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HEADQUARTERS
FIVETY FIPTH BOMBARDNMENRT GROUF (H)
0fT1ce of the Operations Offlcer

AFO 58,
14 May 1944,

SUBJECT: Operatlons Offlcers Narrativs - Mlsslon 12 Hay lﬁ&&,
B=UX, Czechoslovakia. | .

0 . Com:anding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), APO 559. .
95TE "A" GROUP

1. GENERAL WARRATIVE. The 95th "A"™ Group was schediled
to lead the loth "A" Wing with 95 "B" Group flying In low position
and the 390th "A" Group in high position. The 95th "a" CGroup ships
took off from hase at 0750-0805 hours and climbed Indivicually
to 15000' above the base, cirecling the outer circle of the field
during climb vo altitude. The =zroup formed at 1H000' and then
continued climb to assembly altitude, reaching 18000' at 100&,.'\
At this time, 95"AY" was two miles Morth of Lowestoft and two
minutes late. Lowestoft was the first wing assembly point. The
95"3"  and 390 "A" groups could be seen South of course, so 95"A"
cut from the assembly line and across to Splasher § 6, arriving
there on time at 1019, However the procesding wing was evidently
behind time and so close that 95 "A" waa Ilorced to "S" back mad
forth to avoid prop wash. This further delayed "A" wing assembly
~although division assembly was accomplished. However, by tae: time
Clacton was reached, toth the 390 "A" and 95 "A"™ Groups were in
good wing formation, and the 13"B" wing could be seen to the rear.
Clacton was crossed at 1035, altitude 18000', on course on time.

During the flight accross Channel, the 452nd Group frénm
the 4th Wing approached the 13 "A" wing formation and requested
permission from "A" wing leader %to jJoin his formation. Permission
was granted and the 452nd joined in, flying low and to the left
of 95 "Rr",

The enemy coast was crossed at 1101, about five minutes
behind briefed timen due to wind variation. The formation continued
to lose time throughout the courseinto the target. At 1114,
climbimg to bombimg altltude was begun.

Wing and divisicn formation was good along the route,
although due to tie small Interval between wings, prop wash
interfered with each succecssive wing and forced them to echelon
to one side. Therefore, on the route in, the two procecding
wings were echelonocd to the left while the 13 "A" wing moved to
a right echelon position, South of XKoblenz, flak was encountered
on briefed coirse, and the formation curved to the North around
this area. The [irst three wings cut back South of course sand
continmed so untlil 10% 00' 1. Tae 13 "A" wingund 13 "B" wing
remained about five mlles Horth of course. The I.P. was reached
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approximately one hour behind triefed times due to the previously
mentioned wind shii't.

Upon approaching the I.P., the wing leader swung to the
South of course in order to galn more interval between 13 "aA"
and the precesding wing. At the I.P., 1358 hours, grcups pesled
off, +the 452nd gromp having been instructed to peel off last,
anc cross target as No. 4 CGroup to bomb.

95 "A" bombs were away at 1403, altitude 23,000', and a
right turn was mude, instead of the brisfed left turn, due to heavy
flak to the left. The 380 "A" Group falled to release all of its
bombs on the first run and turned for a second run. 95 "B" on its
first run, round 1tself too near to 390"A™ and so aads a 360° turn
for s second run. The 452nd Group bombed target on first run and
fell in trail on the 13 "B" wing which turned to the left and reached
course ahead of 13 "A",

While the 3390 "AM™ and 95 "i" (Groups were muking second runs
on target, 95"4A" flew moveral miles to the north then made & 180°

turn and Intercepted the two groups after their second runs were
successful,

Keswaing course behind 13 "B" wing, 13 “A" proceeded out..
The 45zud Group, btrailint behind 138 "B", now fell back and re-
joined the "A"™ Wing; {lying low-low Group &8 belore,

The briefed course was lrollowed on cthe rouve outbt and the
lost time yradually repained. One cnemy astack of about 20 ships
was experlienced neur Liege,

The enemy coast was recrossed at 1624 and descent to mine
Imum altitude begun. English coast was crossed at 1647 at
9,000 feet, Formation was over base at 1654 and land.ng eflected
at 1701 - 1742 hours.

2. AIKCRAST ROT ATTACKING. Twenty one aircrsrt inecluding
two PFT lefT Dase In .oraa.lon showsn in Diagram 1A. A/C 1924
returned before beiny dispatched because ol eniine fallure,
Twenty A/C were diaspatcihod.

A/C 9924 cuonsd back over Brussels snd 13 credited with a
sortie. The rumaining 19 alrcralt attacked the primary targ-t
and recaeive credit for =sortles.

Petails ol reagons o fallure to uftbuck arce glven in
attached form: Alrcrali Dot aAttacuing. ‘

3. AIRCHANT LOST. None.




DECLASSIFIED

AlﬂorityZ%&L
B £ NaRA Dag) 72 -

1. Ghitsnl NARRATIVE. The 95t "g" formation, flying low
position in the 13th TA" Combat Wing, took off from base at
0310 - 0830 hours and assembled over the base at 12,000 foes,
the shipa cllibing individualily to this altitude. AlZor
assembly, the "B" Group began climb to rendezvous slt.tude,
reaching 17,000 fect snd Lowestolt at 1007. Hers, the 95 "AW
Group was sighted and Wing assembly effected,

deference 13 made to the above narratl.e of the 35 "A"
formation for the remainder of this story.

Landing ror this Group was effected at 1705 - 1730 hours.

e AIGCRAPT NOT ATTACXING. Twenty three aircraft
includlng %Wo spares left base in formation shown in Dlacram 2A.
A/C 1410 and coth spares raturned before being dispatched., Thus,
twenty alreralt were dlspstcehed.

4/C 2450 returned after becom.r, dispatched and is
cre .lted with a sortie. The roualning 19 ships sttacked the
primary target. Formation over target is shown in attached
Dlagranm 22.

3., AIRCRAPT LOST. A/C # 42£-39884 left rormation near
enemy coast on way out. Nothing further known.

HARKY G. MUMFORD,
Lt. Col., Alr Corps,
Operations Officer.
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HRAOGUARTERS 96T BOMBAR DMEHT GROUP (H) EeI~15
AFO 559
12 May 1944
AIRCEAFT RCGT ATTACKING
95th A Group Formation Mission of 12 Koy 1944
A, Hu-ber of .&/C Soheduled.scscessscsovssrssseseses 19 and 2 FFF
B, HKumber of A/c T‘kiﬂg Offon.oocnﬁopcoctuootolcoon 19 and 2 FFF
C. A/c Tﬂcing Off less unusad BPOTOBocsrssvorcnoossn 19 and 2 PFF
D, Humber of A/c Di.PltﬂlOdooto'Qooﬁoanoococ-uoo.o. 18 aud 2 PFF
E, sumber of ‘bm Attacking..screoveesvcovecosonavese 17 and 8 P¥P
F, Humber of Aﬂ Not Attackingesesssvveevsesccnnses 2
Ge llumber of Sortiediccevssrecsssvsressacscvereacee 18
H, Detailed description of res:ons why sircreft did not attaok:

1, &/C 4239924 Sortie, Left formation after being dispatched
becsuse of1 {(a) Oxygen leak in navigeators line,

2. AL 42431924 No Sortie. Left formation before being dispatahed
because of: (a) # 3 engine internal feilure,

For the Commanding Officer:

HARRY G. MUMFORD,
Lt. Col., Air Corps,
Operations Officer.
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HrADQUARTERS 9BTH BOM Ba:DMuNT OGROUP (H) Ew]=15
AFQ 559

12 Mey 1544

’

AIRCHRAFT RUT ATTACKING

95th B Group Formation Mission of 12 May 1944
A, Number of A/c Sehodulod..u-..n...-..o.o.u.-.-. 21

B,
c.
D.
E.

Humber of A,/c leing Offeveceessconcessesscesnnsee 21 and 2 Sp&res
A/c leing Off less unused SPAreS.cscsescsscsscee 21

Nusber of A/c Dispatchod.........-.n._.-uu..... 20

Bumber of A/C Attlﬂk’.ﬂ&oooooob.-oo.-ooc.o-oo..ncn 19

Number of A/c Not Attuek‘lngu.n...unn........ 2

Bunbher of Sortien...-u..-o.c...........--....... 20

Detailed description of reasons why aircraft did not attack:

1. A/C 42-102480 Sortie, Left formation after being dispatched
because of: (a) OUxygen leak in navigstors pressure gauge,

2, 4/C 42-31410 %Ho Sortie, Left formation before beingz dispatched
becense of: {a) Orack in external fitting of prop govermor
oil line,

For the Commanding Officer:

BRARRY G. MULFORD,
Lt, Col,, Air Corps,
Operations Officer,
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353rd QOperetion - 12 lay 194k.

{d

ERATIONS

1st Bombardment Division - IIRSTBURG (LEUMA) OI7, RTFIMTIRY
LUTAFTIDORS OIL REFINNRY

2nd Bombardment Division -~ ZEIT7 OIL RUFTINERY
- BOHLEN OIL RUFINERY

3rd Bombardment Division - BRUX OII, REFIMNIRY
ZWICTAU 4/C COMPONTINTS PLANT

In a large scale operation against German synthetic oil refineries and - -
a/c component plant, fifteen combst wings, escorted by 21 USAAR fighter group:
were dlspatched to att'wl" ergets in central Lurope. 4 total of 336 bombers
and 576 fighters was dlupatolﬁed and all D imary targets were sttacled, bomber
using visual methods in clecr veatner, with good ‘results. Formations attack-
ing Brux and ~“wickau net a.ggrc:=051Ve enemy air opnosition, which accounted for
22 boubers in one combat wing. Total bomber losses were 42 a/c, of which 34
were lost to e/a.

Tscorting fighters encountered formctions of es many as 200e/a atteclking
B-24s of the Znd Division between Cologune and iarburg, and fighters ensesed
larse grouns of e/a attacking 3rd Division coibet wings in the Wiesbadon and
Coblenz areas. Total fighter claims {cr air couwbats are 66-1-10, end nine e/t

ere clainmed destroyed and 13 damaqca on the ground. Ten f’ighters are missing.

BOITER | O? TRATTONS

: Number of 4/C Tons '
Unit : (4B Disv,  Attecked Lost) © Primery - 0.7 's
1st Co'7¢ 58 57 36 21 0 68 0 39 -0
4Oth C.7. 58 51 k9 0 1 106 0 -0 0
L1 4 CuVe 59 Bl 52 0 0 100 0 9} 0
41 B G770 55 L9 L6 0 0 3 0 0 0
9 4 Cu'Te 60 51 48 -0 0 82 0 0 0
94 B Co7s B3 53 43 3 1 95 0 5 0]
PIT 11 11 11 0 0 22 o 0o 9
359 326 250 a Z %1 . O 45 0
2 BOIB DIV.
2nd C.W. 65 59 B 0 0 116 0 0 O
lith Cole 70 69 64 0 1 148 <2 0 0
20th C."1. 63 60 54 0 1 132 0 0 0
96th C.'7¢ 75 7L 42 22 0 37 0 L 0
w6 6 _6 0 1 Ly 2 0 9
275 265 220 22 3 37 2. 9N 0
CONFIDENIILL
P T
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Mumber of £/C v

Unit (4B Disp. ittacked  Tost) Primary
SRD BOLB DIV, Primary  Q.T.'s Co e, Lo B
Lth C.W. 61 61 56 o 7 1,0 0 0 0
13 A. Cuoile 62 59 L6 11 1 102 0 26 0
13 B Co% LT L3 5,2 0 2 91 0 0 0
L5 :86B Gl 71 66 . 11 33 20 20 0 73 0
L5 o c. . 63 56 37 15 3 o1 0 20 0
PR 10 10 6 12 6 o 10

31r 295 193 €0 3 150 g 129 0
OPTRATTOMHAL ’
TOTTS 952 836 703 106 L2 1498 2.2 218 0

TUICTAU A/C COIPONENTS PLANT - Good results.

53 B-17s drOpped 190 x 1000 GwP. and 100 x 500 G.P. =~ 142 tons - between
1337 and 1425 hours from 17,300 to 24,000 feets ALL the buildings of the A/C
Components Plent with the excention of one, which was probably damaged, evnpear
to be scverely damcged. Barracks south of the factory eppear to be 30 to 905
destroyed.

SRUX OIT, FIITERY - Very good rosults.

o — e

4.0 3~17s dronped 370 z 500 Go7., 400 x 300 GePe, 1380 x 100 I.B - 303 tons
between 1325 cnd 1424 hours fronm 41 000 to 24,000 {eect., Thc northern port of th
target contalnlng the vital »narts suifercd severely. Despite mmoke from the
L.T.Ce Plent domoge 1s vitible on the gas genercting plbnu, boiler house, oil
storege tanks and ges purificction plante

IERACBURG (LFIGT.) OIT, RFITIRY, - Good results

22} B-17s dropned 4013 x 100 G.P. 274 x 250 G.7. end 1053 x 300 GeP. end 14
B~2hs, attecking llerscburg s zn ovortunity target, dropned 36 x 500 G.7. and
398 x 100 C.P. L. total of L59 tons wos dronned between 1333 and 1420 hours from .
19,500 bo 27,000 feet, . PRU cover was talen soon efter the atteclk, but nhotos ame
obscurcd by a dense cloud of smolkc covering installstions in the central »ext
ol the nlant. The principel demege a-mecaws to be elons tho westorn side of -
the »lant, with scobtered hits on the northern threc-cua:ters of the rofinery.
it the t:mp of PRU, firce worce visible on the hyiwrozen contact houses, emmonia
liguor tants, scversl othcr chemicel installations, end on nuperous buildiiss
in verious parts of the wlant. : S

LUTTTDORE OIE REIFINMRY - Fair results.

93 B-17s dr0pped 253300 G.P., 2620 x 100 G.P. = 169 tons - on Tufzlendorf
at 1354 - 1408 hours from 23,000 to 26,5( feet. & oonccntrgtlon fcll in the
southwestern and wes tC“n.horolon of the tersct, hitting the Fischer-Tropsca gas
condensetion building, a contect over housc, a lerge u/l bull&ing southuest of
the power nlant, sné the pover plant itsclf, There ves damege to the Pischor-

QQ.‘I ELIHZELI L
- :
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Tropsch plant, power plant, scattered uinor buildings, end many bzr—wvorvmo
tanlks.

co

1=

~e wa et - s

SETTT OIT RUFIITRY - Good to Jcry Good .c-csults.

115 S-4s dron-cd 1483 x 250 Gl P., 335 x )OO GePuy 2f32 x 100 G.2. L5 x 10C
I.B., and 2. = 300 G.?. = 265 tons -~ at U.02 ~110 hours from 13,000 to 22,500
feete There were at leest 12 bursts in the gas ~onerating plant erca and mt
least three in the purification andé conversion olc\nt. An cxvlosn.on occurred
in the injector housc, and there was a ncar miss probably dzma ging the
compression house. Therc viere seversl hits in the oil storage yerd, end
nrobable damsge to the power plant. ~

The gas gonerating plant and refinery structures received the main
demage. Damaged buildings include the bricuctting plant, liquid air plant and
low temperaturc carbonization plant and othcr unidentified structures. The
boiler house, 2 condensing tower, anC scveral buildings in the power plant end
gas wor}:s to the west a,luo rccc:.vc,d damagcs

| 0‘3“0’€€I’II“II'“J;",xI’C¥”TQ; :,' o . 2

16 B-»l?s cxropved 114.0 X 300 GePs and. 162 %250 G.P. on :iZWickau II/Y with
serious damage bto tracks near the vresi. choké point resulting.: Good results.
- 1L B=17s drovw sed 176:x 300 GoP. on Chemnitz; 1k B=l7s uropnoa '505.x 100 G.P. On
Gera 1/¥; 15 B-17s. dropped 570 x 100 G.P. on Hof; and 8 B=17s and 13 B-st
drooped U x 500 G.P. and 703 x 100 G,P. on uhidentificd ovportunity tarscts
with unobscrved results.

ECOUNTERS: The 3rd Bombardment Division, which met the severest alr attacks,
. .ropo ~tcd a total of 150 ~ 200 e/a engagede llost attacks were mede .¢n masge
with e/a using saturation tactics. ..s many =s-30 e/z camc in abreast sicille
fully and savegely firing cannon and machine guns and in some cascs remixing the
B-l7s.  attacks can be divided into three mein phasesj the first phasc began
south of Coblenz on the penetration route when 30 plus s/e ¢/a made head~on
attacks appsirently us:‘mL time fused camnon fire. The second-phesc began north
of Frankfurt when over 60 7™7-190s and }7c~109s made mass attacks goins through
formetions, then reforming for morc attaclks. The finsl phasc began necar
Chermitz when attecks by over 50 ITe-i;.lOs using roclets a*ld closing with cannon
firc., This was one of the largest cngagemcnts with t/e c/a renorted in some
time by the Tighth Alr Force bombers. = 1lst Bomb Division rct sorted no air
attacks and the 2nd Division reported only secettered attaclks on str'fflcrs.

REASONS FOR FAILURE 70 BOMB: 49 B-l7s and 23 B-2Z4s feiled to bomb - 15 B-17s
and 19 B~2is due to mechanical or equipment failures, 2 --17s bccausc of
‘weather, 23 B-17s and 1 B2 duc to cnemy ection end 4 B-17s ond 3 B=-2Ls due to
othecy reasons. v .

C:;SUL‘.LTFS. Personncl - l crew members were killed, 21 wouaded, 435 missing and
27 were rcscued. ‘
Squipment - 39 B-17s and 3 B-2Ls were 1os‘L - 3 B~l7s to As fire,
B-17s and 2 B-dhs £o e/a, 2 Bel7s and 1 B=24 to ik and ¢/a, <nd 2 B-17s to
unmovrn reasons,
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Estimated Battle Damage - 275 B-17s and 61 B-24s category “4A" and
RFNOLIN 76 B-17s catc,oory "P“, and Uy B- 17s .,c:a,togory iR,

E’TT-A_T"CL_ T TIRD:  Hoderate and accure be LA fire was encountcred at Morschurg
and meager end imaceuratc at Lu tzlendorfs Roclbs werc also observed in these
target arcas. At Bohlen firc wes moderatc to intense and accurate with both
barreze and prcdictor controlled. liodcrasc, fairly accuratc tracking flolk was
noted ot Brux. Only meoger, incccurate firc and a few ground rockcts werc re-
portcd ot Zwickau.

R: Teather wes generally good over the cntire routc cnd at teorgeis,
houzh there was somc ground haze. Targets werc frec of clouds cnd all
bo,,wln,g wos done v1sually.

0BS5S V;.TIOITS 25 Bcrruge balloons were noted south of Saalburg, and o lerge
Derracks erca botween Dunkirls and Ostend. Highl v cemoufleged installstions

end & dem protected by meny AL guns were sightcd just N7 of Frankfurt. 50 c/a
were parked on an Li/F at Trfurt. Considcreblc cctivity wes. noted in.the M/Ys
2t Cha.rlcroi, Cene, Z¢itz end St. Weith, ond about 200 froight cars were.at
Nemur /Y. 4 milite ry installetion belicved to be & storage depot was obscrved
Just outsidec of Bfussels. 10 plus lexge ncrcaant vissels were seen 1'\(:&&11’;U
north three miles off Ostcm/Dunl"lr’., with onc mobtor ship beeched cnd six mine-
ST rccpcrs cnd two. smell 1H/Ys wmoored ncerby. 12 barrage balloons wcro rrp et :

G FLGHIT T ‘R O._P.fiii:{c' LTI OHS

Pwenty-onc troups of the VIII and IX Fighter Commends, totalling 4.10. D-51s,
201 P~47s ond 265 T —3us prov:.dcd c:om,i nuous escort for ~1ll bombcr forme tions,
Lorge concentrations of 200 - 250 c/a were cnpaged betiecn Colognc and rlarburg
by fighters escortlno B~2hs. Combats with an additional 150 plus s/c ¢/a
betwecen Limburg end “icsbhaden were reported by tho sToups cscorting the 1st
Division, and about 100 ¢/o werc cncountcrcd southwest of Coblenz.  Totel
claims were 66-1-10 in the cir and 9-0-13 on thc ground Tour P-47s "nd six
P~51s orc missing.

VIII Pightor Cormand

L

Unit. Typc of i/C  Time Q_f Mission Ho. &4/C on Mission Lost ~Cleims

o

65th Wightcr TTing

561 2y Svrcep 2 L 2un e Up=l-5
568 . CPL7 Sweep : 2 1 5-0-1

356 P47 Penetration W 0 0<0-0
4 -~ P=bl ' “Pen., Tgbe, & W/D L7 0 " 10=0-0
355 P-51 Pen., Tgte, & /D 41 o _o:o_:g
177 3 29-1-6
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Unit Type of 4L/C
66th Fightcr Ting
L TR
78B P47
353 Py
339 P-51
357 P~51
55 P-30
339+ P=51
67th Fizhter ‘ing
361 Ply7
352 P-51
359 P=5L
20 P-33
P-38

P

~51

Total VIIT Fighter Commsnd

Unit

Type of L/C
70th Fghter ing
354 P-51
363 P-51
370 P-38
7% P-38

P-38

367

OPERATIONAL TOT.LS

-+ Sceond Sortic
ot

2-~0-0 on ground

+++ 3=0~2 on ground

Penetration 36 1 5.0-0
Penctration 18 0 0~0=0
Penetrotion 35 0 2-0~2 .
Pcenetration 48 ¢ 0=0~0
Penetration 40 2 16-0-2++
Withdrawal Ll 0. 1-0-0
| Withdrawal L2 0 - 0-0-0
%3 3 B0A
Pcne t:-:-aéion , 49 0 0=0~0 ,
Per, Tgte & /D 41 1 10-0-24pt -
Pene, Tgte & /D 37 0 2-0-1
Withdrawal 45 0 1-0-0
. Withdrawal L5 0 _0-0-0
217 1 13-0-3
657 7 66-1-13
IX Pighter. Oormﬁani
;,mc, of iiission Ho. i/C on Mission Lost Cloims
Torgot 13 2 700
Pene tiotion 15 1 2-0-10651‘
Wi thdresmal: 50 0] 0=0~0
Withdrawnl L7 0 0-0=0
Withdrowal o} Q=00
: 215 3 95-10
876 10 75-1-23
BOIBLR TISCORT .

Escort to B-17 Forcc abtoclking Zwieckau ../C Componcnts Fectory and Drux 0il

The Lth Group provided oontinuous cscort from Bed Neuhcim ot 1220 hours

Rcfine -
To lfflzhours &t Coburg.

losscs and cloims of 10-0-0.

About 50 ¢/s werc met in several cngogements
The 355th Group cscorted lst Division B-17s from

for no

Se Brusscls to rendezvous with cnothor force of B-17s at Palkenstein «t 1340 houre

continucd on to the torget cnd left bombers ot 1450 hours ot Tiscnach.
joincd thc bomber forece ot 1128 hours S. of Brusscls and broke cscort
‘Betveon Limburg and Wicsbeden 150 plus s/e c/a

Grog;g

NE of Frenkfurt at 1240 hours.

The 355rd

pressed vigorous head-on attrcks in wrves of 50 g/c througn. the bomber formations.
Cloims were 2-0-2 in thc cir for no losscs.

£o1

e Y

'"’hc 397»11 Group rendezvousced NW of -

— ..
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Frénkfurt at 1212 hours to S o tho torget. 100 plus s/c co/n attacking in woves
of 30 plus 8/c dove through the bomber formetions, made o 909 left turn end re-
formed in tight formations -of four. A4n additiomnl 30 plus s/b c/a provided Civ-
crsion «nd top cover. Two P-Hls were lost and claims made of L~0-2 in tic air
and 2-0-0 on the ground. The 55th Groun made contact with the B-17s ot 1507
hours cnd rcndered cscort to the viecinity of @hent untll 1615 houwrs. About 2.5
¢/o were scen and o nunbeir of CI’J.QCFCNCI-oS cnsved but o heavy hoze hindorced vis-
ibility snd orovided rcfuge for the cnemy o/c.  The 361lst Group zove uncveatful
cscort from 1038 hours E of Coxyéc until 1150 hours ST of L.'LCO'C. 'Tl’\c Jél th Group
were uncble to find the bombers rs bricfed, S‘.‘.‘Cpt crco from Brusscls 0 coest
and Nemur to Ticge from 1613 to 1713 hours, ond cscorted stragglers to the Inglisi
cocsts

QQlEiQET2£££

« - -

Fﬁcort to B-17 Tforcc ‘L.ttg.cklngz Yorscbhure ond Lutzkcndorf 0il Rcf’lncrlc -~ The
_)_5_9—1;n Gr_qu_ coc contect at “103%i. hours at Fulda with a 50 Tilc streon of bonmbers,
picked out. the right oncs, cscorted thom oround iforscburg ond left at 132 hours.
Infense and cecuratce rocket flak for 24,000 fect wis oncountcrpd over the torget.
The 20th Group met threc boxes of the lst Division and onc additionnl box of
B-17s from thc 3rd Division ncar Fiscnr ch, cnd left the bombors S. of Ostend ot
1600 hours« 32 plus s/¢c /2 werc driven off while attempting to attack. the
formitions betwoen Forsficld cnd Cicsscne One c/z wes destroyed with no loss to
our &/c. 252nd Group oftcr somc GLff 101..1ty vith hoze joined the bombers at St.
Vith cnd Limberg ot 1208 %o 1223 hours and bro'ze escort in vicinity of ”’rot“la o.t
1355 hOL‘».I‘_So_‘:Jz{.Q‘plu‘S‘C/C. cttociwd viciously in Fronizfurt arce ammlng; at lca
Tive bombBors. ‘onc" P-51 Tost ¢nd cloims mede of 7-0-0 in tho AiT A a6 3-0-2 on
the ground. The 339th Group flew two uncventful sortics. In tho first the
bombers were c;scortca Troma Ste Vith at 1146 hours to o point west.'of Limbcrg.
Vo_rendezvous wos mede in the second sortie as call was modc to Adnvestisate
bc.nd,lt neer Brussels, but .o c/o. vere scche . The 7u¢,. _Cxoup met the first boL

of bombcrs just before L/P, .ot 1107 hours, and procccdca t With the cscort to

25 miles S of Coblonz wherc 100 plus s/c o/a mede o heed-on attock ot 1208 hours
"These ¢/r were intcrcepted ond end dispersed, and 30 - 35 of them chescd inland
for gbout 50 milcs. One P-47 was lost ond claims of 5-0-0 madc.

Escort to B-2l forcc which Attocked Zeitz cnd Bohlen 0il Refircricss= The 356th
Group rcendezvouscd with the bombers S. of Prusscls ot Ti55 Hours ~nd b*oPc cscort
50 nmiles ME of Frenkfurt ot 1317 hours. Mo c¢/e verc scen. The _ZS’E _Groun pro-
vided uncventful cscort from Ostend to a point MW of Frankfurt at 1220 hours.

IX Fighter Commend

The 3541;‘?1, 363rdy, 4L74th and 367th Groups cseortcd the B-24s, vhile the .
370th Groups cecompenied the' B-178 attn.cg:lng Tierseburg ond: Tutzgkendorf,. - "hcy"
lost three P-5ls end cleimed 7-0-0 in:the air and 2-0-10 on the c"ound, It nor
further dctg.-l-ls,o'f, their opcrations arc availablc. .- S P S

ImR S‘ETE;L.P‘W S

BRE:

The 56&x Group onrc"gcd in sumoortlng swccps over thc. bombcr routcs from 1020
to 1340 hours bobeen Cologne and Fromlkfurds 4bout 200 ¢/~ werc.cngountered ond
resulted in e numbcr of successful air combe ts, losing tvo o/c for clainms . of ¢
1 ~1-5. Fan tectics cmployed were cxecllent but individual flights too woek

© GQEEL]
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ageinst ¢/a concentrotions cs scon on this mission. The 5*) Group also covu“"ed
T (ol

Trenidurst, Brd Mergoathein nroa on successful szm, ::-ua_ng,, gvreens from
hours, cloiming 5-0-1 in &l

e adlr for the loss of onc P-i7.

oD TEOTTR OBSERVATIONS

;CT\_,J Y

55th ] 13 ¢ 564 Oroup reported borrnge balloons over Coblenz ond
heavy, intonsc, ccourrto flak over Wicsbaden, Fronkfurt, Cologne and the Ruhr.
The 568 Group notod thet oll dems in the Jomms - Prankfurt - Iod forguathoim
crer vere protected by brrrege balloons to 2,000 focte Flek in v ooo- S of
Prenzfurt wes intonsce cnd irsccuratc.  356th Croup obscrved meny lirht-colorcd

Q =
U“

scets, porhrps 01l teanks in woods 5 miles M. of ¥pics, onc motor snlp beochied,
betircen uurﬂrlr' rnd Coleis, «nd 6 minc-swecpers IT of Borck-sur= cr herding 330

srecs.  Lth Croup sow 27 t/o ¢/ on cn L/F in (dcssen arcr, cnd cisht 8/c ¢
/P Just T of there; clso smokcloss £1ak ot foeuwrick ncor Colognc.

-

ics oft OC*‘oucL/Dun drl, end thirty nlus lerse berges in Feuport charbor.
352116. Croup strofcd en /P SO of Coblenu whore 15 nlus s/c were porked.  Flve
milcs B of Tngelncin enother &4/F wos cittoclod and 10 plus o ]77 ~nd 20 plus
t/c u/i o/c countcd. Onc r‘/c, cnld tvo t/c o/c vere destroyed s ’c1 'o i,/c /e
drmescds  359%h Groun m'r:\f’c\. cn A/F et Thomebruck cleoiming 2-—0 1 /c:.
Intensce rocltet flolz ¢t Icrachure wes very cccarnte for 24,000 f‘cct. ‘_l, berroge
balloons ringed the loic om Tdeh R., SH J:,.’:‘ Korboch.

§6t11 f’li,h‘tOV‘ Wing: - The 361lst Group reported 10 plus lorge 11/V heeding I slowly

he 63D Gwoun strafod two locomotives, wrsscnger end freight
; The 357th Groun dostyoyed two c/n on the ground 50 niles
IW‘ o Brr n:f urt, ond onc locowwobive 10 miles §7 of Irsscl. /o were poried in
ficlds ncer Fren-furt, rnd 12 s/c e/a werc scen on an .. /P nerr Ceinsheime  The
339th Groun rcpow ch. the vieclkrge of o plone in the Cﬂ.c mwel in the vicinity of
Celeis. Plal nerr Jroankfurt ond Coblenw wrs heovy, intensc end cccurnte, and
heavy cnd intcensc in the Iille crce.

NOTH: The forcgeing is brscd on preliminery inmdoms tion cnd should not be used

for rocord PUIPOSGH,



