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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 559.
28 April 1944.

SUBJECT: Report of Operatlons Officer, Mission of 26 April 1944,
Falleseleben, Gr.

TO ¢+ Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group, AP0 559.

l. GENEKAL NARRATIVE: The 95th Group formatlon took off
at 0501 - 0525 hours to form the lead Group of the 1l3th Combat
Wing formation. Assembly was made at 10000' over the base at
0600. ‘At this time climb was started to rendezvous altitude
of 20000', The first Combat Wing control point at Manningtree
was crossed at 0704 at 20000' with the 100th as low Group and
the 447th as high Group in sight. Course then flown through
Buncher # 22 and around to Buncher # 12 for Division rendezvous.
Buncher # 12 was crossed at 0714 at 20000', The 4th and 45th
Combat Wings apyeared to be a little late at this point. Course
was then set through Buncher # 9 and on to Lowestoft. The
English coast was departed at Lowestoft at 0733 at 20000' with
the Combat Wing 1n formation, having closed up better by this
point,

The enemy coast was crossed on course at 52040' - 04938'E
at 0815 at 20000'« The briefed route was then flown into the
target slightly north of course to stay out of prop wash., A
10-10 undercast started at 08000'E and continued on through
the target aresa,

At the I.P. the decision was made to bomb the secondary
(Brunswick) on P.F.F. The P.F.F. equipment in the lead of the
13th Combat Wing failed so bombs were dropped on the smoke bombs
of the preceding Combat Wings, in the mldst of the flak.

Route nome was flown slightly north of Lriefed course
with the 1dth Combat Wing following the 4th and 45th Combut
wWiniss on this course. Correction was made to the south over
the Zulder Zee uand enemy coast was crossed on course at 52037! -
04037'% at 1111 at 19500°*,

Descent was started at mid-channel and the Engllish coast
was crossed at Lowestolt at 6000' at 1159. The 95th Group
returned to base landing at 1213 - 1236 hours.

2. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING: Twenty three (23) aireraft
including one P.F.F. and two spares left the base in the
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formation shown In Diagram "A". Alrecraft No. 42-31376 and 42-
7894 returned as unused spares, thus twenty one (21) aircraft
including one P.F.F. were dispatched, and are credited with
sorties,

0of the twenty one (21) alrcraft dispatched, aircrart No.
42-37376 left the formation at 52043t - 05921'E due to an
engline cutting out and returned to the base,

Of the twenty (20) alrcraft left, alrcraft No. 42-32447
dropped bombs at 52°940' - O8C30'E due to an englne fauilure.
This alircraft did not lsave the formation, and completed the
trip in hls assigned position. The formation over the target
is shown in attached Diagram "B",

3, LOST ATRCRAFT: No alrcraflt were lost from $5th
Group formation.

HARRY G. MULFORD,
Lt. Colonel, Air Corps,
Qperations Officer.
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HEADVWATTTRE OB6TH BOUDATITNT GROUP (H) 25 208 11
AP) 569
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AIRCOATT NOT ATTACKIC

Miasion of 28 April 1944

95th Group Formation
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Humber of A/C Sohedulndeevssrsrcansssrcssas
Humber of &/:: Takiny Offesseersercsscceaces
A/C Taxing Off lesr urmmused 378T8u.rerecess
Hunber of A/S Tisnstohedsesresvenacnevsores
Yurher of A/c Attﬁckingiidﬁltvltnonpaaaobea
Fumber of A/C Hot Attackingeseeseceresrssse
Humber of 3ortiesecesesssnscesssscnovacerne

2, 2 Spr s and ) PV
20, 2 Spares and 1 PFP
20 end 1 ¥FP
20 and 1 VW

1% and 1 7F7

1
20 and 1 VP

Detailed description of reasons wvhy eircra’™t 4id not attacks

1. A/" 4297578 aor‘hiy. Jert formation mftsr being dissutohed
because of1 (a) ' 1 engine sutting out.

Por the Commanding 0rficery

n’%?qﬁr I‘l %-rw LTt -»~,

.ut. Col.’ Qil" CO!"M.
Omerctiong O Moor,
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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT ORCUP (H)
OFPICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

26 April 1944

Crew Comments and Suggestions.
Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb. Group (H), APO 559,

Stop having pancakes for brsakfast hafore misslons.

?hey cause cramps, make many men sick. (Compluints by nine

crews ).
2

bothered
3.
4,
S

S8ilver lesad ship reflected sunlight so badly 1t

crews behind,

Good formation.

On such early mission the sun 1s directly in the eyes.
Give crews at least some idea whether they can

expect to fly.

Ge

end got little sleep.

7o

landing.
8.

e

10.

1l.

12,

#13.

by chaff
14.

another place to put chaff out.

Pilot and Co-Pilot were kept &t critique till 28200
Had to get up at 0200. A/C 1600.
Had to walt an hour for trucks at hardstand after

Had to walk to mess,
Why does route always go over Hanover?
Had to get up too early for this mission,
Hot enough oxygen for the trip.
Want a G-box in A/C 1878,

Can't see anything from radio room.
chute. Need window,

Chaff fouls left walst gun,

Vision blecked
Suggest providing

15, Ammunition boxes not full.

16, Ball turret gunners aren't in turrets over enemy
territory.

17.

is making a rat-race out of this equipment busfhness
of A/C 7407 lost all his, P s

the truck when crew rode

Taking equipment from one briefing room to the other

Engineer
and someone else's equipment was in
out to hardstand,

{# Indicates reported by more than one crew).

JAMES R. STEPHENS,
2nd Lt., Alr Corps,
Ass't, S-2 Officer,
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EIGHTH AIR FORCE NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS

319th Operation ~ 26 April 1944
BRUNSWICK

Ten combat wings totalling 351 B-17s and 238 B-24s, suprorted by 18 USAAF
fighter groups and two squadrons ci’ RAF fighters, were dispatched to attack
aircraft rlants ard airfields in central and western Germany. A heavy overcast
rrevailed over the continent, making visual bombing of primaries impossible, and
five B=17 wings bombed the city of Brunswick, their secondary target, using
Fathfinder technicue, One combat wing of B-17s attacked Hanover through clouds,
aund all B~24s returned without bombing, An additional B-17 wing, assigned to a
transportation target in western Germany, was recalled while over the Channel
due to weather, ‘

The operation was noteworthy for the total lack of e/a opposition to both
fighters and bombers, and the fact that there were no bomber losses, Although
there weve o heavy clouds or other weather corditions which prevented flying,
a total of less than 20 e/a in all were sighted by crews, and none attacked,

In addition to fighter escort missions, one group of P-38s bombed an airfield
av Le Mxas with unobserved results, Fighters supporting bombers claim two e/a :
destroyed on the ground, One P-38 amd one P~51 of VIII Fighter Command and three

P-5is or IX Fighter Command are missing,

BOMBER OPERATIONS

Number of A/C Tons
Unit (AB Disp. Attacked Lost) Primary 01,8
25T BOMB DIV, Primery 0,T,s G.P, I.B, G.P. LB,
1st C.W, 56 56 0 56 0 0 0 82.5 L6
40th C,W, 61 52 0 51 0 0 0 85 32
94th C,V, 1 54 0 53 0 0 0 87 32
FFF 6 __6 Q _6 I8 0 0 L S O
184 168 0 166 0 0 0 269,5 110
2ND EOMB DIV,
2nd C.W, 68 65 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1th C.W. 55 5/, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
20th C.W, 49 45 0. 0 0 0 0 0 0
%th C.W, 80 74 0 0 9 Q 0 [ Q
252 238 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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Number of A/C Tons

Unit (AB . Disp. Attacked Lost) Primary 0,TI.s
3RD_BOMB DIV. Primary  0,T.s G,p, 1B GP, LB
4th CW, - 61 59 0 57 0 0 0 %3 . .0
13th C.W, 65 = 62 0 60 0 0 0 57 . 86
45th CW, 69 58 0 57 0 0 0 11 0
PFF 4 4 -0 4 9 0 e —4 -9
199 183 0 178 0 0 0 345 86
OPERATTIONAL
TOTALS 635 589 0 344, 0 0 0 614.5 196

BOMBING RESULTS:

Brunsw1ck (City) - Unobserved,

292 B-l?s ‘dropped 1080 x 500 GP and 433 x 1000 GP - 486 tons < and 3190
x 100 IB - 195 tons at 0948 - 1020 hours from 17 AOO = 24,200 feet, TFFF crews
report that equipment was working efficiently and believe that the city was well
hit, 384,000 US G 35-36 type leaflets also dropped on this target,

Hangver (City) - Unobserved,

L7 B-17s dropred 232 x 1000 GP - 116 tons at 1008 - 1020 hours from 18,500 -
21 qqo -: IJ 7N )

Targeits of Oorortunity - Unobserved,

A e e e

5 B~17s dropped 14 x 500 GP and 16 x 1000 GP - 11,5 tons - on unidentified
opportunity targets.

ENCOUNTERS: No e/a attacks were reported by bombers and only 17 e/a in all were
reported sighted,

REASONS FCR FATILURE TO BOMB: 7 B-17s and 238 B-24s failed to bomb - 6'B-17s ard -
3 Belig due to mechanlcal or equipment failure, 234 B=24s due to weathor, and
1 B-I7 and 1 B~24 to other reasons.

CASUALTIES: Pergonnel - 1 crew member was killed and & were wounded,
Equipment - Losses are nil,
Estimated Battle Damage - 114 B-17s and 35 B-?As category "A" ard
"AC", 10 B-17s category "B",

ANTT.-ATRCRAFT FIRE: Moderate, intense and fairly accurate gunfire was experienced
at vhe Dummer Lake area, Linden, Oldenburg, Osnabruck, Quackenbruck, Celle, ‘
Ijmuiden, Egmond, and Brunswick., Meager, mostly inaccurate flak was reported
from Vechta, Haarlem and from flak ships at 5237N - 0420E, Intense, accurate
barrage was reported over Hanover, A barrage of up to ten ground rockets was
reported from the Brunswick area,

WEATHER: 3/10 to 5/10 clouds were encountered over the English Channel and 8/10
to 10%10 undercast prevailed over the entire Continent forcing the Liberators
to abardon the mission and the Fortresses to bomb secondary targets with the

CONFIDENTIAL
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OBSERVATIONS: 15 barrage balloons were observed over Marken Islahd, in the
Zuider Zee at an altitude of 4,000 feet, 12 e/a seen on the Amsterdam/Schipol A/F,
A well-camouflaged A/D was reported at 5238N-0622E, with 6 a/c on the runways,

FIGHTER OPFRATIONS

Fighter groups suprorting the bombers reported no e/a sighted, despite flyable
weather over the Continent, Eleven groups of VIII Fighter Command totalling 238
P-47s, 90 P-38s, ard 39 P-51s, one group of 43 P-51s of IX Fighter Commard and 24
RAF Mustangs directly escorted the bombers, while four groups of VIII Fighter
Command, totalling 118 P-51s, and 43 P-47s, and two groups of IX Fighter Commard
totalling 73 P-47s, flew supporting sweeps along the bomber route, On the escort
missions there were no claims, but one P-38 and one P-51 of VIII Fighter Command
and three P-51s of IX Fighter Command were lost, On sweeps there were no losses,
and two e/a were claimed destroyed on the ground by an VIII Fighter Command group.
All other groups participating, however, were prevented from making strafing
attacks by the heavy undercast,

In addition to the bomber support missions, 51 P-38s of the 55th Group carriec
out a bombing attack on the airfield south of Le Mans, after finding their primary
target cloud-covered, This mission also was uneventful,

- VIII Fighter Command

Unit  Type of A/C  TIyre of Support No, A/C on Mission  Lost  Claims
65th Fighter Wing | | |

4 . P-51 Sweep N 38 0 0~0-0
56A . P=47 - Ramrod, Target & 24 0 0-0-0
- o - Withdrawal -
56B  P-47 Ramrod - Target . . . 24 0 0-0-0
355 P-51 'Ramrod, Penctration & 39 1 0=-0-0

| , Target & Withdrawal | | |
356A P-47 - Penetraticn & Target 26. 0 0-0~0
356B P=47 - Penetration 14 -0 —0-0-0
~ . . o 165 1 0~0-0
66th Fighter Wing - o ,
(55 (P-38 (Fighter-Bomber attack 32 0 . 0=0-0
(55 (P-38 - (Escort to above . 18 0 . 0-0-0
(55 (P-38. (PR U | 1 0 ~ 0-0-0
78A P=47 \ Penetration 45 0. - 0=0=0
788 P=47 . Penetration 21 0. . 0-0-0
353 P-47 Withdrawal ' 47 0. 0=0-~0
357 P-51 Sweep 47 @) 0-0-0
351 P=47 Sweep o _43 _0 2-0~0 *
: o - 254 0 2-0-0
67th_Fighter Wing , o
29 P-38 Withdrawal : 48 0 0-0-0
2g P47 . Penetration 37 0 0-0-0
354, P-38 . Withdrawal . 42 1 0=0-0
352 P=51 . Sweep 33 0 0-0=0
. 160 1 0-0-0
Total .. .579 2 2=0-0
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Unit Type of A/C Tyre of Support No, A/C on Mission Lost Claims

70th Fighter Wing

354 P-51 Target 43 3 0~0-0
362 P-47 Sweep 38 0] 0~-0=0
365 P-47 Sweep ' 35 0 0-0-0
| | 116 3 0-0-0
Operational Totals 695 5 2-0-0

* Destroyed on ground, -
(2 Squadrons RAF P-51s) (24) (0) . 0-0-0

BOMBER,_ESCORT

Escort to_ lst Bombardment Division: - The 356 A Group rendezvoused with bombers. at
0840 hours, but discovered that they were with the wrong A,T.F, They back-tracked
and found the 2nd and 3rd Air Task Forces mixed up and difficult to distinguish
becegnse of the clouds, Two combat wings of the 2nd Air Task Force were finally ‘
joined, and the 3rd Combat Wing was picked up just short of the target, The group
split up attempting to escort the bombers as assigned, but the group leader of one
squadron continued an uneventful escort until 1003 hours. The 359th Group rende z-
voused with the bombers of the lst Division 16 minutes earlier than was briefed in
the area of Balkburg at 0847 hours, They withdrew at 0926 hours over the Dummer
Lake area without having seen any e/a, The 20th Fighter Group rendezvoused at 1036
hours with the B-17s flying in fair formation with the last wing far behind, ©No -
e/a were encountered although intense, accurate, heavy flak was fired at the fighte.
rather than the bombers in the Dummer Lake area, Landfall out was made at 1132 hour:

Escort to 2nd Bombardment Division: - The 356 B Group.fﬁrnished support through to
the target area after making contact with the bombers in the neighborhood north of

Zwolle at 0840 hours, One combat wing returned early and was escorted by part of
the group, and the remainder went to the target and back, breaking escort at 1030
hours at N, Ijmiuden at which time the B-24s and B-17s were mixed in formation, The:
was a very heavy overcast of 10/10, ard no e/a were encountered during the mission,
56A and 56B Groups rendezvoused with the division at 0841 ard 0843 hours respect=-
ively, The first group furnished uneventful escort, which was broken over the
Zuider Zee at 1010 hours, One squadron of the 56B group accompanied bombers throug!
and to 50 miles off the enemy coast at which point they broke escort at 1055 hours,
The 364th Group found it impossible to rendezvous as briefed because of the solid
overcast over the Continent, One squadron accompanied one box of B=24s which they
met at 0955 hours at Vie Holzminden to landfall out over Ijmuiden at 1102 hours, O:
squadron went north from the point of rendezvous and another south, attempting to
find the other B-24s, but without success, The squadron going south met a straggl-
ing B-17 and escorted it out to the enemy coast. Both squadrons made landfall out :
1135 hours over Ijmuiden,

Escort to 3rd Bombardment Division: - The 78 B Group rendezvoused with the 3rd
Division Fortresscs at 0811 hours over the Zuider Zee. No ¢/a were seen and they
left the bombers at 0925 hours at a point difficult to determine exactly because of
10/10 cloud cover, The 78 A Group, belicving the B group southeast of Quackenbruck
at 0821 hours, stayed with the bombers until 0927 hours, or 12 mimutes longer than
briefing instructions, Because of contiming 10/10 cloud coverage over the Con-
tinent the exact location of this point cannot be given, The 353rd Group met the

- -
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formation at 1038 hour 25 miles north of Osnabruck ard irnisheq Alﬂofyzz%’:g\
out over the North Sea, The 355th Group, although unab.e to det B¥l£:NARA[Mt_4fgz:é
because of complete overcast, sighted the bombers of the lst DivIsion &t Usmy mourssy
but swept forward and rermdezvoused with the 3rd Division at 0910 hours, It was

noted that smoke was coming up through the clouds from the target area, Persistent
fire on friendly fighters by the B-17s accounted for the sole logs suffered by this
fighter group in the target area, The mission was uneventful as no e/a were en-
countered,

STRAFING ATTACKS AND FIGHTER ORSERVATIONS
VIiI Fichter Command

65th Fighter Wing: As the bombers, which the 4th Croup were to have escorted, had
returned early, they were ordered to carry out a sweep to the vicinity of Trier,
after which they skirted east of Ruhr and came out at Walcheren at 1040 hours, No
bombers nor e/a were seen although 8 P-51s were noted south of the Fuhr, Active
flak from Ostend demaged one of their a/c. Groups of this wing reported no strafing

66th Fighter Wing: The 357th Group swept the area of Coblenz, Paderborn, and Os-
nabruck and crossed out at Walcheren at 1C50 hours without sighting e/a, There was
solid overcast at 10,000 feet, After the bembers had turned back, one flight of
the 361st Group strafed Montdidier A/F at 0915 hours and destroyed 2 Ju 88s on the
ground, They also damaged a homing truck, barracks building, M/G emplacement, and
a flak tower, 6 Ju 88s and 6-9 unidentified t/e were seen on this A/F, and the
intense, accurate, light flak positions were well camouflaged, Two flights made

a pass at an A/F believed to be Valensiennes at 0930 hours, but encountered moderate
accurate light flak and did not attack, Observations made by this group included
dummy Me 109 on edge of Cambrai/Evincy A/F; dummy A/F with dummy a/c one mile north
of Valensiennes A/F; anc dunmy a/c, 3 Ju 528 and 4 plus Me 109s painted black parkec
on farm fields between these two A/Fs,

67th Fighter Wing: Groups of this wing reported uneventful escort missions, with nc
strafing accomplished, Meager accurate flak was noted at Munster, and moderate ac-
curate flak in the Socsterburg area, One P-38 of the 364th Group returning early
on a s/e was heard to say he was goirg down over the Channel,

IX Fichter Command

70th Fighter Wing: The 362rd Group reported meager inaccurate heavy flak from
Dunkirk, The 365th Group observed no e/a., Mecager accurate heavy flak at Reine
was encountercd by the 354th Group,

P-38 FICHTER-BOMBER ATTACK - LE MANS

54 P-38s of the 55th Group (66th Fighter Wing) were dispatched to attack a
French A/F, 33 of these fighters were fighter-bombers carrying 5C0 peourd G.P,
demolition bombs while 2C P-38s flew escort and one P-38 was assigned FRU, An
excellent bombing formation was attained in approaching the primary target and an
initial bomb run was effected at 17,000 fect, but bombs were not dropped because of
8/10 overcast, On sccond run, target was still obscured so group procecded north,
bombing an A/F two miles south of Le lMans dropping 31 x 500 G,P, -~ 7,75 tons,
Results were unobserved, No e/é were encountered but heavy accurate flak was
encountered on the second run over the primary target, All a/c returned safely,

NOTE: The foregoing is based on preliminary information and should not be used
for record purposes,
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EIGHTH AIR FORCE NARRATIVIE OF OPERATIONS

318th Operation - 25/26 April 194

Night Leaflet Operation - France

Six B=17s of the 422nd Squadron, 305th Group, lst Bombardment Division,
dropped 1,000,000 T 9 and 3,200,000 US F 107 type leaflets over France from

14,000 = 26,000 fect at 2327 - 0302 hours.

The entire operation was without

incident. 'feather was 8/10 to 10/10 with tops at 3,000 feet., Good visibility
at altitude. All aircrzft returned safely.

Leaflets were distributed as follows:

Number of Leaflets

Locality Number of 4/C Type of Leaflets
Armitiers 1 T9

Lumbres

Ardres

Calais

Andan le Roman
Thionville
Metz

Reims

Sarreguemines
Bleineville
Epinal

Poris

Stronsbourg
Troues
Paris
Mulhouse
Orleans

Tours
Rennes

Reims

TOTALS

jr

Us F 107

Us ¥ 107

Us ¥ 107

Us F 107

Us P 107
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200,000
100, 000
100, 000
600, 000

160, 000
160,000
160, 000
160, 000

160, 000
160,000
160, 000
160, 000

160, 000
160, 000
320,000

2,0, 000
80,000
160, 000
160, 000

__640,000

L, 200, 000



