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L ATmACk ON COLOGNE on 17 oeT 1944

(1) INFORMATION RECEIVED ON THE &TTACK

1250, with full flghter escort.,
U.S¢ 8TH AIR FORCEe -
0904 - 1000 A hrse
2214 x /CJOO lbo GePe.
1607 x 250 1be GePe
27,1307 00 lbo GePe
3,217x 500 1be I.Bs

(a) No of aircraft
.. (b) Command*
(c) Time
T (d) Bombs

" e o s

(11) DETAILS cr THE ATTAO&

All photographs received are Q/iO to lQ/iO cloud coversd maklng it
im90331ble to plot most of the bursts within the city.

- The following soatte*ed bursts and a fire are seen through breaks in
the clouds:
(Distances ,are moasured. from the center of the QOhenzollerh Brldge in
Gologne to the approx1mate center of the burst area)o

1. Approxxmately 40 in xlelds 2% miles Southeaste

2% At least 20 i, E. and a group of 1ncend1ary bursts in reS1dent1al areas
" .and fleldg 2 5/4 mlles South. ; ' :

3, Seven bursts, 22 miles “ast in fields adjaoent to the Kalk«Nord
marshalllng yarde : a

4, 8ix H.E, and' & group of anendlary in r631dent1al .areas and flelds 3
" miles Bast, :

5¢ A group of 1ncend1ary bursts in a r631den$1al area end across the
, autobahn 3% miles South Southeasts

\

6e £t least 8 H.,E. and a small group of 1ncendiary bursts in flelds 3 3/4 :
miles South. :

7o Approximutely 15 in fields 42 mlles SouthWest.
. 8.'A small group of incendiary: bombs in fields 5% mlles Southwest.

%o Approximately 70 on a partlally bumlt up area near the v111age of
V'Sechtem, 10§ miles Soubhe :

lQ; Approximately 50 on - a partially bullt up area near the v1llage of
" Horrem, 1l miles Woste } _ ,

11, At least 80 in fiolds 1-% miles No'ftrxwést."

12; At leaot 60 on a n&lul&ll} bullu up atea 16 miles Northwest., .

13, Two concentratlons totulllng at loast 120 in fields 21 mlles Northwes

14, Approx1mately 8ann a;partially‘bullt upuarea 19 mlles-ﬂnrthw$st.

15, An unidentified building is seen ﬁgrning>l7%»miles Northweste
(i11) SUOKE SCREEN | |

‘A smoke screen *s seen in operation but cloud cover prevents any
statement as to its e ectlfcnoss.

(iv) ACTIVITY*
COL@?VE VAHN ATRFIELD
| (3)\No aircraft cre viusibles ; o R ‘Af

(b)Y The landlng Qround remains servxoeable. , Lo
. , /(v) ANNOTATED INT
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,"(vi)'BOMB Pﬁoi»=,
7(v11) PHOTOGRAP&“ RmC?IVED

=2 3 3 3

-
-

= 333333

22 I I 332

~(v) 'ANNOTATED PRINT b}

'SM3Wﬁwd

;“100/950-9u6 L

E- -2 - - B -

- 385/851,985,8%4

44/1172, 10
91/763
92/658 "
93/659.66 :
93/1049, 1050,1052
94/105¢4
94/1065 \
95/1107-1108
96/649 -
96/650 .~
- 96,/851,664

100, 307 C

584/994,995

r583/704-705,, o
389/805-307
$30/1030-1032
392/1080-1083 ~ "
398/402-408 oo
s08/404 . "

401/710-711,718 "

| 445/704,706,707. "

| 446/747-749 "
447/708,707 . "
aa/710 "

443/844,846,851
45&/645,047 648 "

453/814-816 - M
457/606 o
457/%07 608 "
458/527-528,531 M
- 458/529-530 oon
466/515 n
467/%03.613 B
486/481,484,486 "
487/423 - ! "
487/424 Y
489/497-498 "
490/521,322 o
326,329 L
-431/%55-480 on

L 021\; Prepwrodﬁ

T =3 332 =23 zga r e P E R L ERER ; 5 as

Tone préphfjé‘dfu L

03084
02054

o 0P024
.0u0vA
09114
09114

09044

03044 .

09244
\ -Q:)ZSA‘

. 0931a

09544

09274

09234

0927A

08254

03254

09064

02104

xll? ocr 44 0915A hrs.
: 09374 |

e 09524

+ 109384

~09384

09584

m

22 =

‘333 3T 8 ‘I B

- Caw
- e

233333

Unknown

09384
09254

09254

09274
09544
09544

03064
09044
- 10004
T 0wlDA
09564 -

09334

- 09844

0Yb0A

09504

09504
09434
03184
07161

09184
09464

09Y4a
O")Z(J'f‘.

09044 hrs.
"

=

33 3=

=

= =

23 2=

P

'

.-

NN EEREY

?jgo,eoo (F.L.7") 25,0001
1/41,100 24,000!
‘L/4b,300” " 26:460f
1/26,500 (F,L,12") 25,5001
L/éo,sno (FoLo ")  25,500!
1/ 40 250 M - 23,5001
1/26,000 (FoLo12") 25,0000
s e g
v/4=-'1 : » 000
1,713,650 (F.L.24") 27,300
_1,26 000 (F.L,12" 126,000
i/;s 2300 (FaL.?") 26,4000
1/45,700 28,7007
© 1/13,500 (P,szé") 27,0001
,14?5 »000 (F.Ll12") 25,000t
S
L, 0
1/40,400 28,600t
ﬁﬁza,oog (FoLe12%) 25,000t
1/24,00 " 24,0001
1,/47,000 (F,Le7") 27,5001
1/25,400 (F;L.l%?) 23,400t
v U
4o O VN
5949:7Jo<_' wo 26,800
1/475000 W - 24,5004
1/%b 700 " 26,7007
i,eo ,260 " 23,5001
/45,400°  n 26,5001
;/ég,ooo (FaLosl2") - 26,6001
1/42,800 (FaLoT") 25,0001
'iféé 1gg 2 ' 24,000
4 23,000"
1/42,300 @ ® 24,7001
| JL/12;850 (F,L.24") 26,7001 .
,341.100 (F.Le7")" 24,000t
/45,500 ; 26,5001
- 1/23,500 CF.L.lzﬂ),;zs,soor
1/42,300 (F.L,7") 24,700
ij?a 600 (F. u.12") 25,6001
21,800 21,8001
1/%1,900 (F.L,7") 24:400r
1/25,000 (P,L,12M) 25,000t .
i§59,4oo.(p.a.7") 23,0001 °
40,250 - ° 123,500t
;/1a’5oo‘ m 24,7000
: a/%a.ooo (FoLol2") 25,000t
;/40 250 (F.L.?") - 23,5001
1/%4 s00 n 26,0001
/;1 100 @ ' 24,000¢

3333333333333 333333333333

333333 I T T8RS 3

3 =3

STRIBUTION No. 1l

DIs
a9 Ccpies
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H8a W Un RTERS
NINKTY PIFTH S.dBasoikiHT GROUP (if)
Cf'iqs of the Uperations Officer
AFO 559.
19 October 1944,

SJBJBCT: Report of Cpesrations Officer, Mission of 17 Octover 1344,

Koli, Germny.
T0 s Comrandirg Offiocer, 95th Bomb Grou,f, ().

§8A S UAUROH DPORMATION

1l C&MBRAL NARRATIVE: The S8A aquadron formetien, flylng
as lead of 134 combat group, took off at 0529 « 0560 hours. Sjuade
ron assembly was affeoted over the base at 15,000', By 0858 houras
the 958 hijh sjuadron and the 95C low squadronm had joined sroup JTorme
ation and procesdsd to olimb circliug Bunocher #23. ZThe base was de-
parted iz group formation at 0738 hours at 20,000* and the course
over Bngland wus flown as briefed, except that Splasher #6 waa at
short in order tn croas the English coast on time at Orfordneas.
The 85C low sjuadron was lost from the group formation during the
wing aascmbly snd never regsined pesition im the formation during
the missione Climb wes ocontioued over the cghannel and the enemy
ooast was orogsud on course ot 0818 hours at an altitude of 23,000°,
8inoe the formstion was two minutes ahead of soheduls, & dog leg
was flown ea route to Loatrel Point #3, and the IP was reached at
0852 hourg at 27,000, While on & PFF bomb run in group formmtion,
the group lezder waa bYadly hit by flak, started a slow right turn,
and the formatiom followed hin down to 23,500% before the zegond el
emant lessder took over the squadron at 0913 hours. The lead of the
squadron wis not takon over by the deputy, as he wes lost due o
flak 4in tae Garget ares, By the time the group leader had ocomplet od
his aborticn, the formatioa was past the bomb release point and it e
side the briefeod right turn at the rully poimt. At this tiws the
68 i, b squadron agsuned group lead aad reference is made to the
parrative of thai squadren for the rewainder of the mission. The
base was rseuched at 1139 hours and the 96A squadron landed wi 1l& =
1169 houre.

2. ALRCRAFT MOT ATZACKINGs Bleven 4/0 plus one PFF lead were
dispatohed as shown in formation Diagrsm A. All A/C were over the
segondery tar et and pagsed over the last resort target as shomn in
Disgran lae all 5/C are credited wita sortiss,

3. &1RCHaFL LOSTs

#8179 » Hit by flak on the bomb run and landed in Grusscls,
Deljiume The navigetor of this 4/C wes reporta
<illed by flake

#6095 = Lost in the targei rreu due to fluke
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53 SQUADRON FORMATION

lo, GENEBRAL NARRATIVE: The 955 squadron formstion, flying as
nigh squadron in 13A oombat group, teok off at 05156 ~ 0535 hours, and
assembled over the base ut 16,000%, Squidron assembly was completed
snd the “ormmtion Joined the group by 0855 while oireling the base,

Reference iz made tothe above report of the 954 squadron fom e
ation for a gencrul narrative of the m.ssion to the point where $HA
leader announoced that he wnae aborting and that the 95B squadron w s
to take the group lead, By this time it was impossible to make &
run oa the lest resort tar ct, XKoblenz, as the FFI" operator was un=
able to piek 1%t up, A second run on Colegne was not made as it did
not syem advisable tc imolate the formatiom far to the rear of the
other groups, &8s would have been necessary, so the group swung into
wing formation for the route back without dropping bombse, The Belgian
oonst was left at Ogtend at 1058 hours and at an altitude of 10,800°,
and the English coast was reached at 5212N » O138E at 1131 hours at

1000', The bLmse was reached at 1139 hours and the 958 squadron landed
at 1143 ~ 1212 hours, _

2, AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING: Twelve A/C plus one PFF lead were
dispatched as shown in formetion Diagram B, Of the thirteen A/C dis=
patched, one, #5475, ahorted before reaching the target and returned
to base 11d is not credited with a sortie. The remaining twolve 4 /C

were over the secondary target in the formation shown in Diagrea 1B,
and are creditod with sorties,

$, AIRCRAFT LOSY:

#7388 =~ Hit and badly orippled by flak in the target are
snd landed in Bel;iwm with wounded personnel on
board.,

956 S<UADRON FORMATION

le GBEMNBRAL RARRATIVE: The 95C asquedrom formation, flying as
low squadreon in the 13A oombat group, took off at 0652 « 0619 hours
and asgembled over the base at 14,600', §quadron assembly was gom~
pleted at 0845 hours and the formation Jjoimed the group by 0856 hours
while oiroling the base, Shortly after departing for the win: ase
sembly &t Buncher #12, the 95C squadron leader was caused to abert
beesuse of mechanical fallurse The high element leader attempted
%0 refora the squadron but “he second element lead and the low el-
sments were seen to desodn. to the left, and were not sgeen agein un-
+11 near the RP, BHe then ocut short the briefed course, orossing the
Brglish coast at 0800 hours in an attempt to rejoin the other two
squadrons, which had gotten about two minutes ahead, but he did not
succeed in locating them, At 0816 hours and 22,600' the high element
joinod the low sguadron of the 100th group and at 0818 hours oremsed
the coast with them and proceeded on to the target where they dropped
their bombs at 0904 hours on & magnetio heading of 17°, and at 27,200
altitudees MNear the RP the original high elemént was joined by six
other A/C of their original squadron, snd ell returned together aleng



the briefed route, orossing the enemy coast at 1066 hours at 2000°,
The base was remched at 1144 hours and landing wes made at 1200 < 1210
hours. v

The sesond elsment lead and the low element did not sucoceed in
rejoining the lead squadron nor the high element of their own squdron
during the wing and division assenbly, so they joined onto the low
squadron of the 452nd group in the 45th wing formation and flew with
them along the entire route to the target and RP dropping with them on

‘the secondary target, At the RP they joined their original hizhe lemsnt
and returned to the buse with them as told above,

One other A/C of the 950 squadron joined the 34th group in the
93rd wing formation, flying the entire route and bombin; with them,

2, AIRCRAPT NOT ATTACKING: Twelve A/C plua one PPP lead wer o
dispatched as shown in formation Disgram C, Of the thirteen A/C dise
patched two A/C, #7992 and #8228, aborted before reaching the target,
returning to base, and are not oredited with sorties., The remain ng

sleven A/C were over the target as shown in Diagram 1C, and are orede
ited with sorties.

3e AIRCRAFT LOST: Hone.
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THOMAS H. HOLBROUK,
Lt. 001.. Alr Corpl.
Operations Officer.

Byg.f® NARA Date jjj_&lﬂ_
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FPIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer EeB=26

17 Oetober 1944,

SUBJECT: Lead Nevigator's Narrative, Ninety Fifth "A" Squadron, Mission
of 17 OQotober 1944, Colonge, Germany.

TO : Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), A.A.P,

ls At approximately 0918 hours, just past the Rally Point I took
over the lead of the lead squadron when the lead ship was hit by flak and
forced to leave the formstion at 23500', ¥hen we took over our altitude
was 23600' due to the fact that the formation had followed the lead ship
which had lost about 3,000' altitude before he left the formation,

24 Ve followed the briefed routs bask and left the Enemy coast at
10664 hours et 6118 O307E at 7,800' altitude. We orcssed the English
coast in at 1132 hours at B208N O130E at 500 altitude.

3. At the time we took over we were flying 4 position in the lead
squadron., We returned to the base at 1147 hours and landed at 11567 hours,

C. N, BNGLIBH
1st Lt., Air Corps,
Lead Yavigatar ,
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
" Offies of the Operations Officer E=E-28

17 Ootober 1944.

SUBJECT: Lead Navigator's Narrative, Ninety Fifth "B" Squadron, Mission
A of 17 Ootober 1944, Colonge, Germany,

;o) s Oommanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Greup (H), A.A.P,

1. We led the Ninety Pifth "B" Squadron, 13th "A" Group. We were
sirborne at 0515 hours and made assembly at BU# 23 at 16000', We left
the base at 0738 hours at an altitude of 21000', e arrived at BT 12 at
0760 hours at an altitude of 23000', e did not resch 5P# 6 but orossed
BU# 23 at 0760 hours and departed from the English ocomst at Crfordness at
0800 hours at an altitude of 23000',

» 2, We reashed the inemy coast st 0816 hours at 23500'; this heing
C.P. # 2. We' performed a dog-leg in the Brussels area in order to lose
time so that the second task foroe would not be too far behind us. We
arrived at C,P, # 3 at 0845 houra. /e reached the Initial Point at 0852
hours at au altitude of 268G0*', We resched the target at 0904 hours but
did not drop sny bombs, '

8, Comiiticas at the target masde the run a P.F.F, target and we
were bombing in Wing Formstion., The lead ship falled to drop bonbs and
turned from the target., As we were dropping on their lsader we did not
drop. Later we disoovered that the lead ship had suffered by flak and
as a result of injury to personnel they had not dropped bombs., We follw
owed the lead aquadron from target and eventually redceived word that they
were sborting and we were to assume lead position. By this time it was
impessible to make a run on our last resort target, Ksbleaz as I, F7,P,
gould not pisk it up. As second run on Colonge scemed inadvisacle aince
it would hauve resulted in isolating our formation far to the rear of the
stream we returned home without dropping bombs.

4. We left the Enemy coast at Ostend at 1056 hours at an altitude
of 10000' and reached the English coast at 6212§ 01385 at 1031 hours at

an altitude of 1000', We reached the base at 1039 hours at 1000' altitudse
and landed at 1046 hours,

THOMAS A. HENRY
1st Lt., Alr Corps,
Lead Navigatore
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CONFIDENTIAL

HRADQUARTERS
NINSYY FIPTH BOMBARDMENY GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer R-B-28

17 Cotober 1944,

SUBJECT: lead Navigator's Narrative, Winety Pifth "C® Squadron, Nissien
of 17 Ootober 1944, Colongs, Germany.

r0 + Comsanding Offioer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), A.A.F.

1. The Ninety Pifth "0" Squadron was flying as lew squadroa in the
13th "A" Group. After a take off at 0600 hours we completed our rendes-
vous over the base at 06485 hours at an altitude of 14€00', Pollowing
the flight plan we departed the base at 0732 hours om a southwesterly
course prior to meeting the other wings at Buncher § 12 as scoheduled at
0780 hours. We were leading the high slewsnt o f the low (C) squadron and
ot the instant of turning Soward this bunsher the squadron lesder had te
abort de to mechanical failure,

2., At this tims the low squadron was sbout two minutes behind soh-
edule but the lead and high sguadrons were within sight on courre. We
attempted to gather the remmining plames inte a formation dut only swe ships
got into pesition. The others wers sssn desemnding %o the left. We were
indicating a plus ten and fifteen from that $ime om to the Eaglish seast
and out short of the briefed cource in an sttempt to ecatoh the other twe
squadrons, We orossed the Buglish coast at 0830 hours at planned but seuld
not looate the lead sguadron., At 08185 hours, BIRSR OR35R at 22500' we
Joined the low zquadrom of the 100th Bosd OGreup, planning to follow them

%o their target,

3. We crossed the Bnemy coast at 0818 hours at 28300' at 5109%
0248E and procecded to parallel the briefed course abesut ten miles south
of sourse until we reached SOSYN OBSSEE at 0832 hours. %Then we turned
nertheast and joined the briefed course slightly southesst of Brussels.
From then on through to the R.P, wa flew with the th Greup, dropping
our bombs at 0904 hours on a magnetic heading of 17T ab 27200,

4. Near the R,P, tho other six ships of the eriginal low squadrea
formed on us and we returned via the briefed sourse oroasing the
coast at 1085 hours at §106M OS38R at 9000'. We erossed the Emglish
ooast at E114N O137E at 1138 hours at 2000', There were no planned
deviaticns from the bdriefed ocurse om returm but we were not teo sure of
ourselves as our Gee Bex burned out over the target and we had to use
D.R, procesdures using metre winds, At 1144 hours we oame over the base
at 1500* in preparation for the peel off but had te awing ence around the
field before it was asoomplished. Landing time was 1203 hours,

CONFIDtN"”AL " | iﬁ:%‘gf.‘ﬁ!ﬁ”’.‘

Ileed Navigator,
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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS .
' NINETY PIFTH BOMBARDMENY GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Offiser B-r-268

17 Ootober 1944.

BUBJECT: XNarrative of Bombing, Thirteenth "A"™ Group, Mission of 17 Ostoder
1944, Colonge, Germmny.

70 1 Oommanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Greup (H), A.A.P,

le In sccordance with the Third Bombardment Division field order
452 paragraph §8 section §6, previous to the taks off the 13th Wing
Commander received permission from Third Bombardment Division to make
& Group drop. The P.P.F. ship leading $8th "C" S3quadron in the 13th "A"
Group aborted over the field and the A/ of 5%th “¢" Squadron formed on
S8quadrons of the 13th "B” and 13th "C" Group, 93rd Combat Wing, and the
45th Combat Wing, and went into target with these groups.

The lead ship of the 13th "A" Group was hit by flak on the bomd run
before bombs away and was unable to release its bomba, 7The bombardier of
high squadron briefed to make & wing drop did not relesse. The whole
group followed 96th "A™ leader around to the right of briefed sourse,
When it was finally determined that he was sborting the P.P.F. leading
the 95th "B” Squadronm in 13th "A" Group took over the group lesd. Ne
opened his doors and attempted to marshall his forsces to make a rum on
the laat resort, but wns %00 olese for the mickey man to male a run,

Thus the bombs of 96th "A" and 95th "B" Squadrons were returned,

It is recommendsd by this office that sesondary and last resorss

be chosen a greater distance from primary to safeguard this faillure from
happening again,

WAYNE R, FITEGERALD
Major, Alr Corps,
Group Bombardier,
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HEADQUARTERS

KINETY FIFTH BOMBARDVENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Engineering Offiocer

VoA~ 1 ]

APO 664,
17 October 1944,

SUBJECT: Engineering Report on Combat Mission of 17 October 1844,

TO 3

Commarding Officer, $5th Bambardment Gp (H), Attn: Lt Col MIMFOKD.

1. The following information is submitted concerning combat mission

of 17 October

L.

8.

| 3
5,

1944,

-

Thirty-eight (38) B-~17 airplenss tock~off as scheduled.
Thirty-two (32) B-1l7 acirplenes returned to base after
ocompletéon of misalion.

B=170 43-38696, 44~81T79 and 973583 are miseing is action,

There were three (3) sbortive airplanes.

Re

b

42-87992 - #3 engine failure.

44-6475

0. 43-38288 - No meohanieal trouble.

Battle damage

e
5.

LT
T,

‘m:“. . ':"..

42-107154
42-107201
42-972186
42-102447
44-6528
43-38661
42-102678
42-31820
42-31939
43-38283
42-102961

is a3 follows:

| 2 N N B B D N B A A

left & right outer wg panel ohg.
Right outer wg panel chg.

Major sheet metal.

#1 main fuel tank chg.

Left outer wg panel chg.

Major sheet metal.

ke jor sheet metal,

#4 and §#4 rain fuel tank chg.
H#ajor sheet metal,

iight outer wg panel chg.

Haln spar damage in 42 nacelle.

CLAKENCE U, FIELDS,
Major, Alr Corps,
Base Engr, Officer,

= Pilot under-estimated his fuel supply.
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HEADQUARTRERS
_ RINETY FIFY. BUUBARDMENT GROUP ()
OFFICE OF TLE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

17 Qotober 1944
S8UBJECTtT G52 Report 95A

k¥ t Comaanding 0fficer, 98th Bemb Go. (H), APO 580.

1. 11 &/C plus 1 PFF of the 95th group took off beginning
at 0529 hours tc form the lead group of the 1354 Combat Wing to
attask Cologne, G
12 4/C plus "PFF of the 98th group took off begimning at
0518 hours to form the high group of the 13A Combat Wing to attaek
Cologne, Ge
12 A 70 plur 1 PFF of the 95th Bomd Group toock off beginne
ing at 0552 hcure to form the low group of the 13A Combat Wing to
attack Tclogne, Cermany,
Tho following A/C returned esrly:
C 42«97992 returned from (52°Q4'K-00°50'E) #3 enyine
fallure,
AfC 44-647E returned from (00°80'B-52°30'N) fuel supply
low,
A/C 4%-38288 rsturned from (B50°47'N-08YZ21'E) thres guna
sut.
2. %Yo enosmy fighters were reported seen.
3. ¥Flak was snccuntered at two placesy
Cologne = ancurats, tracking, moderate to lntease
Kobiens « accurats, tracking, meager to moderats.

4, The 954 and 95B squadrons did not drop thelr bombs asn the
lead 2hip was hit by flak and fell out of the foraatlion on the bomb
run., The 96C squadron leader alsco sborted and thin squadror broke
formation und bombed with the followlng groups; & //b with the 100th
§ A/C with the 452nd, 1 A/C with the 390th and 1 A/ with the 34th,

B. A/C #8895 and a/a 73635 were loast, dus to flak. /¢ #8179
landed in Brussels, Delgium after belmsg hit by flak. The nsvigator
on this A/C¢, dajor ‘avia, was reported zilled by fisk. 4il cther
A/U returned to base snd ianded by 1212 hours.

For the Inteliligence Officery
SUBKPH Ce WHESTERKALP,

ist Lt.y Alyr Coros,
Ass't, 5«8 Ofilcer,



