HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDKLNT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations (Qfflcer

APO 5598.
.13 August 1944.

SUBJECT: Report of Operstions Qfficer, Frantlic mission of 12
August 1944,

TO ¢ Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), APO 559.

l. GENZKAL NARRATIVE: The 13 A eombat wing, composed of |
the 96 A, 956 B and 95 C groups, Ilyling as lead, high and low
groups respectively, took off at 0610 - 0630 hours. By 0745 the
groups hus assembled over the base at 10,000'. Since the three
95th Groups flew the entire mission together they will be treated
as’ one unit in this narrative.

At 0745 the 13 A wing set course for the assembly polnt
of the 15 B wing. The 13 B wing was picked up as planned, at
0800 hours, The Italian coast was crossed at 084Z2. At 0949 the
climt to bombing altitude was started. The enemy coast wus
crossed at 1114 at 21,000¢,

Briefed course was followed to the target. Bombs were
away at 1147, and the rally wus effected as planned. After the
raily point the groups started a let down, crossing the battle
line at 1315 at 16,000'. The French coast was crossed ut 1406

and Selsey Bill was reached at 1420. The groups arrived ut the
home tase at 1527 and landed at 1535 - 1600,

2. AIRCRAFY NOY ATTACKING: Thirty-seven alrcruft left
the base in the formation shown in attached diagrams "1A"™, "2aA"
and "3a". A/C # 1887 and A/C # 7215 turned back before reaching
the enemy coasat and are not credited with sorties. The remaine-
ing 35 A/C bombed the primary and are credited with sorties.

The formation owver the target is shown 1n att&ohed diagrams
“lB" "25" and ﬂan

3. LOST AIRCRAFT: Xone.

JAMES| a. HEARN,
capt., Air Corps,
Asat.ﬁOpn. Orficar.
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ATR FORCE /r"/
o . AAF STATION 101

HO 63, ' i

INTOPS SUMMARY NO. 104

PERIOD: 0001 hours 12 August 1944 to 2400 hours 12 iugust 194

Ae STATISTICS

=
o]
7
Q
fn

I

=

Missions Disp. Sorties Atke. Tonnage Claims E/A AA TN

A& N/E OT Iotals

Heavy Bomber Atkse 9 650 + 610 595  1433¢4 0-0-0 0 1 2 4 7
Fighter Escort 11 436 386 . 0 o] J;-Q-OA 0 00 3 3
Fighter Sweeps 0 0 o 0 O .00-0 0000 O
Pighter-Bonbing X 35 89l | ‘850 ” ‘706 " 27846 , 5-0-60A 0O 0 O lé 16
Photo Recons 5 =m 26 0 o eeo 0001 1
Weather Recone. 23 253 22 N 0 0 ‘. O-O-O. | O 01 0 1
Air/Sea Rescue TR w0 0 000 0000 0
Special Operations 40 _ 84 _ 80 _ 0O 0O 000 0000 0

Totals 150 2128 1988 1301  1712.0 6-0-0A O 1 3 2, 28

14-0-0G

+ 10 spares, 1 used.

Be OPERATTONAL SUMMARY

1, Bomber Attacks .

Fifteen combat wings (374 B-17s, 276 B-24s = 650 a/c) dispatched in three
forces to attack eight A/Fs and one M/Y in France. Support by nine fighter groups.
595 a/c dropped 133.4 tons G.P. visually on all assigned primaries and one sec-
ondary targete No e/a opposition. Claims: nil. Losses: 7 a/c (5 B=24s, 2 B~17s).

- First Porce

Five combat wings (276 B-24s) dispatched to attack four A/Fs NE of Parise
Support by two fighter groups., 251 a/c dropped 6545 tons GePe on the four as-
signed targets at 1015 - 1036 hours from 19,600 - 24,000 feet. Weather: 1/10 -
3/10 in target arease. Flak: meager, inaccurate to accurate. Battle damages 46
minor, O majore E/a opposition: nil. Cleims: nile Losses: 5 B=24s (1 to A4, 2
to unknown reasons, 2 crash-landed in U.K.). ' '
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Details of attacks as follows:

Assigned Targets Dispatched Attacked Ions GP Resulis
Laon/Couvron A/F ﬁ 72 61 156,5 Very Good
Juvincourt A/F 67 52 131,2 Very Good
Laon/Athies A/F 63 63 158,1 Good
Mourmelon A/F . 74 75 % 208,7 Good

276 251 654.5

* Includes 4 a/c dispatched against. other targets,

Secord Force

Eight combat wings (301 B-17s) dispatched to attack one M/Y and two A/Fg
east of Paris and a third A/F in the Paris area, Support by four fighter groups.
275 a/c dropped 620,1 tons G,P, on the four assigned targets and ome secondary at
1039 - 1101 hours from 18,400 - 23,800 feet, Weather: CAVU over targets with
slight haze at Buc A/F, Flak: meager, inaccurate, Battle damage: 18 minor,
10 major, E/a oppositiont  nil, Claims: =nil, Losses: 2 B=-178 to unknown reasons,

Details of attacks as follows:

Assignéd nggétg Dispatched Attacked Tons GP Results

Metz M/Y 75 69 2017,0 Good to Very Goc
Chamont A/F . 78 72 136,2 Very Good ‘
Buc A/F 73 6, 148,2 Fair to Good

La Perthe A/F ' 75 58 95,7 Good

Other Target

Etampes/Mondesir A/F —_ 2 33,0 Fair to Good

Totals 301 275 620,1

Third Forse

Two combat wings (73 B-17s) dispatched from Italy to attack an A/F in south
central France, Four a/c returned early, Support by three fighter groups, 69 a/c
dropped 158.8 tons G.P, on assigned target at 1148 - 1153 hours from 19,700 = 22,000
feet and landed safely at bases in U,K, Weather: CAVU, Flak; meager to moderate
over target, accurate on one group only, Battle damage: 14 minor, O major, E/A
opposition: nili, Claims: nil, ILosses: nil,

Details of attack as follows:

Assicned Target _ Dispatched  Attacked  Toms GP  Results
Toulouse /Francazal A/F 73 69 158, 8 Very Good
- 2 -
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Bombing and strafing claims (contd)

- Destroyed Damaged
2 flak wagons . 1BRR gtation
5 water towers - © 8 o0il barges
59 tank cars : '3 01l tarks
20 tanks ; -1 0il truck
2 trailers Lo 5 flat cars
2 flak cars = 50 ammo cars
1/ staff cars : 31 tarnk cars
4 bridges ' 1 flak car
4 switch cars : 8 staff cars
2 roundhouses 4 bridges
2 tunnels 3 roundhouses
5 tracks ' 5 factories
1 factory
1 jeep
Second Operation

Ten groups (20 P-47s, 285 P-51s - 305 a/c) dispatched to bomb and strafe
transportation facilities and moving traffic in northeastern France, Up 1520 - 1823
hours, down 1856 = 2110 hours, 220 a/c dropped 98,6 tons on M/Ys, bridges, tunnels,
moving traffic, ard other transportation facilities, ALl groups strafed assigned

areas after bombing, ' E/a oppoeition: nil, Claims: 1~0-0 ground, ILosses 3 P-51s
to unknown causes,

Bombing and strafing claims include:

Destroyed Damaged
135 RR cars ‘ 224 BR cars
1 bridge 18 locos
2 staff cars 3 M/Ys
1 power house 2 tridges
43 trucks 2 staff cars
5 half~tracks 28 flat cars
4 command cars - 23 barges
60 ammo cars ' 11 trucks
1 0il tank . 1 power house
1 automobile 10 passenger cars
1 truck~trailer , - 2 storage tanks
2 water towers o 4 tuildings
2 roundhouses 10 track sections
41 locos

5. FPhoto Reconnaissance

27 afe (19 F=5s and 8 Spitfires) dispatched on photo reconmaissance: 11 a/c
mapping west Paris area; 7 a/c dispetched to Paris, Rheims, Strasbourg and south
of Cologne; 3 a/c over Berling 4 a/c over northern France; 1 a/c recalled earlys;
1 a/c returning from Italy on special mapping operation. Three a/c failed to obtain
photos, Losses: one F-5 B to unknown causes, All other a/c returned sefely,

. - 4 - ;
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6e Weat econnaissance

23 a/o dispatched on weather reconnaissance: 10 P-51s as weather scouts
for lst Bomb Division; two B-17s on routine weather missions; three Mosquitoes on
weather missions over France; three Mosguitoes as weather scouts for bombing
operations; one Mosquito weather scout for spcc:.al operations; two Mosguitoes,
one B=25 and one B=-26 on special weather' reconnaissances Losses: one hosquito
(scout for bomber operations)s All other afc returned safelys

7+ Alir/Sea Rescue I

14 P-51s dispatched on air/sea. rescue missionss One rescue incident by
Yarmouth boat and Warwick a/ce Eight men rescued from 466th Group, 96th W’Lﬂgo
One bail-out on VHF. No ditchings. 41l a/c returned safely.

8¢ Special Oper_atlgng :

. 8ix B-17s dro;pped leaflets over France at 0043-0114 hours. All a/c re-
tu;med safelye
- Two a/c dispatched on special test:.ng operutlons. One a/c did not bomb
due to’ equipment failuree. :
31 a/c dispatched on special 0peratn.ons. Three a/c returned early. All
a/o returned safelys
Ten a/c (one B-17, two B-Zl;.s, two Mosquitoes and one P-38 photo recomnais:
sance with escort of four P-51s) dispatched on special operations All a/c re=
turned sufelye .
35 a/c (26 P—5ls and 9 P-L;-?s) dispatched as radio relays. All a/c ree
turned safelye .

C. INTELLIGINCE |

le ZEnemy Air Ovposition

There wag no enenmy air oppos:.tlon to the heavy bomber attacks on A/Fs
and on M/Ys in France. One B-17 force reportéd sighting 17 black s/e e/atheaded
northwest, east of Melun but no attackse B-17s returning from Italy sighted one
s/e and toro t/e in Toulouse area at 1200 hours but no attack was modes

- Bscorting fighters had but a single encountere P-51s escorting bombers
returning from Italy reported 1 Ju-188 engaged and destruyed in Toulodse arcae

Fighters engaged in morning fighter bomber operations met no concentrated
opposition and only 4 sporadic encounters. One P-47 group encountercd 2 Ju=-88s
between Rosicrs and Cambrai at 0730 hours and claimed one destroycd for no losse
Another group engaged 2 Ju~88s at Guise and Maubeuge destroy@ng both without loss.

A P-38 group engaged and destroyed 1 Ju-88 on the deck in the Compiegne
area without losse A f’lghter group of P=47s destroyed one Me-109 with no -
markings heading southwest in the deck near Maubeuge.

In a late afternnon fighter bombing operation no e/a were encountercde
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2¢ Flak

L&on/Couvron-meager, inaccurates
" Laon/Athies-moderate, dccuratés .
Juvincourt-nil to meager, inacourates
Mourmelon = meager, inaccurates
~ Chalons = meager, accuratcs
Romily =- meager, incccurates
Chament - meager, inaccurates
letz - meager, inaccurate,
La Perthe - mcoger, inaccurate to accurates

3. Observations

Long runway in woods, 4825N-0240E, from 20,000 feete
1000 freight cars in M/Y, 5015N-0355E, from 20,000 fects
Large cliearing, possibly rumway, in woods at 5023N-0408E, from 19,000 f‘eot.
Lexrge conceniration of freight cars at Maubeuge M/Y from 21,000 feet.
 Large concentration of freight cars at La Louvier M/Y fron 20,000 fecte
Large concentration of freight cars at Mons M/Y from 20,000 feets
. Area northeast of Paris overrun with railroad traffic hended southwests
Standing train camouflaged by foliage, carrying trucks or tonks on the
first six cars, 10 miles south of Lille.
Area between Ostend and Dunkirk flooded.
Extreme activity at steel mills or foundries near Lens- JMeny trains
moving in and oute S
Two 1arge ships under construction at Dunkirke. An acre of. constructional
steel lay along water front. '
Camouflaged 4/F, 4 miles south of La Fere (4VN-8624), 3 hangars and 2
runvays on ite
15 s/e /o on Pois 4/F, 4VN-865L1.
100 plus goods cars in MA at Ste Etiennc.

4. Demage to Fnemy ;nstal;atlogs
Toulouse Francazal [‘3@: Very Good Results

Two combat wings bombed 4/F with 500 GP bombss Blonketed hongars and 4/F
buildingse All of 12 large hangors and 5 of the 10 smaller hangars hit, or re=
ceived near missese Total of 18 hits and several near misses noted on hangarse
About 3/4 of bouwbs. fell in target area. Neither of the 2 medium-sized s/e a/c
seen on f:.eld. were hite L ‘ .

Mourmelon A/F - Good Régg}_‘_ﬁ_s_

. Hengars ond installations hite Southern and eastern area of field poste
holeda ' ' o
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Juvincourt A—Q - Yery Good Results

Assigned area concentrated with hits. Dispersel area hit and runwoy
postholede :

Loon/Couvron A/F - Very Good Results -

Assigned area postholed. Pattern extending from central area to northern
and scuthern area, |

Metz M/ - Good = Very Good Results

Six concentrations of GP in target area. Approximately 400 bursts on
rail lines, railroad cors and the Sablon locomotive depote Concentrations are
well=placede Doamage to rall lines at entrance of the sorting siding and railroad
cars in the yard will be extremely severes Sidings were filled to approximately
50% capacitye Two large explosions scen and fires burning lete in the attack in-
dicate th:t oil tanks have been hite Three concentrations of GP fell into the
storage siding snd loco workshop, individual pin~pointing of strikes in this area
is impossible due to smokee From the concentrations noted it is evident that main
welght of bonbs fell into sidings and workshop arca and damage will be severees

La Perthe A[F -~ Good Results

Five concentrations of bombs totalling 1300 burst on the landing field
propers Two double bay hangars and at least 8 small buildings in the central
part of landing ground received direct hits. All concentrations were well-placed
and covered most of landing ground area. Field will be unsuitable for usece

Chament 5@ - Very Good Results

Six concentrations in target areas Direct hits could be seen on the one
a/c shelter in the area and on the administration and living quarters buildings.
Area was completely covered by bomb bursts. No a/c visible on field ot the time
of the attacke

Buo A@ - Fair to Good Results

.

Approximately 300 bombs fell on the Fort due Haut, western side of the
A/Fs One explosion seen. Late photography shows two fires burninge Two con-
centrations of bombs in the hangar workshops area. .Area severely damaged before
attacke Additional hits made on a two-bay hangar, two workshops, and the eastern
portion of the lending field proper. Ome concentration of bombs in open fields
adjacent to the west edge of the Fort du . Haut.

Etampesdgp_ndesir é@j - Pair to Good Results

Approximately 125 bombs in central portion of the landing field propers
Two direct hits on large flight hongor, seriously damaged previous to those hits,
and two direct hits on a rail line adjacent to the A/F. Damage to the center of
the 4/F will be severes
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