Ay [S Al v
,HJEE?NARADM
HEALwUARYTHHS
NIRETY FIFTH BUMBARLwAY Gioup (H)
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APD 559,
8 June 1944,

SUBJECT: FReport of (Operations Officer, Mission of € June
1944. 10/J/80.

U ¢ Comnanding Officer, 96th Bomb Group (i), APO L5Y.
96th "A" Group

1. GENERAL NARRATIVE: The 95th "A®™ Group took off
at 0325 -~ 0344 to form the lead droup of the 1l3th Combat
Wing. Assembly was made over the Merncdelsham Buncher at
15,000' at 0520, Course was then flown to Buncher # 13
which was crossed at 16,000' at 0668, 1he route to Beachy
Head was flown as briefed wlti: Beachy Head crossea four
miles to the east at 16,000' at 0625.

Landfell was made on the enemy coast at ths target
at 16,000' at 49917 - O0C1l7'W at 0654%. Bombs were away
at this time with the Group in formation for P.F.F. Lonbing.
Mickey opsrator had a run of twenty miles on the taryct.
Ten-tentha of lower clouds existed at the target. The route
out was flown slightly south of course and the enemy cuast
departed at Granville at 0725 hours.

The briefed course was then followed to the En:ligh
coast andi lendfall made at Portliand Bill at 7,500' at CU30,
A direct course from Portland Bill was flown to the bvase
with the 85th "A"™ Oroup landing at 0851 - 1000 hours, Three
alrcraft landed enroute to refuel, however they retumned to
baaa after refueling.

2. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING: Eighteen aircrart in-
cluding two P.F.F. assembled in the rormation shown in
Diagram "A".

Ticzhteen alroraft including two P.P.F. bombed the
primery target in the formation shown in Disgram "7 und
are credited with sortles,

Se LOGT AIICLAFTT None,

95th "B" Group

1. GENEF-L NARKATIVEZ: The 95th "B" ‘roup took off et -
0346 - 0409 to lorm the second Group of tne 1Sthi Combut Wing
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and to follow the GOt "AY Group a. o two minute interwval.
A83851b1y was made ovar Lhe Mendlesiwua Buneher at 13,000

at 0520. Mendlesham Buncher was crossed at 05586 on a head-
Ing v Bunolhier ¥ 13« A cllub to bomblng altitude (15,000'1)
was started after leaving Mendlesham and was obtalned befure
the Engllish coust waes crossed on route out at 50°40' @
000155 wt ULdl. :

Bonbs were away upon landfall at rench coast ut
15,000t at O07¢l. Due to tsn-tenths undercust the squudrons
were in normal ‘roup formstion and bombs wei'e dropped on
P.FoF. Hickey operator had a good run and all bombs were
awsy on time,

The route buck Iroa this point was flown slizhtly
gouth of brisfed cource with the French coast belng re-
crossed at 48958' - 01934'W at 15,200 at 0735. Descent to
bagse ultituds was sturted at 48958¢ » 080335'E at 0755, The
English ccaet was crossed st Portland Bill at 10,000t at
08656 and a dirocct route flown Irom this point to the base.
95tn "B" Group lended at 1013 - 1021. One aircraft landed
enroute t0 refuel, howsver 1t returned to the base after
refueling.

Ze “I*CHaPT HOT ATTACKING: WNinetesn aireraff ine
cludiug one P.F.7, aséembled in the Tormation shown in
Diagrem "A",

Nineteen alroruft lncluding one P.F.} . bomhed the target
in the formetion shown in Diunram "EY und are credited with
gsorties,

Se  LOST AINCH:HT: None,

(WAKY G. MUMPFORD,
Lt. Col., Alir Corps,
Operationa Officer,
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85th A Croup Form-ticm Hight MYlssion of § June 1044

f‘x.g Tumber of A/ﬂ S41’!“(’1{3‘3352100‘0-oi:uo.-..occ-o‘--cb 18 ant 2 PPU
Ye umber of / m&kiﬁ&" f.noocdvc-nnouuccto-uoo 18 and 2 PP
Ce »\-/c Takinr Off€ less uﬁ“ﬁ@d BOBCOBoseasvsvreruee 18 ang 2 PR
De Mam-er of /G Atmcking.uuuu.u......u.uulﬁ nnd 2 PRV
Fe Humber of »”k,«/w ot Attaokingesssersssrcssessennes O .
Fe "umier of Sortifseeesssrsscsvesvoccasssncnnncescoll and 2 PUP
Gs Detailed desoription of roasons why ailrcra’™t did not =iteck:

v

Hene

For the Commanding 2f7icer:

u,‘ "”Y ~ "‘,’Y""‘ "”‘“"u'm

Lt Jul., Adr ;m'z:‘s,
Overations 07 lear.
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95th B Group Formetion

Tumter of A/b Scheduladevss
Tham-er of A/C Takine 0°f,..

A/\J T&kiﬂ,}’: are 1!388 unused SDariBesesscevssansve 18 &ﬂd 1 ™

Humber of A/ Attrekinge...
Number of A/C Not Attackins
Humber of SortioBecssvasses

Hirht Vission of € June 1944

CIINBERNBOORENGIEL I 1?’ 1 7% and 1 3'[3&.]"
eoscsvsessnvcacsennes 17, 1T and 1 Snare

P
2 1 s

CrseebuPpBeRBIsLERLOIN S 18 snd 1 T

SBNGIRBLIIIRRICEASEEYV I Y 0

I ey
IRPERrANS R RO BT OB 1{: nad 1 T’.‘.“«

Jetailed descrintion o rensons why sircrat did not 2’ taoks

Yone

For the Commndins Officer:

HARRY f, 1TUIUONT,
1t, Col., 4ir Corps,
Operetions "f1'icer,
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE
"I AKP STATION 101
AP0 63

~ INTOPS SU]L.RY 37

SECREZ | I mmmxmﬁﬁ“_
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PERIOD: 0001 hburs éth »June 19&4'to 2400 hours 6th June 1904,

A,  SLATISTICS .
' Loseces
Wissions Disp. Sorties Atke. Tonnage Claims /A a/A I/3 0T Totals

Heevy Bomber sttacks 81 2627 2362 1622 484,17 .0-0-0. O 1 Lk 1 6

Fighter Lscort .
o 73 145 1347 e o
Pi-hter Sveeps o - AA26-0-8 0O O

0 26++ 26
G 4=0-9
Pighter-Bombing 34 476 466 400 +
Photo, Recon. 38 38 3 0 0 0-0-0 0 1 0 0 1
Weather Recon. ' L I b c -0 0=0-C 0 O 0 0 0
Special Operations _18 _ 18 _18 0O 0 . 000 0 G 0 0 _0
A

248 4617 L232 2022 4841.7 BU—O-*7 o 2 27 33

+ Not ésvailables
++ Brealdown not available,

B. OPIRATIONAL SUMLARY

1. Bomber Attacks.

Supporting 1an81nb operations between Le Havre ang Cherbourg, heavy bom-
bers of the Bighth Lir Force flew 2362 sorties in four attacks on. targets near
the beachnheaa.area. Lt the same time, 1813 sorties were flown by VIII Fighter
Command. groups in patrols over northern France and fighter-bomber missions
egainst tactical tarsets. In the early mornins a force of 1077 heav* bombers -
attacked targets in the area of the landing beaches. Two missions flown later
in the morning and in the early afternoon were hindered by heavy undercast over
tergets, and some groups viere forced to return with their bombs while others
bombed on nUVLg(tlonal equipment. In the early eveninz a heavy force from all
three bombardment divisions attacked tactical tﬁrgets in the coastal area.
Bombers met no air opposition during the day, while fighiers reported no larsze
engagenenss, attributing the largest percentage of the 26 fighters logt to flak.
Five £~2Ls were lost and cne crashed in “ngland., Oné bombér crew was rescued
from the Channel. Bombers meke no claims while flghters claim 20-0-8 for combats
mmlpaejorSMEﬁﬂratwdm. : -

1st Micsion ~ Assualt Beaches

In the first mission of the cay, 822 B-17s and 543 B-24s - - total of
1365 heavy bombers from thrée bonb divisions, were dispatched belween (155 and
0529 hours to atiack coastal terg gets in the area of the invasion beaches between
Le Ilavre and Cherbourg.,  Target areas were reached without incident, and there
were no opposing enemy fighters, = All bombing was done on navisetional instruments,
JCI“"“

— —--u—v
.-I



-~ R st i ~»5;&\,,__,&1m“ :

| JgQQEQE ‘ | mwm&mmﬁk
ghrough heavy wndercast, 659 B-17s and 418 B-24s dropped 2851 to| Ay L4SOAQS
2L5 tons of fragmentapion bombs -8 totel of 3095 tons - on terge NARA Dat
head area, including the the town of Caen, between 0600 and 0320 hours Trom ., l—12F

to 20,000 feet., Vo pesults were obscrved, One B-2L wes lost o flok over the
enemy cozst and one to acoident. One of these &/c ditched in the Chamneland
nine crew menbers vere rescued. In addition, one B-2L crashed in Snglondé end
wes clessified as salvage, Fighter support for this operation wes furnished by
groups Ilring patrols over northern France,

ond Hission -~ (/0 Attecked)

" On the second mission, 396 B~24Ls and 0L B-17s were dispstched betvecn O4LO
and 0753 hours to attnck tar~ets inland from the beach-head zrec, 10/10 unéor-
cass srevailed over this region and it was impossible o atucck ossirmed tarsets,
37 B-2hs atitacked Srcentan, an opportunity tar-et, droppins 109 tons of G,F,
with unobscrved resulivs. 411 other aircraft returned with their bombe. Two H-2Ls
were lost in this mission to collision,

3rg siission ~ Caen

73 B=2ls were dispatched ageinst Caen, Bombing on newigationel instruments
58 B-2ls déropped 157 tons of 500 G4F, on two torgets in Caen, with unobserved re-
sults, at 1328-1329 hours from 19,000 to 20,000 feet., There was no air opposi-
tion end flak was not serious. There were no losscs Oxicasualvuics.

Lth idssion -~ Tecticel Tergets, Beach-tlend Area

In the fourth mission of the day 300 B-2Ls and 409 B-17s were dispatched
ageinst twenty toctical torgets, Visual bombing was, possible in meny cases and
19 targets were attacked, 325 B-17s and 125 B-2lLs dropping 1479 tons of G,P, akl
1951~-2033 hours from 1,,000 to 20,000 fecet. In addition to assigned primories
three tergets of opportunity were attaeked., Results werc good on scven targets,
fair to good on one, feir on ons, fair to poor on one, poor on five, &énd unob=-
scrvced on the reaminder, which vere bombed with the aid of ins‘ruments, There was
no oair opposition to bombers on this mission and flek wos not o serious doierrent,
Onc B-2l. was los% to unknown couses,

2, Fighter Fscort
Sec below

3. Lichter Sweeps

Bombers were supported on all missions by fichters flving arca patrols
and swecps over & vide region of northern France. 4 total of 207 P-47s, 505
P.5ls and 555 P-30s participated in patrols an swecps between &ram end dusks
Hissions =rore for the most pert weventful, with isolated sightings of cnomy
roconnd.issance &/c or no sightings at all the ruls, Fighter groups on morning
migsions reported no cnghgements, In the late afternoon, one flisht of VIIT
Pighter Commnnd fighters wos bounecd by 15 s/e e/é, which dostroved Jour of our
&/c.  In the only other sighting of importance, cbout 20 JU 33s were sighted nur
near the beach-head arce, and in the cneuing etiack 15 were destroyed and six
demaged. Total Tighter claims cre 26-0-3 for oir combs s and 4-0-9 for ground
strofing,  In addition, fighters claim about 30 militery vchicles, numcrous
railiicy cars, about 40 locomotives end numcrous other ground targets destroycd
or demegod. Total losses arc 22 P-5ls end k P-47s. :

SECRET -
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182 P-17s and 218 P-5ls-prticipated in fightor-bomber atiocks agoinst "
torgets in northern frince. . They were escorited on these missions by 49 P-1,7s
né 17 P-5ls. smong targets bombed were marshd llinb yoarGs, notor convoyrs, rail-
ax conccnt'rﬁtions, cnd bridses., Seven brlages behiné the beach-head crd cleimed
amcocds,  Detoiled rcpor’c's on tonngges and rcsuits have not boen .Lccc:wu.

L. Fichter-Bombcrs

I DE(‘L ASSIFIED

5 "J
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5. ¥Yoather Reconmndissence S - _ : _ .

2 B=17s ecompleted routine westher flirzhts. _ _
2 liosquitoes completed spocicl weather flights over northern #Frence,

6.‘ Photo Recomnaissance

30 e/c = 30 P=5s, 6 Spitfires and 2 losquitocs werc c"ispctchcc".. Nine
e/c ot no photozraphs - & duc to cloud, onc o/c Gropped. tenks vhich wovlc nowv
f’c,cc, throe cc.ncelluo. guo to weatier, one radio Ws, onc pl.LOu not et returncd.

2 Hosquitocs ook pho tographs and moving plc tures of nrJlnffs on beach
hedd. arca,.

Other o/c photographed railwey activi'isies in Belgium, northern cnd ocn*tr?..’l
Fronces and the beach-head arce.

One #=5 was lost ducto £Ink &t Chatecoudun,

7. Spoecisl Opcrations

6 B=17s droppcd leaflets over Fronce on the morning of Junc 6.
12 3-17s corricd out special operations. '

C. INTELLIGENCE

1. Incmy Air Opposition

Bomber crevs rceportcd no encmy ¢ir opposition, and reported only one
sighting of /o - 12 He-109s. TFighters hed no engsgements on mn.nning rnissions.
In the lote afternoon, onc flisht of VIII Pighter Commend fighters wes otiocked
by 15 s/c o/a; which destrored four of our &’c. 4Lbout 20 JU. 08s were sighted
neer the beachhead area, 15 of vhich were destroyed ené € demoged. Mighters

claims totalled 26-0-8 for cir oonba’cs and Z;—O-9 for. ground strafing.

Pleok was gencrolly meager to modernte, elthough intensc, lipght, cccurate
fire wos cncountercd by flohtcrs over (J”en, end bomber crcws rcportéd o heavy
concentration of 4HA guns in the same crca.  One B2k wos lost to flok, cad a
lorge porcontage of fightors losscs werc probebly attributoble to flik.

SECRET
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OBSERVATIONS

01l tonk cast of Berney - V@ 8073 - 1305 hours.
Tanks seen on road 10 milcs cast of Roucn ot 1635 hours.
Light t/e 6/2 scon on u/ " ten miles southwest of Poris at 1530 hours.
R2 grocks and Dunkirl horbor crowncd with goods troins at H-2435 o
1343 hours, ‘ v '
Tyelve barses in conel ot DeleBasse ot H-4526 secn heeding cost ot 1225 hours.
1./1\), ot ot Leger ond Gr'cnellleres, were empiy.
Wo cetivity at Rosicrres-En-Stnterre 4/F, Rove-fmy end Montdidicr 4/7s.
25 to 50 armorcd vehicles seen heading fron Q—7843 to U-2718 at 1302 hours.
Uight JU-338= omn L/F. &t BR-8935 cnd ten 8-—whccl trucks on highwoy Just
out of Rouven ot H-0L100, )
Mve novel vessels obscrved with norrov beom off Vele (Gucrnsey).
Seme vicinity-barrecks building. Five ships in harbor West of Alderncy-
mey bc same sa:.ps. _ ,
Tvo Destroyers zig-zogging headed 110 dege ot 4929-0320E ot 148 hours
heoding for Guernsey.
A poorly cemoullcoged, RR s:.rllno g, 35 to 50 m:Llos in lengtkh, uncler construction
et edge of forest 20 miles SY of Droux.
Heovy traffic going in both dircections on roLd ruming N from R-9/.53
ot approximetely 1645 hours. )
Unccrgrowmd truck Gepot at LIOON-CL304 observed at 1407 hours.
15 plus vehicles perked ot R-3075 =~ looked like Americon Ducls.
A lot of barges were ticd up on the river ot R—-l,,?78 Coulc"z. not tell
if these were lodded. ‘
Crmouflaged coar pork ot R-3391.
L/F ot Dirghigny had creters on pyramided tre cc, but runweys were in
good shipc.
6 to 8 borrege bollons ot Fecemp ot 100 feet ot 1745 hours.
2 floodcd trecs - onc 15 miles east oif Cren is O miles in dicmeter.
The second ¢t 3t. Nere iiglisse is of the samc size, 1800-1930 hours.
Two firuck convoys sighted betwcen 1225 and 1230, one, two to thrce in
length on rocd & few miles southwest of Berncy, headed southwest.
Onc truck convoy of &pproximetely 50 vchicles hecded west ot 10 to 15
milcs west of L:Ls1ue¢-.
Convoy of 12 to 15 VthCle et ¥ 8222 hecded south '“'c 1145 going into
Méycrme. :
Convoy of 20 trucks ¢né vehicles herded southwest sighted ot VEI7276
which when they si ghtcd plenes ron off roods into woods.
Threc p?SSpl gor trodins stotioncry ot 1220 hours ot UR373.
4 15 cor militiry troin stotioncry 20 milcs northenst of Zouon.
Cluster of borroge bolloons 15-20 miles southwest of Cren at 20,000 feet
at QL5 hours.
Lr'rr-c sprecd out truck convoy ot 05CC trovelling north betwecn T2313 and
T\/B/a
ieny borges stonding still in cantnl between H6543 end 117553 ot 093 )J hours,
Lerge concentrotion of R,R, rolling stock from Porisito Orlcins.
In woodcd arec, L9019, o lorge encompment of tents, trucks, tonks, cte.,
obscrved from 2,000 fch, ot 2045 hours,
Belloon berrage crec,Q0L5, rumming north cnd south clong corst, with brlloons
t 600 feect. Observed from 4,000 feet ot 2100 hours.
Six medium tonks scen ot 2115 hours from 3,000 fcct, north of rond between
LL,153 onad L1y,
Two troop troins of cbout 20 cors coch observed ot 5312N-05405, Leuworden o
2115 hours from 1500 fect. <Lroins stationcry.

ECREX
-1

-t

~

—



DECLASSIFIED
gy 74385

| NARA Dat%
Approximately 200 goods wagons on sidings ot VW7175 - at 2030-2055 hours, ~——
lorge number of them destroyed or damaged by fighters.
£t 2055 hours 15 JU-87s scen at VY 3390.
30 plus box and tenk cors at M/Y V 78,8 - 2030 hours,
Smell crmy comp ot 5566 from 10,000 feect at 2020,

A .y = —— -

[47]

=

Q

=

=

+3
_—-;—ﬁ

3. OBSERVATIONS (contd, )

4o Domoge to Enemy Instnllctions

Bombing on first thrce missions of Junc 6th wes donc throug: 10/10 undercost
and results were uncbserved,

Duc to lete landing hours no detciled assessment of results on last mission
is yét gvailcble,

5 Gpround end Navel Informationc

Ground Opgrotions: Alliocd airborme troops landed on northcrn cocst of Fronce
in the corly hours of this merning according to plon.

Their opcrtitions were followed by secborne landings by
Allicd forces astride the cstusry of the VIRE RIVER cnd as for as the mouth
of the ORNE RIVER,

Nevel Operations (Up to 1400 hours): Landings werc gencrrlly setisfactory
with opposition from coastel batteries less thon expected, Follow-up and build-y
convoys moving feccording to plan.

Enemy novel light forcew from Le Hoavre cttempted to opposc our landing but
were driven off with the loss of one trowlcer sunk, and onc damoged. Seven lines
of mines cre so for reported in the assunlt areca. Cosuclties of our own forces-
1 destroyer to gun fire, 1l destroycr, probably to & torpédo (this destroyer is
believed to be in tow back to Englond) -- 1 destroyer, mined but afloat, 1 LST,
minéd off HASTINGS, and a few ICT which returned to Englond due to the wenther,
Two mineswcepers ore olso believed to be either sunk or domeged. No further
deteils,

6. G.h.F, Activity over Groot Britoin - Night 6/7 June 194

None
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Mhjectives for haevy bombers durtng the eerly phese of the tnwvegton are to

knock nut eremy strongpotnts, coastal bettertes, m 14 tery headquerters »nd choke
points on M 1* tery roeds., Tn addition, 1t 18 hoped thet the hormb’ ne of atronepot nts
and coestel betteries w1l f‘orcf» anemy cunners to keep thetr hesds down and =11
1mmobl 13 ze them just before nnd durine the sctusl land!nes.

Tarpets are smell, close together in many places, and they will be & flcult
to fnd, Many are close to the beeches and thev must be pinpointed exactly 4 they
ere to be M t, As there will be no second runs on thone tergets they must he
2 dentt Moed on the Mrst nass,.

Ground troops ere eountine on ug to knoek out thege tergets, e must not
fa1l then,

There will be all types of friendly A/C in the azres. ™ ghtar;b.«mbem mey
be ettacking our tergets et the same time we are., ied'um bombers (R=268 end A4=20s)
will be bombing on our right and may be seen withdrswing along kf;‘W

Nevael shelling mey be teking plece on our targets st the Hme of sur stteck,
Thia may rmake tarpet 4dents f cetion more & TMoult,

' Tt 18 eapecially emphes! zed tha£ bonbg drop/t ng short of the terget mey fsll
on lend® ng creft or friendly troops,

Crews will pee meny shing, bosts snd lsndny creft alony the route, On D-dey
all surfece wvessels are o be consg'dered friendly snd ere not to he bom‘bed under
any circouanatences, _

Crews foreed to leave thelr Tormetion south of the n~lish snast rust not
turn beck ereingt the ma'n flow of airetref™e on f)-day. tmly RJC Pl ne élrmgz
the scheduled route will be conaidered friendly br nevsl surmers.

Refsrences 1n the fMeld order to "estricted Jsters,” "Iir! ted leters," ete,
roefer to the larme colored posters concern’nr ‘natructions to AA munners »h'ch

heve been & stributed to oroups.

GO
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Cosst and beach defenses slong the enenmy cosst congiast of & nunber of well em- ““' -

placed cosstal sand fMeld 'batteriéa st chtad to covser hoth see apouroaches and
beach sress, end & line of concreted ‘nfantry strong pofntes slong the cosst to
provide 4nterlocking Mre over beaches end edts, DIsttaries sre ~enor: lly
located well inland behind beach sress and on cosstel hesdlends., Strone points
are spaced along the #oest,thickly in srees where landing micht be nace,

end more w dely scattered along rocky or steeanly alopinyg cosst 1'ne,

SIRONG POTNTS are permanent poat ¥iong with heavy concrate construcitsn Tor
defense and are usuelly burted “or further protection, A typ'eel stronc noint
eongl ste of a 2roup of 111 boves, open waspon !tz snd undersround gheliters,
usuelly protec"bed by wire, ™ nes end ent) -tank dAtches. ™11 boxes anii chelters
sre ususlly ofy ret nforced concrete and mindwim thickneas of three feet.
Shelters are wsuslly completely buried end pi 11 boxes nearly so., A net work of

trenches connects these structurea.

congt gt of three to a'x gums, generslly mounted in anen concrzts
emplacementa, The obgervelion nost 18 in & conerete il I ng nosr the ~uns, Close
to sech mm esre underground concrete shelters for gun-crewe end awmmunt t2on,

IAght bettertes have 2" or A" guns i th ranges from 10,000 to 19,000 yards,.

dYadt um batteries have 4.5" to 7" zuns with ranges from 15,000 to 26,000 yards,
Hoavy batteries with ~uns of 2" 40 10" celibre sre Pound only et ports on the
Channel cosst. Their funz are ;gen&mlly’ somnted fn stesl turrets end occes' ane
ally have overhesd cancrete protection. Ranpeg are Trom 24,000 to 45,070 verds.

Tn most typeg of battery, strength 1s 100150 mar,

For descriptiong nf deleanded loczlittes, defended posts, fMelid batter!es, medtum
How! tzer betteries end hervy 43 battertes, ‘sce the deseription *n the Tretleel

Target book which 18 the ™Mrat pers undser section "J",
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The importance of Madquerters of wvarious enemy infentry or Panzel il

cannot be over-estimated. T{ they can be knocked out, the effictency of

such units will be greatly lessened.
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