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R ADQUARTERS
RINSTY FIFTE BCRRARDIST GROUP (7)
Office ¢f the Operatioms Officer

4 February 13544.
SUBJYCT: 8-3 Narrative for Operational Mission of 4 February 1944,
T0 ¢t Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 634.

l. CHNERAL NARRATIVE. 21 a/c of 964 took off {rom base at 0850-
0904 to form the 1ead sroup of 138 Combat ¥inz. By 0910 the Group formation
had assembled over base at 2000', fssembly with 95R over buse was not
effected due *o stratus clouds at briafed altitude,

Turing the elimb to bombing altitude 958 tacked on Lo 95A and
climbed in trail to 20,000'. Due to winds of higher velocity than briefed,
Splasher #6 aad Buncher #12 were cut short in attempt to meke Lhe cor+rolled
time at Splasher #7. '

“n route from Buncher #12 to Splasher #7 the 1008 Group filled
in the 132 Combai Wing as low Group. Good Combat Wing foruation was oh-
served after reachinr bombing altitude.

95A, one minute late at Splasher #7, loft +he “nglish coast from
Clucton ut 1053 at 21,000' and proceeded on course. The enomy coast was
crogsed al 23,000' five miles north of course at 1125, The route from che
Sricrty gonst to the target was flown approximeely 25 miles north of the
briefed course. A turn to the south fowurd Prankfurt was made and paralleded
course ntil north of the target,

At the I.P. there were occasional bresks in the clouds with coverage
generally 6-8/10's, The PLL ship of 134 Combet fing Pired yellow-yellow flare
and 964 ovened bomb bay doors. Bombs were amay on smoke I'lareg at 1224 on

o
magnetic heading 210",

A right turn was pade off the target, and track out was morth of
course. znemy coast was crossed at 51%47 03°54'3, this being vary near the
same place the enery cozst was crossed geing to the target. ;

Descent was not berun until mid-channel due to ecloud formations,
English coast was recrossed ot 1432 just esst of Orfordncss snd 96A Group
arrived over buse at 1535, Landing at home base were from 1554-1549 hours,

€. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACXIN:. 21 a/c left base in the formation snown
int the attached Diagrar "A", 8/c #7826 returned to bage Lefors beiny dis-
patched and is not éredited with a scrtie. 20 s/c were dispatehed and 20
a/c attacked the target wnd wre credited with sorties.
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ESADOTA T OSS CEPH BORMBARDHINT GROUP (") ) Twimis
AP0 534
X - -

4 FPebruary 1934

AIZCRATY WOT ATTAORIN

3 Group Formatien ¥ission of 4 Felraary 1564

Fuw-ep of rl/': Sohedulefievsssvssssosssnconsssnsses 21
Sumber of "x/‘: Tt‘:in: D assesssssnsssssssnnnnanns 21
-,s/’: Tﬁkiﬂ? OFF leps 1a3580 SDEIGCeescssescsssonse 21
“hanber of ,t’./c Z‘-is?at»:h@dou........-....u....... 18
Hambver of “!l’} LELackin seevsesssssvarcansenrsrans 17
Tamber of .:"-./f'- Tot fttackiniesessesssssroversenene £
Puroor of Sortitgesssssccsvneseacesssensescrsscssn 13
Setalled deserintion of rean-ons sy sireraft did not attacis

le A/C 4220043 To Sortie. left forsatien bercres beins dis-atehed
becsuse oft {e) | 4 euwrine failure,.

2e .-‘./3 428080 e Sortie, Lal't Pormstion belore Selnr dissatched
besezss of: () 4 enpize failure, -

8. 4/c 423400 Yo Sortie. Laft formation balors Leing dimpatohed
beosune o: (&) 2 supersharrer rerulatar failed.

& .A,/I 42-379%6 Sortie, laft formatiom after Leing disnntohed

because of's (8) S superobarger regulator falled,

For the CJomma-dim- Of icer:

s pe A SSTRESNED

i - e ."

L8s Ooles Alr Corpe,
o~

Cnovationg OFfioere
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6ET7. FIGHTIR WING _

APO 637 #4AF Station F-370
NUMBER 13 5 February, 194k,
NARRATIVE: REPORT OT WING OPERATIONS ROOM

Bomber Escort Mission of 4 Fsovruary 44 (VIII FC FO 234)
(Target - Frankfurt

~I. GENERAL. :

A typical long-range mission. Radar plotting was fair but of little use in
following the forces; however, R/T was gocd and helped the controller keep a
rough track of the bombers and fighters. T2c bombers reported that they were
from four (4) minutes late by some cozhat wings e on time by others. They were
apparently north of course on pens azl ruite sproad out on withdrawal.

tration

some coming out far north of ths planred withdrawal track.
Sevoral hostile radar ploss sypssred, =nd E/T indicated many "bogies" but

no contact.

The weather was good during “he mission oxcupt at the F6th's base which
closed in at landing timo.

Had tho bomber forces been abls %o pass their position this Wing could have
beon of more veiue to them as well as to our own groups. This Wing can plot the
bombers if their position is given Ly “&%, lat and long or in reference to coded
locations given in the field orcer.

Coordination between Ajax snd VWinzs was satisfactory insofar as the pass-
age of pertinent information wss concerned.

II PRINCIPAL EVENTS AT CHIER CONITOLLER'S POSITION,

0900 - 11 Group was given tho intended posision of spotter aircraft.

1000 - Controller asked thul the H65h and b67th Wings and 12 Group check
on any aircraft that ‘recy have flying in northern East Anglia as

we arc expericncings very bal interforence on "B" from some unidenti-
fied A/C. All replied tiwey had no 4/C in that area.

1027 - From "C"; 1st ATF on course on timo. Fassed on conference line.

1103 - 4th Wing of 2nd ATF omne (1) minute late at 1053. No contact with
lead Wing. Passed on confersnce line.

1104 — 66tk and 67th Wings and Ajax notified that through an R/T violation
the 4ih Group had given away the code letter for Antwerp. Group
contriliors were told not tc uee *his reference point if at all
possible.

1122 - 2nd ATF is formod and is running from 4 minutes late to on time. 3rd
ATF on time on course. This from "G'; passed on conference line.

1154 - From "C": 3rd Wing of 3rd A1F is returning. At 1207 they gave their
position &t requost of coniroller who wanted to send the 356th to
them for escort. Thoy were almost back to England Dy this time,

= however, and no escort was necessary. Ajax informed.

1220 - 2nd Wing of 1st ATF is 10-15 minutes late coming out. Received on
Ho'. passed on conference line.

Controller informed Fiying Control at the 56th that the weather at
tinir station was going to be very bad about landing time,Control-
ler will keep them informed.

1253

CONFIDENTIAL
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Mission Report of 4 February 44 (Centid) 52
(Part II cont'd)

III.

1259 - Ajax calls asking loa:tion of 355th. Told it is 7 minutes late. Says
to watch activity in Y square.

1310 - Ajax A-3: Is the 56t with the bombers? No, indications they are
returning. :

1318 - Flying Control at the 356th informed by controller that the 56th A
and B Groups would be homed to that station. Homing will eventually
be turned over to the 356th on "CI.

1324 - Flying Control at the 56th informed of the foregoing entry.

1334 - Ajax called asking for the position of the 355th. Ajax told control-
ler to instruct the 355th to go in and mect the 3rd ATF and any
stragglers.

355th told to penctrate as far as possible to pick up the 3rd ATF
and. any stragslers and escort them out. 355th said they would not
be able to penetrate too far,

1346 - Ajax, checking on a bomber call for help. Told 355th is being in-

1335

formed.

1351 - Ajax called again requesting the 355th be put on the 3rd ATF if
possible.

1408 - Ajax requested position of 355th, supplied. Ajax told the controller
to order the 355th to withdraw to the NW and to »ick up any strag-
glors and assign units Yo escort same.

1410 ~ Controller asked group controller to instruct the 355th as per fore-

going entry.
GROUP CONTROLLERS' POSITION.

Yth Group Airborne at 1012, crossed in over Flushing at about 1059. Radar
plots limited to an area raid. Passed waiiing of huns over Antwerp, point
"F', Group leader heard to ask whore "F' was, and another pilot said it was
Antwerp. R/V made at 1118 to “he east of Beverloo. R/T contact lost shortly
thereafter and was not regained until 1147 at about the same point. At 1224
asked leader if he had crosscd out. The answer was "YES". Landed at 1309.
Southminster relay used with good results to about 200 miles.

56 4 Group Airborne at 1116, Yo radar except a large area raid all the way
across the channel. Crossing in signal heard at 1152 and Group was probably
near Flushing. Group penetrated well iniand, but apparently did not make
R/V. Crossing out signal heard at 1312, probably near Ostend. Warned of bad
weather at base at 1325 and 1336, and told to go to 356th base, but R/T in-
dicated that Group procecded to the home base. Landed at 1358,

56 B Group Airborne at 1128. No radar plots. No signal heard but estimated
landfall in at 1212 souti of Flushing. Group saw some bombers, apparently
coming home early, but didn't make any R/V. At 1310 warned of bandits in
Brussels area. Time and place of landfall out unknown. Warned of bad weather
at base at 1330 and 1348, and to go o 356th base, but R/T indicated that
group proceded to the home base. Landed at 1423. Local and Heathfield relay
used with very satisfactory results. R/T coverage throughout mission except
for a short time when 56 B had to relay message from 56 4. Distance covered
estimated »t 240 miles from Heathfield.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Mission Revort of 4 February M
(2t 1II Cont'd)

355th Group Airborne at 1215, crossod o%%y near Bradwell. Group crossed in
about 1321 eshimated at 10 miles northwest of Dunkirk. Radar plots carried
to vicinity of Liile. Group peneirated to Gaarleroi, where the "pip" was

heard at 1341. At 1337 the lozfor was asked if he saw the B-24's--the an-
swer was "I0%, whoroupon the controller instructed the group to find the

B-.24'g if possible and to escori the last box oubt, keeping a careful check
on endursnce. Acknowledged. lroup stayed in area until 1410, but apparently
didn't find the B-24's. Information of bandits was passed and the group tri-
od to contact these, spparcntly without rosults. Crossing out signal heard
at 1429, probably near Ostend. Lando
days used, both with very setisfactory re
over a Gistance of 180 niles.

534. 3560th and Scuthmimster re-
wuiss. R/T contact was not lost,

}§6th Group &irborne at 1059. Crossing in signal heard at 1130, about 6
niles nortn of Flushing. Radar plets of poor quality extended to the coast.
R/V was made just north of fLoshon at 1150, 2/T faded at this point and was
not resumed until 1234, whon « fipin® was heard indicating leaving the bom-
bors, location unobteirable. Lo indicationg of combat. No warnings passed
to group. Group made landfall out avout 1300 near Flushing. Landed at 1345.
Local and Heathfield relay used, with good coverage to 220 miles.

IV. CEANNELS I, C AND D.

Channel B Yo mayday received during this mission. Four emergency homings,
two bombers and two fighters, were controlled with all planes landing safe-
1ly.

.R/T was vory poor during the first threc hours of the mission due to faul-
ty transmitter in an unidentified alrcrafi, Fixing was very good.

o
f=T]

Channel C In general the operaticn of this channel was normel and satis-
factory. At the beginning of *ic mission the bomber forces passed their
course and timings on this chenmncl. Theose in turn wero given to the chief
controller as an 2id in affecting bomber-fighter R/V. At 1153 the 3rd Wing
of the 3rd ATT advised that he was returaing with 28 4/C. He gave his pos-
ition upon request, and it was found that he was close enough to England
not to need an escort. Mhe wsval amount of Fighter-bomber intercom was
heard although corsiderable ¢ifficulty &t times in receiving answers from
the bombers.

Local and relay usced; communiceztions .<htisfactory. R/T coverage was Ob-
tained up to 200 niles.,

Channel D An unusually light mission from a homing standpoint. 21 A/G -
requested homings, a voctor was passed to each and all landed safely. R/T
procedure was very good; all pilots cooperated to the fullest extent.

Communications on bteoth local and rclay were very good. Some tractor inter-
ference was heard, but did not Zut=zfars too badly.
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: AAF STATION 101 A :
AP0 634

EIGHTH AIR FORCE NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS

> 208th Operation = 4 February, 1944

Mission No. 1 - (1st B.D.g Frankfurt
Mission No. 2 = (3rd B.D.) Frankfurt
Mission No. 3 = (2nd B.D.) Frankfurt Area
Fifteen Combat Wings, totalling 841 heavy bombers, took cff to attack
targets in the Frenkfurt area, with fifteen groups of USAAF fighters and
eight squadrons of RAF Spitfires as e.cort. Over 900 tons were dropped on
Frankfurt through cloud, making the second heavy daylight attack on this
target within a week by Eightn Air Force. Encemy fighter opposition was weak,
but crosswinds forced bembers to fly over flak councentrations, with some
-casualties and considerablc bavtle damage resultirg.

The heavy overcast and winds, making navigation difficult and the failure
of special equipment on FFF a/c lcading 2nd Bombardment Division caused many
aircraft to bomb scattered targets of opportunity in the Frankfurt-Cologne
area. One B~24 Combat Ving roturned to bases duc to PFF failurc. Giessen,
Weisbaden and Tricr werc among targets bombed by other B-17 and B-24 formations

Eightcen B-17s, including two PFF o/c, and two B-2is were lost., Ten of
thesc a/c werc reported hit by flak. Only three bomber rroups reported any
e/a attacks, and total bomber claims are 4=0-0., Two fighter groups make claims
which total 8-0-4. One P-38 is missing. - :

BOMBER OPERATIONS

Unit NUMBER of A/C . Personnel Casualtics
ST BOMB DIV. (Dispatchcd Attacked Lost) (Kilicd Wounded Missing)
MISSION NO, 1 - Primary Qther Targets

lst C.W. 56 52 1 2 0 2 22
LOth C.W. 96069 10 b 5x 5 40
L1st C.W. 102 41 51 0 0 T 0
alth C.W. 28 17 10 1 0 S 10
Pathfinders 5 4 =k 1 0 0. 11

287 183 75 Bes 5 iy B3

3RD BOMB DIV,
MISSION NO.2

Lith CW. - - 110 52 55 3 0 0 30
13th C.W. 116 109 1 L 0 2 40
45th C.W. 71 0 65 - 2 0 1 20
Pathfinders 5 o= R <1 [¢] 1 =10

302 163 12k 10 0 L 1060

x B-17 of the 92nd Group crash-landed at Matching duc to engine failurc and
5 ecrew members were killed and 5 injurcd.

CONFIDENTIAL
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which followed them report thrce instances of e/a attacks. Six s/e e/a, out
of a totel of 15 encountered in the target arca, made single passes, which
crews reported as not pressed home, In addition the low group of this wing
reported about 30 s/e e/a attacking stragglers in the Liege areca, and 30 FW-190&
werc reported as making a few weak attacks in the vicinity of Aachen, 3rd
Division claims are 4-0-0.

2nd Division B-24s encountered only eight e/, of which only threce FW-189s
50 miles west of Coblenz made a few weak passes.

In general, escorting fighters were reported as giving very completc cover,

ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE: Heavy cloud and crosswinds, making navigation difficult
appaerently forced bomber formations to fly considerably north of their briefed
route, and they encountered much accurate f'lak over the Ruhr in the Cologne-
Bonn area and at other localities., In the 1st Division, the 4Oth C.V, en-
countered intense, accurate, continuous flak over the Ruhr on the way to the
target, and moderate accurate predicted following flak at 25,000 feet over both
Cologne and Mainz and intense predicted following flak, very accurate at

25,500 feet over Frankfurt, also flak along the coast from Bruges to five miles
past Dunkirk. The 4lst C.U7. encountered intense accurate barrage flak at
25,000 over Eindhoven, intense accurate barrage over Aachen, very intense
accurate barrage at position 5040N-0640E and very intense but inaccurate flak
over Veisbaden.

In the 3rd Division, the 45th C.W. encountered intense accurate barrage
flak at 23,000 feet just south of Bonn enroute to target and intense barrage
flak north of Bonn on return rcute. All crews report intcnse accurate flak
in the Ruhr area on way to and from target. Ten a/c in all are reported lost
to flak, ;

WEATHER: Crews reported 8/10 to 10/10 cloud over the Continent and very low
temperatures contributing to mechanical failures. The overcast and crosswinds
as formation approached the target caused considerable deviation from the
briefed route. :

OBSERVATIONS: A large airfield near Deelan, Holland, with four-engine a/c
on it was reported. '

Several crews reported barrage balloons, with no cables visible,
at around 25,000 feet over Holland.

CONFIDENTIAL
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% FIGHTER OPERATIONS

- Group Tyoe of A/C Iype of Suppcrt No. A/C on Mission Lost Claims
361 P-47 Penetration LEaehs 0 0~0=0
784 P=L7 Penetration 33 0 0-0~0

- 356 © P=47 Penetration : L1 0 0-0-0
359% P=-L7 Penetration i L8 0 0=-0~0
L P=L7 Penetration L8 0] 0=-0-0
358 P=47 Penetration S L8 0 0-0-0
55 p-38 Target 31 0 0-0-0
20 p~38 . Target . 25, 1 . 0-0-0
354 : P=51 " Target Ll 0 0-0-0
353 P=47 Withdrawal 43 O, 0=0=0
78B « . P=47 Withdrawal 3% (¢ 0-0~-0
352 © P=47 Withdrawal L8 0 L=~0=1
5 R P=47 Withdrawal : Li 0 *0=0=0
56A - P=47 Withdrawal 29 0 ‘0=0~0
56B P=47 Withdrawal ° 35 0 L,=0=3
= Lo P=47 General Area Al 0 0-0-0
TOTALS : 637 1 B Ol

*Participated twice.

: Enemy fighter oppositicn wes reported as exceptionally weak by our
fighters, with a total of only 65 e/a in all encountered and only two fighter
groups making claims,

Penetration support to the lst Bombardment Division was first given by the
'359th fighter group which was vectored to hunt for e/a but sighted noné. At
1615, this group returned to the bomber formations and uneventfully swept the
Nijmegan, Arnheim and Apeldoorn areas. The -4th group rendezvoused with the
bombers at 1118 and escorted them without incident until 1132, At 1137 the
354th group took over north of Coblenz, taking the bombers through the target
area and leaving them at 1305, These fighters report 1 B-17 going down from
flak in the target area and another such incident southcast of Antwerp, but
no e/a seen, The 56 A group reached its rendezvous point at 1220 and orbitted
the area for 20 minutes sweeping to the coast, but also saw no enemy flghters.
The 56 A & B groups before meetlng the bombers encountered 23 = 30 FW 190s in
the Charleroi-ilorenne area, and in the resulting combats scored 4-0-3 without
loss to themselves, The fighters reported these eneny pilots as experienced and
aggressive.

Continuous and uneventful escort to the 3rd Bombardment Division was pro-
vided by the 36lst, 78 A, 55th 353rd and 78 B groups with no e/a encountered.
Some fighter pilots reported the bomber formations as loose in the target area
and somewhat difficult to cover,
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Escort to the B-24 formations wa$ first provided by the 358th and
356th groups, both of which reported a complete uneventful mission., From
1205 until 1302, the 20th fighter group provided cover and also saw no e/a.
After the 352nd group sighted the bombers north of their briefed course and
made rendezvous at .ldenhoven, 16 - 20 ¢/a were seen in the Brussels area and
the ensuing combats resulted in claims of 4 destroyed and 1 damaged, Finally,
the 359th group provided uneventful escort, seeing no e/a and the 355th group
patrolled uneventfully on free lance withdrawal support, likewise without
incident.

The generally poor weather which hindered the bombers may explain to
some extent the lateness of enemy fighter reaction, but it appears that there
were exceptionally few e/a in the air throughout this entire operation,

NOTE: The foregoing is based on preliminary information and should not be
used for record purposes.
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