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13TH

SEC:13:i'
IlS..\0~~T].J:,'~llll'I}··~S

COl' ~B!~'rljOI,~5l;r='JG·
APO 559

Critique - Mission 7 July 19 ~4
Target - Mersebur~, Bohlen,KolleQJ G8rmc~y

PL./~''::;E: HC~, 13th Cornba t Bcmb Viing un , 'I'llvill: L500 9 July 1941!-,

PLAlTl'TING

1. Force Required:

95th Gr - Lead 17 a/c plus 1 Ptf plus 3 spa r-e s
100th A Gr - High - 17 a/c plus 1 Pff plus 3 spares
390th A Gr - Low - 18 a/e plus 3 Spares
100th B Gr Hi~h in 45 B cmi - 18 a/c plus 3 spares
390th B Gr - Hi~h in 4 B CB~i - 18 a/c plus 3 spares

2. Planning:

13 CBi·;.llsssmblywas from Ipswich to Bn 12

95 Gr from East at 16,000 ft
100 A Gr - From N East at 17,000 ft.
390b Gr - From S.East at 15,000 ft.

EXECUTICN

13th CBW was asse~bled prior to Win3 assembly line, 1 minute
\nrl~- at control points on assembl.y, Vampiro Able wa s 4 or 5 m lLe s
South, and not for~ed. B-24's boxed in 13th A Wing in vicinity
of Zuider Zee, where 2 plnnes in 390th collided. Route followed
was essentinlly as briefed, althoush 10 to 15 minutes behind time.
390th B lost 4B \Jing in prlma ry target erea , and tacked on to 4.1\
Wing ns low group.

BOMBI~TG

390 A Gr dropped on primary with fair to good results
95 Gr dropped on secondary with good results.
100 Gr dropped on secondary with poor results.
390B Gr dropped on last resort with good results.

Smoke screen vms very effecti VB, and pr event ed bomb ar-d Lers
from picking out t.arget ares, whi ch resulted in the bombing of
secondnry and 1& st resort tea-gets.

OPPOSITION

1. F'Lgh t.o r-opposition was prnctically nil.
2. Flak was hssvy nnd accurate in the primary target area

only.
FIGHTI,R SUPPORT

1. l!'ightersupport was oxcellent both on route in arid out .•
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S OF PLAN I G

2. DIV!SIOJ OPERAtIO S AD THE SUGGESTIOJ TO AIR FORCE THAT THE
APPROACH BE lADE FRO THE SOUT EAST. THIS 10lLD HA E TH: FOLLOtI JG

~ __ ADVANT1\GES

A. BETTER SELECTIO OF IP, GOOD LAID1ARKS I AR A.- ~. . ..

B. A 0 E DESIRABLE RUN THRO G THE A.A. DEFENSES.
.• ..J . •

'lERSEBURG
1ERSEBURG

1. T E 3 ~',DIVISIOf'AND~ 1ST DIVIS!O~ ASSE 1BLY ROUTES HERE VE Y CLOSE
TO-EACI"Otl~R; A DIFF .E'CE-It ALTITUDE 'HAS PLAN ED TO PREVENT
ArY-DIFFICOLT"t {ITR ASS~·mLY. BAD :EATHER; ,HOHEVER, PREVE TED THE
DIV!StO's F'01 REACHI G THE:IR BRIEFED ALTITUDES OVER EHGLAND AND
INTERFERRElCE OCC RRED DURING ASSE1BLY.- - #..-

C. REDUCE CONFUSIO AID CONJESTION IN TARGET AREA.
, ,

STATE~rT AND EXPLANATION OF
, "

1. FAILU.E TO BO ,B

A. ALL GROUPS BO BED.
- , '

2. BO.mI G OTHER THAt P I ARY TA .GETS •
, . ,

A. THE 4TW "A'" AND "B",CO BAT'vlINGS HAD TnOUBLE 11ANEUVERING
AROU-D T ~ lST'DIVISIO GRO'PS. THty'HAn TO 'FLY SOUTH OF THE
o IGn AL -IP A D THIS P VEt TED THE y F 0 ,1 BOMBI G T'E P I 1ARY.
THE 4T HIC G THE FLEl·JTO THE SECm DARY TARGET A D BO BED {ITH
GOOD RESULTS.

, 'B 'THE 100 "Aft'GROUP AD 0 BSIGHT TROUBLE ON T E SECONDARY
TARGET A D FI1ALLY BO'BED TI~ LAST RESORT TARGET.

, - ,

3. POO. B01BI G ESULTS

A. lOOT A, 90A, 96B, 390TH A B01BED WITH POOR RESULTS.

(A) 100TH A IT SHORT OJ'! EIR LAST ~SORT TARGET.
THE GR<?UP LOST 1000 FT. BEnl~EN IF A D T,A.GET.

(D) 96A BOf1BARDIt DID 'T IDE trFY TI: TARGET PROPERLY AND
IS BO -1BS IT VERY SHORT OF T -;: PRI':ARY.

, --
(C) 96B G O'P BO.mS HIT OV n T E-tARGET. ItlDICATImS POI~T

TO THE rACT THAT THE BO lBARDIERS DROPPI G ANGLE UAS
IrCORRECT

CD) 388A GROUP AD TRAFFIC T 0 atE ON THEIR TIO BO BING
IDS AtD'BOl·13ARDIERDROPPED IHO S OKE. B01BS HIT

HELL OVER TARGET AREA.

C:C) 390A G OUP HAD BO 1BSIGI'TFAILUR A D BO ins JERE
D OPPED LAT. DELAY CAUSED THE BOl'13STO HIT OVER.

4. OT R DIFFICULTIES NCO NT SD------~----~----------------------~~
A •. ~ATl.E

1. U AT'ER OV R rr GLAtD 13CA L 'E BAD AFT R THE GROUPS
B CA-1E IRBORNE. THE CEILING LOHERED AND tHE DIVISION
HAD- TO ASSE 1BLE BETUE 'J 8,000 A'D 10,000 FT. INSTEAD
OF THE PLAmED 1$,000 FT. THE DIVISION DEPARTED THE
E GLISH COAST AT s 000 T. A lD BEGAl! TO CLHm OUT ON



Vr.LLA~~lr ILU --- I,
thoriry i1JtJJn52D5 fE {.ItDS ( RI::lOT As' IEFED A D THIS rrn THE DELAY
~ARA Date /J:'lt!7 rUS ~~sioC:IiBING l~~E TH. _DIVISIO LATE T 0 GIOUT

MALYSIS OF DEVIATIO S AtD Dr ICULTIES

A. ASSE·1BLY

1. BAD 'lEATHERCAUS D THE LTIT ID-'..o 0 !t'_ DI ISIO ASSEJBLY
TO B LotJER D. T .IS PUT BOTH 1ST .'; 3R DI ISIO S AT
T.E S ~ ALTIT DAD THE· .HAS DI .IC LTY IJ ASS_ BLI G
TI DIVISIO.

2. DIvISION HAD TO DEPART GLIS COAST AT 8,000 FT. I STEAD
OF. 16,000 FT AS PLAt, D.

B. 'I ROUTE

1. T,E CLItB TO BO~BING ALTIT DE BEGA o· DEPARTING ENGLISH
COAST.

2. WI DSHIT A D CLI CA S D DIVISION TO BE LATE AT LL
C 1. OL ron TS.

3. 1ST DIVIsrOI A D .D DI ISIO JADE PErETRATIO AS A SINGLE
NIT FLYI G PA ALLEL ROUT S I ST_AD OF 3RD DIVISIO J L_ DI IG

AS PLAt ED.

4. -T~O IVISIO I D I THE TARGET A EA AT
.iArY H[ GS }'ADTROUBLE AN UVE ItG FO

IS.

C. BO BI G•.....-•.....

2.

IT J S

P VIOUS BO me BUILT P R PIDLY 1\ I CR ASED
LTY OF ID TI I T T .. '":TS.

4. BO BA
o TSID.L.TA S10 ' -e

5. n01DSIGHT 1ALFUNCTION CAUS D TUO G 0 PS TO DO POOR
BO BII G.

I STA JC S OF OUTSTA DI G P RFOrt ~C

1. 0

RECOlE JDATIONS

A THE FOLLot HIG E S GG
( ) UTILIZ 'PAT FIiDER

PL TS RE BING CO

o DO .DI G OIL TARGETS.
IDEtT! AID BO B TARGETS.
BY TH DIVISIONS.

(B) US GRID TY BO BING 11TH PREVIOUSLY PIC E CH CK
POIITS OUTSID T E TA G_T AR_A.. •. - -

notn A D
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Offie

OUP (H)
Offie r

7 July 1 •

Oper tion O£ 1 rs port, 1 s1gn 7 July 1 •

TO CO. andIng G n ral, Third o b 1vls10, PO 559.•

fro as

t

ed

95th Group ncount er d
ho ver he v7 accur-a to tr ckin ~
pri ary t r t.

f1 tar opposition,
u,ounter d ov r t
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2. IRQ! CKI O. T enty one a/c inolud1ng
3 spares:.nd 1PF lot't 0 Ln for. tt on ho ill in Di '""r ci •
A/CIS 2-102447, 2-97 4 n ~- 7 3w fl spares
r turnod to b ae as 0 d .red an are not c i th sorties.

A/c o. 42-31462 roturn d 0 b 5 earl~, d e to
tal1u 0' of oxy,en system' anc 1s credited th sortie.

Of Lh 17 o./e ot' 95 Gro p o' ..tho t r"': t ...,., hO'I_
in Din r-a "n j /e ITo. 2 3J did not drop 0 s 01 th
secondary t r~ t due to mechanic 1 failure. 18 /c includ~r.
1 PFFarx a/e c, 2-31 62 h!ch r t n d ea ly r-o 'credit d
wi th sorti s , •

3. I.C '.1. LOST. one.

IA R L. Kl:RR,
Injor, ,Ail Corpa.
Act~. 0 oratlono Offic r.
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lJHJETY FIFTH BOMBJI.HDImNT GROUP (H)
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