HEADQUARTERS
NINBYY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Offiee of the Operations Officer

APO 5569.
9 September 1944,

SUBJECT: Report of Operations Officer, Mission of 8 September
1944.

T0 t Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), APO 559,

S8A Oroup

1. GENERAL WNARRATIVE: The 956A groug5 1n§ as high
group in the 13B comba$ wing, took off 356 « 0748 hours,
By 0848 the group had assembled over the base at 14,000t, The
assembly was planned at 11,000t but due to built up clouds it
was necessary to form the group at 14,000t, At 0845 the group
left the base on course for the first control point.

The wing was joined at 0910, Due to the weather it
was necessary to start the olimb sooner than briefed. The
English goast was corossed on course at 0938 at 18,000, At
0953 the French coast was srossed. BEnroute to the target the
wing flew south of briefed sourse.

The I,P. was reached at 1117, and the groups ponlod
off in order. Bombs were away at 11885,

The rally was effected as planned, and the briefed
gourse was followed on ths return route. The Freneh coast was
erossed at 1318 and the home base was reached at 1415. The
group landed at 1415 - 14825 hours,

2+ AIRCRAPF? NOT ATTACKING: Twelve alrcsraft, plus one
PFF aireraft left the base in the formation shown in attached
am "1A". All aircraft bombed the prinnri and are oredited
gi aor;ing The formation over the targne 8 shown in attached

3. AIRCRAPT LOST: None.

98B Group

1. OENERAL NARRATIVE: The 958 grou g flying as high
group in the 45C combat wing, took off at hes -~ 0800 hours.
By 0645 the group had assembled over the base at 12,000!', At
0850 the group departed the base on courss for the rirst sontrol
point. The lead group of the 450 wing wes. joined as planned and
the route over England was flown as briefed. The climb was :
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started earlier than planned and the English coast was crossed
on the route out at 0952.

The route to the target was flown south of briefed
course due to weather. At the I.P, the groups peeled off as
planned, but on the bombing run the wing leader decided that a
visual run could not be made. A 36009 turn was made and the
groups Joined wing forumation again., Bombing was done from
wing fromation using PFF eQuipment, Bombs were away at 1139
hours.

Some difficulty was encountered with the weather on
the r;turn route, however the briefed course was followed fairly
closely.

The French coaat was erossed at 1350, and the 958
group reached the home base at 1448. The landing was made at
1448 - 1500 hours.

2. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING: Thirteen alreraft, including
one PFF-left the base in the formation shown in attached diagram
"PA", A/C # 1939 joined the 487th group and bombed with that
group. A/C # 7257 bomb bay doors frose shut and ten bombs were
returned to the base., The remaining aireraft bombed the primary
and all aircraft are credited with sorties. The formation over
the target is shown in attached diagram “2B",

3. AIRCRAFT LOST: None,

THOMAS H. HOLBROOK,
Lt. Col., Alr Corps,
Operations Officer.
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CONTFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
NINETY PIFTH BOMBAHDMENT GROUP (N) : :
Offies, of the Operations Officer - BuP=if

\

8 September 1644

SUBJECT: Lsad Bombardier's Narrative, Ninety Fifth "A" Group, Mission of
8 SBeptember 1944, Mains, Germany.

T0 ¢t Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), A.A.7.

1l Narrative,

but was

Bombing aids used were B-8-B, C~2 computer and N2X squipmentd
A left turn of 60° was made at the Initial Point.

Bomb bqyt were opuud on bombing rum at 1117 hours,

olouds prevented pleking up target at once
able ‘.ﬁ line up with use of H2X equipment, Ploked target

and made rum om mul pilot, Weither flak nor fighters interf-
erred with ths bembing run,

L 1Y

£.

Results were observed to be good,

There are no suggested tactionl changes,

2. Bombardiert's form 12-% modified is attached,

3. Disposition of Bombs - A/ Bombs Pusing
Main Bombfall . Over Target JBombing We. Bise Type Nose Tail
Mains, Germany. 12 12 118 5004 u-84 1/10 1/100
Total on Target. ' 118 800§ M-64¢ 1/10 1/100
Other Expenditures, None.
Bombs Returned, ] m M-84 1/10 1/100
Total (loaded on A/C taking off). 180 M-64 1/10 1/100

4o Types of Releases - Of the 115 x 800§ G.P. bombs released on
the primary sll were salvoed and armed,

,

/o '
sl
A. R, SOROGHT

Captain, Alir Corps,
Lead Bombardisr,




,  HEADQUARTERS
‘NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OPPICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFPICER

9 September 1044

- BUBJECT: 8«2 Report 98A and 98B for above date.
TO '3 Commanding Cffieer, 95¢h Bomb Group (H), APO 6B59.

1. Twelve A/C plus one PFF A/C of the 9B6th Group took off
beginning a t 0738 hours to form the high group (95A) of the 138
Combst Wing to attack Malnz, Germany, No A/C returned early.

n%volvo A/C plus one PFF A/C of the 95th Group took off
beginning at 0742 hours to form the high Group (986B) of the 45C
Combat Wing to atuack Gustavsburg, Germany. No A/C returned early,

2. X¥o E/A were encountered,

8. 984 Uroup encountered modergte; barrage, and falrly
sccurate f lak over the target, 953 group encountered maderate,
barrage and t racking, lnaseurate flak at t he target.

4, Strike phote#sshow 85A group's bombs hitting WPI,
Pattern 1s a bit loose but target aresa well covered. Bombing
vary goods Ihotos do not show striltez of 96B group's hombs,
Bombing was unobserved by crews of £58B,

6. 95A group made avizual run on the target, 98B group's
‘lead boambardlsr slghted target on bombing run but on instructions
of wing command pilot did not bomb and group made & turr and a
PFF run on assigned PFI target (M/Y 2t Mainz)Germany). o8B
dropped on markers of lead group's PFF A/C. A/C 1939 (95A) flew
witn 487th group and dropped with thems, Target was same as asaigned
for 9BA group. wA% 7801 (98A) had 5 bomba hang up « returned,
A/C 7287 (95B) bomb bay deor froze shut 4 nd they wouldn't open
over target - bombs returned. A/C 7832 and A/C 8281 (95B) each
had 5 bombs han up = returned. 10/10 sloud with high c louds fore
esed formationsbove briefed altitude on route to terget., Cloud bro-
ken in target area, Alll A/C returnsd to base and landed by 1530.

S8TANLEY R. WHEATON,
Captain, Alr Corps,
Ass't, 3-2 Vfflcer,



HEADQHARTERS EI@!ﬂJH AIR FORGE
= AAE STATION 01
APO 634

mmon. oool houss, 8 September 1944 te zwo 8. Sep'bember 191#». B N LA,
"14‘ i T 4 c e . L T el A

A, smm:sn t U e * B ’
M:Lssions D:Lsp. Sortles l_gg Tonnag_; CZlaims B/

" Hoavy. Bomber’ Nksa, - 10705 1013 - 952 261.7.9 0=0%0

Fighter Encort 7 349 3L 0 0 0=0-0 :
F:Lghter Sweeps & 32 9 0. G§-0-1
< . i o ' ‘t . : -

O.

0

0
Flghm" B“nbmg 5 205 168 " '?93 '7 1.67-0-11 © 0, .

choRestn, 2 22 210 0. 0 o000 05,0 .1

_ e

0

9.

0

Wea‘;her Rgccn. 1!4. :u*, 15 0. h o ' O-O-O,
Alr/Sea Rescp.e .8 .8 8 o o eO--O--O‘w
sPecu.al 0perat10ns59 168 168 0 0 0-0-0 ..

Totals 121 1935 1791 981 655.0 Glo~o-12

+ Ly spares; 6 used

B. OPERATIONAL SUMMIRY . -

L Bomber At-backs o

Twenty-‘bhree oombat W:Lngs (770 B-l?s, 300 B~24s - 1070 a./c) dispatohé&
to attack an oil refinery, merdhalling yard, tank and armored vehicle. fa,ctory
and ordnance plant in the Rhineland, Support by seven fighter groups,™ 952-a/c
dropped. 2117,9 tons, G.P. and 530 tons.I.B., on all assigned targets and. lJ, T/O's.
leaflets also drépped in tdrget areas), ‘and over Rudesheim and near Stras'dwrg.
Bombing both visual and PFF, High cumulus cloud bank enroute and east,of Paris;
3/10 to 10/10 cloud in target areas. L/a opposition: ten s/e and t/o ‘o/a and
two jet-propelled c/a sighted, but no attacks. Claims: nil, Ipsges: 22 a/c
(11* B"17S, 8 B-'214.s). e PR S
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’synthetic oil and chamical works. _348 a/c d.mpped 1008 tons GoPe ON primaxy :
at 1145-1200 hoyps from 25,00-29,200 fests Betbing visual with PFF assistance.
Leaflets dropped on Ludwigshafen. Weather; high ocumulus bank. with tops up to -
27,000 feet east of Paris;. 5/10-46.10/10' oloud in target aréa. "Flakj moderate
to intense, generelly accurate aver targets Battle Damages 110 minor, 15

-majors Efa oppositiont nile Claimss niles 11058383 kN a/c (faur ‘ﬁo A,A, f‘iVe to
unknown cau,sas, two crash-landed)-

Fighter Supportx v groups (95 P-51$) disPatoheda Up 0855-091& haurs,
down L5 hourse 88 sértiem‘ E/a oppesitiont nil. ‘Oladmss n:!.l. “Lo#dest nils.

Tole; orce - - . e o L v j‘ A

" Three combat wings (300 B-248) dlspa&ehed. to atbaclk merﬂmg ya:rd
- at Korlsruhes 248 a/o dropped 514 tops: GePo and 156.7 tons T+B. on the primary,
and one a/c dropped three tofs LeBe ofi-Ingir - Bonbifig 8t 1149-1159 . -
hours from 22,000-27,000 feets vism; ﬂxeé{;caSe or ﬁwo combat wings, v:.sual \,
and PFF combined-in the ®ase of ene dom ‘t W 1e8flets dropped on Karlsruhe;,
other leaflets Jettisoned near Strasbotirg WQather; high cumilus up to 27,000
feet east of Paris, 3/10%o 7&0 aloud over ‘targets ‘Flak: moderate and - -
-acourate over target. Battle demages 91 minor, 1 majore E/a opposz.tian. m.l.
Claims: nilo Lmsass Fay 't a/é (tvro to AA, six to urknown causes)s

co F:l.ghte;' Suppar:bx Two grouys (93. P—-Sla) dispatcheds Up 0902<0935 hours;
dowri U 5«48 hours, 82 sorties. a oppositions nil, Claims: nils Logsest
two Pu5ls to wnknown oauses (velieved landed in France)s ‘ SRR

Details of attack as follows:

. ) ‘ | Gops  'IsBe - .
Relsrubs MY 300 | %7 5We0 1507 Good
"i‘.-ud.ﬁigéhafeﬁ ' S e : __1 B _1,0 Upobseﬁég
| Totals : - 300 o 248 . 5111--0 153.7 . ', '

Ten combat’ mngs (386 B—l?s) dispatohed to attaok tank and armored.
vehicle factory at Gustavsburg, near Mainz, and the ordnence d&pot. for engineer—
ing and signals equipment.at Kastel, also near Mainze. 356 a/c dropped 5959
tons GeDs and 37623 tons TeBe' on primizy-end 3'T/0s-at 1132-114% hours from
123,000%29,000 feet; bombing visual and FPFF, mostly visual. Leaflets also
dropped on Mainz and Rudesheime Weathers dense, pers:.stent contrails with -

e
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clouds up to 28 000 feet enrou‘be; 5)’10 to 8/10 in target arsag, . Flaks | .

- modereto, fa:.rlv accurate over target area, - Battlo damage: ™ 119 minor, 13 maoz.
E/e opposition: 4 FW~190s, U Me=110s, .2 Me~1098 Observed in Mainr area;-

2. Jot=propelied Q/a ‘seen ‘southwost of Mainz, . No- attackm Glaims- Nﬁ.l. e

) Lossesa 3 a/e €1 to AA, 2 to ummown causeg). v L

’lt’d

Wer Suppart: , fﬂbree youpa (161 P-Bla) dispatched. Up 0915 houra.
dovm 1415 hours.. Uy, sortiess E/a omposition:- ono Me=109 s tea. noar ’
B;!rkenfe‘]d. _ No attaock, Glaims, nil, foasesa nil.s B 18'13

Dotails of abtack as fonows-'
Assigned Targots Q;am‘bched g_lg_.m g-' Re:sultsv
oo L e . °P

~ Guatavsburg | 192 | 167 299,2 2440 . Poax!
(tank factory) IR R | S T
(ordnanoe éapot) L . S
Other Tar@:cs ST  : . , ‘ w~ ;
Rudoshoim (T/0) - . 13 . 22,7 Poor
10 T/0's P —_— 20 16193'1 Unobserved -
Totals' - 386 356 59.9 37643

2. iggter Escort

Seven groups (3#9 P—Sls) dispatohed to eacort three bomber faroes attack-
ing targets in western Germany, Up 0855 hours,.down 1445 hours. . 314 sorties.
E/a opposition: one sfe o/a sighted noar Birkenfeld. No attack, - Claims nil,
Iosses: Two P=5ls to unkown causes (beliaved hnded :ln France)

3. Bigiter Sroops

. mwo groups (99 P-51s), originally dispa‘bched as top cover far fighter-

bombers, ‘strafed Heidelburg-Darmstadt~Wurzburg and Frankfurt-Coblenz areas,

Up 1300 hours, down 1723-1835 hourss 94 sorties, Adverse weather prevented

groups from supparting fighter~bombers. B/a opposition: nil, laims- 3=0-1, -
JU-52s on ground. lLosses:- 2 P=51s to AA,

Strefing claims includs:

-, Destroyed . Demaged

Locamotives : , 26 25. -
Trucks - , .29 21
. RR ocars o R 79
0il tenk-caxrs . . S 3
Truck trailer L I 1
/Gun emplacemont . SRR ¢ A3 L
" Staff cars 1 Z
Half tracks : 2 .0'

Other vehicles e 7

fta
1=
e
{0,
=
a
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- ms (W,M?s, hB P—}Bs - ‘ Hy - 2@5 a/a) spa‘bdxhé& to bmb

‘ and stmfa jransportation-east of Rhine along Siegbwg;ﬂtnblwmsael
‘Harma.-ﬁersfo}.d, Be ﬁadt-xissengen, ‘Bruchsal-Murgburg linss. - Up 1250-1537
hours, dovm 1540=-1722 hours., 160 sorfics. 10/10 cloud forced one group to .

abendon idsafon, nrevented another ‘group from bobing and forced two other

. groups to attack altermate arcas east of: ‘#he Rhimos 29 afe drdppe& T.1 tons

- GePo on transportation T/3ss: Buskdvehon A/F near Bonn strafed, B/fe oppositimx
nil, Olaifna: 7-0-11 grovmd. ;Losses: ono 3?-47 to \mlmmm mms. ‘ ‘

Banb?mg and s'braring ehims ma.udm s T
, , ST e
I.ocomtivea 19 B
RRcars - ' P 5y
01l truoks -k B SR
- Trucks ; : 58 S e s ‘
~ Othor vehicles: 3 o2 ‘
Flak sites - L kg
- Staff cars ., 2 o
5. Photo Rocar S
22 8/ (7 SPirBﬂm 6T 15 M¥a) o on ‘photo reconrialssence
as follows- & = e 2 |

"_' y and Siefr.’a.ed 1ine, 3 Febs
woat

12 P55 and 6 S;pitﬁres mep 1
&-_&M@ﬁz me mmmm. "ATL other -

and 1 Spitfire D/A photo TGS
Qe afc failed- to*
a/c I'e"bm'fled S&felyg ’ *

"6 Weather Recormisa&rwe

TN afc d:x.spa‘bched on weather reconnaissance as follawsx 7 P~51s and
3 nc,aqm.toes as woathey scouts for heavy bombers. Nine sorties, Two Mosqui- s
toeg on special weather missions over south France and Brest peniwlag -
two Be2hs campleted routine weather £lights over the Atlantic Ocean. (ne Jetr
‘propelled n/c sean by weathar scouts over ankt‘urt a'b 30,000 feat. j M,l a/@
'returnad saf‘ely. » _ _ = _

Te Adr/See Ros0us

-Bight /o £low 23 hours, 6 minutes. No incidents. A1l a/c re'burned
sa.f‘ely.
- 8¢ Specisl %ra tions v
168 a/c dispatched o apecial operations as £ollowss :
fh.? an "truckin" misstbons, carr:.ed 30 tons freigl'rb.
12 P-hls, 4 Pp#?s, 2 P=38s) as o rela;ys , :
40 8/c on speeial, cperations.
A1l a/o rah:med safely '

¢

2
=
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Today s hegvy bomber att&cks, fiohter sweeps and f:.ghter bombing aarties
evoksd. mw egpnam anﬂ.mly Ch ﬂew sa.gh’sims Wez*e,made. Sl

EE 4 LL

, % ﬂair& Eoma aighfbed ;fém' N-lﬁ@q fom; Meﬂﬂ.@as &l\& twu Me-1095 :Ln the '
"Meinz areap; ‘Pive minutes prior tb reaching ‘-:'t.t&lP .the saine ‘force observed .two
Jet-propellea a.ircmtt smxthwes‘t o!’ m:t.nv. Ncng oa? 'bhesa e/el made atbackm

‘ Eshort:lng fighters sighted one- W near Bhkenfeld. mmight lbaaar
.Mlmwe%hupmrearwm a/ammmmm“upmatheme-M9wm
-]

eomE ﬁ
Ludwigshafen/Open = Intense
' i Lo .
- Dunkirk : - Moderate e.ocumte.
Meinz - Intenga& mecumte'
BEupen and Knocke S .
Ostend ‘
.Coblens " 0B i
mrws ‘ o = / v a
Karlsruhe - Modera e accurate. ’
‘Gustavsburg B Moderate a.nd fairly accumte. :

e Observatians , N LT o
N Four Mo-109s and t/e «s/a sigited. on A/F Just West of Mainz. B
Concrete” sfrip.at 4. W53y appmadmateh "&wo 1&3& with t’Wo roa.da
leading to grass field, 4 WP-3728¢ , |
50 plus u/i s/e and /& tfh ‘Observed on. gress. A/F southeast of Sﬂhluchtern.
50 plus ufi 8/e e/a observed on grass vn.ainity Harmelburge - -
5 clvao A/E‘s each having 75 ‘a/o (believad‘ ¢ a) weur Liogd, psébaw &t Bierset
and Hedye ' ' ,
~ PFive silver-colored e/a . A/F four miles s@&thmst of mﬂEMQo '

40 river baxges in s,nland port just weat-of Karlsruhe. :
- 10-12 oil storage tanks, M/Y with 50 plus oil cars and f're:.ght cars
_observed. very well’ camouﬂ&gea ih area alon,g railroad from- Keidelberg dast to
- Adelsheine
.+ 30-40 Red Cross vehioles in large f‘ield, L WF—GOO?. - Fcur other- groups
of 10-15 Red Cross trucks in area.
v Large number of light flak guns ‘and many fox holes in woods and near
roads Bonm-Rheinbach-Buskirchen-Zilepich areas -~ -
Barrage balloons on ground surrounding dam 15-20 miles west of Cologne. '
. ' Heaevy barge traffic heading south of Rhine river in target arcas.
Many barges in Rhine between Mainz and Iudwigshafen.
"~ Approximately 15 heavy AA guns, f‘ive miles west of Mainz near a quarrys

e |
sEEREL .
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4, Damage to Bncomy Installations

Ludwigshnfon - Good Results

Cloud of .5 to 10/10 density combined with smoke from fires started in
arca makes plotting of most of the bombs impossible, Five concentrations of HE
bombs plotted in south portion of area, Demage to this area severe. At loast
4 fires in plastic plant arca. - One intense explosion and main building on fire,
At least two fires burning in Experimental Synthetic 0il area; probable demage %o
injector house, Lt lease three buildings in heavy chemical area on fire; electro-
lytic chlaorine and sulfuric acid plants received dircct hits. Ten buildings in

Dye Plant arca received direct hits; onc smal explosion visible - four fires in
apea, Main retort house of Gas Works probably damaged; one othor Building in
area severly damaged., At least six workshop and stores buildings rececived direct
hits ~ two fires burning in area, North end of target area completely. obscured
by smoke, Two small concentrations visible in nartheast corner; one explosion
could be seen and two fires on u/i» ‘buildings. Two concentrations of HE bombs in
central and west partions of Freisenheim district approximatcly one mile west of
target area; third concentration 1i miles east of target area ncar Mennhcim
Industric Hafen. ‘ : :

Karlsruhe M/Y - Good Results

Bursts on M/Y and its installations, with hits in or very noar all
assigned MPIs. Many bursts also in business and residential areas fo north and
cast of M/Y. : : :

Knstel Ordnance Depdt - Good, _Resulté

Eight Combat Wings bombgd - plant completeiy blanketsd, Ierge fireé

,

started,

Gugtavsburg Tank' ana.,Axmored Vehicle Plant - Poor Results
- Nearest pattern about 1000 yards from target,.

_Rudesheim (T/0) = Poor Results

No bursts scen in town
/

.NOTE:= The foregoing is based on préliztiina’ry reparts and
is not to be used for record purposes.



