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CONFIDENTIAL
5 NOV 1944

| | ~ INTERPRETATION REPORT S.hs 2895

ATTACK ON NUENKIRCHEN ON 4 NOV 1944
(1) INFORMATION RECEIVED ON THAE ATTACK

(a)  No of airoraft 164, with full fighter escort.

. :
(b) Commend 't UsS. 8th AIR FORCE.
(e) Time : s 1214 - 1233 4 hours.
(d) Bombs ¢ 1832 x 500 1b. GePe

(41) DETAILS OF THE ATTACK

Bombs away are secn but no bursts are visible on completely cloud
obscured photographs. :

(iii) ANNOTATED PRINT: None prepared...

DECLASSIFIED

R

P~
2
<
Q |

\ g

N
m

Eg (iv) BOMB PLOT: None preparcd.
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< (v) PHOTOGRAPLS RECBIVED: , . |
SAV 95/1154 | 4 WOV 1944 12194 hrs. 1/42, 000 (F L.?“) 24,5001 tCt
S&v 96/677,678 " 1214ai " 1/25,250 (F.L.12")25,250t tC!
SAV 38&/786 737 " 12144 " 1/45,300 (F.L.?') 26,400% 1C¢
SAV 39q/1o79 1081 " 12144 " 1/43,500 35,6001 tCt
SLV 452/688,689 " 1218, " ;/44,900 " 26,200t 10t
SAV 486/537,539,542 " 123054 " 1/43,400 " ;- 25,400t (!
SAV 487/476,478,481 M 12834 ® 1l/42,800 " . 25,000' ‘ct
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ERADQUARTERS
NINRTY PIFTR BOMBAXDMENY OROUP (H)
0ffice of the Operations Officer

APO 589
8 Novamber 194

SUBJECT: Report of Operntios Officer = Mission of 4 November 1944 -
Neunkirchen, Germany.

T0 s+ Commmnding Offiser, O6th MM group (H).

% A lgudnu Formtion.

1. GRNERAL NARRATIVE: The 96 A Squadrom Pormsion took off at 0840 -
0849 hours, ¥ T1y &s 1ead squadron of 13 B Comba$ Group. Squadron assembly
was completed at 14,000' over the bhase by 0948 hours, and the formmtiom
olimbed to 18,000t*, Group assembly was made over the base at 1015 hours, and
the formation joined wing formmtien behind 13 A Group at 18,000' over bumcher
# 8 at 1047 hours.

Division assembly was entered at 1084 hours, opposite Buncher § 28,
and the English coast was crossed at 1108 hours, ten miles north of the
briefed scurse. Climd o bombing sltitude was started on the route across the
English Channel, and the Belgium coast was orossed at 21 ,000% over Ostend at
1122 hours.

" As the formation proceeded iniknd,;the undercast developed te 10/10
eloud layer, snd the group lead was teken over by the 96 B high squadron because
of Mokey fallure in 95 A gquadron lead airoraft. Yor the remainder of the
wission the 95 B Squadron flew as group lsader and reference is made to the
following report of the 96 B Squadron for the remainder of the mission. In
addition, however, the following peints are % be noted:

a. Because of lickey failure in both lead and high squadrons, bombs
= were mot dropped on the target, as it was too close to the
battle lines,

ba The Squadron returned to the base at 1447 hours, and landed at

2. AIRONAPY NOT ATTACKING: Ten aireraft plus two PPP A/C were dispatched
as showm {7 dlagram A. ALl sireraft were over the target, but bombs were

brought back because of Mickey failure. All twelve roqoiv.d sorties,

8. 1OST AIRCRAY?: Nene.




DECLASSIFIE

By% N;&R{x Date7’[29 7 Z r ';

Authority

' O P HMATI

de GEKBRAL HANRATIVE: The 95B Squadron, flyluy as high
squadron in 138 Cosbat Oroup, took off at U820-0540 hours and
asseudled over ilLs dase at 13,000 by 0930 hours, sy 1000 hours
the squadrcon had jJoined Group formation with 96&A 3quadron, and
climbed to 18,000 feet over the base in Group formation. The
958 Squadron remsinsd in Uroap forzation as mentioned in the
954 Squadron General Narrative, and took over the lead of the
aroup at 1189 hours. ‘

The eourse to the I.P. and targets wera flown by #lokey
fizes wiich later proved to de abu.t 20 miles in error. Yhen
the target area was crossed at 1319, neitusr tijs lead nor high
squadron Klckeys wers abls to plek it Upe 4 sog.nd run was
attempted at 1243, hut was not gompleted Becauss ths nmlc:uey falil-
ures. 7The roturn roulsd Lo the coast was flowa direct, without
refsrance o check points, .

The enemy ¢cast was crossed two ziles anorth of Ustend
at 14,000 feot at 1413 hours, and the English coast waa resched
st 1440 hours, 3,000 foes over Aldsburgh., The Squadron landed
at tie base at 1450-1501 hours,

2. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING: Twelve alroraft plus cns PFF
leader wers (ispatcusd s shiown in Clagrsm™B¥, 411 13 s!rerafs
ware over the target area, but no bombs wers droppsd becaise of
Eiekey failurs. A4ll reeeived sortiss.

S.  AIRCEArT LOST: YNone.
$5C SOUADRUN TDMATION

1o T ARAL NARRATIVE: The 95C Squedraon Poaroatl on Dlyleg
as low squadron in 138 droup, tos off at OcbO-031® hours. Sguadrsn
szd Oroup assesbly was affected at 17,000 fost cvar t7¢ Duge
by 1018 hourse, :

Fealference 1% mzde to tha adove renoris =° the 954 and
958 Squadrons for A general narrative of the remsinder 5! ivhs
- missiom, whier wiz flown ip e-mpony w th those pquadrons, In
addition, nowever, ihic following points are to be noted:

fa) 95C Sqadr:m, 11th ane FFP laanar, p moad (te
bombs on what was identified us vue target at lily, from 26,000
£ast,

{b) The sgisdroen landed at the base At 1448 - 1583
hours.

2. ALSCKAPT * . ai wCELNGY Twelve sirors:;t :lus one PFF
were dlspetched as azown in diseras "CY., all tuirvesn sirerult
were ovar tio target and regsivou sorcles.

3. LOST AIRChAIT: Hons.

THOMAS E. HOLBLUOK,
Lt. Col., Aly Corps,
Operations Offlcer.
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1. DATE Y/ /[l TARGET DULY OFF].CLJRL)

X

2. DBW___ GROUPQS' B . LA)MM 4/C_BXlO  W/TSTY~ T

336

POSITION Nf%(& LIPUTY LRt Yutos 4/C_ 8383 W/TwgmM- A
|\ :
3¢ EST. TAXI TDE_O7d0  ®ST. 7.0,187 A/C 90720 5T BASTOJAYETR BASE éﬁgg—#séo

Le I\.UIL’?»ER A/ G ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED l _72 N UMBER QF PFF I ‘\I”LJDED §
5. TAKE~OFF: 13T LAST LANDING: 18T LAST
6o . SQUADRON 33 ___NO. OF 4/C | CAL SIGNS: W/T_MWML
A/C $S%o ¢ : : s : : : - : : : :
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T g
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AT.R. 3)uys7: : < : 2 : : : : 2 : :
F.EM'S : : : : : : : : : : : : ¢
SQUADRON %eg . NO. OF A/C 1 CALL SIGNS: W/T_W G M~

O g H M B A P Y . Z Q &

A.T.0. : 830 : 5§31 1932 1539 18540 838 1 633 1589 ¢ 235 : g3s? 193¢

- AC_ i edeq 1El06. .&_JL 3 i‘.l,,.%ie:,&}ww S 3 12097 i WlL Y.+ & NN
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CONFDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
WIRKTY PIPTI BOMPARDMENT GROUP (H)
Offiee of the Cperations Uffiger P~2~30

4 Novenber 1944

SUBJET: lLesd Navigator'a Narrative, Wiaety Pifth "A" Squadren, Mission
of 4 lovember 1344, Ne.ukirohou, Cermany,

20 z Comuanding Offieer, $5th Dombardment Greup (H), A.A.F,

le Ve led Winety Picth "A" Squadreon which led 13th "8" Group. W
took of 7 ai OBA3S hours and squsdron assezbly was mads on BU§ 23 at 14000¢

o st 0945 hours. Group asswmbly was nade ca B7§ 23 at 18000¢ st 1018 hours.
N Wing ssse:zbly was made on B7# 8 at 18800' at 1047 hours. Ve were oppe~
site BUF 38 at 1064 hours,
N 8, e oreassd the English ceast at 51478 01197 st 1105 houwrs at
8 an algitude of 18000' ten miles east of Lriefed route ous. Unemy ceest
< § wes oressed in at 116N 03002 at 21000* at 1122 hours. High group took
r 2 over the lead at 1129 hours at H0545 0:21% at 82500'., Wriefed I.P, was
%‘KZ}{ supposedly used and we ware over the target at 1319 bhonrs,
Q
= v
E ) S 3, A second pass was made at the target but no resulis, PRriefed
sourse wes uvsed up to this point. ‘e took over lead at mypraoximately 50008

08008 at 1348 hours and orossed the M coast out at 140C haurs ai 130000
at 51168 ORB8K.

4. The Znglish coast wus crossed in at 5214N 01382 at 1509' at
1439 hours. i7e wers over the bass &t 1447 hours and landed at 1507 hours.
Havigationsl diffioulties were, miskey unit cut and alss no returns from
P § 27 unite

JYLIAN B, WITAREVICH
20d 1., air Corps,
Lead Mavigetor,
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HiaDQUARTERS
BINSTY VIFTH SOMBARDMZRT GROUP (H)
Offise of the Operations Officer Beim26

4 Yovember 1944

SUBJIOT: lLead Havijator's xarraiive, Niuvety Pifth "3 Zquadron, Mission
of 4 Noveuber lidd4, Neunkirehin, Germany.

0 ¢ OCommanding Qm.cr; 95th Bomberdment Group (i), A.AF,

le Ye were leading Winety Piith "i" Squadream, the high squadren,
We tack olf at 0830 heu 8. Squadrea agscably waz amade at 14000' over BU} 28
&t 0930 houre and group assemdbly was mace &t 14000' over the Lase at 1000
hours, Wing assembly was made over BU$ 8 at 1049 hours at 19000*, We
departed the inglish coass at 1100 heurs at 52301 Q1878 at en altitude eof

200007 ,

. @c orossed the Encay coast in three miles north of Ostend at
11233 hours at R2000', 7The flight plan mae followed on gourse when we took
aver at 49487 O410E. NKiekey fixes eff the besson (Serthern lLemson $# 1)
at this point showed us about 20 miles south of ceurss. These fixes sonte
fnued t5> show us that far south and hesding direstly inte the I.,P., The
fixes showel us about four miles erst of the I.FP., two milss off course and
heading am inte the tarzet. 7These fixca ware later preven to be between
20 and 25 amiles off in accordnunde with course from the beassn, always 20
miles too far from 1%, Thersfore we were betwems 20 and 25 miles north
of the I.P,

3. Eavigator used thess fixes to approash I.P, not inowlng them
that they were 2ff. He passsd the targnt and mickey epernter picked up
both bemgons 50 we did & 180° turn and then later another 189° surn te try
for anothsr mun, ™o eouldn'’t get the descons after the sesend turn 5o we
returned with ocur bombs, The hich and lead squadrons returmad their bombs
40 base while the lew squadron dropped its bombs,

4. We srossed the Euneny coust st at 1413 hours two miles north eof
Ostond at 14800°' and oressed 1o English oenst at 1440 hours at 52130 01808
at 2000*, we flew direodly in frem tar:e® ares not making chesk peints
good. We wers over the bese st 1448 hours and we landed at 1500 heurs,
Yavigation 4iffisultioen were fixes on besson betwesn 20 and 86 mfles off,

‘ | PERD J, PIEPER
o . | E - ’ *ﬂ ist m;. ALy 00”'0
. T Ieed Navigator,



o,

DECLASSIFIE

Authority .

s
ByL_—é NARA Date722’§j ) 2 : t

CONIIDINTIAL

ot § Mo D e ek

HuADQUAKTEKS:
HINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (Ii)
Orfice of the Operations Offlicer

AFO 589,
8 November 1944.

SUBJECT: Lead Kavigaterl Barratlve, 95th “g" 8quadron, Kigsion
of 4 November, 1944, Meuniklrchatr-» 8.

T0 ¢ Camuanding Officer, 96th Bomb Group (B), APO 55F,

l. %e lead Lhe 95 C 8quadron of the 13 8 Group. Our take-
off was at 0014, and Group assembly was made over the field at
17,000' at 1015,

2. Prom group ussembly, on our route and times were the
sare as the lead squadron. The only exception being that we drop-
ped our bombs on what we identified as ithe target, while the
other two squadrons did net drop.

S. Bombs went away at 1819 at 26,000 and on a heading
of 068.

4. V%o returnsd to base at 1447 and landed at 1453.

¥. P. DOBERTY,
&nd Ltt ALy Gal‘p'.
Lead N&visatw.

COf\dﬁ LNT'AL
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READQUARTRES
NINEYY PIFPH BAMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
Office of the Operations Offieer BewPu2b

& Heveuber 1044

SUBJROT: lesd Bambardier's Narrative, Hinety PLfth "C” Squadron, }iasiou
of & Fovamber 1944, Waunkirechen, Germanye.

10 ¢« Commanding Offiser, 96th Bombardment Group (), A.4.F,

1., Bombing Appresch snd Run « 95th "A" and "B" Group mickey's were
out of aemmission after turning om I.P, 50 I had my own mickey maks the
ron and killed rate with 4it, Res:l%s were unobisrved becsuse of oomplete
cloud coversge, however eleven and seven aile oheok points werse loosted.
Yiskey wasn't too goed and othey retumni were wesk,

8. Dispesition of Bomds ~ 13 A0 were dispatohed %o fly the 95th "G"
Low Bquadron in the 13%h "B" Group. fech A/C wer losded with 10 x 600§
ANeN64 G.F. boubs fused 1/10 nose snd x/q.o tail except 4/C §8040 which
sarried 6 x 800§ G.P. ANOMS4 bowbs fused 1/10 nose und 1/40 tail., all A%
drepped its full lead on the P.7.F, Sargs¥., Thus 128 x 800f ARel84 G.P,

bosbs were drepped.

. 8, Trpes ef Relesse ~ Of the 126 x B0OZ G,P. bombs dropped on the
P.P.F. targes all were salvoed armed.

4, Tadilar Swemary - A Bombs Pusing
Nain Bombfall Over Yarget Dombing Ne. Sise Type  Nose Teil
Weunkirchen, Germsny. 13 13 126 600F u-84 1/10 1/40
Tetal en Target. , Sene a8 Adeve,
Cther Expenditures, <]
Bombs Retwrmed, 0
rom(xmuma/amum). 126 B800f M-84 1/30 1/a0

L:30K SEETELOPY

8ad k., ALr Cerpe,
Losad Bombardier,

e W e VN ﬁf‘"\L



DECLASSIFIED

CQ;Q“ "‘u i:-N i 1AL

READQUARTERS
NINETY FIPTH BOMBARDK XZ? GROUP (R)
Office of the Operations Offieer ReF-318

4 Yeovenhor 1944

SUBJICT: Lead Bombardier's Nurrstive, Ninsty Pifth "C" Sguadron, Nission

10

of 4 Yovemher 1944, Tounkirehen, Gersmay.
s Commmnding Officer, #5th Dombardnent Group (H), A.A.F,

1 Narrative,

2s Bombing aids useld were BE-%+8 and {-2 gomputors and P.F.FP,
equipnent, _

b. Lett turn of 50° was made at the Initial PeinS.

o. Boud bay doors were epened at 121Z hours.

4. "A" and "B"'s wiekey was out of cimmission aftsr turning om
1.Py 30 I had By ovn xiokey make the run and ki led rate witk it.
Results were umabserved bessuse of sonplets eloud eoverage, however

oloven and seven mile cheok peints were loosted. Miskey wasn't toe
goed ond 9ther roturns were weak,

o+ Romring resvits were unebserved,
fo There are no suggested tactical shanges %o de made,
2, Hombardier's form 12«E madified is attached.

5. Dispesition of B.mbs - AA Bomde . Pusing
¥ain Bomhfall Over Target Poubing No. Bise Type Yose Tall
Neuskirehen, Germany. 13 18 16 500§ w64 1/10 1/40
Total on Targes. Same a8 Above,

Othor Empenditures, ]
Boxhs Returued,

Total (loaded on A/ taking off).

4. Types of Relesse - Of the 186 x 8008 G.P, boubs droppad on the

P.V.P, target all were salvoed armed,

LEOR SHENELOFY
2d IA,, Alr Corps,
lesd Bewbardier,

(™

PN ERIY hral
= SN AL

0
126 500§ u-84 1/10 1/e0
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HEADQUARTERS Vei-1,

BINETY PIFPTH BOMBAKDVENT GROUP (H)
0ffice of the Engineering Ofricer

APO 689
4 November 1944,

SUBJECTs Engineering Heport on Combat dission of ¢ Hovember 1944.

Commanding Offiocer, #6th Bombardment Group (H)., Attention:
1t Col MUMFORD. ’

TO '

l. The iollowing information is submitted comserning the combat
mission of 4 November 1944,

e Thirty-eight (88) 3-176 airplanes toek-off as scheduled,
B. Thirty-eight (38) B-173 airplanes returned to base at'ter

completion of missiom,
2. There were no abortive airplanes,

%, There was no battle damage.

CLARENC: b, FIELLS,
¥ajor, aAir Corps,
Bage Engr. Officer,
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K7ADQUART RRS
EINETY PEFTH BOMBARDMENY GROUP (1)
CFPICE OF TRR IWTELLIC NG OFFIQER
APQ 569

4 Fowenber 1944

$%J'G?! 3"3 i.ﬁﬁﬁtﬂl‘, a5 fhg 95 Bp 11,3 C.
7O+ Commanding Offfowr, 95 %amd Greup (i), AP0 5OO.

1. Ten 47C plus two YFF 4/C from Bhe 05th (reup took off beglming st
0840 hours to form the lead squadron of the 13 B Cambat lroup to abiamek
Houmkirahon. : '

twelve /¢ plus oms PFY A/C from the 986h Jroup took off beglming uk 0820
hours 55 fors the high aquadron of the 13 B Uombay Ureup 4o & timck Neunkirehom.

Twolve A/C plus eme PIF 4/0 from the 95th Greup %eek off bagisning at 06850
houra t» form the low sQuadrea of the 18 B Cambat Group to atimelk Heunkirehen.

2, %o ¥/A wers cosounterad.

2. Sarrage flek was ssoountersd in the targel ares, but meager ead
inmcourate. ‘

4, 95 C Squadren boubed thy PIF targes. The liekey Oporaber pioked
up the ter et nine miles away, Wt results were inpossible tomsess due to
mhifunchion in ¥iekey set. 55 A snd 90 B squadrous did not drop dus %o
wmalfunotion of FYF and Mioro-T sguipment.

5. Fighter suppers wss good,. ickay squipment on all four 1/C weat
ob. 7The missiom was flown 8 briafe: to a oheck peint before sthe iP, wvhem
high squedron took snethar lend 88 both PPF 4/C in the lend squadren re-
purted their equipsent out. Beancons were net beiug resekved right and Group
was about 30 niles nerth of IP. Hont nerth of targed and passed %o the
East whore & 180 dugrees turn was made %0 the ripht. Group cume beek west
alumost to original IP snd made another 180 degree turn to the ief¥ and a
shoond run on the sarget. Low sguadren dropped. Group turned left and came
twok north of course %o Belgian Const. ALl A/C lended Ly 1EC8 hours.

For the Imtelligecs Cffigar:

MILLLAN BOWAL
Aug't Be2 Officwr.
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PERIOD: 0001 hours 4 November 1944 to 2400 hours 4 November 194L., -

Ay STATISTICS R s

Missions Disp. Sorties Attacking Tomnage Claims B/ AA N/B OT Totale

Heevy Bomber Atks. 6 1160 11,9 1097 2989.3 000 © 3 0 3 6
Fighter Escort 16 831y 758 0 0 0-0-14 1 10 5 7
F Pighter Sweeps o o0 0 0 6 005 0 00 0 o
=B Fighter Bowbing O 0 O 0 0 000 O 00 0 O
% Photo Recan. 1 1 1 0 0 0-0-0. 0 -0 0 0 O
S < Weather Recon. 1L 47 & 0. 0 0«0-0 0O 00 0 O
- Air/Sea Rescue 7 25 2. 0 " 0 000 0 00 0 O
Special Operations 12 43 L3 ‘0 _0 000 0 00 0.0
.~ Totals 532105 2018 1097 2989,3 0-0-14 1 4 O© 8 13

o : » O=Q2G
# 12 spares, 8 used. ’ ’
7 In addition to above statistics one group Ninth Air Force P-5ls flew
general area support, No claims. ILosses: one P-51, cause unknom,

B. OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

1., Bomber Atitacks

28 combat wings (797 B-17s, 363 Bw=2hs = 1160 a/c) dispatched against syn-
thetic oil plants at Bottrop/elheim, GelsenkirchenMNordstern, oil refineries at
Hamburg/Harburg, Hamnover AMisburg, Hamburg/Rhenania and Benzol plant at Neunkircher
Six assigned targets. 1097 a/c dropped 2989,3 tons GP on all primaries and several
T/0s. All bombing by PFF except on Nordholz A/F. E/a opposition: nil, . Claimss
nil, TLosses: six a/c (four B-24s, two B-17s),

Pirst PForce

Six combat wings (228 B-17s) dispatched against Neunkirchen Benzol plant,
200 a/c dropped 557 tons GP on assigned target and three other targets at 1213~
1234 hours from 24,500-26,500-feet, Primary bombed on Micro-H, other targets on
PFF. Ieaflets dropped in Neunkirchen, Saarbrucken areas., Weather: 10/10 cloud
en.route and in target area, Flak: meager, inaccurate at Neunkirchen, Battls
damage: four minor, one major. E/a opnosition: nil. Claims: nil, Losses: nil.

SECREL
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Fighter Suprort: One group (77 P-47s) dispatched. Up 1056 hours, gown
1507 hourse 76 sortiess E/a opposition: nile Claims: nile Losses: nile

One group of P~5ls of Ninth Air Force provided additional area supports
Claims: mnils Losses: one P=51 to causes unknowne

Details of bomber attack as Pollows: -

Assigned Targets ' Dispatched Attacking Tonnage Results
, G
- Neunkirchen (coking plant) . . . 228 T L X 126,5 Unobserved

Other Targetes

Neunkirchen /Y. ' ' 13- 31l.5 Unobserved
Saarbrucken M/Y ' 35 96,0 Unobserved
Hamburg (T/0) —_— 1 3.0 Unobserved
Totals 228 200 557,0
Second, Force

Three combat wings (222 B-24s) dispatched against Hannover/Ifsburg 0il
Refinery. 210 a/o dropped 591.25 tons GP on assigned target at 1208 ~ 1211 hours
froy 25,500 « 24,500 feete Leaflets dropped on Misburge All bombing on PFF.
Weather: 3/10 - 10/10 oloud en routey 8/10 - 10/10 over target. Flak: intense
and acourate at targete Battle demage: 81 minor, 12 majors E/a opposition:
nile Claims: nil. ILosses: four B-24s (2 to AA, 210 unknown ceuses)s

Fighter Supporti Eight groups (48 P-47s, 372 P-5ls,= 420 a/c) dispatched
Up 0942 = 1005 hours, down 1429 = 1520 hourse E/a opposition: aporoxime tely .. v.
four to six Me-262s were sighted in Minden and Dummer Leke area, three of which
were engageds Sighted three Me-262s, and’threce Me~163s in Zwolle area, no comm
batse Miscellansous ground targets strafed resulting in 6 locosj 3 power line
towersy 9 barges destroyed; 100 box cars; 50 oil cars damageds Claims: O=Owl
aire Losses: three a/Zae (one P47 to E/A; onme P-51 crash-landedy believed
lended in France). . -

Detalls of bomber attack as vfollows: ot

Assigned Targets Dispatched Attecking Tonnage Rasults
~ .
Hapnover/Misburg (oil refinery) 222 210 591425 . Unobserved
Third Force

, Seven combat wings (257 B=17s) dispatched against Hamburg/Herburg 0il
Refinery. 249 a/c dropped 7335 tons GP on assigned target snd four other tar-
gets at 1142 - 1224 hours from 24,000 « 28,700 feete Primary bombed on PFF.
Weather: 100 in torget .area. Flak: moderate, inaccurate at Hamburge Battle
damege: 8 minor, 1 majore BE/a opposition: nils Olaims: nil. Losses: nile ..

SECREZX
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Pighter Support: Three groups (139 P~51s) dispatohed, Up 0951 = 0952 _
Bours, down 150 - 1539 hourse 12 sortiess E/a opposition: nil, Strefed A/
ear Osnabruock and mmerous other ground targets, destroying three locos amd !
ing two reilroad cerse Olaims: O0«=0wl ground, Iosses: two P~5ls (ome to

A end one believed safe in Belgium)e

- Details of bomber attacks as follows:

Assigned Tarpets Dispatched Attacking ~— Tommage  Regmlts
' ' &GP o
Bemburg/Harburg (oil refirery) 257 238 70L,0 Unobservel
Other Tarxgets _ :
L Nordholz A/F | 9 26475 Fuir  Gooj
_ ~ 2 7/0s : — 2 572 Urobserved
& Totels 257 @9 73345
8N
I= _
=8 5\\0'* Fourth Force |
2o e : ; S
<94 Pive oombat wings (193 B-d7s) Aispatohed against Hemburg/Rherania and
BT 5 DR o e oo sromen s tou o on senbe turwt apd
a . a - urs from v eety ‘Leaflets pped in
_§ﬂ burg area, All bombing on PFF. \’Veather: ’10/10 over targete Flaks moderate,
2 ‘} freccurate at Hamburge Bettle demage: 59 minor, 2 mejJors. E/a oppositions nil

Claims: nil, Losses: two Bwl7s (one to AA, one to unknown causes)y

~ Pightgr Support: Two groups (110 P-5ls) dispatcheds Up 1025 » 1029 -
hours, down 1520 » 1530 hours, BE/a opposition: nil, Claims: nil, Ilosses

nil. .
©Details of bomber attacks as followa:
Assigred Torgets Dimetched Attedking  Tomege  femife
Remburg/Rhenania DePud, Ge 193 186 450,0  Unobservel
Other Targets | | _ | | |
2 7/bs e _— 2 50  Uiobeexwved
| Totels w5 188 k5o
Fifth Foroe - ‘

: ' Three combat winge (119 B-17s) dispatched against BottropAelheim Syne’
thetio 0il Plant, 117 /o dropped 28445 tons GP on assigned target and sesopdw
ary target at 1142 = 1222 hours from 26,800 « 29,000 feety, Leaflets dropped om
Bottrope Primary bombed on Gee-H and secondary on PFF, Weather: 9/10 - 108
oloud in target area, Flak: moderate, generally accurate at Bottrope Babtle
demaget 21 minor, 3 meJor, B/ oppositiont nil, Ol&dms: nils Ymsses: nlle

SECREZ
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Fighter Support: One group (33 P=51s) dispatched., Up 1006 hours, down

, 1526 hours, 32 sorties. E/a opposition: nil. Strafed landing strip near Dummer

Lal;fa."w Claims: 0-0-1 ground. Losses: one P-51, believed safe in Belg:.wn.

Detéils of bomber attacks as follows:

Assigned Targets Dispatched Attacking  Tonnage Results
GP
Bottrop/elheim (Syn. 0i1) Yo v o1 220,0  Unobserved

Other Targets

Sl

Hamm M/Y 26 6.5 Unob ser?éd

© " fTotels < 1y 117 28115

N

Sixth chr'ce

Four combat wings (141 B=24s) dispotohed against Gelsenkirchen/Nordstern
0il Refinery. 133 a/c dropped 368,12 tons GP on assigned target dt 1146-1150 hour:
from 23,000-24,000 feet, All bombing on PFF, Weather: 8/10-10/10 at target.
Plak: moderate, fairly accurate a.t Gelsenk:.rchen. 'Ba'ttle' damage: 32 mipoy.
Claims: nil, Losses- nils _ \ o o ,

K

F:Lghter Support: One group (52 P-lg.‘]s) daspatohed Up 101 hO;J.'t‘S, down

1351 hours, - 50 sorti¢s, E/a opposition: nil, Claims: nil. Lossgs: one P-47,

believed safe in Belgium,

Detalls of bomber attacks as follows: ) ) L

Ass:.gned Targe_a t Dispatohed Attacking Tonnage Results
GP ‘
Gelsenkirchen/MNordstern —
(0il Refinery) e e 133 368,12 . Unobserved
2., Fighter Bscart :

Sixteen groups (177 P-47s, 654 P=51s - 831 a/c) dispatched to support
bombers, Up 0942-1056 hours, down 1351-1539 hours. 758 sorties. Groups éscort—
ing bombers against Hamlover/M:.sburd sighted appraximately four to six Me=262s in
the Minden - Dummer Iake area,.three of which were engaged; three Me-262s and
three Me-163s were sighted in. Zwolle arca, no combats; 12 Mc-109s sighted on deck
in Lingen area, no combats. Claims: Om0-1 (Me~262) air, 0-0-2 ground. Iosses:
seven a/c (one P-47 to e/a, one P-51 to AN, one P-51 crash—landcd one P~47, three
P-51s believed safe on Continent).

«. * One group of P-51s of Ninth Air I‘orce prov:.ded additional area support .-
fﬁf‘wbomberg attaclang Ncunk:x.rchen. CQlaims: nil.  Losses: ong P~51 cause unknown.
..-» e ST . . .

‘,’.."" .' o ’ §_E o
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3¢ Righter Sweeps
Nl

ke Pighter Bombing
Nii,

50 FPhotc Rocommaissance

pe— AN . atm T o0

S O Mogouite completed photo recomaissance over Charleroi, and Haina
Ste Paul. A/c revurned safolys . .

. be Weather Réco'nna.'..vsance

7 a/c {1 B-1/, 5 B=24s, 36 P-515, 5 Mosqultoes) ulspatched.-

11 a/c (1 B-i7, 5 B=2Ls, 5 Mosquitoes) on roibine weather recommaissance
as follows:. ove BL7 end two B=2is cump‘l.eued veather £1ight over sea northwest
to Land®s End; two pe24s returaed £ rom roubinz resmmaissarce - to Lagens and
Azores; cne ,w.',. on routine recomaisscnce to Lagens and Azores; two Mosquitos
completea weablior £light over England end Irelands throo Mowguitos completed
weather fiight to Blgium, west and northeast Fre.nce, and north and southwest

Germany. 4ll a/c returned safelye

36 P=51ls weather scouts for bomber formationse Three aborts. All a/c
returned safely,

7. Air/Sea Rescue
23 a/c (17 P=47s and 6 P-5ls) ai tched ‘on Alr/Sea Rescue patrolse

Iwo ditchings of bombers reported, one letely destroyed and no surviwve
ors; searchontimies for survivors of othexj cy All ar/c retu:me‘d safely.

8+ Special Operations |

L3 a/c dipetched on special operations as follows:

Dey « & November 19LL.

25 a/c (18 P~5ls, 6 P-7s, 1 B=17) dlspatched on rzdio relay. All a/c

returned safely.
12 B-17s. dispntohed on sarociing oporations. A1l a/c rgturnod safely.

Night = Mﬁ November 194k

6 B-2hs dlspatched on ROM xm.ss:x.ons, Jamming between 1715 -~ 1930 hours .
hours and 2000 = 2030 hours. 411 a/c returned safely.

e Yt — |
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C. INTELLIGENCE '

1. Enemy Air Opposition

No e/a opposition was encountered by bomber faormations, although escorting
fighters encountered small numbers of Me~262s and a few Me-163s over a wide area
ranging from Celle NE of Hannover to the Zuider Zee area. R/a activity consisted
chiefly of Me-262s operating singly and in flights of three or four. These e/a
appeared to be principally concerned with attacking straggling fighters, yet on
one occasion an attacking Me-262 went through one of our fighter formations with
possibly as much intention of disrupting as inflicting damage on the cscort.
Sightings indicate that one P=47 and possibly one P=-51 may have been lost to e/a
attacks, One of three Mc-262s engaged by a P-47 group in the Dummcr Ioke area was
claimed damaged. The largest number of Jet a/c seen was in the Zwolle area where
three Me-262s and three Me-163s were reported in separate flights, line abreast,
flying on a course of 100 degrees. '

X

&

e
i
b

a
<] \
& NS The only conventional type e/a reportcd were 12 Me-109s which, when
2 ‘Qé sighted on the deck by a P~51 group near Lingen, made a 180 degree turn and headed
5 x g east to evade in the clouds,
) )
Az = 2.. Flak
RN _ .
ERE Hannover = intense, accurate.
< A Bottrop - moderate, acourate.
Gelsenkirchen ~ moderate, accurate.
Cuxhaven - moderate, acourate.
Hamburg - moderate, inacourate,
Minden - meager, inaccurate. 3 ’.
Neunkirchen - meager, inaccurate,

3+ Observations

15 oil storage tanks at 5337N-~0932E.

Heavy traffic in Bems-Wesser Canal at 5250N-075CE.
M/Y with many tank or flat cars at 5238N-0458E.
Two destroyers in harbor at 5236N-0527E.

Seven ships anchored south of Borkum Island,

L, Damage to Enemy Installations

Nordholz A/F - Fair to Good Results |

Bomb bursts in SE dispersal area. Direct hits were made on the hangars,
shelters and u/i buildings. .

A1l Other Targets

Smoke screen and '::heavy cloud cover preventé definite assessment of damage,

NOTE: The foregoing is based on preliminary reports and is not
to be used for recard purposes,
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