HZADQUARTERS
NINETY FIPTH BCMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Offiocer

APO 569 ¢
30 September 1944,

‘ SUBJECZ: Report of Operations Officer, Wiasion of 28 September 1944, Mersebderg.

TG + Commanding Officer, 5tth Bombd Group (H).

96 "A" Group

lo GENERAL NARRATIV:: The 95 "A"™ Group took off at 0746 - 0754 hourse
We assenbled over the base at 15,000' at 0918, and at this time wing assembly
was sade., The briefed sourse was followed and we crossed the Ingligh ococast
out at Southwold at 0944. The Belzian coast was orossed in at Ostend at 1010
hours, The briefed courass was followed within 10 miles to the IP,

We arrived at the IP at 26,000' at 1167. At 1206 hours hombs were
away at the primary target. The RP was reached at 1220 hours at 24,000'. The
return route was followed 10 miles south of the briefsd ocourse to Frankfort,
Here the group leader was forced to abort and the high squadron leader toock
over the lead of the group. The high group then took over lead of the wing.
The Belglian coast wes crossed out at 1429 at 10,000'. The Bnglish coast in
wag orosssd at Southwold at 150f hours and we were over the base at 1613 hours
at 1200 feet, We landed at 151& - 15629 hours.

2. AIRCK/Fi NOT ATT-CKiNG: Twelve A/C including one FFF were dispatched
a8 shown in Dizgram "A". COns of these, #7383, aborted over the field. Eleven
A/C attacked tie target as shown in Disgram "1A", and eleven were given oredit
for sorties.

3e AIRCRAFT LOLT: A/C #43-87801 was hit by flak and has not been heard
frome A/7 #48-38460 was hit by rlak in the tail, the crew bailed out and all
ars safe with the exception of the tail gunner who was killed,

96 "B" Group

l. GENERAL NARRATIVE: Tha 35 "B" Group waa flying low in the 13 B
Combat Wing. The general narrative is the ssme as that of the 95 “A" Group
except in the waya listed helow:

95 "B" Oroup took off at 0756 - 0808 hours.
Bombs away &t 1205 due to a ualfunction.

They arrived over the base at 1613 and landed at 15630 - 1646 hours.
2.  AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING: Thirteen A/C were dispatched as shown in
attached Disgram "B". fTwo of thego, #2447 and #7264, aborted over the field,
Fleven £/C attacked the target as shewn in Dissram "1B", 11 4/C were givem
crecit for sorties,

2. AIRCRAPT LOST: XNons,
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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

LPO 559.
28 Septembor 1944,

SUBJECT: Abortiom of A/C # 7264,
TO : Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H).

l. Ve were approximately 6 miles NE of the field climhing

to rendezvous altitude whem I noticed a fluctuation in RPM., Ale
most immedistely we encountered & runaway prop. To remedy same I

- 'pushed feathering buttor, retarded throttle and lowered RPM. When
RPM dropped to mormal, I pulled feathering awitch out then tried
to operate the prop sagain. It failed to operate normally so I tried
to feather Wut with no result, I lowsred 2ir speed to 135 to lessen
vibration, jettisomed lWombs im channel amd returned to field,
Altitudes 11,000!
Time s 0930

HBADQUARTERS
NINGTY FIPTH BOUBARDIINT GROUD ()
office of the Operations Officer

APO 5539,
28 Septomber 1944,

SUBJECT: Abortion of 4/C # 7333.
70 : Commanding Offficer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), AP0 559,

1. Altitude 15,000
Pogition - Circling fisld,
Time of Abortion - 0902
Reason - Tall and waist aud Somb ardier and Co-pilot oxygen
pressure dropped 150 1bs in 3/4 hour. .

. . 4\\

HEADQUARTERS :
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (2)
Office of the Operations Orficer

APO 55
28 September 1944,
SUBJECT: Abortion of A/C 2447,
L1

TO ¢ Commanding Officer, 95th Bombwrdment Group (H), APO 569,

1. Aborted at 1000 at 15,000 £t due to | :
( oxygen leak under |
dfck, also an unlocated fire under flight deck. O:imer with b:gsiiiggﬁm
oa leakod quite bedly. Left formation st 1000 at 15,000* ia formatie P
50 miles om courss from Euglish coazt, o R



THREE HUNDRED THIRTY FOURTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) ’
OFFICE OF THE SQUADRON ENGINEERING OFFICER
A.P.o‘ 559

28 September 1944

SUBJECTs Abortion of B-17G No., 42-97264,

03 Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), AAF Station 119,

1, This airoraft aborted from the mission of 28 September 1944,
returning to this base at 1010,

2. The pilot observed a light film of o0il issuing from the
orankoase breather pipe of No. 2 engine., At the same time had Qifficulty
controlling the propeller, Feathering of the propeller was attempted
but with no success, continuing to windmill during the return flight,

3¢ The o0il tank was found dry on ground inspection, and the
propeller shaft to bind.

4, This is an engine failure, " Airoraft will be in oommission
30 September 1944, '
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THREE HUNDRED THIRTY FOURTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE SQUADRON ENGINEERING OFFICER
AP0, 569

. 28 September 1944

SUBJECTs Abortion of B-17G No, 42-102447,

T0: Commanding Officer, 96th Bombardment Group (H), AAF Station 119,

1, This aircreft aborted from the mission of 28 September 1944,
returning to this base at 1030,

2. The pilot reported a leak in the pilot-navigator oxygen system,
Also that smoke issued from beneath the flight deck, but exact location
unknown,. '

3. This airoraft will be test hopped this afternoon with the desired
purpose of locating the origin of the smoke. This is the second report of
the observed smoke,. :

4, This aircraft will be in commission tonight,

e

DONALD H., DOWLIN,
Capt, Air Corps,
Engineering Officer,



336 BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON (H)
OFFICE OF THE RNGINENRING OFFICER
- AA? 119 APO 659

a8 Sopt.bor 1944

SUBJEG? 1 Airplane Abertions.

To 1 Group Operations.

1, Airp).uc‘ 97388 aborted frem the missien of thh date beocause

e qéloxnu 1sek. Om the greund shook a 1«1:1@; ozyﬁn
rogullfo! was found in the tail gumner's position. No other
‘Breu’ol; wes found.

ROBERT 2. BAITHR,
G‘pt.. lil‘ c.rp. B
Bagineering 0ffioer.



 CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer E-F-26
v ’

28 loptiuhor 1944

SUBJRO®s Lead Navigator's Narrative, Ninety PAfth "B® Group, Mission ef
28 Soptember 1944, Merseburg, Germany.

70 t Oemmanding Officer, 86th Bewbardment Group (H), A.A.F,

1. The Ninety FPifth "B" Group was flying as low group in the 13%h
"B" Gombat Wing. We took off a% 0766 hours snd the group was formed over
base at 14000' at 0860 hours.

Be Wing essembly was made over base at 14200' at 0886 hours. We
departed the base for BU 87 at 0914 hours, Fermation passed three miles
north of BUF 27 at 0928 hours ever Ipswisk at 0930 hours and over BUF 23
st 0939 hours and orossed the soast at Soutiwmold at 0848 hours. The
Belgian Coast was oressed two miles west of Ostemd at 1010 hours. The
brisfed acourse was fellowed to within ten miles eof the I.P,

3. We arrived at the I.P, at 1187 hours at 28800', Due % a mal-
function in bombing mechanism, bdombs were away at 1203 hours at 5135N
114CE, fiftesn alles from the primary hsgot, from 26800' un a heading
of 118° magnetic. A trus hesding of 190 wes taken after vombs wway
and the R,F, was made at 1518 hours at 24000¢, ,

4. The return route was followed ten miles south of the briefed
route to a point fifteen miles north eof Frankfort where we cut short
0.P. #6 and again followed ten miles south of brisfed route % Brussels
where we regained the briefed route. The Belgium coast out was reached
at 1439 hours at 5118X ORE7R ot 10000', The English coast was ¢ rossed
at 5' south of Southwold at 1000' at 1606 hours. ¥We were over the base
at 1613 hours at 1000*, ‘

!

JOHX C. MORTON
1s% Lt., Alr Corps,
Lead Navigater.

CONIDeNTIAL



HRADQUARTERS
NIKETY FIPTH BOMBARIMEWE GROUP (K)
OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENOE OFFICER

28 September 1544
SUBJECT: S-2 Report 9GA and 98B,
70 t Commmnding Officer, SBth Bambe. Gp. (H), APO B8O,

1. Eleven A/C plus one PFF A/C of the 98th group tock off begimming at
0748 hours %o ferm the lead group (98A) of the 13A Combat Wing and attack Merse-
burg, Germany. A/C 7283 returned over field - exygem failure.

Thirteen A/C of the 95th group took off begimning at 0758 hours to
form the low group (95B) of the 134 Combat Wing and attack Merseburg, Germany.
The following A/C returned sarly: :

A/C 7264 returned from over field « #2 engine failure.
A/C 2447 returned from 5145-0220 at 1000 hours « exygem system
had a loak, ' '

2. ¥o E/A were encountered.

8. Flak at the target wus agourate, tracking and barrage, and intense
for both groups. '

4. Bembs dropped thru 10/10 oloud and strikee unobserved.

8. Bombs dropped onm PFF A/C. A/C 7992 (95A) hit by flak over target.
Continued to lead formation back to 5030-0630 where command pilet turned wing
lead over to high group and group lead over to high squadron leader and this A/C
aborted. Plane landed in Belguim « 1 man killed, 2 men wounded. A/C 8460 (98A)
hit by flak over target. Tail some knocked off and part of horizental stabiliser
destroyed., All men axcept tail yumer parachuted te safety near Ghent, Belgium.
Tail gumner lest over target when tail was knocked off. AKX 7801 was hit by flak
in target area after bambs away. No further report is avallable, but the pilet
onlled about five mimites after target he was going to bail out if he couldn't
make Prence. Not heard from after that. All other A/C returned to this base and
landed by 1630 hours. . .

STARLEY R. WHEATON,
Capt., Alr Corps,
Ass't. B2 Officer,
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" (d) Bombs:

gl & jgroup. of ok &eﬁwm bursts. Seweral groups -and.scattered

“3’@‘?‘;‘#7 kwﬂi

and a .group of % (huxsts are in fielde rjuw

. surroundlng; the» target areas .

AmmAnK 0N MERSEBUEE T on ?8 qrp 1944

INFO%MATION RECEIVEJ oN- THE ATTAPK n

G

(a) Yo of\alr,;aft
() Commsnd *
(c) fgime -

S11 WJ.th full fwhter escor‘b.
;‘U,S- 8th AIR FORCEy ™ ¢

#1158 - 1210 houre. L _ g
V932 % 1000 1b. GaPe o "
. léyl. %L B .‘.‘bo_Ga'P"I T ‘ ‘

e -""‘u‘ .-

Dn,TAntLS CW "‘H" ATTAS K

(a.) A st teing of Bt 1eax<“l* 12-14 bursts and 4 or 5 scattered bursts
_ere seen oo the West ('?.itr&.t poertion of ths SYNTHETIC OIL
: (Ba}‘lquS) PLANT 2 WOI\T'.A ND-HITROGEN KORKS . ef IaGae
FATRRENINOUSTRIE A.Q\T. "Hits or nesr hits were scored on 2
boiler. }/nusns, compressnr }‘OUS\D, and gas generating plant. ‘
Phot 0\0‘1‘8.34;8 of the attetk are mostly cloud end 'smoke obscured
fmak;mg a complets stauemenb cn tbe results i:mpossn.ble. : '

Co(B) Bursts gra )ria ble \O.'.I elnment of the plant as f,‘ollorws;

e f-*w(n.mnber“sbrmm ',m'{those on the target 1llus'hratmn and
‘ . acc(:mpam'mg hamb:p,wt\ . : _

Gas Genermt:lng Plan’bs (2) One or two pdséib\le hitea, -
,qupres&ﬂ’r_ ‘House ! - ,VQ) Two hits or near hitse

-Boiler‘Houses (21,22) Tv;o hits or near hits on one boiler
~house ~ 1 neer hit on the other.
~ Unidentified Rectangular Bgi’da.ng ~ One direct hit,

(c) Other Bur,sts;

1. A concentration of at least 75 and 10 scettered bursts
blanketed the open fields, residences, roads and rail lines

above the Northwest .corner -of the Synthetio: 0il: Plant, and
‘the fielfls, roads and residences at the Northeast corner by

bursts td‘baliing at least 70 are seen aoross the qyarry and
ope’n f:.elis Hest of the I»’le.rd;‘.i it O

13 _’,ﬁ&m@ﬁ ”"\‘ran.w suh,ﬂg Mrth of the
‘ rma.rﬁfsdllmg M4mm URG. A group of § ‘burste is seen
; .-on regidences at«thE Soul h&sﬁm ot the: mhall*ing yard, -

s b ey et et R e el e e

MERSERURG, Abpwt:8 miles Southwest gf ﬁhééqitya,tnére is a

: group of 6 bursbm in open fields. 4,
AR i Lo
3. Two cqncentre.tibn.s 't;otallu!g at least 3:&(} “m\r&'bs dre in open
. fields and sorcss the AUTOBAHN 3 miles Northwest of the ‘
LEIPZIG (MOCKAU) AIRFIELD, ‘and 16 milés EpsbNortieast of the
synthetic oil palnt at MERSEBURG. Five scoabbered Wursts are
seen in open fields alongside a canal 900 yards Nérthwest of
SCHONEWERDA and 28-miles Wsst of the targete .
: #

T DT LA A YN

! N 4. .
Numerous smoke generators are seen in fairly effectlve operations

1. MERSEBURG AIRFIELD ‘

(2): Only the Northwest and Southwest corners of tho nir!ield are
covereds . .

- {b) No-aircraft are vlsible. -

“{eY Bine siroraft are. visible on 16 S¥p l9‘1-4, CUB‘ZJ%
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z. Lmzxe/mocmu AIRFIEI.D

(a) The airfisld is. narhmllv cloud obsoured. '

(b\ Four wedium air€raft ere ¥isible along the Wes‘t perimeter of the
londing ground. and 1 msdiuwa siréraft is- saen J.n fa.ring pofw. .. %
dtdon  on- the B:/u ta stiug rangea

(e) ¢n'18 SER- 1044 | {UB7/3004), 20 aircyaft were v:.s:.ble. :

(&) The eirfield \La.-:u ha, 1) iz )ar‘mally servlcablem '

- &LmMILW%mmmzmmm\mmmw

(a) Twelve a.mxai‘t are. visible over th.e West half of the airfleld
ras follows : S , L

hie I*.?»-ln- L , ‘ B
ivla U 88 ' o B
mediwa eires af‘b \ .

- 4 ‘1944‘ =7/>417), 16 aircraft were v151ble.
(a) The airfisld .'LS’ rol i.ol}’ serv1ceable.

4o mxpzm/wmw LU’&PALL THG YARD

(w} The West hM of‘ e marshalling yard ia obscured by clouds.
(b) Load*ng Js as follcwal ‘
o ’/.\J : c\‘h‘» ¢’{ ‘

Eastboﬁnd Raﬁéi)tion 8idings =~ ‘Heavy Ty

+ Westbounid ‘Rogbption! sialrge  u ng»a?b s
E&stboand sorﬁng Smlngs L - Heevy“

. . - [
. : o
. »\&l ChehFloL % \'

\c) Two ‘.ocomwtlvee ‘are seon in sto: ain; one’ ul which is heu.ding 8
: trainf m the Westboundf Qecep‘blon Suhngs.

(v) AHNOTATED PRIN!E 3 None prepared. ‘
(vd) Bomb Plot t b bomb plot has been prepared and Wlll be dlstributed;
(vii) PHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVED r

BAV 34/245-247 28 SEP 44 1lb8~1210hrs. %/@2,800 (FoLaT")25,000%B"

®  94/1007 w 120%hrs. - -1/46,200- " 27,000 *

, ™ -94/1008,1009,1011 *® 1209 % X/26,000 (F.L. 2“)26,000“

o w 85/1054,1056 . " 1200% ¢ . 1/42,800 (F.L.7")25,0008,C
n 1oq/889-89¢ 894 ™. 1206% . 1 1/4a,500 ". 26,000uc"
v 100/893 S 1208 7 ©1/27,500(F 4L, 12%)27,500 * -
™ 385/795,797 w1210 ™ 1/42,800 (FoLe7")25, ooo*sn,
- 388/678-80 LoomL 1200 : 1/44. 100 " 25,750 %
® 447/665,668-69 ~ M0 . 1211 ™  1/44,500 * 26,000 *
W B54z/572-78,675 < M. 1201 W 1/44,100 " 25,750 "
® 486/415-16 Loosw o 1207 R 1/44,500  ® 26,000 ®
M oggefayr 0 om 1207 ® '1/26,%00(F, Le12%)26,300 *
" 487/459 " 1206 ¥ ~31/@5,500 (PoLa7T")25,500 *
. 487/350 " 1zo7 M 1/26.000(F,u.;2“)26 0co ®
‘* 496,249-50,252 = " 1158 * 1/43450C {F,1.47")25,5C0 "
’ o 194/@87 " * Unknown | Obllque(F L.b 3 8")25 5004
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25 combet wings ‘(787 B-178 axtd 262 B—zz.a 1049 a/a) aispatched in three
foroes against oil and motor 6plants in central Gemaxw. Suppert by 15 ﬁgh'ber
groupss 972 a/c dropped 251645 tons G.Ps and I.B. on three assigned targets, one
PFP-seoondary,. and additional T/0s. All exoept one group bombéd on PFF. Weather
7/10 = X0/10-at a1 targets, . E/a oppos, tions:-two combat wings. of first forve a
'l:aqk,edm 25 %0.75 afa near TePe} on:fraﬁ of each of: other fomes mt mak at

qztmm 1,0-?-5v quses; 49 B-l?s, 3 B-ZL..s}.
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. Twelve oambat wings . (&45 m-rl,s) d:.spa.tohaﬂ. against tank aero-engine
synthetio oll plants at mgdeburgg 417 a/a dropped 87343 tons é-.P., 188,2 tmznd

I.B, = total 1061.5 tons = an’one’ primzy secondary ci'by of Magdeburg) and T/0s
from 25,000 = 27,000 feet at 1134 = 1212 hours, One group bombed visually, ree
minder on PFF, Weather: 3/10 - 7/10 en raute, 7/10 - 10/10 at target, Flak:
moderate at target, accurate on’ ‘P wik; y insosurate on eight, mMttle damage:
88 maJor, 38 minor, . B/a opposition;, twp wings effea‘bi:s{a}y attacked ¥y 25 ko 75
8/e o/a near TP, about 50-miles west of ¥latms: 10=7-5, Lossess
28 B=17s (18 to e/a, five to AL, two to acaﬁe;ﬁa, tlmae to wnknom, Oause&).

y v 5. P ?3:3262”3.3% - 298 a./o) dispatched.

: Roer o - 8, Pour groups reparted
Tengagements wi‘hh up to -100 e/ds 50 . 8 th be

" appraximately 100 s/e nsar G-éslm gﬁ wﬁ épﬁ /e oo atogié‘;zth?h i

. Claims:  24-0=13 alr, 1-0—0
“"kars. Losses-a Whﬁm g :I?Bafglg;) .20"0.”2 locqs,y ME

Assiemed. yget ¢ g Attack | Tommage &_____’1"&3
Megdoburs/Rathensee , , . 218, 5 co
At it 21% o 575 mmbsema
Megdeburg/Neustadt . ... Tl Mot Attacked
(coro shizen) 0T
, Magdeburg/Mcken . . . 15Q.  Not Attacked -
Other Targets =~ . T
Magdebury Oﬁ.ty (aeomdary’) 359 N
RR at 523138-105% 13 LN
Eschwege A/P 11 2540, .- -Uhobsery
Stadtfeld 1 245 - Unobserve
u/i T/0s - S ] _z_g_,g _&5_ mmbserved

- Nina combat W'LngB (51;2 E-l?s) dispa'bched aga.i’ast Kersebwg-ram S:m-
: tlmatio 0il Plant,- Bombing on PFF markers, 311 a/c dropped Thbe2 tons G.P. on
primery and additional T/0s frog 24,700 = 27,660 foet at 1157 = 1212 houwrs, -
Teaflets dropped ori Merssbuwig. Weather:s  8/10 - 1010 0loud &t route, 10/10°at
target, with dense oontrails over 25,000 feet, Flak: moderate to intense, very
acourate at target. Battle damage: 154 minor, 97 mjor, 7 position:
passes by two Me=163s in target areaj about 17 addi‘bioml s/e e/a sighted near
target and in Prankfurt area, tm made no. at‘l‘acks. Claimsgs nils Losses:
B-l7s (16 %o AA, two to unknown causes)s ,
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° Pighter Support: Five groups (231 P-5la)»di Qtohed. p 0904 - 0940,
e M 1708 Hours, 212%sériies.; One’ gz.‘o«i adsgriet 6m5a.€ Jith 50 - 100
s/a 6/a; 38 in SE Brunswick af sbout TH4%; o ’l:her groups reportéd no engegements,
. and only sevsral séattered Jot e/a: s:lghted;! ,Glg.imét g-;g, e.i;w Losses: four P-Sls
o wﬂmdwn amuses (two elioved, Agwm 1n irmne). "o .

3 ﬁemxlts
\M;erseburg-Leuna 2 .'" " B2 Poor-Fair
(symthetic 011) o] "
Other Targets - : o L ::"-1,'.-{:, |
UfI‘ T/0s 4 | ——— o l _@:_;2 ' _Unobéerved
Totals - 342 o : 311* S 7‘&92‘% o

vaqm: cmbat wi.ngs (262 - ) §i8patqhed; against Kaasel/ﬁensehel Motor
-Woﬂ:s. Kagsel attacked on PFT ped 49240, tons GePs, 21648 tons I.B. -
“'total 70848 tons - on Kassel, are T}G, rﬁmpzl.ooo = 20,000 Teet:, at 1138« 1232
hours, Leaflets dropped on Kassel. Weather: 6/10 - 8/10 enronte, 8/10 - 10/10 ai
tergets. Flaki mederate, fairly accurate at Kassels Battle damags: 81 minor, 5 ‘
majors E/a -opposition: ome group attacked by six e/a at targetj 12 plusjet a/c
o sighted.abut wade ne. a;bta-gkw Q}W n:i.,l. Losses- 3 B-Zl,..s to AA;

Faghter &ppartg mw 4195 ﬂ?ﬁ) diapatched’ Up 0957 1009
hours, down L426 - 1443 hourse 171 sortiese Missions meventful, with no e/a
,sighted. Claa.ms: nil. Lossest cne P47 to Ewcid@lto e

o L Details of quber atgao;; a8 rpum:, T e
Agme_@ “ Ta:cgets ST {spaty | A%a% Zonage 3 sults
o . PRt . —-& —‘L’ 2 lh .
Coblenz Uncbserved
. Totals o262, |
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-’ PiP¥en groups (506 P-5ls, 195 Peif7s, 23 D=38s.= 794 alo) dispatohed
" %o.es0ort hombers attacking targets.in central Germenys U7§# ogﬁ)a’logg ‘hours,
- . down"1426 =.1700 hours, 646 sarties. Fighters supparting first bomber farce:
- reparted encountering up to 100 e/a, mostly in-area west of Magdeburg, Only -
one group supporting Seoond Force reforted engagement, with 50 plus s/e e/a
at Brunswick, while none of fighters supporting Third Farce reported encount-
erse Claims: 26-1-13 air, 1-0-0 ground, Tosses: 16 a/a (15 P=5ls, one
P=li7, of which seven P-5ls aregbelieved down in Brance)e ... coiv . .. -

S PG omes
ML

4o  Pdghter Bombing
Nil,.
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5. Ehoto Reoomedssence
Day ~ 28 Sept ember 1944 .

n /0 Siepatabed an day photo missions, ton F-5s 20 throe
eh edrcraf ware Suceessful in obtaining D/A photos in the
pTmover', mui. ‘Cologne, Kotllenz and Heidelburg. .Six /e
umnsSucoassi i I o} (;: ni ," . . AR - ‘w\f‘. o : .

Two Mosquitods were dispatohed on night photo missions, ' One mission
. was suocessful and obtained photos of Apeldoorn end.Deventer, Ome Mosqulito
' aborbed over +the English Channel due to-mechenical fallure, TIosses:. nil.

" to. e

# .

 Spitfirea, - Seven aix

LN

6 Voather _Recormaissance

Thirty-eight a/c dispatched (4 Be=24s, 6 Moé@i‘bdéé', 28 P<5ls), Two
Br2hs campleted spaecial weather flights over water, Two Bm24s completed heavy

. weather flights over nartlwest England. -Six Mosquitoes oampleted routine .

weathiw £lights. P=51s scouted bomber targets. ILosses: nil,

Te Alr/dea Ressus

_ Ten a/c dispatqhed. Twsnty-f‘oimhours total :t‘lown. No incidents
. reporteds ILosses: nil. S

. 8¢ Special QOperatioms : o ’
| Eight - 27/28 Sepember 10k R
U a/c dispetched as follows:

SECRET
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Ten Bl7s on 1eaf1et missions., Ei t a/c dropped ‘
Ho'lland and Germony, Losses: nil, &t o/ aropped leaflets over Brance,

~ PFour B~24hs on R,C,M, missions, ;]anmu.ng between 2215 = 0100 how.'s.
Losses: nile ¢-

Doy .. 28 September 1924.4

223:1/0 dispatched as follows: ¢

19!|. B-2Ls on “ruckin® missions, 193 a/c carr:.ed. 328, 623 gallons of
gasoline to the Continent,  Losses: nils -
29 a/o (cme B=17, five P-l;.7s, 23 P—5ls) on rad:io relay missions. Tossess

®
C. INTELLIGENCE
l. Enemy Adr Oppositiom

For the second successiwve: day mass sammticn tactics against our forma=-
ticms paid the encmy good dividends, 'Although over-ell loascs in doday's opera=
tions ‘were higher than yesterdsy, only eightesn losses, campared to twenty-eight:
in yesterdayts attacks, were defini'tely atkopibuted to e/a. attacks, - Fighter es= .
cort played an impartant part in-yeducing the mumber and effectivencss of enemy -
attacks and was reported Uy tombers to Be excellent although not adequate during
the heawviest saturation attacks on the First Foroe bombers near the I,P, These
attacks were reported o be pressed home vigawrously in spite of the presence of -
escort. One farmation of this Porce lost twelve B=17s to attacks By some fifty !
e/a immediately before the I.P. (south of Brunswick) with attacks lasting eight |
to ten mimutes, the other foros losing six B~17s in a five mimite attack by ‘
twenby-five ‘bo fifty e/a = also near the IP. Sightings indicate thnt at least -
one hundred s/e e/a were active at this time in the Magdeburg area,.. Atbacks
were generally made from five to seven o'clock low by e/o attocking singly and
in groups abreast, Attacks were largely directed against Low sq_xmdrms.

The only other e/a attacks on' “hombers:. were meffectua:[ pa@ses made
against a/e of the Second Forde in the ¥erscburg area by two M*a-lG}s at 1157 -~
1210 hourse B-24s attacking Kassel were unmolested, except for two passes by
three e/a against one group at targe'l: wh:,ch d.id not result in a:ny cla:.ms or
losses, .

B’ercen‘bagemse, the enemy effoa:"b was less sucaessful 'boday than yester—
day with the G.A.F. losing approximately the some number of fighters but de-
stroying ten less bombers, Unlike yesterdayis attack when an unescorted farmae
tion was swamped by vast saturation attacks, the enemy today wos compelled to -
make passes at Bombers in the presence of wery aggresive eéscart, whose total

olnims were 26e1-13, The fighters reported encounters with up to one hmdred
s/e e/a in the Mpgdeburg-Halberstadt area hetweon 1120 and 1150 hours, Sighte
ings of numerous e/a on the ground suggest the use by s/'a e/a in this area of
two A/Fs near Kothen, two s/e being destroyed by our fighters at 1200 hours in
what appeared to te a traffic pattern over one of these fieldse Fighters escart
ing the .econd Forcc met several scattered Me~163s in the Merseburg area at
about 1200 hours and also one Me~R62, One pilot claimed an Mo~163 probab]y de=-
stroyed in this orea at 1210 hou.rS. '
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< It is interesting to note in connection with the Magdeburg .operation that

an alr rald warming was sounded in the Berlin area at 1157 hours end was not lift-
ed until 1240 when the last of first force aircraft had begun W:.thdrawing from the
Mogdgburg areas - . o

2. Rk

‘Bombers A O
Magdeburg =« Moderate, generally inaccurate.
Kassel - ~ Moderate, fairly acourates '
Coblenz = Meager, fairly acourate.
Merseburg « Moderate to mtense, very acourate.
Fighters
Magdeburg - Intense, acouratee.
Hanover =« Intense, accurate. , : ,
Texel - Moderate, inacourate. - SRR *
Leda Canal = Moderate, inacourate. ..
Den Helder = = Intense, accurates

- Naurburg = Moderate, accurate.
Hanover - = Moderate, inaccurates

- Leipzig ‘= Moderate; lnaccurate.
Goblenz - = Moderate, inaccurate.
Kassel ~ Intense. ’
Flushing . - = Intense, accurate. -

" Gillenfeld = Intense, inaccurates
Bonn -

| = Meager, accurates
e . 'obse_rvati‘cmé | :
M;. and A{G Activity

. Approximately 25 t/e a A/éc on Gottingen A/Fe
- E/a ta off from at 5015-0625E ' :
- 75 plus sﬁe e/s in revetments on two A/Fs at Kothen..
- 10 plus u/i t/e on grass field near Eislebene
Lerge dummy A/F Just NW of Gutherslch - 30 t/e dmmn.es.

5 JU-88s on A/F Pritzlar at 1048. '
~ U/I A/F about 20 miles SE Magdeburg loaded with e/ae ‘
4 large a/c on 5 miles north of Kasseles ‘
12 s/e e/é A/F south of Mainz. A/F had two runwayse

Other Observations

'-; large donorete ramp abmt one m:L'l.e long at 5108-0658E.
From Frankfurt-Coblenz area to. the Seigfned L:Lne edges of forests and
roa.d.s covered with slit trenches. R
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W goor to Fair Resul_s

" Clouds .prevent accurate plotting of st:ikes 1n most cases but it can be
determined that the plant was lightly hite A total of 12 to 18 bursts noted in
- the west-oentrm of the plant on or near the: boller and compressor houses. A
small part of r pattern fell on thd extreme northern end of the plant end
perhaps a-half-dozen stray bombs from enother pattermns Most of the three patterns
near the plant fell on residential areas to the NE, north and NW of the plant. '
Bombs from perhéps two a/c fell across the main RR lines in Merseburg, in the vio=-
inity of what dppears to be the RR eta'biono

 EesselfHonschel. ~ Fair Remilts

No bombs fellmmthan}nﬂla;m&e target areaandafewhits were
seen in MPT areas. Hits were seen on large works buildings in the target area, in’
the olty proper, south of the. m, an the M/ area and also in suburben residentia.‘)
districts and open fi.elda urromding the dﬁx bmer

w

"j”ban'ba burst in the uagdeburg RR
| 'at léast three direct hits on a
ramdhouse.’ Between 50 and 80
GoPs bursis in the central portion of the M/Ys ~Mahy direct hits in the storage
siding areas Traffic in the yards was lighte However, some damage can be expected
to rolling stocke - Residential area adjoining east aiﬁe ‘of M/Y heavily hit and a
few u/i industrial buildings on west edge: o:f yazd have been hite

Three oonoemtratims of GeP. bombs i:n mtadt district. Area is 10% to
407 built-ups Two oconoentrations of GePe's in and adjacent to Megdeburg mmitions
depote At least three buildings in depot area received direct hitse The main
weight of bombs are in state park and residen‘kial areas, however. _

- Two cancentrations of G.Pes in the Junkers !‘1 oug Motorworke Direot
hits on the following: engine assembly shop, heat trea t shop, machine shop,
one small and one large wox‘k s.’rmp, main offioe building, weather house and ome
agro-sngine test bed. ' ; 3

| " One hesvy oopcentratim of gerw
station M/Y areas The main goods station
square-type engine shed and one. prcbabk hit |

From the oonoentraticns noted, it would appear that the tom of Magde’b\irg'

will ouffer severe damage, partioularly in the narﬂwastem districte In additimg
several important targets heve been hit. - , ,

NOTE:t ‘The foregoing is based on ymlimina:y reports and is not
~to be used for reoord purposese '



