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INFORMATION RECEIVED ON THE ATTACK:

616, with full fighter escort.
U.S.. 8TH AIR FORCE,

1206-12444A hourse

2706 X 500 1b0 G‘QPQ

6012 x 250 1lbe G,.P.

(a) No. of airoraft
(b) Command

(c) Time

(d) Bombs

W e w8

DETAILS OF THE ATT..CK:

(a) 411 photographs received are either partially or completely cloud
obscured meking plotting of all the bursts impossible, In addition
an efficient smoke screen is in operation and at no time during the
‘attack is the target area visible.

(b) Bursts are visible in areas other than the target as follows:

(1) 4t least 120 E,E, are seon in open ficlds near the village of

QWEIS, 61/2 miles East of HALLE.

(2) approximately 35 4,B. are scattered in open fields 6 miles
South=Southeast of the snythetic oil plant at MERSEBURG.

(3) At least 75 H,E. are seen sccttored in open fields 2 miles South-
: eest of the il plant. 4 poscible hit is seen'on a small rail
bridge in thizs aresa. '

(4) Eight are svon scattered in open fields 3 miles East of the oil
plante :

{5) Four ars seen in opcn fields 4 miles Fast-Southeast of the oil
plante
(6) At least 60 are seen in open fieldg and on the autobahn near the

town of REIDEBURG, 4-1/2 miles Rast of HALLE. Three probable
hits are seen on the autobahn.

(7) At least 30 are scattered in the open fields 3-1/2 miles East
-of HALLE. L
(8) 8ix are seen near a rail line 3 miles South-Southeast of the

~0il plante-

(9) Fifty are seen in open fields bordering a railroad 2-1/3 miles
Southsast of LELITZSCH, which is 19~l/2 miles Northeast of
JAERSTEEURG e o ' : :

(10) Ten H,E. erc secn in flelds 4-3/4 miles Southwest of the LEIPZIG
passenger stotion. Other scattered bursts are visible 2000
'~ yards Southwest of this poiunt. ' :

(11) Thirty-five arc seen in fields 7 miles Northwest of the oil
: plante :

(12) 84ix ar: scen in open areas 3-1/2 miles South-Southwest.of
BRUNS#ICKe-

(13) 4 concentration of at least 75 is seen in opon arcas which are
-unplatieds ' '

(14) Bombs are seen falling in a Southeasterly direction over the
' Bustern part of LEIPZIG. Bursts are unplottable because of
cloud covers ’ '

~ /(16) Bombs away are secn over the

"‘.
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(iii) SMOXE SCREZN:

s away &l
- bursts are seen.

(16) Bombs are seen falling in & North Northeasterly direction over
‘ tho South part of BRUNSWICK, but olouds hide the bursts.

A very efficient smoke sereecn is seen in opcratlon ot the time of the
attack.

ACTIVITY:~

(&)

VERSEBURG AIRFIELD:

(1) The §outheust corner of the aarfleld is cloud obscureds The
remainder is covered on poor quulity phobographs.

J

(2) B&leven, possibly 13, alrcraft are visible as follows:

Type - Hengur irea S,W. Dispersal W. Side N. Side ‘E, Side
Large R LR 1 2 1
Medium 3 ' 2, pos- 1, pos=-

sibly 8 pibly 2

3 o1 g 4 1
4 large hangars 4.

..

(3) The landing ground is serviceables

(4)  Wine aircraft were visible on 16 SEP 1944 (USTGR/3325).

(b)

(c)

HALLE (NIETLEBEN) £IRFIELD*

(1) Two possible small aircraft are visible in the Southwest corner.
(2) The landing ground is serviceable, |

(3) On- 18 AUG 1944 (US7GP/3004), no airoraft were visible.
HALLE/FLEM ATRFIZLD .

(1) Four poss1ble aircraft are visible as followsy

Type N.We' Dlspersal SeEe Dispersel
. \
Small 3 possible 1 possible
(2) The landing grbﬁnd appears serviceables -

(3) On 26 AUG 1944 (US7GR/3085),. three airoraft were present,

- (4)

(o)

HALLE MARSHALLING YARD: |
The yard is heavily loaded.
LEIPZIG MARSHALLING YARD (3 miles W.S.W. of main station):

 The loading is light.

ANNOTAT D PRINTs Nones

BOMB PLOT: Kone prepared.

PHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVEDs . X

/SAV 91/770 2 NOV 1944 12444 hrs. 1/47,000
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0 (Fale 7%) 27,500t

: 47 ; 00( B!
12435 " - 1/27,200 (F.L.l2%) 27,200*
12295 % 1/26,600 ( " ) 26,500 ®
Unknown - 1/45,400 (F,L, 7%) 26,400* *
1238-12064  1/45,800 (" ) 26,700% -
- h!‘S. o '
1096, 1232-12384 17,250 (F.L.12") 27,260' °
B ~hrs. ' ‘ :
* 95/1147,. - ® 12214 hrs. 1/47,600 (F.L. 7%) 27,800' "
1149, 1150 S ' ‘ ' ,
" 95/1148 7 - % . 12'2i hrs. 1/27,600 (F.L,12") 27,600' ‘C*
DSyge e L e L e e
¢ e : . ) FnLc fsl '
v 100/981-988, " 1226, " 1/47,000 ( % ) 27,500t "
-988”989"" ‘ :
Z 2z " 100/987 W " ® . 1/25,000 (F,L,12") 25,000t 1!
,gg g " 305/889, 830" 1230, 12884 . 1/47,000 (F.L. 7") 27,500'. 'B!
2\55 4‘ ' .o A ) hI‘S. .‘ . } .
E 28 * 306/1047, " 12394 hrs. 1/46,200 ( w . ) 27,0000 ¥
2cy 1048 o - : R
o V; ; n 385/856-858 M - 12265 " 1/44,500 ( " ) 25,000t M
& S " 388/731.734 " 12206 M 1/46,200 (" ) 27,000+ *
v E 3 " 388/735 " 18094 " 1/25,600 (F.L.12") 23,600' "
=g ° " 390/}834,' m 1221, " 1/48,000 (F.L, 7") 28,0001 ®
[V ‘ 5 : : |
‘ 0 390/1078 0 m W w 1/26,800 (F.L.12") 26,800t - ®
" 398/426-428 " - 1288L . " 1/24,800 ( " ) 24,300 ¥
W 398/429, 430 " oM 1/42,000 (F.Le 7") 24,500t "
" 401/761-763  ® 1241, " 1/43,100 " 26,3001 "
o damer ow o WL YERe BRI Mo v
: i . . 7, F..‘:s. F ] '
" 452/679-683, " 1218, " 1/46,200 ( % ) 27,0000 "
685 : ,
" 4575540 " 1231 W 17;7,500 (FeL.12") 27,500t ¢!
" 457/641, 645 " W w 1/45.800 (F,Le T") 26,750t ®
" 48C/527-529, M 1206-1226A  1/45,400 ( "™ ) 26,500' 'B'
531, 532 - " hrs. - '
" 487/469 " 1220; hrs. 1/27,500 {F.L.12") 27,500 "
" 487/471; 472 " m % 1/45,800 (F,L, 7%) 26,750* " e
" 493/334, 386 " ' 1217, 12194 w (% ) 26,700t " ' S
" 493/389 - " 12274 wrs.  1/27,000 (F.L,12") 27,000+ "
0 487/220 Unknown Oblique (F.%} 6 LI "
R o . . 3 8")
0 493/110 " oo " (PoL. 6= 26,700 ®
: ‘ , . 5/43")
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synthetic 0il Plant and Ammonla & Nltrogen
Wot'ks of 1. G, Barber Indus’crle AuGe - )

Igs W:Lth damgxge to the targ;e‘b between 1130 B hrs on
. A-hmirs on 14 NOV 1944, This inoludes the attaoks
8th AR FORCE on 28 SEP (Sa. 2767), 7.007 (84 2511).

8 NOV (sa 2908) ; _

gz
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g = 2 quali’by of the cover i‘b is 1mpossible to give a
g 7 ] Smne damage h.owever is v:.s:.ble sca‘b‘tered throughe
& 4 , ,
~ E% S ”gas'plant appeara to have moderate roof damage, 407 of the .
Ve ) £ & conbagt oven ‘house has been destroyed, md a eompressa
: 'woof damgges Three gas holders appear to have :

‘ );twu boiler houses have slight roof demages In  °
orptlon Housc has been hit at one end, ancAmmonium
ytuxlmately L/B of roof destroyeéd, end an. unldentified

ished. o \

1
e { appearércollapsedi‘ e
: o 11 gas lders:‘ appear collapseds
modera.ta roof damegese "

-

‘.v'an ?ouseg 407 of remaining roof destroyed.
 'Boiley Hpuses-‘ slight roof damage. T SR N
o8 or Housets soattered roof demage, | L | :
: tsulfate 8ilo: 1/6 of roof destroyeds B
Yok N TNt
Ammﬂnia¢ab‘orptlon Houses roof demaged at one. ende - IR

) RS
+ ’ @

o Unide: ii‘iedshed; destroyed'. Sl 4 T

‘ This report 13 aubaect to oorrection and ampllfloatlon from a mpga
&eﬁéiled aesessmen%. ; _ ‘

lé:’bh Squadr Ole’

43D D E' oF PHOTOGRAPHY: 1322 A hrs on 14 NOV 1044,

'

o .COVER AND QUALITY: Almost complete Cover fairly poor quallty.‘:

_ LA$T REPORT: K. 5181 18sued on 20 SEP 1944, .
R \;»cowmrxm SORTIE USED: 1,06(}/2908 (.5030/5) 14 SEP 4ty
¢ . PRIND D‘ISTRIBUTED: 3013 - (%o follow when aVo.ila.ble)
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HEBADGUARTERS |
KIﬂETY FIFTH BOMBARDMZNT GROGUF (H) !
Office of the Operations Ofiliger

APO 559.
3 November 1944.

SUBJuCT: HReport of Operations Oifieer, iission of 2 Bovember,
1944. XNerseburg, \

T0 ¢t Comusnding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), aPU B59,. ‘
28 A 8quadron Formation . \

1. OuNERAL NARRATIVES The 95 A Squedron formution, flye-
ing as lead monadron of 13 A Combat Group, tock off at O8l4 -
0824 hourn. «s2sembly was effected over the base at 10,000' by
0900, wuu the w6 high and low squadrons took their positions
prior ¢ depzrture from the base, Wing assembly was made over
Eadleigh at 0945 hours, and the Uroup entered division assembly
over buncher 12 at 0850 hours. -The ecoast was crossed over
Orfordness at 10086 at 10,000' and elimd to bombing altitude
was started, The enemy coast was crossed on courss at 1054
hours st 17,300'. Shortly afterward the 13th Combat Croups ine
creased sirspeed by five miles per hour, following the poliey
of preeeding groups which were attempting to close thsir gap.
The course to the I.F. was flown as briefed; though navigation
was largely PFi’ because of undercast and hage. The I.F. was
erossed at 27,000!' at 1212 hours, and the formation ¢limdbed an
additional 800' en route to the target in order to avoid cloud
interference, Bombs were dropred in group formation on the
PFF flare markers at 1281 hours, and after a right turn the
rally point was reached at 1228 hours. At this point the lead
PYP equipment failed, and the high squadron deputy leader took
over. The route home was flown as briefed, and the formation
arrived at the base 2t 1511 hours, landing at 13528 - 1534 hours.

2. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKINGs Twelve aireraft, including
one PFF leader were 4 1) as shown in diagren "A", All
twelve alrcraft were over the targat and recaived sortisa,.

3. LOST AIKCRAFTI Ko. 42-102679 - Cripzled by ilak
over target; last heard from on route out at 12,000 feet, with

ons (1) feathered and another engine on fire.

THOMAS . HOLBHUUK,
Lt. Col., air Corps,
Cperations Oilicer.
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HEADGUARTEES
RIGETY PFl.ia wooBa DuedT h00 (5)
Offlee of the vieprations “fficar

we 559,
s Lwvewber lu44,
N
SUBJ.LLIs  heport of Operations Uffieer, Missilon of 2 Noveuver,
lu4e4. serseburg.

¥

TU + Commanding Cfficer, ¢8th tovdk Group (0!, ary 859,

956 b HSquadron Formatlor

L. GENEIAL NARRATIVE: The 95 B Squadron, flying as hign
squadron, of the 13 A Combat Grouy, took off at 080 - Oulg
nours. .ssembly was made over the base at 11, -0 fezt, <Lhe squ
aquadron took 1t's position in the group forcation at L3lL hours
Heference is made to the above repcort of tane 58 A Squedron tormatlior
for the re:ainder of the mission. In aaditlon, howsver, the
folluwi:z polnts are to be noted,

{a) Bombs were awsy at 12204 hours on a true heading
of 130° at an altitude of 26,5000fest.

(b) At 1264 hours, 51°5g'N, 10°25's, ané av an altitude
26,000 fest, on the rsturn rcute, the 35 B Squadron took over the
lead of the Group. The route osut was rlown sligucly to . he
north of briefed course until the pousitiuvu at B2 LElY - O8%3utk
was resched, and froa there Lls brlafed course was folluwwu, The
Lnemy coast wa: crossed at ld4lo h urs and at an saltitude ol 21,000
feet., The .r;lish coast was creossed on briefed course at 1456
hours and an altitude of 6,000 fcet., .he base was resched ut
1507 h urs, and the formation landed &t 1513-1533 hours.

2o A_RCEAST NOT ATTHCLTGr Twelve alrcra.te plus one i
lead were dlepatched &8 shown in Llagrsa "B". one (1) a/C io.
2447, aborted from the {ormatl n a:ter crogsing the unemy coast,
and 18 credited with a sortie. The remaining twslve aircraft
were over the secondary terget £s zhown in Dlagrar "1 " and

ere credlitad witn sortles,

3. ALRCHA!T L Ei3  Hone,

THOKAS H, HOLBROOK,
Lt. Col., Alr Corps,
Operations Ufiicer,
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3 Roverber 1944,

UZI0Ts Report of Operatlons vifleer, lilssion of 2 November,
1944, Herscbury,.

i
t

TC : Commanding Ofrieer, 38th bonb Group (i), Ar0 559.

85 C Squadron foraation

1, GEFarAL NAKKATIVis The 95 C E«uadron forxatlion, flying
as low squadron in the 18 A Combat 3rou , took off at 0630-05482
hours. asssembly was made over the base &t 3,000 feet, The 3b C
Squadron tuok it's position in the Group iormat:on at &he same
altitude while e¢ireling the base at 085C nours, '
Neferenes is made toc itne above reports o, Lhe 95 A ard

85 B Squadron formations for tne remainder of the wissicon, In

addition, howsver, the following polnts are to be noted:
(&) OLombs were away &t 1241 hours on & true heading of

121° and at an altitude oi 27,500 faet,
(b) The furmat on landed at ine base 8t 1535-1043 nours.

2. aliChAarT NUT ATTACKAINGt Twelwvwe alrcrait [lus o.e :{iF
1.3¢ were dispatched as snown in iiegram "C". Jne (1) A/C, No.
1867, because ol mechanical makfuntion, was irorced to leave the
fornation and jettison it's bumbs Just short of tne I..., but is
credited with a sortie. The resalning twelve alrorsai i wsre over
tue secondary targev &3 shown in Dlagram "1-(" and sre credited

ol e

w.tn Boriea,

& AL URACT LUETT None.

THOMAS H., HOLBROOK,
Lt. Col,.,, air Corps,
Operstions Officer.
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b NmfﬂBERsA/_C ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED .- J2

TARG;_.T o puy OFFIcms w(%gﬁ_@wb\/v

.o

__DSPUTY Lok, ZF.

’GRGUP _i 'g" . L_JAJJ'uR/j d’(

%M_,A/c 3557 Ng

. 414 ]

A/c.zzi.ﬁ.._wmm_;_

T 4/0 mna ETD BASE eﬂvEm BASE, wsr

5. TAKE-OFF: 13T LAST - | LANDma-

6. |'SQUADRON___3%4 _MO. OF A/C__> 3

IBFR OF PFF INCLUDJJD b i

8T “LasT

CALL. sm\rs - W/T_ NSJ

4/C : : I : et T s R i
A.T.0, : G2 : : 3 RS s : 3
AT.R, 2Sh) HSIY : 3 . Ly e 3 3 :
REM!S. : it 3 PN R i i 3

oo Jou tow Juo

ss Seo fan Jos

[ 2% IS ITR I%Y
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© 5T4,

| {,DATE g ”Z g f |
. DBW 4; ﬁ ' croUP ﬂ_ GP LEADIR, th SV T TIA
o , | e g 2 TN
‘»‘~PQQITION jﬁ»;yla | D‘:PUTY LDE ﬂw@ A/cz//z«g W/T_PDH

Esr TAXT TIME_”&_‘ _z__&b 1.0.18¢ A/c,gao ¢730 STD BASE 3215 mTn BASE /45T

50

6,

L

":SQUADRON 329 NO. oF AC. 2 __CALL SIGNS: W/T__NSJ

DU‘LY OFFICERS [14»__1 Pevtry

o4o

TARGM»

W/T Egﬁf

NUMBEIR 5/G ORTGINALLY SCHLDUI_ED /3 NUMBER OF PFF INCLUDED___J
TAI£E~OFFx ST LAST_ . LANDING: 18T___ . LAST

AALIISSVIDAQ

7.

‘EXPLANATI&)N: AlI‘crafL F,T O., R vZes Lr.mdwd away i‘rom Ease, and Out.:tcmcL'xg.

AC e ¢ 8 4 o s 3 : P : 3 i
4£,T.0.. :ﬁav : m: : R T T K ¥ s :
. AJT.R, :1»;;;0 /5"53: AR TR BIONUR R ) :. 5 B : : :
CREMIS, s o ¢ AT AR SE IR H : : it
 SQUADRON ___CALL SIGNS: W/T__PDH

CAC s gt g : s : :
Aad0ar 2 MLMQ_&;XQ% 2. g/ 3 i

.Y : -m&ms J;{_@ HEWR HA L 2 P
: BEM'S S S S b, : : : :

; SQUADRON”* SR NO. OF A/C e i CALL STCNS: - W/T '

. "\‘l N\

- A/C $ : : : : : 5. : g : : 3 :
A.T.0. 3 : 5 : : : : X : : : : i
AsT.Re 3 : 3 : : : : t 3 3 : :

REM!S : R Y : : : :

 SQUATROI, N0, OF A/C___ . GHIL STGNS: W/T.

AC s s : : L : 3 8 : : : : :
AT.0,. ¢ : : : : : : : 3 $ 3 : :
A T.Re 3 ; $ 3 2 : : K : : : $ 3
RIMIS . s : t : : $ 2 i { 3 : : :

J.)E v} .[ s

SODN IETTER NUMBSR wr:ou’ o i TEERKS. ) SORTIE

.

b ZJIV') : :
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- DBY_/4 GROUP 45" GP. L.JAmR g'ﬁﬁf ﬂmﬁ 5/c z:éa W/T mgg

DATE 2/4) gm TARGET . DUIY OFFICERS Clqaf d"mm

27 L
POoII‘ION Yo DEPUTY LDR. 13’ f. %@%M A/c:m—p W/T 5551

dNN Guopny

' SQ.UADRON 4 m or A PRSI S ALTT. QTANS. W/

3e ' EST, TAXI T, Oke 0IEQEST. T.0.157 4/C @ep80 ogoz BT T BAST4RoETR BASEJYSE

Le NUIBER £/C ORIGINALLY SCHEDUIED . /3 mmwre OF PFF INCLUDED Y o

5. TAKE-OFF: 18T LAST____ LANDDNG: 16T TAST__

6. SQUADRON __NC. OF'A/C_, ___CHLL SIGNS: W/T '
SQUADRON__ 334 | MO d 1, sTaNs: W/T_NSJ

AC = : : : 3 R PR D :

4.T.0, ¢ : : : . I : & R : L : g
A.T.R, 1534' : g Ny 5 NN -t : : : i
REM!S, : : : 3 N ERRRRE 3 : : : 3
SQUADRON__ 33¢ _ wo..or afc__ _ JR  omnoswonss wi KKS .
”‘,'P"&_Y M w J R.
A/C L TS : : :

8 T.0. ;3'1a~tzz_,. iZ3Y: _,_zﬂ.___.. |

TR, j;mgm ./{s‘b 14537 /838 /536G 1 /5UZ .
REM!S g : : : : :
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HEADQUARTRRS EIGHTY AIR FORCE
4 AAF STATION.101
AR 6sh -

INTOPS SUMI\LARY 'NO 186

PERIOD: 0001 hours 2 November to 21..00 howc's 2 November 19l;l|.

OSSGS

Missions Disp. Sorties A% 55 ofnage Glaims B/57 M N/E OT Totals

‘Heavy Bomber Atks.” 5 1168 1133 1100 2652, 1 36-35-27 L 1k 2 10 40

Pighter Escort 17 93ex 842 0 0 132-5-254 1 210 15 28
| : - 25-0-0 G | |

Fighter Sweeps 0 c 0 0 0 0-0-0 0 0 0 O 0
 Fighter Bombing o o0 0 0 0 000 000 0O O
FPhoto Recon. . 5 5 5 o 0 , O-O—Q 000 1 1.
Weather Recon, 10 42 % 0 0 000 000 1 1
Adr/Sea Rescue o o o 0o o0 000 000 0 O
' Speoial Operations _k _ 37 _3] _ 0 _ 0 000 0 00 0 0
| Totals 41 2186 2057 1100 2652,1 168-40-524 15 16 12 27 70

25-0-0 G

x 17 spares, 11 used. '
xx In addition to above statistios, one group Ninth A.F'. P=38s flew Dot
general area support. 34 dispatched = 31 sorties. No claims, No losses.,

B. OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

1. Bomber Attacks

. Thirty combat mngé (814 B-17s, 354 B=24s - 1168 a/c) dispatched in five
farces against synthetic oil plants at Merseburg/leuha, Castrop-Rauxel, Sterkrade

- (Holten) and Blelefeld/Schlldesohe RR and M/Y¥. Four ass:.gned targets., 1100 a/o

dropped 2652.1 tons on all primaries and several T/Os. All bombing by PFF except

. .foroe on Bielefcld, Heavy opposition met by two forces in Merseburg target area,
" /Bacorting fighters attacked by approximately 500 s/e_e/a plus 15 Me-163s, - Bomber
‘,;v.~01aims- 36—35~27. Losses- 40 a/c (39 B-vl?.; 1 B-?.l..). ‘

§.§_C._Ri..,.?. :

el



" SECRET

Pirst Force

Twelve combat wings (460 B=178) dispatched against Merseburg/Ieuna Syn-
thetic 0il Plant. 436 a/c dropped 1029.7 tons GP on primary and 8 T/Os at 1203-
1238 hours from 23,800~28,500 feet, Primary bombed on PFF. Ieaflets dropped on
Merseburg, Weather: 6/10-9/10 en route, 10/10 over target. Flak: intense and
very accurate, Battle Damage: 252 minor, 87 major, E/A Opposition: strong enemy
effort curbed by escorting fighters, MNo e/a sighted prior to arrival at IP. At-
tacks on stragglers by 10 FW-190s and 5 Me~109s, Approximately 9 Me-163s made
single attacks on one group., Claims against Me=163s, 2-1-1., Total Claims:
6-2-2. losscs: 12 a/o (7 to AA, 1 to non-cnemy, and. ) to unknown ‘rcasons ).

Fighter Support: Bight groups (483 P-51s) dispatched, Up 0930-1012 hours,
down 1500~1530 hours, 433 sorties, One additional group of Ninth Air Farce P-38s
provided general area support (figures not included in above statistics - 34 P-38s.
dispatched, 31 sorties, No claims or losses). BE/A Opposition: strong enemy de-

é \ !k fensive effort met in target area by approximately 200 ¢/a. Breakdown of oppo‘si— '

% ol g tion encountcred by individual groups as follows:

w2

5 ) Group 1 - 15 plus Me-163s and A plus Me~109s encountercd S and E of Merseburg.

g s % ‘ 2 Me-163s and 2 Me-109s desiroyed in combats, One Me=163 came - -

= %‘ N | through bomber formation in target area and was caught by group
gﬁ leader on making 180 degrcc turn. Other Me-163 destroyed.in s:.mllar
Z a8 manner near Ieipzig,

Group 2 = Approximately 20 FW-190s and Me=109s encountered W of Naumburg (S of
Merseburg) attacking rear combat wings. Majority of e/a-evaded.in.
overcast, Claims; 1-2-2,

Group 3 = 15 plus Me~109s and L*.I-—19Os dived. through last combat \r:.ng in Mul-
hausen area (approximatcly 65 miles W of Merseburg), 9=0~0 claims
in combats to deck, . , '

Group 4 = 100 s/e e/a sighted in gaggles of approximafely 30 plus a/c each on
SW course from Merseburg., Icad flights routed force, brcaking it
into elements of 2, 3 and 4 a/c, Claims; 18-1-2,

Group 5 = 12 Me-109s sighted S of Merseburg, 2 e/a engaged to deck for claims
of 1=-0-1,

Group 6 - 6 Me=109s and 2 I’W—190s atbacking bombers in vicinity of Mulhausen
engaged for claims of 1-0-0, Two jot-propelled a/c seen N of Zeita
and vicinity of Einbeck.

Group 7 = Trailing flight attacked 6 Me-109s making pass on bombers NW of
Merseburg for claims of 1-0-1, 25 plus Me-109s engaged W of Naum-
burg after e/a had completed pass at bombers. 7 e/a destroyed. U4
jet-propelled e/a encountered before target but e/a evaded.

Group 8 - 20 Mec-109s from vicinity of Ieipzig attacked bombers S of target.
Group claims 3-0-4., One lone FW-190 destroyed on deck NW of target,
6 Me=163s seen in Naumburg arca, evading due to high speed.
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f,]vil Plant, 215 a/a dropped 478.5 tons @

. smemEr
.grmj smf:).ng attewks ﬁhree g!oups mde claims of o-o«; gliders,
' ‘and ’1-0~36 froight ears,,  Another group strefed A/F ‘bolieved to
A/P. 5. 8/a"0/a ‘dostiayed on the gronnd,. Total olaimss
_»‘25-0-0 m-amﬁ Laasas: 15 9'53-5 (&t laast a/c are bels.eved safely

Tonnage  -Results
901.7 Unobserved
- 29,0 Unobserved
56.5 Unobserved
LZ 5 - Unobserved
- 3029,7 ‘

against Merseburgﬂﬁuna Syntheitio
4 ard 3 T/0s at 1230-1243 hours
Merseburg..« All bombing on FFF.

s;zx combat wings (223 B—l?s) &ispam&j
rom: 26, 800-29,000 feet,  leaf'lets @QPM o

© Weathar: 7/10-10/10 over most of the: Continents. 10/10 at barget. ~PFlak: moderate to
" ‘intense and accurate at Merseburg, Battle Damage: 95 minar, 57 major. E/A Opposi-
“$ions severe opposition encountered in target area, Four groups attacked by ap-

oximtsly 15% o/a, principally FW=190s and Me-109s including 2 few Me-163s, B/a

.. .mede both frontal assaults and concentrated againat stragglers, Claims: . 30-33-25,
: ))os;;es: 26 B=17s. (llc- to e/a, 5 to AL, L to non-enanly, and 6 to unknown reasons). o

" Pighter Support: Four groups (211-5 P-51s) d:l.spatched. Up 1007-1015 hours,k
;m 1520~1635 hours, 209 sarties, B/A Oppositions  heaviest opposition of operaq_ -

_ ‘-t‘lm sustained by this farce. Breakdmm by groups as :E‘ollows*

Group 1- 200/300 Me-109s encotmtered. neay Weissenfels attaoking las*b 'bcot of .
, B-17s, Combats from 27,000 feet to deck. Claimss 10-0-2. L Me-109s
-paught in landing pattern over Batterfeld A/F. Claimd: 2~0-0, 150
Me~109s and FW-190s attacking bombers ten miles south of target,
" Olaims: 12«0-3, Additional claws from scattered combats‘ Y10,

o Group 2 - Two waves.of 50 plus e/a each (FW=190s and Me~109s) proceeding ¥ from
: Dresden area engaged, Group s,plit up faoroe,. prevent:.nu at‘b&cks on
bombers. Claimss 38=lwds

; Group 3 - 30 Ma-loss :.nteroepted in We:unﬁr exca for claims of 5-0-0, Two
gaggles of 4=6 3/o e/a chased in torget area for claims of 1-0-2,

Group 4 = Combats with 100 plus a/a R predmninantly Me—109s, in target area.

Claimss LeO=lie

’

.S-Ii", RED
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Total claimss 86—2-—15. Iosses: 10 P-515 (at least 3 a/c arc bclicved safe-—
ly down in All:.ed termtory) L : : o ;

Details of ‘bomber attaoks as follovzs:

 Assigned Target , D:Ls;ga’hched Attaclu.ng Tonnage  Results
R S ®
'Merseburg/mma (Syn ol Plant) L3 210 469.5  TUnobserved
Other Targets Cee s \ " /
3 U/I T/0s - : L | . - 9.0  Unobserved
Totals B - TR L 478.5

Ihird Force SRR T

Five combat wings (208 Br*Zlqs) &spwbched agaeinst Bnelefeld/Schlldesche RR
viaduct and M/Y. 191 a/c dropped 399.8 tons GP and 38,5 tons IB - 438,3 tons on
the primaries and Bielefeld City at 1221%?2&-2 hours from 20,000-24,000 feet. Ieaf=
lets dropped on Bielefeld., Weather: /10 yndercast perm:.tted some groups to

- bomb v1sm1 & others on Gee-H, : Flak' Na.l %0 meager, inaccurate. Battle ‘Damages
. 17 minor, E/A Opposition: One Me=-262 made ineffeotive attack on straggler south of
 Brunswick., Two other Me=2628 Tired racmts f‘rem 150 ya.rds._ Three additional Me~

262s sighted, Claims: _ nil, Iasaeaz nﬁ. EECRE L

’

Fighter Suppar’o:’ Three groups (IA,G P-iﬂs d:.spatched) 1022-1030 hours,

‘down 1415~1429 hours, 143 sorties, 6 Me-262s and one Me-163 attacked straggling

B~24 and fighter flights in target area, evad.mg combat by outda.stanc:.ng our a/c. ¢

- Claims: n:.l. Losses: 2 P=li7s,.

Details of bomber attacks as followss

Assigned '.Eargéts ) ~ Dispatched Attacking " Tonnage Results
_ ’ ‘ : @ =
Bielefeld/Schild.esche RR. Viaduct 208 72 | 3518 38.5 Very Good
Other Targets L | | | |
Bielefeld M/Y R - 10 26,0 © Good |
‘Bielefeld City - - C e 22,0 . Good
Totals | - 208- 191 - 399,8 38,5




imary at 1213—1225 hours from
her': 10/10 undercast, Flak: nil
23 mi:mt' E/A Opposition: 4 Me-262s sight=
ffécbive ‘attack, One Me-262 mode weak pass
1 1 Bv-21|- tC AAa

spatohed, Up 1026 hours, dom’
o e/a seen, Claims- n:v.l. Losses-

Tormage  Resulis
GP B

E ‘ !k 4.0350 . Unobserved.

o 8 - S

% A mth Foroe

- k s ,

g % Three combat wings (131 B-17s '.i.nst Sterkrade (Holten) Syn-

] &7 thetic 01l Plant. 127 a/c dropped ‘primary and one T/0 at 1157~
g 1254 hours from 26,800-29,000 foct 51ten) bombed on Gee-H, - Rheine |
22 M/Y- bombed v:.sually. Weather:s 8/10 » Flsk: moderate to intense,

“ fairly accurate., Battle Damare: 56 minor

; ‘E/A OPPositlom mil, ‘Claims:
‘ail. Iossos: 1 B-17 to AA, .. s

F:Lgh’cer Support: One group (20 tc.?he_d. Up 1035 hours, down
50 hours. 20 sorties., No o/n seen, § onirgen aréa. resulted in cla:un

of one 1ocanotive des’croyed. Claims. nil 15

Details of bomber attacks as follctws. |

»

i ed Parget.. = : Dispatchad Atﬁaoking ,:Tor’m_age " Results

Sterkrads (Holten)(Syn 041 Plant) B 107 2545 . Tricbserved.

\dther Targets R | : N . o o
L Tota]_s)" o A]ZT' - 302.6 IR

2 F:Lghter Escort

e Seventeen groups (728 p-51s, 206 P-Lﬂs - 931.. a/c) dlspatchea,. Up 0930-
1030 hours, down 1350-1635 hours, 842 sortics. One additiomal group of Ninth Air
Foroe P~388 provided. general area support in Merséburg target ares, without inci-
dent, (34 P-38s dispatched, 31 sorbies, no olaims, nq losses). Qroups. gscorting.
bombers ageinst Merseburg/leuns Synthetic 0il Plant encountered 500 plus s/o e/a ;
nd. 15 Me-1635 in target area, CGroups escorting other forces met negligible oppos-. -
itdon. Total olaims: 132-5»25 air, 5-0-0 ground, Ilosses: 28 a/c (26 3?-515,

3M7B) . ‘ §E o R 3 g
/ B -
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‘ North Sea. Losses- one a/o- (mlssing)o"’_i o

~on the bombers ppevcnteq.

o

- 3. Fightéf'SWeeps

by Flgh'ber Bomb:.ng
N:Ll .

5.  Photo Reconnaissance*;* ‘

Five Mosquitoés ais tched. T»?o a/c conpleted exper:.mentxl navigation far
night photography, Two a/c dispetched on night photography flights over Kossel
and Eisenach areas; one failed to returns . m‘a/gsuqcessfully completed day

photographio mission, IOSSGS' ons a,/c. R

6. Weather Reconnaissance

' 42 a/oc (33 P-5ls, l;. B~2l;.s sndi_5ﬁMosqu1‘boes) dispatched. P=51s scouted
weather for bomber foroes, Two edrly reftirns, All a/o returned safely. One B-24,
dispatched from Azores, campleted routine f£light to home basc, two B-2hs comploted»
flights over Atlantic to west .of Englahds One B=2h, overdme on routine flight to°:
Azores., Mosquitoes completeé. special. I‘lights ’bs German;y ’ Holland, Belgium and i

7. Air/Sea Rescue -

Nil,
8 Special Operations

' Thirty=-seven a/c dz.spatched as follows-

8 P=51s and 2 P=47s dispatchcd as radioc relays, n/c'r'eturnéd 'séfely.
12 B=17s "screened" bomber force, A/c returned safely,
7 B=24s d:.spatohed on RCM m:r.ss:x.on, Jamming between 1815 = 1950 hours.

A/o returncd safely, : '
3 B=17s and 5 B-2hs droPped leﬁflc’cs in Holland, A/c returned safely.
C. INIELLIGENGE | | -

1. Enemy f{ir %position

Strong enemy  opposition was experienced by thc 1st and 2nd Forces in |
today's bombing operation against Merseburg/Ieuna Synthetic 0il Plant, Tiscorting

‘The other

- fighters encountered approximately 500 s/e e/ plus at least 15 Me-l653, all of

which attempted to intercept bambers in the Merscburg target arca.,

- forces on. shallower targets were negligibly ar not at all,opposed.

‘ ! Of the 1lst Force cscort, the 55th Fighter: Group met the only large forma-
t:Lon of e/a approximate y 100, flying toward the bombers in three gaggles of 30
vlus each at 32,000 feet, southeast of Merseburge - These were disperscd and attack
The 4th- F:Lgh‘ber Group, ereep:mg on a wide front ahead




sy ‘e‘xxgouhtéred iny 15 ).Iaé-]_.é}s in the target area which were also
L mo;:bb groups ‘repart engagement's with two smller e/a fornntions,
2sh BI' r . . e .

! oaéd Beginning with an eng,agement by the
rachurg with two woves of 50 e/u cach, -
; ‘albo encountered two waves of 50 e/a .
¥ Group engaged the largest single con-,
saburg while they were attacking .
gngement reported by the borbers

ear banber fomntim. ;fa’&a = g
tacks lasting f'or 10 = 15 min-

m - €0 e/a were. abla i n‘aloe

Eénetration and wiflﬁravar’v route ma'unéf-.ﬁtfulvfor bd‘bh‘fcrces.’

Pk

=B Merseburg/leuna

E ,' »Bielefeld ' -

2 Sl - Castrop~Rauxel = :

< 5 Sterkrade (Holten) irly aocumte
&) ~ : Weissenfels 3

2 Naumburg '

. VObservat:.ons :

20 t/e 8/, possibly 1&@*410, o A/F ey Bimerfeld.
i 15 plus s/e e/a on A/P vieinity of Seclausen,. .
Voo 3 Me=163s, 2 Me=109s and Ju=88 on Brandis L/F.

T 30 plus s/e fighters, some with mgims r\ming, see’n on easfern and
o ",;jsouthsrn edge of Er:t’u.vt/Bmders]ﬂben A/Fﬁ g \ '

L, Damage to ‘?'nemy Installations
| M&‘rseburg/lema - Unobscrvod Rcsults '

* . Donse undercast and effective smoks screen in opem't:iqn at the target make

" 4% dmpossible to plot the main weight of bombs dropped, However, the following

.- goncentrations could be seen: (1) one concentration of GP bombs fell in open -
field bursting approximately 2% miles southeast of the target. (2) Two concen-

. trations of GP bombs fell into open fleld northeast. of the tewn and in Klepzig,

;.”f«looated 6% m:.les east of Halle and 12 milos nartheast. of Mbrsaburg.

T Gombat crews of last group over the target reported smoke and flamos
through, llp,OOO feet of clouds. :

S‘berkrada (synthet:t.c o:Ll plant) = Bhobserved Results

- 9/10 %o 10/10 cloud oover covers entn.re aren, Through one brealc in the
. foloud.s it is possible t0 sec a smll concentration of GP bombs bursting adjacent
\to the southeast corner of the target orete No assessment of aamge ean: be maaa. ,

SECREL
-7~




Rhcine M Fmr Resulta, ‘

Two concentrat:.ons of GP botbs can bo .seen burst:.ng in aml ad;}acent to
central portion of M/Y irm*zed:\.ately south of the goods depot., There were twelve
hits on rail lines in the M/Y. Two large mulbi-bay factory buildings northwest
- of the multiple track roilroad bridge received three direct hits. The southern-
most building which had received two hits at the northwest corner is approximately
ten percent domaged. - Sl:l.gh‘b damage vn.ll result to residences in the southern part

_of tcwn.

Castrop/Reuxel = Unobservod. Remlts .-
10/10 solid cloud, - "

Bielefeld M/ and V:.aduc‘b m Good Rosults

V:Lad.uct appears to be well hi'b, rominder of bombs seen to be striking
built up part of city., - S A , . ‘ ‘ -

Bielofeld M/Y - Good Results "’;f

Viaduct three mles north nozrtheast of 't:he o:.ty was also hit w:.th very
: .good. results, No fm:‘ther deta:l.ls. . ,
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NOTE: The foregoing is based on prelminary informtion and should not be used
for record pm'poses. _
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