HEADQUARTERS ; \
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDI®WT GROUP (H) N
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 634,
16 January 1944,

SUBJECT: ‘Report of Oper.tions Officer, Mission - 14 January 1944, Crossbow $71.
TO + Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 634.

: l. GENW/RAL WARRATIVE. The 95th Bomb Group took off at 1320-1334. By
1340 the Oroup formation had assembled over the base at 2000'. Climb to
bombing altitude was started at this time and course set for Dungeness. No
Combat Wing formation was to be flown, so twe minute interval weas obtained
between Croups as briefed, with the 38Cth and 100th Groups feollowing.

Dungeness was crossed on time at 1505 at an altitude of 12,000'., Briefed
course was flown to I.P, with the lead squadron peeling off first at I1.P.
and followed in thirty second iantervals by the Low and High Squadrons. Brief-
ed course wee flown into the target with slight evesive action as squadrons
orossed the eneny coast. '

Ne difficulty was enco.ntered by any of the syusdrons in locating the
terget. The Lead and Low squadrons dropped their bombs, with good results,
on their initial bombing run. The Hirh syuadron did not positively identify
the target in the initial bombing run so a seconé bombiny run was started.

On the sécond run the bombs would not releese on intervolomster or salvo, so
e third bombing run was started to check the recks egein., The bombs failed
to release agein, so lead was turned over to the second vlement leader to
make ths bombing run for the High squadron. The second =lement leader was
unable to ficd the tar st on their run, so course was set for route out by
the second slement leader, The Leader of the High squadron, with five ihipl.
then staried another run and agein was unable to relsass the bembs, so course
was set for route out,

The Lead and Low squadrons reformed after bombing end returned %o |he
base, lending at 1661-1716, The Low squadron returned to the base, landing
at 1780-1762. On route out, descent was s‘arted when ane.y coast was crossed.

2. AIRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING., Twenty-four (24) aircraft, ineluding three
spares, lef't base in the formation showa in the attached diagram "A"., There
were no abortions and the speares filled in with the High and Low squedrons.

All aircraft wers dispatchod and are credited with sorties.

0f the twenty-four aircraft which went over tne target, eight (8)-
airoraft forming the High Squadron failed to bomb, because of bomb rack
failure in the Lead ship. The formation over the target is shown in atteched
diagram "B". !

8. LOST AIRCRAFT. No aircraft were lost. f

HARRY G. MUMFORD, |
Lt. Col, Air Corps, |
Operations Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS 95TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (E) E-I-185
APO 634

16 January 1944

ATRCRAFT NOT ATTACKING .

95 Group Formation Mission of 14 January 1944

A. Number of A/b TaKINg OFF. . ovewnronessrnsprsnavssssnanssse Bl & 5 Speres
Bo A/C T&king Off less unused sparSSOQo.co.ooo-oooc.o..coot. 24
C. N‘mber Of A/C Attacking.'.......ll.......0...00.0....'-0. 16
D. Number of A/C Not A'btaoking.....-...-...........-........ 8
E. Detailed description of reasons why aircraft did not attack:

1. A/b 42-30235 Sortie. Failed to attack target after being dispatched
because of: (a) First run the target could not be
identified, (b) second and third run feiled because bombs
would not release, (¢) fourth run was made by deputy
leader, but he also was unable to identify the target,
(d) fifth run the pilot tried to release the bombs but
he also failed so squadron returned to base.

AJC 42-37894, 42-31054, 42-29943, 42-37882, 42-31329, 42-37876, 42-39869
Sorties Feiled to attack target after being dispatched because of':
(a) Could not bomb without Squadron lead aircraft.

For the Commanding Officer:

)

HBARRY gi MUMFORD, ;

Lt. Col., Air Corps,
Operations Officer.



