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CON F IDE N T I A L

HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE
AAF STATION 101

APO 634

E I G H T H A I R FOR C E N A R RAT I V E 0 FOP ERA T ION S

250th Operation - 6 March 1944

1st Bombardment Division - BERLIN AREA
2nd Bombardment Division - BERLIN AREA
3rd Bombardment Division - BERLIN AREA

Eleven combat wings of B-17s and three of B-24s, dispatched to attack Berlin
achieved the first large scale daylight attack against the German capital. Find-
ing weather conditions over their primaries gener~lly unfavorable for visual
bombing, formations concerrtrrrtedtheir attack on the secondary, the city of
Berlin itself. Of the 504 B-17s and 226 B-24s dispatched, a force of 474 B-17s
and 198 B-24s attacked, dropping 1,199 tons of GP and 450 tons of IB on targets
in the GreatBr Derlin area, and on scattered t.argetajof opportunity in Germany
with genera1~ poor results.

Very strong enemy fighter opposition was encountered by some of our forma-
tions, particularly by the first t'WO combat wings of 1st Bombardment Division,
which flew first ov~r the target, and qy the middle combat wings of 3rd Division,
whi'chflew second over the target. Attacks against these formations account.ed
for the loss of at least 41 of the B-17s lost. 2nd Division reported very weak
e/a opposition. Intense and accurate flak was encountered in the Berlin area
resulting in considerable battlo daIJlageto our bowers and the loss of at least
five ·B-24s.

Escort was provided by 19 groups,of USAAF fighters - 13 of P-47s, 3 of P-38£
and 3 of P-51s. Three of theP-47 groups flew'second sorties. .Additional
support was provided by 2 squadrons'of RAF Mustangs, which flew an uneventful
mission. .5 p-47s, 5 P-51s and 1 P-38 are missing and fighter pilots nake
cIai.rasof 82-9-32.'

.BOMBER OPERATIONS

~uriberof Aircraft Tons on O.T.'s
Unit (~, Disp'. Attacked Lost) fe.- d.p. I.B. Cl'aims
ISTBOMB DIV. ,:' ...Primary O.T,s •

1st c.w:' 60: 57' 0 56 9 92 ' 37.5 2Q-10-26
94th C.lr,.• 65 56 0 53 3+ 86.5 30 8-8-11
41st c.w. 56 54 0 52 1 90 31.5 3-3-1
40th C.VI.(A) 61 54 0 47 5 102 10.5 3-2-3
CODp. c.w. 54 36 0 35 0 85 0 2-1-2
Pathfinders 5 5 0 5 0 4 0 5-0-2m m- '0' ~ IS 459."5 109.5 41-24-45

CON F I D·E N T I A L------------
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BOMBING RESULTS: 413 B-17s dropped 2899 x 500 G.P., 2345 x 100 I.B., and
510 x 500 I.B., a total of 970 tons; and ,196 B-24s dropped 1441 x 500 G.P.,
2406 x 100 I.B., and 180 x 500 I.B., a t,otalof 530 tons, on the Greater Berlin
area. 1st Division attacked between 1315 and 1330 hours from 17,500 to 22,000
feet; 3rd Division between 1322 and 1335 hours from 19,500 to 22,000 feet; and
2nd Division attacked between 1321 and 1346 hours from-18,000 to 24,000 feet.
2,448,000 US G 26, 28 and 29 type leaflets were dropped in the Berlin area.

Bombing was generally scnttered. However, there were good concentrations in
the southwestern suburbs of Berlin, especially in the Zehlendorf area. Bombs
also fell in the Spandau section where the mnin railway line was severed. PRU ~
cover taken at 1530 hours shows fires still burning in the residentinl districts
of Steglitz nnd Zehlendorf. It is possible that dnmnge ,vascnused to industrial
establishments in Berlin, but this cannot be verified until complete assessment
has been made of all strike photos and further PRU cover.- .

16 B-17s dropped 160 x 500 G.P., 40 tons, at 1407 hours from 19,400 feet on
a textile factory in Wittenberge vrithprobably very.good results. 45 B-17s and
2 B-24s dropped 68 .tons G.P. and 40 tons I.B. on scattered targets of opportunity
in northcentral and western Germany with generally poor results.

ENCOUNl'ERS: 1st Division led the attack on Berlin with 3rd Division flying seconl
and 2nd Division flying third.' Vicious enemy fighter attacks were experienced
by the first two combat wings of 1st Division and by the middle two combat wings
of 3rd Division. 2nd Division encountered very weak e/a opposition.

The first e/a attacks began at about 1200 hours against the 3rd Division
formations in the area north of Osnabruck and contimed until 1230 hours just
north of Bruns,vick. Approximately 100 plus Me-109s and FW-190s were encountered

COl!EIDEE1'.I!L
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I ana tncy &ccadkedin groups of six to fifteen nt a time concentrating mostly on

the low groups. All types of to.ctics were employedand e/a pilots were described
as being very experienced and eager for combat. At o.pproximately 1329 hours, e/a
renewed their attacks ago.inst the two middle combo.twings of 3rd Division and
continued them for fifteen minutes in the area just north of Berlin. At approxi-
mately 1415 hours a.ttacks again started in the area north ot Brunswi.ckand lasted
until 1435 hours north of Osnabrock. Onegroup reports e/a attacki~ up to the
Zuider Zee on the route home. 30 3rd Division B-17s were lost to e/a. In
addition, one B-17 while under e/a attack, collided with another B-17 resulting
in the loss of both.

1st DQvision reports first e/o. attacks at approximately1250 hours in the
vicinity of- the I.P.., continuing over the target and to 5305N~ l300E at 1340
hours. Ovez- 100 e/o. were reported of both single and twin-engine varieties.
Attacks were madeboth' in small numbers and in mass .and were mainly from head-on.

Enemytactics included rockets follor{ed up by ~Orom fire and an incident of
attempted air-to-air bombingwith the use ot parachute bombswas reported. 3rd
DQvision crews report tho.t all of their aircraft lost to e/a were seen burning
as they went downand believe that this was due to e/a firing fused incendiary
shells from 20 mmcannon, This shell was reported to have Il burst with a
sparkler effect.

rrd ssd.ng, ,
Equipment - 53 B-17s and 16 B-24s were lost - 3 B-17s and' 5 B-24s

to AAfire, 41 B-17s to e/a, 4 B-17s and 2 B-24s due to M and e/a, 2 B-17s '"
due to accident and 1 B-17 due to collision and 2 B-17s and 9 B-24s due to ":
unknownreasons. ' '

. Es.timo.tedBD.ttle Damage- ~9 B-17s and 97 B-24s category "Alf and
"AC", 53 B-17s nnd 5 B-24s category "B" and 2 B-17s category "E".

ANTI-AIRCRAFTFIRE: AAfire on the way in and out was meager to moderate and
generally Lnaccure+e, F1o.kover the Berlin area was intense and accurate. Jill
fire at Diepholz, Lingen and Vechta was reported as moderate to intense and
accurate for the 2nd Bombo.rdmentDivision and meager to J1Dderate. and genera.l.ly
inaccurate for the other divisions. Groundrockets were reported at various
points.

WEATHER:Weather was generally as briefed with no contrails. 2/10 to 5/10
cloud were, reported over the entire route to the target. Visibility at primaries
varied by groups, but was generally 5/10 to 7/10 cloud. About 4/10 cloud was
encountered over other areas of the city, but cloud patches caused most combat
wings to bombby PFF.

OBSERV1.TIONS:Smokescreens were observed at Brunswick, Harover, Bremenand
Osnabrock. A large and well camouflaged 'ammunitiondumpwas seen at Schwarmsted'
and a large Iliroraft factory with a great numberof planes on the tield about
25 miles southwest of Brandenburg. An ordnance dumpwas also observed three
miles west of Cel~ and. a large factory and constroction with considerable
activity west of Walstrode.

QQ!!fl2.!!!!!.!=.&
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FIGHTER OPERATIONS

Group T:y:peof Alc Type of Support No. Alc on Mission ~ Claims

365x P-4?' Penetration 16 0 0-0-0
362x P-4? II 50 1 0-0-0
359 - P-47 tI 51 0 0-0-0
358x P-4? " 45 0 0-0-0,
56A P-47 II 32 1 8-1-2
56B P-4? II 34 0 3-1-5
78A P-47 " 36 2 2-1-1•
353 P-47 " 31 0 3-0-0
4 P-5l Target 25 4 15-0-11

357 r-r i Target 33 0 20-1-7
55 P-38 Target 31 0 0-0-0

354x P-5l Target & Area Support 34 1 8-0-2
355 P-47 Withdrawal 35 0 7-1-1
361 P-47 Withdrawal 37 0 5-0-0
20 P-38 Withdrawal 23 0 1-0-0
78B P-47 Withdrawal , 32 0 0-0-0
352 P-47 Withdrawal 47 0 0-0-0
364 P-38 Withdrawal 32 ' . 1 2-1-0
356 P-47 Withdrawal 40 1 5-2-2
359* P-47 Withdrawal 44 0 3-1-1
358~ P-47 Withdrawal 46 0 0-0-0
362~ P-47 Withdrawal ...iJJ. 0 0-0-0-796 11 82-9-32

x Ninth Air Force alc
* Second sortie.

15 groups of Eighth Air Force fighters, four ~oups of the Ninth Air Force and
, two squadrons of RAF Mustangs provided continuous escort for this operation. Two

groups of the Ninth Air Force and one of the Eighth Air Force flew double sorties.
Fighters met one of the strongest defensive efforts yet achieved by the G.A.F.
which threw in both sle and t7e night fighters. The first 'two combat wings of
the 1st Bombardment Division over the target and the middle wings of the 3rd
Bombardment Division met the fullest intensity of these attacks while other
formations of these divisions and the entire 2nd Bombardment Division met general~
weak opposition. The enemy effort was concentrated principallY in the target area
although attacks began in the Osnabruck area on penetration and persisted until
100 miles off the Dutch coast on withdrawal. 11 fighters were lost; five P-47s,
five P-51s and one P-38, and fighter pilots claim 82-9-32.

ES'CORT TO lST DIVISION

Penetration: The 359th Group rendezvoused with bombers east of Egmond and es~
COl ted to vicinity of Hardenburgh , The .358th Group rerrlezvoused 30 miles west

- 4 -
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of the Dutch. coast at 1050 hours and escorted without incident to Dummertake,
The 56 A Group made rendezvous at Lingen'and escorted'to a point between DUnu'her
Lake and Nienberg. North of DummerLake about 100 s/e e/a attacked bombers and
further east at Nienburg an additional 10 FW190s joined the attacks. Ensuing
combats resultod in claims Qf B-1-2. The 78 A Group rendezvoused north of Dummer
Lake am escorted to CelIe. About 25 s/e e/a attacked fighters first, then bom-
bers, between Dummerand Steinhudor Lakes.

Target: Tho 4th Group rendezvoused with five combat wings of B-17s northeast of
Brunswdck, 30 s/e e/a and 40-50 tie e/a attacked bombers at 1240 hours. 15
e/a wore destroyed in ensuing combats. Escort was broken at 1325 hours near Neu
Ruppin. The 55th Group made rendezvous at 1305 hours but could not contact
bombers. Whenthey climbed to 33,000 feet to meof bogies, engine trouble deve1-
, oped in many planes so they returned,

Withdra!ll1: The J55th Group made rendezvous at 1425 hours in the Diepho1z area.
10-15 Me1096 and FW190s oncountered from tho rendezvous to 1500 hours, attack-
ing stragglers, and nine FW 190s J..at.ermade rocket nttncks on bombers after the
fightero broke escort. The 36lst Group escorted the B-17s to the enemy cou~t,
and returning in search of more bombers, picked up some B-24s under attack, first
dispersing n small force of e/a,

ESCORTTO3RDD!VISION

Penetration: The 365th Group carried out an uneventful mission, followed by
the 353rd, which rendezvoused in the vicinity of DummerLake. An attack by 8-12
FW190s near Steinhuder Lake was broken up and three e/a destroyed,

Target: The 354th Group rendezvoused early north of Helmstec1t and took bombers
over the target. Shortly after rendezvous 50 s/a approached the bombers near
Brandenbur-g, .Tn the resulting fight eight e/o. were destroyed. Tho 20th Group
made rendezvous 15 miles west of Berlin at 1332, shortly after which more than
20 e/a were engaged. The group w1.thdrewat 1420 north of DummerLake, ,

WithdrA.wa1: The 78 B Group continued on its withdrawal route until JA25, in
the Nienburg area, when e. message apparently from bombers urrier' attack was re ••
ceived. The fighters turned back but were unable to find the bombers sewing
the message, The 352nd Group picked up B-17s from both 1st and 3rd Div1.sions
in the Bc.rnstorf area and found them escorted by both P-51s and P-47s, A few
e/a seen nec.r Balfsen were driven away, and the group escorted uneventfully to
mid-channel.

ESCORTTO2NDDIVISION

Penetration:
Qunckenbruck,
HaY.lburgarea.
were dispersed

The 362m Group escorted the Liberators i'rom the Zuider Zee to '
At lJ1,5 the 56 B Group rendezvoused, taking the bombers to the
Along the route smo.ll groups of e/a approaching i'rom the northeast
and three were destroyed,

- 5 ••
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Target: The 357th Group rende'Z'vouseo'with bombers over Berlin and escorted
boxes of B-17s a~ B~~s 'over the target, driving off .30-40 e/a. Combats with
e/a on withdrawatwere carried out from 25,000 feet down to the. deck, This group
claims 20 destroyed in all. .

CONFIDENTIAL... -----------

Withdrawal: . ·E/f). ~ttackin~ .the bomber-sus the 364th Group,rendezvoused evaded as
the fighter,s appr-oached, ' .No:r;thwestof Hanover seven Me 1098 were dispersed, The
356:f:,h'Grouprende zvousod in the Ned.nber-garea ,and reported the bombers "strung
out and hard to coveI'". Twenty Me 109's' approaching the bomoors at rendezvous
were driven off with claims of ..five,destToyed~ Escort was carried to the Polder
area.

General Withdrawal Support: The 358th Group on its second mission rendezvoused
east of Dummer-Lcke .and .cont.Lnued to the enemy coast. Combats took place e.t
Uchte, Quackenbruck aln ~echta. The .35~th, on its SGcondmission ~scQrted mar~
stragglers to the English coast , meetIng no e/a. The 362nd on its' second sortie
patrolled unev;entfully from the ZuidQr Zee to t.he Germanborder ':

Tvl0squadr-ons of RAF Mustangs totalling 31 a/e provIdedwithdrawal 'esport.
They rendezvoused with the bomber-sin the Brunswick area, ,AJ.l a/c r:etut'ned' safely
an? no claims are made.

, .

~: The foregoing is based on proliminary information ~nd should no~ be
used for record purposes.

, .

/

",
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