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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
0ffice of the Operations Officer

APO 6354
31 January 1944.

SUBJECT: 8-3 Marrative of Opsrational Mission - Frankfurt - 29 Jsmuary 1944.
T0 : Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Croup (M).

1. GFHERAL NARRATIVE. fThe 96A Croup formation composed of 21 g/c plus
one spare took off at 0850-0710. The Group assembled over Buncher #8 at 4000¢
as planned and then bezan climbing. At 0850 the Group remdezcoused with the
390th Group at 20,000' over Framlingham instsed of over Splasher #6 as planned.
The 13A Combat Wing, with the 95A high, 390B lead, 390A low was the lead wing
in the 13th Combat Wing formation. Immediately upom the completion of rendez-
vous, combat wing assembly was effected wmd out wing was in position behind
the 4th Combat Winz.

On the route out, the English Comst was crossed at 0538 hours at
Clacton end olimb to bombing altituds was begun. At 0958 the enemy coast
was crossed et bombing altitude of 25,0007,

The route from ensmy coast to the I.P, was flown as ordered with the
95A Group eschedloned to the left. At the I.P,, left tur:n was made and 95A then
escheloned to the right to eclear the low Croup for the bombing run. At 1102
hombs were dropped through 10/10ths oloud on flarss of the lead Group. After
bombs away rally was effected as scheduled and course was set for home base,
following behind the 4th Combat Wing. On the return route there were three
combat winps coming out line sbreast with the 13th Combat Wing in the middle.
Meavy flak was encountsred at Darmstadt and violent evasive action wes taken.

The French coast was crossed on route back at 1247. Usscent was be-
gun and the English coast was crossed at an altitude of 7500 feet at 1312
hours. Home base was reached at 1405 and lendings were made i'rom 1400-1420,

2. AIRCRAFT HOT ATTACKING, Twenty one (21) aircra’t plus one (1) spare took
off to form the 95A Group as shown in Disgram A. Aircraft numbers 42-39589 and
42-30163 turned back before being dispatched and are not credited with sorties.
The remaining 20 aireraft sh wn in Diagram B were dispatched. A detailed des~
erintion of aircraft not attacking is given in a separate report.

3. AIRCRAFT LOST. Aircraft number 42-3545 droppsd out of formation a
few minutes after the target. The ship was last seen goimg down under comtrol.

EARRY G. MUMFORD,
1t. Col., Alr Corps,
Opsrations Officer
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29 Junuery 1944

ATRCRAFT HOT ATTHCEING

$6 4 urowp Formation glasien of 29 January 1044
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Uotailed description of reasons wiy sircralt did net atuack:

A/C 42-30163 %o Sartie. Left formation before being dispatohed because
ofs

(&) Took off as exura sircorars, (2 sireraft with trisagle L flew

entire mission with this formetion), so finding no spot returned s scheduled.)

l.

AfC 42-59988 Ko dortie. Left forseclen befure being dispasched
becuuse of s (&) Ho 1 engine supsrohargsr rea Rvay
and blew Ee 7 oylinder head.

For the Cemmandiag UGiflser:

Lt. Gal., air Corpe,
Uperstiens Jifiecer.
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HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE
AAF STATION 101
APO 634

EIGHTH AIR FPORCE NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS

:198th Operation - 29 Jamuary, 194

Mission No. 1 - (3rd B,D.) Frankfurt
Mission No. 2 = (1lst B.D.) Frankfurt
Mission No., 3 = (2nd B.D.) Frankfurt

Ied by pathfinder aircraft and utilizing overcast bombing technique
the largest force of bombers yet dispatched by the Eighth Air Force attacked
Frankfurt through 10/10 cloud. 15 Combat Wings, 12 of B-17s and 3 of B=24s,
dropped a total of 1886 tons and 2,600,000 leaflets on the target with un-
observed results., Pathfinder equipment operated well in most instances and
crews believed that the target was well-covered,

Enemy fighter opposition was very aggressive against some groups and
weak against others, Most concentrated attacks werc on the lead Combat Wing
of the 3rd Bombardment Divisicn which was first over the target. Flak was
moderate to intensc. 29 bombers are missing. Preliminary claims are 60=14=32,

Fighter support was provided by 13 groups of P-47s, 2 groups of P=38s
and 1 group of P=~5ls as well as 12 squadrons of RAF Spitfire IX's., 2 squadrons
. of long=range Typhoons made a coordinated sweep of France and Holland. 10
P=47s and 4 P-38s are missing., Tentative claims of fighter pilots are 42-6-10.

Unit Number of A/C Personnel Casualties
3RD BOMB DIV. (Dispatched Attacked Lost) (Killed Wounded Missing)
MISSION NO. 1 Primary Other Targets =
13 A & B C.W. 114 108 3 0 2 30
L5 A & B C.W. 76 72 6 0 2 60
LR BOoN. s 133 105 k 0 2 L2
Pathfinders 0 6 -0 0 0 O
309 29 15 0 3 132
1ST BOMB DIV.
MISSION NO. 2
4O A & B C.W. 113 108 1 1 0 4 10
1st C.W. y/n 6l 1 2 1 1 20
L1 A & B C.W. 119 115 3 L 1 4 40
hth C.We. 55 52 4 2 6 40
Pathf'inders s g , = 0 ) L 0
366, Bl - 3 1% L 12 710
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Unit . Number of A/C S—
2ND BOMB DIV, (Dispatched Attacked Lost) (Xilled Wounded Missing
MISSION NO, 3 Primary ~ Other Targets
Lith C., 51 45 ' 3 11 11 37
2nd C.W. . 5 51 2 0 0 20
2othcw. B 71 0 0 3 0
Pathfinders ?% 3 0 0 0 0

1 17 5 11 1L 57
OFERLTICN Torais 865 B3 o= . 3. o 5. 4 299

BOMBING RESULTS: 633 B-17s dropped 4164 x 500 G.P., 6,940 x 100 I.B. and
532 x 500 I.5, on Frankfurt from 22,000 to 26,500 feet at 1052 to 1138 hours,
and 170 B-24s dropped 795 x 500 G.P., 2,016 x 100 I,B, and 264 x 500 I.B.
on Frankfurt from 19,500 to 23,000 feet at 1137 to 1143 hours. As the target

- was completely overcast by 10/10 cloud no photographic assessment or visual
oObservation is available of bomb damage. However pathf'inder equipment. proved

generally efficient and crews believe the bombing was successful.

3 B=17s dropped 36 x 500 G.P., bombs on unidentified targets in Germany
with unknown results, ' : S

2,600,000 US G leaflets Nos. 23, 24 and 17 were dropped on the target
by 1st Division a/c.

REASONS FOR FAILURE TO BOMB: 39 B-17s and 18 Be2hs failod to bomb = 33.B-17s
and 14 B-2hs due to mechanical or equipment failure, 2 B-17s due to weather,

- 3 B=24s to enemy action and 1 B-17 and 1 B-24 due to other reasons.

CASUALTIES: Personnel = 15 crew members were killed, 32 wounded and 299 arc
missing. : L s ;
: ' Equipment = 29 a/o were lost - 15 B-17s to ¢/a, 2 B~24s and 1
B-17 to a combination of flak and e/a, 1 B~17 to accident and 7 B-17s and 3
B=-24s to causes unknown. '

Estimated Bottle Damage = 92 B~17s and 41 B-24s category "A" and

- "AC", 23 B-17s and 3 B~24s category "B", and 1 B-17 and 3 B-24s category "E",

‘ ENCOUNTERS:: Heeﬁzy eneny air opposition occurred in the target area and there

were attacks of varying degrees of aggressiveness from weak to strong by s/e

e/a on both the penetration and withdrawal legs. The 3rd Bomberdment Division:

which was the first element over the target reported vicious and intense
attacks at the target area, and determined attacks against stragglers on the
homeward leg. The lst Bombardment Division reported s/e e/a attacking in line
abreast from 12 and 6 o'clock and t/e e/a firing rockets from all angles and

- at close range, in formations of 4 abreast. Me-410s were espepcially noted:

due to their speed and ability to press attacks through the bomber formations,
For the most part attacks on this Division were contered on a few groups with
other groups experiencing weak opposition. Attacks on the 2nd Bombardment
Division, last over the target, were mainly in the target areca although one
low group was attacked from the enemy coast on the way in and continuing to
half way to the coast on the return. From 60 to 100 e/a were observed of all
types, including FW-190s, Me=-109s, Me-1108, Me-210s, Me-410s, FW-189s, JU-88s
and DO~217s,

“ D =

(o

|




= DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTIAL Authority NN 745005

By _l¢y NARA Date 0 &
ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE: Moderate to intense flak, inaccurate and of wuv wessiwge -
type was experienced in the target area with meager and inaccurate flak along
the route in and out. Ground rockets leaving a corkscrew trail of white
smoke were seen at the I.P.

WEATHER: 10/10 low undercast was continuous to the target although this was
breaking up to 7/10 on route back, Visibility was unlimited and crews reported
ideal weather for bombinh through clouds.

OBSERVATIONS: No observations were reported due to weather conditions.,

VIIT FIGHTER COMMAND OPERATIONS
29 January, 1544

13 groups of P~47s, 2 groups of P=38s and 1 group of P-5ls provided pene-
tration, target and withdrawal support. Weather conditions impeded rendezvous
with bombers in only one instance, and in general, fighter support was character=
ized as excellent, 10 P=-47s and 4 P-38s were lost. Tentative fighter claims
are 42-6-10,

Some groups experienced no enemy opposition while other groups met
determined attacks. On ponetration support one group observed 20 plus e/a,
predominantly FW-190s with some Me=109s and one JU-88, which bounced bombers anc
fighters alike from above and out of the sun in front and rear attacks. Three
flights of one squadron enroute out were consistently bounced by formations of
from 1 - 5 e/a.

There was some indication that the enemy attempted to build up a con-
centration of strength in the target areca especially of t/e¢ fighters. One
group was especially effective in breaking up this attempt and scored several
victories. On the whole encmy reaction was numerically less than anticipated
but characterized as aggressivc,

Group Type of A/C Pypc of Support No. A/C on Mission Lost Claims
361 P=47s Penetration 41 1 0=0=0
358 P=L7s Penctration L0 0 0=0-0
4 P-47s Close Escort 4l 1 9-0-0
355 P=47s Close Escort 47 e 1=0=2
- 78B P=47s Peletration 34 3 4=0~0
353 P=47s Free Iance 32 0 0=0=0
35k P-51s Target i0 0  5el-h
55 P~38s Close Escort L2 0 0-0=0
20 P-38s Target L7 5 10=-2-1
356 P=47s Withdrawal L6 0 1-0-0
56A P=47s Withdrawal 30 1 1=0-1
56B P-47s Withdrawal 30 0 L=3=1
352 P-47s Withdrawal 52 1 6=0=1
78A P-L47s Withdrawal 36 0  0-0-0
359 P-L47s Withdrawal 48 0 1-0-0
361 P-47s Free lance 2 0 0=0=0
TOTALS : 632 U 42-6-10

NOTE: The foregoing is bascd on preliminary information and should not be
used for record purposes.
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