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110

Mission No.
Mlssion Non
Missian No.

toB
7z

105
t)zfi

(3ra B"D, ) Frantdrrrt(lst B"D.) Frankfr::'t
(2nd B.D. ) rranmurt

1-2-
3-

I.eC. by patHinder aircraft e,.nd. utilizing overcast bombing technique
the largest force of bombers yr:b d.ispatched. by tire Eighth Ajr Force attacked.
Franlcfr:rt through.]-:OftCI cloudn i5 Combat lVings, 12 of B-1.7s an,I 3 of B-2hsr
droppeo a total of iBB5 tons and 215001000 leaflets on the target with un*
observorl resu-l-ts" FatMlnder equ:lprnent operated. well in most instances and,
crews believed that the target vas well-covered.

Eaeny figlrter cpposi.tion was very aggressive against some groups ancl,
weak against otherso D{ast concentrated. atta.cks wero on the 1ead. Combat tlfing
of the Jrd Bornbardment Divisir-:n lrhich vras fi"rst over the target" Flak rryas
moclerate to intense* 29 bombers are mis$ing. kelirninary olainrs are 60*14-J2.

tr'ighter srpport was provid.ed. by $ grolrps of P-J+?sr 2 groups of P-JBs
and. l group of P-5.t-s as welL as 12 squadrons of RAtr'fuitfire IXes* 2 squadrons
of lwrg-pange $4phoons made a coor&inated svreep of France and llolland.. 10
P*47s and 2*-P-llls are missing. Tentative claime of fightcr piiots are 42-5-1.0.
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( firfeA t,Iound.ed. l,{i sstufi

37
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3
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'o
5

29

I+5
51
?1

3
i76',
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SoIvIBrNG HESLILTST 633 n+7s dropped h16h x 50! G.p., 619l+0 x 1o0 r.B. anct

and.].708-24sd.ropped'795x5o0G.P:,2,o!6x.].0oI.B,and.z'64x500I.B'
on Xbanidurt from 191500 t9,!3.r000 feet at 1137 to lllr.J hoursi As the targetw}s completely overcast by IO/LO cl.oud no photographic assessment or vi$.laiobsermtion'is armilable of bomb damage, Itourever patlrfinden equi.pment proved.getrerally effiaient and. crews beLieve the bor,nbing was successfriL.-

3 Fl?u dropped 16 x 500 G.P. bombs on ruridentified. targets in Gefmanywith urrlgrovnr resul_ts.

. - ?rfgorooo us G leaflets Nos, 2J, 2,[ and. u were droppecl cn the targetby Lst Division arlc.
l

34d l4 3-24s d.us to mecliarrical or_equi.Sment failure., 2 B-Ue due to rreather,
5.8-24s to energr action and. 1 B-L7 anill B-?l+ due t6 other'xoegerrsr

CA,SU.AI,TIESI Pqqqolggl - 15 crew rrrembers were kiLJ.elr 32 wound.ed. and 299 are:1-1-..--'-----m].sstng.
Equipment - 29 a/a were. lost - 15 B-Us to e,/a, Z B-2hs and. 1

B-17 to a com6ffiEffi-of f,Iak and e/a, ! B',1? to abcident'ana ? B-Us and 3B-24s to oauses unknoqrn.
Eelgne-ted. Ba.ttle Dq{*gg - p2 B-lJs and. 41 ,B-21$ cgt"egory lAq,.anclnAOtrr e3 B-17;ffi3-EFzG-C%-eotr'rsrr, and i n-t? and j B-alr.s;;t--:* .d;i,

q$CqpmqhSl Hearqy enen1F alr opnosition occurred. in the target area and. there
were attacks of varying degrees of aggressiveness frcrr weak to strong by s^e/a on both the penbtration and withclrawral Iegs. The 5rd. Bqnbardlmenl Oioi*ion,which was the first element over the target reported. vicious and. intenire
attacks at thc target area, and deternrined. attacks against stragglers <in the
honeward, leg, The let Bor:nbardnent Division reported s./e e/a afitacking in line
abreast fr<x'r 1.2 and. 6 otclock ann, t/e e/a firirrg rockets from all. angS.es ernd.at close rar€er in forrnations of 4 abreast, Ife-l1.}Os were espeptally noted,
clue to thsir speed. and, obility to press attacks through the bornber f.o$nations,
For the most trnrt attaeks on this Dtvision were oontered. on a few groups with
other groups expericncing weak opposition, Attacks on the 2nd Bcurbardment
Div:i.sion, last over the target, were roainly in the target area although orneIur group was attacked. frorn the enenly coast on the way in and. contj.nuing toha)f way to the coast on the return, Frsr 60 to 10O e/a v,rere observed. of aLL
t31pes1 inclu*ing tr'fT-l90sr Me-L09s, Me-LlO$, Ifea2J.Os, Me-hl0s, FTf-189s, JU-B8s
and. D0-21.7s,
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1llmI-/rIR63/'FT {'IIIE:_ Modelate to intense flak, i:naccuratc and. of u*u uqr^s-vtype was-expelffioed Jn the target area rrith rneager and inaccurate fLak a16ngthe route in and. out. G+or.me[ rockets leauing a corkscrew traiL of wtri.te
moke were seen at the I.p.

breakir up to 7/LA an route bask. Visibility was unl.j-rdlted. and irews rep,ortecl,ideal yveather f,or bs:rbirnp through clouds.
pBSEnli?ifIONS: No observations rrere reported. due to wathor eonditions.

WII FIGHIER COil0,IAlIO OPERATI0IF

3.] gnoups of P*b7sr 2 gtroups of P-]8s anrL l group of F-51s provided pen€-tration, target and w:ithdrawal support. Weather cond.itions inpded. renrlezvouswith bombers in only one instance, and in genera\fighter zupport vras oharacter-
izecl as excellent, 1O P-+7s and L P-38s vrere lost, Tentativi fighter clai-rnsaro 42-5-10.

Sorne groups experieneed no ener4y opposition whlLe other groups met
d.etermined. attacks. 0n penetration support orre group observed. 20 plus e/a,predoninantly IlT-190s with sorno lle-lO9i-aruf one JU-S, which borrnced. bonbers anc
f,ighters alike fron above and out of the srn in front and. rear attacks, Threefllghts of one squadron enroute out were consistentl;r bounced. by formations of, '

frorel-5e/a.
fhere was some i4d.:ication that the enen\y atter,rpted. to build rrp a con-

centration of strength in thc tr:rgct area espeoially of t/e fighters, Oie
group rra.s espeoialiy effective in breaking up ttuis attempt and, seored. severa1victories. 0n the v'trole enomy reacti.on sas ntrmerioally leEs the.n anticipated.
but ctraracterized. a,s aggressivo.

b.pc,of Support

Fenetratlaar
Fenetration
CloEe Escort
CLose Eeeort
Pe$etration
Free lance
Target
C -ose Escort
Targct
Tlithdrawal
I?ithdranaL
Yfithdrawal-
T{ithilrawal
i?ithdrawaL'YfithdrawaL
Srec lance

Lost ClaimE

TOTJ&g 6lz l/+ lpt-6-10
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