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INTERPEETATION REPORT 5.4, 2851

ATTACK ON UAKNHEIM on 19 OCT 1044
(1) INFORMATION RECEIVED ON THE ATTACK

"{a) No, of aircraft 499 with full fighter escort,

3
(b) Command ¢ U.S. &th AIR FORGE,
(e¢) Time + 1330 4 Hours.,
(d) Roubs : 3006 X 500 1b, G.P.

492 X 250 1lbe G.P,
2631 X 500 lb. I.B,

(ii) DETAILS OF THE ATTACK

(a) All of the photographs received are eight to ten tenths clowd
covered, A concentration of at least 56 H,E. bursts are visible
in the center of MANNHEIY in the business district extending from
the bridge crossing the REINE TIVER Northwest within 3/4 of a mile,
One direct hit is visible on the bridge, and at least 15 probable
hits on bu:Llc ings in the business district, Five bursts are viee
ible 1=1/4 m:Lles South Southwest on the Vest bank of the RHINE
RIVER, I «Be. bursts are seen in the business district extencding to
1/2 mile Northwest,

(v) OT;*ER BURSTS .
4 group of 12 bursts is seen in open fields near the tom of
ERUCHAL 26 miles South~Southwest of MANNHEIM, A cluster of I.B.
‘buruts, and 4 H,E., bursts are visible on an unplotted ares.
(iii) ANNOTATED PRINTs None,
~(iv) BOMB PLOT: None prepared.
(v) PHOTOGRALPHS PECEIVED

s&v 379/606-608 19 OGT Lb, 13514 hrs. 1/43,500 (F.,L., 7") 25,600" 'B?

493B/368 12594 1/50 100 (F.L. 7") 29,300! 'Bf
" 303/1086,1087 n 13234 " 1/29,200 (F.L.12") 29,200' 'B!?
" 305/40A,40P mo- 13304 0 1/50,100 (F.L. 7") 29,300' 'BY .
n 30:/401;/@7: n 13254 1/29 000 (F L. 12:3) 29,0001 181 e
" 390/1042,1045 n 13244 1/48 350 (F.L, 7") 28,500' 'B! o
" 390/1043 " 13244 " 1/28,900 (F.L.12") 28,900 'G! i
" 34/304 n 13004 1/28 000 (F,L,12") 28,000' 'B! ’
"o 34/305 L 12594 " 1/46,200 (F.L, 7") 27,000' 'C!
w487 /438,442 oo 13184 " 1/4%,000 n 28,0001 IR 4!
" 486/491 " 13124 1/49,,00 n 29,0001 B!
v 452/661,662 n 13138 " 1/49,350 " 28,8001 Q!
" 100/961,962,964;
965 " 13064 " 1/48,850 n 28,4001 4Gt
" 100/963 " 13074 1/29 100 (F.L. 12") 29,100t tg!
"t 381/892-894 " 13518 " 1/49,700 (F.L. 7") 29,000' Gt
W ALT /713715 " 12584 1/48,000 n 28,000t 101
" 94/1059,1058 n 12584 " 1/46,200 " 27,0001 tC?
" 94/1060 : " 12584 v 1/27,000 (F.L.12") 27,000! ¢t
w351 /769-771 U 13434 " 1/28,700 " 28,700! C!
® 384/1000,1001 " 13524 " 1/46,200 (¥.L. 7") 27,000! 'B!
" 384/1002 " 13544 " 1/27,500 (F.L.12") 27,500! 'C!
" 95/1114,1115 " 13074 1/4:,000 (FL. 7") 26,750' B!
" 306/1024,1026 " 13244 " 1/45,800 n 26,750 'B!
" 401//18,721 n 13474 0 1/45 400 " 26,500' 'B!
n 96/658 " 13144 " 1/49,350 " 28,800! 'B?
" 96/657 " 13144 * 1/28,200 (F.L.12") 28,200' 'B!
" 388/710 W 12884 " 1/48,000 (F.L. 7") 28,000 1Cf
" 457/613 n 13564 " 1/48,000 n 28,0001 Q!
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ALADGUARTERS
Slfuad LIS SGABARDLENT g 2 {d)
Qfficy of' the Operations U‘-ioer

APU 553,
21 Uctobsr 1944,

SUBJECTs Judrations ONfigers Marrativas - klssion 1% Dotohmr 1944« Maruihwim,
' UQITAnY

0 1 Commadding Jfricer, 95th Bemb Gp (H), Ar0O 569,

1. GBRIKRAL HaRGATIVEs The 95th A Squadron for.nmtion, Fiyiu, ws low
Squedron of 13 B Combat Group, toockeoff au 0910=0837 1ours and casembled owe
the base at 13,000 feet, The squadron was compiste by 1030 L-owvrs, and
started its olimb to group assembly altitude. ZThe bace wus depurted at 10X

hours, s.d tus squadron joined 183 B Combut group 2().000' over Buagher # 28
at 1110 hours.

The iormation orossed the English cosst over Ur.iraaess =t 1140 172
hours, 1 1/¢ winutes shesd of schedule. Ihe group "8" ed oonsiderably on
the route 4cross the channel in order to avoid over ruivi.y precedi..
formationse Climl tu pombing sltituds was continued, «ra the Lalgiun ccaald
was orossed on time at 22,300', En rouse to the target a sli; ht deviaiiv. was
made to the south of course in order te maintain proper _roup intervel, md

_________ . the IP. wua orossed at 18,0000 at 1256648, 6.6 minm:tes late, Borbs were dropped
in group furuation on tue FFP leadsr &t 1307.5 hourse ZThe ratura rouie was

flown us briefed, aud the Bel ium coast wus orossed on course at 1447 hcurs.

the lov squudron had yreat difﬁoulty in omintelniqy group Formation oo the

return route, and airspecds us high as 165 MPH were used. 2he lin, lish coast

wis crossed &t 1521 hours, 1500 feet over Orfordnsss. The unae was reanched

at 158le.v hours, and the formation landed at 153416548 nours,

8. AIRCRAFT 50T ATIACKINGS Thirteen siroraft werc dispmiched in uhe

formation a8 shown in disgrem "4i". All thirteen siroruft were over tne turget
and are credited with sorties,
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3e LOST AIRCRAFT: lionee

THOMAS H. HOLBHOOK,
Lt Col., Alr Corps,
Operations Ufficer,
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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENWT GROUP (M)
Office of the Operations Officer = 1Z=-E-26

19 October 1944,

SUBJECTs Lead Navigator's Narrative, Winety Fif€h "A" Squadron, Misaion
of 19 Nstober 1944, Mannheim, Germany.

70 :+ Commanding 0Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), A.A.F,

le We flew with the Ninety Fifth "A" Squadron as the low sguadron
of the Thirteenth "B" Group. We took off at 0910 hours and made squadron
assenmbly over BUj 23 at 13000' at 1000 hours. Group assembly was made
at BU# 28 at 1110 hours at 20000',

2. We left the English coast at Opfordness at 1140 hours at 20000°,
We crossed the Snemy coast at B112N O024TE at 1200 hours at 22500', The

‘only deviation from the flight plan was the Group lesd over-ran precesding

groups. The I.,P, was made as briefed,

3. Bombs were away at 1307} hours on a magnetic heading of 78° at
268700' on the Sesondary target. We crossed the coast out at Ostend at
1447 hours at 13000'. We croased the English coest in at Orfordness at

1621 hours at 1500', We were over the base at 1631} hours and landed at
1640 hours. :

-

se Deviations from the flight plan on the route back were four min-
utes late at the I.P. S5ix minutes lats at the target, Lead Squadron oute
ran low squadron which indicated 166 )MPH but could not overtake lead.
Weather caused sli: ht deviation from briefed route and much Essing,.

E, J. MURRAY
2nd Lt., Air Corps,
Lead Navigator,
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HEADQUARTERS VeA-l.
NIBETY FIFTH BOMBARDKEET GROUP (H)
0ffioe of the Engineering Offlicer

APO 563,
19 OCotober 1944.

SUBJECT: Engineering Keport on Combat Mission of 19 Ostober 1944,

70 t Commsnding Officer, 96th Bombardmwent Group (li), Attention:
Lt Cél MUMFORD.

l. The ifollowing information is submitted ooncerning combat missioen
of 19 OCotober 1944, : :

a. Thirteen (13) B-17 esirplanes took-off as scheduled,
b. Thirteen (13) 5-17 airplanes returned to base after
completion of mission,

2. There were no abortive airplanes.

3. There was no battle damage.

CLARENCE L. #IELDS,
Mmjor, Alr Corps,
Base Engr. Officer,
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H-ADQWUARTERS
. NINETY FIFTH ROMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE IKTELLIGENCE OPFFICER

19 October 1944
SUBJECT: 3-2 Keport.

TO $ Commanding Officer, 58%h Bomb Gp. (H), APD 859,

1. Thirtsen A/C of the 95th Gp. took off beginning at
0810 hours to form the low sgquadron of the 13B Combet CGroup
and atteck Heannheim, Germany. No A/C returned early.

2. No E/A were encountered,

5. NMeager, lnaccuraite, barrage type flak was encountered
at dannhaim,

4, Bombing was accomplished using PFF technique thru
80l1id undercart, Bombing umobservad, :

5+ The assigned FI'F target was attacked with this group
dropping on the PFF markers of precesding groups. N¥o PFF A/C

with this group. All A/C returned tc this baze and landed by
1630 hours.

F'or the Intellizence C{{lcer:
STAKLEY R. WHLATON,

Capt., Alr Corps,
Asg't 5-2 Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS EICHT ATR FORCE
+ 7 A4 STTION 101
. APO 63l

IN’I‘OPS SI!HVMARY NO. 172

PERIOD° 0001 houg's 19 Octo'ber to 21;.00 hours 19 Octo’ber 192;11.

ALe STATJ.SLICS ‘ A ,
' " ooses .
Mn.ss:.ons D:LSp. Sortn.es Atkge Tonnage Claims I‘/A N/B O.L Totals

Heavy Bomber Atks.--: 7 1022x 999 945  2726.7 0=0-0 O 2 2 6 10
VF:Lghter Escort 15 753 707 o 0O 00-0 0 2:1 b T
v F:Lgh'l‘.er Sweeps 0 . 0 . -0 0. 0. 000 0 0 0 O 0
Fighter Bombing . o o o o o . 0-0-0 O »o'g 0.0 \',lo‘ .
Photo Recon. 2 2 2. .0 0 0-0-0 0 0:-0.-0 0
Weather Recons - 9 36 - 32 - 0 0 . 000 O 00 0. O
AAir/Sea Rescue 8 8 8 0 0 0=0-0 0 0 0 0 0
Special Operations 30 __ 31 _31 _O O 000 000 0 .0
Totals 71 1852 1779 945 272647 O=0-0 0 4 3 10 17

X Includes 1).,. sPares, 7 used.
Be OPERATIO\LL summ

l. Bomber Attacks |

Twenty-five combat wings (641 B-17s, 381 B=24hs - 1022 a/c) dispatched
against M/T plants, oil storage and ordnance depots at Mannheim, an oil and
storage depot at Ludwigshafen, an AFV plant at Gustavsburg and military barracks
and stores buildings at Mainze Seven assigned targetss. Support by fifteen
- Fighter groups. 945 .a/c dropped 2726.7 tons GP and IB on two primaries, iwo PFF
secondaries and several T/0Os. 7/10 to 10/10 cloud with tops from 20,000-28,000
fect caused some Tormations to deviate from briefed course and to fly h.lgher o
than briefed altitudes and necedsitated bombing on instruments except in the
case of a few groups which bombed visua through small breaks in the cloudse
No e/a opposition; some twelve 5/6 and. ye e/a plus six to nine probshle jet
a/c sighted, none of wvhich naue, any attempt to attaok. Claims: nil. Losses:
10 a/c (6 B—Zl;.s, L B-17s) - |

. wma ww mew  mme
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First Force

Fight combat wings (381 B=24s) dispatched against Gustavsburg diesel
engine and armored force wvehicle plant, and military barracks and stores build-
ings at Moinz., 330 a/c dropped 59564 tons GP, 373+2 tons IB =~ total 968.6 tons -
on one primary and the PFF secondary at. 1244~1310 hours from 22,000=26,300 fect.
411, bembing on FFF and Gee-=Ho Leaflets dropred on Mainz M/Y. Weather: 7/10 to
8/10 curmlus over targets necessitated bombing on instruments; 9/10 to 10/10
towering cwalus building up to 27,000 feet over continent caused formations to
deviate from brief'ed courses Flak: moderate to intense, fairly accurate at
Gustavsburg, moderate and accurats at Mainze Rockets observed at Mainz ond
Gustavsburge. Battle Damage: 143 minor, 5 major. BI/a opposition: no attacks;
two FW=-190s and two u/i t/e e/a cbserved at 5010N-~0730E, eight Me~110s at 4947N-
08L2%, six to eight probable t/e Jet a/c in vicinity of Neunkirchen and one
probable Jjet a/c at 5005N-0619E. Claims: nils Losses: 6 B-24s (1 to 4k, 2 to
accident, 3 to unimown causes). ‘ ) ‘

Fighter Support: Five groups (193 P-5ls, 47 P=47s - 240 a/c) dispatched.
Up 1041-1C55 hours, dovn U9-1641 hours. 226 sorties. E/a opposition: nile
Claims: nile. Losses: 2 P=51ls (1 to 44, 1 to unlknown causes).

Detalls of bomber attacks as follows:

Assimmed Torbets Dispatched Attacking Tohng_lgg ~ Results
@® 1B
Custavsburg MeA.Ne. & LFV Plant 178 50- 172.0 _ Uncbserved
Mainz Military Barracks and _ : : .
‘Stores Bldgse 203 Not Attacked

Other Torgets

Mainz M/Y (PFF Secondary) — 280 b23ak 373.2 Uncbserved
Totals 381 330 595.k  373.2

Second. Force

Seven combat wings (267 B-17s) dispatched against oil storage depot and
Daimler Benz M/T plant at Mannheim. 251 a/c dropped 3765 tons GP, 342 tons
IB = total 718.5 tons - on the PFF secondary (AFV & Artillery Tractor plent at
Marmheim) and four T/0s at 1258=1323 hours from 26,700-30,000 feets Bombing on
PFF. Leaflets dropped in Mannheim and Worms areass Weather: 9/10 to 10/10
over target; versistent contrails and cloud tops from 27,000-28,000 fect forced
groups to £ly higher than briefed altitude. Flak: moderate, accurate on a few
formations at Mamnheim. Battle Damage: 87 minor, 10 majors E/a opposition:
nil - no sightings. Claims: nil. Losses: 1 B~17 to Al

.Fighter Support: Four groups (153 P=5ls, 50 P<;47s =203 a/c) dispatched.
Up 1115-1129 hours, down 1505-1542 hourse 195 sorties. E/a opposition: nile.
Claimss nile Losses: nil.
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Details of bomber attacks as follotzs:

Assi%g Targ{ets ' Dispatched Attacking onnage Results -
. . . g -G-E-)_ . E ) . .
Mermheim Déimler Benz N v

. M/T Plant. .. 189 Not Attacked
78 . Not Attacked

' cher Targets

" Marmhein (PI‘I‘ Secondary) o 217 33500 303.5 Uncbserved
T/0 (L943N-0835E oo . ’ + L " 1e5 105 Uncbserved .
T/0 (4920M-0740E - 1 1.5 1.5 Unobserved
T/0 (494ON=0830E , : 1 . 1:2. . 1le2 TUncbserved
T/0 (4935N-0823E) —_— 31 37.3 3ie3

Totalu - D 267 251 ' - 3765 34240

Third Foroe

Ten combat wings (374 B-17s) d:.spatched against ordnance depot and AFV
and Artillery Tractor plant at Mannheim, and oil and storage depot at Ludivigs=
hafen. 364 a/c dropped 541e6 tons GP, 498 tons IB ~ total 1039¢6 tons = on one
primary, the PFF secondery (AFV & Artillery Tractor plont at Mannheim), and
seven T/0s at 1324~1406 hours from 26,300-30,000 fecte Bombing mostly by PFF
and Gee=H; a few groups boarbed v:.sual]y through small bresks,in clouds, ILeaflets:
dropped on Mannheim and Kreuznach. Weather: 8/10 to 10/10 with tops from 20,000~
28,000 feet; dense persistent contrails above 25,000 feets Flaks meager to
moderate, accurate on some formations over Mannheim; meager and general
inaccurate over other targets. Battle Damage: 129 minor, 53 majors E/a
opposition: no attacks; a few u/i e/a sighted in the- éL-Lstance in target area.
ClaiJn§3 nile Losses' 3 B-l?s to unknown causes. ‘

~ Fighter Support: . Six groups (260 P-51s, 50 P-l;.7s - 310 a/c) d::.spatched,.
Up 1048-1137 hours, . down 1528-1630 hourse . 286 ‘sortics. - Two groups patrolled
asgigned areas in advance of first bomber force and gove withdrawal support to
third force. E/a opposition: mnil. Claims: nile Losses: 5 P-51s (1 to A4,
1 to mechanical failure, 3 to unlmown causes = 2 of 1a'bter ‘believed landed in
friendly terri’cory) , e

. Details, of bomber attack:s as follows-

Assigned Eargets - p_ls'pa{',ched. At+a"k ng Tonnage  Results -
Mennheim Ordnance Depot 72 Not Attacked
Mannheim AFV & Artillery o S ‘ )
' Practor Plant 228 25 3847 35075 Unobserved
Ludwigshaf'en 01l & Storage ’
Depot - T4 Not Attacked
SECRETD
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Qther Targets Dispatched Attacking Tormage Results
) G IB
Marmheim (FFF. Secondary) S 257 3777 3800 Unobserved
Rudesheim 9 11,5 12,75 Uncbserved
Bad Kréuznach 8 12,0 12.0 Unobserved
Earlsruhe ’ L 32 5340 26,0 TFair
Steyer : ; 3.0 3.0 Uncbserved
Kreuznach 10 13.6 L.5 Unobserved
/0 (4955N~0755E) : 12 17.2 18,0 . Unobserved
U/I T/0s —_— ~9 .9 6,0 Uncbserved
Totals - - : 37 36 5416 49840

26’ Fighte;‘ Escort

Fifteen groups (606 P-51s, 147 P=47s - 753 a/c) dispatched to support
three bomber forces attacking targets in western Germany. Up 1041~1137 hours,
dovn UL 9=-1641 hourss 707 sorties. B/a opposition: nil. Claims: nil.
Lossess 7 P-51s (2 to AA, 1 to mechanical failure, 4 to unknown causes = 2 of
latter believed landed in friendly territory).

3¢ ighter Sweeps
Nil

4o Fighter Bombing

S NAL

e “Photo Reconnaissance

Two a/c (1 F-5, 1 Mosqu:.to) dn.spu’cched. The E-5 on D/A of Osnabriick,
Handorf VR u.peldoorn area, Utrecht area, imsterdam/. Schipol 4/F, Teuge L/F,
Ladbergen A/F, Kassel A/F, and Nordhausen L/R, ’che Mosqul‘to on routlne photo
reconnaissances M.l a ¢ returmed saﬁ,.Ly, . .

6+ Weather Recommsumce__ -

36 a/c (30 P-5ls, 4 B-2h4s, 2 Mosquitoes) dispatcheds - P=5ls -scduted
bormber 'bswe*f* 26 P-Fls completing missionss Three B-24s flew routine weather
mission % the Jzores, one B-24 flew weaiher mission to NW of Lands End, and two
Mosquicces woere dispatched on weather missions over the Continenw &1 a/c
returned safelyse '

7o Air/Ssa Rescue

Eight P-47s dispatched on routine A:Lr/Sea Rescue patrols. ~ No incidents.
A11 a/c veturned safelys .

SECRET
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8.. §;peclal Operatlons ) ; ‘ }
' 3l a/c dlspatched as f‘ollows° , I SR ‘ N
| 22 a/o (16 P—51s, L P-l..?s, 2 B—l?s) as Alr'borne R:xd:.o Relays.
2 P-51s as escort to three of theese radio relay a/ce.
7 B-24s on ROM, Jarming from 1925-2245 hours. D
A1 3 a/c returned safely. | .

C. ETE'[LIG-ENBE

1. Enemy Air Opposition

..o:

There was, no ono_,it:.on to todayts heavy: bomber attacks. BEscorting

“flgﬁters reported no e/a sightings and bombers only a few, .B-2hs of the first

force reported two FW-190s and two u/i t/e e/a about 15 miles south of Coblenz
(5010N-0730E) at 1215-1253 hours; elg,ht Me=110s at 1300 hours about five miles

- . east of Worms (494L7N-O812E); six to eight probable t/e Jet a/c with single fins.

and rudders at 1233 hours:in “the vicinity of Neunkirchen, and one probable Jet
afe at 1315 hours near Arzfeld (5005N-0619E)e This plane wes described as being
fairly large, with twin tail, very fast and leaving heavy contrailse. The second
bomber force reported no e¢/a sightings. B=17s of the third force observed a
few e/a in the Mannheim areae Although e/a were at a considerable distance,
crews believed that one of them was a s/e rocket=propelled type a/c and that six
others may have been Me~l09se These sightings were made at about 1410 hourse

In no case did e/a meke any attempt to attacke

2 Flak

Gustavsburg « moderate to intense, fairly accurate.
Mannheim - meager to moderate, accurate on some formations.
Worms - meager, accurates

Weisbaden - meager, accurate.

Ingelheim -~ meager, accurate

Bad Kreuznach - meager, inaccurate.

Triers - meager, inaccurate.

Neunkirchen - meager, inaccurate.

Karlsruhe - meager, inaccurate.

Speyer - meager, inaccurate.

Bergen =~ meager, inaccurate.

3+ Observations

Large barracks area at L938N-0728E.
Large camp located near Bad Kreuznach.
New buildings and built up arca on north edge of A/F at Speyere Many

buildings seen intact.
L4« Demage to Enemy Installations
Mannheim - Unobserved Results

Only a minute por’c:.on of bombs dropped can be plotted through dense

BECRLT
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cloud over city. One concentration of GP and scattered incendiaries is seen
breaking in the central city area. . & road and-rail bridge over the Rhine in this
area appears to be hite 4 small concentration of incendiaries is also seen on

the western edge of ILudwigshafen approxmately 1§v miles. from the center of the
clty. .

Mainz M/Y. - V - Unobserved Results

Fo.

Cloud cover prevents detailed assc.,sment. Four bursts are observed on
M/Y and some bursts are seen in the built-up edge of the citye

Karl sru.he - Fa;l.r Results

One concentration of GP fell 1% miles southwest of the center of the city.

Another concentration of GP is seen 'burstlng on Karlsruhe A/F at the north- ,
Western edge of the towne _

NOTE: The foregoing is based on prellmnary reports and is not to be used for

L reoord purposes. =



