPI as well as one
dlrectly west of :Lt. Also damged bulldlngs on S and W. side of area, '

. Later patturn 1nd1c:ates hits on bulldings at B end of target. 8 hits on
small arms factory N-of target.  RR tracks cut in 8 to 10 places near tdrget. ,
Several small buildings on firc. large Lire in small arms, factory.

Fulda - or Re sults

Bursts blocked and cut RR linc. Some patterns 1.n Ilbld l m:,les w of tovm

- f. B
e et e i et .ot

Gottingen -~ TFair Results “

‘‘‘‘‘ 1/10 £64/10 cloud obscured.  One pattern fell in I\Tor’chern par'b of M/Y -
6 to 8 hits on tracks, Fair Results.

v

Parchen (52 miles WSW of Borlin) - Fair Results,

' Two tight patterns of GBs are scen to burst in an open area adjacent to the
town and. across the highway,

Magdeburg M/Y -~ Unobserved Results,

o Genoral results obscured by clouds but some squadrons werc observed, or
‘locations of bursts plotted, through small breaks in the undercast.

Some patterns observed to burst in open areas in three casecs and others
scored hits on or near misscs to highways, a bridge in the dock-industrial area to
the north of Magdeburg and very good hits on a RR siding near a road over rail brid
of the A.utobahn north of towne

Tutzkendorf near Halle - Good to Very Good Results.

Clouds of 5/10 to 10/10 density combined with smoke of fires starﬁed sarly :
the attack and from an ineffective smoke screon making it impossible to pin-point a:
assess all strikes. Six concentr:tions of GP bombs: could be scen bursting in the
target area. The main weight of those bombs fell in the central and western portio
: —7- : .
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 SECRET -
Denmage to Encriy Installatioﬁs (cont'd)

of the target area. Direct hits could be scen on the following install~tions: pow
stations, 2 hits and severe fire; wet~gas holder exploded; Schalfeld gas generato:
on fire; 2 contact oven houses; cooling tower; residual gas helder; gas generag
gas condensation plant on fire; . ash disposal plant; brown eoal bunker on fire;

- compressor house exploded; 5 u/:. bu:.ldmgs, 2 oil storoge tmka.

Intense fires could be seen burning in the targe'!: areca ‘late in the attack
and domage can be expected to be sevore. Concentrations covered rail lines immed-
iately north of the target area and though cloud and smoke covered the area it was
apparent that o large u/i plant adjacent to the target was heavily hit, since at le
3 huge colurms of smoke could be seen coming from this, area, .

Eight concentrations of GP bombs could be seen near the terget area; 3 of
these concentrations fell into a small residential area adjacent to the western and
southern boundiry of the target area. The remaining 5 concentraticns fell into
open areas 1 mile NE, 1 mile W, 1 1/4 miles N-IW, 1 mile SW and 2 miles N-NW
respectively. .

Erf'ur,t (secondary) - Feir %o Gcod Results.

Railway center ot BErfurt - target., One concentr-tion of GP bembs practical
hidden by cloud could be scen bursting in the central portion of the town of Erfurt
‘This area is completely built-up and should be severely damaged.

Monteseda - Foir Results (7/0).

Approximately 90 GP bombs bursting in and adjacent to this small va.llage.
Damage to center will be sovere. ‘

Unterrissdorf - Poor Results (T/0)a

Lpproximately 100 GP bombs in open fields 3/4 miles west of. Unterrlssdorf
and 19 1/2 miles NW of Lutzkendorf,

NOTE: The foregoing is based on preliminary reports and is not to be used for
record purposes.

-8
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