HEADQUARTERS -
13TH COMBAT BOMB WING (H)
AP0 559

Date 13 Jamuary 1945
13 CBW F0 11

13 CBW OPS 260

3 AD FO 549

SUBJECT: Tacticel Report (MAINZ-GUSTAVSBURG RAILWAY BRIDGE)

TO ! CO0, 95 BG, APO 559

l. Information Comocerning the Target:

a. The primary target (visual or MH) for today was the MAINZ-
GUSTAVSBURG double track RATILWAY BRIDGE on the Main Line of the Rhine
Valley. Thls bridge is a Four Spam, Parabolic Lattice Girder Bridge,
1400' in length by 55' im width, \

b. The secondary target (H2X) for today was the MAINZ MARSHALLING
YARD situated on the western edge of MAINZ, GERMANY,

¢, The last resort target (visual or H2X) for today was the '
Sorting Sidings of the KOBLENZ-MOSEL MARSHALLING YARD, mear KOBLENZ,
GERMANY .
2. Planning and Executior of the Mission:

a. Group Order and Strength:

(1) & 4, B, C, D Groups: 12 x 13 A/C Squadrons

(a) 94 Group 3 Squadrons
(v) 487 Group 3 S8quadrons
ge 385 Group 3 Squadrons
4) 486 Group 3 Squadrons
(2) 13 A, B Groups: 6 x 13 A/C Squadrons
{(a) 100 Group 2 8quadrons
390 Group 1 Squadron
(b) 95 Group 2 Squadroas
390 Group 1 Squedroa
(3) 45 A, B Groups: é x 13 A/C Squadrons
%a) 96 Group Squadrons
b) 388 Group 2§ Squadroas
96 Group f Squadron
(&) 93 A, B Groups: 6 x 13 A/C Squadrons
{a; 34 Group 3 8quadrons
b) A93 Group 3 8quadrons
b. A/C and C/C Available:
1l 95 Grou 35 A/C k5 C/C
(1) FOup 6 A;G PFF 7 cfc PFYF
3A/CME 7 C/CME
2) 100 Grou 34 A/C 34 6/C
(2) ? 6 250 PFF 7 C/C PFY
5A/CME 5 C/C MH
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TR, 13 Jan. '45

390 Group 3k

(3) b A/C 54 C/C
3 A/C PFF 8 C/C TF¥
2 A/CME 6 C/C NH
6. A/C Scheduled to Take Off:
(1) 95 Group 23 Plus 2 PFF
2) 100 Group 23 Plus 2 PFF
- (3) 390 Group 24 Plus 2 PFF
d. A/C Airborne:
' (l)' 95 Group 22 Plus 2 PFF
;2; 100 Group 23 Plus 2 PFF
3) 390 Group 2 Plus 2 PFF

e. A/C Abortive:

(1)

(2)
(3)

95 Group:

A/C 7762 334 8qdn "B™ - #3 englne feathered - No sortie

A/C 996: 334 8qdn "T" - #2 engine feathered - No sortie

Pilot Lt, Medigan.
A/C 951t 334 Sqdn "Q" - #1 exhaust stack oracked - No
sortie - Pllot 1Lt., Koehler,

A/C 199: 336 Bqdn “Z" - #1 engine feathered - No sortie

Pilot 1t. Gross

A/C 4553 335 Sqdn "a® - %3 engine feathered - No sortie

Pilot Lt. Purdy.
100 Group: Nonse,
390 Group: None,

f, A/C Misaing:

B

95 Gpoupt None,
100 Group: KNone.
390 Group: HNone,

g+ A/C Attacking - 13 CBW A Group: Bombs Dropped
(1) Primary 15 75x1000 LB GP
Jettisoning 5 25x1000 1B GP -
TO 13 60x1000 LB GP
Returning 5 (25x1000 LB GP)
f(z) Method of Bombing: Cat & Mouse & Visual
,/13) Method of Release: Salvo
h, A/C Atteoking - 13 CBW B Group: Bombs Dropped
'/ A1) Primary 22 110x1000 1B GP
i Jettisoning 1 5x1000 LB GP
[ 70 1 5x1000 LB GP
G Returning | 13 (65x1000 1B GP)

Method of Bombing: MH
Hethod of Release: Salvo



TR, 13 Jan. '45
3. Narrative of the Attack:
a.i 13 A Group:
(1) Ravigation:
(a) Assembly:

The two Squadrons of the 100 Group and the one Sguadron
of the 390 Group made & normal take off as scheduled, Aa instrument
ascent was necessary to 4000 feet where the aireraft broke into the clear,
Ocecaslonal elrrus clouds at assembly sltitude made assembly difficult
but it was accomplished without too much delay. The 390 Group made
rendezvous with the 100 Group as planned, All points of Wing and
Division sssembly were made good, approximately om time,

(b) Route:

A ¢limb wes started at zero plus 15 minutes as
specified in the Field Order, The Continental Coast (CP 1) was reached
about 4% minutes early due to a lower wind velocity from that as briefed,

The route to the IP was flown essentially as brlefed.,
The Group was sbout 5 miles right of course all the way, to maintaln
goed division formation. At the pre~IP they were 9 miles South of
course, deliberately, so that they could make a more shallow turm in
an effort to keep thelr beacons in the scope, The IP was made good and a
good MH rum was set up, by Squadrons. 8-910th low cloud at target kept
the results from being observed but they were believed to be slightly \
over. The High Squadron followed in trall of the Lead since thelr course
beacon was not being reveived too well, They followed through and
dropped using their own rate checks which were very ascurate, Both
Squadrons made runs with the AFCE,

Meanwhile, the Low Squadron (390A) had lost radio 4
contact with the Group lLeader, They made the IP good and dropped baeck
and to the left in preparation for an individual rumn. Beacon reception
faded temporarily during this meneuver and when it was good again they
immediately switoched over to H2X and took up a general heading for
Koblenz, last resort target., This city was passed also before the H2X
was working properly. The bombardier plcked a TO amnd &ropped visually
pn the SW edge of Buskirechem, doing some damage to & reilroad jumetiom
and tracks,

Thick cirrus clouds after the RP made 1t neceasary ‘
for the Group to drop to 21000 feet, about 3000 feet lower than briefed,
The Low Squadron d4id not make remdezvous but came out, om eourae, by
themselves. The route, back to England, was flown very much as briefed
without any unusual difficulty.

{c) Weather:

" Conditions at take off were gatisfactory and no trouble
was experienced., lLow cumulus, with bases about 1500 feet amd tops about
LO0O feet, prevailed ever tke assembly areas. At an altitude of 3000 ‘
feet and above sli it cortralls were 1n evidence but caused no great
dirficulty.

e A 10/10 low overcast was preaent umtil about L degrees
egpt where 1t broke up graduelly into about 2/10 low cumulus, Kodsk
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reported sbout 2/10 coverage in the target area but when the Groups
reached there they foumd about 9/10 coverage.

Dense cirrus clouds after the RP forced the Groups
to an altitude of about 21000 in order to stay below it.

| Approximately the same oconditions prevailed at the
bases, when the aireraft returned, as was evident at take off time,

{(d) Difficulties:

Fading of beacons at a oritical time made it necessary
for one Squadron to bomb a TO, Thus they were forced to come back to
base by themselves as Group reassembly was not feasible.,

(e) Remarkss

Navigation 18 considered very good especially on the
part of the Group Leaders,

() PFF Narrative:

Two ME alrcraft of the 100 Group and one MH aircraft
of the 390 Group led the three Squadroans of 13A Group. 100A received
beaocons strongly on the bomb rum, &nd made what the radar mavigator
Judged as a perfect MH rum, PI reports from SAV photos indicated the
bomb impeaet was 2% to 3 miles over the assigned target, 100B Squadroa
received both beacons strongly, but the clroular eourse from the "cat™
beeaoon was unreliaeble, The target ocourse was made good by pllotage;
the rate was established b{ cheok points off the "mouse™ beacon, At
bomba away, there was & delay of 10 seconds due to a rack malfumetionmn
resulting in the bombs dropping over the assigned target. 390A
Squadron received atrong beacon returms om the bomb run, however,
considerable "S"img due to formation difficulties caused the Squadroa to
be off ecourse too lomng to allow sufficiemt time for the rader mavigator
to use the beacons to make an MH run. An H2X run was made, then, om
Kobleng, but the distance was too short to pick up the target satias-
factorily, beocause of change from MH to H2X, A visuel rum was made,
finally, on a TO,

{2} 100A Squedron:

(a) Air Leader Col. Barr Nav Lt. Larsen
Pllot Capt. Spurgeon Asst Nav Lt. Brovilos
Go~Pilot Lt. Sharemet  M/0 Lt, Maddox

Bomb Capt. Searle

(b) A/C Attecking: Bombs Dropped

(1) Primary 1 55x1000 LB GP
- Jettlseoning 1 5x1000 1B GP

(2) Bombing Altitude: 25200t
{3) Time of Release: 1258
(¢6) Rum In from IP to Target:
A ocat and mouse run wag mede on the primary terget.
Visibility was reported good up to five miles from the target. Flnal
rate checks were ,01 degrees of a tangnent off, Course was checked with

pllotage, The rum wes bélleved to be good, DBombs were dropped by cat
and mouse., C-1 was used,

-b-
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TR, 13 Jan. '45
| (d) PI Report:

(1) Olouds obsoure all bursts from 100A Squadrom,
but sufficient terrain is visible im photogrephs to idontlry the pasitlon
of the Afc during the bomd runm,

(%} Agoording to computetions based upon the bomb
trejectory ochert the bombs fell im flelds spprozim.isly 2 miles RE of
Mainz, Germany. o

{(e) Bombing Malfumotions:

A/C 817: Bombardier's salvo switch would not release
bomba = Co-pllot released them from his
switoh,

A/C 505: Ome bomb humg up and later fell out through
the bomb bay ~ Position: 5051N - 0756E.

A/C K76t Bomb bay doors slosed mamually,

A/C 505: Bomb bay doors closed memually,

{3) 100B Squadrom:

(a) Air Leader Maj, Cruver Nav Lt. Chappell
Pilot . Capt, Ermst Asst Nav
Co-Pilot /e Lt, Stropp
Bomb It. Lockhart
(b) A/C Attecking: Bombs Dropped
(1) Primary B § 20x1000 1B GP
Jettisoning & 20x1000 1B GP
Returning 5 (25x1000 1B GP)

(2) Bombing Altitude: 25700
(3) Time of Release: 1220
(¢) Rum Ia from IP to Target:

A oat and mouse rum was made on the primary target,
Run waz started 2 miles east of briefed IP, The target wam covered by
a small patoh of oldouds. Only one slight rate correction was made onm
all the rate ohesks, The bombardier was able to aocurately pinspeint
himself, by piletage, throughout mest of the bomb rum, Eombs bumg up
end oould not be salvoed for 10 secorda., The salvo switch hed to be
hit four times., C~-1 was used, 4

(d) PI Reports

' Clouds obscure all bursts from 1l00B Squadroa but
sufficient terraim 1s visible in photographs to idontiry the position
of the A/C during the bomb rum,

(E) Aecording to eamyutationl based upon the bomd
trajeotory chart the bombs of this Squadrem fell im the vioinity of the
small town of Blerstadt, situated 2 miles east of Wiesbaden, Germeny,

{s) Bombing Malfunotionms:

/ A/C 608: Jettisoned 4 bombs at L9L4LN-0807E at 1252 by .
h bombardier,

! A/C L0O: Bombs would not reléase immediately - Had to
s salvo severzl times,

* A/C 521: Bomb bay doors closed manually.

A/C K703 Bomb bay doors closed manually.
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TR, 13 Jem. 'AS
() 3904 Squadrox:. ‘ ,
{a) Alir Lecder Lt. Watts KHav Lt, Yary

Pilot 1t. Merris Asst Nav
Co-Pilot ¥/0 1t. Flanaton
Bomb ILt, Kellerhouse
(v} A/C Atteecking: Bombs Dropped
(1) %o 13 60x1000 LB GP

(2) Bombimg Altitudes 24500
{3) Time of Release: 1319%
{({¢) Rum In from IP teo Target:

The primary target could mot be bombed because the MH
and H2X egquipment was not funotioning properly, The primary target was
covered by a smell pateh of clouds, Oa the route out a 70 at
Buskirchen, Germsny, was bombed, A short rua was made due to olouds
pertially obscuring the target, AP was center of towa, Bomb pattera
éagdaa on :‘anall rallrosd embankment and Jumction Jjust west of towa,

)l WS UBGEG,

{(d) PI Reports -

' (1) This 8quadron‘'s bombs fell 3000 feet W of
Nuskirchen, Germsny, a target of opportumity, This patterm fell ex amd
around RR trecks mear the junctlion with l~2 hita and 3-5 mear mlsses oa
the tracks. The remaining bdursts fell im fields and sparsely bullt up
area west of the town,

{2) Bomb Patterm: 2646'L x 3933'W,
{3) Bombing Errors: Gross.
(4) Bombing Results: Nil,
‘ ~ (o) Bombing Malfunotions: None.
b. 13B Groups
(1) Navigationm:
{a) Assembly:

: The two Squadrons from the 95 Group and one Sguadron
from the 390 Group made a normel take off from thelr respective bases,
A low eloud layer made it necessary to make an instrumeamt ollmd to
4000 feet before breaking thru Iinto the elear, The 390B Sguadroa had no
diffioculty making remdezvous with the Squadrons from the 95 Group, thus
forming the Group im goed srdep, Buncher 28 was crossed about three
minutes late, so made 1t nesessary to cut cormers along the assembly
route in order to meke up time., The Diviasion assemdly was oompleted
at Felixstowe at 1034 on time, in good position behind the A Groupe

" (b) Route: |
The briefed route was folloewed across the shannel,
however, due to a wind ohange the Group arrived at the Continental Coast

about four minutes early. The route over the Contiment was very much
as briefed. The M/0 had diffioulty in pickimg up the ME beacons and

-6 -
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when he 41d pick them up could not keep them in the scope for any

length of time because the beacons faded out., The Group leader re-
linguished the lead to the High 8guadron Leader who had good beaeon
reception, and aspumed the High position in the Group., The chamge in
leads was made at approximately 0730E and was effected without
difficulty. ZFrom this point the briefed course was followed by the

lead mavigator, who was alded by the M/0 all along., The IP was made good
by the lead navigator, turning over eontrel of the ship to the M/@ who
went into the target by cat and mouse proecdure.

Acting upon westher informetion sent down by Kodaek
Control the Group leader decided to climb to 27000 feet to avoid the
high elrrus layer reported at the IP and also prepared to make a visual
bomb run sinee a 2/10 eloud coverage was reported over the target.

The High Squadron fell im traill and to the left of the
Lsad 3quadrom at the IP and prepared to bomb on the lead Squadron's
release since hisz MH wes out, e High Squadron did not release because
no smoke bombs were observed indlcating bombs away, Visual bombing
was not possible since the target was cloud covered, Decislon was made
to bomb last resort on H2X, Prior to reaching the last resort the
target diseppeared from the scope and the M/0 was uneble to pick it u
again, The B Squadron themn returned to the briefed route znd rejoine
the A and C Squedrons who were ™"S"ing om the route out, Alang the route
out the High Squedron Leader msde a2 run on a TO in the vicinity of
5000-0700 but due to the proximity of this target to front lines it was
decided to return the bombs to base, A 360 degree turn was made at
this point falling imn formastion with the 93 Wing on the route out amd
followed them to the English Cosast,

{e) Weather: Same as reported im 13A Group.
{4) Dirficultieas

MH beacons reception very poor im Lead A/C, Failure
of H2X made it neeessary to return bombs t5 base by the 954 Squadron,
Radioal eourse sorrection by lead Squadron leader enroute to caused
some dlfficulty for the High Squadrom im maintaining position behind
the leader,

{(e) Remarks:

The navigation was good, It 13 suggested that
briefin§ officers give the navigators and M/O's information om looation
of tactlical bomb lime =0 that im the event that TO mear the front line
are seleoted, m0 possible error cam be made in relessing on friendly

troops.
{f) PFF Narrative:

Two MH A/C of the 95 Group, and one MH A/C of the
390 Group led the three S8quadrons of 13 B Group. 95A 4id not receive
beacons, and H2X unit was mot usuable for bombing., ILead was assumed
by 95B prior t6 the IP. 95B Squadron made a complete MH rum oa the
primary target. 954 Squadron brought bombs baeck to the base, because
the radar equipment was not working properly., 390B Low Squadrom made e
complete MH rumn om the primery target, All results were unobserved,

(2) 95B Squadrons

(a) Alr Leader Capt. Jememam Nav It. Van Pattea
Pilot Capt. Herdricksem Aast Nav
Co-Pilot M/0 Lt. Finfinger
Bomb Lt. Thixtom
”7-
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(b) A/C Attacking: Bombs Dropped
(1) Primary 9 45x1000 1B GP
Jettisoning 1l 5x1000 1B GP
Returning 2 (10x1600 1B GP)

(e} Bombing Altitude: 26000°
(d) Time of Release: 1303
(e) Rum In from IP to Target:

Prior to the IP 95B took Group lead after Miockey
equipment in 95A failed, Bomb bay doors were opened 2 minutes before
the IP., The IP was made good and M/0 took over, Visibility was fair,
but the target area wes obascured by olouds, M/0 clutched bombardier
in at oheock point one, Cheek pointa two and three were slow and rate
corrections were made, Checks at four and flve were good. Bombs
were released by MH., C-l wes used,

{d) PI Report:

. (1) Clouds obscufe all bursts of the 95B Squadren
but sufficlent terrain is ¥wisible in photographs to identify the
position of the A/C during the bomb rum,

)} According to computations based upon the bomb
trajeotory ohart the bombs fell on both sides of the khine River
just short of the Mainz/Kastel Ordnance Works and 4500' NW of the
target,

(e) Bombing Melfunctions!

A/C 24,55¢ Aborted - Engine failure - Returneéd
10x1000 GPa.

A/C B199: Aborted - #mgine failure - Returned
10x1000 GPs.

A/C 8469: Aborted - Rumaway supercharger =
Jettisoned bombs - 5x1000 GPs,

(3) 954 Squadront |
(a) Air Leader Capt. Wright Rav Lt. Rohr

Pilot Lt. Savege Asst Nav Lt. Pleper
Co-Pilot M/0 Lt. Feeley
Bomb Lt. Sefrianm

(b) A/C Atteockingt Bombs Dropped

(1) Primary 2 10x1000 LB GP

TO 1 5x1000 LB GP
Returaing 9 (45x1000 LB GF)

(2) Bombing Altitude: 26500°
{3) Time of Heleame: No Release
(¢} Run In from IF to Target:

Prior to the IP the MH and HZX equipment went
sompletely imoperative. 95B was then glven the Group Lead. 954

- 8 -
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then decided to drop its bombs off of 95B. 95A assumed the High
- Squadron and flew left of 95B on the bomb run. Lead bombardier of 954
8&uadr0n saw no smoke markers from 95B and did mot release his bombsa,
the route out the bombardier picked up & town for a TO and was
qynehronizing on 1t, The navigetor then decided the T0 was too close
%o our limes., Bombs were returned to base.

) n
/ {(d) PI Report: No photo ocoverage.

(e} Bombing Malfunetions:

A/C 2447: Aborted and dropped om a TO at Buhan,
Germany - 5x1000 GPs.

?\ (4) 390B Squadromt ,
(a) Air Leader eapt. Jones Nav Lt. Lymeh

Pilot It. Thumbert Agst Nav
Co-Pilot /0 Lt. Conroy
Bemb It. Taylor
{v) A4/C Attacklng: Bombs Dropped
(1) Primary 13 6511000 LB GP

(2) Bombing Altitude: 26000°?
(3) Time of Release: ' 1304%
{({¢) Run In from IP to Target:

Bomb rum was taken over at IP by M/0.95A amd 95B
prevented 390B from making the IP good., Olouds covered the target
area. Complete bomb rum was made by MH., OC-l1 was used,

(d) PI Report:

(1) Clouds obscure all bursts from 390B 8quadron,
but sufficient terrain is visible im photographs to ldentify the
poaition of the A/C during the bomb rum.

(2) Aecording to computations based on bomb
trajeetory chart the bcmbs fell im the vieinity of the Kestheim-
Gustavsburg Road Bridge over the Main River amnd the bullt up area of

these towns epproximately 4000' over the east end of the target,

{(e) Bombing Malfunotions: None

ke Misslon Cemera Report:

4

a. the 95 Group imstalled 2 scope and 6 vertical cameras, 1 and 2
of whigh took plotureas

PFF A/C 7961 with scope and K-21 cameras installed: Did not

drop bombs, -
A/C's 8525 and 8317 with K-21's installed: Did not drop bombs,e

A/C 8469 with K-21 installed: Aborted.

b. The 100 Group imstalled 1 scope and é vertiocal cameras, 1 amd 6
of whieh took pioturesy

0. a90 Group installed 1 soope and 6 vertical ocmmersa, 1 amd 6
of whiech tea plctures,

-9 -
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5. Controller's Log:
a. 2320 from 3 AD:

%1; Alerted.
12 Foree.,
3; Zero Hour,
4) RBA. '
\ ~{5) W1ill be MH Catelouse.

6. 0050 from 3 AD:

(1) Order of Groups.
(2) Assigned Targets (Primary and Secondary).
»; Bomb Load,

Tentatlve Route,

e

3
L
5) Time Control.
6) Division Assemdly,
-{7) Approaeh to Assembly.
8) Intervalometer Setting.
9 Other Division Targets. “
0} Bombardiers Sighting Angle Computer,
l) Bombing Altitude.

¢, 0200 from 3 AD: |
(1) Advance Warning to 3 AD Fo,
4, 0200 to Groups:
{1} Advance Vierning to 3 4D FO,
e. 021, from 3 AD: |
(1) Intelligence Annex-to 3 LD FO,
. 0215 from 3 AD: |
1) Preliminary Tinings.
2) Start Climb Time.
{ Control Polnts, '
4} Intervals Between Groups.
45) Assembly Altitude,
g, 0230 from 3 iDi

J 41) Timings are Final,
/ A2) Route 1s Final,

~

B, 0315 from 3 4D

i

(1) 3 a0,

"/ 1. 0330 to Groups:

| (1) 13 OBW ¥o.

Jo 0405 from 3 AD:

(li Final Assembly Times.

{2 Rew Point 1n Route, '
3} BRp for lLast Resort Target,
k. OW20 from 3 AD:

(1) MH Annex to 3 AD FO,
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1. O0k30 to Groups:
- (1) Annex 1 to 3 4D FO,
m. O4LL45 to Groupss
(1) Amnex 1 to 13 CBW FO,
ne. 0517 from 3 AD:

(1) uMistake of MH Annex.
(2) Will not ohange figures.

0. 0608 from 100 Group:
- (1) Weather A/C Took Off,
p. 0630 from 100 Group:
(1) 1lst Veather Report.

q. 0650 from 100 Groups

- {1) 2nd Weather Report.
r. 0818 from 390 Group:
(1) First Take 0Off,

Commerts on Misslon Planning:

a, Satisfactory.
For the Commandling Officer:

GENE ©, SMITH
Major, Air Ga
Operetions Off cnr.

- 1] -

CONFIDENTIAL



HBEADQUARTERS
HIEET‘! FIFTH BOMBARDMENT OGROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

AFPO bse,
15 January 1945,

SUBJECT: Report of Operations ﬂrﬁ.ecr, Hission of 13 January
1945, Mains, Germany.

TO : cmamg Officer, 95th Bemb Op (E).
95 A SQUADRON FORMATICN

1. GEMERAL NARRATIVE: The 95 “A" 8quadrén formation took
off at 0821-0843 hours to fiy as lead squadron of 13 B Combat Group.

Squadron and group sssembly were made over the base, W th 985 "A"
eireling at lﬁ,@@' The 95 "B®™ High chugron and 390 "B" low-
: w forma o t ase
a0t ours, “and e Foimation Broceeded TR Ning asheably over
Buneher #28, The appremh from the East was made at 1007 hours,
one minute late., Course was gontinued as ¥risfed, and divuicm
agssexbly at Buncher #12 was made on time,

The English cosst was departed at 1034 hours, on time and on R
course, and the olimb to bombing altitude was started over the ‘
English Channel, The continentsl comst was reached at 1107 hours,
altitude 18,000' and the course to 4850-0730 was flown as ,brhf.d.
At this point the 95 “A"™ Squadron gave up the group lead to 95 "B"
Squadron, as 95 "A%¥'s M-H equipment was unsatisfadtory. For the
rempinder of €he route to the target, 95 ”B’ ‘1led the. gre\uy, and
98 "A" flew as high squadron, .

The I.P. was made good at 1252 hours, but olouds on the bomb
run necessitated an additicnal climb of 2,000', During the elimb
on the bomb run, 95 "A" High Squadron over-ran 95 "B" Lead 8quadron,
and were unable to drop on the amcke flares af the 95 “"B™ 3quadron
behindthem, and the target was obscured by 9/10 slouds. The 95 "A"
Squadron therefore did not drop on the Primary target, and a dry
run was made on the secondary target in the attempt to use K-H,

Af%er rejoining group formation on the return route, the 95 "A"
Squadron atarted & visual run on a tm get of eppertunity, but broke
off because of the nesarness to the battle lines. After breaking
off, the squadron was unable to catch up with the group, and fell
in behind the 93 Combat Wing. The Belgium coast was crossed at 1406
hours at 16,000', and the squadron reached the English coast at 1428
hours, at 6,000'. 98 "A* 3quadron landed at base from 1457 to 1509

hours,

2. A RGEAF? Kifi‘ ATTACKING: Eleven aipgraft plus one M-H
leader assembk the formation shown in disgram A, O ‘un.
three aireraft, (#&a,ae%s, 43-38776, 42-108 51) returned sre
becoming diaspatched, end received no sortie. The remair )
aireraft were over the target and are credited W th sor

3., LOST AIRCHAFT: None,

;Y




95 B SQUADRON FORMATION

1. GENSHAL KAHRATIVE: The 95 "B" Squadron took off at
0823-0026 hours to fly as high squadron of 13 B Combat Group.
Squadron assembly was afiected at 17,000' over Buncher #23, and
both Squedron and group assemblywre complete prior to departurs
from the base at 03950, :

The remainder of the route, into 4&80-0730, was flown as High
squadron of 13 B OGroup, as reported by 95 "A" Lead Squadron. A%
this posmt 95 "B"™ became the lead squadron of the groip, as 95 "A"'s
M- equipment was out of order. The I.P. was reached at 1252 hours,
.and the group started a e¢limb to clear a layer of cirrus clouds on
the bomb run. HBombs from 95 "B" Squadron were away at 1303 hours,
drbpping from 27,000', The rally polint used was south of course,
but the btriefed course was plcked up at 1329 hours at 5024005837, and
the return route was flown as opdered,.

The Belgium coast was crossed at 1359 hours, 12,000' over
Ostendé, snd the English coast was reachsd at 1423 hours, and the
95 "B"™ 3quadron landed from 1441 teo 151& hours at the base,

2. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING: Lleven Aircraft plus one M-H
leader assembled as n i1ormation diagram B. Of these, twe
A/C (#43=-38199 and 42-102455) returned before becoming dlspatched

and received no sortie. The remaining ten A/C were over the target
and are credited with sortiea,

. 3. LOST AIRCHAPT: HNone,

-

NGEL T. CUMBAA,
Ms jor, Air Corps,
Operations Officer,
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STATION WEATHUR OFFICGE Tei2
AFC 589

A January 1945
SUBJHCT: wetearologioal Interrogstion Summsry for Mission of 13 January 1945,
10 3 mdins Officar, Hnaﬁq&arteu. 95%h Bombardmemnt droup{d), AP0 B5So.

1. Hase at takewoff: Time was U840 hour, 10/10 stratus, base 800-1100,
. top 4U00C feet, Vigidiilty 2 milss.

2, ioute to target: 10/10 strutus below 5000 feet over chunnel becaming
7=8/10 over coniinent breaking %0 5/10 in large patches esast of 4 degress east.
Dowmnward visibl ity 20 miles plus.

3. Target sreal lalnz, Cermeny. Time was 1305 hour, #-9/10 stratooumilus
below B5OGL feet in immediante target aXea, UDownward visibility 20 miles plus
through breaks.

_ 4. Ketura route: 85/10 stratoounulus in lurge patohes below 5000 feet be-
comlng soattered patches wess of 4 degrees oast, then 10/1C atratus, sop 4000
feet over channel for remsinder of route,

5. Base on return: Time was 1500 hour. 10/10 stratus, bass 540, top
4000 feet, Visibility 2=3000 yards.

6, Remarks: Dense non-persiatent sontrails formed sbove 285,000 feet oast
of 5 degxess east becoming dense persistent in vieinity of 50 degrees narth, 5
degrees sant. '

JALTER 3, #lidde TR,
Capteln, air Carps,
3taff weather Officer,



HBADQUARTHERS
NINRTY FIPPH YOMBARDUENT GROUP (H)
nffice of the Operations Offioer BeFe28

13 January 19456

SURJAT: Lead Havigator's Narrative, YWinety Fifth "A" 8 uadron, lission
of 13 January 1945, Mains, Germany.

™0 s Commanding Nfficer, 9°th Bombardment Group (i), A..AeFs

le vie led the Minsgy PAfth "A" fiquadron which led the 13th ":" Groupe
o %ook off at 082C hours eand scsembled over the base at an altitwie of
18000v, I umdron and Group assembly was made at (0950 hours over the base.
%ing; asaembly was made over Dil: 28 at an altitude of 18000* over B 28,
liivision assembly wes mede at 1017 hours at an sltitude of 18000' over Wi# 12.

2. Ue left the ingzlish coust at 1034 hours at an altitude of 16000Y
at . 1537 0122E, %Ye crosgsed *he ‘newy coast at 1107 hours at an altitude of
18000t at 51108 024532, The routs to the I,P, was as briefed and we made
good the 1,7, at 49284 07894 at an altitude of 25400' at 12562 hours,

3. Homhs were vrought vack to the Lase after a dry run on the terget,
The Rally i'oint wes used es an I.P, for Koblens which also proved to be a
dry run due to ™tickey" failures The route back was as briefed and we loft
the ine.y comst at 1406 hours, three miles north of Ostend at 168000¢,

4, e crossed the knglis* coast in at 1428 hours at an altitude of*
8G00Y at B5202% 01283, e were over tne basv at 1436 hours and landed st

1500 hourse

FERD J. PTOMR
2nd Lt,, Xir Corps,
Losd Havigatore



HEADUUARTERS
NINSTY FIFTH BOMBARDMINT GROUP (H)
0ffice of e Cperations Offiser  i=Fe26

13 Janu ry 1944

SURJ 77 Leed Mavigstor's Harrative, Winety Fi th "B™ Squadron, Mission
of 13 Jeanuary 1945, Mainz, Germeny,

TO 1 Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (i), /e 4. Fo

le 73 led the Ninety Fifth "™ Squadron which flew as hizh in the
13th ":" Combat Group. ¥e took off at 0823 rours and formed the sguadron
and group over RV ! 23 at 0960 hours at 16500', .ing assembly was made at
BUy 28 at 1007 hours at 16670', Ruemmining at this altitude we completed
NMvision assembly on time at 1017 hours at RU, 12 and departed the Imylish
coast at Felixstowe at 1034 nours,

2, e crossed the Ine.’ coast at "stend at 1107 hours at 18000¢,
Routs: to the I.F, was flown as briefed, Just before making turn prior te
I.Fe wo were instructed to teake over the load, The 1.7, was 492BN O0759%
at 1262 hours et 260007,

3. Yickey run was made on target and bombs were away at 1303 nours
on a trus heading of 037° at 27000% aliitude, The Rally Point was at 5705Y
0743: at 1378 hours on & true headi.ng of 288 and an altitude of 250007,

4. The route back to the coast was flown as uriefed, ¥e orossed the
Eneuzy coast out at 1359 hours, &t Tstend and altitude was 12000, e nade
landfall on ths nglish coust at 52004 01257 at 1423 hours at BOVO', ‘e
were over the base at 1431 hours and lended at 1480 hours,

LOMALD Dy VAN PATTEN
1st L., zir Corps,
lLoad Wavigator,



. HEADQJUARTEAS
NTHLTY WIPTH BOMBARDM AT cRour (1)
Office of the Operations Officer Let'=26

13 January 1945

SURJZCT: Lead Rombardier's idarrative, ¥inety Pifth "a" Squadron, »ission
of 13 January 1945, Yeing, Cermsny,

O + Commanding Officer, 36th Bombardment Group (1), A.4A.T,

l, Bombing Approach and Run e Hei'ore the 1.P, we had & report that
there were high oirrus clouw:s over the target crusing us to inoresss our
altitude 2500', Recauss of M/i! failure we turned over leud to 95th ":" end
planned to drop in Group formstion, Then Kodak reportud there was 2/10ths
coverage over target and a visual run was possible, Alter turn onto 1,7,

I attempted to make a squadron run. Hspt on courese < th ald of pilotage
points snd ocousional fixes from Lickey. 48 we approasched target, westher
became 9/10ths and tar;st wes impossiblo to pick up., All data was preeset
in cese of list minute breek. 95th "5" waa hahind me 8o [ sould not drop
on him. There were no smoks flares ahead so i did nwt droepe. Ve eould not
g0 to secondsry or last resprt as 95th "B" drogped on “rimary. (m the way
out we searchad for a target of opportunity but when I picksd up a town and
synchronized on it the Navigator thought it was tuo slose to our lines so

1 brousnt my bombs hack,

2, Disposition of Dombs = 12 4/C were dispatchef with 95t "A" Squade
ron and dropped 10 x 1000; aANaeii44 bombs on the primary turget, A/b {2447
aborted just before the target (enblno failure) and droppad 6 x 10N0% M-44
bomba on Dahan, Gormany, 4510% 0748n, A/C #7961, 8438, 86£6, 8667, 8840 end
8317 returned 30 x 1000¢ Me44 bombs hecause the lead 4/6 could not get rid
of his bombs., A/ #8776, 2061, and 8996 aborted (engine failure), All bombs
drooped by 95th "A" “jumdron were fuzed 1/10 noss and non-delay tail,

3. Types of Release - All hombs droppad by 85th "A" Squedron were in
salvo,

4, Tabular Summery - 4/0 Borbs Fusing
Kain fombfall Over Target Bumbing 0. 3ize - Typs  Nose Tail
Maing, Cermauy. 8 2 10 10007 Med44  1/10 Wone
Total on Target : famo as above,
Lombs Returned, 45 O Medd  1/10 Hone
Other Expenditures (r/c 5 1000/ lL~44 1/10 Yone
Total (losded on A/C taking off). 60 1000} le44 1/10 None

VESAM EEFERIAN
Znd Lt., Alr Corps, .
lead Bombardier,



HEADJTARTERS
NINETY FIPTH BOMBARDMINT GROUP (1)
Offioce of the (Operativns fficer f=Fe28

13 Januery 1946

{IBJECT: - Lead Bombardier's Harrative, Hinety Fifth "aA" Squadron, Mission

of 13 January 1948, Mainz, Germany.

: Cormmending Officer, 95th Bomberdment Group (), A.A.F,

1, Narrative,
a. Bombing eids used were [e8eB, C-2, (=2 and 7ABC Computers,

be The maneuver at the I.,°, was a turn to the left of about 70°
and in Group formation. Down the run 95th "B" droppe: back a little
end we tried to mnko & sguadron ruv, ' .

s Bomb bays were opened two minutes prior to I.P, at 1283 hours,

d. 3Hefore the I.P. we had a report that there were high eirrus
clouds over the target causing us‘to increase our aititude 250¢,
Beoause of M/F failure we turned over lead to 95th "B" =and planned to
drop in Gp. formetion. Then Kodak reported there was z/lOthl cover=
age over target and a visual run was poasible, After turm onto I,P,

I attompted to maks a squadron run. Kept on course with uid of pilote
age points and occasional fixes from Mickey. Az we approa hed target,
weather beceme §/10ths and target was impossible to piok up. All data
was proeset in sase o last minute break. 95th "i" wes behind me so

I could not drup on him, There were no smoke flares nrhead so I did
not drope “e could not go to sesondery cr last rssort as 95th k"
dropped on Primarye Om the way ocut we searched for a target of oppoe
rtunity but when I picked upy a town end synchroniszed on it “he Navige
ator thought it was too olose %o our lines so I brought my bombs “aok,

6, Tur squadrgn did not drop its bombe,
f. There nre no suggested changes in bombing technigue.

2. HBombardier's form 12«5 modifled is attached,

3. Disposition of Bombs « A/C Bombs Fusing
Main Bombfall Over Target Bombing Yo. Sise Type Nose Tail
Maing, Germany, 8 2 10 1000F le44 1/10 ‘Tone
Total on Target. Same as above.
Bombs Returned. "~ 45 1000§ M-44 1/10 Yone
Other Expsnditures (7/9) 6 1000§ Ked44 1/10 Hone
Total (loaded on A/ taking off), 60 1000} Medd 1/10 None

4. "Types of Rolease = All bombs dropped were in salvo,

VEBAM GEPERIAN
2nd Lt., Air Corps
Load Bombardier,



. HEADQUARTERS
NRINETY PIFTH BOMB ROMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Offiocer BeP=26

13 Janunry 1946

STRJACT: Lead Bombardier's Narrative, Yinety Pifth "B" Sguadro:, lissiom
of 13 Januery 1945, Mains, Germeny.

TO 1 Comnanding Cfficer, 96th Bombardment Group (H), A.A.F,

le Bombing Approsech and Run « T opened bomb bay dicrs two minutes
prior to I,P., ¥ickey took over and made I,P, guod., We were in squadron
formation at the 1.0, Visibility was fair, but the targst ares was obse
eured, Kiockey clutched me in at check point cne. Cheook point two and
three were slow and rate corrections were made. Purther checks Yo.'s four
and five were good, I attempted to pick up the target bubt was unable to
do so. Tho entire run was M/i snd we were in squeadron formation at boumbs
aw.y 8t 1308 hours, ,

2, Disposition of Bombs = 12 s/0 were dispatched from PBth "p" Sikud-
ron snd dropped 46 x 1000j =44 bombs on primary target. A/0 12456 an; 8199
aborted (engine fallure) and returned 10 x 10004 Medd bo.bs. 2/0 #8469
jettisioned 5 x 10004 Me44 bombs, 40 miles esst o3 Southwold (Runawny
Supercharger). 4ll bombs dropped were fuzed 1/10 nose and Nonedslay teile

3+ Types of Release e 4ill hombs dropped were in salvo,

4. Tabular Summary « A/C Bombs Puzing
Mein Bombfall Over Target Bombing No., Size Type Nose Tail
Hains, Germany. 10 9 45 1000¢ 1u-44 1/10 Yons
Totel on Taryget. Same as avove,
Bombs Returned. 10 1000# Me44 1/10 Yone
Nther Zxpenditur es (jettisioned) § 1000 Nedd 1/10 Ygne
Total (loaced on A/ taking off). 80 1000} Me44 1/10 “ons

MARSHALL J, ®HIXT™M
lat Lt,, Alr Corps,
Lead Bombardier,



HBADQIARTERS
NINSTY FIFTH BOMBARDMEYT GROUP (1)
Office of the Operations Offiscer BeF-28

13 January 1945
SUBJCTs Lead Bombardier's Narrative, Winety Fifth "i" Squadron, lNission
of 13 January 1945, ¥aing, Germany.

™ + Commsnding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (1), A.AF,

le Narrative,
a. Bombing aida used were EwBeB, C«2, G-l and AB Computers.

be The msneuver at the I,P. was a turn of 26° to the left. We
were in squadron formetion efter the tum,

¢. Bomb bay dvors were opened at 1258, two minutes before I.P,

d., I opuned bomb bay doors two minutes prior to I.P. Miekey tuok
over and made I,P, good, #a8 were in Sq. formation at the I[.P, Vis-
ibility wes ’air, but the target area was obscured, lNickey olu*shed
me in at cheok point ona, Cheok points two and tbree were slow and
rate sorrections were made. Purther cheoks We.'s four and five were
goode I attempted to pick up the target but was unable to do so. The
entira run was M/H snd we were in squadron formation at bombs away, at
1308 hours, ’

o. The bombing results were unobserved due to 10/10ths coveraie.
f. There are no tactical changes to be suggestaed.

2. Tombardier's fom l2eF nodified is attachad,

3. Disposition of Hombs = A/C Bombs Fusing
Main Bombfall Over Target Bombing Yo. Sise Type Nose Teil
Naing, Germany. 10 9 48  1000f  Ned4d 1/10 Yon-delsy
Total on Target. ‘ Same as above,
Pombs Riturned, 10 1000f  Me4d 1/10 YWone
Other “xpenditures, (jettisioned). 5 10004 Me44 1/10 ¥Wone
Total (loaded on A/C taking off). 80 1000}  MNe44 1/19 Yone

4. Typ:s of Release « All bombs dropped were in salvo,

MARSHALL J, TIIXPON
1st Lt,, Air Corps,
lesd Bomberdier,



SUBJECT:

™0 1

1.

HEADQUAKRTERS V=A-1,
NINETY #I¢Td BOMBARUMENT OwOUP (i)
Of1ice or the hnglneering Ofticer

APG 589,
13 Jaruary 19456,

Engineeriung Report on Combut xission o1 13 January 1946.

Commanding Officor,>95th Dambardment Group (i{). Attention:
Lt Col STUAKT.

The iollowing inrormation iz submitted concerning combat mission

of 15 January 1945.

3.

a. Twenty-four (24) B3-17 airplanes took-olf s scheduled,
B. Ninetesn (19) B-17 airplenes returned to base arter
completion ot combat mission,

There were f{ive (6} abortivse airplaneas.

a. 42-102951 - A/b lost manifold pressure atter collur, between
exnaust stacks, cracked in flight.

Pilot reported excessive amount of oil coming
Irom breather on ;9 englne,

Cylinder head temperature and oil temperature
very high on gZ engine.

d. 42-102455 - Pilot reported 3 supercharger out us alreraft
reoached I,P,

0il pressure relief valve sticking,

b. 45~-38776

Ce 4I-38595

J

e, 43-38199

There were seven (7) airplanes with battle dammge,

43-38660 - [inor skin danage.
44-8438 < ‘dnor skin damage.
438-38950 ~ ¥inor skin damage.
44-8626 - yinor skin damage.
43-38640 =~ winor skin daumage.
43=-38417 = fipor skin camage,
- 42-978992 - uinor skin damage.

. *

!mvhvim!g:;mww

UORALD E. DOWLIN,
Capt., Air Corps,
&p Englinesring Q.



READOUARTERS
HINSTY PIFTH ROUBARNNT oty (M)
Offize of the sroarent ~fficer
Are 559

17 Jamary 1945
SUTRCT: Masion Txpenditure Report for 13 Yamuary 19k0,
™ s Somapding Nffiesr, 95t¢h Bombardment Zweup (W),

1. FPollowning are the expenditures fur the missiom of 17 January 1945.

te Station AAP 119
N, Tnit 35¢h Tiombardment Oroup ()
C. Type of Amwrunitiom Cal, 50 APIAXSTIET

Ne Tun loeations and puzber of guns

42 Ball Turrest June 420
42 Upper Turret Tuns 520

21 left imist uns 210
21 Mzht “niat uns 210
21 1sft “ose Ning 210
21 Right Yose Tuns 210
42 Chin Turret ums 420
42 Teil Cune k20

7o Total pumber of guns 252

¥. Total amount of arvunition expendsd 2520 rounds,

4, Total number of bombs sxpended 55~ 1000 1b, 0,7, Nemolitien

Bombs «

2« OB M1 Sky “mrkers.

L?ﬁﬁﬁﬁn ?. LAWY vn
Capt. alr Zorpe
Troup Armsvent Officer



Y My 1 Spem
Al L4

WIE Y AIITH B Hs«' g ()
nefize of the Am ant ~fficer
EAR VY

1% Januery 134°

Py cpvarent nlPunetion Osport For 17 Jamwery 19E%.

¢ cermwmnding tffiesr, 25tk Sosbardcent “roup [T},

1. Molve zirereft were losded with 5« 1000 1%, 3,0, Dewolition “ombe rer
airemrt and ons TF airersaft w»aa mms, with 5.100G b, 3,7, Nemolition “owhs
and 2 M oW 1 Ey nriers,

2o Prullowine sre the arsarent m¢ifunotions re orted for the mission of
17 Jepusry 1945

1T me 24T W1l Turret srouniiin sover, part aunber #1072, lost
in enbat, Yew Sowsr fnatslled,

Lﬁ;":‘té’{ “’ E. M JJ"::\/‘P:
Sapt. Alr Corps
sroap iveasent {ficer



3 K

EDETY FIFIE DOBAR MENT GROUT (M)

T wl

022100 of the Cospumicotions Offioer (J-4.1)
APC 559
13 Inuory 198

BUBJECT:  Oporationsl Commmicstions
% t Comwnding Officer, 75th Bombardwent Group, Station £119

1. O tw tvanty-fouwr 4 /0 ancigmed to the ciosion, twenty crews were
awmiintle for interrogatien br the Commmientiomms Of€iser,

2, Wechinical and slectrical falwros noted were ac followss
(2) 33.A W/ramy dynsmotor)
() 334K (Interphone Al ek bex faulty)
(c) 224 (Linioon Xnitbor/fa:lty loading wmit)
(4) 335+ (Mrtarshone/Bonb, Jack bex out)
(o) 336 (Lioizon Xmitter/feulty dyssmetor)
(£) 33688 (Intershore/faulty wires to headset)
() 336 {Mtevphoie/Bomb, nike faulty)
3¢ The folloring navigaliconl odds were used suocesafully:
(e) Twenty &4/C used Splochers and Bunchers
{b) Twenty A/ uned Statlon 7000 »
Ly The recoplion of groumd stotions and heacons wee norenl,

T INRARD-F, YROX
. Captatn, A, G,
Op, Coreanicatien 9,

S ol S)f‘:,gj,b{jén\ ,



) HEADQUARTERS -
NINETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
»o:riac of th:yént:é%iganco Offieer

Jenurary 13, 1945, |
Delel

—

' SUBJECT: B+8 Letter for Mains Nisston,
70 3 Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), APO 559.

1. Eleven plus ome PFFF A/C from the 95%h Group took
off beginning at 0881 hours to form the lsad squadron of the
‘138 Combat Group te attack the RR bridge in Mains, Germany.
A/C 8998 aborsed over the base at 0900 hours beesuse #£ en~
gine sverheated and ram yough. A/G 8776 aborted as 0900
hours over the base besause #3 engine had an oil) lead. A/C
2951 aborted at 1133 hours at 508840333 becsuse of drop in
- manifeld pressurs. :

Eleven plus one PFF A/C from the 96th Group teok.
off beginning at 0883 hours to form the high squadrom of the
138 Combat Group to attaeck the RR bridge in Mains, Germany.
A/C 8489 aborted st 1847 hours at 4904~0745 because of rume
away supersharger. A/C 2485 aborted at 1216 hours at 4928«
0858 becauss of #3 engine failure. A/C 5199 aborted at 0900
hours over ths base bescsuse of #1 engine fallure.

2. No E/A were encountered.

- T !adoruti, accurate, trasking flak was encountersd
over lains, Gemmany, ‘ T

: 4., 98B bombed primary target with estimated poor ree
sults on Miero Hs Hot ppints show Rhine River B of target
and 1¢ is unlikely bridge was hit. What might possible be
bomd burst in sloud sovered prints are approximately 3 miles
NNE of target: B A/C of 98A bombed primary targes om the
smokemarkers of another Group. The town of Dalen(4808+0747)
was bombed visually without a sight by one A/C whieh was
abertiﬁg begause of mschanieal rsasons. Results were un-
obaerved.

8. Course followed as briefed with but few exeeptions
as Niokey set in 95A sguadron poor over England and got
worse over conSinent., . . :



Only had beacons & few seconds at a time so relinquished the
lead to the high squadron at approximately 4850-0730. 98bBA
took over high position. Formation climbed an additional
2000 feet between thia point and target to get ebove high
cirrus oloud, 988A over ran 965B and were unable to drop on
their suoke markers as they were to the leit., 3Started for
“target of last resort but Mickey lost 1t when bombing cire
cle was turned on. RHRest of Group "8" ed until 95A rejoined
them. 9BA ploked up a target of opportunity Jjuast east of
front line and turned off to bomb it but declided tari et was
too close to front lines. Completed 360 degree turn and
filled in behind 93rd Wing., 95B lead 13B Wing to target and
bombed by Mlero H. Got beacons over &ngland and got all
bescons before taking over lesd. All A/C returned to base by
1518 hours.

For the Intelligence Ufficer:

ARNO A. KRAUSL,
- Captain, Air Corps,
Asstt 8- Cfficer.
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OPERATIONAL NARRATIVE  96th Bomb Group lliinz. Germany 13 January 18485
3¢ Leaflets: | Eone
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Bombing Results « 95B bombed primary target on Mioro H with estimated poor results,
Hot prints show Rhine River § of target and it is unlikely bridge was hit. What
might possible be bomb burst in simxmixx eloud covered prints are approximately §
niles NNR of target. 2 A/C of 95A bombed primary target on the smoke markers of

. another group with unknown results. Also 96A « The town of Dahn (4809N=074TE) a

T.0¢ was bombed visually without a sight with uncbserved results because A/C aborting
for mechanical reasons., BSuggest reference to po.r.?uph 7.

B/A~None
Flak:« Mains « moderate, acourate, tracking.

Weather « 7/10ths to 8/10ths low cloud with tips about 10,000feet in target area.
High ecirrus ocloud forced bombing at 2,000 fest higher than briefed.

Observations « A/C in Distress « 1258 Mainz Bel7 above 10,000 feet' in & controlled
flat spin generally following the bomber stroam. ,
Obgervations in Friemdly territory =
1130 5032X-0328E V=2 Trail
1530 BOSTH<0B40E  One crew reported about 5 phosphorus rockets scattered at
our altitude from allied side of lines,
One orew reported when we take off on mornings with visual
conditions a trail of smoke or vapor rises from the
Ipswich area to ebout 25,000 feet.
1356 5l102M«0400E Looked like 2 miockey flares.
1400 GBO11M-0247E  Parachute descending at 10,000 fest altitude near Belgian
Coast and drifting out to sem. Phoned as hot news,

Other Information » (ourse followed ms brisfed with But fow axoeptions. Mickey set
in 964 squadron (lsad) poor over England and got worse over gontinent. Only had beaco
a few seconds at a time so reliﬁthed the lead to the high squadron (95B) at
epproximately 48B50N-0750E. 95A took over high position, Formation climbed an
additional 2000 feetbetween this point and target to get above high cirtus cloud.

950 over ran 98B and wore unable to drop on their somke markers as they were to the
leafts Started for target of last resort but mickey lost it when bombing cirole was

. turned on. Rest of group "S" ed until 98A rejoined them. 95A pioked up & target of

opportunity just east of front line and turned off to bomb it but decided target wae

\



OPERATIONAL WARRATIVE C .f.

700 CIOSE TO FRONT LINES. Completed 360° turn and filled in behind 93rd Wing. 958

lead 13B wing to terget and bombed by Micro-H. Got beacons over England and got all
beacons before taking over lead. .

8., FFP

A.l.8cholte - 95A A/G 961 CateMouse -« no returns except at rare intervals - target
never picked up.

2, Borech - 95C A/C 992 cat-mouse -~ strong returns from all 3 beacons. Rate beacon
came in at proper time.
Be 1o 95A get not usable on entire run because of multitudinous spots, wems, warts,
snow, spoking and other ailments.
2. 95B set worked satisfactorily throughout.
C. Corments: ¥one.
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15th Cowbat Wing -

100th Bomd Group
390th Bomdb Group

Bl. 99K BOMB. GP (M) S XX
15-1-44 . 17:40 Be2

PIAX REPOR? 96th Bomb. Group Mainx, Germany is Janary 1948 F. X. Pierce

1. STATISTION: - 4
5B 95A S plusl 27,5008 1308 29° 298° :%
958 9 plus 1 27,000 1303 209 830° A

REMARKS: 96th Group fommed lead and high squadrons of 138, 380th f‘ondag low
squadron. Two A/C in 98A dropped bombs on 95B over target. Ome A/C in 96
attacked T.0. at 4809N-0747E with unobserved results. Rest of 96A squadren
rﬂmrnod bmlbu

2. PFLAKs DAMAGE AND LOSSESs
962 1A BRLeRP' BGA over Target Nons Lost
988 BA IPBrl ZABRUAPEA ovar target None Lost

BREMARKS: Battle Damage is preliminary reports of crews. 5 A/C 9n 95A and 2 A/C
in 98B sustained damage over target but could not tell just where it

Mpponod.

3. COPERATIONS:
Ae Mioro H on 988, 98A did not drop due to meochanioal failure in HEX oqui.punto

. Bse 8/10 gog over. target.
Ce Briefed course followed up to Koblens where 95A started to make a run on
: Koblenz but had troudle wi‘bh M2X and also tb&ndouod this target before entering
flak defenses. .
De m
Be None

4. Tlake
Ao l!cderata Aoourato !rmking’
B..
Co Fome
D. EBmoountered 501%-0!10! inaocurate moderate trtokins no damage
O'burvod B010N~0640% Moderate.
' $010M«06208 Meugre Traoking.
Ee. Xone '

5. PRENOMEMNAG
None
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SEORET ..

,\,‘e/  HEADQUARTERS EICHTH AIR FORCE
‘ Seoc L. o0 AAF STATION 101
.APO 63

, S ; INTOPS SULRY NO, 258

PERIOD: 000t . hours 13 January 19!4.5 to 2400 hours 13 J'muary 19&-5-

Ae  STATISTIOS L
' ’ ' AR Losses
Wesions Disp. Sorties Atkge Tonnage Claims E/L AA AA /R OT Tot

Heavy Bomber Mks. 9 U958 923 © 909 2439¢2 o..b-o'

0 2 1 30 338

Pighter Bscort 7 280 270 0 0 000 O 0 3 5 8
Fighter Sweeps 5 148 ) 108 " 0 0 | é-—O-dA 0 (.)‘1 1 2
Fighter Bombing .1 45 45 45 113 (D);S;%G 0 00 00
Photo Recons 3 11 10 0 0 000 0 00 00
Weather Recons 5 38 28 6 0 000 0 00 1 1o
Air/Sea Rescue ok 8 8 0 0O 000 O 0 0 0 O
Special Operations _2 9. .9 0 0 000 O 00 00
Totals .36 97 LOL 95 24505 3-0-0 0 25 37

‘b3 Includes 2 believed safe on Cont:l.mnt, 2 Cat "E" .

%a% Approxzimately 23 believed safe on Coubinent
\C Bela.ewd saf'e on Gont:l.riento

B, OERATIONEL SUMIRY

1s Bomber Attacks

958 a/c (682 B-l?s, 276 B-22+s) from three. Air Da.vn.sions dispatched in
three forces against seven Rhine RR bridgcs and. two M/¥s.in the tacta.cal arcae
909 a/c dropped 24.39.2 tons GP on all assignea pr:.m.axﬁ.cs, one secondary and
. several T/0s0 Assigned targets bombed on Pathfinder in most instancese
" MaJority of a/c from lst Air Division diverted on return.to base, No enemy
sir oppositions Claims: nil, Lossbs: 24 B=17s, 9 B-24s (2 to AA, 1 Cate "E"
30 to unknown cpuses - approx:Lmately 23 of~ which arc believed safeas
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First Force

Ten group formations (367 Bel7s = 3rd Air Division) dispatched against
RR bridges at Gustavsburg and Mainz, and Bischofsheim M/Y» 339 a/c dropped
801 tons GP on assigned targets and seversl T/0s at 1240-1319 hours from
2L.,000-27,000 feets Leaflets dropped on Maing,.Bischofsheim and Euskirchen,
Asgigned targets bombed on Micro-H with one group on Bischofsheim visually,
Weather: generally 6/10-10/10 over all targets. Flaks moderate to intense,
accurate at Bischofsheim and Mainze Battle Dariege: 119 minor, 7 mejors E/A
Opposition: nil, Claims: nil. DLosses: 3 B-l7s (2to A4, 1 Cate "E")e

Fighter Support: Two groups (80 P-5ls) dispatcheds Up 1018-1022 hours,
down 1430-1439 hourse .79 sortiese E/A Opposition: nilo Claims: nil. Losses:
2 P-5ls = Cat "E", b _ .

Details of bémber attacks as followss

Asgigned Targets Dispatched Atsacking Tonnage Results
Mainz RR Br, R ¥ A -3 61,0 ' Poor
Mainz=Gustavsburg RR Br. 147 95 238,5 .  Poor
Bischofsheim M/Y 143 119 29405 Fair toGood
Moinz WY (See) . . : 4 160.5 | Poor

Other Targets

Euskirchen RR Junction 13 2905 Foir

T/0s C Y A 179 Unobserved
Totals - c o367 - 339 . 80Lo0

Se cond__ Force -

Twelve group formotions (276 B-24s, 2nd Air Divisdion) dispatched against
RR bridges at Worms and Rudesheim and Kaisersloutern M/Yo 263 a/c- dropped
718.2 tons GP on assigned targets and one 7/0 at 1354-1535 hours from 20,000
to 25,000 feete Leaflets dropped on Worms end Keiserslauterns Assigned targets
bombed on Gee=H with o few visual assistse Weather: gencrally 5/10-10/10 in
21l target crease Flak: moderate, accurate of Wormse Betbtle Damage: 39
minore E/AL Opposition:© nile One Jet a/c sighted in Charleroi Areas No
combate Cloims: nil. Lossés: - 9 B=24s. (8 believed safe on Continent, 1 to
unknown causes)e .. - . - ' S ' _

Fighter Support: Three groups (118 P-5ls) dispatchede Up 1114-1125
hours; down 1520=1617.hours, 114 sortiese. One group diverted to other bases in
UK on return. E7A opposition: nile “Three Me=262s sighted, one south of Mons,
onc south of Linguysn and one vicinity of Worms. 'Cloims: nil. Lossess L Pa5ls
(2 believed safe on continent, 1 ditched in Chennel, 1 to unknown causes)s
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SEGREZ
Details of bomber attacks as followss

Assigned 'l‘argets ~+ v . -Dispatched “4ttacking Tomnage Results
Worms RR Bridge- - . ' - 92 86 . 2350  Very Good
Koiserslautern M/Y | . 89 . 87 2,847 . Unobserved
s Budesheim RR Bridge .. 9% 89, - 231e5 - Unobserved
Other Tarpe'b | - o . o
T/0 = 4935N-0TO5E 1 __30__ Uncbserved
Totols 276 263 T18e2
~ Ihird Force

' Eight group formations (315 B-17s, lst Air Divisions) dispatched aga:.nst
RR Bridges at Germersheim, Monnheim and Maxilmiliansaue Forces on two latter
targets encountered 200-400 foot 1low. ceiling and poor visibility on return to
base and were diverted to other bases in UiK. Figures on these targets are .
approximations and deteils are inoompletes 307 a/c¢ dropned 920,0 tons GP on
three assigned ta.rgetsq Germersheim bombed on Gee-H at 1318~1324 hours from
23,800m26,700 fecte, - Other targets bombed viswally = time, cltitude, flak and
e/a opposition unknown. On Germersheim only = wecther: . 8/10-~10/10, Flak:
meager, accurate to inaccurate, Battle Damages = 7 minor, 2 majore E/A
Opposition: nile Claims: nile Total Losses: 21 B~l7s, approximetely 15
believed safe on Contincnt)s. , _

Pighter Support: Two groups (82 P-51s) dispo tchea. Up 1040-1050 hours,
down 1520-~1614 hourse .77 Sortiese. - One group (35 P-51s) umable to land on :
return diverted 40 bases on Continent, E/A Opposition: nils Report on a/c
diverted to Continent not available. Lossest 2 P=51s ( 1 to weather, 1 to
unknown causes )s . . ‘ :

Details of bomber attacks as follows:

Assigned Torgets - Dispetched Attacking Tonnage Results
Germersheim RR Brddge - = 73 - - T b' . 21240 Unobserved
Mormheim Rd & RR Bridpe . - . 78 76 . 2280 " Unknown
Maximiliansau RR Bridge 16k 159 L77.0 Unknowm

Other Tax_get
T/0 | | ' 1 C 30 Unobserved

Totals S »_315' - 307 92050
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SECRET

2, TMphter Escort

‘Seven groups (280 P-51s) dispatched as support for heavy bomber forcess
Up 1018-111% hours; down 1430-161k hours. 270 sortiess One group diverted to
other U.K, bases on return. Anckher group (35 a/c) diverted %o bages on Continents
E/A Opposition: nil. Three scattered sightings of Me~262s, Cléims: 'nils
Losses:+ 8 P=5ls (2 Cat. "E", 2-believed safe on Continent, 1 ditched in Channel,
1 to weather, 2 to unknowm causes Yo

+ Of the 35 a/c diverted to Cont:.nent, 30 are accounted for as of 0500
hours, 14 Jamuary 19450

3, XFighter Sweeps .

Three groups (75 Pe5ls, 37 P-47s = 112 a/c) dispatched ori free lance
support for bomber forcess 102 sortiese Up 0907-1050 hours; down 1338-1515 hourse
One group strafed Giebelstadt A/Fe EB/a Opposition: 1 Mc-262 oncountered taking
off and 2 Me-}09s sbout to land, Cleims: 3-0-0 Air (1 jet); 3~0-1 ground,
also 3 locomotives destroyed, 4 locomotives, 15 goods wiagons darmged. Losses:

2 P-51s (1 Gate. "E", 1 to unknown causes e

Two groups based on Continent (36 P-51s) dispatchod. Up 1440, down 1605
hourss 36 sorties. 25 P=5ls of one group gave area.support to RAF bombers in
Saarbrucken areas 1l P=5ls from other group on general area patrol. Missions
uneventfuls E/A opposition: nile -Claims: nil. ZLosscs: mnile

Le Fighter Bombing

A One group based on Continent (45 P=51s) dispatched on fighter bombing
patrol Mermheim-Trier, Coblenz~Frankfurt-Karlsruhe arcase 545 sortiess Up 1010«
1208 hours; down 1300~1430 hours. 45 a/c. strafed and dropped 11.3 tons
Progmentation bombs on M/Y and a convoy destroying 3 trucks, demaging 36 goods
cars, 2 trucks, 1 tank, 1 half-trock and 1 factorye No ¢/a oppositions -
Claims: nil. Losses: nilo

5« Photo Beconnaissance

11 o/c (6 F 58, 1 Spitfire, 4 P-51s) dispatchede D/A photos obtained of
Dortmund, Siegen and Frankfurt areass 1 a/c recclled because of failure to
contact escorting fighters, One F=5 escorted by 4 P-5ls. All a/c returned safely,

‘6 Weather Reconmaissance

38 o/c (4 B-1l7s, 6 Mosquitoes, 28 P-5ls) dispatched as follows:

2 B=17s flew routine flighﬁs to and from Azores
2 B-17s flew routine flights over Atlantic to west of England
L. Mosquitoes completed specinl flights over liolland, Belgium and Germanye

2'Mosqu1toes dispatched on special flights aborted due to mechanical

failure,
28 P-5ls dispatched as weather scouts for bomber forcess 20 sortiess

Lossest 1 P=51 (scout) believed safe on Contincnte
ol
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SECRET

7« Air/Sea Rescue

8 P-47s dispatched on routine patrol missions, Located pilot who
bailed out off Clactone All a/c returned safelys ' -

8s Special Operations
9 a/c dispatched as follqws:- ,
6 B=24s dispatched on ROM patrole 6 a/c completed mission,  jamming
from 0705-1040 hours., No lossess

3 Mosquitoes dispatched on Chaff dispensing mission .for heavy bomberse
3 a/c completed mission. No lossess

C. INTELLIGENCE

le Enemy Air Opposition

Weather conditions, although not favorable, should not have prohibited
an e/a reaction against the heavy bomberse It seems likely that German fighters
were being held for defensive and offensive tactical operations later in the
day under improving weather conditionss o :

The only c/a encountered were in the vicinity of Giebelstadt 4/F, where
a small formation of sweeping P=5ls déstroyed one Me=262 shortly after take-off
and two Me~1l09s as they were coming in to lands There were a few scattered
sightings of individual Me-262s flying at' 30,000-33,000 feet and probably
serving as observer a/c. '

2¢ Flak

Worms - moderate, accurate,.

Rudesheim « nil to neager, inaccurntes

Kaiserslautern -~ nil to nmeager, inaccurate,
Germersheim - meager, accurcte to inaccurates

Mainz - meager to moderate, fairly accurate, trackinge
" Bischof'sheim - moderate to intcnse, accurate, treckinge

2a Observations

Nils

Le Damage to Enemy Installations

Worms RR Bridge = Very Good Results

At least four patterns of 1000 pound bombs on or near the bridge and its
approochcess Smoke and long shadows make observation difficult and it is not
possible to say definitely that the bridge has been knocked down. However, the
tight patterns on and around the bridge and its approaches and the eastern
viaduct. definitely insures severe demege, Hits werc also scored on industrial
type buildings on the western bank with very good rcsults and possible hits on
rail lire at this point, .
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SECRET

Rudesheim RR Bridee « Unobserved Results

Target wag attacked through 8/10-10/10 cloud, * No bursts were observed
but the calculated trajectories of the bombs from a visible release point
places the patterns on or near the target.

Kaisersloutern M/Y - Unobserved Results

Target attecked through 8/10-10/10 clouds, Two patterns calculated to
burst within three miles of the target in the case of two squadrons,

“Euskirchen RR Junction - Pair Resulis

Between two and four hits on target, but scattered bursts in the extreme
edge of the villagea

Bischofsheim M/Y - Fair to Good Results

‘Target attacked by 12 squadrons carrying 500 pound GPs." Of these, 12
squedrons only one had a pattern sguarely on the center of the yarde Hits '
scored on the N# - SE choke points and most of onc pattern and part of another
Pell in the town of Bischofsheim, One pattern fell on a dam just NW of the
target, possibly one hit and near misses to thc dem itselfs .

Mo np-Gus bavsburg RR Bridge - Poor Results
Meinz RR Bridge - Poor Results

Meinz M/Y - Poor Results

Clouds cover this arca at time cf the attack and bomb hits cannot be
spotteds Photos taken by one of the last groups over the M/Y shows most of this .
area, and it is believed that neither bridge has been hite There is one
pattern in central part of Mainz along the rivcer bank by the highwey bridge,
another patfern in the south part of Wiesbaden M/¥, one pattern hit the south-
east corner of the’ village of Bierstedt about two milcs east of Wiesbadens
Some scattered bupsts observed in opeu country west of Mainz and part of one
pattern observed near the Wiesbader &P with possible 6 - 10 hits on the f:.eld
itself, doing no damage except to o . sw small bulldingse : :

NOTE: The f‘oreo'olng is based on prel:.mnary reporbs and is not to be used:
for record purposess A
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