M T TR Y
T ATTACK ON LUDWIGSEAVEN oy 304243
(i) lmmamumw BEGEIVED ON.THE ATE’ACK

3 nx ‘, :
L (a) Thig' ref:trt. is ba%@d on’ photographs taken durmng a dayligh‘b
o ; attack.on the: I.G. Farbenindustrie, Chemical Works'at -
.. ¢ LUDVIGSHAVEN « 'DFPAU by 653 aircraft of U.S: VIII Bomber
ERr L Command\ bet.ween ,.:‘7 hout's: and 1300 hours on 30532.43-

- ; (b) Bombs . Were dropped as follows ,_.f -
Biiy S e ' TR PR WO
w  2017.X.500 1b, GiPe R
560 X 250 1b; I;B,
16395 X ioo 1b, ‘B.

’\ it
(ii) smmmm* on, 'I‘HE ATTACK _j.

i (a) The enxire target area 13 obscured by conplete, opaque cldud
- (- =< coveri;No bursts are visible and no runs over the target area
.- . show spfficien‘b gMund detail for their position %o, be plotted

; (b)‘ A mmbbi‘ of bombs are seen falllng near markers. Bursts fron
{. - 2. moderate inmtermittent flak ere.seen which. suggestlthat'-;the
i

§

]

g ~t
! Y
i "
1 ; .
- ey airc.raft are over a defended locality. '
1

(;ui ), ADD TTIONAL INFGRMATION

‘ G @ >

V < 2
Ly (a)‘ A nunbgzr of aircrai"b ook photggraphs upon cross:.ng *Ehe enemy L)
- " coast both before and after the attack, z 2
»Penetration was mede near- FECAMP at five points ¢+ - 2 %

. S >

(o Le 3 miles. South of. FEGAMP. ’ : S g2
v 42, over'IES PETITES DALIE 8 miles Northwest of Fecamp. ° &
i3, ovpp EGRET’LEVII.IE SR ME‘R between Fecamp and St, Valory &g
T enTCAuX, , , 3 9

'Aa over SENVILIE, West of Fcoanp.
5. over EIETOT between Fecanp and St. Valery en 'Caux,,

- Withdrawal was made near ST. VAILERY EN CAUX at four
LBP Hfsm%m v

l. - over “‘IETOT, betwoen Fecanp and St, Valery en Caux.

2. over MANNEVILIES IES PLAINS. i,

34+, neay VEUIE-IES-R(SES, 4 miles ..ortheast of St .Valery en
Caux,

L. 5 miles west of ST.VALERY~EN«CAUX,

(b) Photographs were obtained of the airfield at St,Valery-en=
Caux; Only the western half is visible on cloud obscured
photographs, No aircraft are visible.
(iv) BOMS PLOT AMND.PRINTS |
’ No bomb plot has been propared and no annotated prints will
be distributed with this report,
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(v) PHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVED &

Sorties

'SAV 381/120 THRU 136
'SLV 91/159 THRU 166

SAV 93/50,51
SAV 3(8/261,264
SAV 305/257 THRU 262

SAV 306/238
SAV 351/143 THRU 152
SAV 379/106,107,110
S4V 389/139,140
SAV 389/57,58
0 389/51,49
SV 384/141,142
SLV 4M1/26,27
SAV 446/€ THRU &
SAV 390/115 THRU 123
SAV 964/107,108
. SLY .190.7134 THRU 137
- BAV 94B/209 THRU 213
SAV 445/11,13
SAV 44/125
3 44/128,129 o
SLV 95/221 THRU 226
SAV 388/111,113,114 -
0 392/71,75
 SAV 392/72 THRU 74
SAV 445/12
SLV 388/1¥7,110
SLV 447/2

" Date -

30,1243

"
"

n
n

]

Mean
Tine

1147
1158

1207
1201
1204

1207
1204

1201 -

1231
1231

4

1228
1236
1237
1235

- AR50
11243

1245
1245

1246
1246

1246
1246
1250

- 1258
13990

The following sorties are (F.,L.12") |
SLV 33/264 (1/12,870) 305/259 (1/22,790) - 351/143 §1/2l,~300)

379/16 (1/21,3-’)03
96B/126 (1/23,%0

ECRET

w

RoA J STATICN
MEDMENHAM

Gp/Mc/C

384/142  (1/22,000) . 94A/208

"~ Seale

. Foeal

Iength

Mean
- Height

1/37708  6.3/8",7"  22500"
1/33@@0_ 6",7",,8"

- 1/46000

1/37200
1/34300
1/33000~

. 1/37700
1207

1/34.000

'1/36000

1/36000
/414,00
1/395 20
Jblique
1/414,00
1/38600
1/34309
1/39422
1/39422
1/38900
1/41360

1/39520 . -

1/38000
Oblique

1/39330

/47300
Dblique
1/38320
1/38220

11/38000

7 L)

' '7n

7ﬂ'8ﬂ

gn
Ll

i

6.3/8"
™,
6,3/8n

~6,3/8v

7"
™.
7h
™
™

_.'7"

‘ 7"

7'1

6.3/8"

n
m.

6 .3/811

| '7u

m

il ,8" _
/42670

7"

22000"

22000!
20000
22200!

22'700!
21000!
21000
R2053¢
. 230000
230001
22050
2250C1
203001
2373001
S R30001
227001
24,000
239701
2270
2273701
23 I
23500
22070
22030!

22701

220701
238

1/24,,000)

1004/133  (1/22,77))  385/110 (1/22,990)
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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APQ 834,
1 January 1944.

SUBJECT:  8~3 Narrstive of Operational Mission - Ludwigshafen - 30 Dec-
ember 1843, 85 "A" Group.

T0 + Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 634.

l. GENERAL NARRATIVE:

The 956 "A" Group formation took off at 0800 - 0817. By 0825
the Group formation had assembled over base at 3000 fest. 9B "A" oir-
cled the field until 96 "B" had assembled in Group formation and tmcked
on as the Low Group. Climbing, $6 "A" and “B" began prooeeding to
Buncher # 8 arriving 8 minutes late, 34 "A™ joined the 13 "B" Combat
Wing as high zroup at Gravesend at 103l. In good Combat Wing formation
the olimb to bombing sltitude was begun at Gravesend., Leaving the
Bnglish Coast, behind t.e 4th Wing at 1058, the enemy cosst was crossed
at 1112 at bombing altitude. The briefed sourse was followed to the
I.P. Howaver the PFF of the 95 "A" Group continued on course after the

4th Wing had turned. Hombs away at 1245, but 10/10ths clouds prevented
results from being observed.

The rally was offected as ordered snd the hriefed courae was
followed to the enemy ocoast at 22,000 feet, Enemy coast recrossed at
1508 and descent begun at that time., Reaching the English Coast at 1530
96 ®A" and 95 “B" procesded to base and landed at 1822 - 1648 hours.

4e¢ ALRORAFT NOT ATTACKING:

Twenty A/C and cne PFF, attached, of 96 "A" Group took off
from base in formation as shown in Disgran A. The followiny A/C re-
turned esrly, # 0178 - did not reach English Coast. # 1063 from South-
hold., # 0342 from Beachyhead. # 0120 from 496°42'% 02010'B, and
# 6080 returned form 6 milea south of Dieppe.

0f these twenty A/C and PFF attached, 15 dropped bombs on the
target and are oresdited with a sortie. Position over target givem in
diacram "B".

|

170 21ed YIVN §2 Ad

S

1

SoVSHhLQNN Aoyny
AT ATOCWITT YT

|



3. AIRCRAFT LOST:

All Attacking A/C returned to base.

HANRY 0., MUMFORD,

Major, Aflr Corps,
Opsrations Officer.



‘ .
A" GROUP HEADQUARTERS

1.
2a

3e

NINETY FIFTH ROMBARDIENT GROUP (1)

DATE 80 Decamber 1943

TARGET

13 C.%, 98 A GROUP POSITION Lead

GP LEADERMejor CONLLY - PFF - Q0731

BTD

TAXI TIME lst A/C_OT40  T.0. 1st 4/C_0800  BASE 0826 ETR

s an

Ka!

So0SHLY

(Lﬂﬂ e VUVN T

I
l

SQUADRON 334 N0, OF A/C 10 CALL SIGNS: W/T P20
0731 :
PIP 7804 0120 1244 9943 1258 1329 0353 9924 0342

/0 .+ U: L: D: O0: K: J: B: C: W: B: T :
4.7.0. :0800:0801 :0808 :0802:0804:0812:0818 :0814 :0810 :0816: : : :
feTWR, s :1683:1389:1684:1629:1823:1631:1622: ;6&7 11218: ¢ : :
SUADRON 338 wo. OF A/ 11 CALL SIGNS: W/T  MLR
: 0178 7828 0603 9838 1063 7768 0181 7829 7889 €080 6098

i/C . 8: 0: %: &: ¥: Q: X: ¥: L: P: ¥ 1 :
A.T.C, :0805:0806:0808:0807 :0808 :0809 :0809 :0810 :0811 :0810 :0817 : ! 3
AJTLR, :1218!i§58:1638:1636:1088:1632:1635:185?:1648:1240:1625: : :
SQUADRON 336 v0. OF A/C CALL SIGNS: W/T  UFW
A/C : : : t 2 ¢ i : : : ?
AT.D. 2 3 2 : 3 4 : : 3 : 3 3
LeTeRe 8 : : : : 3 3 : r 3 1
SQUADRON 418 NO. OF A/C 0ALL SIGNS: W/T  JMM
/T ! : 3 : : $ : : $ : : : : s
A.Ta04 3 : : : : : s T H : 3 s
A,TeR, 8 : 3 : : : : $ : : 3 ¢ 4 :
SQDN LETTER  NUMBER DES If’IN,ATION , EXPLANATION

886 : T : 1088 : Avertion 2

334 P+ 0842 : Abertiom  : nnd.r cmoked 7 3 Hingine

336 : 8 s+ 0178 : Abortion ¢

338 : P : 6080 : Abortion :Laok of 01 for power sstting nescessary
¥4 : D . 0120 . Avortion rine

» ‘ : .

N Aoyiny
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~®A" GROUP

STATION _ 319

| By Kl NARA Date ulnlﬁ

FORMS

DECLASSIFIED
Authority NNQ"“"SM’S

PILOT

SHIP

S| 0800 L | Landed at Alsonbury —
_losa! o
{ - . Josoz) _ i T#amw S
i osos| __laesa| . __ . . .
i OBOA, as29 . R I e
B +,_f 0808 | %_ﬁ_ma #Smegme |
L _lososl __iess L o S
: 0808 . 1638 '_ _ i} ~ _ -
| losor]  1ess| e
? 0808 | Lmalfzm~ e
Lo losoel el . . .
e qosel s S
j jomw0)  ues7 ) o .
. o poen e .
., +lomof _ |1040 {Lask of fusl for power setbing nesessary
o looomzy el . .




© O WA™ GROUP eont'd 1 Authority NNDTH5808
) ’ | By ¥ NARA Date &ll?lﬁ_}

STATION 119 . ) ‘ #, ] DATE $0_Decenier ‘" .3 .
e ‘ﬂ\ o e i

|ur) e | Prier | TARGET |z oFF LATDING REMARKS

i\

| B e 7 7 S i N
834, C | 0388 | GRIB | 0814 1622 X
84, % | o9p4 | mRIMK ‘ L _| oss! 1627
NS s ,
B m‘- 1 m S SN — 0816] 1218 Oylimder orasked § 3 Negine . -
sss| 5| ooos | cosrarms L lemr]  liesl.

SR R e R AU USSR ST




S5TH "A" GROUP
ASSBMBLY

Lo
288
|
....I-Tl_._ _._Ml" —
92¢
i
o8 se2

JTEFING

READINIESS
STATIONS

TAXT

DECLASDIFIED |

. By K) NARA Date o217}
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDEHT GROUP (H)
0ffics of the Oporaticns Officer

GROUP FORMATION FORM DATE 20 DECMBER 1948.
LEAD
] i HIGH
i
——nr-——— 828

3110 ___ 889
EXTRA SHIPS
334
335
358
412




] DECLASSIFIED |
‘ Authority NNDTIH5608 }
By K3 NaRra Date 02}i7log |

98TH "A" GROUP NINETY FIFTH BCMBARDMIYT GRCUP (H)
CYER TAR BT Office of the Operations Officer
GROTP PORMATION FORM DATE &30 DRCEMBER 1943,
BLAD

Low f i - HIGH

—gE e ST 943 838 809
i f ot '

088 206  FROM "B" GROOT

—_——

4 : -v———r~— ..___}_. e

T T

BRIEFING _ EXTRA SHIPS
READINGSS 334

STATIOUS 335

TAXI P A I—
TAKESOFF ) 412

DT T~




HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (1)
Office of the Operations Officer

AFO 634,
1 January 1943,

BUBJECT: §-3 Narrative of Operational Mission - Ludwigshafen - 30 Dec-
smber 1945. 95 "B" Group.

0 : Commanding Officer, 96th Bombardment Group (H), APO 634.

1o GENERAL NARRATIVE:

Twenty one A/C and one spare of the 86 "B" Group took off from

base at 0830 - 0844, Rendezvous was effectsad with 986 " " over the field
at 0OBES, g :

95 "B" flew in close support of 86 "A" throughout the entire
mission with the controlled times approximately the same. Combat Wing
foruation was maintained on the bombing runm.

Returning to base 956 "B" landed at 1638 - 1867 hours.
2¢ AIRCRAFT ROT ATTACEING:

@ >

~< =

Twenty one A/C and onz spare of 96 "B" took off from base as g

shown in Diegran A. z <

> 2

The following A/C returned early. # 0822, # 9798, # 1320 > 5

returned before leaving the inglish Cosst. # 7876 Returned from 48°42'%W | I |J

00°22'E. Of the twenty two i;% eishteen dropped bombs in the target ares  ° Zﬁ

and are credited with sorties. A/C # 0674 which was last in the terget | & S

area is presumed to have bombed the target. The formation over the target| 3 a
is shown in diagran B. A/C # 7878 is credited with a sortie. -

|
|

3. AIRCRAFT LOST:

A/C # 0674 which was lost wes not identified as any of the A/C
in distress.

(

HARRY G. MUMFOIW,
Major, Air Corps,
Operations Offiocer.
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2e

Sa

"B" GROUP o
: HEADQUARTERS
INETY FIFTH BCMBARDMENT GROUP (1)

| DATE 30 Desember 1943

TARGET 7

15 cC.v, 86 B GROUP POSITION lew GP LUADER Qapt OGDEN - 7887 = P - 336

‘ : ~  BID .

TAXI TIME 1st a/c 0816 71,0, lst 4/c_ 0880  Bisp OB66 ETR

SQUADRON 886 | NO. OF A/C . CALL SIGNS: W/T . PRO
LiC . 4 : : : s t ' : t : : : : :
ALT,0. 1 ? ' 5 : : ! : K : : : ! :
£eToRe 3 T : : : t s s 2 r i ' 3
SQUADRON 888 w0, OF 4/0 CALL SIGNS: W/T MR
AfC : T s : : : s : : : ' 1 :
AJTQ. @ : L : : : : ! : : : 3
AVIWR. ¢ s 3 : : : s H 2 3 : H s :
SQUADRON 586 . w0, OF A/C 18 CALL SIGNS: W/T  Jyw

7857 9884 7936 0286 1208 OB44 7734 5163 0874 6918 3400 0167 3629 |

‘ o >
Tt v P Wi X: Ly B: M: @: A: 8: J: D: B ¥:l- &
R.7.0. :0880:0881:0025:088€:0982 :0886: 062708800888 :0889 0040706451084k | & 5 _
I T.R, :1646:1644:168¢:1684:1826:1666:1657:1858: __ *1647:1685:1643:1641: | 2 ~ i

, ZE°C
SQUADRON 418 NO. OF A/C____ 9 CALL SIGNS: W/T___ M| F 3 2
7876 1380 0834 1054 9860 0522 O173 7882 0385 9793 = 23
A+ 8 M: 0: Q: R: F: L: T: t : =
A.T.0, 106480832 :0888 ;08540840 08410847 :084R: T T
A,T.R. +1229:1188:1646:1647:1640:1083:1859:1048:  -X16Y: _ : v _ : L ..
SQON _ LETTER  WIMBER  DISIGNATION EXPLANATION
412 : P 0822 :Abortion J 1 E;Lm ‘
412 : ¥ g Q%ﬁ : Abortion ﬂ m _
412 : M : 18 :Abortion re in cine :
4312 : B : 1876 :Abertiom - 1
H : H ¢
: : : :
: : : : i

® spare




. DECLADDIFIED
3" GROUP ’ Authority NNDIHS00S
i By KA NARA Date 0241719

|
I3
!
¥
;
b
—

tag
(@)
i
=
[

|

STATION 119 > DATE _ 30 Decsrber 1943

s36 | P | 7857 BROWE 1 losso 1645 | L

,azt'_s Te76_ MOODCOCK | | 0848 17 289 | High oylinder hesd temp., # 2, # 3, & # 4 Bugines
a2 x-a320 pEer -l - ossz | . nise |42 Engine )

azlo osse lswm | L josss!  hes )
weix lmas mmaw 0 osssl  ems | o
welL lome wosutsrm | 0 losse, e | ]
azly |eros loomsy | ,we 367 | couldns find formation ]
362 oz ,,;smm‘_ﬂ_,! | jotss i  nese | o .
.6 7734  jourmmNcS i _jossT i  est | ]

336{a 3365 omaw | . joss |
c

3361 J ss1e  HIGOINS
336 |

)
azin § 9869  ROOERS
a[# B

S
.
g

?

|

|
£t

-

‘J:
z
1

|
|
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DECLASSIFIED
Authority NND 745008
| By 3 NaRA Date 02{17}09 l

| "3® GRUP ecutrd.

FORMS

. STATION 119 e .

_Laming 1
ACT | s

TIME OFF
08I | ACT |

‘ L _BST. REMARKS

‘__l.‘ 0173 m i 0847 t“’ | _ |
T
1
]
r

PILOT TARGET .

SHIP

¥ - ‘

0842

- s SO SNSRI ). - e - S
! ! -
. 4 v
4 H
LR S SO T e e B SRt ot man S S atn
L ,
[ AP T - SN SP— - e e e e - s i s o et o e
'14;'__ I R DS % e - 4
1 SN R e o e e e g e et ey 26 _..,;wi‘r_.n h...i rnir - e .
» |
S i . L
o T T U - - P
,, ; ! |
4 . . 1 "
" !
|
I S - 1 ; O —— - —— e e e P
i ‘
. L. - RN - oo d e I I,
. - ! 1
I 1 .
S SRS SV - SRS S S — AR S -
1 i
i ! 1
- - - o s U . e g e e et i ff e rman st ¢ g . . qm - L 4 e Sh e Bt it e g s . e . - P U S S -—
i i 3 :
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DECLASSIFIED
Authority NNDIH5008
By K3 NARA Date 02]1709




96TH "~" GROUP

OVER TARGHY
LOW
___88
!
173 529
‘ [
882
i
__ote 167
[]
§ a
BRIEFTWG
REAC D‘I Moo
STATIONS
TAR

TAKLHOFF

TYTIN T YT

DECLASSIFIED |
\ Authont\ “NB""‘SM’S‘ ll

| By K3 NARA Date olll’llﬁ

$0 December 1943

WINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMIFT GROUP (i)
Office of the Operabions Officer
GROUP FORMATION FORM N DATE
LEAD
867
884 . N
: i HIGH
t
28] 836
e *_.iz_
!

[,

S 163 226
| | ﬁ
s
i

888
GROUP l

| I
BEXTRA SHIPS

334
335
336
412



STATION WZATHER OFFIGHR T=i~2
. AAF STATION 119
APC 634

30 Decsmber 1943

SUBJ&CT: DMeteerological lnterrogation Summary for Mission of 30 December 1943,

TO : Commanding Officer, Headquarters, 95th Bomb Group (H), APC 634.

1, Base at take-off: The time was 0800 hours. There was a trace of

altocurmlus estimated at 12,000 feet with a vigibility of 3 miles at the sur-
face.

2. Route to Target: Conditions over the Base extended to the vicinity
of the Thames River where a 5-6/10 stratocumulus formation with tops below
10,000 feet were encountered., This condition prevailed, becoming patchy at
times, over the channel and into France as far as amiens; whsre the development
became heavier ana inereased to 10/10, From about 3° East to 62 Zast there
were 10/10 heavy and swelling cumulus with tops below 15,000 feet, and 6-8/10
altoocumulus with tops below 18,000 feet. From about 6° East to the Target
the middle cloud decreasea to nil and the Bops of the cummlus were below
10,000 feet, The visibility was 10 miles over England, the channel, and
western Fraace, and unlimited above the c¢louds over the remainder of the route,

L1[T0 218 VUYN T2 A9

3. Target area: The time was 1230 hours. 10/10 cummlus with tops
below 10,000 feet, The visibility was unlimited above the clouas.

4, Return route: Generally the same as the route to Target in reverse,

. Base on return: The time was 1630 hours., Heavy cumulus development
over the coast to the north and east; nil cloud over the Base on return, The
visibility was 5-6 miles at the surface.

6. Remarks: The temperature was about -30° C at 23,000 feet, The
winds checked very well, There werec no contrails at 23,000 feet, but moder-
ately persistent contrails were produced by fighters above 30,000 feet.

]

W Se MILLS JR.
lst Lt., Air Corps,
Staff Ueather Officer.

[ FaTalBia EaVa VFa |
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HEAUGUARTERS
WIRETY FI7#PH BOMBARDHENT OROUP (H)
0ffive of the Operatiomns ({ficer

AP e54
3 Jrvmuary 1944

SUBJECT: Lead Navigator's Nerrstive, wWinety Pifth "A" groeup, Missiem of
30 December 1643,

TO t Commanding Officer, 0G5%h Bomberdment Oroup (H), A.A.P.

le The lead group, Ninety Fifth "A" Greup, took off at 0800
hours snd assembled above the fiald at 3000¢, eircling while Ninety rifth
"R" Greup took off and mssembled helow, ¥e climbed in Combat Wing
formation, and met the rendexvous on control time at 18000 feet owver
Buncher # 8,

2+ The clinmdb was ngeirn started at Gravesend, and scr2 eoff-course
turns had to be made near the coast in orcer te fall into correct Wing
formation, W%e aressed Beschy Fead wt 1058 hours st 20800 feet, The
eneny coast was crossed near FeCamp at 1112, and we were sble to do very
1ittle pilotare from this point, Several points were picked up by the
Radar (perstor, vut all were indistinet,

3¢ At the approximate I.7,, the radar operator ploked up the Z é:
wrong town (Dermstsadt) and started a run, but soon piasked up the primary 1“5 =}
sargety and the pombs were dropped at 124564 hours on a magnetie heading 2 2 3
of 2856 4 ; 2 ¢

S & f

4o After boumbs away, the approximste briefed ¢ ourse was flown ; g g ¢
to the coast with minor changes to avoid flak sreas. The enemy aoast o zﬁ
wes crossed at 49B5N OO46F end the descent begun at this point, The =g g
Fuglish coast was crossed at Rye and we srrived at the base ot 1621, ‘ ERd

|
L

I
l
l

THRODORE W, 30ZARTH
é 1t,, Alr Corps,
md Fﬂgﬂ.tﬂr.



HEBADCUARTERS
NINFTY FTIPPH BOMBARDMENT CROUP (H)
Office of the Operatione Officer

WEA 854
1 Jununry 1944

SUBJECT: Lead Navigator's Narrutive, “inety PLfth "8" Group, iission of
30 becenber 19843, Ludwigpshulen,

0 : Commanding Officer, 95tl Bozbardment Oreoup (H), AA.P,

le The Hinety Pifth Oroup "B" took off at C83C surs and sssembled
over the field, We climbed in echelon below Ninety Five “X" Group, =2nd foe
llowed them in formatiom during the entire mission ag low group of
1Z4h "BY (ombat inge

2. The {iing rendezvous was comploied st Gravesend, and the oclimb
begun, ¥e crossad the coust at 1082 ai Deachy Head, and thu enesy coast
ot 494Dy COSCF at 1112 nours. Cre thouszand feot of altitud:s wtz geined
at this time to bombing eltitude,

_ 3. The target was bembed at 1245} hours on u msgnotic heading of
252°, The briefad courass was followad very well, and descent wes hepun
at the smemy conat et 43530 O0046%,

4¢ The ¥nglish ooast wus cresced et pye at 1536 hours, and a :iire
eot course Ilown %o the bess,

HALCOLM 1, DURR
2nd Lt., Alr “orps,
Loed Wavigntor,

{L1]T0 21ea vuvN a1 A4
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CAPTAINS OF AIRCRAFT MAP
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HEADQUARTERS ‘
NINETY PIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

AFO 854
31 December 1043

SUBJECT: Lead Bombardierts Nerrative, Ninety Fifth A Greup, Mission of
30 Decenmber 1943, lLudwigshafen,

0 ¢ Commanding Officer, 96th Sombardwent Greup (H), A.A.F.

.

1. Bombing Appreach and Run « Nimety Pifth “A" Group was led by
A/C ¥o. 071 of 483nd Bemd Group (H)e It was a P,P.F, ship and as he
landed at his home base 1t is impessible to give his narrative at this
ti”. .

2. Bomb Disposition - Pifteen plus a P, P.F, airoraft passed
over target, Fifteen of these A/0 were essch loaded with 10 x BOOH AN-M4B
bombs and P,F.P. ocarried 8 x 500F AN-M&3 and his markers. The bombs
were 1/10 nose and 1/40 tail fused. Yotal number of bombs dropped at
primary were 188, Three A/C Ne. 0342, 120, 1063, returned their bembs te
the base. AA Ho. 08C and 0178 jettisioned their bomba in the chammel,

3. Types of release - Of 158 dombs drepped at primary 113 were
relezsed by intervolomster, ( 80 f£t. imterval), 30 were teggled, and 7
were salvoed armed, Type of release of P.F.F, is not known,

4y Tabular Summary =

Alroraft Bowmbs Fuses
Over Tar. Bombing Ne. Sise Type YNoss Tail
Main Bombfall, Ludwigshafen 16 18 150 B0OF u-43 1&0 1/40
Total boubs on Target 150 »
Other bomb expenditures 20 " »
Total Bombs returned 30 " '
Totel (losded on A/C taking off) 200 soo} M43 1/10 1/4.0l
|

WATNE R, PITZUERALD
Gaptain, Air Corps,
Greup Sombdardier,

Ag |

S0VSHLQNN Cwouny
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HEAD. IIARTERS
NINETY FIPTH BOMBARDVENT GROUP (U)
Office of the Jperations Officer

APD 654
31 thocember 1943

SUBJYCT: Bombardierts Harrative, Ninety pifth “8" group, Mission of
30 necember 1943, lLudwepgshafen,

TO s Commmnding Officer, 965th Bombardment Group (i), A.A.F.

le Bombing Approach and Run « At the I,P, & turn of about 60° was

made to the right, P.F.P, leading the Combat Wing 13"B" fired hia flares

and opened his bomb bays, Leader of 95"B" fired his flares snd opened

his bomb bays, The cloud was 10/10 undercast and bombardier saw he would

have to bomb on S.,0,P., of P,F,F, He watched »,F,F, and saw parachute

flares and smoks bombs fall, With a stop watoh he timed his relesse five

seconds beyond markers indicating bomb release line, Flak over primary
wns concentrated but no fighter attaocks were made on bombing run,

2, Disposition of Bombs = Sewenteen A/C were in the formstion as
it went over the target. Of these 17 A/C, 18 were loaded with 40 x 100§
incend. and one A/c with 10 x 60C# G.P, bombs, The 600# bombs were 1/10
nose and 1/40 teil fuszed, Total number of bombs dropped on primary
were 840 inesnd and 10 G,P, Twe A/C ¥o. 7876 and A/C 738 returned their
bomb losds to base, A/C No. 1320 and A/C 322 jettisioned bombs in the

channel, The disposition of bambs on A/C No. 0674 is not known as it is
nissing, -

3¢ Types of Release « (f the 850 bombs dropped on primary 430 were
released by intervolometer (60 ft. interval) and 160 were togyled, Type
of releease on 4/C No. 0674 is net known,

4, Tsbulsr Sunmery e

Alreraft Bombs Fusze
Over. Tar, Bombings Xo. B8Sise Type Rose Tail
Main bombfall Ludwigshafen 17 17 640 100# W7ol Standard
10 5004 M=43 1/10 1/40
Total No of bombs on target, 650
Other expenditutes 80 100# ¥4TAl gtanderd
Bombs Returned 80 100# MT7Al Standard
Total No of bombs on A/C teking off, 800 1l00% "

10 BOO# 43  1/10 1/40

WAYW . R, PITZGEHALD
gaptain, Air Corps,
Group Bombardier,

TafL1]70 21°a VUVN T2 Ag
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HLaD Y anT ks

NIKBETY F1FTH oUM

BAKDABET GROUP (&)

OrFiC8 OF BHE AkKAWNT OFFICWR

APQ B4

$C December 1943,

SUBJECT: Wission Expenditure Repert fer 30 Desesber 1943,

T™

tH

1,

Cemmending Officer, 96th Bembardmeat greup (H).

¥ollowir, is the sxperditure report for s0th Dooember 1943,

| ™
be
Ce

de

gtation AAF 119
Tnit §8th Bowmbuardment Group
Type ol Am avitior ~ Cal. BO AP,
Gun locaution anc pueber of gurns
64 Lower Turret Guas 1280
64 Upper Turrot Qums 8560
52 Left #alst Guns 476
32 kight walst Cune 490
32 Kadlo Cuns 485
32 Left }*{Ojﬁ Juns 410
32 Hight Wose Guns 380
32 Center Youe Juns  4T0
64 Tail Guns #3200
Total sumber of pguns 384 s
Totel number of rounds Firea §,960 @
Two abortive airerait salvced 40-N4TAl Incendiaries esach, Twe <
abortive wircraft salvoed 10-600 1b, Demolition bowmbs sach. | 1;5
AMreralt . wmber 30674 reported missing leaded with 40-M4TAY L2
Incendlery bombs and 7,000 rounds of Cal. 50 AP, =
Total rumber of rourds experced 12,960 | ;
- Totel puuber of bombs expended 180-500 1lb. Demelition bombs amd 8
768-14701 Incendiary bumbs, ' . :;’
-
LEQFARD ¥y DAWSOK L.

Capt. Air Corps,’
group Armament (f'fioer,

SoOSHLQNN Auoyiny
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HEAD UARTERS
HDETY FIFTH BOMRARDENNT GROUYP (K}
Offiee of the Corwmnicat ions Off4eer {(J-1)

APO 63
Decordbor 31 1948
SUBJECT: Operational Eemieatima
0 ¢ Commanding Off feer, 95th Bombardment m Station #119

1, Of the farty<three (L3) crews that went on the missién, forty (L0)
e mﬁabh for interrogation by the Communications Officer,

2, Mechanieecl and elestricsl failures were as followss
(a) 335-F (Radie Compase/broken loop anterne)
{b) 36K (VEF/dynamoctor bLured out)
(s) 3361 (GEE/antenma esble grounded)
(d) 336-P (One Interphone Position/tail gum button sssewbly
btroken looee)

(o) 412 (Lisison Receiver/anterma leadwin broken loose)
3, The following nevigetional sids were used suceessfully:
(a) mmmg (28) A/ used Splashers and Bunchers fev
umbly heuim

E LofL1]70 212 VUYN ©

(v) 33&-%, 335-@, 336-?, axz-? uz-!, 33K eagh cbtained

1) D on howe statim; 335.7 obtained four (L).
QDMe on home stetion

(o) Pourteen (14) A/C used Station 7000
he Strike mmesage wag sent by FFP, No reason wac given for message

being sent late, VI chatter was sorsidersbly redused, There ware favorsbls
reports on the reception of navigational aide and Division Ground Station,

RICHARD -P, EKNOX
Captain, 4, C,
Communiest ions
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ADWRTIRS
iy § m BOBODUINT f:émﬁ* (t!}
i:f.fm of ths Ceemamiientions U7 {eey {3-1)

ATO &
Deeater 31 1949

TUBJECT: Cporstionnl Damsrlenticns
0 t Cuoxwmding CIficer, 954 Bombierdment Group, Station 5119

1. OF ite Cartyethree §) erows thot werd om the ﬁi«ﬁﬁzﬁm, forty (L)
ey cyeilable for latmrors tiom Ly the Commmient fong Offiewe,

2, Vochenle L ol clesirisml frilures weve 58 followes
(5 3358 (Raddo Compare/broken loop antene)
(o) 3361 (GFE/mpermn ocble grounded

(d; 336-F ((ne Interphone Position/Meil sun button seeemdbly
trolkan loose)

(&) L3128 (Lizdoon Teeniver/rotonmn JecdAn broken loose)
3. The Sollowing navigetionel odds were used sweesofully
(&) W!@* (28) AL uted Splashers and Dumchers fop
plthaion-4 .

(v 300D, 3357, 3m, am m-z Tk onch cbtoined
| %ﬁ (1) Tm : mnmmmmwm; 3784 Strime Lo (L)
o iﬂrﬁ

, (W) A/ uned Stotion 7000
&y Strike nessage we sk by FF, Ho roavom vag cliven for nessage

boing sent late, Vil chetier wos coreldersbly redused, There were fovorsbls |
yoporks on the regoption of navigationnl) nids amd Division Ground Statiom,

NIMURD-F, XX
Capbadn, 4, C,
Corpnnisntions

S00SHLQNN Aonny
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BRADQUARTKRS I
. NINETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H) e
OPFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OPPICER
APO 634

30 December 1943,

SUBJECT: 8-2 Repert for 8bA Group.

TO : Commanding Officer, HNinety Pifth Bombardment Oroup (¥),
APO 834,

1. Twenty A/C and one PFF of 95A Group teek off at 0806
hours on the 30th December 1943 te attack a target in Ludwige
shafen, Germany.

. The following A/C returned early:
#O178 512000168 1056hrs. #3 Supercharger failed.
#1063 Southhold 09bbhrs. #2 Bngine failure
#30342 Beachyhead 1040hra., #2 Bngine fallure
- #120 4942NO210R 1140hrs. #2 BEngine failure
- #080 5 mi.8/0 Dieppe 1l1ll8hrs. 46“ Vacumn.

3. PPF and fifteen A/C dropped 10x500# benba each on the
target thru a 10/10tha undercast with unobserved results.

|
i

Agi

4. Pighter support was reported aa excellent and as briefe
Enomy fighters made no atiacks on this Greup and a maximum of 80
'B/A were reperted as observed.

[ S Falal ¥ia eV e |

5. Flak was meagre except in target area 'hare & moderate

barrage was encountered. This barrage was fairly accurate up te
232,500 feet. |

ey

So9 S‘hL“NN Auoymny ‘

‘ul-(o sie VUVN T

PG

|
6. All attecking A/C returned to home base and landed at !
approximately 1630 hours, |

PLORENCE J. DONOHURE,
Ma jor, Alr Corps,
Intelligence Officer.,



NEADQUARTIRS
NINRTY PIPTH BOMBARDMENT OROUP (H)
OPPICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

30 Decamber 1943

SUBJECT: 8-2 Report feor 5B Group.
T0

Commanding Officer, Ninety Pifth Bombardment Group (H),
APO 634,

1. Twenty Twe A/C of 956B Group toek eff between 0830 and
0948 hours en the 30th December 1943 te attack a tarzet in Tudwige
shafen, Germany.

2, The Pollowing A/C returned early:

#322 52°37'¥ 01°38's 0944 # 01l cocler lesked,
: presaure down to sere
#7938 505840050 1005 Changed A/C end ceuld
‘ net catch up,
#320 Hastings 1048 Two engines in peer
" condition,
#8768 4942N0022E 1114 Bngines overheating
¢ less of power,

Agi

3. Seventeen A/C dropped 10X800# G.P. and 720X100# Inad,,

in the tarzet area with unobserved results due to 10/10ths cleud
gover,

Lo{1]70 1°a VUVN T

4, Flghter suppert was of the usual superior quality with
Spit IXs, P-47s and P-5la. E/A made only one attack on this Grou
A maximum of 25 E/A all single engine were roported.

e e alats ]

SOVGHLQNN Amowny

6. Anti-alircraft fire was meagre except in the target aroJ

where a moderate barrage was cncountered, i

b
6. All attacking A/C, except 0674, returned sai'ely to base,
landing between 1622 and 1648 hours,

7. The less of A/C 0874 was net indentified on any of the
reports ef A/C in distress,

PLORENCE J. DONOHUR,
Ma jor, Alir Corps,
Intelligence Officer,
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TIM; . - MESSAGE CEN ,@ ’ HOWw
L4 *
FILED NUMBER ¢ 0 L\j ) ? D | sEnt
Above Line for Use of Message Center Only. M E S S A G E Submit to Message Center in Duplicate.
DEGREE OF SECRECY : ‘ PRECEDENCE
Restricted Confidential Secret Defetred Routine - Priority Operational Priority Urgent
Writer Will Initial One Block Writer Will Initial One Block

Above line for vse of

Now o operator only DATE 30 Decembier 1943
TO ___A=2 0OF 13TH CBW & 3 _BD

103A 95 (A) LUDWIGSHAFEN, GERMANY 30 DECEMBER 1943
8=l --1, ALONG BRIEFED COURSE IN ENEMY TERRITORY.

2, 1145 -~ 1508

3¢ 14 MOSTLY FW190, BALANCE MEl09S.

4, NO ENCOUNTERS

5 NO ATTACKS ON THIS GROUP

6. NONE |

7. ONE ATTACK BY FWL908 ON B-24 GROUP FOLLOWING 95A. ATTACK FR 5 »
OCLOCK LOW, CLIMBING THRU FORMATION. ANOTHER HEADON ATTACK SAME B-24 & 5
BY 6 ME109S WITH ROCKETS FIRING IN LINE AND BREAKING AWAY TO LEFT AVD % ;_ :
(ROCKETEERS FROM THE FRONT). g g |
S=2 --AT. LA FERE, FRANCE ON ROUTE IN THERE WAS A MEAGRE BUT ACCURATE E 2
AT 23000 FEE®. ]

OVER WIESBADEN OR MAINZ ANOTHER MEAGRE BUT FAIRLY ACCURATE BARRAGE WA
SENT UP JUST TO LEFT OF THIS FORMATION AT 23000 FEET.

OVER DARMSTADT THERE WAS REPORTED A MEAGRE CONCENTRATION OF FIRE AT
22000 FEET, DIRECTED AT GROUP FOLLOWING., h

(CONT.)

OFFICIAL DESIGNATICN TIME SIGNED:
OF SENDER:

22
Authorized to be Signature and
sent in clear: ){ 47"__ . ) grade of writer: 47&

Signature of Officer:

Form M -269
16—32133-1 ¥ U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ¢ 1942 (Revise November 1942)




203A ~9E1R) LUDWIGSHAFEN GERMANY  /~ONT.) 30-12-43

IN TARGET AREA THERE WAS A MODERATE QUANTITY OF AA FIRE SEEMINGLY
DIRECTED AT GROUPS FOLLOWING MORE THAN AT 95A,
ON ROUTE BACK THERE WAS A MEAGRE BARRAGE FROM SAARBRUCKEN AT 23000
FEET OUT OF RANGE TO THE LEFT, THIS MAY HAVE BEEN A DETERRENT BARRAGE.
MEAGRE FIRE, POSSIBLY FROM A FLAK SHIP OR SMALL CONVOY WAS REPORTED
FROM JUST NORTH OF FECAMP, AT 23000 FEET.
8«3 = 1, NONE
2, B~17 FROM EITHER 385TH OR 94TH GROUP SEEN FALLING APART IN FLAMES
AND EXPLODING AT 1240 HOURS JUST NORTH OF LUDWIGSHAFEN. NO CHUTES WERE
SEEN., 4910N=0750E - 2 P=478 SEEN COLLIDING AT 1255 ONE SPUN DOWN OUT OF
CONTROL. NO CHUTES SEEN.
8«4 «~ NONE
S=5 = NOT AVAILABLE.
S«6 « AT FECAMP, IN INNER HARBOR, MANY BARGES SEEN.
CREWS REPORT THAT FLAK FIRE OVER TARGET DID NOT OCCUR TILL BOMBS WERE

DROPPED, g 4
: x 32
S~ - RESULTS OF BOMBING UNOBSERVED DUE TO UNDERCAST. 5‘2’ ER-
>
S-8 - NONE z E
| o
8 Al
s=9 - a-ab rLus rFF X
! e g :
B=20 PLUS PFF = R ¢
C-p 4
D & e
2) NONE
3) NONE
4) NONE

5) NONE



30 DECEMBER 1943
A-2 OF 13TH CBW & 3 BD

103A 95B LUDWIGSHAFEN, GERMANY 30 DECEMBER 1943
S-1 - 1.0VER FRANCE & TARGET AREA

2.1145 TO 1445

3.MAXIMUM 25, SIX ME109E OTHERS FW180 OR UNIDENTIFIED

4,0NE ATTACK ON THIS GROUP. THREE ME1l09 IN FILE MADE A SINGLE PASS
FROM S LIGHTLY BELOW AT 5 OCLOCK AND BROKE AWAY AT 1060 YARDS,

5,NONE
6 ,NONE = >
< £
7 JNONE TE
Z < =
8=2 -~ NEAGRE CONTINUOUS FOLLOWING ACCURATE UP TO 22000 FEET BUT AHEAI % Zz {
p :
THIS GROUP, REPORTED FROM LAON ATHIES. g ;’ %
FROM MAINZ OR WIESBADEN A MEAGRE BUT FATRLY ACCURATE BARRAGE Wi E 2 :
-]
PORTED SHOOTING TO LEFT OF THIS GROUP BUT ACCURATE AT 22000 FEET. E

OVER DARMSTADT A MEAGRE COMBINATION OF DETERRENT BARRAGE AND 08&-0?-
RANGE CONTINUOUS FOLLOWING FIRE WAS REPORTED BEHIND THIS GROUP.

IN TARGET AREA A MODERATE BARRAGE ENCIRCLING THIS OGROUP, WAS REPORTEIL
FROM SAARBRUCKEN AT ALTITUDE OF 22000 FEET.

ON ROUTE BACK A MEAGRE OUT OF R &Y GE DETERRENT BARRAGE WAS REPORTED



1034 968 LUDWIGSHAPEN, GERMANY (U)NT.) 30-12-43

DIRECTRD PROM SAARBRUCKEN. THIS WAS ACCURATE POR LOW SQUADRON AT 21000 PT.
JUST WEST OF PECAMP THERE WAS MEAGRE PIRE PRON A PLAK SHIP OR SMALL
CONVOY, GOING UP TO 28000 FEET,
NONE OF OUR A/C WAS NIT ON THIS MISSION,
$-3 A-(1) 968, 0674
(2) LAST SEEN UNDER CONTROL ENTERING CLOUDS BELOW.
(3) 1243 HOURS JUST BEFORE TARGET
4) 1243
o (8). NO CHUTES SEEN
'B%(1) UNIDENTIFIED B-17
(2) BROKE IN HALF
(3) JUST BEPORE TARGET
(4) 1244
(5) NO CHUTES REPORTED
(6) KIT PROP WASH AND STALLED OUT, DID A SLOW ROLL, BROKE IN HALP,

T >

CAUGHT ON FIRE. ‘; g
- =
B=(1) TWO UNIDENTIFIED P~478 z % 3
(2) ONE DOWN IN PLAMES § o §
(3) 49008 - O500E &
L

(4) 1258 1%% a

i

(8) ¥O CHUTES b

(6) RESULT OF A COLLISION
B-(1) UNIDENTIPIED B-24

(2) OUT OF CONTROL

(3) BEFORE TARGET

(4) 1145

(6) WO CHUTES

(6) 3 B/A ATTACKING



1034 96B LUDWIGSHAFEN, GERMANY (CO¥ ) 30-12-43

8~4 - NONE
8«5 - NOT AVAILABLE
8-6 - POSSIBLE TROOP CONCENTRATIONS IR VICINITY OF 4930N - Ol40E.

PRESH PAINT OR NEW ROOF ON FACTORY AT 1426 HOURS. BARRAGE BALLOONS
NEAR PARIS AT 4910N - 6400E. TWO PARACHUPES ABOUT 8000 PEET JUST EAST OF
RHEIMS. POSSIBLE CRUISER ON SEINE RIVER NEAR HQUEH HEADING SOUTHBEAST AT
1440 HOUR3., PIVE OR SIX BREENISH YELLOW STREAKS RISING FROM GROUND, THRU
OVERCAST, PASSING ABOVE OROUPS, LOB OVER AND DOWN AQAIN. LOOKED LIEKE 3KY
ROCKETS.
8=-7 « RE3ULTS UNROBSERVED
8«8 - USUAL SUPBRIOR FIGHTER SUYPORT FROM P-47, P=-51 AND SPITS - REPEATED
REQUEST FOR EXTRA OXYGEN MASKS AND OUTLETS,
8-9 - A~TWENTY TWO

B-NINETERN
C-THWO -
>
(1) ONE Z z
| LR
{(2) NOKE _i
z 2
{(3) NONE ; §
(4) NONE B
L
(6) ONE iE”
|
b

|
\

LTl al%in Ra s Vg |

ry
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' FROM HRM 3@/23139
_'TO THEZ-3BD Arr1~ A-Z .
. OINRN-13TH CBY ° ATTH: A2
' SECRET 95BG D521D
SENT IR CLEAR AUTH. LT. WHEATON,.

: S ~ N R
1838 95p LUDUIGSPAF?N, EFRFAﬁY '35 EECEMBER 1943 -
. S-1 - 1. OVER FRANCE & TARGET. AREA 4‘, , ‘

AT 1145 TO 1445 o :

RO 5. MAXIMUM 25, SIX ﬂnl@SE OTHERS FU 199 OR- 'ﬁlﬁ?ﬂTIFIEB %

o 4, ONE ATTAﬁK O THIS GROUP. THREE ME 169 ‘FILL ﬁADE 'S ﬁGLE
'PASS FROM SLIGHTLY EX BELOH %T 5 QCLGGK AND BRQ AT 4

YARDS. | . . ’

ST s, woHE
T 6. NONE L ) R

’VV A 7- E@EE ‘ k
'§-2 - MEAGRE C TINUGHS F@LLOWI&G ACCU”ATE ﬂ? T ,225
THIS GROUP, gzhaa1$9 FROM LAON ATHIES. =~ = & _ ,

.. 'FROM MAINZ OR WIESBADEN A MEAGRE BUT - '35 CUR? BARRAGE
REPG”TED SHOOTING TO LEFT TO THIS GROUP BU CU ] 22000 FEET,

' VER DARKSTADT A MEAGRE COMBINATION E “HT - BARRAC 4!
@F-EAWGE CG%TI%U@HS FQLL@QIHG FIRE %AS REP LD ;BEEIHD THISsQ'
’@R@Up.v:w fi i

I<‘TARG?T AREA A ﬁODE?ATT B&RRAGE ; INC IS GR@UP, WA

UTE BACK A MEAGRE OUT OF RANGE DETERREN BARRAGE VAS
RECTED FROM sﬁanaﬁucxzn. THIS w&sta : : Qnabaaé«

¥ FECAMP THERE VAS MEAGRE FIRE FR@%«A FLAK s,
G.UP TO 22000 FEET. :

Ag
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ms cgwp, azim‘r
_ ' FROM, MAINY O
| REPORTED smgn

ng A MEAGRE OUT OF RANGE. axrtnng 1 BARRAGE W
AARBRU&KEN. THIS was __A' CURATE. ‘FOR. LOR'S
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Authority NNDIH4S5008
By K3 NARA Date 02{17
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THE V HRM NR '25 P
T THE
O1HRM

FROM HRM 30/2200A

TO THE- A-2 3 BD
OIHRM- A-2 13TH CBW

SECRET 958G D519D

ey
A

SENT IN CLEAR AUTH. LT. S.R. WHEATON

103A G5A AND PFF LUDWIGSHAFEN, GERMANY 30 DECEMBERS
A-95A P- 2 - 20X500 NO. G.P. A=-PFF P-0
B-19 Q- 0-0-1-0 ‘ B-1 Q-0-0-0-0
C-15 R- 0-0-0 o - C-1 R- 0-0-C
D-0 : D=0
E-C - E~C
F-0 F-0
G-4 v G-C
RXXXX
H=0 ' - H-0
-0 ) 1-0
J-C J-C
K-0 K-0
L-1246 L-1246
M-23000 M-23000
N=150X500 NO. : N-6X500 NO.
N-1 -190X500 NO. N-1 - 6X500 NO.
N-2-0 _ "N=2-C -
0-2-20X500 NO. 0-C

AS
: Z8C DECEMBER 1943 (RPT) 194
- FAW AR 945 943
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DECLASSIFIED

By K3 NARA Date ull'llﬁ

1
PORMATION DIAGRAM

$8TH BOMB. GROUP (H)
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Authority NNQ745008 t
‘1 By K3 NARA Date alitig

- AJILF. — , FORMATION DIAGRAM
CoW, . _ c/ 95TH BOMB, GROUP (H)
e Led . DATE Jo 0?(.-4/3
— TIME
kow 7357 A
Hr3h

M_,AZ‘ “\ Wo %, ‘
7r4 Nos ‘5—3«%‘

o ~ e /
/;nl_gd:_giﬂ #1/1;6;_ \_.___ s, | Dean _

~
T *,
S
ABORTIVEO EXTRA . EXTRA 4/C
MISSING . - —_— —diafcer
ns
CHANGES e SJg g



169th Operation -3 Deoember, 19&-}

Mission No, 1 = Iudwigshafen
j _ Mission No. 2 = Iundwigshafen
s Mission Nos 5 = Indwigshafen
Mission Nos 4 - m&mgshafen

!ndwigsmfen, key inland porta.nd home of one of Geme.xw s two largest
ohemical plants, was attacked by 12 Combat Wings of VIII Bomber Command, :
Portresses and Liberators. Using Patifindor aircraft, this force, the la.rges‘l:
ever digpatched to attack Sormany by dsylight, dropped over 1400 tons of bamba
~thraugh 10/10 ocloud, Strike attack photographs are oloud-obsoured, mking
bombing results mava...lable at this ’c:’une.

Modarate to intense £lak was encountered, but enemy figh‘tar opposition
was generally weak, Excellent fighter oscort was provided by VIII Fighter
Cammand P-l7s, P-38s and P-51s and RAF Spitfire IX's, claims are 12-4-1-'9 o
and 23 bombers are missing.

~ Unit , Number of A/c Personnel mmalties

15T BOMB DIV. (Dispatched Attacked Fojled Lost) Claims (Killed Wounded m.e.aixg)

MISSION NO. 1 70 Boliba
: '_ é... _Eo g

. . / w

91 : 26 2. 0 0 0 - 0-1=0 ] 0 o
92 , 26 2 0 0 0 000 0 0 ol|IX
33 33 29 2 2.1 0~0-0 0 0 10|z
305 29 29 o 0 0 0=0-1 0 1 0| =

/306 : 27 2% 2 0 0 0=0~0 ) 1 0|2
351 B 3 - 3% 1 0 1 O0~0=0 &4 1 10 | =
379 38 37 1 0 1 2-0-1 © .2 10| o
381 , 28 288 0. 0 0O 0=0=-1 1 2 ol e
38 25 21 &4 0O 1 0-0«0 0 0 113
- 401 21 20 1 0 1 0~0-0 0 0 10

R ) 276 1T 2 5 %15 % 7 LI
Boma DIV,
uxs""s'i‘m‘ | NO. 2 .

93 21 6 5 0 0 0=0-0 0 0 0
L4 ‘ 28 25 3 0 0 0-0-0 0 0 0
448 2 23 Q 0~0 0 0

S | “7}5; p) "1% (1] % OmO=0 6} [} 3%
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i PR ) AT : - P
foaed Coe . I /

zagz TIAL | K

gox N
ﬁ"aom DIV (p_i tcm;ﬂ?"““w 5 Ofl;e gailed , ’c) laim LzerSM1 Ceaunttng
g . spa Ltacked Ios C Killed W d Mi
MISS IO N0, 3 ~Ic Bombe > q@m feslng)
/ he B
‘,91; o 38 37 1 5 0 0-0-0 1 L. .0
‘95 3 32 5 1 1 0-0-0 ‘0 1 10
9% -3 .3 1 0.0 000 0 0 0
100 ) 19 19 0 0 2 1-2-2 1, & 20
+ 385 . 20 19 0 T 2 0-1-2 0. 1 20
388 36 - 33 2 1 2 0-0~0 o . 0 10
2193 * 40 313 2 0 1 érg-g 0 0 10
X ‘ 1 0 1 0-0- 0 0 10
P ﬁg 2 T 3 3§ 53 2 1o . ®
' 2m> BOMB DIV | | o -
MISSTON NO. % : |
" 2, 2 1 1 1 000 0 2 10
389 22 19 1 - 2 2 30wl o - 0 19,
ﬁg 25 - 23 2 g 1 g:g-g 2_. 0 10
. : » U 2 ..;.;:. 0 10
| % % § $EixT t % i
482 12 11 1 0 0 1-0-1 0 o .o
TOIAIS 70 658 44 8 23 1249 1L 19 200

o+ Failed to Bamb - A = Mecmm.oal and Equipmnt Failures, h 1

' B = Other than Mechanical and X ,,qm.pmmt Pailurecs (includes g
~ weather, encmy action, recall, etc). N ‘ X
BOMBING RESULTS: 508 B~17s, including 11 PFF a/c, and 145 B-24s dropped E
16,395 x 100 1.B., 560 x 250 I.B., and 2017 x 500 G.P, on Indwigshofen from | 5
19,500 - 24,000 feet at 1156 ~ 1300 hours. Striks atiack photographs are g
cloud obscured and, as FRU cover is not yot ava;:....ab]o » no damage assessment 3
is mss:.b],e« _ _ ‘ ©
: S
: l;. B~17s dropped 168 x 100 I.B. on Saarbrucken, end 1 B-17 3

dropped 42 x 100 I.B. on an unknown target of oppartunity with unobserved o

‘resultse ’

'REASONS FOR FATLURE TO BOMB. 52 a/c failed to bomb - M. due to meohanioa.l
or aguipment failure, 1L wrich conld not find its formation end 7 wm.ch wore
lost. before reacning the targot,

ENCOUNTERS: Enemy fighler opposition was generally weak, The lead group of
“the lead combat Wing over the ta.rgc,t reported the majority of attascks which .
. were from ar average of 30 e/a, moshly iie=109s. Nose attacks from 10 o 2

o%clock predominated, with e/a coming from low out of the oJ.om!q, then é’av:mg P

beck to the clouds for cover, Abtacks ware meds gifigly, in pairs and in one
instance a group of ten e/a came in ligh trying to simulate fighter escort,
CONFPIDENIIAL |

- D -

S00SHhLQNN Cutoginy
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14k

then dove through the formation at gren eat speed. Attacks began in the
vicinity of the I.P. and continued in soms instances to the viecinity of
Abbeville, BE/A seen were mostly Me-109s and FW=190s with very few twin-
engined aircraft encountered,

IES: Personnel - 11 crew members were killed, L seriously woun%d,

8 wounded and 200 are missing,
\ Equipmont = 23 a/c are missing, 4 due to e¢/a and 19 to reasons
- unknown,

, Estimated Bettle Damage - 104 category “A", 63 categary "AC",
3 categary "B" and 5 category "E",

ANTI-ATRCRAFT FIRE: Modsrate to intense f£lak was encountered over the target.
It was mostly berrage type with some continuously pointed fire, Borrages
wore observed over Frankfurt end Darmstadt and intense AA fire wes scen over
the Paris areas. Some groups reported acourate unseen continuously pointed

- flak from Soissons and laon, Meager, inaccurate Al fire was observed over
Rouen, Fecamp, Saarbrucken and other socattered points along the routey

FIGHTER ESCORT: One group of P=38s and one group of P=5ls furnishad escort
over Iudwigshafen on this operation, making their deepest penetration to date
into Burope. Escort to the target and on withdrawnl was provided by ten
groups of P=478, one group of P=38s and airoraft from sixteen Spitlire
squadrons, Bnemy opposition to owr fighters was weak to mediocre, with very
few e/ sighted in the target area, Strongest enomy attacks were mde by
approximately 50 s/o e/a on fighters provid:mg withdrawal escort far Missions
1l and 2.

VIII Fighter Command claims for this operation are 8e=3=6 and
Spitﬁres olaim 3 e/a destroyed. 13 Pighters aro missing.

TE: Iases to Beachy Head to Fecamp to l;.9°1..0'N 02°10'E, to 50°0%'N -
'E, to target to L;.9°22'N - 08°201%, to 48°%4 7™ ~ 06°12'E, to 50°05'N =
, oz,.°oo'1=:, to 49°38' - 02°10'E, to Fecamp to Bastbourne to bases,

OESERVATIONS; Fighters seen taking off from sirdrome at approximetely
‘ N - 55 'El

Considerable rail activity was scen in the area axtenaing
30 miles back fram the French Coast,

WEATHER: Route Out = 1/10 to 3/10 stratocumilus, base 2,500 to 3,000 feet,
topa 5,000 %o 5,000 feet increasing to 5/10 to 7/10 over the Channel. Clowds
became 6/10 to 8/10 cumulus over Continental Coast, tops 8,000 feet. Target:
10/10 curmlus and stratocurmlus, tops 10,000 to 12, Y000 fect. Visibility un~
restricted above clouds, Return Route: Same as route out to 50 miles inlend
on Oontinent where cloud broke to 5/10 to 7/10 cumulus, base 3,000 feet, tops
5,000 to 6,000 fect, dscreesing to 3/10 to 5/10 ovor Chamel, end 1/10 %0 3/10
over England and bases.
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