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.!EO I | :r;i;T $tation F-J/O

ci-u.ring ':lr.e mission er.crFt ai the 56tfrt s base which

1;o pass tl:oir position this Wing could havo
to our ol,nil groups. [his Wing can plot tho
il rili , lai ancr- long or in reforence to codsd.

no contact.
the weather was good

closed in at landing timc',
Had. tho bo:aber force s boen abic

been of nore ve,l,ue to ti:em as tur:ll as
bombers if their position is gire"r ?:;-

Locations given in the field. o::i.e:r.
Co o rclinat ion betvleen 3"j iLx,''rn':l- il r L1 5'rj I'.ia s

age of pertinent infornatioil ,Tt:''s c'-1:fllc:r:Lied '

II 3A11{C1PAI,

0900 -
r AAN.tu\./u -

LO37 *
r-101 -
1104 *

TL22

1154

L22o

L253

satisfactory insofar as tho Pass-

EVEIffiS At CHII"? C0iIil.C.'-,LSni S F051SI0I{"

11 Group I'ras gi've;:i. ih.a inicnd-*J, r:osition of spotter aircraft'
Controller askccl i;.:.r . 'lJl: f.,i,'.;1'. aLri 5Jlh 'vlings ancL 12 Oroup che ck
on any a.irc::a.fi ll;.ir,i. ii ::oi' 'ri''-e fl.r"i::g in northern Iast Anglia as
wu "r'L cxpericrrcin.l: re,:;,,r b;,1 lnterfcrence on fl3il from some unldenti-
fied A/C. All rcplied. tir.e;y' had- no .a/i: in tha.t area.

from lr0ll ; lst,Afl3 on course on tirno, Fassed on conference line.
4ttr Wing of 2nd.lrf-? one (t) rninute late af LAjJ. No contact r,rith

lead. l{ing. Passed on conference lin.c.
6[;ir-";t 6ltr. '$ings and. "ct"'1ax nctifi.ec. that through an B/E viotation
tiro 4tli iiroup i:,::"d.6ivcn {rw$.y'i1l:Le cc,le ler,ter for Antwerp. Group
contrir.?."tois wero toicl not to i,ise fhrs rcference point if at all
rr,acih'l r'

2nC. AtF is formc,l and is I'urrli:rfa fron 4 minutes l-ate to on tirae' JrC.
AB!1 on tiree ri: courso, [,:.is fron irCil ; i:a,sseci on conference 1ino.

Sronrl0rl; Jrd. i{-'ing of JrC. Ji'tT is ret,u.:r:Lirg. At 1207 they gave thelr
position ttt ruquo*t of coniroller who wanted to senci tile J56th to
ihem for escc,rt. thoy were alnost back to $rrglancl by this tine'
however, and nb escort wes nccossei:y. .A'Jax informed.

2nc1 Wing of |st.[tF is 10-15 minut,es late corning out. Received on
ll0ll ; i.'assed on confercnce lino.

Controltor inforned. Siyir:g Control at the 55th tirat tho weather at
ti.,rir siation was 6oing'iro be very bad. about l-ancling tine.Control-
ler vrill keop thom info:'rned""

ggIgi!grgJ,4!

ILA Date j.:1[-tlf
lm{3ER u ! FebruarY, 1944.

NJIFS.AIIUS' $S'?O?,ir 0T fililG OPgjiAtIONS B00M
Sourber Escort Misslon of Ll'I'.";bru-ary'44 (rurr 3C f0 214)

(larget - grankfuli)

I. C#NEneT.,
.4, t3pical long-rango mission. Rada:'plotting was fair but of littLe use in

following-the forcesl hor,.ler,'or, It/f vras gocd. and. helped. the contrpller keop a
rough track of the bonbers an& fighl:e::s, [,:e bombers roported. that they woro
froil four (4) minut,es lalo bJ'sons con'rat, -,r:n.g:s bc on timo by othors. fhey were
apparently north of ccr;:'se on l)err.i1-:,'ai. ic,:: ,r;1 r;'":ir.,c sproad' out on withd-ralval .

some coming out fa:' nor"bh oJl ':il; r:Lanr.ell- uij:.hrl;]]e.viir'l- tra'ck'
Sevcral hostilc iad-e:: pio':s a;:p:ra::e--- 1 Eir"l I;./'J j.nd.icated. manyllbogiesll but
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Mission Report of 4 X'ebruary 4Il (Conttd.) -"(Part II contrd.)

L259 -.A.jax ca1ls asking lor;:::+"ion of l!!th. Eotd. it ls J ruinutes 1ate. $ays
t'o watch activity ir:. Y sErare.

U10 - Ajax.[-]l Is tho !6t.r vrith tho boilbers? No, ind.ications they aro
roturning

Ll18 - !'lying Control at tho 3r6fh inforncd by controller that the 56th ,A
and.3 Groups would. be iioncC to that station. Ilorning r,trilI eventually
be turned. over to tire J!6th on lr0ll .

L32\ - 3'Iying Control at tire 56ttr informod. of the foregoing ontry.
L33\ - Ajax called. asking for the position of the 355fh, Ajax told. control-*lpr to j.nstruct thc J55th to go in and :nect the Jrd. A[I' and. any

stragglers.
1335 - 355111 told. to ponctrate a.s far as possible to pick up the Jrd. AIT

and- any stra,g;3lers anc. oscorl them out, 355th said. they would. not
be able to penotrr.ts too fi.r.

- -\,r1346 - AJax, cirecking on a bomber call for heLp, 9o1d. 355fh is being in-
formed..

I35l - Ajax called again requcsting the 35iNh be put on the Jrd. A[X' if
po s sible .

L408 - Ajax reqr:"ested. posS.tion of 355th, su,nplied.. AJax to1d. tho controllerto order flne Jiifh tc vr-i,ihdrarr to ti:e ITlf and. to pick up any strag-
gl-,.;rs and. assign unj-l;s to cscort saflo.

1410 - Controller askecl Erou! controller to instruct the 355fh as por fore-
going entry.

III. GNOI.IP CONfROTIEAS' POSIIION,

4th Group Airborne at 1012, crossed in over Flushing at about 1059. Bad.arplots limitecl to an area raj-d.. Passecl wei;..iug of huns over Antwerp, polntllfllr Group leader hea.rd. to ask !;l:cre liFll w^s, and another pilot said it was
Antwerp" R/Y nacl-e at 1118 to iJrc ea,st of 3e,rcrloo. R/[ coniact lost shortly
thereafter anC. was noi rcgaincrl until tf47 at abou.t tho sar,ro polnt. At 1224
asked. lead.er if hs had. crosscd. out. lhe answer was llTESrl . land.ed at lJOj, '

Southninster rele,y usccl. with goocl results to about 200 mlle s,

56 .g OroW .ftirborne n.t 1115, ]tro rad.ar except a large aroa raid. all the way
across thc cl:anneI. Crossing in signal lieard. at 1152 and.Oroup was probabty
noar 31ushi.ng. Group penetratod. well iniand-, but epparently c1id. not makoti/V. Crossing out sigtral heard. at LJLZ, probably tr"*" Qsteird.. lfarned. of bad.
weather at base at LJTJ and 1JJ6, a.nC- totd. to go to 356fh base, but R/I fn-
d.icated. that Grorrp proceccied to ths homc base. land.ecl at 1J18.

56 3.Oror8 .&,irborne at 1128. iTo raclar plots. 1{o signaL heard. but estimatod.
land.fall in at l-212 south of Slusiii.rig. Gqoup sew some bombcrs, apparently
coming home early, but d"id.nrt nakc any R/V. At Ul-O warned. of band.its in
Brusscls area. Sims ancl place of Land.fall out unknown. Warnod. of bad. weatherat baso at IJJO and. 1Jl+8, ancl to go 'l;o 3!6th base, lut R/E inclicated" that
group procedecl to the hoi:e baso" "T"rand"ed- at 142J. L,ocal and. Ileathfield. relay
used. with very satisfactory results. f/g coverage throughout nission u*"*ptfor a short tine wiren !5 3 i:ne. to :elay nessage fron !6 A. Distanco coverod
ostimateC .t 240 miles fron lieathfield..
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l,lission Renort of 4 February 4\ ico':l,ic'.)(re:t I rI iont 'c')
jl5!& Qroi4 .Airborne at :zit5n crossocl 6'$,t near Srad.well. SrouP crossed in
ffiouf-itrt-e stirr:.ted. at 10 r:iles northwost of D',rnkirk. Rad"ar plots carried
to vicinity cf l:..,-e . $r'cui-'';)r,:ir:rJ.lr:;,i;cd tq: C:raricroi, where thelipipil was. - _\llearo ar 1141 .. iti tJal'{ the l,rri,,cj: tras askccl if he saw the B-241s--tho an-
swer was lilriili . whci.errpon the con'1;:'ol-ie:i instructecl the group to find. the
B-24t s if irossible and. to escori; i:::c lars't box out, koeping a careful check
on endr:rance. Aci;nowle*god-. l!ro'ni: staycd' ln arca until 1410' but apparently
d.id.nlt find. tire,i-24rs. In-foriui-tion of barij"its was passed and. the group tri-
ed. to contact these, at:.rli&roriil;g r,r1 i;ic,:t rr:surts, Crossing or:t signal heard.
at t429, proba.biy near -srtcnd-. Le;-.i;cd at 1!';)i'" 35QtU and Scutil.nisster ro-
"lays uscd, both witl: vor.;r sai;lsfac'';o:'y rosu-iis. Rit contact vras not lost'
ovor a C'istancc of lBO l:il-cs

l5"6tf:_grqW J,.lrborne at l-059. ii:'ossing in signal- hea,rd at 11J0, about 6
niGs nort'6 of l:-u;,;hi.rg. iiaC"a: l.-rl-oi,r of poor,qualit,y cstcnclccl to the coast.
R/V was nacl-e jus', no::i,.r of Jr,...i.r:r i,i iilJ. ?./l ir:d.ed" at this point and. was
not resr:mecl r:ntil 12;L tv::.on rr "i,-l'; r*i:"s l:card. ind-ic'ating leavlng the bom-
bers, Iocation unobta.ir-.abie. llo j.r,i.j-cai,:oLs: cf eonba.t. No warnings passed
to group. 0roup nadc l;indfall cut a,bout 1JOC near 3lushing. Land-ed" af fi\i.
Irocal a:rd lleathfie.ld rel.ay uscc., i,,rith p;ccc-]- ocvorago to 220 miles.

IT. CIIANNELS r, c .41[D D,

Channel S No niayday received c1u-ring this nission. Four emergency honings'
twoTombers and. two fighters, v/cre cor:lrol1ed. with all planes land.ing safe-
1 --rJ r,

.R/[ was 1 ,rX ?oor d"uring thc first t]rrec hours of the nission due to fauL-
ty transniitter in an uniclon-li.fi.crl aiic:'rf b, ;i'i.xing i'ias very good.'

CiranneL C In 6iencral tl:.e o;r:11.r:j.ci. of ti:j.s channel uas normal an* satis-
T"ci,allrl-*t the boginning of ':,,.; mlssion i,h.c bonl,:er forees passod their
course anil +,i-ni;rfls on tliis cl:a"::ircl, l'.rhcse ttl turtf, 

"'tero given to the chief
eon."uroller a,s an aid j.n affecting bornb,:r-f1ghter n/V. ,q,t lIlJ tho Jrd. Wing
of the Jrd- A'IX'ac-i.vised that he was retur:rin.g wibh 28 A/C. ile gave his pos-
ition upon reo-uest, and- it r,,ras founcl th.at hc was close enough to Sngland.
noi to nce6, e,n escor't. frJl:ro lsua.l anl ,.:::t cf :iightcr-boraber intcrcon was
hearcl a,tthough coi:sid.ora,blc i:f-iicir.l-'-;' r'''J i':;j::cs in leceiving answcrs fron
the bcnt;e rs "
Irocal and re-1-ay sslrd"; conr:u:ric:;i:l.ons ';i;i.sfl,ctcry. 3/l coveragc was ob-

tained. up to 200 niiss '

Cirannol D .6n uni.rsuall:r lj.C]:.t nission fvora a honing stanclpoint. ?L I\lC
reqqesfiA honings, a vJcto.-,: w:r.s -lassed. to eacir and- all landecl safely. Ri[
procccluro was vc:ry gooC.; ail pilots cooperatcd. to tiie fullest extent"

$onmunications on L'cth lncal- ancl, rclay wcrc very good.. Sorne tractor inter-
fcrence was hcarcl , but cilL nr:i i':'.'il -r:.:f lrlo too bad-ly.

c01T5'ri-1 I:lrlAl
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FifteencombatT{ingsrtotalLingBlrlheavybombersrtookcfftoattack
targets in the Frp:rlcfurt area* r,rith flfteen grol-lps of US.MF fighters and.
eight squadrons of R{}| Spitfires &E'Gr-oort. Ovi?r 900 tons ware droppgd on
Franlcfurt through cloud., making the second. heaqy daylight attack on this
target rritiri.n a week by fighth Air Foree" S:cmy fighte: opposition lras weakt
but crossrvinds forloed. bcmbcrs to f,ly ovor flak conccntraiions, vrith some
casueltics and. corisidereblc bat:tlc dathage rcsultir:g.,

tb.e hcaqy ovi;rcast a.nd. vrind.s, making r:avigatio,r d.;.ff i-cu15 and the failure
of special eguipmcnt on PF3' arlc ]-cading 2n0 Bombardmc'n! D:i-vision caused nany
ajrcraft to bonb scattered targe'bs of opportrenity i:r thc rlranld'trrt-Cologne
&rea. Ore B-2/e Combnt tr{ing rciurned. to bases duc to Ptr'} fail,x'e. Giessen,
Tteisbaden ancl Tbicr r!-rere anong ,.bargcts,bombcd. by c'tfuer 3-17 al* 3-24 formations

Eightcen B-l/s, inciuC.ing tno PtrF,a/e, and. hro B*Z+s rve:'e J,ost' fcn of
thesc ufa ,rer* reportcd. hit W flak, Only three bc-rnbcv' .f "{'oup$ reported. al{
e/a attiacks, and totai bombcr olairns arc l+-O-0. Tvro fighicr ,groups nrake blaimg
v,r}:-ich total 8-0*4. One P-J8 is missing.

Unit
ffiolun ryy.
MrpsION N0, 1

Ist C,il.
J*Oth C.W.
l+1st C.trT.
9l+th C.V.
Pathfinders

5ru_ru1fl-3__Qrv..
:{rssl0N Ngj?

Lth c.w.
lJth c,Itr.
,t+5th c,1I.
Fatldinders

52 169 10t+1 5Lt7 1041181 73

56
95

102
28

5w

20222t+5x540007010210L0011B5T6,8

52
109

0
2

16'5

30030&.02W20124
10110M6'ETffi

C0Ii3'IDENTIiiLT
E;F

- L-

20tJth Operation - 4 Februaryr 1944

Mission No. 1 - (fst B.D.) trbantrdurt
},,{ission No" 2 -. (3ra B.D.) F::anlcfr,r'{:
I{ission No, J - (Z"A B.D.) lranldqrt Area

BoJ'tsnR- oP.EM'rroNs

lttJ!tsER-gf-i!! Persorrnel Casualtieslpqupotor,'?@@ e*.) (3f1Gs]E@A@s)
' Prirn,lty 9!!Sr_lglggts.

55
1

65
3w

B-1? of the 92nd Gr"oup crash-landed. at },fatching duc to engi*re faihrrc and.
5 crew mernbers were kiIled' and 5 iniurcd.

110
116
71

5
302
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which foll-owed. thenr report thrce instances of e/a attaoks, $ix s/e e/a, aur
of a total of 15 encruntered i:r.the target areap Fade singlo passes, which
orews reported. as not preesed. home, fn ad.rlition the lovr gr,:up of this wing
reported abou! 1A s/e e/a attacking s*ragg.lers in the Liege arear and. 30 $f-190p
nere reported-as naking a few wealq attacks in the vicinity of Aaciren, 3rd
Division clairis are lr-0-0.

2nd. Dir,'ision B-24s encountered only eight e/a, of vrhich only threo IW-189s
50 rniles wcst of Coblenz ma"d.e a fevr weak p&sse$r

1rr general, escorting fighters were reported. as giving verXr conplete cover,

Al'1ry:4I&CItr]i'T-31I8g: Heaqy cloud nnd' crossrvinds, _making navigati.cn diff,icult
ffirei}ffi.d*bombcrformatj.onstof1yconsidera.b\ynorthof.thoirbriefedrcute, and they cncowrtered much accurate flak over thi: Ruhr in the Cologne-
Bonn aree and" at othor lccalitie s. In the lst Division, the 40th C.r,,rr en-
ccnurtered intense, accuratc, continuous f,1ak over the Ruhr on tLre'uray to the
target, and. moderate accurate pre<licted followi.ng flak at 251000 feot over both
Cologn6 and. illainz and. iritense prerl.icted following flak, very accwate at
251560 feet over 3'ranlfirt, aLsr: flak along the coast frolr Bl'uges to flve railes
past Drrikirk" fhe 41st C,ii . encountered. jsrtense accurate ba.r'rage fl-ak at
25rO00 over Eindhoven, intetrse accurate bc,trage over Aachcnr very intense-
accurate barra.ge at posltion 504.0N-05AOIJ and. very intense but j:racctrra.te flak
over lfeisbaden.

In thc 5rd Divisi.on, the &5th Cr17, encountered intenso accurate barrage
flek at }3.QAO feet just south of Sonn cnroute to targot and. intenso baffage
flak no::th-of Bonn on return ruutc. .1111 crews rcport j.ntllnse ai;curate flak
1n the Rrhr area crn yray to and. from target. 'len a/c i:r all are ieported' Lost
to flak,
l'lp : crews reportcd, }fta.w w/to croud. over thc contincnt and vcry l-ow-
@tr:res contrlbuting to mechanical failurels. The avercast and crossnind.s
as iormation alryroached the target caused" considerable deviation from the
briefed. route.

OBSERVAfI0NS: A large
ffieporterl.

Several- crews reported barrage bal3-otins, with no cab1es visible,
at around zlr}CIO feet over llolland.

CO$FlDUNTIAL-;*

airfield. near Deelan, Ho11and, viith f.;r-r-cngine a/c
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. GroJ.lp

36r
78A

356
35y"

l+
358
55
20

J)4
?q?
788 ,

352
35y,t

56A
568

P'l+?
P*/+7
P*j+7
p-l+7
P*l+7
F-47
P-38
P-38
P-51
r-4 (

P-b7r-w
P*1.7
P'l+7
p*47
P-Lp7

glpips

0-0*0
0*0-0
0-0*0
0-0-0
0-0-0
0-0-0
0-o-o
0-0-0
0-0-0
0-o-0
0-0-0
&-0-1'0-0-0
-0-0-0
h-04
o-0-0
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T:rpF .of $uppcrb
Penetration
Penebration'
Fenetratiott
Penetralton
Penetralion
FeneLraiion
Targeb. Target
Target
Vfithdrawal
ltrithdraural
liVithdrawal
WiLhdrawal
!1IifI:drawal
ltfithdrarnral '

General Area
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No. A/C on }fiirslon Lost

o
0
0
O
c
o
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
o

l+2
J3
41
4s
49
i|8
31
z)
l+l+
4)
ef7)I
/+8
l+h
29

'br

?OTAT,S

nPerlicipated twi.ce.

637 I '8-0-/+

'}}r"rny fighter opposlticn ?ras reported as excepf,ionally weak by cur
fighters, with a tola] of only 65 e/a in,a1I encounrered. and only Nwo fighler
groups rnaking claims r '

Penetratlon support to the lsL Bombardncnt Division v.#-,s firsf given by the
25,?L_h fightcr group ';rhich rvas vecLored to hunl. for e/a. but sightud. none. At
L6L5, lhis group reburned to bhe bomber formalions and unevcnNfi.tlly swepl Lhe
Nijmegiln, Arnheim and Apeldoorn ar€asr The Abh group rerldezlroused wi|h the
bombers at 11i8 and esebrteC bhem withoul incident unLil L1-32l At 113? the
35ubh group took over nor|h of Coblenz, taking the bor:be;rs through tl.ie targeL
area and leavihg ther:r aL I3Q5, These fighle:'s rep'orl I B-17 goi-::g dornr from
flak in the tar.gel area anrl ancther such incidonb scutheasl of fuiNwer-p, but
no e/a seen. The 55 A gr':rrp reached ils ren<lezvous point aL I22A and orbitted
lhe area for 20 m-inutes sweepi-ng to the coasl,, but also s aw no errerny fighlersr
The 56 A & B gyoups before.meeling Nhe bombers encountered 23'- 30 !1T 190s in
tlre Charleroi-Irlorenne area, and in the resul|ing contt:a'Ls scol'ed )+-O-3 wilhoul
loss Lo Lheniseh'es. the fighters reporled these ensJiy }.-i.l-ots as experienced and
aggress j-ve.

Conbinuous end uneventful escort to Llre 3rd Bonbardnrent Divisj"on was pro-
vided by thc a6Lst, ?8 A, 55Lh 353rc1 and ?8 B groups wilh no e/a encountered.
Some fighter pilols reporteci the bornber fonnalions as loose in the lerrgeL area
and somewhaf difficull 1,o covorr

CONFIDEN?IAT,
--*b-t
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CONFIDENTIAL
Escort to the B-24 fornations was first provided by the 358th and

356Lh groups, bofh of which reporLed a compleie uneventiul nrlssj.on" From
1205 until I3O2t the Z0th fighter group provided cover and. also saw no e/a"After i.'he 352nd group sighted lhe bombers norLh of their briefed course and
rnade rendezvous ab i:ldenhoven, 16 * 20 e/a were seen in the Brussels area and
!!e enguing combats resulbed in clains of 4 destroyed and I damagedo Finally,'l'he 359Lh group provid"ed uneventful escort, seeing no ef a and the 355Lh group-patrolled r:neveutfully on free lance withdrawal support, likewlse lrdlhougincident,

The generally poor rieather which hj-nd.ered. the bombers may e:qptain to
some exLent the lateness.of enerny fighter reacti-on, but it appears bhat there
were excepti-onally fevt e/a 1n fhe aj-r throughout this enLir-e- operat iono

NOfE: The foregoing ls based on preliminary information and should not be
used for rccord purposesG
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