HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIPFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operatlions Officer

APO 559
13 aApril 1944

S8UBJECT: Report of Qperations Officer, Mission of 1l April
1944, POZMNAN.

TO : Commranding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), APO 559.
95TH "A" GROUP FORMATION ;
1. GENERAL NARRATLVE: The 95th VA" Groug took off at
0650 - 0703 to form the lead Group of the 13th "B" Combat Wing.

By 0715 the 95th "A" Group hacd assombled at 3000' above the
base and continued to circle waiting for the 95th "B" Groug
which was to fly as low Group. Climb to Combet Wing assembly
altitude was started at 0730 and course was set for Colchester.

Colchester was crossed at 0815 wlth the 55th "B" Group
in the low position and a call to the 100th "B" Group in-
dicated they were ahead of schuedls. Splasher J € was crossed
at 0827 at 5000' and assembly made with the 13th "A" Combat
Wing at this point. The 100th "B" Group pulled intc Combat
Wing formation just after departing the English coast at
splasher # 5 at 0840. The 13th "B" Combat Wing was in good
Combat Wing formation at this point, echeloned to ths left of
the 13th "A" Combat Wing.

A solid overcast persisted out into North Sea to about
04930'E. In the breaks which were encountered from that
point on an ascent was made above the clouds by altering
course slightly to the North. The enemy coast was crossed at
54930'N - OBCB3'E at 12000' at 1032, with the 13th "B" Combat
Wing still echeloned to the left of the 13th "AY Combat Wing.

At about 12°00'E, what appeared to be a weak front lay
ahead and a climb was started at this time. In the vicinity
of 14000'E a very hazy layer was hit which extended up to
22000'. All Groups were still climbing at this time and had
no chance to avoid it as a correction north or south of
course would not heve taken the Groups away from it.

After following briefed course to 54013'N - 1590'E
all Combat Wing leaders decidéed to abondon the primary target.
The 13th Combat Wings lost the preceding Combat Wings in the
weather so 13th "B"™ and 13th "A"™ Combat Wing flew to target
of opportunity together. :



Target of opportunity selected was Rostock and bombing
run was made by P,F.F. ship. Although clouds in target area
were scattered it was felt that no chances should be taken on
missing the target. Until the time of bombs away the target
itself was obscured by clouds. Bombs were away at 1323 at
16,700'. The 13th "B" Combat Wing had dropped inte trail
with 13th "A" Combat Wing for the tsrget run, and after bombs
away were unable to close formation on them durlng the entire
route hone.

Route home was flown in trall with 13th "A" Combat Wing
and Danish coast crossed on route home at 54933'¥ - Q8059'RE
at 12000 at 1416. A descent below the base of a cloud layer
at 10000' was started at about 06°00'E and remainder of route
to the English coast flown at 3500t.

The English coast was crossed at Lowestoft at 1639 at
2000' and the 100th "B" Group dispatched at this peint. The
95th "A" and "B" Groups Peturned to the base with 95th "A"
Group landing at 1703 -« 1718 hours.

2. AIRCRAPT NOT ATTACKING: Twenty one (21) sireraft,
including one P.F.F, left the base in the formation shown in
Diagram "A"., Alrcraft # 42-3263 left the formation before
becoming dispatched, thus twenty (20) aircraft were dispatched,
including ons P.F.F.

Alroraft # 42-38178 aborted over enemy territory and is
credited with a sortic, thus twenty (20) aircraft, including
one (1) P.,F.F. are credited with sorties.

The formation over the target 1s shown in attached
Diagram "B".

Alrcraft # 42-38178 which aborted over enemy territory
bombed a target of opportunity at 54°35'N - 09°00'E.

OS¢ LOST AIRCRAFT: Alrcraft # 42-38135 was hit by flak
over Rostock. Four chutes ohserved.

95TH "B" GROUP FORMATIOR
1. GENERAL WARRATIVE: The 9oth "B" Group took off
at 0714 - 0725 to form the low Group on 95th "A™ Croup in
the 13th “B" Combat Wing. By 0730 the 95th "B" Group had

‘a8dembled above the base st 2000' and was in formation with

the 95th "A" Group.

Referenge 13 made to the above report of the 95th "A"
Group, for a general narrative of the remainder of the mission,
which was flown in company with the 95th "A" Group.

































HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF TEE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

11 April 1944
SUBJECT: 85«2 Report 984

T0 : Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb. Cp. (H), APO 569.

1. Twenty 4/C plus one PFF 4/C took off boginning at 08560 to form the
lead group of the 138 Combat Wing and attack Poznan, Poland. The following
4/C returned early:

A/C 3283 returned from 51°40'Ne01°10'E at 0800 hrs. Ges leak and
oil leak in #1 and #2 engines.
4/C 8178 returned from 54°30'N=09°10'E at 1040 hours. #4 engine out.

Over enemy territory.

2. Approxinmately 40 %/A were encountered. These were 20 FW 190's, 10 ME
410's, 10 JU 88's, and 1 long nosed Fi 190. Aggressive attacks experienced on
two occasions. German pilots appeared to be very experienced.

3. Intense and very accurate flak experiemced at Rostock. Moderate,
following, fairly eccurate flak ceme from Anklan and Warnemunde.

4. Strike photos show G.P. bombs striking to the east of the M/Y in
Rostock. This is a residental part of the oity. A good pattern is shown.

5., Heavy clouds in the vicinity of 52°30'¥-16°00'E turned the formation
back. Rostock was bombed as & last resort target on PFF. A/C 1835 (Miles)
was hi§ by flak over Rostock. The flak burst was right below A/C. This B-17
dropped out of formation to left under comtrol but with fire streaking way back
to tail, 4 chutes were reported. A4/C 8178 bombed a target of opportunity at
54°83'N~09°900' E when they had to sbort. Results not observed. All other A/c
returned to base by 0615 hours.

STANLEY R. WHEATON,
Capt., Air Corps,
Ass't. 5-2 Officer.,
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M e e P bombe buntmg in the city of Rose
tock east of the railway marshalling yerds and indicete the IBs
carried by this group fell in the same area,

5. Hish clouds prevented the formation Trom
the assigned targets, so the city of Rostoeck e a
resort target by PFFP though there was only a b
cover there,

The following A/C from this group are missing:

Q A/C #7876 piloted by Lt, Schiapacasse was hit by a T/E
attack from 2 o'clock high using rockets, A/C winged over to the
left and climbed 2 little in control--no rire or damage visidle,
Ten chutes out at 55000'N=16000'E at 1218 hours,

b. A/C #7223 piloted by Lt. Powell was hit by what was be=
lieved to be 37 ﬂmaholhrir-dtmthomoormh-
410 venturing in to 1000 vyards from 7 o'clock level, Other Mee
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4108 held back at 1500 yards, The right aileron was knocked off
and gas from the tokyo tanks was burning there--#l engine was
feathered and #4 + A/C turned to the left losing altitude,
salvoed bombs, and pilot was héard to order crew to bail ocut at
54037tH~15915'E about 1215 hourse-l0 chutes out,

c. A/C #9869 piloted by Lt., Bannerman and identified as
"Heaven Can Wait," was under attack by FWel1l90s just before the
target, A4/C had a hole in the right aileron and another in the
right wing vwhere the main ges tenks are located, A/C winged
over to the left and baeck in a slicing dive, gas spraying out
end snveloping the A/C in flamese=no chutes ssen,

d, A/C #1798 piloted by Lt, Maddox was in formation when
the first pair of FWe=190s attacked from 11 o'clock high, but was
not seen after the second palr attacked from the same position in
the target area, ' : r oo .

e. A/C #2019 piloted by Lt, Francis was in formation after
the T/E attecks with the CP, B, and TP not visible--a hole in the
right treiling edge of wing, #1 engine feathered and #4 on [lire,

C slipped to the right and put out fire, Bombebay doors were
open end bombs released just before the group's bombs, An FW-190
attacked from 11 ot'clock level, cut around the tail and attacked
from 5«6 o'clock level, B~1l7 nosed up & little as did the FW-190

ppering the tail assembly with 20 MMs, The B-17 settled down
and chutes started out--5 seen, Wil @2 "

A £, A/C #7936 piloted by Lt. Westmeyer was hit in an FW-190

) attack from 5 o'clock slightly high by 20 MMs causing a hole in
the right wing between #3 e and fusele - poured out but
there wae no fire, and 2 or 3 chutes started over the target,
After AA fire #2 engine was burning, A/C peeled off to the right
and it ir believed a total of 10 chutes ouf,

Por the Intelligence Officer: v the

Arno A, Krause,
lst. Lt, s Air Corps,
Ass't, S«2 Officer,









