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INTERPRETATION REPORT S.4, 2849
ATLTACK ON KASSEL O 18 OCT 1944
" (1) INFORMATION RECEIVED ON THE ATTACK

(a) No, of aircraft ¢ 300, fully escerted.
ib Command , s U,S, 8TH AIR FORCE,
c) Time t 1104 « 1118 & hours,
(d) Borbs t 1704 x 500 1b, G,P,
1553 x 500 1be I.Be

(1) DETAILS OF TUE ATTACK

(a) The city of KASSEL and all the targets of this attack are comp1etely .
obseured by cloud cover and no bomb bursts arve visible, :

(b) One set of photos shows ground detail 13 miles South of the center
of the city., »Donbs seen falling in these photos will probably '
strike in the Eastern sectlon of the city.

(c) 4nother set of clear photos, with no bursts seen, were taken over - .
areas 15 miles West, Sovthwest of KASSEL.

(111) ANNOTLTED PRINTs None prepaved,
(;Lv) BOMB FLOT: None propared,
(‘V) PHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVEDs

84V 94/1056 18 oc'r L 110'7 A hrs, 1/26,500 g .L.12") 26 500t 'B!
" 94/1057 nonow " 1/45,400 FoLe ) 26,5001 'c'

n 95/1_(1..113 "o on 3116 n " 1/42,300 25,0001

" 100/958+959 now e o3j080 v 1//1,800 " 2444001 0
n 100/960 LI L I 1/26,1oo€ .L.l:a"g 26,1001 "
n 385/837 " on on 309" 0 1/46,200 FJLe 7 27,000: "
" 388/706 nonow 1307 0 % 1//3,500 " 2545001 "
" 390/1037,1047 " n 0 1117 w 1/45 000 " 26,2501 0
" 447/’711-4 R A T e o SR B WA ,z,oo o 26,5008 v
® 452/65/m56 U O A kI YA B 1/49,400 n 26,5003 L
n 480/4"3‘7 oo 109 0w 1/43 500 n 25’500! ]
WOABT/L32,34e35 M ®omo 1310 n 0 1/43 4500 n 25,500t
" 490/320~30,332 0 ® w 1137w »  1///,500 " 26,000! "
" 493/360 M omow 31318 m 0 1/42,300 ot 25,0001 "

CONFIDENTIAL DISTRIRUTION NO, 11.C

Cel.U 231 copics,
LAR/HFE /5B » |
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HEADQUARTERS ,
HINETY FIPTH DBOMBARDUENT GROUP (H)
GPFICE OF THE INTELLIOERCE OFFICER

18 UCTOBER 1944
SUBJECT: Se2 Report 9SA and 95B.

To t Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb UGp. (H), Ar: B89.

i. Twelve 4/C of the 95th Up. Hook off be, inninmg at 0718
hours to form the low squadron of 13A (ombat Up. to attack Kassel.
A/C 7858 aborted over the fleld because turbos on #2 and #3 engines
were inoperztive, -

Ten A/C plus one PFF 4/C took off beginning at 0705 hours
to attaok Kassel. A/C 7047 sborted at the group rendevous, when

#1 englne started thro:ing oll. 4/C 8140 aborted at 51°210%:i-08°48E
due to #1 engine fallure. _

2. ko E/A were ensountered.

3. Flak was enccuntered at the following locations;
Yassel - fnaccurate, barrage, meagre.
Coblanz = lmaccurate, tracking, mesgre.
Crossing Front lines « inac urate, tracking, mea;re.

4. 3trike cshotos of 954 Werse covered by clouds and no strikes
observed. The iilekey Uperator of 958 picked up the target but be-
lieved tnat boubas hit about one mile to the right of the tsarget.

%0 hits shiown in strike photos due to clouds.

6. All 4/C landed safely by 1545 hours.
¥For the Intelligence Urfiocer:
WI “1;1“ iﬁé* RQ‘?ELJJ’

2nd Lt., Alr Corps,
Ass J te 3-3 afrt COre
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HLALTY SUPTH BULBARDELNT Ghour (B)
Ofiice of the Operations Ufiicer

APD 58,
20 Vstober lit4.

BUBJamis Operaticas figers scouct ~ adsgioca 16 Toleder 194:,
10 1 Comsamdlay Ufficer, 35ta Yombardieat Groap (i), «PU 558,

96 “A" L uaJKOU

1, GRUER.L dARRATIVE: 1Ihe 85 A oquadron, {lying &s low squadron in 13
A Croup, Lok off at 0715 = 0748 hours. loverference from weather provented
asgenbly at briefid uititads, so the gquadron was formed at 23,000* by 0920,
having bean delayed 1/2 hour by the inoreass in assembly altitude. Yroup
formation wuy acccmplished five mlles south eset ol the bage at (P30, aad
the squadron departed the inglish coast over Cluston ut 0041 hours at 28,000
feet, IThe L.l iuz const was orommed over Ostead st 1000, ana the formation
interoepted t.e briefed oourse south of drussels. irow thers to vie target
the route was flown i brieled, aad the group turned oanto tisw iIP at 1100 hours,
for & FFF run in group formaticu. bBombs were swuy at 1107 hours from an altit ude
of 26,400 feet, sud the roup remained in formmtion through the turg et ares.
The course nome was flown ca brisfed until weathsr was encountered at 0550° E,
when & deviation was medo .o the South. 4After the worst weather was avoided, the
sroup forwstloa was broken down iuto squudrons, sud $5 A SQquekdron orossed the
Belgium cuuust over Osteny at 1448 at 2055', The bnglisa ocoast waa erossed at
aldeburgh at 1681, and ths Joruat..n lendec at tue base «p 16352-1544 hours.

2o AINCRAFTI 0T ATTACKIAG: Twelve airoraft were dispatched as shown in
the foriutir: dimgram "A%e Of these, ouc (1) A/C Mo, 42«97858 returnsd before
reaching tios Belpium comsy, anu 48 mnut credited with a sortice 7The resmsining
eleven ulroral were over Lhe tar et uad amade sorties.

3¢ ALBURILIT Liwis Honese

96 "B SuUndRUN

le viu.nci AasbsiaV¥is Tue Do & tyusaron formavicu, flying as kigh
squauron iu id & Uroup, tuvkeo: D at UrU0=U7l: wurse Yemther interfereucs at
at briefed assembly sltituce usovmsituted assennly «t 25,000' wacre the .
formati n was ovompleted ut IWEb hours, 50 mioutes lutor tamn briefed. Uroup
formAtion was joined over Bus # 1l at U828 noubs, wnd the Squedron de;erted
the En;lisn cokst over Viacuen at 0bid Lo.rae Climb was coniinued over tue
cumanel, and the celyium comst was oressed utT 26,000' over Ustend &t 1.4 Lourss
The briefed course was incercepced south of bruasels, and ihere Were no deviutions
from Chure to the targete Dowis were drop.ed at 1117 hours on a PPF¥ ran iu




group forvztion, from an altituds of 27,800'. The retwrn route wos flowm as
briefed until inolement weather at 06300L ferced zhe Tormation %o awin, thirty
miles souta of ocourze, &t DE300K tie sguadron took up e headin; of £79° and
orossed tie Zslgium comst over Jstend at 1430, at an altitude of 5,500'. Zhe
Boglish ooast we2 rea-hed at 1502, 2,000 over Aldeburgh, a#nd tue acwidaron
langed ut Tie bese at 168ld « 15456 hours,

e iiruna¥? BT al:ACKiNds Ten alrcraft plus one 70 lewdsr ieft the oase
in the foru:tion s shown in d.asram "B"., Of thesc cleven, two /0, Ho. 42=
107047 and <2-90149 returned belore vecoiin) dlgsputched -nd are nol oredited with
sorties. Tue remaining nine 5/C were over the target ard raceive sorsies,

Se¢ nlBCKAIT Wbls Houee

THOMAS H, HOLDROUK,
L$e Cal., Aty Corpe,
Operaticng Offiocere
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HEADQJUARTERS
NINETY Pil'TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer RB=E=26

18 October 1944.

SUBJECT: Lead Névigator's Harrative, Ninety Tifth "+" S8quadron, Misaion
of 18 October 1944, Xaszzel, Germany.

TO : Commanding Officer, 96th Bombardment Group (H), A.A.F,

1. e were in Winebty Mifth "A" Squadron and flying es low sguadrom
of the Thirteenth "A" (roup. We took off at 0716 howrs. ZTeather caused
us to form the sguadron at 23000' instead of 15000Q* az brisfaed., This
reszulted in & half hour Jdelay in yetting squadron "ormed, &juadron finally
formed at 0920 hours, eight niles east of the fleld,

2. We made group formation five miles southesst of HI# 28 at 0930
hours. We departed the English coast on a heading of 166° cver Clacton at
0941 hours at 2B000f., We fcllowed the briefed route to the target and
bonibs were away at 1107 hours at 25400¢ heading 80° on P.r.F.

8. %e followed briefed ccurse out until we reachad OIG0E where we
sncountered clouds and rain ase of clouds 1500', TWe flew south to aveid

the weather, leaving the group formation after ciroling the worst weather
we headed back toward Ostend, on a headin; ef 330 ,

4. Ve orossed the Pelgian coast at 1448 hours over Nstend at 2000
and recorssed the Mnglish coast at Adelburgh on & hoading of 286 , eltitude
2000' and arrived bask over the hase at 1528 hours,

WYTLIAM A, VERYAL
lat Lt., Air Corps,
1eed Navirater,

{.&«4‘:\5,’\:‘7‘1:; N N KIS Dol b i
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dropped below oxygen altitude,

_ONFIDENTIAL
. HEADJUARTERS

NINRTY PIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (E)
- Office of the Operations Officer B~g-26

18 Osteber 1944.

SUBJEOT: Lead Mavigator's Narrative, ¥inety Fifth "i" Squadren, Mission
of 18 Ootober 1544, Kamsel, Jeraany.

T0 1 Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), A.AP.

1, Ve were in Ninaty Fifth "B" Squadren and flying as high syuairon
of the Thirteenth "B" (ircup. We tock off at 0706 hours, We formed the
squsdron over the bass at 0926 hours at 250C0t, We were B8 minutes late in

- forming hecause we had to form 9000' above briefed altitude to avelid the

weather.

2. The group was formed at J89 bours at 28000' at BUf 11, We left
the Bnglish comst at Olacton at 0948 hours at 23000, Landiwll on the

sneny const was mmde et 26000 at 1004 hours at 51168 O302R, There were
no deviations fyrom the flight plan %o the I, P, and target.

3., Bonbs were away at i117 hours on a megnetio hsading of 30°
27500 at 5120W 09292 on P.F.F., Enemy coast was orossed at 1430 hours at 2500¢
at BlO6N O2878. The Znzlish coast was crossed at 1508 hours at 2000 at
6218Y O138E., Ve were over the base at 1516 hours end landed at 1520 hours,

4. Xavigational difficalfies were, the Glee Box was out all of the way.
The log for the mission had to be made up after lending due te serious oxygea

leak. The Miokey operator passed out snd after he was revived the D.R.

navigator's nask kept fraeeszing flom the Znemy cdast in until the formation

YRRD J. PIKPER
2nd Lt., Air Corps,
lesad Navigator,

CG&‘M 1IN Tﬂf%L



HEADGUARTERS
¥INETY FIFTH BOMBA. DM-NT GROUP (H) Vei=2
Offiee of the kngineering Officer

APO 569,
18 Ootober, A044.

SUBJECT: FEngineering keport on Combat Mission 18 Ooctober, 1944,
T + Cormanding Officer, 96tnh Bomb Gp (K). attn: L& Col MUMFORD.

le The following informatiom is submitted comcernmin; ommbat mission
‘ 18 October, 1944, .

8. Twenty-three (23) B-170 airplanes took=off.
B. Twenty (20) B~175 airplanes returned to base after completion
= of mission,

2. There wore thres (3) abortive airplames.

a. 42-107047 ~ irop governor lines #l1 engine broken in flight.
P. 42-97868 - Crasked exhaust stack on ¢#2 engine.

(X 42-58140 ~ No meochanieal fuilures found,

8. Thers was nc battle damage.

CLAKENCE D, FIEL:S,
‘Mejor, Alr Corps,
Base kngr. Offieer,

IARA Date 1|1316% i

ICLASSIFIED
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s HEADQUARTERS
RIKETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFI1CER

18 OCTOBER 1944
SUBJECT: 3«2 Repors 95A and 98B,

70 ! Commanding Officer, 95%h Bomb Gp. (H), AFO 889.

l. Twelve A/C of the 95thiS8p. took off beginnimg at 07185
hours to forms the low sguadron of Combat Gp. to sttack Kassel.
A/C 7858 aborted over the fisld because turbos on #2 and #3 engines
wers inoperative. 0F 958 Syuadrem

/Ga attack Kassel. A/C 7047 aborted at the group reandevous, whea

.'m-}#iqkquotm Ten A/C plus one PFF A/Crtook’off begimning at 0705 hours
3

#1 engine started throwing oil. A/C 8140 aborted at 51°10'N-08°48E
due to #1 engine failure.

8. Ho E/A were sncountered,

3. Flsk was encountered at the following locationa;
Kassel = inaccurate, barrage, meagre.
Coblens = lnaccurate, tracking, meagre.
Crossing Front limes - inaccurate, Sracking, meagre.

4. 3trike photos of 9B5A Wers covered by clouds and no atrikes
observed. The lieckey Operator of 98B plcked up the target bBut be-
Jieved that bombs Ait about ome mile to the right of the target.

No hits shown in strike photos due to olouds,

6. All A/C landed safely bx 1545 hours.
For the Intelligence Officeri:

WILLIAN ¥, ROWELL,
ad Lt., Alr Corps,
Ass't. S« Officer.
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N T IIEADQUARTERS EIGETH, ATR FGRQ‘E‘
N R R AAFSTATION 101 ;
R T 'f G PO 63k
e S mi*ops SN NO. 171 TRt |
PERIOD: 0001 ,'murs 18 October 191;4 to 2400 hours 18 OCtoqer 191411-.( | e s
ijTIST;OS S R e |
‘ | M:.ss::.ons Qg_._s;a_‘_ Sortie,s A’tkg__ TonmL Glains E/A m'ﬁ% OT '-T"OT
Heavy\Bomber A‘tks.+~ 4 567++ u91 z.Bl 1326.4 o-o—o_"
F:.ghten Esccr'b - f60,2;.f i 565\ 4 o 0 0-0-0
Figlrber Svaups
F:.ghter Bombing

(o]

0-0=0
1L 0m0-0 .
Photo Recon.. ;

0

0

0 | 0
Weatherf Recon. - 10 32 31 0 

7 o

29

‘o6 o o o

¢}
0" 0m0w0
0

oo ©o ©-0°0c w

‘ Air/Sea Rescue b ‘10 10" . 0-0-0 0. y
Special Operation - 1 19 -0 _ 0 0-0-0" 0u

i ° |

Totals 52 1232 16 481 1526.2., 000
e Totals approximte dne to 76 a/o 1anding on con‘b:.nen'b.

W jo o o o o o u o

e o

Nt Imludes 7 spares, I+ used. ' ,
"B, OPERATIOWxL ‘ESUMMARY G SR e R e

r \1, Bomber !ittao‘ks L ,_"i'. a /'\' L \ :

\ .

ByEf® NARA Date

o Thir’ceen ‘oombat wings (455 B-l?s and 112 B—21+s - 567 a/c} dispatched
against motor vehicle and aero—eng:.ne ‘plants at: E’assel, mo*t:or plant at Gologne, :
chemical works at Teverkusen. Four-assigned targets, “Support by thelve ’ :
fighter groups, 481 a/o drogped 1326.4 tons GP and IB on three primeries,
two gedondarics, additional T/0s, 5/10 to 10/10 undercast caused all f‘orma‘bn.ons
to bomb on PFF and Gee-H. No e/a opposition. Claimss' nil, Tosses: 11 a/c ;
(three B-l'?s, seven B—2L.s). 76 B-l?s repor'bed sufe o contimnt.

ngt E:Qrce , :« "\ "“:[',‘,

Lo 'Nine combat wings (33'7 B—17s) dispatched aga:n_nst ARV and aero-engme
plants at Kassel, 303 a/c dropped 430.1 tons GP, 39746 tons IB = total 827,7
tons = on one prmnary three T/Os from 243300-27 600 foet at 1102 - 1118 hm:rs.u_ i

3

' .
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A1l bombing by PFF. Leaflets dropped: over Knssel, Weather: 9/10 to 10/10 -
cloud over continment; rain and freeczing -on windshiclds, combincd with high hcad-
winds lowering gas supply caused approximately 76 a/c to land on continent. f
Plak: mecager to moderate, inaccurate. Battle Damage: figure incompletc due
to large number of a/c landing on continent. B/A opposition: no attacks;

three JU-88s reported sighted west of Marburg, Cledims: nil, Losses: two
B-17s definitely known to bo lost (one to Al, one to othor reasons). 76 B=17s

. reported safie in Brussels arca.

Fightor Support: Bight groups (102 P-47s and 311 P=51s = 413 a/c)
dispatched. Up 0844 - 0937 hours, dowm 1400-1450 hours. 388 sortics. E/A \
opposition: nil, Two groups strafed rail targets, E/a claims: Nil, ILosses:
19 a/c (nine P-51s believed safe on continent, two P-5lg lost to accidents,

seven P=51s to unknown causcs and one P-47 crash-landed),

Details of bomber attacks as follows: +

Assignod Targets - Dispatched  Attackine Tonnage . Results

, : ' OGP 1B ..
Kessel/Mittelfeld : 229 300 25,9 393,7 Unobscrved
Kassel/Altenbauna . . 108 - Not Attocked j

Other Targets

‘Coldgné (city) _ B \ 1 L5 1,2 Unobserved
© Two U/I T/0s A it 2 2.7 2.7 Unobserved
 rotals . 337 303 430,1 397.6

+ Figurcs approximte due to a/c landing awoye

Second Force

Three combat wings (118 B-17s dispatched against M.T. plant at Cologne,
109 a/c dropped 158.7 tons GP, 162,0 tons IB = totnl 320,7 tons = on primary
and sccondary from 25,000 - 28,000 feet at 1050 =~ 1114 hours, All bombing on -
FFF and GEE-H (due to equipment malfunctions only four squadrons borbed on
Gee=H)o Leaflets dropped on Gologne. Weather: 5/10 to 7/10 over Chonnel and
continent, Tops 18,000-20,000 feect over target. Flak: moderate, fairly ’
accuratc at Cologne. Battle Damage: 18 minor, four majore E/A Opposition:
nil = no sightings. Claims: nil, ‘Losses: one B-17 to unknown causes.

Fighter Support: One group (45 P-47s) dispatcheds Up 0927 hours,
down 1316 hours, 38 sorties, B/A Opposition: =nil, Olaims: nil. Losses:

Details of bomber attacks as follows:

Assigned Target o Digpatched Abtacking Tornage  Results
Coiogneg-Ford Plant 118 79  115.2 117,0 Unobscrved

PO, g ] . .'2-




DECLASSIFIED

1 Authority pyND TABOCS. _ |

ByEf® NARA Date 113\ L

Other nget ‘ Dispatched Attack’ir;g Iomage - Results
; . . N ’ o @? E o S -

L ]

Cologne/Mippes Y - ___. . 30" _43.5 45,0  Unobserved

' Totals R 18 109 158.7 162,0

' Third Force

~ One combat wing (112 B-24s) .diépatchcd against Ieverkuson oﬁc‘amical‘
planty 69 o/c dropped 89,5 tons GP, 88,5 tons IB = total 178,0 tons = on

primery and secondary from 22,000=24,000 feet ot 1058-1116 hours,. All bombing

on FFF and GEB=H, - Weather: 10/10 cloud over Ieverkusen, Flok:s meager,

inaccurate at primary, Battle Damage: 25 winor, one major, I/A opposition:

no efa sighted. Claims: mnil, Iossos: soven B-24s to unknoym causes.

Fipghter Support: Three groups.‘(ll}ﬁ‘2~51s) dism tched, ~Up O9h~7-0950~ a

houra, dowm 1355 = 1405 hours. 139 sortiocs. B/A Opposition: nil - no
sightings. Claims: nil, Iossess nil.: . : , Y

Details of hamber attacks as follows:

' Asaig,nad Torgcet : ~ Dispatched Attacking Tonnage. "Results
, Leverkusen (I.G. Parbbon e 39 56,0 55,0  Unobserved
Cheme Plant) o - S a .
. Other Torpst | .
Cologne-Nippes WY . __ 30 3345 _33s5  Uncbserved

Totals B ¥ 69 895 88,5

2. Fighter Esocors -

 Twolve groups (457 P-6ls, 147 P=47s » 60k a/c) dispatched to support
bombers attacking Cologme, Kassel and Leverkusen. Up 08L4~0947 hours, d.ov.m-
1316-1450 hourss 565 scrties. No e/ opposition.. Two groups 'stra:?ed‘ rail
troffic botween Colomme and Kassel, claiming 22 locomotives, 40 froight cars
destroycd, 65 freight cors damaged. No o/a claims, Lossos: 19 a/c (ninc .
Pr51s bolioved safc on continent, two P-51s lost to accident, seven P-5ls to
unknown causes, and one P-47 orash-landed). . .

3, Fighter Sweeps
- Nil. ’

%e Fightor Bombing -
Nile

5‘ Photo Recoﬁnaissance

Nil, .‘
R s

n-mn'n'ﬁ‘m B
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32 a/c; (25 P=51s, four B-Zh.s , thre.e Mosqu;x.toes) d:.spatuhed. P-51s
scouted bomber targets without incident, Three B-24s completed routine oversea
. reconnaissarice, one returned before finishing mission due to hendwinds.
Mosquitoes completed special flights over U.K,, Hastern Ltlantic y Belg :Lun,
. Holland, Western Gormany. Losses: nils o

e T &'ir'/Sea Rescue ‘

10 P dlupatchcd Six a/c conpleéed routine patrol mlssions.
Foux- a/c dispatched to search area NE of North Forcland for 1ife raft but
no raft discovered at reported location. No reported baileouts or ditchings.
All a/c retur‘ncd safuly after completlng; missions,

i

Speo:.al Opera'bions

19 a/o (elgh’c p-51s, , four P-lﬂa , threec B—l?s with four P—5ls as -
\escort) carried out radn.o relay missions, No losses,

C. INTELLIGIII\IGE

LA : 1. Enermy Air Opposition
There was no air opposition to todoy's heavy bomber attacks in the
Cologne~Knssel areas Fiohters providing close escort and sweeping possible
P e/a asscmbly arcas reported no encountcrs,  The only indication of possible
e/a activity was the sighting of a number of  scattored con'bra;.ls which .
- suggest that a ‘fow jet or rocket-propellccl 8/a oy have been’ a:wborno s and the.
\ .  sighting of ‘three Ju~-88s we.;t of M&rburg. ) :

’ - Weather concht.v.cns in Germany wcrc agan.n genorally unfavoroble, This
‘ fac’cor indicated the unliklihood of o decper penetrat:.on and probably had a
decided :mfluonce on the lack of rg,.act:t.on. v

/

24 Flal;

Kssel - meager to moderate, inaccurate.
Cologne = moderate, fairly accuratc,
Loverkusen - meager, inaccurate, . ‘
Coblenz = meager to moderate, generally accurate,
Bur'zen - meager, fairly accurate.

5002N=0712E -moager, accuratc.

BOIIN-0715E -mesper, accuratc.

w

3. Observa‘tlons

An L/F with letters "PR-L" on western edge of field, Several U/I

e/a on perimeter track, o
' Limburg A/F observed with no actlv:.ty. ' '
Grass A/F' secn thrce miles north of Limburg, apparently wc‘bive as

wheel tracks-were secn on flelu.

e
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g sgoRz
' , Gamwf']aged a:l.rstrip with a long gross rummy running cnst and west
" vicinity Rhoinback, WF=4525. No e/a on field, ;
‘50«60 buildings belioved to conatitute an army comp or depot at 5010-07471.‘., &
imediate]y east of a village and a large hridgc across the Rhine, -
12«15 smokn pots seen in oporatﬁ.on at 5035N=0715E on sc‘uth bank of Rhine,

‘4o Demige %o Epemy Instellations

Hsavy cloud cover over targets prevents any acourate assossment of damnge.

(U

v/
7/

NOTE: The toregoing is based on prel:.minary reports an,d. is not 'bo be used
for record purposes..
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