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NINETY PIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 559,
26 May 1944.

SUBJECT: Report of Operations Officai, 24 May 1944 - Berlin.
T0 : Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Gp (H), APO 589.

1. GENERAL NARRATIVE, The 95th Group took off at 0625~
0646 to form the lead Group of the 13th "A" Combat Wing. Assembly
was effested over the Mendlesham Buncher at 10,000' at 0740.
Enroute to the first Combat Wing assembly point at Ipswich & call
wag received from the 386th "A"™ Group that they flying as low
Group had to maintain 10,000' to stay above the tops of the clouds.
The 390th Group was notified to climb an additionmal 1000* for
Combat Wing as:-embly.

Ipswich was crossed on time at 0809 at 11,000'. The 388th
"A" Group fell into position at this point and a& call from the
390th Group indlcated that they were tralling slightly. Time
was gained enroute to Buncher # 22 so a wide turn was made around
Buncher # 22 and Duncher # 12 to loose it. A call from the 13th
"R" Combat Wing indicated that they were also ahead of schuedle
and had the 13th "A" Combat Wing insight. The English Coast was
departed at Cromer ar 11,000' on time at OB44 with the Division in
the proper order and formation.

The climb to altitude was started at the coast at this
time. The P.F.F. alircrart leading the 95th Group had airspeed
trouble which was corrected by checking with the high and low '
Groups. Bomblng altitude of 25,000' was reached at 1020 at 54%.141

080-14' E. A

During the climb to bombing altitude the lst Division
ahead started their climb late which put the 3rd Division approx-
imately 3000' above them. At about 05°30'E a heavy cirus level
began which gave the 3rd Division little trouble inasmuch as the
majority of it was topped. However, tie lst Livision forces at
a lower altitude was forced to ce¢limb up through Lhis cirus layer.
The lst Division attempted to "8" on course to gain additlonal
altitude before entering the cirus clouds, but were unable to
top 1t and by "S"iggclosed the interval between the 1lst ana 3rd
Division.

Due to the shortening of interval between the lst and 3Srd
Divislon an atbenpt was mmde at thie turn at 54914'-08°14F at
1020 to gulde left as briefed. However, the laust Combat "ing
of tre lst Division which was tralling tne lst “Yiv sion force
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by about fifteen mlles und flylug abreast of the 13th "AY
Combatu Wing on the right refused to close on his Division and
would mese no attenpt LO cross over to the left. En route

to the targat the 12th "A" Combat Wing "8"d on course to drop
benhind thias Wing and was unablie to do so, as the 1lst Division
Wing would "8" wlth thonm.

Un the target run tie 1st Divislon coambat wing remained
i'“rces abreast on © e right oi the 13th "AW C mbat ¥ing. Bombs
were away at 1110 on P.F¥,F. equipment. En route to the R.P,
evasive acbtlion was taken and the R.”. was cut short about two
miles, The 18th "RB" Combat Ving had cut the 18th "A" Combat
Ping srort enroute to the R.P. and proceeded out from the I.F.

3

to the right of the 13th"BY Combat Wing.

Visual ccentact was maintalned by these two combat wings
ancd they jolned lorces agaln at 539251N-11935'R at 12085.
Descent to 20,000 was started at the H.P, and 20,000' was
malincalnsd to 53°351-11°001 E where 1000 altitude was galned
Lo get above the cirus and con-trail level. This sltltude was
maintalned out over enemy territory &nd into the route home
untlil 549251-069431E where a descent to minimum altlitude was
started at 1315,

Thne enemy coast was acrossed en route back st 55059'~09°29!E_
During desgcent over North Sea thirough cirus level the Groups were
broken awey f{rom the Combat ¥ings and returned from that point
ag individual groups. The 390th Croup in the high position had
been squeezed out or Tormation by & lst Division Group &nd re-
turned with the 13th "B" Combat ¥ing. The 388th "A" was lost
In the descent through the clrus layer and contact could not be
made with the 248th Group, the 380th Group or the 13th "B" Com=-
bat Ying after descent to 2000' over the liorth <“ea,

The 95th Group crossed the English Coast at Cromer at 1502
and landed at the base at 1522-1544,

2. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING. Twenty-one alrcralt, including
two P.F.F. and three sparss took off, and assembled in the forms-
tion shown in Disugram YA", There were no abortions so spares
returned as unused,

Bighteen alireraft including two P,FP.F. were over the target
in the foraxt on zhown in Diagram "BY and are credited with sor=-
ties., :

The 95th Group furnished three spares for the 100th Group,
two of which were usedy #2447 and #1462. The third spure re-
turned as unused. These two sircralt were in the 1U0th Group
formation over the target and are credited with sorties.

3. LOST AIRCRAFT. #42-39924 was hlt by rlak over the tar-
get and was last seen In the target arsa under control.
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HEADAUARTERS OETH.ROMBARDMENT OROUP (H) Be1-15
A70 559
24 Yay 1044
ATRORATT NWOT ATTACKING
95th Group Formation - ' . Misslon of 24 lay 1944

© As  YNumber of A/c Scheduled,sesosssecsccccsesnes 18, 2 PFF and & Spares

Be Number of A/C Taking Offooooooooonooon-ooao 16. 2 PFF and 3 Spares
Ce A/’J Toking Off less unused spercSeeesecscss 18 and 2 PPV

D¢ Number of A/b Attacking....o---.-.......... 16 and 2 FF¥

is Number of A/b lot Attncking.....o....;..... 0
Pe Humber of SortieSeesececscevscssvecsccscces 16 and 2 PFT

n, Detailed deseoription of reasons why aircraft did not attacks

(PFF A/C 688 scheduled to fly with this unit had a pre-teke off
accident which made it impsssible to take off ns ascheinuled, PFF
A/C 584 took off with the 100th Croup but filled in the position

scheduled for the origimal PFF)

For the Commanding Officers

HARRY G, NMUVPORD,
1t, Col,, Alr Corps,
Operations COfficer.
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BINSTY FIFTZ BOMBARDMENT GrOUP (H)

HEADQUARTERS
Vel=2

Office of the Engineering Cfficer

APO 606,
24 iily, 1944,

Engineering RAeport on Combet Hission 24 Hay, 1944.

COMMANOING OFFICESR, S6th Bomb Gp (H).

Attn: Lt Col WC KNIGAT.

The following information is submitted concerning combat mission
of the 95th Bombardment Group (H) on 24 day, 1944,

Be
_b._-

Twenty-two (22) B3-17 airplenes took-off.

42-31980, 42-97334,

42-31876 & 42-38064¢ returned as extra airplanes.
Seventeen (17) B-17 airplanes returned to base after completing

mission,

42-39924 is missing in action.

There were no sbortive airplanes,

Battle damage is as follows:

IIpg ize

42107154 - &t outer wing panel damaged by [lak.

42-31920
42-519896
42-97232
4z-37882
42-97267

- iajor sheet metal damage.
- Left outer wing panel demaged by flak.
- Hinor sheet metal damege,
« 4dinor sheet metal damage.
- Minor shest metal damage.

CLARENCE D. FIZLDS
Major, Air Corps
Base ingr, Yfficer
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