HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 859,

SUBJECT: Report of Operations Officer - Mission of 18 April
1944 - Berlin.

TO : Commanding Officer, uSth Bomb Group (H), APO 559,

95th "B" GROUP PORMATION

1. GEN T . e B" Group formation took
off at 1000-1019 hours to form the lead Group of the 13th Combat
Wing. One Pathfinder alrcraft furnished the 95th Group flew in
Combut Wing lead and the other in Deputy Combat “Ing lead. Due
£0 an overcast assembly was made at 4000' above the Mendelsham
Buncher. By 1036 the formation was assembled and climb to
Combat Wing assembly altitude was started. The 95th "A" Group
flying the high position was picked up ln the area of the Mene
delsham Buncher &nd climbed with the 95th "B" Group in thet
position.

The first Combat Wing control point at Manningtree
was crossed at 1130 at 15000'. The 100th Group flying in the
low Group position was a little late at this control point.
However, they had closed part of the interval by the time the
Division rendezvous point at Buncher P18, was crosscd at 1140, Sils
The 45th Combat Wing was a little late at Splasher #12 which i
causecd the 13th Combat Wing to "S" enroute to Cromer. Cromer :
was crossed at 1200 hours at 15,000' with the 13th Combat Wing
escheloned right on the 45th Combat Wing.

Climb to bombing altitude was started at 53°42' - e
03°47'E at 1235. The 100th Group was tralling silghtly at the NS
time the climb was started and became strung out during the 4
climb to altitude. Bombing aliitude of 25,000' was reached at =]
54932' - 08°20'E at 1325. The course to the target was flown % %
slightly north of briefed course with the 13th Combat Wing SN R
maintaining eschelon right on the 45th Combat Wing. X

The weather enroute to the target area had been free
of clouds except for patehy low stratus. However, upon approach-
ing the target the tall end of a front existed and an attempt 7
to contact the fightors for tariet weather was made without L
success. In the vicinity of Brandenburg a 360° turn was made in an
attempt to lose altitude sc that a bombt run could be made under Sy
the clouds as to have climbed above the clouds would have been
impossible. Dropping down te 16,000' course was agaein set for
the target area, however before reaching the target the formation
found itself in the clouds agein so the primary target was
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abandoned and a target of opportunity planned on route out.
The high Group became separated from the 15th Combat Wing in
the clouds. ; ¢

On route out the arca around Brandenburg appeared -
to be clear enough for a run so additional altitude was gained
and a run made on the airflield at Brandenburg. Bombs were
away at 1455 at 18,000,

The route back was planued so that an interception
course would take the formation out at the briefed point on the
eneay coast. Enroute to the coast additlonal altitude was
galned so that the enemy coast was crossed at 20,000' at 1514.
Descent to 15,0C0' was started at this point.

The route back over the North Sea was [lown north of
course however landfall made at the English coast south of
course at Gt. Yarmouth at 1747 at 3,000'. The 95th "B" Group
returned to the base at 1800 and lended at 1750-1816 hours.

2. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING, Twenty one (21) aircraft,
ineluding two PFF aircraft, sssembled in the formation shown in
Diagram "A". Alreraft #42-37894 lert the formation buofore
becoming dispatehed, thus twenty (20) alreraft including two
PFP were dispatched. . :

Of these twenty (20) aircraft, aircrafts #42-97290,
#42-37988, #42-31320, and $42-51920 left the formation alter
beconing dispatched. Alireraft #42-31920 is credited with a
sortie, thus seventeen aircraft are credited with sortles.

- Of the sixteen aircraft which went over the target
none failed t6 bomb. PFormation over the target is shown in
Diagram "B".

8. LOST AIRCRAFT, No aircraft were lost from 95th
"B" Group.

95th "A" -« 100th COMPOUSITE PORMATION i

1. “OENERAL BARRATIVE. 7Twelve (12) aireraft took off
at 0945-0955 to form the lead and low Sguadrons of the 95th-
*A¥.100th Composite Group which was to fly as high Group in the
13th Combat wing formation. Due to cloud cover assembly was made
over the Mendelsham Buncher at 6,000'. The high Squadron fur-
nished by the 100th Group assembled with the two Squadrons -
furnished by the 95th Group at this point. Assembly was effected
with the 95th "B" Group over the Mendelsham Bfincher and the
r:naitgor of the mission up to-the target was flown in company
with em.

Reference is made to the above report of' the 95th
"R" group for a general narrative of the remainder of the
mission up to the target. =







































HFADQUART:RS 3
NINETY FIFPTH BOMBARIMINT GROUP (i)
OFFICR® OF TH: INT:LLIGENCT OFFICER

18 April 1944

SUBJHECT: 8-2 Report for 95 "B™ on the mission to Berlin, Germany,
TO ¢+ Commanding Officer, 96th Bemb Croup (H), APC 530.

1, Nineteen A/C of 958 Group with two FFF A/C took off between
1000 and 1019 hours to lead the 15th Combat Wing attacking the Daimler
Benz Aero Engine Works at Censhagem, Germenye. Lt. Col. HeKnight was
Combat Wing leader. Fourteen A/C ard the two PFF A/C bombed a target
of opp ortunity neer Brandenburg, Germsny because the primary target was
obscured by cloud, Five A/C returned early:

C #7894, Not dispatohed, reached 5355N-0451E at 1247 Hours and
returned with #3 supercharger out,
C #7920, reached 5400¥-0S538F and 19,500' at 1300 hours end returned
%Etn':nm. overheating and #1 slightly overheating,
/C 777988, reached 5418N-O710E at 1314 hours with #'s 2 and § engines
ting Slack smoke causing A/C to fall behind formation,
Afc %1820. reached B407TN-O730E at 1320 hours and returned with 1
» #38 supercharger out, and §#2 fuel pressure down,
% #1920, reached 5412N-08658 at 1330 hours and returned with #2
oil preossure down causing A/C to fall behind formation.

2. No E/A attacked this group but 4 to 7 FW 190'a and Me 109's
were sighted NW of Brandenburg.

3. Moderate to intensc followin. A A fire from Brandenburg was
very accurate. Neagre fire at extreme ran e came from Lubeck and
Brunsbuttelkcog.

4. Bombing results were unobserv:d because of the light cloud
layer just below the formation in the Berlin area, The bomb rum on the
target of opportunity, Arado Flugzeugwerke G. M.B.H, SW of Breadenburg,
& priority target making the He 111 and JU 88 and reported to be
the He 177, was visual except for the last minutes when the cloud moved
in over the target. Photos show this cloud and several huge bursts of
flak, end photo # SAV-95B-519-22 shows the Brandenburg/Briest A/D taken
on a heading of about 288°, supporting the crew reports of the bombing
of the A/C factory.

5 No A/C are missing from this mission, but Sgt. E. Ee Hargraves,
teil gunner in F/0 Bowden's orew, wes killed by “lak in the Berlin ares.
8gt. Jo W. Pletcher, ball turret gunner in Lt. Wilson's orew, passed
out on the bomb run, and S;t. f. L. Whatler took off his oxygen mask,
eranked up the ball turret, and revived Sgt. Pletcher. Col, Holler said
the fighter support was excellent,






HEADQUARTERS
NINETY-FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Intelligence Officer

APO 559

18 April 1944,

SUBJECT: S-2 Report 95A.
TO ¢ Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb. Group (H), APO 559,

1. Twelve A/C of the 95th Group took off beginning at 0945
hours to form the lead and low squadrons of the 954 Group flying
as high group of the 1l3th Combat Wing and attack Berlin, Germany.
The following A/C returned early:

A/C #1410 returned from 53°20'§«02040'E at 1226 hours
=-Ball turret oxygen system out,

A/C #1589 returned from 54°922'§-08°30'E at 1332 hours
--#2 engine oll pressure failed, #3 engine pulled 28
inches,

2, No E/A sttacked this Group. About 20 8/E E/A were seen
attacking the group behind in vicinity of 52045'N-12015'E at
1438 hours. :

Se Feagre, insccurate, barrage type flak was thrown up
from B;unlhuttoikoo;, Luboci. and Rathenou,

4. M/¥ yard at Bad Wilsnack attacked visually. Strike
photos show bombs striking in M/Y and on depot., RR line to SW
hit in several places

S5¢ A cirrus cloud with base about 17,000 feet and top about
23,000 feet covered the city of Berlin and the area north snd
west, mak formation flying impossible. A target of opportunie
ty, the M/Y at Bad Wilsnack, was bombed visually, Fighter escort
was reported very good on route in but none were seen on route
oute All A/C returned to this base by 1830 hours.

STANLEY R. WHEATON,
Clpt. » Air COI'P'O
Ass't, S=2 0fficer,






