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HEADUARTFRS
MINETY PI¥ - ™ SOARDMENT GROUP (X)
office of the Operations ufficer

ARQ 559,
28 March 1944,

SUBJECT: Report of Oneratitns OHfMicer - Mission 28 April 1944,

T0 Comnanding Officer, 95th Bombaerdment Orsup (M), A.2.W,

General Yarrative. Twenty-onc Alr Craft ol the 95th Group took off
fron base at 0715 = 0731 hours. Group esserbly wis arfected at 2000' over
hase 88 palnned. By 0845 en altiinde of 13,800 had been reached over Spl 28.
8pl #11 was crossed at 20,000 at 0804 with group in good formation. A 360
turn by a group ashead forcad the u5th to continue past Spl #13 before leaving
the Enprlish comst at 30942ty - 037905,

Anproaching; the briefea [.P. it wus decided, due to riosua cover to
chanre the I.P. A break in Sho c¢louds was seen just as the ¥rench const was
sighted az 1022 hours. ESquudron peal off wes eflected at new 1,7, on flare
signal. The target arva was 5/10 - 8/10 cloud covered, thus lead Rombardier
did not dron. A/C # 7120 was kit by fiak and droppeid i%'. bombs on birbhing
run. "wo wingmen and A/L from L00th Group dropved on him alsn. Thae low
squadrsn made two runs on the target, buifai led to bomb due to ¢loud cuverage.

The French coast was recrossed at 49°23'N 01910ty aua lendfall nmade
on Enelisn coast w1 1112 hours at 6,000, ilandinrs were fron 1509 «1240 hours.

2. fAlrcraft Hot Attacking. TPwoenity-one Airceraft left tase shown in ati-
ached ztag mA. L£1L twent -one sircraft wero dispatched and are credited
with sortie Gloud cover prevented the tarrsot from belr s mithacked.

Aircraft # 7120 hit on tw> engines b flak on bneb rmmn and dropped
it's bombs. Three other Alrcraft, 7200, 2450, and 100th Group dropped on him
Aircraft # 1989 salvoed hombi in chanrel due to fire in bomb bvav. *“ormation
over target shown in diagrnm B,

4. Lost Adircraft. There were no aircra® losseg.

HARRY n. "PORORD,
Lt. Yol., &ir Corps,
Operatic s Officer,
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2nd Bombardment Diwision - Military Inotallatlon -

3rd

325th Operation - 28 Apr11 1944

Bombardment Division =~ Avord A/T.

Pas de Calais area.
Bombafdment Division -~ Military Inotallatlon‘-

Cherbourg area.

In morning and afternoon attacks four corbat wings of B-17s and three
of B-2Ls were dispatched on missions against Avord A/F and military install-

ations in the Pas de Calals and Cherbourg areas

was provided by eight groups of the VIII Fighter Command.
tary installations in the Cherbourg area prevented all but 15 a/c from attack-

ing and hindered photographlc assessment of results.

Escort to these operations
Weather over mili-

However, the Avord 4/F

and an important military installation in the Pas de Calais area were attacked
by a preponderant mumber of bombers dispatched and results were very good

on the former and falir on the other,

There was no enemy opposition to ‘the

attacks on the military installation and opposition to the a/c which went to
Avord A/F was slight, the heaviest concentration being 25-40 e/a in the target

area in weak and non—per51Suent attacks.

Four B-17s were lost, all to flak.

Three fighters were also lost, two on escort patrol and one from one of the
four fighter-bomber attacks which were carried out in concentration with the

main bomber operations.

BOIBER OPERATIONS

Bomber claims are not available.
the entire day's operations were 9-0-6, all on the ground.

Number of A/C Tons -
Unit (4B Disp.,  Attacked Lost) Primery
IST BOMB DIV. Primary 0.Te's GePe  I.B. Frag. G
1st C.V. 59 59 58 o 2 1 0 0
LOth C.W. 65 58 58 0 o] 65.7 37 3l
12, 117 116 0" 2 239, 37 3l
2ND BOMB DIV.
2nd C.W. 15 1 L .0 0 56 0 0
20th C.Vle 23 23 23 0 0. 88" 0 0
96th CoW.. 10 10 10 0 0 39 0 0 )
I8 L7 OE 0 0. 183 0 -0
3RD BOMB DIV. '
4th G 42 k2 O o o0 0 0 0
13th Cc.Wo 68 ~ 64 15 3. 2 45 0 ]
110 106 15 3 2 L5 C 0
OPFRATIONAL -
TOTALS 282 270 178 3 L - L6747 37 3h
CONFIDENIIAL

Fighter claims for

2 LB
0 0
o 29
0 0
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Avord A/F - Very good results.

116 B-17s dropped 348 x 1000 G+Ps, 438 x 300 GeP. and 680 x 100 frag-
mentation bombs = 273.7 tons = and 741 x 100 I.Bs -~ 37 tons between 1154 and
1203 hours from 14,000 to 17,000 fecte

Two concentretions of HeD. fell into the hengar and barracks area at the
southern edgce of the ficld causing extensive denmage. Four large double-bay
hengars rcceived direct hits, end one can be secn to be 50 percent destroved,
Two of thc hangers were burning fiercely at thc end of the attack. A fifth
hangar reccived a dircct hit necr corner with slight damage resulting.

Dircct hits also fell in the barrecks arcs where drmoge is considered severe,

A concentration of MH.E. also fell into the henger erca on the castern
edge of thce field cnd threc lerge hongers received dircct hits, of which the
first is completely demolished ond the sccond, 50 percent destroyede TeBe's
fell into the worl tshop-barracks arca and at lcest 1L barracks or workshops
rcceived dircet hits. Freogmentetion bombs covercd most of the disperscl area
on the northwestcri edge of the ficlds Five ‘#/c were visible on‘thc field
durlng the LtuucL, two of which ere burning and can be considered os destroyeds

Mlllt@ry Instul1 tlon —-Pks de Cwl ares. ~ Falr results.

L7 B-2he dropved 60 x 2000 GuPe cnd 246 x 1000 GoP. - 183 tons - between
1759 and 1805 houms from 21, OOO to 22 80 eet.

( Bombs fell in the terge t,grew, ‘but did not hit the most vital components.
Onc of the five v1th1 sectlons WS dumCCCd to & slight ’"tcnt.

Militery Instellation - Qb:gpourq_» Unlmown res ultso‘

B

15 B-~17s dropped 90 x 1000 GePe = 45 tons - between 1018 and 103) hours
from 21,000 to 22,200 fect.

Strike attaclk photographs show bombs in v101n1ty of target, but results
camnot be conclusively assesscd bCCudSb of’ )/10 clouds - +ound.deta11>1n.tgrget

'ureg has becn positively identified, ROWevET, |

Target of OUJortunlgy - Unmn‘vn Iesults.

.

Threc B-17s d”op‘ed 18 % 1000 GePo = 9 tons - on & ”/O in the Cherbourg
area ot 1035 hours from 22,000 fect.
LNCOUNTERS: Encmy air oprosition to the B=17s attacking Avord i4/F was slight,
cnd therce wrs no air opposition to cither the morning or rntﬂrnoonfkttacks on
militory installetions in the Pas de Calais and Cherbourg aress, No bombers
were lost during the day's opcrctions to encmy flﬂh r &ttacks..

Onc wing of the force ctiacking Avord A/F were bouncod by 25 to 4O Me-109s
ond FiT-190s cbout ten mimutcs pest the terget ot 4725N-0210E. Attacks lasted
for only threc minmutes. A moss attack wos made from 12 o'clock, but was not
prossed hone by 211 ¢/a, mony foiling to come vrithin .50 coliber rénge of *
our bembors' gunse However, onc repoit wes made of elght F7-190s breaking
through clouds bencath the formttlon nd elimbing ut””lvht up through thc
bombers0 Fi7-190s with irline cngincs were noted.

CONF
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REASQONS FOR FATLURE TO BOIB: 83 B-17s fn.llcd ‘Lo bomb - 1 B-l7 due to MeCNoIITeT
failure ond 87 B~17s becnuse of adverse wenther.

CASUALTIES: Persomnel - 12 crew members were wounded ond l;.l arc missing.
Juulpm_cnt - 4 a/c rore lost, o1l to Lh.
Lstimoted B ButLlc Domege - 82 B-17s end 19 B-2is suffered minor
demoge ond 15 B-l7s suffered mi.or oo TR ZCe

ANTT-ATRCRAFT PIRN: Moderate and feirly cccurate flok wes encountercd ot
Avord i/F, ccusing the loss of two B-17s. Plok was meoger to modecratc end
accurtte in the Cherbourg area cnd mecger and inaccurate over Guernsey Islend,
eccounting for the loss of two ediitional B-l7s. In the Pos de Calads arce
flak wes moderate, accurnte ¢nd predictor-controlled at the target; and-

moderate, foirly accurate between Calais and Grevelines,

[EATHER:  3/10 to 4/10 cloud at Avord A/F and considerable g,round haze made it
dlf’i‘lcult to positively identify iPI'se On route to end from the target, there
were scottered cloudse Weother did not offect mission to torget in the Pas de
Ccleis eares, but cloud cover obscuring target arecs in the Cherbourg area,
prevented 2ll but 15 o/c of one force from bombing cssigned torgets. Some
gsquadrons made two runs over torgets cwelting brcol::s without success.

OBSERVATIONS: There wes much cctivity obscrved ot Romorantin A/F. Approxi-

———r

metely 40 vehicles parked on becch, cnd 25 berges in the woter ot 5100N-0158E,
PIGITER OPLRATIONS
Eight groups, totalling 301 fighters provided escort for both the
morning and cftcrnoon bomber operations. An cdditioncl four groups totalling
158 Tighters, ccxrricd ocut fighlcr.bomber attac'zs on Tours, Chrtecaudun end on

unideniificd A/r rworthocs,u off Poris in conmnc’uon with thc bomber opersctionse

118 P«b7s nd F"’ P- ‘:»J.s of gix groups es cortcd the B-17s wh:Lch ottacked

Avord 4/%, noking claims of 3-0- -3 in stecfing ottocks for the loss of two
P-51ls. onc ol which wrgs .LO.)':]' to. fiak. Ones group of L6 P-4 7s =scorted the B=17s
which cttocked ¢ militery inste &1 ticn in the Cherbourg srce in the morning.

Mission was anvu_lt.fm cud thore were no claims or losscs. 50 P=47s of another
group escorted the B-2Ls in the Pas de Calais arco without incident.

Altogother threc fighters -rere lost, two P-5ls and onc P-30 while totcl
fighter claims verc 9-0 6 211 on the ground. :

-

Unit Typs of of /c Typc of ifission  No i/C on Mission. Lost Claims
65th Fighter wxng" , o . : '
3B T TR Pen. ,Tgt., & Withdrawel — 46 0  0-0-0
564 P-47 4ren Support 2l 0 0-0-0
56B P-47 . Arer Suppoxt . 2l 0 0=0-0
56 P-L7 . Dive-Bombing : 2. 0] 0-0-0
66th Fighter Ving 118 ¢ 000
55 P-38 Bombing 52 0  0-0-0
353 © PALT Dive-Bombing : 36 0 '1-0-1+
784 P-47 “Pecnetre tion 46 0 0=0-2+
357 P-51 ‘ Terget Supvort (4Avord) = 45 1 0-0-0
78B P-47 - - Withdrawel Support (4ivord) 2k 0 ' 0-0-0
203 1 1-0-3

CONFIDENTIGAL
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352 P-51 Area Support (ivord) L2

1 8«03+

20 : P-38 Bombing L7 1 . 0-0-0
361 P-L47 Close escort & aree support 50 o < 00-0
139 2 8-0~3

 OPERATIONAL TOTAL 360 3 9-0-6

+ on ground

Escort to Bombers

Escort to B-17 Force Assigned to Athtack Avord A/T.

The 78 A Group rendezvoused at 1048 hours and escorted the bombers to
Romorantin, leaving them after the 357th Group had taken over. No e/a were
seen in the air. The 56 A Group, on type 16 control, reached the Chartres
area at 0945 hours, vectored ezst and then south orbiting between Chaertres and
Orleans and patrolling as vectored. No e/a were seen in the sky, but through
a breck in the overcast, 20 plus s/e e/a were seen on the Orleans/Bricy 4/F.
Big fires were observed on the southeast side of Chateaudun 4/F. The 56 B
Group, also on type 16 control, made landfall in st Caen at 1034 hours, patrol-
ling uneventfully the Chalons, Le Mans, Chertres and Tours erecs. No e/a
were seen in the aire. The 357th Group rendezvoused with the bombers ot
Chateaudun =t 1118 hours, escor’clng them through the target area to 50 miles
southwest of Chatecudun at 1250 hourse South of the t"rrrct 10 to 20 s/e e/a
mede one head-on pase at the front box of bombers, diving 1nto undercast awy
from our fighters. Two bombers werc secn to go dowm near the target.s The
352nd: Groun, urder type 16 control, was vectored awey from their area as
briefed znd rendczvoused -rith two combat wrings in the vicinity of Vatan.
Escort was broken in the vicinity of Lisieux at 1300 hours. The 78 B Group
mede rendezvous 15 miles west of Chotecudun at 1235 hours, leaving them ot
1345 hours a few minutes before recching the English Coocst. No e/a were SCENe

Fighter-Bomber fLttacks

Choteavdun A/F: - Chateaudeun 4/F was atiacked by P=-38s of the 55th Group
using level bombing technique end P-47s of the 3535rd Group which dive-bombed
the target. P-38s attacked first, 49 a/c dropping 49 x 100 GePs = 24.5 tons -
with excellent results, pilots repor’clng that bombs saturated thc northeast
dispersal arec, Threc edditional P=38s acted as escort to the remainder of
the group. After the 55th had, dropoed its bombs, the P-38s circled the 4/F
rendering top cover to P-47s of the 353rd Group. 34 P-47s cach corrying

2 x 500 GeP. dive-bombed the terget with two additionel P~47s as escort.

65 x 500 GePs - 16.2 tons = were dropred with bursts rcported on the hangar
ares, southcast dispersal ond ammunition dumpe. After bombing, the southecst
dispersal ares was strafed with one unidentificd ¢/a observed to explode and
one t/e C/u. beliceved demogeds Fighters reported intense light flck in the
vieinity of the ficld ond one fighter received minor demoge. Mo ¢/ were met
in the air and only claims are 1-0-1 for the strofing attacks. :

Tours A/F:=- 35 P-38s of thc 20th Fighter Group dropned 34 x 1000 GeP. - 17 tons-
on Tours A/F with results rcportcd as cxeelicnte Level bombing technique was
used from 20,000 fects The only opposition wos by moderate, accuratc, heavy
flak over the target, and onc P-38 was lost to this fire. No claims crc mede.

— e e e e m — — —
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A/F Northeast of Paris:= 16 P-47s carrying fragmentation bo
corting P-l47s, 2ll of the 56th Group found their primery target, & French A/F,
cloud covered, snd dive-bombed an unidentified 4/F northeast of meas,
dropping 96 x 500 frogs. with unobserved resultse Neither e/a nor flck were
reported snd there werc no cleims or losses.

Strafing Attacks and Fighter Observations

65th Fighter Wing:- Pilots of the 56 4 Group rcported 20 plus s/e e/z on
Orleons/Bricy A;% and olso verified rosults of the ottack on Chatecudun /P
reporting lorge fires on the goutheast side of the field.

66th Fighter Wing:- One flight of the 786 A Group stinfed Chateaudun 4/F,
demnging 2 He-llls and 2lso shooting up & guord house and gun positions.
This group also reported buildings on the ficld badly demoged ond fires

still burning.

67th Fighter Wing:- The 352nd Group strafed two umidentified 4/Fs in the - ol
vicinity of svord, two i/Fs in the vieinity of Bourges and an i/F near
Chetecudun. The group cleims one s/c and 7 t/e e/a destroycd oend 3 t/e e/a
demeged by these cttacks.

NOTE: The foregoing is based on prelimincry informetion and should not be
used for record purposcs.
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EIGHTH AIR FORCE NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS ,

-526th Ope:ratlcn - 28/29 April 1941,_' _
nght Leaflet Operatlon - Frence, Belgium and Holla.nd. \‘ o L
Pive B--l?s ‘of '(:he h22nd Squadron, 305th Group, lst Bornbardment Dlva.sz,on;
drOpped 1, 640,000 1eaflets over France, Belg:um and’ qolland at 2331,. - 0110
hours from 20,000 tov 25,000 feet. One unidentlfled a:.rcrﬂft was observed at
| :491..2 0015E, but no a‘btacks Were ‘mades All a/c returned saf‘ely.

Leaf'lets were distmbuted as foll.lows.

i’;ocahtz; N \_mrmbe: of L/C / Type of Léaflets Number of Leaflets
intwerp 1 . xB8& 200,000 |
Brussels 1. . . XB 8 - 160,000 §
Malines ’ T | - 20,000 o
Lokeren . T S 20,000
Perts 1 » US F 104 50,000
B | | US F 91 50,000
. L e - US F105 120,000 -
N T e ~© US P 106 20,000
| . . usPFP10O3 . 40,000
‘ / ; i o ) g T ' V ’..
Orleans oor U FLO7 f 160,000
‘Nanf:es T US FB.O? 160,000 ‘
Lorient ' o (us B YO7 ’ N 240,000
| | . (BPW5 80,000
Zwolle. - . - 1 - T - - 20,000
awarden o . ST - 20,000 -
Amersfoort - \ - SR & S . 20,000
Dudzele | T11 20, 000
‘Turnhout T 1l 20,000 -
. Gheel . ‘ - T 1l , 20,000 °
Selzaete S T 1l : . 20,000
- Allmear . T « 20,000
TOTALS 5 | ST 1,640,000 -
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