HBADJUARTHRS
NINRTY PIPTH DOMBRDMENT GROUP (H)
Office ofthe Operatiocas Offiocer

12 September 1944,
SUBJRCT: Report of Operatioas Of{icer, Mission of 11 September 1844,
0 s Commending 0fficer,9bth Bonbardment Group (H)e AAP

PBYH "A® GROUP PORMATION

1, GEVERAL MARHATIVEs The 95 A Group foruation took off a% 0755
0824 hours, end ass:mbled over looal Bunoher 23 at 10,000 feet. The
13 3 wing led by 95 A Group sompleted its asssavly osver Buncher 23, amd
departed for Buncher 10 at 091l hours. The English Coast wes orossed at
10,000 feet over Felixstowe, at 0936 hours and the climb to bombing
altituce was bejuns In order to avoic prop wesh from prece.in;, wings,
slizht weviations were made from briefed course, but the Helglu. coast
wis orossed at the bricfed point at 1005 hours. The course in wsae flown
/s ordered, ntil the , . was oroessed at 1309 hours. At this tize the
13 A wing leader wunounced 9 - 10/10 cloud cever on the taryet, and
course was set for the lest resort terget ( Fulde, Germany). The bomb
rm owe: e Ly Gro.ps, Sut 86 A wes mmatls to looate the tar.st, After
failin  to find & tarpet of epport nity, Win, formation was resumed snd
the brisfed eourse was a ein interoepted, The foruation orossed the
Bel;iup coast at 1:02 hours, and began desoesnt teo mininus altitude.
The formation and bombs returned to the base at 1537 hours.

8. AIRCRAFT HOT ATTACKING., Twelve airoraft, i-cluding 1 PFF, left
base in forration shown in the attashed Diagram "A", Adrorart § 2560 and
1800 left the formation befors becomi:g dispmtehed. The remaining 10
airerait were dispatched and zmde sorties,

S+ LOBT AIRCRAYT: Yone.
956TH "B™ GQROJP FOR ATION

le GBYIRAL MARFATIVEs The 55 B Group formation took off at 0810-
0828 hours, and asssmbled over local Buncher 23 at 9,000 feet. Asseaily
was oomyleted by 0850 h urs, and the Oroip was in Wing position, 13 B
1“,. by Q0 hours,

Bzference 18 made to the aueve report of the mmin 96 A droup
foermation for a general narrative of the remainder of “he mission, whioh
was flown as low Group on 96 A Groupe In addition however, the following
points are to Ls noteds



(a) 86 B Group formation wade a visual rua on the asaigned
last resort Sarget, and bou's were sway at 1315 hours, on a heeding of
315°, Imterference with the low Group of anotier Wing (approximate
heading R70°) provoked a last miaute ohange of WPI. Bursts were sesm
in the l/'! and factory area.

Be AIBCRAPT HOT ATTACEIWG: Thirteen aircralt lsft the buxas in the
foramtion shown in the atitnched Diegrsm “"B%, Aiwerasc ¢ 7218 axd 8288
turned baek be cre beocominy dispeatohed, and aireralt § 7334 moved from
1ts position in the low squadron %o form # 8 ship in the high squadronm.
This airereft was shot down before resshing the target. The remaining
10 atreraft all made scriies and all bombed the last resort target.

3. LOBT ATNCRAPT: # Y384 - Kooeked out of formation by enemy
fighters in Dresden area, mear primary [,P. 3ix men were seen to bail
oute )

BUMGARY OF AIRCRAFT LIGT

964 98B  Total
To Fiak - - -
%o /A ' - 3 1
Other : — - -
TOTAL - 1 1

THOMAS M. AOLRROOKE,
iNe 00100 Alr “mg
Opsrations O7ficer.
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LOCALITI: FTJID& As TIBE FACTGRY of GUMMIWmm
c FUIDA AuGc B

 RATLTY. SIDINGS (qustratinn J
. - No. 2(f) 15/1)

PERIOD UNDER REVIEW. | |
*This report covers damage to the targot from 1200B hours on -

4 AUG 1944 ‘o 1200B hours on 12'SEP 1944, and includes the attack by
alroraft of the U.8, 8th AIR FORCE on 11 SEP 19444 (S.A. 269'7)

PROV I§IONQ_. STQTEME:N T _ON DAMAGE.

' - 4. Tyre Factory: ~ S e

- This target is severely damaged. The two lergest buildings have
each received several direct hite,  One medium building is gutted end at .

least four smaller buildings are hit, two of them being almost destroyed,

Lack of sterio cover in this area prevents an accurste account of the
detalls of damage, ;

. B Railway otor‘age"suidings?' ,
‘There gre¢ at least 10 cra’oers in the sidings- cutting the lines
in sbout six places and damaging two or three wagons,
Detells of demage‘ are ss follows:
AQ LA I‘-‘A.CT A .

Large Rectangular Mjltibay Buailding on the N,E,: about 1/3
destroyed, There are meny large holes in the building, the roof
lights are broken, and smoke is still rising from the South corner
of the building, . \ C ‘ :

Large Square Miltibay Building’: - Severoly damaged, There are
several large holes in the ’roof,‘ and the North corror of the
building is crushed. ' .

Medium Size Bullding at North corner of the factory arest damaged
by a direct hit near the center,

Two small building in North of areat almost destroyed. "

Modiu;n 'building ad;}accnt to” prognblc powqr houset gu'bted.

Small rectangula* building st N.E. corner of areas damaged by
“direct hit near the centers: ‘

o

Probable gotds stores at the South corner of the arca are
damaged by at leasst 2 hi'bs. iy

There 1s some damege to the pusiness/residential area North of . .
the target and a concentration of crators is seen in the open field
near, ok

1

Be RAL STCRLAGE S.TDINGS: '

Abou’c. ten craters are seen in the sidings cu‘b*‘ing the lines in
‘at least six places and damaging or destroylng two or three
wagons,

& small rectangular building at the North ond of the gidings on.
the Bust sdde is desiroyed and e similar one on the West side haa
several holes in the roof,

Fear the Zouth ond of the sidings end West of the target, a

rcc*mgula building is about 1/3 decatroyed. [Lnother small
building North of it is damcped and ancther just North of this
is about 1/3 destrryed, L acluma of Ylack smok- i.»'-: rising from &

S L AT L s R T AR v
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THREE HUNIRED THIRTY POURTH BOMBARDMENY SQUADRON (H)
. BINETY FPIPTH BOMBARDMERT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE 3QUADRON ENGINEERING OFFICER
A,P,0, 550

11 September 1944

SUBJECT: Abortion of B-17G No. 42-31800,

01 Commanding Officer, 96th Bombardment Oroup (K), AAF Station 119,

1. This airoraft aborted from the mission of 11 September 1944,
returning to this base at 1335,

2. The engine developed internsl failure during the flight,

3., Upon ground inspection, it was impossible to rotate the propeller,
necessitating an engine change.,

4. This agteraft will be in commission 13 September 1944.

~

-DORALD H. DOWLIN,
Oapt, Air Corps,
Enginsering Offiocer,



HEADQUARTERS
NINETY PIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
0rffice of the Operations Officer

APO 559,
11 September 19044,

SUBJECT: Abortion of aliroraft #7815,
70 ¢t Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H).

1. Aliraoraft $7215 aborted from the mission of 1l
September over England at an altitude of 8,000', The
reason for this abortion was the fact that #1 engina went
out. The throttle linkage was broken.

|

) )

ROBERT E. PARKER,
2nd Lt., air cnrp..



HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT OROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 859.
11l September 1944.

SUBJECT: Abortion of airoraft $#2560.
70 : Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H).

1. During take off #l prop ran away %0 approx-
inmately 2900 to 3000 RPM., After reducing MP 1t
came down and stayed at 2500 RPM even with prop
control in full low RPM. I tried numerous times
to get control of the prop with the throttle and
prop control without success.

2. Tower advised dropping bémba at designated
spot (40 miles south of Southwall) which I d4id, and
returned to base.,

CHARLES C. WICKER,
2nd Lt., Alr Corps,
Pilot.



SUBJE T

TO

1.
this date,

2,

terphone and turbo-supercharger sontrol system out,

SURJIROYT

1.

* Commanding “rricer, 95t B

FOUR HUMDRRD TRELFTH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ( H)
HINSTY FIFTH BOMBARDMANT GROUP (H)

Office of the En
7 gineering orr;
A.F.0. B59 € reer

11 Sept 1944

Abertive ui roralt,

ombardment Group (1),

Airplane B-17G #3.38288 aborted from a combat mission

Pileot reported AFCE barnt out, both 1nvert‘rs out, in

CHESTIR L, PEEEK,
Captaiq, AC,

Engineerlng Orfieer,

THRER NUNDRED TEIRTY FOURTE DOMMARDMENT SQUADRON .

NINSTY FIFTE BOMBARDMENT OROUP (X)
OPFICE OF TER SQUADRON RNGINBERING OFF IOER
A.P.0. B89

11 September 1944

Abortien of B-170 No. 43-102060,
Gemmanding Offtcer, 95sh Bomdardment Greup (H), AAP Statiem 119,

' This airplane sberted from the mission of 11 September 19“.

returning to this base at 0048,

The pilet reperted that No. 1 propeller ram sway at m«:r.

 Be tried %e obtain propeller control BS had ne sucesss.

8.

The propeller gevernor will be replesed and tho airplane uu

be in commission,

"DONALD H, DOWLIN,
Capt, Air Corps,
Engineering Offiocer,



HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 869,
1l September 1944.

SUBJECT: Abortion of airoraft #8808,
?0 s Commanding Officer, 95th Bomdb Group (H).

1. At 0918 smoke started oo from the AFCE
control box, and then the booast on all four engines
went out. AlSe the Gee box, compass, and radio went
out., We then changed amplifiers and fuses and all of
this burned out again. Only #4 engine had boost,

We stayed with the formation until they
started a olimb. After falling back and beling still
unable to f£ix the superchargers, we aborted., This
was at B1l15N - OR3BE and we headed back for England.
We also jJjettisoned the bombs duse to no boost and re-
turned to the base,

Afteyr landing we checked and found that
the battaries, generators, inverters, AFCE, (Jee box,
flex gauge compass, and all of the radio equipment
except the VHP were out.

DALE J. WETZINGER,
lst Lt., Alr Corps.



CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
NINETY PIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Offiger B-F=26

12 September 1944

SUBJECT: Lead Navigator's Narrative, Ninety Fifth "A" Group, Mission of
11 S3eptember 1944, Ruhland, Germany.

TO s Commanding Officer, 96th Bombardment Group (H), A.A.P,

le The Ninety Pifth "A" Oroup flew as lead of the l3th "A" Combat
Wing and the 96th "B" Group flew as high group. We were aribourne at
0802 hours and assembled the groups and the wing over the base. We dep-
arted the base at 0911 hours.

2. BU# 10 was made at 0916 hours and BUF 27 at 08927 hours, We
departed th: coast at Felixstows, at 10,000 at 0938 houra, The Belgium
coast wan orossed at 5107 02418 at 15,000' at 1008 hours,

3. To avoid prop wash we “lew first north of coursc and then south
of couras, At 12228 hours, 50331 1320% we turned on ocovrss to the I,P,
The I.P., #a8 arossed on course at 1309 hours., [t was on th? bombing run
the Command Pilot ocalled saying that the Primary targst wsas wsbandoned snd
to get him on course to the last resort., The ¥5th "B" Group orossed their
I.7, at 1312 hours and had bomba away at 1316 hours a%t 85,000' on a mag
heading of 315°,

4. At 1235 hours we intercepted the briefud ovurse and flew tiwt
until we picked the new I.,P,, BO28F 1042% for the last resort target,
The bomb run was made but the Bombardier waa nebdble Lo find the terget,
We left the Belgium comst at 1502 hours at S5107T¥ 0241 et 20,000', The
hglish coas’ was orossed at S5Z2O6N OI46E at 15628 hours at 7,800, We
were over the base at 1637 hours,

STANIBLAY LABUNSKI
1st Lt., Alr Corps,
Lead Navigator,



CONFIDENTIAL

HRADQUARTERS
WINRTY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer E-P-26

12 September 1944

8'78JiCT: Lead Bombardier's Narrative, Ninety ¥ifth "B™ Group, Mission of
11 September 1544, Fulda, Germsny.

70 ] Ganmnnding Officer, 95th Bowbardment Group (i), A.A,Y¥.

l. Narrative,

8. DBombing aids used were E-6-B and C-2 computers,

be The mancuver at the I.P, was a turn to the right of 60°,

¢e. Bomb bay doors wsre opened at the 1.7, at 1312 hours,

de I pioked up the assigned target and started to make the rum,
Recause of & collision oocurse we had to change the M, P, I, It was a
orss of ochanginy the M.P.I. or not dropping at all. Smoke on the
essigned M,P.I, made picking it up dif"ioult, The bomb run was made
manual with nc enem' resistance,

e, Bombs were seen to burst in targst area,

f. Yo tactical changes are su:gested,

2. Bombardier's form 12-F modified is attashed.

S. Disposition of Bombs - A/C Bombs Fusing
Main Bombfall Over Target Bombing No. Bizs Type YNose Tail
Fulda, Germany. 10 10 100 8004 H-6¢ 1/10 1/40
Total on Target. _ 100 500§ Me84 1/10 1/40
Othsr Bxpenditures. 20 5004 WM-84 1/10 1/40
Bombs Returned. 10 6003 M-84 1/10 1/40
Total {loaded on A/C taking off). 130  500¢ -84 1710 1/40

4, Types of Release - All 100 x 500§ G.’. AN-M84 bombs dropped on
the last resort target, were salvoed and armed,

F. B, ¥C CLURE
lat Lt., Air Corps,
Lead Bombardier,

CONFIDENTIAL



HEADQUARTERS
- RINETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE CF [Hi INTELLIGHENCT CFFICER

‘11 September 1944

SUBJECTS S-2 Report 95A and 95B for above date.
T0 ! Commanding Of{icer, 95th Bomb Group (..}, APO 558,

1. Eleven Aég plus one PFF A/C of the 95th Group took off
beginning at 0802 urs to form the lesad group of the 13B Combat

Wing and attzck Ruhland, Gerumsnye The following A/C return=d
early:

A/r 2560 returio - [rom over fl:ld = runaway snglne,

A/C 1800 returned from 5015N-0826E-#4engine out.

(Crossed IntSxPerritory)

Thirteen A/C of the 95th Group took off beginning at 0810

hourg to form the low group of the 18B Combat Wing and attack
Ruhland, Germany. The following A/C returned early:

- A/C 72185 returned from over field - throtile leak,
A/C 8288 returned from 5115N«0235E-clectrical system
burned out,

2 One F¥ 190 ettacked the high squadron of the low group
at 6 o'clock high at 1280 hours in viecinity of B5040N-1320E,
E/A closed to about 400 yds. above formation. He then turned baek
and dove into clouds as 2 P«851's bounced hime, 6«8 FW 190 seen
with 30-40 unidentified /A seen in area,

5S¢ No flak was encountered by either group.

4. 95A did not bomb., Strike photos show 95B group's bombs
hitting in the ¥/Y at Fulda, Germayy.

5. Mickey equipment in lead A/C out at I.P, and target was
cloud covered so wing did not go into primary target. A run was
made on tarzet of last resort Pulds, Germsny. 95A did not piek
up tarcet in time to bomb but 35B was able to bomb. A/C 7334
(958) was loszt, It was hit by fighters in vicinity of 5040N-1320E
at 1220 hours. Fire in left alleronwuhich was not spreading,
Swung off tc ri-nt then passed under group and swung off to left,.
Plane appesared to be under controle HNo chutes seen but 6 nmen
balled out and used delayed jumps. Pllot called on VHF he was
going te try to make France. All other A/C returned to base and
landed by 1630 hours.

STANLEY R, WHULATON,
Captain, Air Corps,
Ass't, S<2 Officer,



sporE: 2
. . HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ATR FORCE 207
. AAF STATION 101 »
APOQ - b,)q.

. TiTOPS SUMMARY NO'. 13

PERIOD: 0001 hours 11 September 1944 to 2400 hours 11 Sepbember 194k .

A. STATISTICS

Losses
Missicns Dispe Sorties Atkg. Tomnage Claims E/A AA N/E OT Tot

Heavy Bomber Atks. 10 1131+ 1080 1016 239o°6++ 17-25-4,4 20 3% 3 15 52

, 0-0- 0G
Fighter Escort - 15 7i5 663 0 0 116~7-23A 6 2 L4 20 32
\ | 42-0-436 .
Fighter Sweeps 0 0 0 0 0 0-0- 0 0O 0 0 0 O
Fighter Bombing 0 0 0 0 05 0~0-~0 0 00 00
Photo Recons 32 32 32 0 0 0-0~0 0O 00 00
Weather Recone 15 15 15 0 0 0~0-0 000 00
Air/Sea Rescue 16 16 16 o 0 0-0-0 ©0 0 0 0 O
Special Operations _5 78 17 0 0 0-0~0 0.0 0 0O
Totals . 93 1987 1883 1016 239006 133-32-274 26 16 7 35 84
: L2- O0-=43G

+ Includes 25 spares, 10 usede
++ Does not include tomnsge of 75 a/c proceeding to Russiae

Be OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

1. Banber Attacks

Twenty-three combat wings (735 B~17s, 396 B=24hs « 1131 a/c) dispatched
in three fprces to attack synthetic oil plants, military vehicle works and an
ordnance depot in central Germanys. Ten assigned targets, Support by fifteen
fighter groupss, 941 a/c dropped 2390.6 tons G.P. on riné assigned targets and . :
several T/Ose 75 B~l7s attacked remaining target and escorted by one fighter
group proceeded to assigned bases in Ryssiae DBombing beoth visual and PFF.
Strong Opp0ul+10n to bombers by approximately 125 e/a. Claimsi: 17-25-ke
Losses: 52 afc (39 B-17s, 13 B-24s). | |

First Ferce

. Ten combat wings (381;. B—l?s) dis patched against three synthetic oil
plants and one military vehicle works. 258 a/c dropped 614.6 tons Ge.Pe on three
synthetic oil plants and several T/Os at 1227-1328 hours from 24,500 = 27,000 feets
75 a/c attacked assigned target,Chemnitz military vehicle works and escorted by

one fighter group procceded to assigned bases in Russia, Leaflets dropped on

i CRET
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Bohlen and Fuldae Primaries bombed on PFF except for one group attacking Bohlen
Synthetic 0il Plant and the two combat wings attacking Chomiltz. Weather:
generally 5/i0 to 7/10 over ccntinent, end 3/10 to 6/10 over target. Flak:
moderate, inaccurate at Ruhland; mcderate to intense, accurate at Bohlen; intense -
inaccurate at Brux. Bat®le Damage: 68 minor, 16 majore E/A Opposition: 50-60
Mc-109s and FW--190g: attackad one combat wing NE of Annaberge Claimss 12-16-1.
Lossess - 20 B-17s ?13 to E/A, 2 tc AA, 2 to collission over target, one crashed

on take-off, and 2 to unknown causesje '

Fighter Support: Five groups (275 P-5ls) dispatcheds Up 0928=~1000hours,
down 1430 - 1546 hourse 252 sortiese One of the groups (62 P-51s) escorted B-17s
attacking Churdiitz,to Russian basese E/a Opposition: 50 plus Me-109s were
engaged in Erfurt area; 100 plus FW-190s and Me-109s engaged vicinity of Annaberg;
combat with 30 plus s/e e/a Einbeck area and with 20 plus s/e ¢/a Nordhausen-
Gottingen area, Gotha A/F, A/F vicinity Bamburg, wooded dispcrsal arca SE of
Munich, strafed, Claims: 57-2-12 air, 26~0-25 grounds ILcsses: 9 P-51s (4 to
E/A; 1 to AA, 1 to mechanical failure, 3 to unknown causes).

Detalls of attack as follows:

Assigned Targets - Dispatched Attacked Tons GP Results

Ruhland(Synthetic 0il) 10, , 22 53,0 Unobserved
Bohlen (Synthetic 0il) -~ 115 . 75 173.0 Fair

Brux (Syathetic 0il) 78 39 95.3 Unobserved
Chemnitz (miiitary vehicles) 77 75 Not Available

Qther Targets

Pulda M/Y ' 40 95.k Pair

Fulda Tire Plant 66 1597 Good

16 T/0s 16 ___38¢5  Unobserved

Totals | 381 333 6146

Secend Foroe

Nine combat wings (351 B-17s) dispatched against two synthetic oil plants,
321 a/c dropped 795.5 tons G.P. on both assigned targets and several T/0s at
114,0-1250 hours, from 25,000 - 28,000 fects ILeaflets dropped on Lutzkendorfy
Primaries bombed cn PFF except for one group attacking Merseberge Weather; 5/10
to 6/10 on route, 8/10 in Lutzkendorf area, 6/10 - 8/10 Mersebargs Flak: K
moderate to intense, accurate at Merseberg; meager to moderate, accurate at
Lutzkendorf. Battle Demage: 72 minor, 34 major. B/a Opposition: approximately
25 e/a encountered. 15 e/a attacked lead group of one wing over Merseberg just
before "bombs-away™. High group of same wing attacked by three of a flight of
ninc e/a immediately after release of bombse Claims: 1-1-2, Losses: 19 B-17s
(2 to E/A, 5 to A4, one to accident, one crash-landed, and 10 to unknown causes)e

Fighter Support: Four groups (145 P-5ls, 33 P-38s - 178 a/c) dispatchede
Up 0918 - 0539 hours,; down 1420 = 1537 hourse 164 sorties. E/A Opposition:
Sombats az tollows = 35 nlus Me~109s vicinity Sangerhausen; 100 plus Me-109s ,
vizinitry Novdanusea; 50 plus s/e e/a vieinity Nauvmberg; 10 plus Me-109s vicinity
Bad Prarkenhausen; 50 s/e e/a vicinity Giessen; several s/e e/a NE of Gothaj
3C pius s/e ¢/a vicinity Mulhausen; 100 plus s/e e¢/a NE of Erfurt; 15 plus FW-190s
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-vicinity Eislebens U/I A4/F NE of Gotha, u/i grass /G vicinity Kolleda,
L/G south of Gotha;-Langensalgza and Limburg A/Fs strafeds Claims: L46=5-10 air
12-0-16 ground. Lossess 18 P-51s ( 10 to unknown reasons, 3 crash-landed, 2
to e/a, one to flak, one to accident, 1 P-51 to mechanical failure)s

Details of attack as follows:

Assigned Torgets ‘ . Dispatched Attacked Tons GeP. Results

Merseberg(synthetic oil) 198 111 276.8 Unobserved
Lutzkendorf (synthetic oil) . 153 . 96 233¢7 Unobserved
Other Teargets

Eisenach (city) R 71 1775 Good
Labejum (city‘g , R 3060 Unobserved
Roszla (city) S _ 6 15.0 = Unobserved
25 T/0s . , . 25 . 625 Unobserved

Totals | S 321 795
Third Force | |

Four combat wings (396 B-24s) dispatched against two oil installations,
a military vehicle works and an ordnence depote 362 8/c dropped 98005 tons G,P.
on all assigned targets and several T/0s at 1228 = 124 hours from 20,000 -
25,000 fecte Leaflets dropped on Misberg, Henover, Magdeburg and Siendal.
Primaries bombed on PFF except Misberg and one group on Henover. Weather:
6/10 to 9/10 in target areas, Flak: moderate to intense, accurate at Magdeburg,
Misberg and Henovere Battle Damage: 163 minor, 16 majore E/A Opposition:
attacks by approximately 4O-45 Me~109s and FW=-190s, in three encounterse 20-25
e/a attacked one group in target area at Hanovere Another group was attacked by
approximately 15 Me~109s at Giessen and three mimutes later again by 4 Me-109s
led in formation by a Spitfire painted blacke 20 = 25 Jet-prcpelled a/c sighted
but no attacks. Claims: 4~8-lse Losses: 13 B=24s ( 5 to E/A, 7 to Ah, one to
unknown causes)s ' :

Fighter Support: Six groups (165 P=47s, 97 P=5ls = 262 a/c) dispatcheds
Up 0948 - 1034 hours, down 139 - 1517 hours. 247 sortiese E/A Opposition:
combats with 20 plus Me=109s south of Kassely 16 = 20 Me~109s vicinity of Maerburg;
one lone Me=109 south of Gottingen. Marburg and Kirchhain A/Fs strafeds Claims:
13=0=1 air, 4=0-2 grounde. Losses: 5 P=51s ( one to collision, cne orash-landed, |
3 to unknown causes).

Details. of attack as follows: 7
Assigned Torgets Dispatched Abtacked Tons GePs  Results

Misberg (oil refinery) 96 87 . 2432 Good.
Megdeburg (synthetic oil) = 136 33 7845 Unobserved
Megdeburg (ordnance depot) 68 .27 ‘ 6le7 Unobserved
Hanover %engine works) - 96 88 : 29847 Good

: | | SECRET
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Othels Tergets - DisEatched Atta. g ons &g. Re ts

Magdeburg (city) | 70 1572 Good
Stendal C:Lty‘l"g L5 107«5 Poor- Fair
Diepholz (oity . , 2245 Unocbserved
30/1 7/0s o 3 8:2_  Unocbserved
. Totels 396 362 98045 | |

2 Fighter Escort

Fifteen Fighter groups (517 P-51 s, 165 p-zﬂs, 33 P-38s = 715 a/e)
diopﬁtched to escort bombers attacking tergets in central Germanys Up 0518 -
1034 hours, down 1430 = 1346 hours. E/a Opposition: combats with lerge
foxmations of s/e e/a in Erfurt, Ammaburg, Einbeck, Nordhausen-Gottingen,
Sengerhausen, Naumberg, Giessen, Gotha, Eisleben, Kassel arease A/Ps and L/Gs
in Munich, Eifurt, Gotha, Jdmburg and Merburg arecas strafeds Miscellaneous
ground targets also strafed. Claims; 116-7=23 air, 42=-0-43 ground., Losses:
32 p-51s ( 6 to E/K, 2 t6 AA, 4 to mechanical failure and accid.\,nt, 20 to
crash-landings and other causes),

Ground s'braf:.ng clalms as follows:

P

Dootroyed ¢~ Depased

23 locanot:wea 57 loccmotives

34 Box cars. . 14.8 box oars :

1 oil tank oar ‘ 9 tnaks on flat cars
- 3.trucks .y . - 1 oil tank car ‘
1 Qil atorage tank 1 cutomobile

R _ "1 RR statian

N

3. Pighter Sweeps = .
ol e
T WH&
wil.

5« Photo Reconnaissence

Y

32 a/c dispatched as follows: 2 a/c mapping; 13 a/c D/A Gelnhausen,
Dusseldorf, Bad Nauheim, Ettinghausen, Eisenach, Nordhausen, Gasler, Magdsburg,
Misburg, Hanover, Chemnitsz, Bohlen, Merseberg, Leuna, Lutzkendorf‘ 13 a/c on RR
photography; 4 a./c special targets. No J.OSSGSu

Ge Wea.ther Reooma:.ssanoe

15 a/c (1 B~24, 6 Mosquitoes, 8 P-5ls) disPatched ag follows: 1 B-2
on routine weather reccrmaissence} 3 Mosquitoes on special weather mission over
western and NE Geimany, over North Sea and Frisian Islends; 3 Mosquitoes,

8 P-51ls as specinl weather scouts for three heavy bomber forcess No lossess
SECRET
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l6 a/c dispatohed. One inoia.ent. 8 men reeouede No losses .
sPecial gperatiqm by et -

15 2/o dlspatched as fol'l.cwsi
-7 B=17s- d:l.spatohed on leaflet missionss 1. a/o returned early beoause
of vmeghanioa.l -difficulty. 6 a/c drapped 1eaf3.et§ Wer B‘ranoe, Holland and
Germanye No loases. I ‘ _
3 B-2k-s o R.G.n. Jamnhig betwaan 2200 2}1;5 haurs. No Losses-

55 B-l?s dispatohed on speo:lal mmtiom; No Ioosses.

33 a/o diSpatahed as. fellowat

' 15 a/o (5 3-173, 10 P-Sls and 2 P—}8s) dispatched on Radio Reley nissions
No Losses‘

: 18 a./o (2 B-17a, 16 P-EIS) dispafched on sPecial bombing operation.
No losses. o o
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Desp:Lte adverse weather cond1+ions the nﬁ'twaffe pu'l: forth a maximum effor-t'
against today’s atté c-l:s on targets in central Germany. Bo:nbers repérted combat
with ayproxn.mately 125 e/a and fighters engsged an estimated 400 efa over wids .
areas in central Germany. Strergth of e/a attacks is indicated By ‘the Ffact that of
fifty~two bombers lost, twenty fell to e/a, gscort:.ng f:v.ghters les:.ng si.x a/o to
e/a out of a total of thirty-two lost. :

First Force B-17s attaok?iﬁg oil plants at Rnh}and, Bohlen ‘and Brux lost
thirteen a/oc to e/a, The low group of the second combat wing, which was trailing-
-in wing formaticn, was subjected “to severe and ccneentrated attacks by 5060 Ma=~ '
109s and Fw-190s at 1205 hours i the vicinity of Amnaberg. The e/d made aggress-
ive attacks from the rear; usuﬁ -~iff élements of threc, Plying through the forma-
tion and firing 20 mm cannon, Attacks lasted fcr abov.t five mmutes dur:.ng whioh
: t:,me the antire group’ of" ‘bwe}me Bdl’?s ware. lost., :

Escort:.ng f:.gh‘bers answering 'bhe bombers call, arr.nved about five mimutes
,after the injitial ettack end engaged the e/a destroying fifteen:of a concentration
reported by them to murber approximately one hundred, Their attack lasted from .
1215 = 1230 hours and ranged from 28,000 feet:to dsiok, ' At ¥ime -of ‘attack on
bombers; supporting fightecs were e C ting raar combat wfmgs and Were apparently :
not in the- inmediate v*‘cn.fxity. o : e P e ,

Earl:.er , at 1145 hours, another. figh‘aer greup, eemb:.ng the area ahead of the
bombers-on their planned roufe to Rah{tand; sigh"béifm Jdarge groups of contrails
at 30,000 feet in the vicinity of Rudelstadt nedr Erfurt. Positioning themselves:
up-sun, two Me-109s attacked from the largze e/a formation; were engaged and des-
troyed, This premature attack apparent;y committed the large formation of fifty
plus Me-109s to the attack sooner than was planned, In any case, P-~5ls engaged
head~on and combat cnsued from 26,000 feet to deck, with claims of 24~0-7, E/a
were vory aggressive and fought tenaciously, breaking into flights of +two and four,
Combat lasted for about ten minutes, squadrons then reforming into flights and =
proceeding home because of lack-of ammmition, One lone Me~410 was' seen circling
at 35,000 feet in this area during the engagement, Fighters which continued on ..
with the bombors reported sighting 200 plus s/c a/c flying in a large formetion
at about 30,000 fest in the vicinity of Meiningen, but e/2 turned awsy, when
sighted. Bscort gave chase but could not make contact, On course back P-51s
sightcd a formation of e/a in the vicinity of Sonneburg. - F/a attempted to evade
P-51s which engaged them from 25,000 feet down to 10,000 feet; destroying three,
Prior to rendezvous with bombers ancther P-51 group supporting the first foroce .
engeged thirty pius s/e e/a in the Binbeck area from 1135 = 1200 hours; destroying
five of thom, " During this engagemerit other oloments of the same group were eigag-
ing an additional twenty plus /¢ e/a in ‘the Nerdhauscn-Malhausen-Gottingen area;
d.es‘broyn.ng seven. Also at about the seme time another flight attacked twenty plus

Me-109s in the vicinity of Gotha whore they dcstroyed twos
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, - Second Farce B-17s encountcred about twonty-five c/a, Pifteon efa- | o
attacked the lead group of one combat wing over Mersoberg just before "bombs-away".
E/e attackod in olements of three from six o'clock level to high, firing 20 mm
cennon. Attacks lasted about ton to fiftoen minutes but were not particulerly
aggrossive, The high group of the same wing was attgcked by threo of a flight of
nine e/a immediataly afber release of bambs. E/a came fram six o'slock level, -

the right wing man pressing to within two hundrod yards, the othor two o/a breaking -
off to the 'side and centinuing on level course past the formation without attacking

Escorting fighters reported numerous encounters. En route to target a
P-51 group sighted fifty oA e/a in the vicinity pf leucrbach, east of Giessen,
flying at 30,000 fect at 1115 hours., E/a were apparently forming to attack bombers
in area at that time but were driven to deck. About fiftoen minutes later a flight
of the same group surprised several e/a taking off from Gotha A/F; bownced end
destroyed five of them., At the same time P-51s of another group reported sighting
one hundred plus 8/e in two large.formations near Sangerhauson, BE/a were attacked
at 23,000 feet with olaims of 11-G.1, These onemy formations were apparently broken.
up before they could attack hombers. Five mimutes latter fighters escorting anoth-
er formation of bambers of this force aighted thirty plus e/a“in the vicinity of
Malhausen, attacked and destroyed two of them, In the vicihity of Sangerhausen,
thirty-five plus Me~1Q9s were sighted by angther group, but the e/a evaded, Another
fighter group encountered ten Me-109s neap Bad Frankenhausen and attacked them as
they were coming in to land at Plotekau A/F At 1150 hours, in the vicinity of
Nardhausen twenty to twenty-five s/e e/a ware sighted and attacked. At about the
same time one hundred plus s/e e/a waere sighted by oscorting fighters in the
vicinity of Kolleda, northeast-of :Brfurt. B/s were flying in two formations of
Pifty each at 3Q"00,6:~\t§et‘r.fﬂtskber§g{6@amm§d those formations, attached for : .
claims of eight &awoye@,,ﬂ,m g;ggs:,mq,;rimeen plus Pw-1908 which had attacked -
bombers in the vicinity of EBlsleben were ongaged and six destroyed. ' ,

Thixrd Forca B-24s attacking tarscts at Misberg, Magdoburg and Hannover = ..
were attacked by about forty to forty/five Me-109s and Fw-190s in’three encountors,,
Twenty to twenty-five e/a ware encountered betweon 1150-1230 hours from the erea |
of the IP on through the target at Hannover. ‘One group systained three attacks,
lasting from three to five minutes; a/c coming in singly and in groups, mainly °
from six o'clock low. Thesc attacks occured while bombers wore temporarily without
«fighter support, Another group suffered extonded attecks by about fifteen plus -°
Me-109s8 at 1155 hours, beginning near Giesson and lasting for about thirty-five
minutes, Three minutes later, a2t 1158 hours, four Me~109s=. led . in formation by a -
Spitfire painted black with white Maltese crosses, attacked aggressively from five
and ten q'clock, S o o o _

- Racorting fighters apparenly sighted the fifteen plus Me~109s attacking
the bombers near Giessen. Combet followed with claims of two destroyed, Another
fighter group reported sighting twenty plus Me~109s south of Knssel. In diving
attacks from 30,000 feet, P-5ls dcstroyed ten of the e/a, A lonc Me-109 was °
attacked and destroyed twenty-five miles south of Gottingen. _

Twenty- to twenty-five jet and rocket propelled a/c were observed in the
Coblenz and Magdeburg areas by bombers of the Third Farce. Approximately fifteen
were identified as s/o, the rest T/e, Six to ten were seen in the vicinity of '
Misburg, some flying in groups of three and five, others in pairs at 20,000 to
30,000 feets Some of them were silver in color. They were readily rocognized by
their great speed and intermittent contrails, None of them attecked. Three Jet
a/c, possibly of thia same group of "Jets", were observed in the vieinity of
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Reiohenbach by B-l?s of the. First Force, and one -Jet a/c bel:.eved to be a Me-262
‘was sigh‘t:ed in the Bohlen area Fightors supporting the-Bccond’ Force reported -
sighting tvo Jot ade in the target arca, -The only Jot a/c-abtack was susteined. by ‘
a P-5l of a group suppgrtlng the #irst Force, The attack’ took: plaoo in tho vicinity
of Zbgrbach; ~ E/o: regombled ‘the Me=262 with pronounced sweptiback wings. ~E/a mads
onc paas at approx:,mntofly 15,000 feety~and shot P«51 .down, -Other members of the.
fl:.ght purSuod o/a vﬂnoh zoome‘d up#az‘& a'& g'ea!t apeeﬂ arid quickjy outdistanoed then

: '2. Flak

o Ruihland- modorato, 1naoourato.j R
" .Bohlen - moderate to inténse ; aooumte.
. Brux - intense, inacclrate, . -
.- Intzkondorf .- ‘meagor “to' moderate«,“&omxrato. -
“:i Merseherg: - moderats ‘to‘intensd,: ééuvate. .
" lipgdcburg = mbderatofi‘to intoni )
- Homover - modem'ﬁe
T Risenach - meager; i
‘ ‘-”_T'Coblenz - moderate, 26
Aachen = moderate, in,aocumt

A

Cwi

' 3. Obscrvations‘

Rhine R:Lver between Ivﬁ:inz and Manhhem orowded with barges and r:.ver ship-
plpg mov:v_ng south, : S ,
o Thirty ‘barges on Watcr-fway south of Goblehz. - L
. Twenty-five a/c scen on Stoinbach A/F; re‘Semblod gliaers. S L
One hundred to one hundred twonty*five é/a of all types- dispersed in
wooded ara on both sides of autd bahn,. tvwenty t& twenty~five, miles. southeast of
Mun:z.oh. 3mall landing strip to northeast of wooded arca, -
. A&/F with one E/W asphalt runway, epprioximately one-mile.long, scen at .
Worth (49L7N~0909E). Some u/i a/ec.on field. Believed %o bo:a- ot A/E‘. L
. Now.A/F in process of construction at Buskivahen (4WF=3731)a... . - - .-
"+ Dummy A/F, fifteen miles northcast of l\/ﬁmmh, w‘i‘bh fifteen plus well-v
' construotod Mo~109. and Ju-88. durnmies. T . , g

- 'L.-,," Dﬂmage to Enelgy Installations Do B o ‘ iy

o Assn.gned Targets

| ;Bohlon (011 plant) Fa:.r Results

: 'Cloud oover prevonts acoumte assesment of dmmge. Appears that bombs
from on]y one of the six groups which attacked landed in the farget area.. Thesa
. hit in the sout}mrcstorn part of the old: plan’c and explodod ot least .one 1arge tank
Iater photographs show a’ larga, mushroom-shaped cloud of smok:o over: the area. -

Lag et
AN :..‘ :

w Brux (oil plant) n*qnobsorved Rosults - ',"7

9/10 cloud ooxrér prevwnts 9bservat:|.on of burs‘c but sonio ground detai].z on
bombs-oway photos ind::.oate the rin-in was- over- thu target. At 1east one plane'

photos plot down mth:.n tho targut area. B T CEEaL L
o | ~§§ 3@2. e ey
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lfagdeb‘}"g (ordnance d.epoﬂ Unobserved Results R e

YO

I “No b@ats obsma& on tax-gat buildings but built-up area l;;tt.; Mcat of
effort umbaer“\vad.,5

badd

4

B Misbugg (011 refinery) - Good results
‘Bursts observed on some major bui,laings. Very;larga axplosmnnoted.
Honover (engine works) - Good Resulj:s_

A11 MPTs woll hit, Patterns fell on majority of buildings,

Morseburg/lLeuns Qoilaplang) - Unobs,e;vegi Resultse

Hegvy cloud covers target erea  during attack, making pin-pointing im-
possible of majority of bombs dropped. Turough breaks in clouds possible t9 sce a
partial concentration of GP bomba bursting in fields and resjdcntial areas approx&.-
mately 1500 yards north of target area. An additional oonccntration bursting in
open fields immcdiately south of Iutzen, approximatcly soven . ~and ong half miles
southeast of target area. .

mtzkenaorf (0il plent) = ‘Unobsawea Rosults

Target area oompletely obsoured by heavy cloud making it impossible to
assess all strikes,  However, one concentration of GP bombs could be seen in open
fioclds and residential areas approximately ome mile south of Stobnitz and two and
one quarter miles northwest of target arca. Phatographs show additional bombs
falling in vicinity of target but no bursts could be observed.

Other Ta:gets

Fulda (tire ¢ plant) - Good Results
Terget woll blankoted by three pattems.
Fulda M/;Y_; Eair Results

| Choke points of the M/Y, ono or two manufacturing plants near railroad
yard.s and part of built-up area of the town well blanketed. Pires seen in at
1east two large plants,

" Standa) (city) - Poor to Fair Results
Hits in open fields and \part of the built-up area of the olty.

'_lggdaburg (city) - Good_Results _
 Conter of oity hit. ! Bursts £ell on built-up-area,
Eisenach Laero~engine factory) ~ Good Results

"l‘hree concentrations of GP bombs qompletely blanket target area, Impossi-
ble to pin-point all strikes duc to oloud and hesme over targer, Direct hits seen
on the following installations: adr'~ . '-rative stores area, foundry machmes shop
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area, heat treatment and machine shop area, machinc fnd éséembly'éhops; assembly
and repeir area, In addition to above dama the business and residential scctions
immcdiotely south-of the target damaged from &erCt hits and ncpr-misses.

NOTB he forcgo ing is based on prcllmlnary reports and is not to be used for
record purpobes. . ‘ - ,



