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HEADQUARTERS ‘
HINETY PIFTH BOYBLHDMKNT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operutlons Officer

APO 559.

SUBJECT: Report of Operutions Qfficer, Mission of the morning of
27 April 1944.

TO :+ Cormanding Officer, 95th Rombardment Group (), APO 559.

l. GENERAL NAR:UATIVE: The 895th Oroup formation took off
at 0700 - 0715 hours, and mude normal sssenbly &t 2000' ubove
base. The formation was assembled by 0724 and immediately began
climb to bombing altitude. The {irst control point, Splasher
8, was reuached four minutes eurly, a«t 20,000!', and C850 hours.
Splasher 11 and 13; the next two controls, were also cirosased
four minutes sarly, at 0907 and OY28 respectively. However,

& sweeping turn was made to the Bill of Portland and the English
coast crossed at 0940, one wminute early, at 20,0007,

Flight across the channel was aa briefed - the I,P,
reached at 1001, and sqguadrons took interval in order of lead,
high, and low. The lead squadron's bombs were away at 1009
hours. The hirh and low sguadrons bombed and reformed Group
fornation at Rally Point. Descent was begun at enemy coast at
1012 hours. English coast was recrossed at 1041 hours, at
8,000'., Rase reached at 11356 hours - and landing effected
1138 - 1215 hours, ‘

2. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING: Twenty-une alrcraft lelti base
in the formation shown in the attached diagram "AY. All alr-
craft were dispatched, attacked target, and are coredited with
sorties., The formution over target is shown is attached
diagram "B".

3. LOST AIRCRAMP: ¥None,

HARRY G. MUHMFORD,
Lt. Colonel, Air Corps,
Operations Officer.
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None,
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ATR FORCE { Ty
AAF STATION 101 . SRS
APO 63l

EIGHTH AIR FORCE NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS

322nd Operation = 27 April 194
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS ~ PAS DE CALATS AND CHERBOURG AREAS

Eleven combat wings, totalling 393 B-l7s and 203 B-2is, escorted by 262
P-47s of VIII Fighter Command, were dispatched to attack 25 military install-
ations in the Pas de Calais and. Cherbourg areas. Weather was generally clear
but a heavy ground haze prevented a few sguadrons from identifying their tar-
gets. A total of 1,847 tons of G.P. and SeA«Ps bombs were dropped on 21 pri-
meyy targets and 3 other military installations. First phase photo interpre-
tation indicates excellent results on four, very good on four, cood on seven,
fair on three, poor on five, and upknown on one. No efa were encountered
but flak was intense and accurate and accounted for the loss of three B-17s,
one B-~Z4 and one P-47. In addition, one P-51 was. ‘lost due to engine failure.-
Fighters claimed three e/a damaged on the ground,

BOMEER - OPERATTONS

_ Number of A/G Tons of GePs
Unit (AB  Disp. Attacked Lost) ' Primary Qe Te 's "
15T BOMB_DIV. . Primary OeTs 's : ‘
L1st CeWe 65 57 53 0 1 581;.
o . 126, 5

L0th CeWe .63 56 37 0 0 142, 8
hth CeWe_g2 S 36 8 9 U345 12

- 250 206 133 . 18 2 5248 72

2ND BOMB DIV,

2nd Ce'Wy 55 5 45

9 0 176.5 36

Uith CeWe 38 38 27 0 1 81
20th CeWe 56 52 L0 0 0 160
96th CeWe 61 59 L0 0 0 177:5

210 203 160 ) 1 595 36
3RD BOMB DIV.
Lth CeWe 6k 63 40 0 1 160 0
13th CeWe 68 63 63 0 0 248, 3 0
45th CoWe_69 61 _5__2 0 0 211,0 . 0

01 187 15 0 1 6ig.3 . D
OPERATTONAL. e _
TOTALS 641 596  LA49 27 L 1739.1 108
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BOMBING RESULTS: 289 B-17s and 160 B-24s dropned 84 z 2000 tons GeFs; ToTT
x 1000 GePs, and 4399 x 500 G.Ps - a total of L347.1 tons-on 2. military
instellations in the Ped de Calais and Cherbours areas = with cxcellent
results on four tarsets, very sood on four, oood on 7, fair on 3, poor on
5, and unlx.novn on- one.

CONFIDENTIIAL

st

ENCOUNTTRS: There was no cnemy air Opposn.tlon to this operation, although four
F7-190s were reported seen by one sroup over ong of uhe 1nstall'x’clons in the
Pas de Calais area,

REASONS 707 FuILURL TO BOMB: 86 B=17s and 34 B-2s failed o bomb = 10 B=17s
and § B-2is duc to mcchanical and equipment failure, 21 B-17s and 9 B-24s due
to weatnor, 1 B-17 to cnemy action smd 54 B-~17s and 19 R=~2hs due to other
reasonss -

CAStLéQT]IES_.: ' Persomel - 1 crew Wﬁv sme iled, 26 were wounded and 40 =re
missinge,

,g_ytggggpe t -3 B-17s and 1 B-2 were lost, 211 due to AA.
) - _bstimated Battle Damage ~ 171 B-17s and 74 B-21+S Cate OI'.Y "A" and
"ACY, '5 b-l?s Category "B" and L B-24 Category "E%.

ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE: Flak from three Cherboury installa’cions was intense and
accuratee FPire from the Pas de Calais installations was generally meager to
moderate and accurate. Very accurate, moderate tracking {ire was expericnced
at Ste Omer and Cherbourg, and ground rockets were observed at Dieppe and Olse-
mont.. Two bombers were losf to flak in the Cherbours area and onc to flak in
the Pas de Calais arca. .

UEATH'R: In the pas de Cclais area, the weather was generally clear and.had no
‘effect upon the mission, cxcept in the case of one squadron which wasuundble to
bomb because of the sround haze at Moyenneville. Whilc CAVU conditiéns prevailed
at some tarscts in the Cherbours area, at others a very heavy ground haze eaused
some squadrons to moke a s many as five bombins runs and prevented three.squadrons
from identifying their target in time for o bombing rune .

OBSLRVATIONS : Immediutely south of the bay at Poink Feut-Banc; lonc.strips that
looked like strip mining, with many trucks moving sgbout wore observed, and a
concentiation of smgll boats of Point Hout-Banc itselfs It was reportcéd.also:
that Tatten appea red to be better camou fleged than shown in ~hotogranhs, . Mobile
suns belns moved alony, the beceh from Dunklrk towrd Calais were noteds The
harbors at thesec *71 ccs were Trce of shinoin:. It was observed.thot thee«land
around Ttaples wes being Tlooded. Construction work wos ik progress at -approxi-
mately 5021;.13—01)63, vith many squarc buildings being crectods

FIGHTER OPTRATIONS

Area support for the operation was provided unevcntfully by 9 P-h?s from s
three groups of VIII Fighter Commend. No e/a werc scen and there were nd -
crsunlbics. Proc lance suport under itype 16 control was.-given by an adaltloml
four oroups, totalling 168 P-47s, of the same Gommands No o/ a were secn in the
cir by any of thesc ~roups, but one group strafed Boaumont-sur-Oise A/Fe
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In =dditiom, thrcc groups - 28 P-5ls and 102 P-38s (including two as
escort) - werc dispatchcd on fizhter-bomber attacks esainst airficlds in France)
and two zrouns - 40 P-5ls ond L7 P-33s - on sweeps. In all thesc operotions

only two fichters were lost - one P=47 ond one P=51. Tscorting Tishters nmedc
the only ¢/r cloims - £-0-3 - ¢1l on the srounds

VIII Firhter Command
Unit Type of 4/C Type of '3U“l7°.lf.§. Nos A/C on IHssion L.Oit_ Claims

65th Fichter Wing
56k PL7 Arca, 2 0 0-0-0
568 P47 Arce 2L 0 0-0~0

66th Fishter Wing

785 BT Pree lence L9 © 0 ' 0-0=-0
8B P-L7 Prece Lonce ‘ 23 0 0-0-0
353 Pl Free Lance I L5 -0 - 0=0=0
361 P-47 Trece Lonce 51 1 0=0=34
55 . P-38 Fichter-bomber ' 5l 0 0-0~0
357 P-51 Swen ’ 45 1 0-0-0

: ’ Z70 "2 0-0-3

67th Fightor Wing I .
359 ey __ Arca L6 0 0-0-0
20 P=-38 © + Pightcr-Bomber 3 -0 0-0-0
352 P-51 '.blgntcr—Bombcr 20 0 0-0-0
36l P-33 - Swecp 47 0 0-0-0
« - : 169 0 0-0-0
OPERAMIONAL TOTALS - - 487 2 0-0-3

+ On the ground.
BOT R I‘SCODLT

The 56 A Group made 1 na[ﬁ 1 ln z:thcrcl‘;-suf—}"cr, proceeded to the assigned

cree ond thore medc 20 to 30 orbits without signting any ¢/re  Intcnse, heevy
flok, cecurate ot the bombers! level, was obscrved ot Abbeville. - The 56 B Group
mede lendfall in ot the semec place and llLCW:L sc made 20 to 30 orbits over thoir
assirnced erco, but sighted no c/a., Flox between Dunldrk ond Celsis was reported
as the heoviest snd most cccurntc cxperlencc-d Jy this group. The 359th Grou

ales providing arca support, mcde lendfell in ot Piville., Squedrons were de=-
ploycd one coch to the western, control and costecrn portions of the assighed arca.
Mo ¢/o were sighteds.  Verticle visibility wes poor in the jou.Logne—J-.bbev:Lllc
arue, dine to grounld hoze cxtending up to 7,000 foct. Ioderate, heavy flok was

M

chesurved on ouxr bormbers ot Rouen, ond intense heavy flok at Abbeville.

ALshouoh some gquadrons of the 78 A Group, giving free lonce support under
16 eonbrol, swept the Beauvels aree and bhe arec west of Reims, they saw
o bhc verious 4,/¥s. Two P-47s werc damaged by the heavy accurcte flek

eville. Tho 0B Group swept as for s Poris but sighted mo ¢/a and
CONEIDENTIAL
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encountered no flake The 353rd Group likewise sighted no e/a. One flight of
P-L7s of the 36lst Group strafed the A/F at Ltempes/iondesir, shooting up four
hangars and a row of workshops. lio ¢/e and no flak were encountered there.

The group reported the following observaticns: One t/e e/a on Villacoublay £/F,
six unidentified e/a on an A/F near Gutervilie, 30 miies north of Orleans and

15 plus He-1lls and JU=i0s on [tampes/iondesir A/F.

FIGHTER-BOMBER ATTACKS AND SWEEPS

Finding the primary coversd W I8/10 cloud, the 20th Group turned north
and bombed Albert/lleaulte 4/F fros 20,000 feet and then strafed the fields 71 X%
1000 1o, GePo bombs were dropped an fhas A/F frem 20,000 feet, with excellent
results reported. 1 x 1000G.F. Ytidy v Jetdisoned in the Channel, 2 x 500 G.P.
vorbs were jettisoned. southeas$ #f Liveptflgavlte A/F, and L x 500 G.P. were
returned to base,

The 55th Group, comprising 54 P=30s, with ¢ P«30s as escort, bombed thé
Roye/tmy &/F from 17,000 fect, with excellent results, 103 x 1000 G+P. bombs =
51.5 tons - were dropped; 2 x 1000 (.Ps bembs were returned to basey and 1 x 100C
bomb was jottisoned as a result of & shackle malfunction. With the exception of
a few bursts, all the borbs were seen to fall in a concentrated arca about
1000 x 600 yards in the southwest corner af the dispersal area. Heavy flak at
the target was skillfully avoided. Flak &t Amiens was moderate, heavy and in-
accurate, Two t/e e/a were seen on the east-west runway at the target,

28 P-51s of the 352nd Group dive~-bombed Cormeilles-en-Vexin (Pontoise) A/F,
‘dropping 36 x 500 G4P, with falr resultss Bomb hits were seen in the dispersal
area in the south end of the field, on the sputh runwagy, and on the northwest and
southwest corners of the field., The dive was begun at 16,000 feet, and the bombs
released at 9,000 feet, 15 bombs were jettisoned - 13 in the Channel, 2 in a
‘field by an aborting afc. 3 a/c aborted, carrying 6 bombz. No e/a wecre seen.
licager, inaccurate flak was encountered over the target.

The 357th Group swept the Courtrai-Reins-Orleans areas uneventfully. No
e/a were seen in the air, but 5 t/e e/a werc observed on an i/F west of Reimse
About 12 barrage balloons, evenly spaced in a ¢ircle and suspended over both
banks of the¢ Loire River werc seen 3 miles southwest of Orleans. One P-L47 was
lost duc to engine trouble. The 36hLth Group made landfall in at Trouville and
swept the areas west, southeast and north of Faris without incident. ilaking
landfall out, the group scattered butween Fecamp and Calais and swept over
numerous A4/Fs, including Vendomc, Belleville, Hendesir, Lo Dourget and St. Aubin,
seeing only 2 JU-88s on lLondesir A/Fs The group also swept the Reims area,
but saw no ¢/a. liany of the 4/Fs werg obscrved to have numcrous covered rovete
ments and effective camouflage.

NOTE: The foregoing is based on preliminary information and should not be
used for rccord pusposes.
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