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Information Concerning the Targets:

a. The primary targets (visual) for today were the grass
Lending Grounds in the Frankfurt Areas.

(1) The Biblis Landing Ground, 7 miles NE of Vorms,
Germany, was to be post-holed by the 13A and B Groups.

(2) The Zellhausen Landing Ground, 7 miles SSE of Hanau,
‘Germany, was to be post-holed by the 13C, D, E, and
I' Groups,

be A large portion of the Iuftwaffe Ground Support Alreraft
recently moved up to airfields in this area, and both
of thesge flelds are now reported to be the base of one
Gruppe of single engine fighters,

6. The secondary targuts,(vlaﬁal or with H2X Teohnique) for

today were Rallwey Facllities in the Frankfurt Ares as
followa:

(1) The Rellway Traffio Centre at Pforsheim, Germany,
" was the target for the 13A and B Groups.

(2) The Railway Workabops one mile WSW of Kaiserslauters,
" Germsny, wes the target for the 13C, D, E, and ¥
Groups.

Planning and Execution of the Mission:
a. Group Order and Strength:

(1) &4, B, C, D, E, ¥ snd G Groupa: 21 x 13 A/C Sqéns
{(a) 487 Group 3 Squadrons
(v) 94 Group | 3 Squadrons
{(e) 9L, K86 and 487 Groups 1 Squedron Each
(4) 335 Group 3 Squadrons
(e) 385, 447 and 385 Groups 1 Squedron Eech
(£). 486 Group | 3 Squedrons
(g) 447 Group 3 Squadrons
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CONZXIIDENTIAL
Taotical Keport, 24 December 1944, Cont'd
13 A, B, C, D, E and F Groups

390 Group
390 end 100 Groups

100 Group
95 Group
95 and 100 Groups

351 and 38j Groups
of lst Divisien

15 x 13 A/C Bquadrons
Plus 2 Squadrons of

- lst Division

3 Sqﬁadrunl

2 Bquadrons of 390
and 1 Squadron of 100

3 Bqusadrons
3 Squadrons

2 Squeadrons of 95 end
1 Sguadron of 100

2 Squadrons Composed

of 18 A/C of 351 end
13 A/C or 384 .

(3) A5 A, B, O, D and E Groups 15 x 13 A/C Squadrons
(a) 388 Group

(v) 388 and 96 Groups

3 Squadrons

2 Squedrons of )88 and
1 8quadron of 96

(e) 96 Group
(d) 452 Group
(e) &52 and 493 Groups

3 Squadrons
| 3 Squadrons

2 Squedrons of A52 and
1 Squadron of 493

(4) 93 4, B, C and D Groups 12 x 13 A/C 8quadrons
{a) 34 Group
{v) 4%0 Group
(e) 493 Group
(4) 493, 490 and 34 Groups
b. A/C and C/C Aveilsble:

3 Squedrons
3 8quadrons
3 Sgquadrons

1 Squedron Eaeh

(1} 95 Group ME 52 A/C 61 G/C
NE A2 A/C 51 C/C

FFT 10 A/C 8 ¢/C

ME 7 A/C g ¢/C

2) 100 Grou ME 53 A/C 59 C/C
(2) Sroup NE i8 A/C 8 C/C
PFT 9 A/C 8 0/C

MHE 7 A/C 6 C/C

390 Grou ME 51 A/C 62 0/C

(3) 3 ? NE 46 Afc 57 ¢/C
PF¥ 7 A/C 8 ¢/¢

ME 5 4A/C 7C/C

6. A/C Scheduled to Take Off:
(1) 95 Group 60 A/C Including 5 PFF A/C
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Tactical Report, 24 December 1944, Cont'd
(3) 390 Group - 60 A/C Inoluding 5§ PFF A/C
4, A/Gl Airborne:
| (1) 95 Group All A/C Soheduled Plus 2 W/W A/C
(2) 100 Group  All A/C Soheduled Plus 1 W/W A/C
(3) 390 Group 59 A/C Plus 6 W/W A/C
e. A/0 Failing to Take Off:
(1) 390 Group
A/C 375: 571 Squadron 8 - No maenifold pressure in
: #1 and #3 engines - Pilot Lt. O'Conner -
No sortie
f. A/C Abortive:
(1} 100 Group

A/C 68l: 349 Squadron V - #3 supercharger out -
: Pilot Lt. Heironimus - No sortie

{(2) 390 Growp

A/C 2063 571 Squadron P - Runaway grop #4 engine -
Pilot Lt. Stene « No sortie
A/C 98L: 569 Squadron K - #h turbo out -« Pilot Lt.
ater - No sortie
ge A/C Missing:
(1) 95 Group: 2 A/C
{2) 100 Group: None

{3) 390 Group: 3 A/C

he A/C Attacking - 390A Group: Bombs Dropped
(1) Primery 30 1042 x 100 1B GP
Jettisoning 8 250 x 100 1B Gp
Returning Kone

(2) Method of Bombing: Visual
(3) Method of Release: 100' Train
1. A/C Attaoking - 390B Comp Group -~ 100D Sguadron:
Bombs Dropped

(1} Primery 35 1297 x 100 1B GP
Jettisoning ’ 1l 21 x 100 1B GP
Returning 1 38 x 100 1B Gp

(2) Method of Bombing: Visual
(3) Method of Releaset 100' Traim
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Taotical Report, 24 Dgcember 134k, Cont'd

Jo A/C Attacking - 1000 Group: Bombs Dropped
(1) Primery 24 856 x 100 1B GP
Secondsry 12 451 x 100 1B GP
Jettisoning 1 1l x 100 1B @GP
Returning 2 76 x 100 LB GP
(2) Method of Bombing: Visual
(3) Method of Release: 100' Tyrein
ke A/C Atteaoking ~ 95D Group: Bomba Dropped
(1) Primary 34 1221 x 100 1B GP
Jettisoning 3 63 x 100 LB GP
Rcturn;ng b 84, x 100 1B GP

(=)
(3)

Method of Bombing: Visual
Method of Release: 100* Train

le A/C Attacking - 95E Comp Group - 1l00E Squadron

(1)

(2)
(3)

Bombs Dropped

Primery 12 4L50 x 100 1B GP
TO 2 76 x 100 LB GP
Secondary 12 k22 x 100 1B GP
Jettlsoning 10 380 x 100 LB aP
Returaing 1l 3k x 100 LB GP

Method of Bombingt Visual
Method of Release: 100*' Trein

3. HNerretive of the Attack:

a. Navigation - 134 Group - 390 &, B, C Squadrons:

(1)

(2)

Assembly:

The three Sguadrons from the 390 Group made a mormel
teke off and climbed to 7000 feet, assembly altitude
The 13A Group was formed over the field with
diffioculty. The Wing essembly wes completed at
Buncher 12, at 1058, 2 minutes late. The Division
assembly was completed at 515840121, at 1113, one
minute lstej sltitude 7000 feet,

Route:

The Continentel Coeszt was crossed at 51120251,

at 1151, seven minutes late, Timings late beczuse
wind had shifted to the East-~Southeasst. The briefed
courge was followed very closely over the Continent,
however, in vicinity of the froatlines evasive
aotion was taken to avoid flek., The IP was 1dentifi
by lead nevigator by means of pllotege. Ground heze
tlong bomb run made 1t difficult to discern ground
objects., The Group was reformed at RP, The retura
route was essentially as briefed. The Continental
Coust was reorxrossed at 1610,

L
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Tacticel Report, 24 December 1944, Cont'd

b.

(3)

(h)

(5)

Weathers

CAVU oonditions existed during essembly, While
orosaing the Channel, low seattered clouds were
reported, no high or middle clouds were encountered.
Over the Continent, haze along ground was reported
to be heavy near target making target ldentification
difficult. Average windas sdtained were frem 90

~ degrees at L0 knots.

Navigetional Difficulties:
None were reported.
Remarks:

Navigation was good, Navigators should give more
aid to the Bombardier on the bomb rua.

Ravigation « 13B Group « 390 D, ¥ and 100 A Squadrons:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(b)

(5)

Agsemdlys

The twp Squadrons fron the 390 Group end the 100D
Squedron made a normal teke off and elimbed to

7000 fest, assembly altitude, The Group was assembled
witheut dirficulty. The Group arrived at Bumncher

11, start of Wing assembly at 1048 on time, altitude
7000 feet, The Divieion assemdly was ooupietcd

at 520340128 at 1116, behind the 13A Group.

Route!

The route was es briefed on the course in, "S"ing
slightly to avold the battle line flak neer 5S¢,
Vith and Malmedy., The lead Havigator had some
difriculty in making the turn prior to the IP due

to "S"ing in order to meintain proper Group interval.
Some interference was sxperienced at the Pre~IP where
the 13B Group was forced toc make a large tura due

to interference by another Group forging into the
Division Column, The IP was made good by the lLead
Havigator., The 100D Squadyem had sn acoldental
releass at 5010-0923, 20 miles ahort of the primary
target., The Group was reformed at the EP without

. airficulty, The 13B followed the 134 Group oa

igato out., Continentsl Cpest was resrossed at
15,

Weathert A

Beme as reported im 13A,

Diffiocultiea:

"S*"ing along route to IP ocaused some diffioulty
in making good spproesch on the IP, Low haze made
pilotage somewhat diffioult on bomd rua.

Remarke} .

Ravigation was satisfactory.

-8



SONXIDENIIAL

fecticel Report, 24 Degember 1944, COont'a
¢. Navigetion - 130 Grouwp -~ 100 4, B, C Squedronss

)

(2)

(3)
(&)

(5)

Asnenbly:s

The three Squadrons from the 100 Uroup made a

normel take off and e¢limbed to 10,000 feet, assemdly
altitude. The Group was formed without Aiffisulty.
The W assexbly was completed at 1100 on time.
The Division assembly was completed at Fellxstows,

1 minute late. The 13C was above and abreast the
13B Group.

Route:

The Continental Coast wes made good, 6 minutes late
due to wind shift, The route in over the Continent
was flown essentially as bLriefed with no serious
deviation from ocourse, A psraistant ground hase
out down viaibilisy somewhat elong the route; however,
pilotege oould be done over most of the route., IP
was gade good, 100A end € ggnnaronn bombed the
primary target visually. 1008 Squadron lossder was
hit by flek on the bemb run and wez unable to drop
on the primary target. The Squedron then made a
visual run on the geeondary target and joimed the
130 Group agalin without difrficulty. The route out
was essentially as briefed, The Continmeateal

Coast waa recrossed at 1614, '

Vieathert

Bame as experiensed by 13A and 13B,
Difriculties:

None.

Remarkss 7

Navigation was good,

4. Navigation -~ 13D Group - 95 A, B, C Sqguadrons:

(1)

(2)

Agsenblyt

The three Squadrons of the 13D Group took off om

time and made & normal ssgsembly et 10,000 feet.

The Group wes at Bunecher 11, flrsat gaint of Ving
assexbly, on time. All pointa of Wing and Divisien
assenbly were made good end on time with the |
exmssption of Comtrol Point 1 whieh was orossed §
minute late, The Group was in proper pesition behind
13C at this time, ,

Route:

From OP 2 to 0600 East the route was flown essentially
as briefed, The Group was following the Division
atrean and by so doing the High Squadron caught some
eceurate flek South of Coblenx. MNeagre seourate
unplotted flak had previously been seen when the
battle line was corossed, A track alightly Nortk of
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Taotioal Report, 24 Decemder 1944, Cont'd

(3)

(h)

(5)

t

gourse was flown until fho IP was reached. Pr&orA

* %0 the IP the lLow Bquadron, believing themselves

to be in better position, asked and obtained
permission from Group lLeader %o go in second on

' the bomb run. The lead Squedron overshot the IP

slightly but a sucosssful bembdb run wes made., Hazs
and & run direotly into the sun made target
identification difficult. The 950 and 958 proseeded
on the bomb run but shortly before boambs away the
High Squedron was direetly above the lLow Squadron.
When they were clear of sash other they made lest
segond corrections snd 4reppsd but bombs missed target
eompletely. At the EP confusion was osused by the
large num of plenes in the near vieinity a

,;;233 to meke sn unusually sharp left turn, As a
result the High Squedron loat contaet with the

Ised and procesded on oourss alone., The lLead and Low

Bquadrons deemed 1t advisabdle to go West of

Kaiserlautern and later oorreoted their heasding to
got beok on course. At 4845-0738 the High Sguadron
Leader had trouble with his flow off gesoline and hed
his second slsment leecder take over the lead of the
Squadron, The lLeader then remained at sltitude for
a conaiderable time to take advantege of the winds
and high air spesda, The Group wes reformed
satisfactorily at this point end atayed on ocourse
exeept rfor minor deviations all the way baock to the
base,

Weather:

VWeather was the same that was ensountersd by the
preceding Groupa of the Wing,

Diftioultien:

Haze and an up 'sua run wnrc the main difficulties,
A sharp tura et the RP made maneuvering very hard.

Remarkss
IPr and target run could have beea improved if pesition

of the sun had been given more conaideration than
direction of the wind,

o, !avigaglan « 138 Group - 95 D, E and 100 B Squadronst

(1)

(2)

Assamblyt

The thres Squedrons of the 13k made a normel take
off and plimded to essembly altitude, The 100R

nadron sssesbled with the 95 ﬁreasesithnut
dirriculty formiag the Group at 10,000 feet, The
13E Group fell in behind the 13D Group end followed
them throughout the sssembly route. The English
Coest was orossed at 1119,

Boute! ‘ _
The route was similiar to that made good by the 13D

-l =
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, Group. The Group made good the IP. On the bomd run
hage prevented 95D and 35: 8quadrons from bdomd
dues to poor target identification, however, the 100
R was able to drop om the primary. The Group
Lecsder then turmned off the target and made a run on
the sesondary essisted dy H2X, The Group overshot

v the seeond turn after the target by about 15 miles.
The lLead Navigator correeted back to the briefed
route shortly thereafter,  The Continental Coast
wgs recrossed at 1620,

(3) Weather:
Seme as reported by other Groups,
(s) Favigational Dirficultiess

To avoid oonjestion the 13E Group had to remain
6 to 8 miles North of course. Low haze and sum
on bomb run made ;ilotugt airriouls,

{5) Remarkss |
Kavigation waes satisfactory.
PFF Nerrative:
390 Groups

SBeven PFT airoraft were dispateohed, Three sets
{3904, 390B, 390D) failed to operate properly., The
main 5irriou1ty with these sets was poor range and
poey definition of soope returns, 4ll bombing was
visual; no H2X runs were attempted,

100 Group:

8ix PFY eireraft were diugatchoa. Three seta

ileeA Dep, 100B, 100D) failed to operate properly.

004 snd 100B went out completely, 100D set had
an erratic szmuth stabilisetion which caused the scope
returns to constantly shift., All bdombing was visual
with an H2X oourse assist in 100A and 100E Squadronas.

95 Groupt

84ix PF¥Y airoraft were dispatehed. One sst, 95E, falle
sompletely. Secope returns were strong in the
remaining five sirereft, Boabing was visual with

H2X essist., The target wes Ldentified om the acope
et a range of twenty miles,

f. 390 Group ~ A Bquadrons

(1) Air lLesder ILt. Col. Jones Nav Lt. Wey
Pilot Oapt. Chandler Asst Nav
Co=Pilot n/c Capt. Houser

Bombardier Oapt. Billingt
-8-
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Tactiocal Report, 24 December 1944, Cont'd

(2)

(3)

(L)

(5)

A/C Attacking: - Bombs Dropped L
 (a) Primary 10 380 x 100 LB GP B
‘ Jettisoning 2 76 x 100 LB GP h

Returning None
{b) Bombing Altitude: 22000'
(o) Time of Release: 1419%
Run-In from IP to Targets

Attaoking on a megnetie hecding of 207 degrees,

the bombardier experienced difficulty ploking up
the terget because of sun and heze. The target

was picked up spproximately AO seoconds from the BRL,
The bomberdier preseesded to synmchronige, but the
rate moved very sluggishly. The telescope indlce
also seemed somewhst slow, When bombs were released
the rate aymchronisation was very poor. The Lead
A/C carried no bombsight cever, oonsequently, when
the plexiglass was struck by flek, the inrushing
air mey have frozen the rate end of the bombaight,

Photo Intelligence Report:

{a) The bombe from this Squadron fell 8070' over
and 3780' to the right of the MPI,

{v) Bomb Pattern: OUaanot Be Separated From C's Patse:
{(e) DBombing Errora: Gross
(4) Bombing Results: Nil
Bombing Mslfunotions:
A/C A70t Jettisoned )8 bombs on town at 5010K,
0700E, bursts seea in town,

A/C 5211 Jettisoned 38 bombs on Driess, 5015,
0650, bursts seen in town,

390 Group ~ B Bquadroat

(1)

(2)

(3

Alr Lesder Major Brown Nev 1s. Rosen
Pilot Lt, Beazley Asst Rav
Co~Pilot u/0 1. Oasserly
Bombardier 1t. Rodgers
A/C Atteoking: | Bombs Dropped
{(a) Primsry il 338 x 100 1B GP
‘ Jettisoning 2 42 x 100 1B GP

Returning None
{b}) Bombing Altitude: 22500°
(o) Time of Release: 1420

Run-In from IP to Target:

After a good turn at the IP, the bombardier was
aunable to piock up ohesk points on the first part
of the run, because of sun and haze. He was able,
however, to plek up the river and the terget area,
but not the target itself umtil epproximstely 10
seconds from the BRL, The bombardler made one

Y .. I TR TR I WY e



| . SQ9NIIRENIIAL
Taotical Report, 2i Deoember 1944, Cont'd

- was poor. O~1 Auto-Pilot was used on the bomd rua.
(k) Photo Intelligenace Report:

{(a) The bonbs froa thil‘ﬂqnadren feoll in rields
and woods KE (short) of the L/F,

(b) Bomb Patterm: 4700'L x 1970'W

{e) Bombing Errors: ¢
: g:;i:»wtun: 2760'R

Radial: '8
Radial: , gig*

(a) Percent of Bombs Within 1000*' and 2000
of the APt 0O end 08

(e) Bombing Results: RNl
(5) Bombing Malfunotioanst
A/C 3287 Raok malfunetion ~ &4 bombs humg up and
were jettisoned.
A/C 390: Personnel error - 38 bombs relessed at IP,

he 390 Group - C Squedrons

(1) Air Leader Kay
Pilot Apst Hav
Co~Pilot : T M/0
Bombardier 1Lt., Dennesay
(2) A/@ Atteokings * Bombs Dropped
(a) Primary 9 32, x 100 1B GP
Jettisoning b 132 x 100 1B GP
Returning KNone ’

{b) Bombing Altitude: 21%00°
(e) Time of Releaset 14193
(3) Run~In from IP to Target:

The lead and deputy lead A/C were foroced to abort.
The Low Squadron pulled up along side the Lead A/C
Squadron snd released om their smoke boabs,

(4) Photo Intelligence Report:

{a) The bombs from this Squadron fell in the same
place as those of the Lead Sguadron, approximstely
8070* over and 3780* right o ghc L}l

(b} Bomb ?attixn: Cannot be separated from A Sqgédn's
(s) Bombing Results: Nil '

(@) The bombs from 1 A/C, which may or may not have
besn with this SBquadron, fell squarely on the
 loaded M/Y at Babenhausen, 4 miles 8W of the
target. There were spproximately 20 direct hits
on the tracks, goods wegona, and amsll workshops
adjegsent to the Yard.,

L
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1.

(5)

Bombing Malfunotions:

A/C 206: Lost two engines - Jettisoned 38 bombs,
A/C L8h: #3 station hung up 18 bombs jettisoned
Channel .,
A/C 6773 Hit by flek - left formetion ~ jettisoned
38 bvombs on Glessen.
A/C 60031 BEit by flak.~ left formetion - jettiaoned
38 bombs on Babenbausen,

390 B Group « D Squadront

(1)

(2)

(3)

(&)

(5)

Alr Leader Major Engeldreocht Nav It. Rawlins
Pilot Cept. Rohr Agst Nav Lt. Arvin
Co-Pilot o /0 Lt. Bpton
. Bombardler ILt. Matteson
A/C Attaoking! Bombs Dropped
{a) Primery 11 418 x 100 1B Gp
Jettisoning None
Returaing 1l 38 x 100 1B GP

{(b) Bombding Altitude: 22000"
(s} Time of Release: 1428
Run~In from IP to Target:

Attaciing on a magnetio heading of 104 degrees, the
bombardler picked up the target far enough in advance
to make & five minute bomd rum. He quiokly
synochreonized but upon spproaching oloser to the target
shifted his AP to the léft side of the A/F whieh

had not been hit as yet, When bombs were released
synchronizetion was fair., O-1 Auto~Pllot was used

on the boamb run,

Photo Intelligence Report:
{2) ‘The bombs from this Squadron partially eovered
_the extreme SE portion of the L/F, approximately
60 falling on the L/F itself, the remainder in
fields and woods, The bombs from 1 A/C fell
beyond the L/F in woods.
(b) Bomb Pattern: 3200°'L x 2075'W
(¢) Bombing Errors: Ranget 13208
Deflectiont 1700°'L
Radlel: 2075

(d) Persent of Bombs Within 1000' and 2000* of
the MPI: 0% snd 13%

(e) Bombing Reaults: Faiy
Bombing Malfunotionss
A/C T ¢ Returned 38 boxbs to base.

- 1l -
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b

k.

390 B Group - E Squedron:

(1) Alr Leader Oapt, Perry Nav It. Nordling
Pllot Lt. Briggs Asst Nav
Co-Pilot Mu/0 1t. Peculunas
Bombardier Lt. Martin
(2) A/C Attaoking: Bombs Dropped
(a) Primery 12 456 x 100 LB GP
Jettisoning None
Returning Kone

{v) Bamhigg Altitude: 22500'

(o) Time of Releaset 1429
(3) Run~In from IP to Targett

;ttaskiﬁg on a magnetic heading of 255 dcgroat; the

bombardler experieneed dirfioulty piloking up the
target because of sun and hage., After the target

had been ploked up and the bombardier had synohronized,
the pilet toppled the bombhsight gyro. The dombardier

dropped when the indices met, though the gy»o hed
been toppled, Cel1 Auto-Pilot was used on the bomd
run though elevator controls had to be operated
menually.
{&) Photo Intelligence Reporti
(a) The bomds from this uadron fell in oleared
fields 5500' %o the right and 1515' beyond
the L/F.
(b) Bomb Patteram: 3790'L x 1900'W
" (e¢) Bombing Errors: Gross
(4) Bombing Resultst N1l
(5) Bombing Meslfunctioms: Xone

390 B Group - 100 D Squadron:

(1) Air Leader Capt, Wooten Nav 1%. Benyues
Pilot It. DePlanque Asst Nav :
Co-Pilot M/0 L$. Rowland
: Bombayrdier It. Svendsen

(2) A/CG Atteckings ‘ Bombs Dyrepped

" {a) Primary 12 423 x 100 1B GP
. Jettisoning [None ,
Returning 1 21 x 160 LB GP

(b} Bombing Altitude: 21000
{6} Time of Releass: 1425

- 1R -
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Taoctical Report, 24 Desember 1944, Cont'd

(3).

(&)

(5)

Run~In from IP to Target:

After = good tura at the IP the bombardier took

over sontrol of the A/C on C-1 Auto-Pilot. After
about 2/3 of the way down the bomb run the mavigator
who was asslsting the bomdaprdier doing pilotage,
aceidentally tripped the toggle awitoh whioh
released the dombs, The rest of the Squadron
released on the Lesd A/C approximately 3 minutes
from the target. :

Photo Intelllgenoce Report: .

{a) The bombs from this Squadron fell in woods
on & hillside 6000* E of Rohrig, Ge .
whieh is epproximately 20 miles NE of t
target,

(b} Bombd Patternt AOSO'L x 2027'W

Bombing Malfunstionst

A/C 8l2: Bomd bay &sors wouldn't cloce electrieally,
A/C 175¢ Intervelometer falled after releasing 7
bombs on trein « remaining bombs salvoed.

100 C Group « A Bguedront

(1)

(2)

(3)

(&)

Adr leader Capt, Soott Nav Lt., Julhin

Pllot 1%, Jones Asst Nav 1%, Passen

Co~Pilos N/0 Lt. Rhode
Bombardier It. Barrett

A/C Atteoking? Bombs Dropped

(a) Primary 13 A88 x 100 1B GP

Jettisoning None
Returaning None

{v) Bombing Altitude: 25000¢
(e) Time of Releane: 143k
RuneXIn from IP to Target:

Attaeking on a magnetioc hending of 218 degrees the
bombardier experienced dirfioculty pleck up the
target because of sun and hage, The Xf0 saet up the
ecourse and proeesded to call out the number 'Y ]
from the target. When 17 miles froxm the target the
bomberdier was able to piok up the target for a
visusl sighting operation., Hs qulekly eynohrenized
snd when bombs were releassd the synohronisation was
good end the bubblesz level, O«1 Auto-Pilot wes used
on the bomb run, :

Photo Intelligence Repors:

{a) Incomplete photo-ooverage for this Squadron
prevents preoise and accurate estimate of
damage laflieted., The bombs began falling in
the woods and parking area, where at lesast
1/3 dropped, and extended aoross a portion of
the lan ground in a KE-SW direetion.

{(b) It is izpossible to determine bombing errors on
the measuyements of the bomd pattern.

. B
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{5) Bombing Melfunotionss
© AJfC 505
A/C AOO?

Intervalometer malfunotion - 1 bomd
trained the rest hed to be salvoed,
Bomb bay doors had to ba oranked open
and shas,

100 ¢ Group « B Sguadrons

(1) Alr Leader Capt. Robinson uav Lt. Kimball
Pilot - Lt. Browm ~Agat Navy Lt. Chappel
Co-Pllot M/ Lt, L.nzs :

: Bombardier Lt. Titely

Bombs Dropped

L5l x 100 1B Gp
l1x 100 1B Gp

~

B

A/C Attecking:
{a)

(2)

Secondar 12
Jettisoniy 1
Returning None

{v) Bombing Altitude: 26000
(¢} Time of Releaset 1450
RuaeIn from IP to Tergett

Becauss of leaok of information forwarded by the lead
bombardier this Headguarters is unable to explain

" why the primsry target wes not attacked. The
secondary target was attaoked on e magnetie heading
of 116 degrees, The bombardler piocked up the target
without diffioulty synohronized and relecaed its
bombs, The bombardier falled to report whether C-l
Auto-Pilot wes used on the bomdb rum,

Photo Intelligence Report:

{3)

(&)

{a) There was no photographlo coverage for this
Bquadron, which attecked the secondary target.

{(5) Bombing Malfunotions:

AJC OWT:
A/C 523
A/C kl2:
AJC 32Ut
100 C Group ~ C Squedrony

(1) Alr Leader Lt, Craft

Intervelometer falled « bombs salvoed,

Two bombe hed to be salvoed.,

One bomd jettisoned in the Channel - Would
not relesse over target.

Door would not elose eleotireally.

Nav 1t, Eretismenn

Pilot
Co-Pllot

(2) A/C Attaoking:

(&) Primary 11
Jettisoning None
Returning 2

{v)
{e)

Bombing Altitudes
Time of Release:

- 1k -

Capt. Rioker Asst Nev

¥/0 Lt, Cately
Bombardier Lt. Tong

Bombs Droppnd
368 x 100 1B GP
76 x 100 1B GP
24000°
1435
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(3) Bun~In from IP to Targets

© Atteoking on & meguetic heading of 217 degrees the
bombordler experienced diffioulty pileking up the
target bescause of sun and haze. Approximately
4O seconds from the terget he was able to plok
up his AP and after some rapid corrections
synchronized, When bombs were released, synohronization
was good and bubbles level. C-l1l Auto-Pilet was used
on the bombing run. ‘

(k) Photo Imtelligence Report:

{e) - The bombe from this Squadron fell omn top amd to
' the right of A Squadron's pattern - in the woods
end the ext 8W portien of the L/¥,
Approximately # of the bombds fell in this
- portion of the fleld,

{v) Bomdbing Errors: Range: 0
Deflestlion: 250'L
Redials 250°

{c) Bomb Patternt LS525'L x 2270tV

{d) Peroent of Bombs Within 1000' and 2000' of
the AP: A% and 928

(e) Bombing Results: Goed
(5) Boambing Malfunotionss

A/C 015t Intervalometer falled to funotion properly -~
23 bombas salvoed, ,

A/C 987t Intervaleometer failed to funetion properly -
30 bombs sulvoed, '

A/C 681t Aborted ~ 38 bombs returned to base.

A/C 972: Flek demage prevented bombs from reloasing -
38 vombse returned %o base. ‘

e, 95 D Group ~ A Sqgusedroat

{1) Alir Leader Col., Shuok Nav Lt. g:f:rovioh
Pilot 1t, Collings Asst Nav ILt. Shirly
Co-Pilot n/0 1t. Soholte

Bombardler Lt., Griffin

(2) A/C Attackingt | Bombe Dropped
{(a) Primary 11 376 x 100 1B GP
. Jettisoning None

Returning 3 .80 x 100 1B GP

(b) Bombing Altitude: 24500°
{o) Time of Releaset 1438

{(3) ‘ﬂnnnzn from IP to Target: ‘
After a good turn et the IP the bombardler experienced
dirficulty plcking up the target besause of sun and
heze. When the target was finally plcked up the
bombardier had spproximately 30 sesonds with whieh

- 15 =«
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‘to synchronize. Though 4rifrt and rate had been

. pre-set the final aynohronization for rate was not
very good., Bomba were released on a magnetie
heading of 217 degrees, 01 Auto-Pilot was used

- on the bomb run. '

(k) Photo Intelligense Report:

{(a) Two SAV sorties show omly the bombs from
approximstely 5 A/C imn this Squasdron., The bombs
from 3 to 4 A/O fell in the woods and empsy
dlapersal aree in the extreme NE boundsries
of the L/F, while those from another A/C fell
in r1elds edjecent to the 5% portion of the L/F,

(b) It is not known whether ell the A/C in this
8qguadron released off the Squadron leasder,
Certainly, all of the bomba dropped are not
shown. .

{(c) Bomb Patterns 3525'L x 2520'W

{d) Bombing Errors: FHsnge:t 2265'S
Detleotions 1260'L
Radial: 2720"

{e) Percent of Bombz Within 1000' and 2000' of
the APt Of end 27% _

(f) Bombing Results: Kil
{5) Bombing Meslfumetions?
A/C 257t Raok malfunction = 19 bombs returned to base.
A/C 858: Intervalometer and /=2 release fallure -
33 bombs returned to bese,
A/C 7831 Intervalometer and toggle switeh failure -
38 bombs returned to base,

p. 95 U Group - B Squadront

(1) Alr Leader Lt, Vood Nav Lt. Doherty
Pilot Lt, Hanilton Asst Nav
Oo-rilot Lt. Mott /0 . Lt. Burrow.
‘ Bomberdier Lt. Shewelof?
{2) A/C Attaokings Bombs Dropped
() Primary 11 399 x 100 LB GP
Jettisoning 2 57 x 100 1B GP

‘Returning None
{(b) Bombing Altitude: 23000
(o) Time of Releaset 1437%
(3) Run-In from IP to Target:
ifter the manuever at the TP the ¢ Squadron received
permission from the Group Alr Lsader to follow the

A Sguadron into the target in trall. The B Squedron
positioned itself off to one side of the C Sguedroa

- 16
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Qo

and pro@oo&ud on the bomb ruj. The bombardier ploked

. up the target and prooceeded to synohronize.

(&)

(5)

95D
(1)

(2)

Approximately 2/) down the bomd run the bombardier
was informed that the ¢ Squadron was direotly
beneath them. The bombardler released the bombsight
trigger. Vhen the Low Squadron ocleared the way, the
bombardier in the B Squedron had to make & large
oorreetion in order to get beck on the target. The
bonbsight gyro toppled, It was quiekly leveled
agaln, and though the bombardier resynchronized, the

- synohronization was poor., When bombs were released

on a magnetlic heading of 230 degrees,
Photo Intelligenoe Reporii

{a) The bombs from this Squadron fell in rields
and woods NW of the L}r.

(b) Bomb Patternt 3715'L x 284,0'W

(o) Bombing Errors: Renges 32750
' Deflection: 4150°'R
Rediaslt 5245¢

{d) Percent of Bombs wWithin 1000' and 2000 of the
APt 0% and 0%

{e}) Bombing Results: Nil
Bombing Malfunutionat

A/C 47t Bomb bay door motor burned out and by the
time doors were orenked down 38 bombs
had to be released late,

A/C 207: Intervelometer failed after releasing 19
bombs « 19 had to be toggled out,

Group « ¢ Scuadrons

Alr Leader ‘ Rev Lt. Murray

Pllot Lt, Braund Asst Rav

Oo-Pilet Lt. Baird N/0 It,. Mitchell

Bombardier Lt. Davis

A/Q‘Attaekings Bombs Dropped

(e) Primery : 12 x 100 IB GP
Jettisoning 1 x 100 1B GP
Returaing i h x 100 LB OGP

" (b) Bombing Altitude: 24000°

(3)

(o) Time of Releaser 14373
Run~In from IP to Target:

After ths msnuever at the IP, the 0 Squeadron reseived

permission from the Group Air Leader to bomb second

because the B Squadron wes 1agﬁén§. The Bombardier
loked up the target when his indloes were about

go degrees end quickly aymshronized. Approximately

- l7 =
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30 sesonds from the BRI, the bembardier was informed
thet the B Sguasdron was directly ebove them, To

. clear the B Squadron & rather sharp turn was made to
the right and in doipg s0 2 smcke bombe and 6 GP'»
were released as a result of a malfunction, C=1
Auto~Pilot was used on the bombdb run,

{4) Photo Intelligence Reporss
{a) The bphbe from this Squadronm fell esbout 3 miles
NEW from the target in open fields, 4 few
stray bombs fell in the villsge of Grod Rohrheim,
One A/C wes evidently out of pesition during the
bomb run, for its bedd pattern wes approximately
2000 from the maim pattern,
(b) Bomb Patterat 3540°L x 2080'W
{s) Bembing Errorst Groass
(d) Bombing Results: MNil
{5) Bombing Malfunetionst

A/C 2101 Reok malfunction - 6 bombs released
prematurely end 4 hed to be returned to base,

re 95 B Group - D SBouedrons

(1) Air Lesder Major Power Nav Lt, Saocks
Pilot 1t, Owens Asat Navy Lt, Frel ‘
Co=Pllet M/0 .Capt, MeCardia
‘ Beomberdier Lt. Thixton
(2) A/C Attackings Bombg Dropped
{a) Secondary 12 k22 x 100 LB GP
Jettisoning None
Returning i 34 x 100 1B GP

(b) Bombing Altitude: 24500
{e) Time of Release: 1436
(3) Run~In from IP to Target:

Unable to pilok up the primary target begause of sun
glare and heze a run was made pn the seoondary target,
The turn st the sesondary IP was made and the M/0

g8t up the ocourse for the bombardier. After the

first two ohecks the bombardler pioked up the target.
The bombardier reported having only 10 seconds with
whioch %0 synchronize, only hed time to place his
orosshaire on the target and meke one oourse correction,
Bombs wére relessed on = magnetie heesding of 158
degrees, ‘ _

(4) Photo Intelligenoe Report: , _
(a) The bombs from this Squedron fell in woods §

miles to the left of the M/Y on wiieh the
bomdardier hed synshronized,

w 18 »
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<.

95
(1)

(2)

(3)

(&)

(5)

95 E
(1)

(2)

{(b) Bombd Pattern: 6430°'L x 3430'W
(e} Bombing Errors: Gross

{(4) Bombing Results: Kil

Group - E Squadron!

Alr Leader Lt. Jenkins Nav 1t. Ruasell

Pilot Lt. Parker Asst Nav ’

Cod4Pilot Lt. Sellin MN/0 1s. Boreh

Bombardier Lt, Sohults

A/C Attacking: ’ Bomba Dropped

(a) TO 2 76 x 100 LB @GP
Jettisoning 10 380 x 100 LB GpP
Returning None

(b) Bombing Altitudet 25000°
(o) ™Time of Release: 1506
Run-In from IF to Target:

After the manuever at the IP the bombardler
experienced d4iffioulty pleking up the target beeause
of sun glere and hexe, ¥When the bombardier finally
plcked up the target it was approximetely five miles
away, He told the pilot 1t was too late to mske

e rust on the primery. While passing over the primary
somecne released his bombs and the wing dbombardiers
1ike a bunch of sheep procesded to toggle out bombs,
The lead and deputy lead A/C were the only A/C
having bombs and s run was made on a target of
opportunity. When bombs were released on a

megaetio heading of 97 degrees synchronization was feir.

Photo Inteiligenee Reportt

{(a) Photographs takem by the lead A/C, which attacked
Worms, Germeny, epproximately 6 mliles SW of the
target, shows the bombs from two A/C bursting
in fields sbout 2 miles short of the city.

Bombing Malfunotiona!

A/C 269: Flak sut wires in bomd beys - 38 bombd
were jettisoned, .

Group -« 100 E 8quadront

Alr Leader Capt. Giddbone Nav Lt. Wilcox
Pilot 1t. E.nst Asst Nav
Co-Pllot - Mu/0 Lt. Strepp

: Bombardier Lt. Loekhart
A/0 Attacking: Bomba Dropped
{(a) Primery i2 L50 x 100 LB GP

Jettisoning Hone

Returning None

-l9 -
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(b} Bombing Altitudet 24000°'
(e) Time of Release: 1liké
(3) Run~In from IP to Targett

A wide turn was made at the IP and the M/0 set up
the course to the target., The bombardier ploked
the target area approximstely 10 miles from the BRL,
The run was long and the C-l Auto-Pllot worked
very well. A minute and & half from the BRL

the bombardier pleked his AP in his sight and
synchronized. When bombs were released on &
magnetioc heading of 241 degrees the synohronization
was excellent and the bubbles level,

(4) Photo Intelligence Repors:

(a) Apgiuxinatoly 115 bombs dropped by this SBqguadron
fell on the S portiom of the L/P, One A/
released early, the bombs felling in woods
about 24 miles ENE from the AP, and two A/C
released late, the bombs extending from
§ho‘¢dso of the maln bomb pattern into farm

ana.,

(b) Bombing Errors: Raonge: 2300'0
Deflections O
Radiel: 2300°

{e) Bomb Pattern: 7800'L x 2465'%

(d) Reroent of Bombs Withim 1000' and 2000° of
"the MPI: 37% and 6

(e) Boubing Besults: Good
(5) Bombing Malfunetionat
A/C 812: Boab bay doors would not cloae electrioally.

AJ/C 175t Seven bomds released in trainm - 31
bombs salvoed,

ke M¥ission Cemera Reports:

a. The 95 Group imstalled 6 scope and 15 verticel cameras,
2ll and 13 of whieh took ploturest

2 4/C with cameras did not bomb.

b, The 100 Group instelled 2 l1l5mm motion pleture and 10
vertioal cameres, both and 9 of whish took plotures:

1 A/C with a osmera aborted.

6. The 350 Group instelled 5 scope and 16 veértiocal camerss,
2 and 11 of which took pletures:

1 PFT A/Ct Lended in France - contained scope & vertical
" oamera

1 PFF A/Cy Sdope éamnra was not uaed,

1 PFF A/Ct Aborted - oontained soope end vertical ceamera.

3 A/C withk verticael camerast Mslfumctions,

- 20 - .
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5. Communiocations:

B YN

Lt. Col., Jones led 13th Combst Wing. Some } on
Channele A and B wes reported in target area, GCol.

Shuck eould not contact 1) at eny time. 95D eould reash
Colgate but oould not sonteot flghters direot on Channel
6. 100, 390 Groups resched fighters satisfactorily.

In general, Groupe reported VHF ocommuniocetion olesr on
2ll Channels, Route and target wenther 1nrunmatian was
recsived satisfaotorily. Control point messages were
sent %o Arrowswift. Discipline was reported good.

Cpl CP2 OP3 TGT CP4 BAXR
Timings: 1112 1144 1250 1404 1505 1608
134 1113 1151 1237 1420

Strike Reporte:

134 Pk 1420 954 PAL 1435
390 R4S 1420 100 PA3 14O

6. Contrsller's Log:

2.

b,

4.

t.

8
R.
1.
J.
k.
1.

Alerted at 1800 and the fellowing informetion from 3BD:

1) Bomb Le=d,
izg Moximum Effort.

At 1830 the following messsge from 3BD:
"Hold up on bomb load,”
At 1943 the following {nformation from 3BD:

1) Foroe required,
2) Order of Groups and Divieion.
3} Division assembly and approeach.
4) Zero Hour.
t 2050 the rallowlng information from 3BD:
1; Targets.
2) Bomb Load, ,
3) Referenoce base altitude,
h; Bombd by S8quedrones.
5) Bombing altitude.
At 2215 Advanoce Warning to 13 CBW FO 526 sent,

At 0053 the following message from 3BD:

"Use lst Division A/0 to put uﬁ another Group.”

At 0115 sent 13 CBW PO 526,

At 0140 reosived 3IBD FO 526.

At 0145 received Intelligence Annex to SBD ¥o- 526.

At 0200 sent Anmex 1 to 13 CBW FO 526,

At 0235 received Annex 1 to 3BD FO 526.

At 0245 received Annex 1 to Intelligence Annex to 3BD Fﬂ

526,
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m., At 0340 following message from 3IBD:

*Primary target is visual only, not visual or PFF or as
stated in Amnex ) of Division Field Order.”

n. At OLOO sent corrected 13 CBW FO 526,

0. §t60510 received Annex 2 to Intelligence Annex to JBD FO
526 . )

Pe At 0430 reveived Annex 2 to 3BD §0 526,
Q. At 0430 received 45 CBW FO 331,

r. At 0520 received 4 CBW FO 354.

s. At 0520 sent Annex 1 to 13 CBW FO 526,
t. At 0600 received Annex 2 to 3BD FO 526.
u. At 0550 sent Anmex 2 %o 13 OBW F¥O 526,
v. At 0730 reseived Annex 5 to IED FO 526,

For the Gnmaandin¢~étria.r:
E GENE ©, géITH, ﬁi‘

Major, Air Corps,
Operations Cfficer,
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baubs accldetally ro= " attacked the RR Workshops at KAISERSLAUTERN, GER.:
ods 20 wi L% of tarset, the. bombs fell in woode 4 miles to the left of the
target.

g5th £ SLUADUCE 2 x 76 x 100 1b. GP. ; sttacked WORMS, GER.: the
bombs fell in fields < milds short of the city.
10 x 380 x 100 1b. GP.: jettisoned in Germany.
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ABADQUARTERS
RINLTY FIFIFH SCMBARDMLIND GV OUF (H)
0ffice c1 the OUpsrations Jfficer
ArG 5b9
26 December 1644,

SBULJLCY: Operations Ufricers Narrative - Mission 24 December
i944 - Kiblis, QGermany.

TOC 1 Comuanding Oiflcer. 8Lth Bomb Group (i), AP0 538,

1., GBENcoal HMARRATIVE: Three S$o:adro-s of B=l7's tookeoff
to form 13 YDV Voabat Group and attack Eiblise, Germany. 95 "A"
Squadron took-of' at 0852-0901 hcours 9nd assenbled over the base
at 10,000 feet bty 1010 hours. 956 "B" Squsadron tiok-osf at 0845~
0902 hours aad «t.embled at 11,000 feet by 1010 hours. 95 “c"
Squadron tock-off at 0204-~0911 and sssembled at 9,000 fest by 1010
hours,

After assembly, the squadrons efiected group formation and
proceeded to Sun. # 1ll, where Wing assembly was ecompletsd at 1051
hours, with the lsad oquadron at an altitude of 10,000 feet.
Division assembly vas wmede over Bun. # 1€ at 1102 hours, and 13
"D® Grou departed the mn§1ish Coast at 1117 hours over Felixstowe
at 10,000 feet., Hers a imb to bombing altitude was Lejun, he
group crossed the EBnemy Coast at 11654 hours at un altitude of 18,500
feet and Iicai there tc the I.F., foliowed the U.icfed course,

I.P. was crosced at 1424 hours, the iead 3quedron 2t 25,000
faet. :onbing interval was taken between squedrons and all three
gquadrons bombed tne grimar¥ target, although vislhillity iIn the
area »&s very poor . 3ombs lor the iead uquadron vere away av
1438 hours from an altltude of 25,000 feet. Uroup Rally was
effected at 1441 hours and route out followed as bri=fed axgept
for being slightly North of course. Let down to minimum altituds
was begun at 1502 hours and the Enemy Coust recrossed at 1516 hours

at 8,000 fe«t of altitude. Reached lish ast at 1941 and hbase
at 1648. Land for group was made at 1650 - 1928 hours,

2. ALLCHAFY WUL ATTACKINZ: 95 "4" squadron - Eleven 4/C
plus one PFY le.t Dase in formation. All &/C at:.acked primary
target and are credited witn sorties. 95 "B" 3quadron -~ Eleven
A/C plus one FFF leit inse in formation. 4ll A/C attacked primary
target und are creditec »ith sorties., 35 "C" Ug.adron - Twelve
A/C plus one sFF loit buse in formation. all A/C attacked primary
and are credited vit. sorties,

3., LOST 41 ¢ AFT: lHone.




1304 "E" Ghour

1. GENSRAL NAngATIViL: 95 "i" Grouy was composad of the
95ta D and 95th & squadrons flying leed and high positions re-
spcetively and a squadron from the 100th Group flying low position.

96D Squadron t.ooix off &t C92k-0831 hcurs and assemblad
over the bease at 6,000 fcet by 0950,

958 Squeadron tock off &t 0910-C%19 hours and assembled
over base at 7,000 ‘est by 1014 Lours.

The two sqguadrona erfect group forsation after assembl-
ing and were joined over t..e basec by the 100th aquadron. From
hers the "E" Group procewucd to Bufll, makirg wing assembly at
0P85 hours, altitude, 10,000 feet, The formation departed the
English coazt at 1119 huara and began cllad to altlitude.

Briefed oourse was followed to 1.F., which wes erossed
as briefed but due to poor visibility, tihe "u” Group was unable
to bomb primary target. Inatsad, tne Orcup continued in Livision
formation and on the route out, 95D Squadron dropped on the sscone
dary target at 14867 hours from an aititude of £5,000 feet, 98B
Squadron Tombed u target of opportunity at 1506 hours.. Route
out was followed, crossing the Enemy coast st 1620 houras iﬁ% the
Bbnglish cac3t at 1€44¢. Bese was reashed et 1651 and land
effected 1t 1707-175< hours,

2., AIRCRAPT WUL ATTACKING: 95D Squadron - Lleoven a/o
plus cne PFF lait base in lormation. All s/e¢ attackec secondary
target and are credited v ith sorties.

95K usquadron - ileven a/¢ plus one PFF left base in
formation. All a/c attagked T/0 and receive sorties.

3. AIRCRAFT LOST: Adlreraft ¥45-88760 left formation after
bombs away and slowly straggled foram sight. No chutes were seen.

NOEL T. CUMBAA,
Hajor, Alr Corps,
Cperations Officer,
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