HEADGUARTERS.
NINETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 5569.
13 August 1944.

SUBJECT: Report of Operations 0fflicer, Frantic mission of 7
August 1944.

TO :  Commnanding Offlcer, 85th Bomb Group (H), APO 559.

1. OENERAL NARRATIVE: fThe 13 A oombat wing, composed of
the 85 A, 95 B and 95 C groups, flyling as lead, high and low
groups respectively, took off at 0740 - 0805 hours. By 09158
the groups had assembled over the base at 7,000'. Since the
three 95th groups flew the entire mission together they will
be treated as one unit in this narrative;

At 0915 the 13 A wing left the base on course for
Mirgorod where the 13 B wing was to join the formation. The
13 B wing requested a twangg minute dela{ in leaving their base,
80 the 13 A wing did two 3680° turns and left Mirgorod on ccurse
at 0958.

The climb to bombing altitude was started at 1000 and
bombing altlitude was reached at the battle line at 1252. The
briefed course was followed on the route out and at the I.P,
the groups peeled off as planned. BRombs were away at 1321.,

The return route was flown as planned, the let down
being started upon cerossing the battle line. The buse was
reached at 1730 and the landing was mude at 1740 - 1800.

2. AIRCRAPT NOT ATTACKING: Thirty alreraft, including
1 PFP, left the base in the formation shown in the attached
diegrams "1A", "2A" and "3A". A/C # 1992 left the formation
before reaching enemy territory and is not credited with a ,
sortie. The remaining twenty-nine A/C bombed the primary and
are oredited with sorties. The formation over the target is
shown in attached diagrems "1B", "2B" and "3B",

3: LOST AIRCRAPT: Nons.

JAMES A, HEARN,
' Capt., Alr Corps,
H _ Asst. Opn. Officer.
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" HEADQUAKTERS EIGHTH ATR FORCE 70 /
: " AAF STATION 101

APO 634 - .T/e 25/9//3///4 Aind

INTCPS SUMMAKY NO, 99

PERIOD: 0001 hours 7 August 1944 to 2400 hours 7 August 19l

A. . STATISTICS

e

Missions Disp. Sorties Atkg. Tomnege Claims E/A AA N/E OT Total

Heavy Bomber Atks. 28 902 + 879 = 483 13375 0~0-0 0O 11 1 3
Pighter BEscort 10 471 437 0 0 1-0-32. 0 0 0 O O
i 0-0-1G

Fighter Sweeps 0 0 0 0 o0 0-0-0 0 0 0 0 O
Fighter Bombing 8 279 271 171 525 4=0-1G O 0 O 5 5
Fhoto Recone 38 38 3 0 0 000 O 00 0 O
Weather Recone 21 21 21 0 0 0=0=0 0O 00 O O
Air/Sea Resoue 25 25 25 O 0 000 O 0O O O
special Operations 65 _ 65 65 0O _0 000 0 00 0 O

Totals ©.195 1801 1736 654 13900 1~0-3* 0 1 1 6 8

+ 12 spares = 7 used.

‘B OPERATIONAL SUMMARY

le DBomber Attacks

29 combat wings (518 B~17s, 384 B-24s - 902 &) dispatched to attack oil
dumps and bridges over wide area in France. Support by 10 fighter groups. 28
assigned targets. 483 a/ dropped 1337.5 tons G.Pe, visually, on 1y primaries an
other ')l:argets. E/a opposition: mnil. Claims: nil. Losses; 3 a/o (2 B=24s,
1 B=17).

First Forces 3 combat wings (112 B-17s) dispatched to attack oil dumps in
the Bordeaux areae 105 a/c dropped 261.8 tons G. P, on both assigned targets
at 1345-143h hours from 14,000-23,000 feet. Weather: CAVU with slight ground
hazee Flak: nil at target, meager and accurate at Lisieux., Battle damage: 19
minor, 7 majore E/a opposition: nil. Claims: nile Losses: 1 B=17 to unknown
causess : : ' :

Pighter Support: 3 groups (139 P-51s) dispatched. Sorties 123. Up 1025 =
1041 hours, dowm 1601 = 1738 hours. 2 t/e e/a observed in viecinity of +Orleans,
lost in haze. 25 plus Me-109s and FW-190s on deok circling Chartres A/F were
attacked. 2 groups strafed Chartres A/F and rail and motor traffic¢ north of
Bordeauxe Claims: 1~0-3 air, O-O-1 ground. Losscs: Nile.
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SECREZ
Details of bomber attacks follow:

Assigned Tarpets Dispatohed ~ Attacked Ioms Results

Ste Loubes (oil‘@ump) - 28 ' 3 84,3 = Geod
Montbartier (oil dump) I e 177-5 Fair
_ Totals 112 105 2618

Second Force: 7 ccmbat wings (224 B-17s) dispatched to attack one
bridge east of Paris and 6 oil dumps - 3 in the Paris area and 3 southeast of
Paris. 218 z/0 dropped 570,6 tons G<Ps on 6 of the 7 assigred primaries and 5
~other targets at 124, = 1319 hours from 1,000 - 26,000 fect. Weather: 2/10 =
8/10 in the Paris area, 2/10 = 3/10 south of Paris. Flck: Intense, accuraté.
-in Paris arca; meager, accurate south of Paris. Battle Damagcs: 53 minory £7
major. F/a opposition: N3jle Claims: Nil. Losses: Nil.

Fighter Support: 2 groups (97 P-51ls) dispatched. Sorties 96, Up 1020 -
1040 hours, dovm 145 - 1522 hours. No e/a opposition. Uneventful escort.
Claims: Nil. Losses: Nil. :

Details of quber attacks follows

Assigned Targets Dispatohed Attacked | - Toms . Results
Dugny (oil dump) ‘ 37 2l 7240 Unobserved
Paris~Genevilliers (oil dump) 38 - ) not attacked
Paris-Sts Ouen (oil dump) 37 12 4 22.8 Poor
Bourran Mariotte (oil dump) 23 23 5646 ~  Poor - Fair.
Sens (oil dusp) 26 26 6l4s0 Fair
Ste Florentin (oil dump) 25 25 62,2 . Pair
Nonteuil Bridge 38 36 10645 Pair
Other Targets
Mainteron Bridge : R T 23 65.7 Unobserved
Houwdon /Y - T - 1, - 22,8 Unobserved
Rougiaf = - =~ ‘ 1 207 Unobsexrved
Chartres 4/F 23 62.3 Pair
Chatesudun A/F —_— AL 330 Fair

. Totals 22 218 5706

 Third Force: 5 combat wings (182 B-17s) dispatched to attack 4 bridges
and one OLL qump NE of Paris. Assigned targets not bombed due to 9/10'= 10,10
cloud. over target area. 1 a/c dropped 3 tons G.P. on T/C at 1118 hours ‘from
22,000 feets Flak: Nil at target, meager inaccurate at Lille. Battle Damage:
32 minor, 3 major. E/a opposition: WNils Cloims:’' Nils Dosses:  Nile

Fighter Support: .2 groups (48 P=38s, 52 P-51ls - 100 a/o) -dispatched.
Sorties S0s Up 0841 - 0914 hours, down 1300 - 1351 hours. No e/a cppositione
Ore group strafed rail transporiation from Vitry-le-Franzeis to Fontenad-
Tresigny. Claims: Nil. Losses: Nil.
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Details of bom'ber attaoks follow-

Fispes Bridge - 39 Not attacked

Anizy Le Chatean Bridge 39 " Not attackad

Conpiegne (ol dnmp) 26  Not attadked-

Jussy Bridge . : 39 - Not attaagked '

Beautor Bridge. ' 039 Not attacked -

Other Targets - o o

Montdidier AF ' —_— S 7_1_ 340 Uncbserved

Totals | 162 1 30

: Pourth Force: 2 combat Wings (51 B-24s) dispatched to ‘atteok two 6il
dumps NE of Parise Assigned targets not bombed due to 8/10 to 10/10 cloud in
target areas 27 a/c dropped 68 tons GePe on other targets at 1027 = 1104 hours .
from 10,000 = 19,000 feet. Flak: Moderate, inaccurate en route, Battle Damage:
17 minor, 2 major, E/a opposition: Nil. Claims: Nil. ‘Losses: 1 B-24 to Ahe

Fighter Support: 1 group (35 P=-l7s) dispatched. Sorties 34. Up 0910
hours, down 1226 hourse No e/a oppositions Uneventful esvort. Claims: Nil,
Losses: Nil. :

Detaa..ls of 'bcmbe:r: attaoks follow: : ,

Remiu.v (aﬁ.]. dump) 26 Tot attacked
Givet (oil dump) - 25 Not attacked
. Other Targets '
Seause (town) S | 9 22,5  Poor
Andenne Bridge o : 10 2l 9 "‘Good
U/I T/0s c _ 8. 2046 Unocbserved
Totals | 51 B 68.0

Fif’ch h Farces 12 combat wings (333 B-ZA.S) dispatched to attack 3 bridges
and 9 oil dumps north of Paris. 132 a/o dropped 43hel tons GeP. on 6 assigned
primaries and 2 other targets, 1144 - 1308 hours from 11,000 - 23,000 feets
Remainder of targets not attacked due to cloud cover in target areas Flaks
Meager, inacourate en route. Battle Damage: L3 minor, 2 major. B/a opposition:
Nile Claimss WNile ILossess 1 B-24 crash-landed in U.Ke.

Fighter Support: 2 groups (100 P-51s) dispatched. 9!;. sortiess Up
101 - 1102, down 1405 = 1455 hourse No e/fa oppos:.tiom. Claimss Nile Lossess
Nil. ,
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Details of bomber attacks follow:

asgilgncd Targets TR ~Dispatched Attacked =~ Tong  Results
Soleux (oil dump) - 2l 2L 7545 Vexry Good
Recques~sur=Course (0il Gump) -2 23 6960  Good
Mre-sur-Lo=Iys  (oil ‘dump) o Not attacked -
Bois=de=-lo~Houssiere (oil dump) 26 . Not attacked

Brussels/Vilvorde (oil dump) 48 Not attacked -

Wendelgem (oil dump) 2l Not attacked

Lengerbrugge (oil dump) 20 9 25.3 = Good
Rieme/Ertveld (oil qump) 2k 11 26.0  Good
Ostend (oil dump) . 12 Not attacked .
Peronne Bridge , 33 Not attacked

Doullens Bridge : 38 37 14745 Very Good

Frevent Bridge - , 36 15 60,0  Good
Other Targpts 4 o

Factory 12 mie N of Wend.elgem ‘ .. .12 . -2Bs8 ‘Good

u/L T/0 TR ~1 . __2.,0 Uncbserved

’ Totals ' 7333 C¥32 0 L3kl
2. Fighter Escort | |

10 groups (35 P-47s, 48 P-«}BS,‘ 388 P=51ls = 471 a/c) dispatched to escort
bombers attacking tactical targets in France. 437 sorties. Up 0841 = 1102
“hours, down 1226 - 1738 hours. @Gombat with 25 plus Me-109s and FW=-190s over
Chartres A/Fs 3 groups strafed motor and rail traffic north of Bordezux and
from Vitry-le~Franoois to Fmtenal-Tresi@y. Claims: 1-0-3 a:ur, 0-0-1 ground
Losses: Nil.

In addition to e/a destroyed on the ground, strafing claims include:

Destroyed Damaged
6 locos . 5 locos
5 trucks 182 goods wegons
1 high tensiaon tower 2 trucks ’
5 flak towers
32 RR cars
2 factories
5 barges

1l high tension tower
1 automobile

e Figh’ce;' Sweeps

Nil.



§§9.~RE

8 groups (194 P~47s, 85 P-5ls = 279 a/c) dispatched to 'bouib a.nd strafe
M/¥s and rail trans;por‘tatlon facilities in area north and east of Paris. -Sorties
271e Up 1021 + 1839 hours, down 1403 -~ 2156 hourg. No e/a oppos:.‘!::.on. 171
a/c dropped 44e8 tons GePe and 7.7 tons I.B. on 8 ¥/¥s, 1 A/F and numerous other
.groumd targetse Claims: 4-0-1 ground. Lossess - a,/c (3 P-ms, 2 P=§ls) to
unknown causese ‘. :

Aﬂdit;ngal ola:ims from straf:mg and. bombingz

Destrg[ed ' M
h 58’ 1ocos ' . 9. Jocos. . .
135 RR ocars ' . 201 RR cars .
7 trucks 1 gas storage tank
1 scout car 12 trucks
2 autos e 51 oil ocara-
55 military vehio:l.es ) 12 antos - .-
. 3 flak oars
1 bus :

51 mllitazy vehicles
- 22 goods wagohs
2 water towers
.71 transforiner station
2 roundhouses.

5e ,Photo Reconnaissance

38 a/o (32 F~5s and 6 Spitfires) dispatcheds A1l complemd miss:.ons.
30 a/c mapped Paris area. a/p on D/A to Berlin, Hamburg, Amiens area and
south and north of the Pa.m.s areze All a/o retu.med safely. .

6o _ Weather Reconnaissance

21 a/c dispatoheds 2 B-17s an routine weather rccomnaissances 10 P=5ls
and 2 Mosquitoes as scouts for bomber forces. 7 a/c as- special weather scoutse.
All a/c completed missions and returned safelye. C - '

7o Alx/Sea Reggg,g

‘ 25 afo (11 P~5ls, :u.. Peli7s) dn.spa.tchea on A:.r/Sea Resoue operations.
1 P=47s completed routine spotter work and reported no ditching incidentss
11 P-51s dispatched to escort Warwick of 16 Group (RAF) on 2 search of the

Borklm-Heligoland areas. - All a/c returned safe]y. : :

o 89 ‘§]_>g‘ ~,oi:al.m;_§tims B

7 B=17s were dJ.Sp&'bOhed an two separate oPerat:.ons to d.rop 1ea.f1ets on
23 targets in France. 411 a/o returned safelye PR o :

36 q/o on special operations. ALl a/c retumed sa.i‘e]y.

17 /0 (13 Pebls and 4 B-l?s) were da.spatohed on special ope!‘atim
2 B-17s returned early. All a/c returned safely.
SEQREZ
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5 a/o (1 B-17 and 4 P=51s) dispatched as
a./o returmed sefoly. =
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Heavy bombers re.nging over a wide area in’ France were mapp&seﬁ“ﬁ the
GeAsFe Supporting fighters reported ¢ ~one encounters A P=-51 group escorting
first foroe B~l7s obserwsd 2§ plus Me-1094-and ?w-ﬁo& ‘ot Sede g Chartres
A/Fe E/a were engaged at 1400 hours with claims§of 1-0-3 for no losscse
2 s/e Jet a/o were sighted 10 m:l.les nerﬁz of Amiers at 25,000 feat,
1230 hours, 'bu.t Meﬁot engaged» : Gt i
. "‘m ~..‘v }.,1 N
2% Bok: o ¢ il y
i ol B w“f"” L
Paxds o> . Intense, accurateicdis =
Iille .. f .‘Meagez',MM”»"Mw i
Ghassd= - . . - Meager, aoourate - *
Lisieux - - - Meager, aocurate
RERE | W c Moderate, asmpate
dmdens Meager, incouic.ate
~ Abbevills Meager, inacousate
ced oo Combrey - Meager, inaccurate
" Liege " Meager, inaccurate
’ 4

. Three concentrations-GePs bombs; burst in-amd adjaseht to Sarget areas
Direot hits on: 2 mediumesized rectangular buildings in western sec of '
target area, 4 smell buildings in the northern sectiocy A small Bakl

the southern section, at least 6 oil storage tanks. ~Explosiong amongoil

sm,go tanks ‘seen m mth*erh p@tﬁm of ta!‘ge& asg&.?ﬂ ‘{« e
little sc:l.aible
damage seen to undergroumd fuel 'hanks w:l.th emptﬂ. % be 2

explosicns :m the western portlcn of the target area{
. N ks .

Three .ooncentretdoris of ‘GoBy. bombs in ond ‘ad Jasent to torget areas One
direot hit to the western approach of the bridge and three d:.regt hits along
e ddstern dnbmhnenﬂ
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Cne comcsntiration GePs bombs in target arcas Two stoz'age tanks ree
ceived direct hits. Dock area imediately north of ‘depot received at least
b hitse Im ellditiomy & laxrge foctory-type building, north of the dock area,
regeived hits.and is damaged at the scuth ends’ A second conocentration socuth
-Of texget avea im vicdnity of Sens RR Bridge. At least 4 hits ocan be seen
on rail lines an eastern terminus of bridge. . :

£ ‘ oil, -

sy TWo ooncentrations of -GeP. bonbs in and adjacent to targat areas 2 oil
»atorage tanks. in northern portion of farget avea,: & direct hit each, 6 hits on
roil lines south of $arget arene: Birect hit on ane small b\ﬁ.lding at. southwest
corner of the depote

WL&.@L m.._._r toL__B__!z;L_aair esults.

’ One qmaentrat:,m q:ﬁt G-P, banbs Sn and narth of ta.rget ardae Four 860~
ta.ons of oil tank oars were parked en the siding at time of attacke Direct hits
on at least 3 ogrs with fires yesulting. .Second copcentration fell into woods
and residential area, 700 yards north of target ares.

paris Ste_ g_[_"l_j_g_xgm goor gesgts.

Bombs seen falling toward the Pwis St. Ouen Fuel Depot, l.. miles north
northwest of center of Parise. Heavy cloud and intense ocloud haze prevenis the

pin—po:mtin.g of azw strikes.

o Saleux (oil d.um;g) V gz Good Rgsﬂ.‘bs
Cancentration of hits in target aréae. North and south part of target

£y L
FR

hit.

Doullens Bridge = Very Good Results

Radius of 500 ft. concentration of hits on target area.
Lengerbrugge (oil dump) - Good Results
Cbrxcentratipn of bursts from center of target to 750 fte. south.

~ Bdeme/Ertveld (oil dump) = Good Results

Concentration of bursts from center of target to 1500 fte souths

Frevent Bridge - Good Results

Pattern 3,000 fte west of targct. Hits on M/Y, possible hits on factory,
and bullt-up arecaes :

Reogues sur Course (oil dunp) = Good Results.
Pattern extending from 300 £t = 1500 £t radius.
~SEGREZ
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 Qther Targets '

Ww Goed....e@&.‘s

: .10 a/c bombed - roed. bridge with 1000 G-P. bomb&c ?a%em is looso._

At least 2 bursts seen at the north-end of' the tomporedy bridge. Balanoe
*of the pattern fell into buia.t-up area et‘ the tm ﬁm‘t mies norfbh cf the
bﬁdgeo \ k] +

Chateaudun A/F - Fair Resulys: - Loiifiol oo o0

\ ‘One concenfyation of GeP. bombs-In admisgetbation offics and barracks
area. This areca damaged .seriously By providusiadtacksy Extreme northwest
" highway reoceived two nesx-missess No'a/0<oRifidldiat %ne ‘of at%aek. d

Ohartre ﬂg - Fait‘ Results

' Ch e (e ’};}&} 3@"5‘ :
Two ocncentr'xtions of GoP. bombs in vicinity of northern hs.ngar area,
&t least 8 Nits on Yine between Chartids And AB1liwét Sdeend condentration
alfhough partislly obsoured by smoife @an be Scel eas. m&mrmem hange& area
with at least 5 hits on the pmmW‘W &t m*pbiﬁh

T T JJ?.’.Q.v*i .?‘") 'R B 1 NS R TR

W of Wende;g@, ;(g o
L
Hits on fe.ctory builrl'i.ng
AT SN S SR
PRITTOR Rt SO o)

NOTE: The foregoing is based on prelinﬂ.nazy reports and is not to be
used for record purpoggdg . LT ‘ S
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