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2364h Operation = 25 February, L9uk
' "'l'st Bom‘ba;r&nent Division - Augsburg, Stuttgért o | P )
 2nd Bombardment Division - Furth ' : ~ B W
31 Bombardment Division - Regensburg

255 heavy bombers, 558 B-17s and 196 B-2hs, scorted by twenty groups of

CE NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS. -

-~ ‘e
. - '
e%
:

USAAP fighters and twelve squadrons of RAF Spitfires and Mustangs, were dis= Rt ~

patched in a mass penetration cf southern Germany to attack three Messerschmitt
sireraft production centers and an important ball-bearing factory at Stuttgart. X
Weather was excellent and all four primaries’ were bombed visually; 511 B=l7s = N

and 161 B-24s. dropping

o totol of 1667 tons. Five combat wings bombed the

Me~109 complex at Regensburg with excellent results about an hour after.a co= . .

ordinated attack by the Fifteenth Alr Force had struck one of the plants, TFour

~combat wings attacked the parent Messersclmitt plant at Augsburg end two combat
‘wrings attacked the Stuttgort ball-bearing plent-with fair resultse Three - 7 .

combat wings bombed-the
pesultse Enemy fightexr oppo

were made by

31 bombers, 22 B=17

Me-110 and Me-410 complex at Furth with excellent & .»
sition was generally weak but aggressive attacks A

small numbers of e/a. Flak was moderate to intense and accurates

for the bombers are 23-7-13.
for the operation 49 ~11-26,

Unit
1ST BOMB DIV.

 JUGSBURG - STUTTGART -

 Mumber of ddircraft ©

s and 6 B=24s; and 3 fighters were 1T0ste Tentative claims:‘ ..

Fightor cloims are 26=4=15 meking total claims
“ 1. RN T SRR | RROL

BOMBER OPFRATIONS. -
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R Ao — e CQNE IDENTIAL . s VL IRATE
e Number of Aircraft | Primery. 0LPYs + T s
. Unit (AB Disp.  Attacked Lost) GeP.  IsBe GePe I.B. Claims
3RD BOMB DIV. Primary  Q.T's ' . | ! R
REGENSBURG | : | o i
13th C.W.(A&B)119 114 108 L  L7h g2 .0 1-0-3
L5th CeWe 93 81 . 71 N 177.5 O 0 8=0-4.

© Lth CeW.(A&B)103 _95

87
315 290 266 2.5

0 | 0
0 o 0
1 e 2075 O 25 0 Q L=l=0
TOTALS 823 75, 670 15, 31 1351 , 309 L2 0
+ One PFF a/c landed awaj from base; 'report not included.
++ Tncludes one. a/c ditched in Channel, all crew members rescued.
+++ In addition -'onc',a/c crashed in UsK. - Category "E". | '

1st Bombardment Division - . AUGSBURG, STUTTGART | a

-+ Four combat wings, comprising a force of 210 B-1l7s were dispatched to -
attack the Messerschmitt AeGe plent at Augsburg, and two combat wings, a force
of 54 B-17s, the Norma ball-bearing plant at Stuttgarte L "spoof" diversion
‘was provided for the benefit of this and the other attacking divisions by L3
non-combat and specicl-cquipment a/c which flew a northeasterly course over
the North Sea toward Demmark and returned safely without incident.

N\

 The Messerschmitt AeGe plent at Augsburg is the parent plant of the Messer-
schmitt Company and 4is the center of all Messerschmitt ‘experimental worke. It
- is also the plent at which the new experimental models are first produced and
put into serial productions Furthermore, at the south end of the airfield are
component and assembly shops. now believed to be producing the new Me-410 twin-
 engined fightérs. The Norma ball-bearing plant is one of the largest single
ball-bearing producing units in Germen Burope and 1s belicved to be engaged
wholly in the production of ball-bearings for the nircraft industry.
"~ All but one a/c of the attacking :E‘orcé failed to bomb the primaries. -
Results on Lugsburg are excellent, while at Stuttgort, poor to fails Four PFF
a/c flew with the lst Division, thyoe on Augsburg and one on Stuttgart, but all
bombing was visual and PFF equipment was used only for navigational purposSé€sSe

Enemy air ‘6pposftion was varied, strong against the lead combat wing of '3
the force on Lugsburg and weak on the 4lst Composite Wing which: went to_.Stut'tgart.

13 B~17s were lost against claims of 8«li | | |

ROMBING RESULTS: 195 B-17s dropped 1458 x 500 GeP., -6 x 1000 G.P, and 2617 x

~ 300 I.B., & total of 498 tons on Lugsburg between 1352 ond 1415 hours from:
+Bombing results on Augsburg are reported as go'od.wit'h b,iarsts obse;vé@ on .

MPI's, fires started and black smoke rising to 15,000 feets Mony important -

buildings have received direct hits and nea;"mj.sses have caused much demages

50 B-17s dropped 36 x 500 G.P., 123 x 1000 GeP. and 753 x 100 I.B., a
total of 108.2 tons on Stuttgart between 1423 to 42k hours from 20,800 to
: 23,000 feeto | | . , - :
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i ' Strike attack photographs show bombing results of Stuttgart to be poor to .

--'.'fair'.-'- The .majority of bombs fell in an adjecent parke The ball«bearing plant

ypeceived two direct hitss . Three near‘miss‘es'fel;:'CIOSé‘ to an unidentified in=-
dustrial building located: 750 feet duc east of ‘the target. There are thrée or -
four hits on the railroad 1ines near the plante ' - o |

-

.. One B-17, impeired by e/ “tion;dropped 12°x 500 GePs, three tons, on’
cunzburg (30 miles wes® of - Augsburg) at 1409 hours at 22,700 feets Results
were unobservede ’ o . —_— SRR

2,000,000 US G 25, 26 and 27 leaflets were also dropped on fugsburge

ENCOUNTERS: E/a opposition first appeared about 1220 to 1225 hours and con-
Timed oll the way over the ‘targets  Flercest opposition was encountered by
the two-lead groups of the first combat wing over Augsburg.  E/a orily rumbered
sbout 50 .0/c, but these made viclous and repeated attacks, many in peirs of
four. At least two B-17s -were- Lost by two* ¢/a. coming out of the sun, raking the
formation with fire end. getting«,away.mpidly.‘ succeeding combat wings over. |
Augsburg encountered diminishing opposition, and the last wing over the target
received only one OT two slight attackse. | - - Y T T R

. The combat. wing attacking Stuttgart had weak opposition, several of their:
attacks being made by~t/e a/ Co  As-usual the enemy: fell on strogglers on the -
return trip, as meny &s 10-15 .a/0 gonging up on one 0./ce Several Me=109s were
observed carrying what appeared to.be cable bombs in ' the Kerlsruhe areds. but
. P=47s chased them awaye e e TR ol

.A2r.1(1 Bombardmehf Division‘- 'FURT}_[ L o et

- The '-2ndBombardment Division dispatched'three combat wings, & force of -

196 B-24s to attack the Furth a/c components and repoir factory of Bachimann = .

von Blumenthal & Co. 2 fow miles northwest of Nurnburge © This plart is glieved

~to be engaged'_presently, in the production of components and final assembly of .

. Me=-110 and Me =410 a/c_.<' The.. 2nd .Division wes the last to make penetration and
encountered weak encmy oppositions. Weather over the target was ‘clear and the i
plant was. bombed visually os briefed with excellent resultse Four other targets |

. of opportunity were ‘bombed by s small mumber of a/c. Sik B-2hs were lost: }vhile'
claims of 2=-2-2:are mades - . L T T caen o Syt T T

: BOMBIﬁC— RESULTS . 161 B;-22+s= dropped 999 X 500 GePey ‘1192' x 100 T4 Be ‘and 1838 X ‘
3120 fragmentation clusters, a total of 1,19.7 tons on Furth ‘betweén_'.uq.02o and
1420 hours from 16,"000_‘1130;:-19,000"feet.* S SRR SRR

. Strike attack photographs show an-excellent homb pattern on the MPI.. About -
50 -a/c porked on the field are believed to be ‘either totally destroyed oI B
severely domaged. Many wore observed to be on firc. - A dense cloud of black |
smoke, rising 4,000 ©o 5,000 feet high was. visible for thirty miles.  Smoke
obscured many-of the strike attack ,photographs. RO | S |

" The final assembly plant, o large structure .t the north end of the field
is believed to have been destroyeds ' Hongars, asscmbly shops and boilers along
.the eastern end of the field were ‘blanketeﬁ_l‘\witl}"bmfstsﬁ and many of }:hé-;bu;ildjngs '

N :
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are also believed to have been destroyéd or severely dnﬁ;aged.  Several explosions
were started, apparently of petroleun stores. . ‘

. Of the fargeté of opportunity, eight B-QZI‘,s dndpped 96 x 500 GeP., a total of
2l, tons on a railroad siding at Burgfarrnbach, (immediately adjacent to the Furth
a/c plant), at 1402 hours from 18,000 feet with fair results. | -

One B-24- dropped 2.5 tons of GeF. on Korlsruhe, one B-2k di'Opped'2.5- tons of
G.P. on Hochstadt; and one B=24 dropped 2.3 tons of GePe on Heroldsbach between
U412 to 1426 hours from 16,500 to 18,600 feet with f\o\.ir resultse '

ENCOUNTERS : E/a opposition was not strong; some groups reported no attacks and

others reported from 10 to 50 o/a seen with the strongest attacks occurring Just

before the target and thirty minutes after the targete The mejority of e/a were -
FW-190s with a small number of Me-109s and two Me=4l10s and a JU-88. Several -
groups received sporedic attocks from the nose and tail high end from 8 to 10

‘ o'clock out of the sune There were a few reports of air-to-eir bombinge

3rd Bombardment Division - REGENSBURG

Five combeat wings were dispatched to attack two a/c plants of the Messer-
schmitt complex at Regensburg, two .combat wings on the Regensburg/‘meenriing
Me-109 component factory, ~nd three combat wings on the chensburg/Obertraubling
plant. The Regensburg rufenning plant has undergone extensive repairs since the
1lost Eighth Air Force attack on 17 August, 1943, and is believed to be in full
production, probably producing maJjor components for Me-109s which are assembled
~at the neighboring plant at Regensburg/Obertraubling.‘ This plant was attacked
by the Fifteenth Alir Force on 22 February, 1944 and was again attacked one hour
previous to today's attacke Bombing results were roted excellent. Enemy opposi-
.‘ " tion was weak, although relatively strong in the target area. 12 B-17s were lost
“—  and claims of 13-1-7 are mades N :

) BOMBING RESULTS: 158 B-l7s dropped 1295 x 500 GeP., and 1028 x 120 fragmentation
clusters, a total of 385 tons on Regensburg/Obertraubling between 1350 and 1409
hours from 16,000 to 19,000 feete . | ‘ .

108 B-17s dropped 695 x 500 GeP. and 1636 X 100 I.B., & total of 255 tons on
Regensburg/Prufenning between 1356 and 1406 hours from 17,000 to 19,000 feets

At the Regensburg/Obertraubling plant, strike attack photogrephs show that |
the first groups over the target started large fires covering about - two~thirds: of
the terget area. ‘Subsequent photographs of later groups over the target indicate
that all bombs fell in the target area or very close to ite A large number of
Me-1098 noted on PRU cover of. 23 February were seeln to be still 'in the same

. positions The bombing pattern over thesc positions is very heavy and it is assum-
ed that most of the a/c are probably destroyed or severely. damagede R

A% the Regensburg/Prufenning plant, (.t least three-fourths of the 4important
\ buildings have been seriously damaged by the attacks of the Fifteenth Air Force
and Eighth Air Force bombers. The largest building was hit and many fires were
. starteds The machine gun testing renge, f1ight hangar and apron received- direct
hits, and many o/c on the field are possibly destroyed. The Fifteenth Air Force
started four big fires and the I.B's of the Eighth Air Force added to the fire
damagee | - -

One B-17 dropped 10 x 500 GePey & to,’cal'of 25 tons on Worms, an opportunity
target, between 1,05 and 1409 hours from 17,000 to 19,000 feet with unassessed
resultse | '- ’

ENCOUNTERS: About 35-50 o/a mostly s/e with a few t/e e/a were encountered and
sttooked intermittently from the French coast to the target area oand back to the
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genérally were weak. with .o mumber of single passes made on . -

two groups experienced vicious and sustained attacks by e/a - -

] ancl relays. The heaviest concentration of attacks were ens #7708

" countered in ‘the targct area and from the target to Luxembourg on the route out.
*Attacks from the nose and tail predomlmted and’ sneak attacks out of the sun were

- frequent, . |

.- REASONS FOR FOR FAILURE TO BOMB: 45 B=l7s failed tso bomb = 23 due %0 mecham.oal or
» ,equipment ont failure, 1 due to weather, 17 because of enemy action, and 4 for e ;
‘reasons unknovne - 24 B-24s failed to bomb - 21 -due to mechanical or equipment 2
.fa:c.lure, 1 due to enemy act:.on, and 2 for reasons unknovine

| -CASUALTIES Personnel - 10 orew members- were killed bl are wcunded 301 are |
‘ mss:l.nt; and 10 were rescueds '-
' Bquipment - 25 B-l7s a.nd 6. B-Zh..a were lost = 7 B-l7s and 2 B-ZAS to
‘AN fire, 13 B-1l7s and 3 B-2)+s to e/a, 1 B-l? to AA and e/a, L B-17s and 1 B-24 to
reasons unknowne |
' - Estimated Battle Dumagg_ - 301 B-17s and 88 B-24s Category "A", L7
B-17s and 3 B=24s Category "B", 2 B-l17s and 1 B=2, Category "C".

ANTT=ATRCRAFT FIRE: Jugsburg Mission - Fire on the route in was mostly meager
and inaccurate. However, one wing reported that it was led over Saarbrucken and .
encountered intense and very accurate AA gunf:.re. lak at Augsburg was moderate
to intense and accurate for nearly all groups. The same was encountered at
‘ " Stuttgart. AA fire was cncounterea from a number of single tmck railroads

- along route.

. | ‘- Furth Mission - Flak was moderate 1o intense and accurate
at the tarpget area. Moderate and accurate flalc was encountered in the Germer-
she:un, Saarbmol;en and Pas de Calais area. ~ -

- Regensburg Mission - Tdmét fire was moderate and accurste.
| Mee.ger flo.k at Poix and Chaulnes, Highly 1naccurate f‘lak was seen over Stms-
bourg, Mannheim and Crecy. . |

~.

WEA',lHER Although ueather Wo.s pmnca.pally 10/10 over England at take-off time s
CAVU weather conditions prevailed along most of the muta and at the targets.
All . targets were attacked v:Lsually as bmefed.

.{: QBSERVHTIONS° A sem:.-circle of smoke pots wa.s o'bserved at Augsburg oreatlng a
pgxr“lba.a,l smoke screen. A hght smoke soreen was also in 0perat10n at Stuttgarh.

-_ . A 1arge A/D was seen at l..818N - 1056E with about 50 or more
. ‘p&rkecl a./o reported as t/e, L-engine and 6--eng:1_ne a/c. o

: - , Many railroad cars Were seen near Luxembourye Traffic on Rhe:i.m |
.nver wa.s heavy. . & huge cone-shaped bun.ldlng wa.s observed at 4930N - 0550E.
" Exoellent smoke screen at K:Ltzlngen. .

r - A large V-shaped f'actory‘ was reported gt 14.930N - OSSOE, apps.rently
' camouflaped with grey canvas. An A/D was reported at Dietfurt with five hangars
- 7e e/a on the ground. A huge new built-up area and factory w:.th much
aotlv:l.ty and rallroad 11nes about observed at LB821IN - 0620E.

/
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.m%—--~~:-e.-f-.-f’e_.éﬁl”, . FIGHTER OPERATIONS : . .7 v
. Group - Type of A/C . Type of Support ' No.-AZC on Mission @ ZLost: (Claims
. 363 - P=51 Penetration . | 30, | 0 . 0-0-0
365 ©P=47 Penetration . - . .. = 22 0 0-0-0
"361. °  P=47 Penetration e e b 0. 2-1-3
362% .. . P=47 ‘Penetration . . . - L3 .0 1-0-0
L P=L7T Penetration . . . kb 0 5-0<0
359 - P=L7 Penetration . . 45 0 0-0-0
T84 "~ p=-47  + Penetration . 39 0. .1-0-0
78B. - P=47 Penetration - o o 40 0 0-0~2
357 -~ P=51 Target  (Regensburg) 40 2 x 5=0-0
20 - p~38 | Target (Furth) S 32 0 0-0-0
55 p-38 Target (Augsburg) o L1 0x 1=-2-0
| 354  P=51 - Target (Stuttgart) ¢ 45 -0 7-0-3
: 564 P=L7 7 Withdrawal St T 2 0 . 2-0-1
A 56B P=L7- Withdrawal 34 0O 1-0-1
o - 353A - P=47 Wwithdrawal - - - 2L 200 1=l=1
356 - P-47 Withdrawal . L6 0 0-0+2
353B. P-47 Withdrawal o 20 -0 0-0~0
352 - . P=L7 Withdrawal = LO 0  0-0-0
355 P-47 . Withdrawal | 50 0 . 0=0-0
365%% - P=4T7 " Withdrawal - | 23 .0 0-0-0
3633 P51 Withdrawal =~ 7 24, 0. 0-0-0
358% D7 Withdrawal . L8 1 0-0-0
36l DT Withdrawal - 28 0 ' 0-0-0
TOTALS o 826 3 26=4=13

o s T F # Ninth Alr Force'Groups.' ;
L : . #%  Groups flying second sortie.
f £ . x One a/c additional Category "E's'

' ' o

bets. . 20 groups of USAAF fighters, including three groups of Ninth Air Forcé . .~
N fighters, onc of P=5ls and two of P=l7s, gave penetration, target and withdrawal
escort .bo the bombers of all Divisions, Ten squadrons of RAF Spitfires and.two
squadrons of RAF Mustangs also provided withdrawal cover for the bombers.¢ |
Enemy reaction was smalls About'l25'e/a were'seen,,only,18-of which were t/e =
"e/a;. Attacks on bombers were mainly by small, well-coordinated formations of
e¢/a, but the opposition was not considered generally agressiveys. The only break
in fighter support came just before and after the target. The absence of an
anticipated headwind brought formations to the target ahead of schedule and may
_have been the reason for this lapse. Three groups flew double missions, two of

 P=47s and one of P~5ls, Fighter claims are 26§h~13 for two P=51s and one P=4T.

PENETRATION SUPPORT: 365th and 363rd Groups rendezvoused with the bombers at .
1130 and 1138 hours respectively in the vicinity of Amiens, and escorted unevent-
fully until 1155 hours in the vicinity of Mezieres, Two squadrons of 36lst

" Group rendezvoused on time with second section of combat wings. Because bombers
were south of course, lead squadron of 361lst Group rendezvoused four minutes

—“-nmn-ﬂ—‘n—
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laté'at'1206-hours withﬂiead combat wings'which were under attack by 15 Me-~109s
and Fif~190s southeast of San Quentin, E/A were dispersed and two destroyed.
Escort was broken off southwest of Luxembourg and Metz at 1232 to 1237 hours. .

362nd made rendezvous at 1210 hours in San Quentin area and escorted to Mannheim

area where escort was broken off at 1317 hours., En route home north of Reims
one flight was dispatched to escort a straggling B-17. The B-l7 was attacked
by two FW-190s and exploded before flight could close with the e/a, which evaded
combat with fighters, L4th Group rendezvoused in the vicinity of Sedan at 1220
hours, South of Luxembourg five FW=-190s made a frontal attack on the bombers,
but these e/a were dispersed and three were destroyeds A few minutes later four
FIi-190s were sighted, two of which were destroyed. Escort was broken off at
1302 hours east of Homburg, 359th Group made rendezvous at 1227 hours and
provided uneventful escort until 1305 hours. 78 A.and 78 B rendezvoused with
front and rear combat wings at 1225 and 125G hours respectively. 78 A continued
escort until 1325 hours when relieved by P-51s in the Rhine area, 78 B broke
escort at 1335 hours southeast of Mannheim, - | \ |

TARGET1§QEEORT: 357th Group rendezvoused northwest of Landau and escorted the

bombers over. the target and back to Landau at 1525 hours. This group saw a
total of five e/a in the target arca and destroyed all five, 354th Group es-
corted both B~17s and B=24s over the target, leaving them in the vicinity of -
Verdun,  This group claims 7-0-3 for no loss. 55th Group rendezvoused with
three boxes of B-17s of the lst Division and escorted them through the target
area and to the vicinity of Ulm, This group saw approximately 4O a/c and t/e
e/a, dispersed many and claim 1-2-0 without loss. - 20th Group escorted the 3rd
Division B-17s from Ansbach at 1357 hours through the target area and out to
Neunhirchen, This group saw 15 s/¢ e/a along the route, .

/

WITHDRAWAL SUPPORT: 56 A Group, finding P-38s with first box, rendezvoused

ot Landau with second box of three combat wings of B-17s and B-24s at 1500 hours
and escorted them to San Nuentin at 1545 hours., Group destroyed two of four
Me~-109s attacking a B-17 straggler near Karlsruhe., 56 B Group rendezvoused at
1505 hours at Neunhirchen with three combat wings and escorted them to Amiens.
at 1600 hours, Group destroyed onc FW-190 near Homburg and drove off four~
othor'e/a in the vicinity of Rethel, The 353rd Group rendezvoused at 1510
hours, twenty miles north of Saarbrucken with the lst Division formations, one

{

- box of 3rd Division B-17s and several boxes of B-24s. The group escorted them

uneventfully to the vieinity of Sedan at 1555 hours, The 356th Group, when |
advised that bombers were 15-20 minutes early and under attack, flew ten degrees
to right of briefed course and rendezvoused with first box of B-17s twenty miles

east southeast of Luxembourg at 1503 hours, dispersing three lie-109s at that -

time. This group also escorted 100 plus additional B-17s and two ccmbatl wings
of B=-24s, escorting them to the vicinity of San Quentin., 358th Group made
rendezvous at 153l hours ten miles northwest of Saarbrucken, and escorted
uneventfully to the vicinity of Abbeville, 353 B Group also provided unevent-

ful escort from Sedan to San Quentin. 352nd Group flew over briefed bomber

track and picked up both B-17s and B-24s as opportunity arose, escorting them
to the viecinity of Mezieres, at 1535 hours. This group dispersed several e/a
along the routc. 355th, 363rd, 365th and 36lst Groups all provided final with-
drawal escort, which was uneventful. -No e/n were seen by these groups. Addition=-
al withdrawal support was provided by 120 RiF Spitfire IXs and 24 RAF Mustangs,
which saw no e¢/a and had no claims or losses, '

NOTE: . The foregoing is bascd on preliminary information and should not be
used for record purposes. Lo
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Mission Report of 25 February Ul L Corg )

(Part II Cont'd)

1136 ~ Group loader of 3554 hal a demmed A transmitter, so wanted to
put tize vholo grop on Yo G chrrnel. Controller told (Oth Wing
ho would wass %o %he srovn ou € any information thuy dosired.

1140 - Ot Lontoller called back to any they went vo transmit dircct

: TR0 the ZeNer gn O LSeNAck . Canties e ¢.il cested that this not
be done as it woenld maro for groatar congestion on the channel,
and 70th coesn't lave o rolay on L charmel .

1150 -~ Pinetroc; Part of the et TF is 10 o4 los S of course,

1200 ~ O mtrolley c.
Acklioyicload .
1

1208 - B/ of

Gered 4t warned of oondits in St. Quentin area;

4
L )

7 .
}'.4,|- ~
"J ALY I

N e, 1 S \ - an . .t
Now 2l cn A entnacd.

1327 — FPart of Lt EIOCNT Coming oul,
C1U21 ~ Prom AJnx The Demhorg mme w0 ninuens eariy. This was passed to
+

all grouns and roknoviisdged by the S56th and 35tth at once, and by

N - gie . -V s
‘ ”~ '. - .- .
2 354N A g e,

1502 -~ Weathaor
1525 ~ Ajax called and wa

reports Celling at Blueofrock down to 1500 feet. |
8 Aalorned thad the 56th was beyond H/m range,
e

but sheulid be with the bembers; that the 3560th wasg brrely in
range, and no knowiadge of the bonbers. | -

1620 ~ Cerntroller nfornet L3 Group that B-i7s in the Aniens area were
crliing for help. “hortly therafsor a further renort was passed
0f a B-17 with only 2 engines. This information was also relayod
on the conference liae. |

III. GROUP CONTROLL

ER‘S FOSITIONS,

Uth Grqu (L4, Gumz , Controller) A/B 1112, L/F in at Dunkirk, 1150.'
Bombers were firet sighicd et 1210 and R/V was believed to have boen made

oo

at 1220 jJust west of tho schoduled noint. It is not known when or where
escori was -broken off, bub it was knowa to have been bofore 1315, L/7F
out at 1351, vicinity of Calais. 4% 1200 leador was warned of bandits in
St. Quentin area; acknowledged. at 1220 Group leader was notified of ofa
b0 miles west of Luxenbourg and again at 1227 of ¢/a 30 miles south of

Luxembourg; noeither mossay

0 acknovledged. Communicationss: R/T faded at

-

1227 about .8 niles casy of Foumiers a2d was not rosumed until 1315 in -
the vicinity of Brugsels, Radar nlotting corried the Group to the vici-
nity of Charleviile and picked them up on the way out around Brussels,

Heathfioid relay provided B/T coverage for 180 miles,

564 Grbxm (Lt.

Morolnnd, Cohtrollor). A/R 133%, L/#7 in near Flushing at

1415, Fo "pip* roceived at R/V and it was impossitle for the Controller
to determine wherc and when R/V made. 4 pta? at 1543 east of St. Quentin
indicatod that escort had been broken off. At 1423 1eader acrmowledged
nessage that hombers were 15 minutcs early. 4% .1519 Group was informed
that bombders were being attacked 25 miles enst of Luxenblourg:; acknowledged
Conmunicaftions: R/T was very good with a range from “onthficld relay of
about 270 miles., E/T contect was out. between 1456 and 1505. Radnr nlots

carried the Group inland to tho vicinity of Antwerp.
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Mission Report of 25 Fobruary u4h (Cont'd)
(Part IV Cont'd)

Stedman 35 at 1427 whan 100 miles out and over Frsnce requested a hom-
ing to Bluefrock. One stoer wa ilven after which ‘check calls were not
answered. The a/c landed OK. ‘ |

Stodman 46 at 1431 roquested an energency homing from 30 miles out.
The a/c had only 25 gallons of fuel. Landed safely at Jluefrock.

Keyworth 70 and 13, 90 wiles out from Iluefrock over France requested
an emergency honing at 1448, One steor weg given the a/c and then aue
to a.misunderstanding in the nmber of nilos they wore from that base
went over to Bluefrocl control at 1&50. Thoy landed safely.

Stedman 41 requested. an emergeoncy homing for- some a/c who were very
low on fuel at 1532. 'he a/c were vectored to the Dradwell drome, but
after they crossed in werc too low to fix accurately. Stedman Y41 advisod
that they would be 0X. A safe landing was made.

Vinepress 31 requested an energency honing at 1532, when 60 miles out.
The a/c was vectorcd to Dlucfrock bub the oranges were so bad there, de-
cided to go on to home base. One steer was given heading the a/c to lhome
basc and it then cinanged over to channel D. Landed OX,.

Beachouse 83 from about 100 miles out, over Freonce requoested a homing
at 1558. Two wectars were given the n/c and it landed OX,

Cutdr~ss BHlue One requosted a homing at 1611. The a/c was answered,
but nothing more heard from it. Landed safely.

beachouse 76 requested homing at 1604, Two vectors were given 76 and
a safe landing was nade.

- Handspun U4k very low on fuel requested homing at 1618. The a/c was
vectored to Lympe. Nothing more ‘heard, but a safe landing was made at
somo south coast field.,

Some bomber mayday'd at spproximately 1620 hours. 4 fix was obtained
and. passed to 11 Group and o soarch started immediately. The mosition was
50 miles south of Dungenoss. However later an a/c called stating it had
not yot ditched and at that time the call sign was given as Goldsmith 31,
4 continuous line of fixes were obtained and each time a vector wassed.
It was inpossible to understand the bomber transmissions and the con-—
tinuous transmissions Jammed the channel so that other a/c calling could
not bo taken care of satisfactorily. Goldsmith 31 crossed the coast be-
tween Deachy Head and Dungeness, turned left along the coast trensmitting
almost continuously, none of which could be fully'understood._Finally
Goldsmith 31 arrived over Shoreham where it was told it was over a base
and could and s:ould land. Hothing moro was heard so a safe landing is

- preswaed., -
llegardless of the above, spottors wero vectored to the nayday position
and soarched until lack of fuel forced them to return to brse. They
found no trace of any a/c or dinghy. 11 Group searched until nightfall
and plan to make a goneral scarch of the wholé area tomorrow morning.,

At 1625 Woodfire L5 roquested an emergency homing stating it would
probably be necessary to bail out when over land, Woodfire 45 was vec—
tored to the nocarest point of land and then cdecided to try to land the
alc. & vector was. given to West Malling when about 15 miles from that
field. Nothing more heard as the channel was Jammod.,

-——--no———-—._———
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Mission Report of 25 February 4li (Cont'd)
(Part III Cont'd) ‘

563 Groqp.(Lt. Moreland, Controller) A/B 1338 L/F in ncar Flushing at
1420. R/V lipio" wes received ot 145, CGrovp sscorted bombers to fmiens ab
1602. L/F oui south of Rerck at 101'%. At 1423 Group was advised that bom-
bers were 15 minutes sarly. AL 15i9 thoy were told that the bombers were
being attacked 25 miles east of Luxowbourg. Doth messages acknowledged.
Communica®icns: Samc as 5o,

355th Group (Lt. Foster, Con%roller) 5/T 1432, ;¥ in near Dunkirk about
1512 Bombters wers sighated &% 1H4I and Group took up escort position atb
this time. Bscort was furnished wnsil L/ out was made at 1642, At 1436
Group acknowievdgea the infusmanticn of tombers being 15-20 minutosecarly;
At 1528 passed warning. of bandile cnst of &bt. Quentin; acknowledged. atb
1634 information of bandits bobtween Ostend and Gsalais was passed and ac—
knowledged by Groun. Commucicacions: «doatafield relay provided an 2/
coverage of approximately 245 miles. Contact was maintained throughout
the wission. -

‘2§6th Group (Cept. Saul, Cpntroller) A/B 1341, L/F in on time at 1419
just north of Ostend. A% 1U22 Group was informed that the bombers were
15-20 minutes early; acknowledsed, R/V was made at Luxembourg at about
1500 and escort .«s furnished to the vicinity of St. Quentin at 15u9. L/F
out between Berck and Boulogne. Warnings of bandits in thelr area were
passed 4t 1446 and 1527, necither acknowledged. Relay a/c had to return
shortly after this. Leador acknowledged warning of bandits east of St.
Quentin nassed at 153%9. Gommunications:'R/T contact was lost at 1UU5 and
was not regained until 1539 when Group was 45 miles east of St. Quentin.
R/T coverage fron forward relay at Soutlminster was 192 miles. Radar
plots were good and carried the Uroup as far inland as Ghent.

I1V. CHANNELS B, C, AIND D,

Channel B (Lt Messinger, Controller) Wildcat 23 called at 1156 and 1205
requesting a homing each time. The a/c was answered each time but nothing
heard. -

Some bomber gave an SO0S signal at 1250. Spotters were vectored to the
area but v re not neecded as the bomber in distress crossed the English
coast OK. |

Gaylord 30 at 1305 hours requested ‘a homing while over France. Three
vectors were passed but after that further check calls were not answered.
The a/c landed OK.

Wildcat 19 requested an eumergency homing a2t 1319. The a/c was vectored
to a srot near Maritlesham and after that check calls were not answered.
The a/o landed safely.

Shirtblue 60 at 1345 requested a homing from across the channel in the
Calais area. The a/c was badly shot up but made Bluefrock OK and landed
there under dluefrock control.

Rebuke 41 at 1407 with once ongine out, requested a homing from across
the channel. The a/c was vectored to Dluefrock arriving there at 1430.
The oranges were sour at that base 'so U4l decided to go on to home base.
One steer was given and then Y41 went over to Fineboy and was homed suc—
cessfully.

-
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Mission Revort of 25 February 44 (Cont'd)
(Part 1V Cont'd)

Some Handspun a/c, probably 28, requested a homing at 16H3. It was im-
possible to obtain a fix due to the many a/c galling at the same time.
Later it was revorted that 28 landed OXK.

Vinepress 47 requested a fix at 1652. The same condition existed as
set forth in the above paragrani.

~ Vinepross 58 was given one stecr at 1701. No further fixes could be
obtained.

The same condition existec. when Vinopross 33 requested a homing about
1703,

Some bombeor mayday'd at 1706 Just as it was Crossing the coast between
Beachy Heac and Dungeness. The a/c was given itls position and a steer to
Lynpe 30 miles away. According to renorts from 11 Group the crew bailed
out shortly therafter.

Same condition existel wihen Wildcat 32 requested a homing at approx-
imately 1710.

Communications were very ool and fixing good until approximately 1620.
After that and until approximately 1720, it was almost impossible for
the fixer stations to sort out the many calls made to controller and
obtain bearings on any particular.onc.

Channel C (Capt. Hecht, Controller) Usunl amount of information received
from the bombers and passed to the fighters to aid the R/g‘s. Toward the
end of the mission the chennel was again Jammed up so badly with homings
that various bombers calling for help could not be reached by the con-
troller,

Communications generally good, but some RDF whine at beginning of mis-
sion on local, also from 1320 to 13%40.

Channel D (Lt. Newell, Controller). Fairly light traffic, with 28 vec-
tors nassed to a/c singly and in groups. Onc emergency homing resulted in
a landing in the vicinity of North Weald, after trying repeatedly to get
voice fixes, had to use the nip-squeak. In such cases, lack of an addi-
tional D/F station is very noticeable.

Fixing was generally fast and accurate, with some trouble caused by
low altut wde work, R/T and R/T discinline were both good.
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IR ADQUARTERS
65TH TICHTER WING
APO 637 AAF Station F-370

NUMBER 25 | | 26 February 1944,

NARRATIVE REPORT OF WING OPERATIONS EROOM
. Bomber Escort Mission of 25 February 4y (VIII FC TFO 251)
- (Targets — Stuttgart, Augsburg, Regensburg, Furth)

I. GENERAL.
. *The 4th Group was on penetration escort and all other groups of this Wing

were on withdrawal. 4 good track was kept of the bombers and fighters with the
help of calls from Pinotree, good R/T, and good radar plots. The penetration

| with R/Vs went according to schedule. Apparently 15 to 20 minutes were gained
in the target area, but groups making K/Vs on the withdrawal were warned in
timo to follow the schedule. Crossing out times of the bombers ranged from 20
minutes early to 6 minutes late.

The 355th Group stayed with the bombers until crossing out; the other
groups had to leave earliocr, and no group was available to dispatch to several
‘known stragglers which were obviously receiving the attention of the Huns.

The RAF controller reported his aircraft were with bombers and engaged and
couldn't be diverted., '

R/T indicated fairly continuous enemy opposition especially on the with-
drawal. There were not many radar plots of hostile activity.

Coordination of the Wings and Ajax was fair. Less information than usual
was passed.

Communications were satisfactory with all groups on all channels with the
exception that emergency homings on C channel again interfered seriously at
the end of the mission with bomber position and distress calls.

Again the task forces, divisions and bomber call signs were very confusing

B channel was blocked for over an hour at a crucisl period by the almost
steady R/T from one particular bomber, Gelasmith 31, and it is believed sever-
al other mayday attempts weroc foiled on this account.

Chief Controller, Capt. Larrabee. Staff Officer, S/L Hydes.

II. PRINCIPAL EVENTS 4T CHIEF CONTROLLER'S POSITION,

1040 ~ An a/c of one of tho outgoing Task Forces partially identified as
S J for Jake, reported on C channel the presonce of a etr-
o A N ge Be)lTrsdefinitely not belonging:te that:TF,:zave: thelnosition
U el 4, -as 5102 — 00”7V or E\,Yend gsked.that “tb:beiinvestigated.. /1l Group
immecdiately informed.
1120 - C channel and the conference line both indicate that all TF's on
course and time.
1121 — 11 Group called to report that the strange B-17 had beon found
stooging around the Hawkinge arca at 3000 feet. 1t wae described
as a lone American B-17 marked T for Tare. 11 Group requested a
check up to see if such a plane should be there, and the above
information was passed to Pinetree on the conference line. No
furthere information was rcceived from either Pinetree or 11 Group
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