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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFPH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Orfice of the QOperations Officer
APO 589.
7 July 1944.
8UBJECT: Report of Operations Qfficer, FPrantic Mission of 21 June
1944.
70 t Commanding Officer, 96th Bomb Oroup (H), APO 559.

1. OBENERAL NARRATIVE: The 95th group flying as lead group
of the 13A combat wing took off at 0540 -~ 0550 houra. The group
was assembled over the base at 6,000' at 0816. At the first wing
rendesvous point, Bu # 22, the 390 A group flying as high group
and the 390 B group flying as low group joined the 95th complet~
ing the 13 A wing formation., All control points over England
wore mrde on time and the three combat wings of the Task Porge
formed as planned. The 13 A combat wing was tralling the 45th
wing by approximately four miles and the 13 B wing was approximat-
ely the same distance behind the 13 A wing. Ths English coast
was orossed at 0710, on time, at 6,000¢,

The climb to bombing altitude was begun at 0780 and
was made at 150 MPH at 200 FFM. Bombing altitude of £20,000* for
the 95th group was reached at 0857. The enemy coast was crossed
at 0902 and the briefed route was followed to the I.P. The
groups peeled off normally at the I.,P. and no diffioulty was en-
oountered on the bombing run. Bombs were away at 1035 hours,
at which time a let down to 15,000" was started. On the boambing
run the groups had become somswhat strung ocut 86 the 85th group
"s"ed until they could rejoin in good wing formation. The 45th
wing, leading, also "S"ed enabling the other wings to oclose up
in exceptionally good division formation.

The route from the target was flown as briefed. Ons
brief fighter attack was encountered at 1285 hours but was dis-
persed by the escorting P-51'as. One ship from the 95th group
had two engines damaged in this sttack but was able to reach the
Russian bases without undue difficulty. The bases were reached
at 1800 and the 86th group landed at 1800 -~ 18185 hours.

2. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING: S8ixteen alrcgraft, including
2 spures and one PFP left the base in the formetion shown in
attached diagram "A". A/C # 6993 and # 18768 retwrmed at mid-
channel as unused sapares.

0f the 14 A/C whioh went over the target one, # 7215,
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did not drop three bombs due to fallure of the release mechaniam.
These bombs were taken on to the Russian buses. The formation
over the target &8 shown in attached diagram "B",

3. LOST AIRCRAPT: None.,

JAMES A. HEA4RN,
Capt., Alr Corps,
Asst. Opn. Officer.
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2 OVER TARGET HINETY FIFTH BOMBARDUENT GROUP (H)
A Diagram *B" Cifice of the QOprrutions Officer
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Co3BAfse . “ T

Second porcc - Ci ty oi Barll‘, |

, Nine COmUut wings (430 B—l?s) eacortea by six fl Jhter groups, olsputcaed
to atteel centér of #urlln.; Lé8 afe attacked dropping 905 tons G.P. andg 206

tons I.B. visually at 1006 - 1027 hours from 25,000 - 29,000 fect. Vieather 10/1C
undercast enroute, cleoring to 2/10 to h/lO over torget with heavy and persistent
contrails. Onc combet wing ettacked by 75 - 80 e/a, mainly Me-Ll0s, between
Premslon and point about 30 miles cast of Berdin,: Flak moderate-to intense,
accurate ubt Berlin. Losses: 16 B-17s - 5 to Ak, 6 to E/A, 1 to Ak and & }/A and

L to other. Claims 16~20-19. Buitlie damcge. 71 major, 155 minor. -Two g

possibly 1hnued in chaen. bttulls oi attuckq as icllows. :

’ ‘Turcet : o Dlsgatched o . Attacked o Tons  JRgéults (
. Berlln (center of city). h96  '.‘T-‘n;{> ; 156 85I | %%OV. 'Fair to Very
T/Os in Berlin area/ ‘ l ;;;' Tk ;_}g 2h ,-fé ' UnobservegOOd
ERET “ u96‘J ‘ '; 68 - 903 206 |

Thlra Forcc -, Acro und L“nﬁ’unglne “orku - Gbnuhngbn, Marlcnfclde,_
. S oo , Nicquschonwelde. - ~

ghter grouws, dlSr
Tank factory in the-
10 tons. I.B. both
i ;hOO fept. Teather.
€d ‘some groups to bomb
T ; “gargit erea byiboth t/c
“sr Lrl;nﬁﬁr, § scon 2t target arca
60 hhyi T o Ii/A; 1 to AL and B/A, 3 to
B tlg Lema Ne.; 9 mzjor, il minor.

6/10 to 8/10 at target pre
Othbr tgr tho' StrQn) C/u
and s/€ e/a‘ Flek intense o
near Brandcnburg. Lossess 22 D<2ls
“other-and 3 crashe-landed. ulalms-" 13—3- _
Details of attack as followsy ©

Target ' Dlsgutchcd ' L Attacked"r,‘ Tons Resulis

/ ‘ rL . - GP 1B ' s B
Genshagen (acro~cnﬂ¢nc) 196 - . 69 125 6 - Foir- - . o
Potsdun R ' Lo 83 - 20  Fair. S
Stendal o S 8 20 Poopr '

" Berlin - co o L7 " 69 L6 Unobscrved -
T/0s ' S 7 . 15 2 Unobserved
karicnfelde (zero-engineg) 136 0 0 52 - 97 .21 = Unobscrved
Genshogen e b 52 Poor

Rangsderf . - ¢ ... .16 Lo - Poor -

"Trebbin : : T S (¢ , 25 Unobserved

- Selvig ‘ S - 8 , .20 | Unobserved

. Bederkassa B 1l .7 3. . Unobserved

. Niederschomweide - 3 . ...28 . - 68 .37 Good ..
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Fourth Force Basdorf (aero-epplne works\ Clt'{ of Berlin

—‘!.d

‘

, Sev'en con\bat wingq ( 209, B—l?s) e.;cdrﬁecl by six flghter gmuns, dispatchec
to attack the aero-engine works at Basgorf and the City of Berlin, 1869 a/p L
- attacked dropping 329 tons .G.P. and 11.5.5 tons T.Bs, visually: between 1030 and 105’ :
hours: from. 23,000 - 26 000 feets 'eather, good over targét, did-not affect =
- mission, Flak :mtenm , accurate snd berrage typé at Basdorf and Berlin,, No e/a
attacks, although 20 to 25 e/a seen in the vieinity of T.P: " Tosses: 9 Bel7s = 2.
~to .tx.A, 2"%o coll:zslon over target, 5 other . Claims: O-O-O. Battle da.mage 30
maaor, 11‘. minors Detaz.ls of attacks a"e as folloWs. Sty

Target -, . Dis Ra_:tcheﬂ ‘_,r;—g_p;ggakéd e Tons Result,sA‘ ERa,

CBerlin 1 1l 205 fﬂi ,321 e
tos! A jl . Unobeervea | C
+ = Two- a/c dropped 1eaflets, S T e

B b, Second Operatn.on R

' . In ‘the 1ate afternoon, three combat wings (75 B-Zhs) dis*)atcned to
attack three Noball) targets in the Pas de Caleis area. 70 a/c attacked by GeHe
. dropping 200 tons betiveen 1737 - lq22+ hours from 20,400 - 21,800 fect. Weather
4/10 - 10/10 over targets and flal: meager and accurate. Losses O-—O-O. Claims:
. 0=0=0s . Battle damage. None ma,)or, Lﬁ.VG minor - Details of attacks as f'ollows.\: .

Taige‘t . j o J ' Dnsgatehed. Attac“ed Téns‘ c ,Result\s‘ _
7-3005 . L 12,‘ 12 32 : Ui}zo/b%'erVed' ‘
z-3072 . . 22 . . ‘19 - 55 " Unobserved . _
Z-3069 [ CRL e v 39 T s Unobserved

2, F:Lghter Escort - , ‘

. Five, f'igh‘ber groups ( 72 P-}Ss, 122 P—51s of VITI Fightcr Command: ‘and,
38 P-47s of:IX Fighter Command - 232. a/c) dispatched to escort B-17s which - ,
" attacked Ruhland and landed at Russ;.&n bascse A P-5l Fighter Group (4th) stayed ’ g
with the bombers and aelso landed in Russies It is known that 2 P-51s of this .
group were lost and 63 had lended safely by 1443 hours. Al‘though détails | ST
not yet availablc and not included “in the follomng rematks, - Combats in the -
Juterbog-ldagdeburg arce at 1145 hours by 1 P-51 group resulted in claims of ‘
3-0-1 s/oe Ground strafing by P-47s resulfed in claims of 0-0-2 t/e ‘and 2 loco~
‘motives demeged. 1 P-47 of VIII Flghtc.r Comm nd anﬂ 1 P—lﬂ of IX Fightcr Comnan‘ Foii
; 1ost to unknmm reasons. o ,
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Six fighter groups (48 P-47s, 5l P=38s, 73 P<5ls of VIII Flghtcr Cormand,
plus 47 P-47s, 55 P-38s of IX Fighter Command - 277 a/cﬁ dispatched to escort - .
B-17s which a*ttacked Berlin. Up 0645-0855 hours, down 124,0=1355 hours and 2. .
sortiess Combats by 1 P-Bl group with 20 plus e/a at Neubrandendur resulted in
claims of 1-0-2 s/é and 3-0-1 t/e. 1 P=38 group saw L s/e &/aMtacking B-17s.
7 P-38 groups saw 4 s/é e/a attacking B-17s just prior rcendezvous at Wittstock
at 1041 hours. There ¢/a cvededs Strafing of Vwischenzhan. A/F by 2 P-5ls
resulted in claims of results of l:multi'-cngj ned flying boat destroyed. Ground:
strafing by 1 P-51 group noted in claims of 1.loco destroyed and 4 RR cars
damageds One P-47 (IX Flgh'bL,I' Commend) lost to flak, .

Nine fightcr groups (104 P-47s, 53 P-33s, 3L P—51° of VIII Fighter ¢
Commend plus 43 P-L7s, 95 P-38s, 32 P~5ls of IX' F:Lg,htcr Commend - 411 a/c)
dispatched to escort B-24s which attacked taﬁgbtg in Berlin area. Up 0650—0857
hours, down 1115-1435 hours and 351 sortics. Combats by P-5ls with 15 plus e/a,
vhich approached from South Dohmé resulted in claims of 8-0-6. Combats with 15
plus Me-410s and 10 Me-109s in the Magdeburg-Dehmstors area at 1000-1020 hours’
resulted in claims of 2-0-0 s/e and 2-0-0 t/e. Claim of 1 ¥c-109 destroyed ovey
Berlin. Ground strafing accounts for claims of 1 locomotive destroyed and 9
damaged. 2 P-51ls of IX Fighter Commend los’ %o unitmown reasons and 1 crash
lended in nnglund.

Six fighter groups (108 P-33s, 91 B-5ls of VIII Fighter Commend plus 81
P-47s of IX Fighter Command - 280 a/c) dispatched as cscort to B-17s vhich
attacked Basdorf and Berline Up/0b21-0823 nours, down 1115-1339 hours ond 235
sorties. No e/a scen; ground strafing resulted in claims of |1 locomotive cnd 4
roilrocd cers domaged. 1 P=51 and 1 P-33 of VIII Fighter Commend lost to flak
and 2 P-k7s of IX Fighter Command to collls1on over U.K.

- Three fighter groups‘\99 P-4 7s) dlsprCﬂC& to give area support to B-24s
which attacked Noball torgcts in Pas de Colals area. Up 16131844 hours, down
2001-2102 hours and 98 sortics. No e¢/a scon. Strefing of communications north
end north cast.of Poris by 1 P-L.7 group rcsulted im cleims of 1 barge destroyeq
and 20 plus barges, J launches, 71 plus goods cors, 2 locomotives and 1 power -
house demcoged. - MNo lossese » | .

3« Fightcr Bombing ,

Nil

Lol Eightcr Syweeps

Nil

5.. Photo Reconnaissance

Twenty-four a/c (16 P-58 and 8 Spitfires) were dispatched on photo

- recomnaissaence missions. Eight were ynpsuccessful because of cloud over target,
six because of a/c failure oand other recasons, Targets assigned included A/Fs
and landing grounds, reilroad yards and junctions in France, railroads in
Belgium and two a/c petrolled area from 1&45 to 1715 to photograph German
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_exnendable pllotless a/c bu‘& ‘hone came over durlng thot time. Uther tergets -
included Lutzendorf, Bohlcn, ‘Meps eburg, ;L‘;sburg, Polltz, Ostcrmoor, Berlln and
Genshagcn. A1l a/c rc.turned safely. :

!'/2

i

o Two a/c wcre dlsoctoned to uccomnany B- ).;.s chr Bcrlln. Photos were
tc.ken of bombs being releused and hitt:.m-r targets. B—?A. formation leaving

turget was also nhotogruaheda

o 6 We“tn r Pecom 1ssance

, Thrm B~17s on rout:.ne wea!:her fllvht. ; 1 Mosqulto over Bcrl:x.n, I over
Brussels, 1 o/c observed 2nd Division Target: and 1 a/c observed lst Division
Tergets.. 2 L0squ.Ltoes on special oper"tlon, not yet renorted. 1 B-—l? uborted

. over England. No - a/c or persoz.nel 1051:, L ‘ .

7. SPGCIQl Ope“atlonS' szhh‘7o~21 June 19A4
Five a/c . 6.ronped 1e°f1,et
23'8/c were dispatched o, |
All m:Lss:Lons Werd:/cal

‘cml % rgets in Wmnce. ,‘ :
tio _

.;3

c. mwmmww f*fﬁ ,f5afA]{M 7gf

Enem‘_f_ Air O O‘rmositlon T L
, Two of the heavy bomber forces ‘encountered severe enemy - 'obfosition _ )
concentrated primerily in the tmgct arcc. Approximately 250 e,/o. were  obscrved
with attacks pressed by 120 to 140. Escorting fighters sighted anproxunately :
85. ¢/= of whlch 70 uttack:ed or werc engo geds ‘ L

Tho J,st Bomber TForce wh:mh proceedcd to bases in Russ:La av)pe“rs to have
experienced little opposition although rc sorts are not yet available.. F;Lghtcrs
‘ escortlng this force report a fow sightings of e/2 Several Me«loqs wcre secn
in the vicinity of Jutcrbog and Jegdeburg and were engaged at lMS hours from
14,000 to 15,000 feet, resulting in cla:ms o:(‘ 3-0-1. o , ,
The 2nd Bomber Force dlST)utched agmnst the clty of Berl:x.n encountered "
‘no efa opp051t:.on enroute although afew e/c were scon et goattered points. Necl
the target srea one combat wing was: ‘attacked by approximately 75 to 80 e/c, cll
. Me-410s, except 12 to 15 Me-109s, apparently scting &s top covers The atiacks
began at Prenzlau &t 0930 ard continued until a point about 30 miles east of
Berline . Attacks were pressed. mostly from 6 o'clock level and high by small
- groups of s/c with most of the sttacks broken off several hundred yords away,
Claims were 16-20-19.. Losses to° ‘e/h 6 B-17s, Fightcrs esocorting this foree . .
‘sighted and chased 20 plus c/a in the v:.cinlt y of \Tcubrandenburg, cng;glng ten
iVl‘th cloims of 3-0-3. : ) , ey

The 3rd Bomber Force experlencod thc most extens:n.vo attacks of the 4= y. I
Prior to reaching the torget area severel groups were attacked by 10 FW-190s =
Me-109s and 6 to 10 Ju-88s and Ife-—i;.lOs. Attecks consisted of one poss from two e
to three o'clock level to low and from eleven to, 12 o'clock high. Iost of these
. attacks were broken up by esoortlng P-51se In the turgct arca further attocks
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Man in woods. Jus
. 25230 e/% on. ec‘ﬂ‘n sl 5
A/F obsérved, ot 52 h of" chdshurgn
o Templehof A/ i on the grounrl
than f:,ghter

' A/F chseived at "5353%09423,

ut'}"lmshom - noj ctiwi‘ty obsemd.
{ /c sa,lmr ‘md :

runiva sbrbeuag laﬂ.do
er a c on field, probubly

assembly pIan'b( w
At 52500=-1LI0R

, : 20 3 f/FS undcr ccnstructlon.
'New A/‘F un&ér constructl n SE. 61‘ Bc,id Brmstedt , 5340’\1-09543

‘.~‘M/Y ot Neumunstcr, 5405N-0959E :f’illed m.'bh coods
WY full of b
M/Y Qi te:

R ‘}‘East 'c) " Magdet 5, west of m@llcrsleben 0“‘1 west side of o&s 5225Nv .
lOZp’OE, Henover'y nswiek: Randsburg,x A/F “1: u;,shorn woodad a:rea next to

T , Centra,l pa“t,\ nor{:h <.11d northmst of Tempelhof area hnt w:Lth hea.vy

comentrktlons. ‘v direct hits in Fmedrlchstmsse ares, two. direct hits. on/*

R.R. stat:.on, three dlrect hlts o,n .;R. l: nes 1e dlng J.nto thga st tlon .u.rea. '
. i o f : {

vsq - — - -
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