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HEADQUARTERS
NIRETY FIFTH BOMBARL/ERT GouUP (H)
Office of the QOperations Officer

29 April 1lo44.

SUBJICT: Report of the Operations Offlicer - HMission of 29

TO : Commanding Officer, 95th Homb Group (H), APC 553.

95TH MAIN sKOUP FOhMATION

1. GENERKL NANATIVE. The 95th Main Group formation
scheduled to form the high Group in the 1l3th Combat Wing fora-
atlon, took off at 0620 - 0640 hours. Due to a thin layer of
clouds, bases 3500 feet and tops 12,500 feet, &ssembly was nade
over MYendelsham buncher at 15,000 feet. Three ships could not
find formation and falléd ‘to re:ndezvous with the Group. Group
asseunbly was effected at 0745 hours and cllimb begun to 19,000
feet, the %Wing assembly altitude. The Group passed two miles
east of Lovestoft at OBOU - turned South, at 0&l5, turned wesat
and headed for Manningtree, the first Wing assembly point.
Arriving at Manningtree at 0826, one minute early and ahead of
the 390th "A" Group - Wing Leader, the 85th foraation flew to
the lef{ of briefed course. Dlue partly to straggling formation
of the 380th "A" Group and to our formatlon belng early - the
95th did not effect Win: rendezvous until 0906, at a point 6
miles eust of Cromer -:Altltude was 22,000 feet.

Climb was begun to babi: gy altitude and enemy coast
erogsed ut 0941, altitude 24,000 feet, siightly to south of
course, The 390th "A"™ (Group remained in looss formation until
eneny coast was crossed, then closing. Wing formution was
good from this polnt.

The formation continued South of course throughout
the route in; the 13th VWing took its bombing interval at 52039'-
10%06'E as prescribed, and reached I.F. at 1113 hours. The
target was vislble and bombs were cropped by sight in Wing
formation, The 95th Oroup was high Group and to the lert at
the tine of vombing. DBombs were released at 1127, altitude
26,600 fest. Afc fo. 7264 was hit just befo.re reaching tar et
and drouped out of formation down below the low Group, dropping
its bombs on target from that position.

Afver bombs wer:. away, a right turn was mude and
Wing elimbed slipntly to aveid flak. The Wing was south of
briefed course at the time. Descunt to 19,000 feet wse then
begun and Tormation continued south of course on route out.
Flak was encountered alon. most of the return route but no
eneny fightor attacks were experienced. Friendly fishter
cover wuas very good.
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The 95th forastion recrozsed enemy coast at 1425,
altitude 21,000 feet. Doscent to minimum altitude was started,
and about 15 miles froam the knglish Coast, the 9Lili leader
obtained permission from Wing leader to leave i, formation
arki c¢ircle his Croup down through a break in the undercast
below. after descending to 2,000 feet, the Goth Formatlion
continued on to tie English Coast, eroussing it at 1442 houra -
and arriving over basgse ai 1447. Landin; was effsected at 1456
to 1530 hours.

2. AIRCHA'T HOT ATTACKING. Twenty-two aircraft, ir-
clucd.ng cne spare took off from base. aAssemoly was &L 15,000
feet over ihe Hendelsham Buncher. A/c Nots 42-97280, 4£-31063,
and 42-38140 could net locate the formation and returned before
becoming dispatched. Spuare a/e fio. 42-37669 filled in a
vacancy in the leud squadron. Hlneteeu dlrcrall were dispsatched.
A/c Yo. 42-39824 lost an engine at 52°35'-06°00'E and returned
to hbase. He 13 credited uwith & sortie.

A/c No. 42-37264 was nhit befors reachlny target and
droppec out of formation, but dropred its bowmbs on target.
Elgchteen alrcra.t went over tne Larget and drops < Lombs on 1t.

The formation over the target is stown In the
attached Diagram "¢,

A detalled description vy reusons for failure to
attack 18 given In a separaie report on aAircraft Not Attacxing.

Ss  LUST AIRCRAFT. A/G Ro, 42~-37988 lelt the formution
at 52°251-06°33¢E apparantly in control. Wo ehutes seen.

95 TH GRGUF CUMPOSI™. SWUALLON

1. GESbKaL BARRATIV.. Seven alreraft took off from
baso at 0605-0606 hours with instructions o Jjoin the 3vUth
"% Composite Group and form their high Cgusdron. Qvercast
technlqus was used in aszembly - the (roup assembly belng
affected over duncner #ll at 14,000 feet at Q715-0745 hours.
A/c Ho. 42-31807 falled to find formetion wnd joined the
95th Main Group insvead. The 380th "3" Group then made :ing
agsembly with the 3s0Uth Ma",

Haference 1z mude Lo tue above Report >f Lhe YLih
#¥ain Formation for the remihlinder of the alssion with e
axcepsionsg o. the foliowlny points:

{a) After com;letion ol the mission, the ¥5th
Coupozite Squacron le2it the owoth: "B" Group inside .ugliish
Cosst and revurneu Lo base, lanving at 14541520 uours.

{(b) The 3quadroui icader, a/c Lo. 42-31320, lol't
the formation a&ifter boabsg auway ¥l his pluacs waa tuaken by
Ho. 42-31514.

-2 -
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2. AIRCHAFT HOT ATTACHIKG. The alx alrecraft forming
the Compcalte Syuadrocn attacroed the primary target and recelve
credit for sortiea. Formation over turget 1s shown in attached

Disgram "B",

3, LOST AIRCRAFT. No. 42-31320 left formstion shortly
after boambs eaway. Nothing more seen of it,

HARKRY G. MUHNULD,
Lt. Coln’ i?\lr Cors)s’
Operatlons Qfficer
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28 Anril 1044

ATRCRATT NOT ATTACKEING

95th Group Formmtion Mimgion of 25 Aoril 1944

Ao
B,

Humher of A/C Schedulfkdu..-.......-....-...... 21 end’ 1 Snare
Tumbar of A/G T&king Ol Peesrssnsvsansesesossvasee 22

A/C T&kiﬂg Off less unused SPAPEBsvc.vssaanaves £2

Rumbter of A/C Disvatohedeeccsvossosnsvscscossee 1¢

Hunber of A/C Atbhﬁkiﬂﬂooronﬂﬁouveoto~o¢oo.oouo lg

Humber of A,/S Yot Attaﬂkinﬂ&.ac..-oou.‘ooo"‘&l 4

Yunber of JortioBessesscccccsscsncrsnnsssssossee 18

Detailed description of ressons why airoraft did not attmoki

1. A/0 42-39924 Sortie. Left formetion aftsr beins dispatched
because ofs (a) & 1 engine failure,

2. A/C 42497280, 4231068, 4238140 Yo Sorties. Imable to find
formation so returned to base before being dienztohed,

FPor the Commsnding Off{cer;

BARRY 71, ¥moad,
Lt., Col,, Alr Corrs,
Overations Officer,



ry™ e et &1
FEEUON 1 Lise

95th (Jomposite) Group Formation

b

|

o™

ATD 559

AT 0RERT W07 ATT2EIMD

Ae Humber of A/@
Tumbar of A/b

Im

¥iszion

TURS OBTH BOVPAPTMUNT ARDUP (M)

of

DECLASSIFIED

Nwl=lf

28 Anpil 1044

29 April 1944

&’Afin? Ol aecovsasssesssonsrnnos

Je A/7 Takin- 207 less umused B29r08ceeecseseses

n/;u

)
EY AR
¢

Thambher of

o Turhe

{ &/

ey WA Tyened
Tuher of A7 Disnatona  sasseeneasnesnesences

2 1
ﬁiwb&-fv'inf’:aoutocooo--o.coooitcuo

P e Nuwber of ‘ﬁ\,’/': Tobt Atbteokinrececssssnensrvases
of CortivBesesnconrsonsasscesesssenses

e Oetailed descrintion of reasons why sivera”™t

7

T*

1id

not atbank:

42«31987 scheduled to fly with this formstion took off late,

oould not find formstion so lew with the 95th 'sin “roun formation
with whieh it attacked the tarret)

Por the Tomrandin

Crficers

BARRY 7, TN
It. Col.,
Operati one

e

. *
“ir Corne,
“ficer,



DECLASSIFIED

't

" tAM 1 "A"
| MAIN GROUF
BLY

LoV

SCUTT

13 ‘78

pouzkry | ERAAAEL§°
10 | 63

72 1 Q5

H Q;&
70

i

SHOWLEN SLU-SLR

24 | 50

———

T AT T TATONTTIT YIS Ty IEL ST ST AT
WINETY vISTH B30I {GU
s O .

Uifics of the

AT At TS AT FE S e T oy p
GrOUr FORMGATTION URY.

LiaD

¢ UTCHFIE
14| 62
DELUCA HMRIGHT
25 } 80 72 4 64
BAG RBAUGH
15 ‘89

ﬁ&;@fl VILBE.G
78 % ¥4 ‘ 68
i

19 ' 24

PINAS GREENSALD
99 F& 72 .01

BACHUZE “ﬁﬁ’iﬂ
19 520

[PYOFS]

3 a
O

41%




DECLASSIFIED

—

£ NARA

Dat

B

DIAGRAM 1 "B"
9OTH HAIN GROUP
OVER TAROLT

s

SCOTT
1571 78

PSOTA _

DOATRTY |
72 | 32

72 105

LTI TATOSYIT TIOTY g T
WINeTY TFIovd sClseR
Uifice c¢i the voor
GROUE

(i

N
AV U L
s Olilcer

T LA T Y e T T
FuMtdn Looub U

e, -
LRl

CEUTCHEPIELD
14 562
ROSSETTY
78 ‘ 89
HAGENBAUGH
1s i89

DELUCA
25 3&0

i
o "'“T“““
l |
1 IGHT
7264

wish them.

Hit before target-__
dropped down to
low Group and bombed

(31

£9 april 19

HicH

HARRIS

81 i?B

SHELHAR
71 154

1
19 i 24
i
3 GREENYALD
‘ .

72 {01

BACHUZEWSKI
19 %29

BULLARD
l 73 34

TV QT e
DAL Ol
iz
[




DECILASSIFIED

RAM 2 "A"®
;Oﬁﬁ?%!'i‘a SQUADRON WINETY FIOTH D'\uddn;b” (1)

Uoerations Oliicwr

'4.

TEMBLY Gifice of tho

T
dateals

<
t,j
3
[aa]

- o . LEASERK _
| t ‘ 13’ 20
o e CIDNIKAF — _EXGNEY
' 1 18 (75 80 i 54
% | 15 |14
{

——— —— L JESKIR 8d with
| 18 1'78 | GROUP

)

~ n .

£

72;’5?

PR e

T e T

PP TSN S S )

(3T Wik da T TN TRy ™ T L 4
GrUUE PUNRMA L LUN FUR LA LE 22 ‘pzjl ]2 2



DECLASSIFIED

4K 2 “B"

COMPOSI 'E SQUADEONR
TARGETY

:

NINETY FIVTH EOM3ARDLILN
Gifice of the uperations

"y i

£ SN YL TR AL T TN T N TN
GROUY PFURMATION FORN

T LT
Ll

Bl

b |

19

Pt

DANCISIN  KINNEY
72T 67 50 | 54
H

DABER
15 114
H
LAJESKIE  RIBN
18| 76 16 |75

!

IR s RIS ITT 28
I;f.j_;ux SL.I.‘. i

]

2L
=

(N

)

SO0

2. [UR——

286

~
&~

o
}_J

44



%

a
= FORMATION DIAGRAM - N
3 '95TH BOMB. GROUP (H)
3 parE._e2 F = S-«Y
, T
CRuICH FrECD
| | ’F ) 6 2
Jce?t - - Pelec W!f/C#H A A /{
/ | i A5 z/cf / B o
| 3 /% éo \ Z/ets P/7F
Dohepty (TACoaLoN  HAEEAbaccw  Spremyy IS
72 o5 | N /63 W [5¥ ZIEY2
‘ -~ -
_HocT7 | FESSE ENGCLE
Y ¥ [0 X
. . , _ ,0*’"’"& - ~ ' A '
£F | JLvSSER NEELYXRTT . CREEx Wy L)
A ALY
, | ~—————~ ﬁ_i;ig_zfewr/r/
ABORTITE "< = f-) M 3¢0R S EXTRA A/C
MISSING el » 0SS eT?r TN |
—Q- | 2 /59 Sord  poLeAm

CHANGES



Z&
3

A

= 2 [L.F. ’ y , ~ FORMATION DIAGRAM

17, o :

SNz W 95THE BOMB, GROUP (H)

a ‘{4] — e 2 F= ¥~ ¢
e | : |
< . TIME

RIBM/IAR —_BERFRAN
6/ 75 /P )

LALER
s

Zh TESA /£ AL NVNESL
/J‘f/ 76 Fo/ &

DA KNCIS I

EXTRA | | | 701/ 57 _ EXTRA A/C

Mrssmic € | | B o

ABORTIVE

CHANGES : i ‘ : ‘ . ' -



STATION

19

DATE !'f—-g. qmiﬂf

LET | SHIF

1
PILOT

TiMa OFF

_nST

1467

Cf ’-’(IC#FIEI—U _ i

ey
I c{éa

/%‘5

3 5“@’ Gluo

2?
JS

-3 7
.)./

LT sy (e |

B34y

j’ K g7y
(N "l?a"é‘fﬁ““%'

<f /7&4

1?34 ~;:Y ‘W/i (.,J/

234 |
T
72
4l

pe e
335~

o fsf“%
&

35y
Yﬁﬁﬁ?-

1990 | Baopuzens|
Boeeand |

| Witlo#7 i SEN—

pr#uq& \mmimw
/537 ﬁwéw

!555@6fm;m"m4w_
Besselt |

_ACT | EST | ACT |

REMARKS

werz]

AEMPERT |

"?‘597"& .

'l ,
10631 |
i

ﬁ“aezs j

S
o) U115
=

| Trcolgor |

R

775 = N N
PR

oerty

legro; |
/s07]
fﬁezwf‘_$.m“

0657‘ ;._ o
QGJS

P )
'DlD ReT fETLUEN

)0(6 CeoldpP't Finvp FOEMATION

043G covenMT £ uD__ FORMATIO N

1¢5€‘

,1151/

4!5” -
ztO‘serouaour rliup /-ofemprrlop

| i B

Y620 {sDS. i o

wert ! sz - T
4 )

106y ISTY ] ~ L

Heklls | ers| ﬂ/sm o ;
B ‘ Q@)@‘f I 55‘ &_Wﬂmm ]
' E NoLE . TN _..ﬁ%)?’ L’¢53 }
(5ﬂ@ﬁwmﬂy e ;ﬂa@29$mww.4L§??me,w_w I R

T /663

-

EARCIEAN, 4y



STATION

DATE

b7 4y

e

JET | SHIP

=

7305

TIME OFF

ST [_ACT | EST |

O¢ o

s duso|
M 1320
[?K 1887
W /675
,/\ sy

WV gosy |
G 1876
?LTL_;Y??é 7

10T L

L
J Ig35q | StvdAle,
K
M

bﬁv’cﬂ@/"\
fGﬁNlr‘sMé

} L.,;fi)br -

e
H

l\ INNEY

ONowDEN
NEASEN f

L _6g37

REMARKS

-
i
?
|

! LAJcsmF
)4/\@5//4 "

| .
T I T s 1]
: :

Losserry |

10608 |

=GR he b

Me T RETYRWMND




HEADUA 5 58
RINETY FIFPH BOUBARDMENT GaOoUP (u)
Office of the Engineering Officer

APC 588,
29 April, 1944,

SUBJECT: Engineering jeport on Combat iiission 29 April, 1944,
0 ¢ COMANDING QFFICE:, 98th Bomb Gp (d)e Attn: Lt Col e RuIGnt,
1. The following informstion is subaitted concerning combat mission
of the 95th Bombardwent Group (d) on 29 April, 1944,
8. Swentyenine (28) B=-17 airplanes tookeoff,
be Twenty-three (25) B=l7 airplanes returned to bass after completion
T of mission, - ' ,
Ge 42~37088 & 42-51520 eare missing in action,
2., 7There were four (4) abortive airplanes,
@ 42-30924 « /1 engine failure,
be 4297290 « (ould net locate formation.
 Cs 42431063 « mmido and fluxgete compass inopsrative.
do 42+38140 - Could not locate formation,

3e Bat*%s}.é damage ie as follows:

e, 42-38178 = 2 feeder tank punctured by flak,
De 42-107164~ fiinor sheet metal demage.
O. 42-31589 = Left stabilizer end right outer wing panel demaged,
d, 42-37889 - Right wing tip demaged,
@, 42497264 - Right and Left outer wing penels damaged.
T. 42-31939 - Left outer wing panel demaged
Ee 42-97208 - Left outer wing panel damared.
o 42-31376 = Uil cooler {2 engine hit by flak,
T, 42-97232 - uinor shest metal damege.
g_’. 4251999 « Minor sheet metel demasze,
o 42-31676 - lilnor flak demage.
I. 42-31876 - Leading edge left wing demaged. Hinor flak damage.
m, 42-38064 - iinor flak damage.
@w -

%Eé;@?sﬁ? Minor flak damage,

CLA4BRCE D, FIELDS,
#mjor, Air Corps,
Base ingre (Officer,



HEADQUARTERS
By MARA Date §-(3-08 NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMANT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer Ewie26

29 April 1944

SUBJECT: Lead Navigator's Narrative, Ninety Fifth "A" Group, Mission
of 29 April 1944, Berlin, CGermany,

T0 + Commanding Officer, 98th Bombardment Group (H), 4.4.F.
le The Ninety Pifth "A" Group flying es high group in the Thirteenth

Combat Wing took off at 0620 hours and rendezvoused over BU #19 at 15000¢
cirsling around until group was flormed.

2e At O0BOO hours we were two miles enst of Lowsstoflt and hoaded
south to make contact with lead group. At 0815 hours we turned on a
westerly hesding to make good rendezvous point ¢ 1, However we were a
minute early and followed to the left of prescribed course making wing
formation finally at 0908 hours at 52358 O0l26E, approximately six miles
aagt of Uromer,

3. ¥%We crossed the Enemy comst at 0841 hours, five minutes late
about four miles south of course. ¥e continued south of course but make
ing good our I.P, at 1114 hours. Ve proceeded on briefed course and bomb-
ed primsry target.

4., After target ares we procesded back out always to the south of
briefed course and crossed the Znemy coast at 1408 hours at 5202% 04128
and started descent, i¥e crossed the English coast four miles south of
Southwold at 1447 hours and returned to our base,.

FLOYD R. GORMAN
, lst Lt., Air Corps,
L Lesd ¥avigator,

CONFIDENTIAL
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE
© AAFR STATION 101
APO 634

EIGHTH AIR FORCE NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS
327th Operation = 29 April 194 '
BERLIN

Twelve combat wings from the three bomb divisions of Eighth Air TForce,
with sixteen groups of USAAF P-47s, P-5ls and P~38s, and two squadrons of
ReioFo Mustangs as escort, were dispatched to attack the center of Berline
Fierce air opposition developed against 2nd Division B-24s and especially
against one combat wing of 3rd Division, which became separated from its
escort and other bombers and was finally forced to attack opportunity targets.
However, the entire force of lst and 2nd Divisions, and the main force of 3rd
Division attacked the city of Berlin, dropping over 1400 tons, mostly by
Pathfinder methods, with fair to good results.

The 3rd Division wings which sueccessfully attacked Berlin reported no
ailr opposition and the lst Division, which attacked next, reported only onee
minor attack. E/é accounted for 27 of the 63 bombers lost and intense
accurate flak over the target was responsible for 1l losses. In general,
enemy fighters appeared to successfully evade friendly escort. Although
groups escorting 3rd Division reported about 150 e/a sighted, many of these
‘remained high and refused to engage, and claims of the escort to 3rd Division
arc only 3-0-2 for air combats. Total air claims are U.-2-11, and claims of
7-5-56 are made for strafing attacks. Three P-33s and threc P-5ls of VITI
Fighter Command and seven P-5ls of IX Fighter Command are missing. Two of the
63 bombers lost ditched in the chamnel and crews were rescued. Bomber claims
have not yet becn evaluated.

BOMBER OPERATTIONS

Number of A/C
Unit (AB  Disp. Attacked — Lost) Primary 0. Te 's
;!._S_']l BOI"EB_D_:LY_. Primary OeTe's Ge Ps TeBe Go Pe TeBe
lst C.W. 5 52 51 0o 1 75 - 39 0 0
LOth C.¥. 61 5L 49 0 3 78 32 0 0
41st CoV, 66 58 55 0O 3 81 37 0 - 0
94th C.7. 60 50 48 0o 3 71 L3 0 0
Pathfinders 3 7 7 o 0 11 _ L 0 [o]
251 218 210 0 10 316 155 0 0
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Number of 4/C Ll B L NARA Dat 1/_.9

Unit (AB Disp.  4attacked  Lost Primary "~ 0, T.T's
g&@_@qﬁ_@ ,,D..I..Y.’ Pr'J.mL‘.Iy Oe Te 's Ge Po TeD5e Ge Po T.Be
2nd C.V L0 32 31 0 1 78 5 0 0
Uth CoVe 42 L0 31 0 9 78 5 0 0
20th C.Ve 82 79 76 0 7 o) 198 0 0
96th C.¥. 82 77 69 0 6 0 179 0 0
Pathfinders 6 5 5 0 2 2 _3 Q 0
252 233 D12 0 25 158 390 0 0

L 4 Caa 61 55 0. 32 18 0 0 5.8 32
LBCs% - 68 58 5L . 2 3 77 51 3000 -2
13th CeT. 62 52 19 o 3 T L9 0. 0
L5th C.T. . 66 5 52 2k 78 52 3 S2 .
PL thPinders g . 8 6 2 -0 6 0 2. -0 .

: 2%5 223 158 38 B® 235 152 56 . 3%
OPERATIONAL, P o Lo
TOT4LS 768 6797 580 38 - 63 709 697 56 . 36

BOKBING RDSU'L

Jcrla.n )

368 B-l?s and 212 B-2hs dro) )nea L0l x 1000 G.P. 16 x 500 G.P. - 706
tons GiP» - and 9239 x 100 I. B, 9)3 % H0C IeBe ~ 702 tons T.3. -.a total of
1408 ‘Lon@ -.on Berlln from 23,000 - 26,700 feet at 1116 ~ 1154 hour Three
lerge. conceutre tw ons fell in oentral Berlineg  The first was in the; area of the
bir I/Tlm,stry and chout one-hali of this l’xrgo building rceeived severe demege,
- end the south wing was buxmng tlercelj ¢t the end .of the attack. The sccond
. COnccnurutlon spread across the Toempelhof mershelling yord, and. cxtcndod to

the Anhalter Stotion where the mein RR Xines received hits, as-did. posglbly
the station. The third concentration £211 on the. hesvily built-up area on

the N. side of Tempolhof 4/F. inother lerge bomb pattern can be plotted on the
heavily built-up arca just ecst of Tempclhof 4/

‘Partial cloud coverage prevents detriled asiessment of the mejor pert of
. the atiack but uh(. folléwing crcas have been plotted in wn_lch bursts are-
observed. The mein reil line rurming' into Tempethof M/Y was cut in-the” south
outskirts of the city. Scveral concentretions fell in the Zellendorf district
and one large pattern in this areca is secn to cover on industrial-residenticl
districts Bombs also fcll in the Dehlen, Grunewald, Schonberg and Mpriendorf
districts. : ‘ , -

Megdcbutrg

2 B-17s dropped 66 x 1000 GuPe, 8 x 500 GoP» and 89 x 500 I.B. - 35 tons
of GePe and 22 tons of IT.B. - on Megdeburge Results arc unobsecrved.

Brandenburg

10 B-17s dropped 30 x 100 G.P.Nand 40 x 500 I.Bs =~ 25 tons « on Branden-
burg. Results arc unobserved.

A it Gt wam S o wead S ouem wdw
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Other Opportunity Targéts

4 B-17s dropned 12 x 1000 GePe ond 16 x 500 I.B. - 10 tons - on unidenti-
fied opportunity targets. Resulbs cre unobserveds

ENCOUITTERS: Heaviest e/a cttacks were made on 2nd Division wings, which flew
last, betweon Celle and the I.P. and on the route out, and on the 4 A Combat
Wing of 3rd Division, one of the leading B-17 wings, which beccme separated
from the remoinder of the Division and wos viciously ettecked near Magdeburg.
1st Division fomaotions, flying betwecn thce other divisions reported only one
weal ottacks The great majority of attacking e/o were FW-190s and le-109s,
which attacked in waves of 15 - 20, and were reported to use rockets and
aeriel bombs in o few instances, in adiition to connon and ma.chinc-gun fire.

The 4 A Combat Wing experienced difficulty with PFF equipmcnt and lost
visual contact with other bombers and fighter escort. Reaching the Magdeburg
area, the wing wes attacked by packs estimoted as totalling 100 c¢/a, which
attacked in waves from nose ond tails. Attechs were preosed home vigorously ant
closcly and lasted for cbout 20 minutes. This wring lost & total of 18 B-17s.

2nd Division formations reported flrot attacks by 60 - 100 s/c ¢/2 in the
Cellec aree, losting beyond the I,P, These c/h attocked in groups of 15 -~ 25,
cpproaching from the nose, passing through bomber formstiens and then concen-
trating on strogglers. After B-24s hed bombed, they were cttaclked by 75 - 125
¢/a between Henover ond the Zuider Zee, with esPc31Llly sggressive attacks by
30 - 50 s/e ¢/~ in the Dummcr Lake arcee Tactics followed the pottern pre-
viously reported. In one instance, several FW-190s were reported to hove
dropred aerial bombs from sbout 1000 fect ebove the formntion, the missiles
bursting immedintely above the B-2hs ond cppecring to hit two bombers.

REALSONS FOR F.ILURE TO BOMB: 40 B-17s and 21 B-24s failed to bomb = 16 B-l7s
end 10 B-24s duc to mechoniccl Or ecuipment foilures, 19 B-17s and 10 B-24is
duec to enemy cction, and 5 B-17s and 1 B~24 to othcr reosons.

CaSUALTIES: Persomel - 15 crew members were killed, 57 woundcd 625 cre
missing end 19 were rescucde

Equipment -~ 38 B=17s ond 25 B-24hs werce lost - 10 B-17s ond 1 B-2L
duc to ish, 10 B-17s #nd 17 B~2hs due to e/n, .2 B=17s and 1 B-24 to c/e end id,
and 16 B-17s cnd 6 B-2hs to recsons ur&JKNHL

Estimated Bottle Domnge ~ 229 B-17s and 114 B-24s Cgtogory R
end ".iC", 82 B-17s and 7 B-24s Cotegory "B" and 1 B-17 and 1 B-2j Category "E

ANTT-ATRCRLFT FIRT: Intense accurate flnk, of both b(rrﬂgc hnd predicted
following types wos reported in the RBerlin crea., Intense, accurate predicted
fire wos also experienced over Brunswick, Honover and lingdeburg.  Meoger to
moderate, generally insccurate flak wes reported over Ijmuiden, Quackenbruck,
Diepholz, Zwolle .and Nienberge Mire ot Dummer Lake was modercte to intense
end fairly accurate. 4 total of 10 B-17s and one B-24 werc lost to flak and
432 of the 679 bombers participating in the operation suffered minor or
major battle damoge, mostly from flok,
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WE.THER: 5/10 to 10/10 cloud was reported from landfall inland, WITI & Toovy
hoze over western Germoany which was instrumentel in the 4 4 Combat Wing being
seperated from other form:tions. 3/10 to 3/10 cloud preveiled in the target
arec, necessitating bombing with the cid of instruments in most cases, al-
though breaks allowed visucl observation of rcsults ond meke some photographic
cssessment possible.

£3

OBSERV.LTIONS: Smoke scrcens were noted ot Salzwedel, Osterburg, logdcburg,
Stendel, Brunswicik, Hoenover, Leke cres NW of Berlin, Osnebruclk, Rathenow,
Burg, Fallerslechben, Gerdelegen, cnd o smoke screcn with smoke pots slong a
highwey at Lekemvelde. ot 5239N - 1006E, an i4/F with 20 parked o/c wes sccn
Ln oppa rently new ficld with two new rumways and 20 a/c was also scen ot
opproximetely 5237N - 0600E. The ares cround Vittenbersze hod been flooded in
some places to o width of 10 miles. The folloving wes clso noted: 4O t/e
on tn .,/F ot Shonefeld; 30 4-cngine o/¢ on ./F north of Stendal at 1240 hours;
25 - 30 large e/~ on “/F t Burg ot some time; 25 large ¢/a or gliders on ./F
S-SE of Vechta ot 1055 hours; 25 large e/a on ./F at Potsdem just SE of Berlin;
and rbout 5 t/e or h-cngine e/o on u/F et Salzwedel.
FIGHTER OPERATIONS

16 groups (321 T -475, 155 P-51s end 117 P-33s) of the VIII FPightcr
Comriend, and 4 groups (99 P-4L7s and 84 3-515) of the IX Fighter Cormond fur-
nished continuous escort for these operetions. In addition, 24 P-5ls of the
R.8.F. provided escort, and 2 groups (48 P-47s) of VIII Fighter Comarnd flew
second sortles con;lstlng of swoeeps and area support. Determined e/
p‘)osltlon wos ‘cncountercd ot severnl points, especially by those groups
accompanying the 2nd Division. VIII Fighter Comxnd claims 8-1-7 in the air,
end 5-0-5 ot the ground for the lass of 3 P=bls and 3 P-38s. IX Fighter
Command claims 6=1- in the cir, —5—0 on thc ground and lost 7 P-5ls.

¢

VIII Flghtcr Commg nd A
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Unit’ Type of i/C Tyff)e“ of_'__ggjg_p_o_r_t_ No i/C on Mission Lost Cleims
65th Fighter Wing L S N
P-51 Pen. ,Tgt., & Withdrawal L3 2 5-0=3++
565 P47 iree. 2L 0 . 0-0-0
56+ P47 Withdravel 23 0 7 0=0-0
56B P-L7 _Remrod . . 24 o 0-0-0
568 + P47 . Tithdrewal 23 0  0-0-1
355 P-51 ' Pen. ,'I'O‘t. , & Withdrosrel L3 1 - - 1-0-0
3564 P=l/ Penctration 35 0 0-0-0
356B P-l7 Vithdrawal L6 0. . 0-0-0
h 261 3 601,
66th Fighter Ving

55 P-38 Vithdrowal 36 o] 0=0-0
784 P-4.7 Withdrcomal 48 0 0-0-0
78B P47 Withdrawel 20 0 0~0-0
353 P47 Penctrotion 31 0 0-0-0
357 P-51 Pen. ,Tgt., & Withdrawel L2 0 0-0-1
177 0 0-0~-1
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67th Fighter Ting

20 P-38 : V:Lthdr wal Ly

, o 0-0-2
352 P-51 Pen, Tgte ,& Withdrawml 27 0 2-0~2(1)
359 P-L7 Penetration 43 0 1-0-0
361 P47 Vithdrawal 52 0 2-0=0
36} P-30 Vithdrewal ' .37 3 2-1-3
T 203 3 7-1-7
Total VIII Fighter Command o4l 6 : 13-1-12
IX Fighter Comwnd
{0th Fighter \ling
354 - P-5l Penctre tion 39 3 6-1-4
358 P47 Withdrawsl : L9 0 0-0-0
362 P47 Vithdrawal : 50 0 - 2=l O+
363 P-51 Penetration - 45 b O=1=O++
| ' 03 7 86
Total USLLF \ 821, 13 21-7-16
Res.aFe P-51 2L 0 0-0-0
OPERLTIONLYL, TOTLLS 8483 13 21-7-16

+ TFlew second sorties.
++ On ground.
(1) 0-0-2 on ground.

“_ZE}.s_c‘:_ort to Boubers

Escorbeto lst Barbordmont Divisionie’Thc-3594h Group rendezvoused with the lst
Division Fortresses ot }“ornona ot 0945 hours ond broke off escort at Celle ot
101;.8 hours. BEight FW-190s cnd 4 Me-109s were intercepted after they had made
a pass at 3rd Division bombers, and onc ¢/a was destroyed. The 363rd _Group
(IX F.Co ) Joined the formction ot Dunmer Toke at 1020 hours cnd stoyed with
them until reaching Gifhorn at 1215 hourse The 357th Group met the bombers
in the Steinhuder Loke crea at 1020 hours cnd cscorted them through the target,
leaving north of Henover at 1230 hourse One of the two Me-109s engoged west
of Berlin was demaged, and no othcr e/° were scen in the cire. The 36LFth Grou
mede rendezvous neer Dummer Leke at 1028 hours and broke escort at Salzwedel ot
1130 hours. Nerr Steinhuder Leke the belly tan's were dropned to fight off
cttacks by ¢ formotion of 25 to 50 ¢/~ lasting from 1045 to 1125 hours.
Claims cre 2-1-3 for the loss of 3 a/c. The 78 B Group furnished withdrawal
support from south of Heonover at 1255 hours ond were thought to have left
the bombers south of Dummer Leke in & thick overcest. The 362nd Group (IX F.C.
met somc units of this Division northwest of Henover ot 1255 hours cnd es-
corted them uneventfully to south of Zuider Zee ot 1355 hours.

Escort to 2nd Bombardment Division:~ The 353rd Group rendezvoused in the

vicinity of Dummer Like at 1030 hours end contimued vith the bombers until
1105 hours at o position northeast of Brunswick. They were uncble to engage
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L0 plus e/a gecen flying south from Homburg et 1055 hours. —
(IX F.C.) picked up the bombers ot Dumner Leke ot 1035 hourse 30 plus Me-109s
and F-190s were engaged from Gardelegen to west of Berlin where they broke
escort at 1140 hours. The _5_5_’;_11}3{9% wes unable to locate the bombers and, as
the majority of planes werc hoving mechenicel difficulty, the group turned bacl
north of Megdeburg at 1116 hours. The 361lst Group errived at Steinhuder Loke
ot 1235 hours but werc uncble to find the Liberotors. One squadron ccocompenied
four combat wings of unescorted B-l7s to the cnemy coacst, while the remainder
swept the arca to the limit of endurcnce at 1315 hours. Two le-109s wecre cn~
countercd ond destroyed. Tne 56 B Group rendezvoused &t Durmer Leke ot 1335
hours and escorted Fortresscs and Liberctors of all Divisions to the nclghbor-
hood of Rotterdcm at 1450 hours. One flight returncd from landfcll to nca
Ouackenbruck to help stroageslers. The 356 B Group joined two boxes of L:Lberg tor
~nd threec boxes of Fortresses at 2 . point south of Dummcr Leke at 1345 hours
and cscorted thom uneventfully out over Dgmond &t 1440 hours and over the
North Sea until 1500 hours.

Escort to 3rd Bombardment Division:~ The 3561;1’1 Group provided uneventful es-
cort from nllmear at 0942 hours to Vie Lingen ¢t 1004 hourse The 4th Group !
took over herc and escorted the bonbers to the torget and boek almost to
Osncbruck without sighting ¢/o in the aire The 352nd Group made rendezvous
east of Celle at 1030 hours and continued escort on through the torget, break-
ing off ezst of Gardelegen. Two ¢/ were destroyed during engogements with
three formetions with no losses. The 355th Group et the bombers at Steinhuder
Loeke et 1030 hours, - One ottogk by 4 Fi=190s wos dlspcrscd ot 1045 hours, and
another by 75 ¢/a in thc Berlin arcae Aftor the torget, 25 le-109s were
driven off ncar Brunswick. Iscort wes broken at 1207 ‘hours, but they contimed
along the bomber streem until 1245 hours just west of Steinhuder Lelke. One
c/a wes destroyed for the loss of once The 20th Group passed. lst and 2nd
Division bombers on way to rendezvous, and ot 1110 hours also saw 50 Me-109s,
some with rockets. About 150 s/¢ ¢/o were notcd in form tions of 50 west of
the target but they recfused to enge ge. Eight e/n mede a diving poss at the
group cnd demeged two &/c.  The 78 4. CGroup mede rendezvous at 1235 hours east
of Hanover, and remained with the bombers until 1318 hours, probably north of
the Ruhr wherc intense, heavy flck scottered the formetion.. There were mony
strogglers, but no e/a secns The 3§u‘cb Group’ (IX e Ce ). furnished final with-
drawcl support without ineident, mceting the I‘ortrooses at 1257 hou rs cast of
Lingen. eAd lcnv:mg then at x_x,g1"10nd et 1329 hours Se -

Strgflng .c\.ttuCkS and, Flrhtr\r ObSCPV“tlonS

65th Fighter \Ilr_lg":- One section of the L;.’cn Group str"f'cd on umdcntlf'lcd AP
west of Berlin leaving five o/c burning. This proup also strafedthree trains
at an unidentificd mersholling ya rde : TR '

66th Fighter Wing:- Groups of this w:Lng rcnor‘ccd that ovorctst rcstr:.cted ob-
scrvetions. No strefing was rebortcd. ' -

67th Fighter Wing:- Onc flight of‘ the 352n¢ Group strﬂfcd an “/F in the Burg

~area, where 15 unidentified c/a and- 10 O'llCLG.E‘S were observed. .. section of
the 359th Group strafed the He nover I/I/Y, reportlng 13 locomotives destroyed
ond 6 demeged.

NOTE: The foregoing is bg sed on pt‘ellmlmry 1nfoz;m:tlon and should not be
used for record pux‘posos. o
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BIGHTH AIR FORC N'ARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS

jzﬂ’ch Oocratlon - 29/?0 Apml, 194)... - = >

N:Lght Leaflet Operatlon - France and Holland

-

. Four P—l?s of the L.22nd Squadron, 30 )th Groug, ls’e Bombardment D:.v::.s:.on, |
nvdrobped l, 060, OOO le flets over Prance and Holland at 2322 - 0052 hQurs from
22, 000 - 25', OOO feet, I\o enemy opnosltlon from ground or amr was xeportéd.
‘v‘.All afc returned safely. | ; | | o o
Le&gflets were ,dls‘txi“bufed as i“ollows:b e N g o L .

Locality Number.’of,AZC_:i -7 Type of Leaflets Nuniber of. L‘ea‘cﬁétgj;i .

! - " : : . ] , .
Meastricht + 1 - S, ~ USHI1O » . 80,000 Col
Eindhoven ' Us H 10 . o4o0,000 0 0 Lo "
Amsterdapts~. - \ C US'HI10 80,000, . E
Heerlem . ‘ . XEH1 - 'i- 40,000
Paris . 1 - US,F 103 = 160, 00, -
' Lille : o o " US F-103 ‘ 160 000 -
’Touzco:n..ng B : T2 o - 20,000
Marck .. omi2 o ' zo,ooo,
 Criel A . ¥ , 20,000 -
Abbeville, - - VLT R2 L 20,000 :
Amiens - ’ IR e b 4 20,000
 Armentieres ' : ST 12 - - © 20, 000
* Ypres o ‘ Ti2 ‘ 20,000
Lessines - E o, m12 o ~ 20,000
- Charleroi i oL T2 ' 40 000
Gembloeux . . oo L Ti2 , 20,000
Leyden - - R R S YUsSH 80,000
Groningen LS s .7 usHO - 80,000
Apeldorn S s US H1o . 40,000
, - S s (xBrwO 20, 000
Rotterdam ' T Y H.10 L 20,000
 Hague F S U %H 10 : o Eoiooo
oo, v . 1,060, 000
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