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PERLOD_UNDER AEVIE..-

This report covers dumage to the target betvecn 1322a hours on 14 NOV 1944

and 1515. hours on 24 DEC 1944, attucks included ure as follows:

U.8, 8TH oI FOACE 21 NOV 1944 - Reported to be 8/10 to 10/10 cloud.

BOMBEA COMYuND 6/7 DEG 1944 - v " 10/10 cloud, ;
UsS. 8TH «Ii FORCE 12 DEC 1944 o " " 10/10 cloud.
U.S. 8TH ~Ti FOACE 6 DEC 1944 " " w 10/10 cloud,

(s.“; 2929, 2989, 2971)
PROVISION...: 5T-TEMENT ON D“E“GE.‘
Photographs taken twonty deys after the 1ast sttack show moderste dumage

-seattered throughout the target crea, however, there is ulso evidonce of &« great

srount of repeair snd recomstruction in the turget szrew, Purt of the targot near
the Boiler Housces =nd the Gus Purificetion Plents is smoko obscurocd.
Installctione domtgoed include the followingt
i small injector house, oil rofinery, compressor house, possible compressor house
Hydrogen contuct ovens, phosphate fortilizer plunt,. possible Petcrsen sulphuric
acid plunt, water gas plant, wrmonis sulphute silo, zmmonia nitrate silos, sul-
phur revovel building, wnd & lirgs gusholders One l:irge oil storage tenk, six
sm:1l tenks snd o building vith storuge tunks have. béen d:migede In addition,

~ one large, twenty emall and six medium sized unidentificd buildings heve been
dumegede

ot loast ton tracks in the elding on the East side of the turget have been
cut by approximotely seven crzters. obout fiftecn wugons of rolling stock have
boen dzmeged. ' '

Doteile of durcge are as folld ‘99

(Mumbors in brickets ref:r to Illustration 1(z)(iii) 15/14 & 1(a)(111)15/14)

Gasholder (110) t Blagt v:11 blowm. amay,, probeble demage to

: , _ - t.nk =nd pipe lines in this zred. .

Sulphur Removel Building (16)s 2 amell holcs in roof,

ammonic Nitreote Silos (59) t Destroyed.

~mmonie Sulphate Silo (55) Lafge'hdle in roof.

0il storzge (25) : Six smell tunks demaged.

: ' ‘ Three probobly dameged,

Possible Poterson Sulphuric ¢ approximetely one=third destroyed. -

&cid Plent (63) ‘

FPhospheate Fertilizer Plunt s aporoximately 1/3 of rcof stripped.

- (62)

Hydrogen Contzet Ovens (22) & .poroximetely 2/3 dcstroyed. Pipo lines in
this wrea appecr to be demezed.

Probablé Gompressér House ¢ &spproximutely 5 of roof strippeda
(29)

Compressor House or Linde ¢ approximutely 2/3 gutted,

Liguid .ir Plint (35) .

Probeble #orkshop (32) ~ 1 Four lorge no¥es in roof.

Compreossor Houss cnd Liquid ¢ Previously hesvily dum.ged hus been further
~ir Plont (35) cd.moged, /ﬂ»*

Lerge 0i1 storuge Timk (27) ¢ Top blovm off. /01l Refinery(24) {

.
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HEEADQUARTERS
S -3  13TH GOMB.T BOMB WING (H)

APO 559
Date i
13 ¢C ' Ko
13 OB '~:, N0 o
3rd BD ¥F.0, No, 1
SUBJECT: Taotiosl Report,
T t Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Groun, APO 559,

1. Information Goncerning the Target:
8. The primary target (visuwal) for today was the I. G, Parben-
industrie A, G., located near WERSEBURG, GERMANY, The
target 1s a closely built up area 4,000 x 1,500 yards with
the nagor axis in & NNW-SSE direetion, This plant is engaged
in the produection of Fuels and Synthetie odls,

b, The seocondary target (P¥F) for the 13tk Wing wes the same
es the primary with ell Groups on the same MPI,

2, Plenning and Zxecution of the Missiom:
8. ¥Wing Order and Strength:

(1) 93ra "a®, "B" 2pa "C" Groups: 9 x 13 4/C Squadroas,
(a) 490th Group t 3 Squadrons
(v) 34th Group s 3 Squedrons
(e) 493rd Group : 3 Squadrona

(2) 13th ®"Aw, "pw gug wgw Groupst 9 x 13 A/C Squadrens,
(a) 390th Group $ 3 Bquadrons
(b) 95th Group t 3 Squedrons
(o) 100th Group t 3 Squadrons

(3) Lth "a% ngn. ngu’ upn
end "E" Groups t 15 x 13 A/C Squadrons,

(a) 487¢b Group $ 3 Squedrons
(b) 385tk Greup t 3 Squadrons
(o) 4i7th Group t 3 Squadrons
(d) 9Ath aroup t 3 Squadrons
(e) 486th Group t 3 Squadroms
(4)  A5th mam, wpe gpg wew Groupst 9 x 13 A/0 Squedrons,
(a) 452nd Group t 3 8quadrons
(b) 96th Group ¢ 3 8quadrons
(e) 388th Group 3 3 Squadrons
be A/C end C/C Available:
-le
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Tactical Report, 30 Fovember 194k, {(Gont'd)
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(1) 95th Group
{2) 100th Group
{3) 390th Group

A/C Seheduled to
(1) 95¢n Group
(z; 100th Group
(3) 390th Group
4/¢ Airdornet

(1) 95th Group
{2) 100th Group
(3) 390tk Group
A/C Abortive:

(1) 95th Group:

AfC 1867B:

AJc 8269K:

(2) 100th Groups

A/C 815L :

(3) 390th Group:

A/0 9268 3

A/C Attacking, 390%h Groupt
Primery Target

1
(a) Jettisoning
Returning

(2)
(3)

Method of Hombing :
Method of Leleane t
AfC Attaeking, 95th Group t

TR EE
PPF 6 A0 6 6/o
: ME 52 a/¢ 54 Of¢
KE 49 a/c 52 ¢/c
PFF 8 ﬁ% 5 ¢/o
MZ 49 A/¢c 53 ¢o/¢
vooOME A M B
FFF 9 s/¢ 7 o/¢
t 36 A/C, plus 2 PFF A/O
s 36 A/C, plus 2 FFF A/C

plus 2 PFF A/C
s All A/0 seheduled, took off.

t All A/C scheduled, took off,
H A1l A/C seheduled, took off,

Returned ear

336 5qdn.~- because
of gaa leak in primer, t, Lt.
Bredley.

335 8gdn.~ Returned esarly, flek
damoge, Pﬂ.ﬂt, It. Helm.

351 8qdn, = lLanded in Brussels.
Reported two cnginao out, Neo
wounded, Pilot Y M’. .

569 Sqdn. = Returned early deeause
No. 3 engine out, Pllot, Lt, Shirs,

Bombs Drppped

3 33
7 lﬁ)xﬁ% lbc&?

1  Kone
Combination PY¥F and Visual,
100* Intervelometer Setting.

-

(1) Primsry Target : 13 252 x 250 lb, GP
Target of ﬂppertunity: 22 L34 x 250 1lb, GP
Jettisoning 3 60 x 250 1b, GP
Returning : Kone

(2)

Kethed of Bombing H

PFF and Visual aasist,
-2 -
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Taotical Report, 30 November 1944 (Cont'd)

(3)
h,

{1) Primary Terget

Jettisoning

Returning
(2)
(3)
A/C Missing:

(1) 95th

i,
Groups

G 2560X1
ﬁf” 73831

(2) 100th Group:
A/C 211Q 1

(3) 390th Group:
AfC O80F @

AfO LOTV 3
A/Q 3357 @
A/C 9 t
AfC Oh1M :
/¢ 5197 s
AfC 8367
A[C L36T
AfC O53w 3

Narrative of the Attaokt
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(1) Assembly:

Method of Heleass H
A/C Atteeklng, 100th Group

Kethod of Bombing H
Method of Release H

334 Sqdn.
334 8qdn.

Navigzatien, 13th "i" Group, 390tk "a",

100¢* Intervelometer Setting.

gggbs nggngg
ig 348 x 259 1b, GP

285 x 250 lb, GP
2 6 x 250 1b, GP

PFY
100* Intervalameter Settlang,

Pllot, Lt. Vileker
Piles, Lt. Payne

Pilet, It, Anderson

Pilot, Capt. Gery;
Dolan, Gommand,
%, Lt. Peterson

It. Harris
Tt aa:z;&
s Lt. Me ]
Lt., Booth

It. Jefferson
Lt. Phlllips
it. Torrance

"E® and "C" Squadrone:

The 3%0th Squadrons all took off us scheduled and made

& normal assembly, over thelr assigned Bunoher,
was formed without diffisulty.

Greoup

The
The ¥Wing snd

Division iAssembly route was flown 38 briefed, 13th "av
Group ar:iving at Southwold, twe minutes early.

(2)

Routes

Some "S"ing was experisnced while orosei

the Cheannel,

while jookeying for position in the Divieion line-up,
The enemy odaat wes erossed st 511h - 0255, four mine

utes early.

Over the ocntinent exeessive "S"ing was

agein enocountered apparently to lose time and to gain

proper intervanls,

In the visinity of Gheant the Division deviated Irom
the briefed course and was off course 10 « 12 miles,
At 5014 « 0544, ocourse was eltered to the esst to CP3
(5016 « 0627) through the flak area along the battle

front,

Shortly after leaving CPJ the Division again

deviated to the south of oourse and was from 12 = 20
miles off course at times, :

go

“-3e
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Taotical Report, 30 November 1944 (Cont'd)

They were unable to make good the IP due to the faet
that the force was south of course, The 13%h "A%
Group overshot the turning point delow the IP and
used 5032 -~ 1215 as the seleeted IP and took up a
340° heeding on the demb yum, Dus to the faset thot
the 13th "A" OGreoup had overshot to the east of the
IP, this heeding took %them over the defenses of Zeits
wher flek was encountered. Froa the town of Zsits
the 13th "A" Group altered course to 3159 end made
the bomd approach on Merseburg om this hecding. The
13th "A” Group leader was shot down over the tergets,
making it nesessary for the iow Sguadron leader te
take over the lead of the Group from thie polamt,

The briefed route was ¢losely followed frpm the rally

point to 5012 « 0740, OPh, TFrom OFP4k the route flowmm

zus':%ightly right of course to 5120 = 0304 (Belgium
on .

(3) %eather:

About 5/10 stratus wes reported ever England during
as:enbly. Winds were from 310/35. Over the sontinent
the oloud ooversge wa: reported to have iancreaned %o
7/10, it the terget a lew haze and smoke was Yreperted,
Winds were from 320/h5 knota, |

{(4) Dpirrieultiess

Excescive "S%iag over the eontinent made 1¢ aiffieult
to follow the briefed route. Belug off sourse alse
made 1t difricult to make good the IP, thus exposing
the 13th ™A™ Group to Zeits flak sa bambd rum,

{5) Remarks:

Kavigation was good, "o could have been held to
e minimum had the Groups gained proper interval oen
the Divislion Assembly line,

b, RNavigatisn, 13th "B" Group, 95th "i", "B™ gnd "C" Squadroast
(1) Lssembly:

The 95th Sguadrons had no 4iffieulsy in sssembling end
effected 2 normal sgsembly. 7The Pivision Asseably
line wes cut short in order to remsin informatiss with
the 13tk "A" Group. The 13th "B™ Group orossed CPl,
three minutes early.

{2} Routet

The route flown aoross the Channel emd over the oon-
tinent was very similer to thut flown by the 13th "A®
Grour, The 1)th "B" Group was left of the 13th "A" ga
the approeach Yo the IP and wes uneble te turm inside
of the 13th "A" euagg. causing thea to overshoot the
IP, 5642-1150 wes tho selested IP used whem the tarm
on the bombd run was made, The 13th "B" Croup alae
engountered the flek at Zeltxz when the 95th "AY and
95¢h "B" bombed MeuseleWitz, the 95th "C" went en to
bomb ¥erseburg, the primary target. The 13th "B*
gijgp followed the briefed route elosely on the route
1.1 4
-l =
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factieal Repord, 30 Novenber 194k {ContT4d)

{3) iweathsr:
Sgme as 13th "A"™ Gpoupt
{,) Difrficultiess
#xcessive "S"ing was raported to be the main difficulty
pifrioulty at the IP wa: similar to that of the 13th
AT Croupe.
(5) Remarks:
Navigation was good. |
o, Navigetion, 13th "C" Group, 100th PA", “B" snd "O" Squadreas
(1) ‘Lseembly:
The three Squedrcns from the 100th CGroup sll took eff
and mede s normal sassembly. The Croup was formed withe
out difrioulty, They were a miaute sarly at the first
point of the Wing Assemdbly, gaining time all a
the assenbly route, leaving OPl, Tive mimutes esrly,
{2) Routes
The rouie flown closely Tollowed that flown by the
13th "A" Group., The 13th "C" Group was unable to
meke their turn at the IP because the 13th "B™ was
to thelr left preventing them from turning, The 13tk
7C* turned at 50251211, using this es their IP and
took up a 3209 heading. The 13%h "C® Group spparent
1y began t> olimd while on the bond run because they
bombed from 28,200 feet, .iAfter dombs eway the 1)th
0" Group reformed at EP and follewed the briefed
course on the route out,
(3) veather:
Seme as 13th "A" Group.
{4) Remarks:
Navigation was sesisfactory,.
4. 390th Group, “A" Squedren:
(1) 4iir Leader: Col. Dolam Havigater t Lt. Reaf
Pilet t Capt, Gaxy Ass$, Nav.t Lt, Verfurth
Co=Pilet @ Mickey Op.t Lt. Evansche
Bombardier: Lt, Ferris
(2) a/¢c Attecking: ppped
{a) Primery Target L] 11 212 x 250 iv. OP
Jettisoning : 1 20 x 250 1n, GP
Returning t Nome
(v) Bombing Altituds 1 26,596 ft,
(3) Time of Release : 1317

(3) RuneIn frem IP to Target:
ﬁ’.
COBZIDEATIAL
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{3)

(4)

(5)

Navigetion, 13th "G" Group, 100th "A", ¥B" and 0" Squadreass

(1)

(2)

(3

(&)

reathers
Same as 13th "A" Group!
Dirficulties:

ixcessive ":"ing was raported to be the meln difficulty,

Difrieulty at the IP wa: similer to that of the 13%h
AV Qroupe.

Remerkes

Navigation was good.

Leeemblys

The three Sguadrcas from the 100th Group all took eoff
and mede & normsl assemdly. The Group was formed withe
out diffioculty, They were a minute sarly at the first
point of the Wing Assembly, gaining time all

the assembly route, leaving OFPl, five mimutes early,

Route:

The rouie flewn closely followed thet fleown by the
13th A" Groupe The 13th "C" Group was unsble to
meke thelr turn at the IP because the 13th "B" was

to their left preventing Shem from turning, The 1l3th
"C* turned ot 5025«121)1, using this es their IP and
took up a 3209 heading. The 13%h "C® Group spparente
1y begen t> olimd while on the bomb run because they
bombed from 28,200 feet, After bozbs eway the 1Jth
*0" Grownp Treformed at RP and follewed the briefed
course on the route ous,

Weather:

Same as 13th "A" Group.
Remarks:

Navigation wes setisfactory.

390th Group, “A" Squadren:

(1)

(2)

4y leader: Cel, Dolan Havigater t It. Raaf
Pilet t Capt, Gaxy Asst, Nav.: Lt, Verfurth

CoePilaot Mickey Op.t L%. Evanshe
Bomdbardierst ILt, Ferrvis
/¢ Attacking: Bombs Urepped
(e) Primery Target t 1l 212 x 250 1v, QP
Jettisoning t ) § 20 x 250 1v, GP
Returaing t HNome

(v) Bombing Altitude 1 26,596 £t,
(3) 7Time of Release : 1317

(3) RuneIn frem IP to Target:

ﬂ"
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Taotical Repors, 30 November 1944 {(Cont'd)

Atteeking on a megnetlio heading of 325°, the Squadrom
experienced eonsideradle dlffisulty throughout the
bomb run., Jhe preceding Greoup had overshot the IP
about 20 miles before turning om the tke target,

The bombardier eould net piek known check points
to pin-point himself, aince whole area was very
efreotively covered over by a ameke aorsen., 48 e
resalt of the lonz bomb rum and sdded heavy flak,

the lead A/C weat down after releasing its bombs,

when enother A/C oollided with &%,

Phote=Intelligence Repors:

{a) Photographs taken by thie Sguadron shew 10/10
overcast,

Bombing Malfunotions:
A/C 275t Aborted st IP, 20 bombs wers jettisoned.

390tk Group, "B™ Squedront

(1)

(2)

(3)

(&)

Alr Leadert Maj, MeHenyy HNavigater : ILt, Rosen
Pilot t I, Kenny Asst, Nav,t

CoePilot @ Mickey Op.: Lit, Wiloex
Bonbardiers Lt, Wesesyk
4/0 sttackingt Bombs Dropped
(a) Primary Target t 10 191 x 250 lb, GP
Jettisoning : & 61 x 250 1b, GP
Returning ¢ Hone -

(b) Bombing Altitude ¢ 27,586 re,
{c} Time of Release t 1317
Run-In from IP to Terget:

(e} The IP waz overshot about 20 miles whieh nesesse
itated attacking the target on a magnetis heading
of 3250, This was no fault of the Squadron. The
M/0 pioked up the target in his seope and aet wp
the o:arg:; tg h;a m:ko aormnaahmio: the
target, e boa iler menaged to plok wp
his assigned MPI, He quiekly synchroniszed, hut
when the indices me$, he was uneble to release
his dombe, because an unknowa Bquadrea was direete
ly belew, ide released his bombe when he e¢leared
himself; as a resuls of this, the bombs hit over,
Cel sutoepilot wes used on the bomb ran,

FPhoto=Intelligence Repors:

{a) About one half of the bosls dropped by this
Squsdren fell in theextreme south pertion of the
target area. There was one diredt hit en 2 Growp
of goods wegens in the M/Y, and seversl small
gnid:ntiﬁnd buildings were blenketed with many

arsts,

(v) The pattern indicated 2 loose formstion and late
releasing of bombs,

oén
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L.

(5)

{¢) Bombing Zrrorss

] : 5000 ft. 8
Deflection: 4756 t%, L
Radial H 6800 £t,

(d) Boamb Putterm ¢ Q448" L x 3575 ¥

(e) 2Percont of Bombs
within 1000* and
2000' of the MPI: 0% and 0%,

(£) Bomd Resulta
(In ion to
the 1P 3 Wik,

Bowbing lelfunctienss

0 225t Ruck malfunciien, ome boad jJettisoned.
0 9263 aberted, 20 bombs jetilsoned.

4/0 « 3 Jettisoned 20 bemba,.

A/C = t Jettisened 20 bomts.

390tk Group, "C" Squadroms

(1)

(2)

(3)

(&)

Alr Laader: lt. Watts Hevigatear t 1Lt, Vielsh
Pilet t Lt, Stene Aagt, Nav.t

Co=Pilot ¢ Mioksy Op.t 1Lit. Conroy
Bombardiert Lt. O'Briea

A/ Atiasking: Bogds Dropoed
(a) FPrimary Tarxget H 12 230 x 250 1b, @GP
Jettisoning H 1 22 x 25 1b., GP

Returning ¢ lone
{b) Boambing Altitude : 26,700°
() Time of Eelease & 1317
Run~In from IP to Target:

{a) The IP was overshot subout 20 miles whieh necesal-
tated atiacking the target on a magnetio of 3339,
The M/0 ploked up the target 1A his seope and
sot wp the souras. The target was oovered over
by an effective smoke soreen but the bombardier
waa able to synshronize using known oheek points,
within the target area. The buxb ruu net very
good, because the Squadron had te "S" eocnalder-
ably to keep from over-rununing the high dquadren,
Very heavy and acourate flak was experienced su
mbhaab ran, Cel sutoe-pilot was usod on the

TUR+ :

Photo~latelilgence Reports
(a) The boaxks from thls Squadron fell beyond the
target in opea fields., There wore three toc five

hite or neer misses on the Merseburg/Leuna
naillway line,

{b) Lembing Zrrors:

Range t 7570 £%. ©
Deflection: 50°rt, L

=7~
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8o

Kadial : 8600 rt,
() Bomb ratterm : 3155 ft. L x 2638 rt. W
{(d) Bombing Results: Nil.
(5) Bosbing kialfunctionss

A/¢ 390t Rack malfunctiem, 2 bombs jettisoned,
A/C 972 Aborted, 20 bomdbs jettiscned, '
AfG 013: Left boad bay hung up momenterily,
: salvoed on target,
A/C 1763 iaok m#lfumotism, one bomb salvoed
on target,

95th Group, “A? Sguadront
(1) 2ir Leader t Capt. Wright Navigator : Lt. Murey
- Pllet : it, Brausd 4Bet, Nave.t Cupt, Charles
Co=Pilot ¢ 1It, Baird Miokey Opes LS, liitohell
Bombardiert Lt. Darvis

{(2) a/c Attu&kiﬂk:

Boubs Vyopped
{2} ‘farget of Oppertunity ¢t 10 192 x 250 lb, GP
Jettisoning t 2 A& x 250 1b, GP
Returning t Kone
{b) Bombing Altitude T 26,600 %,
(e) <Vime of release t 1314

(3} dum~In yrvom IP to Target:
n |

(al atimcking the target on a magnetic heading of

- 3189, the bombardier misteok the oil refinery at
4e1ts for the primary target. The target ares
wes completely covered over with & very effective
saoke soreen, and beoause of a new lheading the
bombardier was unable to pinepoint himself,
Upoa pieoking ufuthn target ths bomberdier used
known oheek points te g:altiun his oross halrs
aud reieass his bdombs in the ampke, U=l autow
rilst was used on the bomb rus,

{4) Fhoto-intelligemee heperst

(a) The bumbe from this Squadrom fell im fields two
to threes miles E of Troglitz, Ge s Saoke
from the target area preveats a Jomplote interw
pretation and measurement of the pattara,

{5) Bombing Malfuncticas:

Af0 867: Jettisoned 20 hombs at 52019'H, 02W54'K,
' besause of gas leak.
A/C 04Tt ZEngine falled 10 seeunds before bomds
away, 20 bombe jJjettlsened,

h. 95th Group, "B" Squedront

(1} 4ir Leader: Li. lLetham Navigaver ¢t Lt., VemPattea
Filot t 1Lt. Hendriokson Asst, Navt
Co-filet : 1lt, Louvies Miokey Ope.t It. Fimfinger
Bombardiert Lt. Jones

-8 e
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(2) 4/c Atteckinmg: Bonts Drppped

{a) Terget of Opportunity: 12 232 x 250 lb. GP
a'etginanin? H 1 20 x 250 1b, OGP
neturning t None

(b) Bomging sltitude T 27,650 r%,

{(0) Tine of Releasve t 1315

(3) RumeIn from IF to Target:

{a) Attecking on = magnetie heading of 3200, the
bll refinery at Leiss wes sttacked instead of
the primary target becsuse of faulty target
identificatien. The target ares was very
effeotively ”I;"% 1::@: gg a m&e nro::.
ueking proper 1ldou sation of the target wvery
as.rfiaugt. The headlng of the bombd rum, eonfused

' the bombardier aince he was unfamiliar with the
cheak gﬁhﬂ. The bomberdier positioned his
oross helrs with aid of known cheek points, sy~
ohronized and reieased his bombs. (-1 autoe
pilet was used on the bomd run,

(4) Photo~intelligence Repors:
(a) The bombs fxom this Squedrom fell im fields twe
to three nilez east of Troglisvs, Germany, Smoke
from the target ares prsvents & esmplete intexw
pretation cud meusuremont of the patterm,
(5) Bombing Malfunctisamss

a;/c 583t Raek malfumetion, 20 bomba Jettisened,
95th Oroup, "C" Squudren:
(1) Alr Leader: Kur@tux t Lt, Ballatexre

Pilet $ Lt. Gilllea Asst, Nev.!

Co=-Pilot 1t Lt. MoMurty Xiockey Opet It., Dement
Bembardier: 1Lt, Lytle

{(2) 4/c stteokings T b
{a) Target 13 252 x 250 1b, OGP
ol
Retuming t Hone
{b) Bombing Altitude : 25,650 rt,
(e) Time of Relesse : 132

(3) RuneIn from IP to Targes:

*e 99

{a) Attacking 0a & magnetis heading of 3399, the M0
giakod up the ot in bis #eope and set
he oocurse, Tho target was covered over with am
effective amoke soreen. The bombardier positismed
his oross hairs with the aild of known echeok peints
outside the target ares, sycochronized amd re od
his bombs inte the smoke. OC«l auto=pilst was used
on the bomd rum.

-
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(4) Fhotee=Intelligence keport:

(a)

(b}

The ona et of protographe taken by thls Yquadron
show tho burets of only one /0, No., 6528, whish
vere approximately 7000 ft, ¥ of the MPI, There
were seversl houses in a small villege whieh were
oovered with bursts,

asY photographs 13, 17 2nd 19 show smoke bombs,
whioh would indioate that ./C 6528 relesased
prematurely. Tho eatire Squad-on's bombs are
not viaibvle,

(5) Nombing Mslfunotionst

A/C 199: Intervelometor falled, bombs togsled
on target,

190tk Group, ".", "B" and "0" Squedrons:

(1) air lLeader: Capt. Seott: Navigetor ¢+ Lt. Redeam
Pllot t Capt, Tropnell Asst.Nav,t Lt, Climkowski
Co~Pilot : it, Nelson Kiokey Op,t Lt, Kreton

(2) A/0 Attacking:

{a)

{v)
{o)

Bombardier: Lt. Davis

Bombs Dropped
Primary Targst H 2L 24,8 x 250 lb, GP
Jettisoning s 16 28% x 250 1b, OP
returning ¢ 2 6 x 250 1v, GP

Homblng Lltitude 22,000 rt,
Tine of Release : 132

{3) Bur=In from IP to Torgett

{a)

The IP was overshet 20 milea, conscquently, the
target was attacked on a maznetle headinaz of
34,009, The ¥/0 ploked up the target in hie scope
and set up oourse, The bonbardler oclutehed in
at 11 miles eand ochecks ir rate were made at 9,
8, 7, 6, and 5 miles, ‘Two rots correotions wore
negesssry before finel synchronizatiom, Bombs
were released in the amoke, (-1 autoe-pilot was
nged on the bomb rur.

{4) Photo~Intelligence Report:

(a)

{v)

(e}

The bomba from "A" and "B Squadrons fell appinx-
imately 4~1/2 miles short (south) of the target
in open flelds. Scatiered domd pattern indie:tad
a loose formation =nd late releasing of bomb:.

One 4/0, No, 8383, released its bombs im f¥-lds
ot Penkwitz, Germany, 5100C2°'N, 12017'2,

The bombs from "C" Squedron fell in flelds, =
qunrr{, end the tiny villesge of Penkwitz , ‘ormany,
51002'K, 12017°E,

(5) Bombing Malfunctioast
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A/C 2973 Held bombs momentarily because of an
- A/3 directly underneath.

4/0 51ht HReleased & bozmbs whan doors opened,

A/G 383: Personasl error caused bozxbe to de
releaned, ‘[he navigator of the
lead A/C of the low 3guadren
salvoed Ris bomb: osa this reloase
causing the Squadron to release
all of its bombs,

*B" Bquedron

4/0C 610t Rack malfunctiomj one bomd jettisvned,
) .Oh'!. Q 33".
A/C 99kt Sheokle installed baskwards, cne bemd
roturned,.
A/C 0663 Rack g:ltanot&an. 5 bombs returned to
B8

26" squsdron
A6 673: Right boub bey hung up mememtarily.
Mission Canera Reports

&e The 390th Group instulled 9 vertical and 3 scope camercs,
3 and O of whiah tcok pistures. .

2 ¥«22 MNissing in actien,

1l &e2]l Miszing in uetion.

1l =22 Malfunotion (undepermined esuse).
2 E=21 4i/C l=nded b Wooddridge,

Two PIT 4/C werc wisslng im ection. The zet in the third
rr A/gkaia not funotion properly, and no scope pletures
ware t 1+ P9 '

be The 95th Gg:gi lustelled 9 vortiesl and } seopo cameras,
7 and © of eh took pictures,

l E=2% Camere A/C aborted.
l E~21 shutter malunetion.

The 3 UFF soope osmerns falled to take piotures:s GCause
undeternined.

¢, The 100th Grpup lastnlled 9 vertiocel cumeras, 7 of whish
took plotures.

1 K~21 Missing in sotion
1 =21 Blowa fuse

Communioations:
e, VHEF:

(1) Channel ".™ wae reported as having sonsinucus keying
while over fngland but was ¢lear while over the eone
tinent. Contaot betweer Squsdrom and Group leaders
wae satiasfactory after key dled dowm, '

(2) Channel "5" was well dlseiplined end slear. OCommune
loatliens with "Arrowswift" by Tireball lesder were

reported by "B* monitor aus satisfeetory. Firsdall
lecder, NIA,

T
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(3) Communications with wssther soouting force and fighter
sappert was good.

6. Controller's log:

e

Do

Qe

d,

L.

£
he
)

Jo

‘Le

Re

> 1Y
P
Qe

8.
t.

.

Tentative alert =t 1715 hoars,

Alsrtod at 1810 hours aend the fol.oving ilnforustisa from
3rd Divisions
) 13 OBV, 3 Groups 38 4/C per Group.
) Order of Groupsj 13 23W, hth, 5th and 4th.
} Livislon sassembly line and apprussh.
Targetls,
Routee.
g Lero Houre
lst Divialon tarzst, lst Livision departure tins end
place,-

3xd bivision change in the route point, OJome more infore
natlon on targets at 1905 hours.

2030 hourss Calislgn and flures of otlier roup oObtaiaed.

13 CBW Adv. Wrng. 5 F.0. No. 500 semk at 2020 hours.

411 Groups recelvod Adv. Wrag. at 2040 hours.

3rd Division to suty Ofrfieer: No leaflet louding Zor 390th,
Rowo losu ub <235 hLouasy.

Feoceived 5rd b F.0, l0e 500 at 2345 bouis.

13 CBw .0, H0e 500 sehd at 2355 hburs.

13 0P J.0,. Moe 500 recsived by Groups at 0035 houras,
ntelllgence facex to 3rd BD F.U, recsived &t :220 houvs,

Annex No. 1 -av. Wruge 13 CBw F,0, Noe 500 sent at 2330
hoursa,

Annex Noe. 1 to 3rd BU ¥.0. Hoe 500 received at 2400 hours.
AJth CBY F.0. No. 318 received at Qll0 hours,

Annex No. 3 to 13 CBw F.0, No. 500 sent at 0115 hours,

hti 03W F.0. No. 388 received at 0142 boura.

Intelligence Annex No, 2 te 3rd BD ¥,0, Ne, 500 received
at 0155 hours,

Annex Ro. 2 to 13 CHi F.0, No. 500 sent at 0210 houra.
Annex Ko, 2 to 31d BD F.0. dos 500 receivad at 0230 hours.,
annex No. 1 to 93rd U8V F,0, Noce. 171 received at G320 hours.
93rd Cui ¥F,0, lios 171 recaived at 0304 hours.

Annex llo, 2 to 93 CBW F.U, Noe 171 received st 0330 hours,
Annex No. 2 to 4th CBW F.0, No, 338 received »t 0340 hours,
Annex No, 3 to 93 CBW F,0, ¥5, 171 roceived at 0432 hours,

¢ 0 : 1
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Teotical Report, 30 Hovember 1044 {Cont‘'d)
%. Annex Bo, 3 to 3rd BD F.0, Ho.500 received =t (735 houra,
ag, Annex Yo. 3 to 13 CPY P.0, Ko, 500 sent at 0745 hours,

bbb, Jnnex tio. & o 9333 CBW F.O0. No. 171 regeived at 0805 hours,
cc. +nrex No. & to 4th BY 7,0, No, 338 received ot 0819 hours,

For the Oommanding Officers

m < & At

ma*or Adp GCorps,
erations Officer.
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HEAL JULRTERS
NLNATY FIPTH BOMUEARDMEWT GHOUPZ (i)
Offiece of the Operstions Officer

ATO 559.
2 Lecember lu44.

SUBJECT: Report of Operations Officer, Mission ef 30 November
1944,

0 Commanaing Otficer, 95th Bomb Group (H), AP0 533,

1, UENERAL NanrATIVE: The 95th "A" Squadron, flying as
lead squadron in the 14th "E" Combat Wing, with 85 63" Squadron
high, and 95 "C" Squedron low - took off from base at 0857 -
0906 hours and assembled over base at 11,000 feet by 1005 hours.

The 95th "B" Squadron, took off from base at (845 - 0858
hours and assembled over the fleld at 12,000 feet by 1005 hours.

28th "C® Squadron tock off at 0907 - 0917 hLours and
asaembled over field at 10,0060 feet by 1005 hours,

After assembly - the Squadrons jolned in group formsticn
and proceeded to Buncher 11, where wing assembly with the 390th
and 100th Groups was effected at 1013 hours.- Due to 13 "aA"
Group being early at the Diviaion line - the 95th Croup (13"EB")
was forced to lose time 1n order to maintaln wing integrity.

As a result, 13 "B" departed the English cosst at Southwold,
three minutes early, at 1035 hours. Climb to bombing altitude

‘was Regun.

The ensmy coast was crossed at 1100 houns at an altitude
of 15,000 feet, Upon approaching Brussels, a slight turn to tne
right was made by the "A" wing leader and the entirs wing [or-
mation flew slightly south of course on to the I.P, At the I.P.,
the 95th OGroup was left of 13 "A", and was unable to turn inside
of 13 "A" for the bomb run. This caused the ¥5th Group to over-
shoot the I.P. some 20 or 25 miles. At s point 5025N - 1230L8,
at 1300 hours, the 95 A" Squadron turned on the bomb run. The
lead bombardler mistook the oill refinery at Zeitz lor the
primary target - and bombed this visually at 1314 hours, altitude
27’ 000 feet.

The 95th "B" Squadron, following close behind, also
dropped on Zeitg -« with bvombs sway at 1315 hours, from an.
altitude of 28,000 feet,

The 95th "C" Squadron sighted the target with Mickey .
equipment and bombed ti. pplmary target by HoX at 1314 hourst

nl-
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from 26,000 feet.

Heavy flak was encountered by the three sjuadron and two
ships lost over the target.

After bomblng, the 38th "C" Squadron, having lost sight
of "A" and "B" squadrons, jolned formstion with the 100th
Group (15"C" Wing) and followed the course out with them,

95 "C" arrived at the base lirmediately after the "A"™ and "a"
Squadrons, .

After rallying, the 95th "A" and "bB" Squadrons began
their descent and followed the route out, remaining a little
south of ocourse until resching the enemy ccast out. This was
erossed at 1542 houre at an altitude of §,000 fect.,

The English coast was recrossed at 1621 hours, base reached
at 1632 and landing effected at 1631 - 1724 hours,

2. AIRCRAFT NOT AT/ACKING: 25 "A" Squadron - Zleven ?/C
plus one PFI le &se in formation shown in Diegram "A", A/C
1867 returned before becoming dispatched and does not recslive a
sortie, The remaining eleven ships receive sorties,

98 "B" Syuadron - Twelve aireraft plus one FIF left base
in formation shown in Diagram "3"., All thirteen ships bombed
the target of opportunity &nd receive sortlies, :

g5 "C" Squaudron - Twelve aircreft plus one FPFF left base
in formation shown in Diagram "C®, All aireraft tombed the
prinery target and receive sorties.

3. AIRCRAFT LO8T: A/C 42-102560 - hit by flak over
target, burst into Fiomes, broke in two., Two chutes.

A/C 42-97383 - hit by flak over target. Plane went luto
steep controlled dive. No chutes seen.

DON 4. POMERQY, JR.,
Ma Jor, Air Corps,
Operations O0f{icer.

- 2 -
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 CONFIDENTIAL
HEADQUARTERS
NINZTY FIFTH BOMBARDLINT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer HeFw=26

30 November 1944

SUBJCT: Load Bombardi-r's Narrative, Nimety Fifth "A" Squadron, Mission
- of 30 November 1944, Lierseburg, GCermany,

T0 + Commanding Officer, 85th Bombardment Group (H), A.A.F,

1, Harrative.

a, Bombing aids used were :-65 and C-2 computers. P,F.F. air-
oraft and A,F,.C,E, equipment was used, .

be At the I.P. we made & left turn of 90° at 1306 hours.
c. Bomb bays were opened after we leveled off at I.P. at 1306,
d. There was a very effective smoke soreen completely covering

the target area, but I found a few cheok points arocund the target

and dropped my bombs in the smoke usin: check points in the erea for
reference, DBombs were away at 1514 hours,

¢. DBombing results were unobserved.
f. ¥No suggested changes are made,

2. Dombardier's Torm 12~5 modified is attached.

3. Disposition of Bombs « A/C Bombs Pusing
Main Bombfall Over Target Bombing No. Size Type YNose Tail
Mersebury, Germany. 11 11 192 2504 ¥=-67 1/10 1/40
Total on Target. - 192 2804 Me567 1/10 1/40
Bombs Rsturncd, : 0 .
Other Expenditures. 40 250§ Me6T 1/10 1/40
Total (loaded on A/C taking off). 232 280§ M-BT 1/10 1/40

4. Types of Relesse - All 192 x 2604 G,P. ANeMG67 bombs dropped on
the target were released on a 100' interval and armed,

. RAYWOND D, DAVIS
lst Lt., Air Corps,
Load Bombardier.

CONFIDENTIAL
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“ONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ()
Office of the COperations Officer E-F=Zf

30 November 1944

SURJCT: Leoad Bombardier's iarrative, Winety Fifth "A" Squedron, Mission
' of 30 November 1944, MersebUry, Germany.

T™0  + Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), AdF.

1.0 Bombing Approach and Run « At the I.P, we made a left turn of
about 90" at 1304 hours. It was a visual run and I synchronized four times
beore bombs away. There was a very effective smoke soreen completely
covering the target area but I found & few check points around the target
and dropped my bombs in the smoke using check points in the area for refer=-
ence., Bomb bay doors were opened after we leveled off at the I.P., at 1306
hours and ombs were away at 1314 hours, Results were unobserved,

2. Disposition of Bombs = 12 A/C were dispatohed from the 9-th "A"
Squadrons 11 A/C wore over the primery target dropping 192 x 2604 G.Ps
ANMBT bombs. A/C #1867 sborted and ‘ettisiomed 20 x 250# G.P. ANeM57
bombs at 52198 0254E. A/ #7047 had sn engine feilure and jettieioned his
bombs 10 suvoonds before bombs swey, by order of the Pilot. He jettisioned
20 x 250} G.?. ANeMB7 bombs. Fusing was 1/10 noss and 1/40 tail,

3+ Types of Releass -~ All 1892 x 2560; G.P. Ad=iB7 bombs dropped on
the target were relesassed on a 1l00' interval snd srmed,

4, Tatular Summary « A/C Bombs Fuzing
Main Bomb{fall Over Target Bombing No. Size  Type Yose Tail
Mersebur;,, Germany., 11 11 192 260§ Me57  1/10 1/40
Total on Target. 192 2503 M=57 1/10 1/40
Bombs Returned,. 0
Other Expenditures, 40 2504 M-57  1/10 1/40
Total {loaded on A/C takin: off), 232 2504 M~57 1/10 1/40

RAYMOND DD. DAVIS
lst Lt.,, Air Corps,
Lead Bombardier,
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HEADQUARTERS
NINSTY FLFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (i)
Office of the Operetions Officer B=F=26

30 November 1944

" SUBJECT: Lead Bombardier's Narrative, Ninety Fifth "B" Squadrcon, Mission

of 30 Yovember 1544, Merseburg, Gurmsny.

s + Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (i), A.A.F,

1l Bombing Approsch and Run e Approsch to I.P, was sbout 5 miles
south of course,  ie overshot the 1,P, sbout 20 to 25 miles. Ve mede a
left turnm of 120" onto bombing run. This put us in trail of the low
sq.edron. B;ckey was not able to aid us on run until the last three
minutes, !/e were able to do pilotage from the l,P, to the target. Rute
was killed and drift epproximated befure we were in range of the target.
After target aree was picked up in sight, synehrounization was hampered by
highly effective smoke screen. I was unable to locate M.P.I, and dropped

‘on smoke of previous bombing. Bombs were away -t 1315 hours.

2, Disposition of Bombs = 13 A/C were dispatched with 95th "B"
Sqaadron. 13 A/C were over primary terget an:i dropped 2562 x 250# G.P.
ANeM5T bombs. All bombs dropped were fuzsd 1/10 nose and 1/40 teil,

3. Types of Release -~ All bombs dropped by 95th "B" Sguadron were
at 100! interval 'and armed, .

4, Tabular Summary = ALC Bomba Puzing
Mein Rombfall Ovar Terget Bombing No, Size Type Hose Tail
Merseburg, Germany, 13 13 262 2504  uM-67 1/10 1/40
Total on Targets 252 2504  u=57 1/10 1/40
Bombs Returned, 0
Other Expenditures, 0
Total (loaded on A/C teking off). 262 2604 M-57 1/10 1/40

CHARLES T, JONES
¢nd Lt., Alir Corps,
{,oad Bombardier.

~ e CNTIAL
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HTADQUARTERS
MNINSTY PIPTH ROMBARDMENT GROUP (1)
Office of the Operations N{/icer B-F=-28

30 November 1944

SUBJECT: Lead Bombardler's Narrative, Ninety Fifth "B" Squadron, Mission
of 30 Rovember 1944, Maerseburg, Cermeny,

™ : Commanding "fficer, 95th Bombardmemt Group (H), 4.A.F.

l, Yarrative.

8, Bombing aids used were B-6-B and C-Z computers snd 8th AF Grid,

b. Ve made & left turn onto the Initial Point of about 120°,

¢. Bomb bay doors were opened after turn onto Initisl Point,

de MNickey operator was not able to aid on run until the last
three minutes, We were able to do pilotage from I.,P, to the target.
Rate was killed and drift approximetel before we wers in range of
the target. Synchronization was hampered by highly effuctive smoke
screen. Bombs were away at 1316 hours.

e, Dombiyg results were unobserved.

f. Yo changes are sug ested in bombing tactics.

2. TDombardier's form 12«5 modified is attached.

3. Disposition of Bombs e A/C Bombs Fuzing
Main Bombfall Over Target Bombing  Noe. - Size Type Nose Tail
Merseburg, Germany. 13 13 262 2604  M-57 1/10 1/40
Total on Target. 252 260 . M~57 1/10 1/40
Other Expenditures, 0 ‘
Bombs Returneds 0
Total (loaded on A4/C taking off)e 2852 2604  M-57 1/10 1/40

4, Types of Release = All bombs dropped by 95th "B" Squadron were at
100 interval and arm@d.

CHARLES T. JONES
2nd Lt., Alr Corps,
Lead Bombardier,
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NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Nperations Officer

E~F-26

30 Yovember 1944

SURJECT: Lead Rombardier's Narrative, Ninety Pifth "C" Squadron, HMission
of 30 November 1944, Merseburg, Germany,

TO s Commanding Officer, 96th Bombardment Group (H), A.A,F,

DECLASSIFIED

By AJSNARA Date

Authority

1. Harrative.
a. Bombing aids used were BE-G~-B and CeZ somputers.
. (]
b. A left turn of 120 was made onto the bombiny run.
" 0o Bomb doora were opened aftcr turn onte bombing run,

d. Bombardier saw fires and smoke in target area and after checke
ing his synchronigation dropped into the smoke. Bombs were away at
1314 hours after which squadron made a sharp left turn away from the
target, Heavy smoke screen and hage was over target area.

eé. Rosults were unobserved,

f. Yo suggested changes ars to be mede,

2. Rombardier's form 12-% modified is uttached,

3. Disposition of Bombs - A/C Bombs Fuzing
Mein Bombfall Over Target Bombing No. Size Type Nose Tail
Merseburg, Germany., 13 13 262 2604 M-57  1/10 1/40
Total on Targote ‘ 268 250f M-57  1/10 1/a0
Other Expnditures, 0
Bombs Returned, 0
Total (loaded on A/ taking off). - 2562 2504 Hw6T 1/10 1/40.

4, Types of Release - All bombs dropped by 95th "' Squedron were
at 100' interval and armed,

HILTON . LYTLE
2nd Lto. Air Corpﬂ.
Lead Bombardier,

CONFDENTIAL
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HRADQUARTERS
NINETY PIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
office of the Operations Nfficer E=F=26

30 November 1844

SUBJECT: Lead Bombardier's Narrative, Njnety Fifth "C" Squadron, Mission
of 30 November 1944, Merseburg, Germany,.

0 1+ Comumnding Officer, 96th Bombardment Group (H), A.A.F,
le Bombing Approach and Run - Groyp approached I;?. south of course

and made a turn of 12° onto bomb run. H}okoy operator sst up course and
evasive avtion was tuken to avoid heavy acourate tracking flsk. Bomb doors -

- were opened after turn onto bomv rum but were closed and opened twice to

allow squadron to catech up with lead ship. Heavy smoke soreen and hsze were
over target area. Bombardier saw fires and smoke in target area and after
checking his synchronigation dropped into the smoke., Lombs were away at
1314 hours after which squadron made & sharp left turn away from target.
Results wers unobserved,

2. Disposition of Bombs - 13 A/C were dispetched with 96th "C"
Syuedron. 13 A/h_wlre over the secondary terget and dropped 262 x 2603 G.P,
AN~}BE7 bombs, A/b #2560 blew up over the target but was seen to drop his
bombs on the target. A/C #7383 is M.I.A. but dropped his bombs on the target
belore lenving the formation, All bombs dropped were fugzed at 1/30 nose and

1/40 tail,

3. Types of Ralease - All bombs dropped by 95th "C" Squadron were at
100* interval and armed,

4., Tabular Summary - A/C Bombs Puzing
Main Bombfall Over Target Bombing No. Size Tvpe Nose Tail
Merseburg, Germsny. 13 13 268 2504 M-87  1/10 1/40
Total on Target. 262 2604 M-57  1/10 1/40
Bombs Returned, 0
Other Expenditures, 0
Total (loaded on A/ taking off), 252 2604 Me57  1/10 1/40

MILTOH B. LYTLE
2n& Lto. Air Corp‘,
Lead Bomberdier,
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RINETY FIFTH BOwBAROUENT GaOUP (u)
Office of the Yngineering (fficer

APQ o838,
30 Hovember 1944,

Engineering zeport on Combat dission of 350 Hovember 1944.

Commanding Officer, 35th Boambardment Gp ().
Lt Col 4U¥FORD.

Attention:

1, The following information is submitted conmcerning cowmbat .iission
of 30 November 1544.

b

joie

Q

i

Tnirty-eight (38) 3-17G sirplanes took-off us scheduled,
(35) B~17G sirplanes returned to nase af'ter
completion of combat wission,
Bel7's 42-102560 and 42-97383 are missing in action.

Thirty-five

“here was one (1) sbortive airplane.

-

&, 42-31867 - Leaking primer pump.

Jattle dumasage is us folicws:

8.
D
c.
d.
e,
f.
§L.
f}_ -

QBB T

- L ] L L[] . .

I<igicmnpo

4448280 -
+4-107104
44-5028
43807756
42-102456
487375
44~107047
44-8269
43-387 60
14-5470
42-07961
43-38199
42-319d9
43-38517
43-382838
44=-106898
446683
42-97257

- 42-32088

43-36281
44-8331
4297232

#4 main tank ong. .
snest uwtal,

feedsr tank chy.

.t outer wg panel chg.
sheet mwtal.

snset setal,

shoet metnl.

sheet metal,

sheeot uwetsl.

sheat zetal.

mein spar rt wg.

#4 mein tank.

shoet mwtal,

sheet motal.

#3 engine chg,
hydreulic s;stem & sneet
igniticon narness,
#1 engine ohg.
kajor shoet metal,
main tank chg.

#1 & 42 engine cng.
lef't wg panel chg.

wLA LU
SBIOr,

wotal.

Je #FlELDS,
Alr Corps,

3ase kngr. Officer,
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AEADGUARTERS
HINETY FIFTH SOMSBARUM.IT GROUP (Y)
OFPICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

1 Decemier 1044

SUBJECT: 8-2 Roport for 95A, B, and C, on the mission to
Herseburg, Germany, 30 November 1044.

70 $ Commanding Officer, 9865tn Boab Group (6), APC Bb69.

1. Eleven A/C plus 1 PFF A/C from the 95th Group took
off beginning 0357 to form the lead (98A) Squadron of the 13B
Combat Group to sitack targets at Merseburg. A/C 1867 eborted
over biss at (258 due to gas leak in primer line,.

Twelve i/ plus ) PPF 4/C took off beginning 0845 to
form the high {953) Squadron of the 13B Combat Group teo attaek
Merseburg,

Twelve A/C plus 1 PFF A/C took off be;inning at 0907
to form the low [95C) Squadron of the 13B Combat Group to attack

Herseburg. ,
2. HNo E/A was encountersd by this group during the mission.

3. The following flak was encountered by thls group:?
Merseburg: Intenss, accurate, tracking and barrage.
Zeits $ Intenss, accurates, tracking and barrage.
Frankfurt: NHeager, insscurate, tracking.

5823-08591 MNeager, inaccurate, barrage.

4. 95A and B Squadrons bonmbed target of opportunity,
approximately (5103H«1R18E), by visual means, The I.P. was over
shot by these two Squadrons some 20 to 85 miles, This, plus =
very effective smoke scrsen mislead the bombardier into belleving
he was hitting the sssigned target. 985C Squadron's bombs fell
sbout 1,000 yards to the west to the assgigned MPI. A very
effactive smoke screen sncountered over assigned target,

8. The course wus flown as briefed with the axcsption of

flying a little to the south all the way. The IP was overshot
but briefed course was regained after the target.

Two A/C failed to return. A/C 2560 was hit by flak at
1380 hours in the fuselage near the bombay and plane burst inte
flames, rolling on its back snd going down. At about 5,000 ft
below ths formaticn the fuselsgs broks in half at about the radle
room. Two chutes were seen. A/C 7383 was hit by flak just before
bombs away. #1 engine was smoking. Boabs were dropped and plane
went into a steep, controlled 4ive, disap earing from sight at
about 1318 houra. No chutes seen.

Fighter support was excellent. ILast A/C landed at 1737.

ol=

ROBER? W. MICHELS,
Captain, Air Corps,
Ass't. S8 Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE
AAF STATION 101
.APO 632;.

INTOPS SUM\IARX NO. 186

PRRIOD: 0001 hours 2 November to 2400 hours 2 November 19241;.

A. STATISTICS ‘ ~
T Losses

Missions Disp. Sortles A gg To nnage Claims E/E Ak N AA N/E OT Totals

Heevy Bomber Atks, 5 1168x 1133 1100 2652,1 36-35-27 1y 14 2 10 40

Fighter Escérfc 17 9lxx 842 0 0 132-5-25A 1 210 15 28
Fighter Sweeps 0 0 0 0o 0 0% 0 o o 0 o0
Fighter Bombing o o 0 © o0 0000 000 O 0
PhotoRecon. 5 5 5 0 0 000 000 1 1
Weather Recon. 10 42 - 40 0 o0 000 000 1 1
Air/Sea Rescue 0 0 0 0o 0 000 000 0 O
Special Operations _L _ 37 37 0O 0 _ 000 000 0 O

Totals 41 2186 2057 1100 2652.1 132—160-6523 5161227 70

b'd 17 spares, 1l used.
xx In addition to above statistios, ome group Ninth A.F. P-38s flew
general area support. 34 dispatched = 31 sorties. No claims. No losses.

B. OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

1. Bomber Attacks

Thirty combat wings (814 B-17s, 354 B=2Lhs - 1168 a/o) dispatched in five
forces against synthetic oil plants at Merseburg/leufia, Castrop-Rauxel, Sterkrade
(Holten) and Blelefeld/Schlldssche RR and M/Y. Four &ssigned targets., 1100 a/o
dropped 2652,1 tons on all primaries and several T/0s, All bombing by PFF except
force on Bielefecld, Heavy opposition met by two forces in Merseburg target arca.
Escorting fighters attacked by approximately 500 s/e e/a plus. 15 Me~163s. Bomber
Vcla:.ms' 36-35-27. Losaes~ * 24.0 a/c (39 B! 7s, 1 B-21|-).
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First Force

Twelve combat wings (460 B=17s) dispatched against Merseburg/Ieuna Syn-
thetic 0il Plant. 436 a/c dropped 1029.7 tons GP on primary and 8 T/0s at 1203-
1238 hours from 23,800-28,500 feet., Primary bombed on PFF, Ieaflets dropped on
Merseburg, Weather: 6/10-9/10 en route, 10/10 over target. Flak: intense and
very accurate. Battle Damage: 252 minar, 87 major. BE/A Opposition: strong enemy
effort curbed by escorting fighters. No e/a sighted prior to arrival at IP. At-
tacks on stragglers by 10 FW-190s and 5 Me~-109s., Approximately 9 Me-163s made
single attacks on one group., Claims agai.st Me-163s, 2-1-1, Total Claims:
6-2~2, Iosscs: 12 a/o (7 to AA, 1 to non-enemy, and 4 to unknown rcasons),

Fighter Support:; Eight groups (483 P-51ls) dispatched, Up 0930-1012 hours,
down 1500-1530 hours. 433 sorties. One additional group of Ninth Air Parce P-38s
provided general area support (figurcs not included in above statistics - 34 P-38s
dispatched, 31 sorties, No claims or losses). E/A Opposition: strong cnemy de-
fensive effort met in target arca by approximately 200 e/a. Breakdown of opposi-
tion encountered by individual groups as follows: :

Group 1 - 15 plus Me-163s and 4 plus Me=109s encountercd S and B of Merseburg.
2 Me-163s and 2 Me~109s destroyed in combats., One Me-163 came
through bomber formation in target area and was caught by group
leader on making 180 degrecc turn. Other Me-163 destroysd in. similar
manner near leipzig.

Group 2 = Approximately 20 FW=190s and Me=109s encountcred W of Naumburg (S of
Merseburg) attacking rear combat wings, Majority of e/a cvaded. in
overcast, Claims; 1=2~2,

Group 3 = 15 plus Me=109s and Fi=190s dived through last combat wing in Mul~-
hausen area (approximatcly 65 miles W of Merseburg)., 9-0-0 claims
in comkats to deck,

Group 4 - 100 s/e e/a sighted in gaggles of approximately 30 plus a/c each on
SW course from Merseburg., Icad flights routed force, breaking it
into elements of 2, 3 and 4 a/c. Claims: 18-1-2,

12 Me-109's sighted S of Merseburg. 2 e/a engaged to deck for claims
of 1=0-1, ‘

Group 5

Group 6 - 6 Me-109s and 2 FW~-190s attacking bombers in vicinity of Mulhausen
engaged for claims of 1=-0-0, Two jct-propelled a/c seen N of Zeitz
and vicinity of Einbeck.

Group 7 - Trailing flight attacked 6 Mb-109é making pass on bombers NW of
Merseburg for claims of 1-0=-1, 25 plus Me-109s cngaged W of Neum-
burg after e/a had completed pass at bombers. 7 e/a destroyed. &
Jet-propelled e/a encountered before target but e¢/a evaded.

Group 8 -~ 20 Me-109s from vicinity of ILeipzig attacked bombers S of target,

Group claims 3=0-l, One lone FW-190 dcstroyed on deck NW of target,
6 Me=163s seen in Naumburg arca, evading due to high speed.

A - — s
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e In ground strafing attacks threo grwps made claims of 0-0+3 gliders,
7—0~2 “looomotives and 1-0=36 freight cars. Another group strafed A/F believed to

- be Wernigrode

A/P claiming 25 s/e e/a destroyed on the ground, Total olaimss

l;.6—3-10 air, 25-0-0 ground, Losses: 15 P=5ls (at least 3a/e are bel:.eved safely
down in @elgluﬂd-

Deta:.ls of bombér attaoks as follows:

; Aas:i,gned Ta:c'gets | g;igpatched Attaold.ng : Tonnage Results
a e
= , . v &
2 *q;: - Merseburg/leuna (Sync Oil P]ﬂnt) ’-|-60 383 k 901.7 Unobsaorved.
}4 = A ‘ _ N ‘
=l Other Targsts |
a ’é é Wolfenbuttel (5212N-1032E) 15 '29,0 Unobserved
£ 3 T/0 Halle - 56.5 Unobserved
< & 6 T/Os . H 2.5 Unobserved
 Totals 460 436 10297
~ Second Farce ’

" 8ix combat wings (223 B-17s) dispatohed against Merseburg/l.euna Synthet:.c
011 Plant. 215 a/o dropped 478,5 tons GP on primary and 3 T/0s at 1230-1243 hours
from 26,800-29,000 feet, Ieaflets draopped on Merseburg., All bombing on FFF.
Weather: 7/10—10/10 over most of the Continent; 10/10 at target. Flak: modsrate to
intense and accurate at Merseburg, Battle Damage: 95 minor, 57 major. E/A Opposi-
tion: severe opposition encountered in terget area, Four groups attacked by ap~
proximately 155 e/a, principally FW-190s and Me-109s including a few Me-163s, E/a

made' both frontal asssults and ooncentrated against stragglers, Claims: 30-33-25. -

IOSSes- 26 B-17s. (14 to ¢/a, 5 %o A4, 1 Yo non-enemy, and 6 to unknown rcasons).

Pighter Support: TFour groups (245 P~5ls). dispatched, Up 1007-1015 hours,
" down 1520-1635 hours, 209 sarties, E/A Opposition: heaviest opposition of opera-
tion sus‘bained by this farce., Breakdovm by groups as follows: ,

Group 1 - 200/300 Me~109s encountered ncar Weissenfels attacking last box of

Group 2 -

f

Group 3 -

B~17s. Combats from 27,000 fect to deck., Claims: 10=-0-2, L Me-109s
caught in landing pattern over Batterfeld A/F. Claims; 2-0=0, 150
Me~109s and FW~-190s attacking bombers ten miles south of target.
Claims: 12=0=~3, Additional olams from scattercd combats: 4e=1-0.

Two wavas of 50 plus e/a each. (FW-190s and Me-109s) procecding W from
Dresden area engaged. Group split up foroe, preventing attocks on
bombers. Cla:uns- 38—1-44-. - _

30 Ma-—lOSS mterc;epted in We:urﬁ-r area for claims of 5-0-0, ®Mwo
gaggks of 4=6 s/e e/a chased in target area for olaims of 1-0=2,

Group 4 = combats wa.th 100 plus e/a . predanmntly Me-109s . :Ln target area,

C}aima' HP"‘O"ZPa
SEGRET

L
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.Total claims: 86-2-15. Iﬂsses: 10 p-51s (at least 3 a/c arc bolicved safe-

‘ ly down in Allied terrltory)

Details of bomber attaclns as follows‘_

J

Authority
By MSNARA Date

Assigned Target : D:.sPa'bched A'btaoking Tonnage ‘Results
, Merseburg/I)eunaL”(Syn. O:LlPlant) L 225 210 469.5  Unobserved
~ Other Targets o S : -
3U/I T/0s - o L SR SRS B 5 9,0 - Unobserved
Totals 223 25 4785

Third Force .

Five combat wings (208 Br-21q-s) dispatched against Bielefeld/Schildesche RR
viaduet and M/Y, 191 a/c dropped 399.8 tons GP and 38.5 tons IB - 438.3 tons on
the primeries and Bielefeld City at 1221~1242 hours from 20,000-24,000 feet. Ieaf-
lets dropped on Bielefeld. Weather: 3/10-4/10 undercsst permitted some groups to

‘bomb visually, others on Gee-ﬁ' o Plaks Nil to meager, inaccurate, Battle Damage:

17 minor, E/A Oppos:.tion. Ons: Mé-ZGZ made ineffective attack on straggler south of
Brunswick., Two other Me-262s fired rockets from 150 yards. Three additional Me-
262s s:.gh‘bed. O:Laima nil. Iossesz m!.].. T C s o

!

Fighter, Sup'pdr‘o' Tbree grou;ps (ms 9-475 dispatohed). up 1022~1030 hours,
down 1415-1429 hours, . 43 sorties. 6 Me~262s and one Me-163 attacked straggling
B~2h and fighter flights 4n ‘target ama, evading combat by outdistancin_, our a/c.

‘ Cla:l.ms' nil, Losses: 2 P-lﬂs.

Deta:.ls of bcmber at’aacks as fol‘ld&ys- :

N Assn.gned Targets | | ‘ Mtched A-btacld.ng G-P Tonnage IB ‘Results
'Eielefela/schildeéche RR Viaduot 208 . 17é_ 35‘1.8 \38.5-/ Very Good
Other Tergets . .
Bielefeld MY : ., 10 26,0 Good
- Bielefeld City E : A 22,0 ‘Good

 Totals | o208 191 399.8 38,5

jo
it
{e]
-0
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L Caatrop-Raw:el (Syn. 0il Plan'b) 1#6

N

.M/ ‘borbed visually, , Weathars 8/10-10/10

L L ?“u

T SECR
- PowthFuee e |
o c‘* Fow:' combat wings (1.46 ZB»-ZL;.s) &iapatehed against Qastrop—Rawcel Synthetlc
.neﬂammt 131 a/e dropped 403 tons GP on the primary at 1213-1225 hours from
22, 009—*24,000 feet, All bombing on GecsH, %ather: 10/10 undércast. Flak: nil
%o meager,, ‘inpccurate, = Battle Damage: 23 minopr, /A Oppos:.tion- & Me-2623 sighte
ad in target arca, one of which made :c.neffea'bixfe atta.ék. . Oné Me=262 made weak pass

i -;j;:m viumty of Doventer. Claims: nil, Lossos: 1 B-2h o o

Fighter Supportz Qne group (I;-O P-lﬂa) dispatehed, Up 1026 hours, dom
T"“i;ﬁyf:zlg houx's» 37 sort:.es. Mn.ssion lmeventi'ul. No e/a scen. Claims: m.l. Lossess

Deta:.ls of bombar attack as follmta'x‘ |

Tonnage Re'sulltsf _‘ C
L -G.E . .

 403.0  Unobsorved

' g gm Forcs

o ,ml;xree oombat w:.ngs (131 B~1‘Zs)
« 'the'b 6 0il Plant, 127 a/e dropped 302.6 ¢
1254 hours from 26,800-29,000 feet,  Stor

) t ,S‘bax'lmada (Ffolten) Sy;;- o
ATy y. and one T/0: 2t 1157~

) bombed dn Gee-H. Rheins =
Y. Flak; wioderate. to intense,
‘;"E/A Qppasn‘:tion- nil. Glnlmsg 2

. Palrly accurate., Pattle Demare: 36 mixr
- ndl, Inssea- 1 B-17 to AA, : o h o .
SRy Fighter Support: -One grmp (20 P"ll-?a) dispatched. Up 1035 hours, daqm :
- 1350 bours., 20 sortics, No eo/a seen,  Sweep of Gronirgen: area resulted in claim
‘v.:,’o:t‘ ‘e locanot:we destroyeds - Ola:!.ms. nilv Losses* nil. B

s})etails at‘ bomber at’cack:s as folqus-

’Ass_a.‘@ed Targat- ©  Dispatched Attqgkmg s idarke
: Ste”mda (Hmen)(sy“' o1 Plent) 13;1 o107 2545 ' Unobsorved.
,O‘bhar ;;[‘grgatg,'\_‘( ‘ R L
im0 127 3026

728 P-515, 206 Pwlls = 93&. a./c) alspatohad. Up 0930-

" 1030 hour 50-3635 hours, 842 sortics. One additional group of Ninmth Air,
Foroe P ral area ‘suppert in Merseburg: target ares without inci-
- denty | > ‘;sori::l.eu _no ‘claims, fio ‘losses)., Groups escorting’
" bembers aga mnthata.c 041 Plant encountéred 500 plus s/c e/a
- . and 15 Me-1638 targed area,  Groups esoorﬁing other forces met negligible oppos—‘ :
 itton, Total ala:lma 152-5-25 air, 25-0-0 ground,. Losses. 28 a/c (26 P-51s,
2 P47s). SR SEGREL =

”5-‘,
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3. Pighter Sweeps

Nil.

4. Fighter Bombing

Nil.

5. Photo Recommaissance

Five Mosquitoes dispatcheds Two a/c completed experimental nmavication for
night photography., Two a/c dispatched on night photography flights over Kossel
and Bisenach areas; onc failed to reburn. One a/g successfully complctcd dny
photographic mission, Iosses: onc a/c, o

6. Weather Reconnaissance -

42 a/c (33 P-5ls, 4 B-24s and 5 Mosquitoes) dispatchcd. P=513 scouted
weather for bomber forces, Two early returns, A1l a/c returned safely. Onc B=2k,
dispatched from Azores, campleted routine £light to home basc, two B=2hs completed.
flights over Atlantic to west of England, One B=24, overduc on routine flight to’
Azores, Mosquitoes completed special £lights to Germany, Holland, Belgium and
North Sea, Losses: one a/o (missing),

7. Air/Sea Rescue

Nil.

'8, Special Operations

Thirty=-seven a/c disfna’cched as follows:

8 P~51s and 2 P-47s dispatched as radio relays. - A/c returned safely,
12 B=17s "screened" bomber force, A/c recturned safely,
7 B=24s dispatched on RCM mission, Jamming between 1815 =~ 1950 hours.

A/e returned safely, ,
3 B~17s and 5 B=24s dropped looflets in Holland. A/e returned safely,

C. INTELLIGENCE

1. Enemy Air Opposition

\

Strong enemy opposition was exporienced by the lst and 2nd Foroes in
today's bombing operation against Merseburg/Ieuna Synthetic Oil Plant, Tiscorting
fighters encountered approximately 500 s,/c e/a plus at least 15 Me=163s, all of
which attempted to interdept bombers in the Merschburg target arca, The other
forces on shallower targets were negligibly or not at all opposcd.

, Of the 1lst Force cscort, the 55th Fighter Group met the only large forma-
“tion of e/a approximate y 100, flying toward the bombers in thr?e geggles of 30
plus each at 32,000 fect, southeast of Merschurges These werc d].SPCl‘SGd and attack
on the bombers prevented. The 4th Fighter Group, sweeping on a wide front ahead

SECRELD
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- apch in the targat eare and the 20th F:Lghter Group engaged the largest single con-‘ '
' “centyntion of e/a, 150 = 200, Just south'of Merseburg while they were attacking .
" the rear bamber formation, This is the only cngngement reported by the borbers
N vﬂ;:n 40 =~ 60 e/a were able to make caordimtﬁd at’caoks Jnsting for 10 = 15 nine
o 30 :

3. Observat:.ons

> southern eclge of m‘fwt/Bmaerslaben A/F. i

ra, encmmtered only 15 110—1633 in the torget ares which were also

%

Other esoart groups report engagemnﬁs mth twey snhller e/a fozmtioné; ,
ch shortly af*ber the . targe‘c. e L .

- 1he Z‘nd Force was more he'ﬂrily oppose& beginn:mg witg; an engagement by the A
Fﬂ-ghter Group, north and east of Merseburg with two waves of 50 ¢/a each. -
th Pighter Group at the same timp, also encountered two waves of 50 ¢/a

‘A‘Pe;letratio:l“ahd withdrawal rouﬁasf%rere:,unévmtful for both forces,
' ‘mn'seburg/r..em - :l.mtense, vary:aocurate -
. Blelefeld . - - = nil to meager, inaccurate . .
" "Castrop=Rauxel = nil to meager, innecurate - :
.- Sterkrade (Holten) - moderate to ini (Pairly acourate
-7 Weissenfels ' . - meager to modernte, socurate .
_aacurate :

Natmxburg g PR meager ‘&o mﬂe
’ : ; - ,,”“ vv“ ,.

20 t/e a/o, possibly Me-z.;w, on A/.E‘ neox B’itterfeld.
15 plus s/e e/a on A/F vicinity of Sechausens . -
. 3 Me=163s, 2 Me-109s and Ju~88 on Hrandis A/Fs
30 plus s/ fighters, some with engines mnming, see'n on eas'ccrn and

‘“)/‘t .

. l,. mms,ge to Enexrgr Installatz.ons
I\Erseburg/Inuna - Uﬁobserv >4, Resul‘ba

Dcnse ‘undercast and effectwo smoke screen in operation at the target make

it dmpossible to plot the main weight of bombs dropped., However, the following
_congentrations could be seen: (1) one aoncentratiop of GP bombs fell in opem =
fisld tursting ‘approximately 2% miles southcast of the target. (2) ®wo goncen="
trations of GP bombs fell in‘bo open ficlc't northeast of the town and in I{Icpzig, .

" looated 6% miles, east of Halle ond 12 % miles northoast of Merseburgs

cmbat crews of last. group mrer tie target reported. smoke and flams
tlmou,gh 11;4,000 feet of clouds. , , |

Steﬂﬁe‘aﬁa Lsynthetic 05.1 p‘lant) - Pnobserved Results
9/10 'bo 10/10 oloud cmrar oWers entire ares, 'mrough one break in the

' olouda it ja° pcssibie to sge a amll mncenmticm of GF bombs bursting adjacent

to tha aou‘g&aea% Qomer of‘ tha ta.rgeiz arae.. No aswament of damage can be mde,
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Rheine M/Y - F:Lar Results .

" Two concentrata.ons of @GP bonbs con bc seen burs‘i;:mg in anc'L aaaaoent to

central portion of M/Y immediately south of the goods depot. There were twelve
hits on rail lines in the M/Y. Two large multi-bay factory buildings northwest

of the multiple track ran.]road. ‘bridge received three dirget hits. The southern-
most building which hed received two hits at the. nortimest corper is epproximntely
ten percent damged. S],ight damage w:l.ll rasult to residences in the southern part

of town. -
’Gastrop/Rauxel Unobaerved Results

10/10 sond cloua..
| Me]efeld MY and V:,ad.uct - Vez:z Gobd Results
Viaduct appears to be well hit remamder of bombs seen to be str:.k:mg
built up part of city. T . B
. Bielofeld M/Y - Good Results
' Vinduct three miles narth northeast of the city wes also hit with very
good results, No further details. : ) '

NOTE: The forego:.np' is based on prel:.m.nary mfo:mat:l.on and should no‘b be used
f'or record purposess



