January 6, 1944

o

|SUBJECT: 82 Report for 96A, By for the mission of January 6, 1944

3
g + T0 + Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), APO 569,
2 Y & |
E v 1. Twelve plus on PPF A/C from the 95th group took off beginning U816
2 A & hours to form the low squadron of the l3tnk Combat Group to attack the M/Y at
R}
S 3| S Germersheime The lead and the high squadron wore composed of crews from
9 t < ‘the 100th group. A/C 8996 avortud =t 5208N-OC3CE because the pilot was ill,
a 2 - Ten plus ome PFF A/C from the 96th group took off beginning 0800
2 @p hours to form the low squadron of the lsth b Gombat Group to attack the M/Y
2 & 8% Germersheim, dermany. The lead and high squadron were composed of erowe

from the 390th group.
2. No enemy aireraft were encountereds
3. HNoderate, accurate, tracking {lak was encountered at Stuttgart.

4. Neith squadron attacked the essigned target. 95A released on
the sighting of the 100th group; bombes hitting at the edge of the town
Wernersberg (4012N-0786E), & T/0. Photos show poor results. 958 squadron
made a visual run on the W. choke point of the M/Y at the edge of Kusel
(4932N-07242). A good pattern is shown, with very good results.

8. Fighter support was very good. 98A squadron, flying as low squadren
of the 100th Group, followed the briefed course to 4836-0845. At that point
on orders the group leader, this squadron tock over the high position, because
the group leader aborted and the high squadron took over the lead. The course
was then Hast of the briefed course and the western defsuses of Stuttgart were
passed. They continued N to about 4930-0900, at whibh time a heading to the
secondary target was taken. The leader took a heading of about 260 degrees,
which was north of the primary target and south of the secondary target. The
last resort target was cloud covered, so the lead made a sighting on a T/0 when
& break in the clouds eured, 98A squadron dropped on the lead on orders of
the group lead. Many A/C from the original lead squadron tacked on to this
squadron, and at bombs away there were only two squadrons, After bombing a tura
was made to the briefed course, and it was followed back to the base.

98B squadron, flying with the 390th group, followed the briefed course

to 4836-0845, The lead then swung wide over Stuttgart, at which point the
leader lost 3000 feet, pulling th low sguadron with it. The lead squadron broke
up and the high squadron continued north and wasn't contacted again. A/C of the
lead squadron then tacked on the low squadron, which was 95B squadron;. An attempt
was made to bomdb both the primary and last resort target, but both were found
to be covereds A T/0 was then picked up. At bombs away there were 21 A/C.
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