HBADQUARTERS E=B=20
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
0ffice of the Operatiens Offiser

APO 634
2] Deosmber 1943

SUBJECT: Repert ef Operations Offfcer...iissien of 20 December 1943...
Bremen.

70 1 Uemmanding Offiser, 95th Bemd Greup (KH), APO €34.
1. Gemeral Narrative

The 96 A Growp fermatisn teok off 0850 - D854 (aime ships).
95 A furaished the lew squadrea and extras fer 390 A Greup.

13th Cembat Wing with $5 B lesding readexveused at Bumcher # 11
at 18,000 feet ome mimute early. Preceeding te Splasher § 6 the 300 A
Greup jeined 95 B Yo form the 13th Cembat Wimg, but the 100th Greup was net
soen at Splasher # €.

Climbing te Dembinmg altitude was begum after passing Cremer,
at 1062 en time. Good formation was held during the olimb. Bembing
sltitude was reached oressimg the ensmy ceast at Texel at 1128. Just
prier te reaching the easmy ceast & Greup ahesd sxecuted twe 180° turas

and formed the Srd Group eof eur Wing. They flew in the high Greup poliun(

aad were net pesitively identified.

The briefed reute was fellewsd te the I.P., reached at 1185.
At this peint Cembat Wing bembing formatien was assumed fer the Dem
ran. Visual bembiag tactios were empleyed. Bombs were drepped at 120¢
on Bromen.

Course was altered after bembs were drepped to miss seme AL
fire. )

Rally peiat at 1208 with Cembat Wing fermation ia tact and en
csurss. Degsoemt began snd the snesmy ceast was resressed at Juist Islamd
at 1236, 96 A Group fermatien cressed Buglish ceast at 1429 arriviag at
bage at 1445, landing frem 1453 - 1814 heurs.

2. Alroraft met *‘w

9 A/C teok off as shewn im disgram "A". 8 A/C attacked the target
at 1204 with geed results. Ome A/C, § 42-30609 returned early as they

- @FC dled VUVN B[~ Ag
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were spares, with »e wvacancies. Net a sertis as it dida't oress enemy ceast.

Fermution ever thn torget is as shewn an Diagram “X".

3¢ Alroraft Lest

One A/C # 4231305 is missing aud apparently was shet dewn ever
the target area at abeut 1208 heurs: Twe engines afire, lesing altitude,
atill under centrell, Twe chutes seen,
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. : ' HARRY G, MUMFORD,
' Major, Air Cerps,

Operatiens Officer. B

P lalatbia2aVe Pel

e



s

DECLASSIFIED ‘
Authority NND 745005” ‘

[

DATE 20 December 19438

390 A

e
By JG NARA Date 248 OF |
95 A GROUP
@ﬁm wn
DIA A NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer
GROUP FORMATION FORM
LEAD
390 A
Lot — . .__T.___
1
95 A 251 : )
342 766
. i HE R -
! | 2 I
924 ' .
545 120 EXTRA
' ' . { , ‘ 609
' 305 178
BRIEFING
READINESS
STATIONS
TAXT )
 TAKE#OFF
RENDF"V” ———

EXTRA SHIPS




96 A GROUP
DIAGRAM “B"

BRIEFING

READINESS -

STATIONS

TAXI

TAKE®OFF

RENDEZVOUS

DECLASSIFIED

Authority /"/NQ74 5005
By J& NARA Date 248 09 !

NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMIMT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

GROUP FORMATION FORM

LEAD

DATE 20 December 1943

HIGH

178 |

EXTRA SHIPS




HEADQUARTERS
RINETY ¥IPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Ofri er

APO 834,
21 December 10435,

SUBJECT: Report of QOperptions Officer... Mission of 20 December 1343...
Bromen.

70 t Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group (H), APO 834.

l. General Narrstive

The 96B Group formation took off 0U05 = 0921 hours rendezvousing
above the field at 2000 feet by 0925, The formation climbed through a
five tenths overocast without sxperiencing any difficulty.

The 13¢h Combat Wing led by the 96th B Group rendezvoused at
Buncher # 11 at 18,000 feet early and proceeded to Splasher # 6. At
this time the 380A Group formation joined the 968 formation to form the
13th Combat Wing but the 100th Group formation wes not seen at this time,
The 95B Group formation then procesded to Cromer along the Diviaion
assembly line while the other Combat Wings fell in behind them,

. The climb to bombing altitude was begun just after passing over
Cromer at 1052, The 95B Croup formation wes on time at Cromer and began
the olimb at the ordered time, The formation did not string out during
the climb and fairly good Combat ¥Wing formmtion was held. The 958 Group
regohed bombing altitude just as they crossed the onpmg coast at Texel
Island at 1126, At this time & Group shead mace a 360 turm and filled in |
defensive ‘ormation, This Group was not positively identified.

The orderaed route from the enemy coast to the I.P, was flown.
The 958 Group formation reached the Initial Point at 1155 and made their
turn on to target. At this time the other two Groups in the 13th Combat
Wing assumed Combat Wing bombing formetion at the I,P, and flew this for-
mation on the bombing run, B8ince the target was almost completely unobscured
visual bhombing tactics were employed instead of using PFF methods as were
originally planned., Bombs were dropped at 1204 on Bremen. The leac air-
oraft, & PFP, had & little trouble releasing his bomba, but they were
away within 2 to 3 seconds after the indices met. The bombs were seen to
g0 into the smoke soreen and fires of Rremen, :

After the bombs were dropped course was altered to miss sone
anti-airoraft fire, The Rally Point was reached at 1208 at which time the
Unidentified Group and 390th Group formations resumed Combat Wing dafensive
formation, -
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The descent was begun as ordered and the enemy coast was recrossed

at Juist Island et 1236. The 9BB Croup recrossed the Bnglish Coast at
Cromer ut 14203, :

The 558 Group formation arrived over base at 1445 and the ailre
craft landed from 1463 to 1514 hours. The 3 pathfinder aircraft flying
with the 9868 Group formation did not lend ut this base but proceeded to
their own home base.

2. Airoraft not Atteoking

Twenty four aircra’t of the 95B Oroup, including 3 PFF aircraft
and 3 spares, rendesvousing over the field ms shown in diagram "aA"., A/0
# 42-30173 returned to base sarly because of # 2 and # 3 engines were
sluggish, He croassed the English Coast but did not oross the enemy coust
so has no credit 7r sortie. A/ # 42~31329 and § 42-31244 returned oarly
as they were spares and found no veoant space in the formstion. 98B Group
formation over target is as showm in diagram "B".

3. Alroraft Lost

No aircraft in the 95B Group formeution were lost.

HARRY G, MUMPORD,
Mejor, Air Corrs,
Operations Officer,
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AEADGQUARTENS
NIRETY FIPTH DOMBARDMENT OROUP (H)
Of'fice of the Operations Officer

ATO 834
20 Tiecenber 19435

BURJECY: Lead Wavigator's ¥arrative, Ninety Pive "A"™ Oroup, »ission of
20 Deocomber 1948,

T0 t+ Commanding Officer, 86th Hombardment group (K), A.i,F,

ls The Xinety Pifth Bowbardment aroup [®), dispaished =ine airoraft
to fly ss low squadron and extra for the Three Hundred Hinieth "A™ group,
Bight of these aireraflt dropped wombs,

2+ The brisfed route was followed, and all ocontrol times und points
are as indioated on the log sheet of the lead navigator of Yinoty Five "R™
Jroup.

BLLIS B. SCRIPYURR
Gaptain, Air Corps,
Group Havigation Dfficer,
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HEADQUAPTERS
HINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Dperations Officer

APO 854
20 Necember 1943

SUBJE T: Lead Navigeator'as ¥arrative, Ninety Five "n" Group, Mission of
20 Decenmber 1543,

TO 1 Commending Officer, 85th Rombardment group (H), AP0 834,

1. The ¥Ninety Pifth Bombardment Group (H) dispatched twenty one
siroraflt plus three spares to lesad the Third Bombardment Division,

2, 7Taite-off was normal st 0R06 hours. The climb was executed thro-
ugh five tenths overcast, and Combat Wing rendezvous at Buncher Fumber 11
was one ninute early et 1034 hours, This time wes lost hefore resching
Splasher Kuuber 6 and the const was orossed on course, on time at Cromer,

Je I shecked the wind over ingland, during the olimb over the channel,
and over the oontinent on course to the target. The briefed course was
followed over the entire route to the target and return with one excerw
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tion; it was necessar; to divert temporarily after lsaving the rally paint
in order to miss heavy flek emplacements,
4. The Hombs wers dropped visually on Lremen at 1204 hours, meagne-
tie heading 56°, altitude 26,000 feet.
¢ Coust out Cromer 1062
iLsmy Coast In Texel Ta, 1126
I.P. 5258 O8O0 1155 |
Target Bremen 1204 1
Eneny Coust Qut Juist Is, 1256
Const In Cromer 14293

ELLIS B. ICRIPTURE
Capte., Alr Coros,
Group Navigation Offiover,
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HEADGUART RS
NINETY PIVTH BOMBANDMENT SROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APD 654
20 December 1943

SUBJECT: lLead Bombardier's Narrative, Ninety ®ive "A" group, Mission
of December 20 1943,

T3 1 Commgnding Officer, 5b6th Bombardment droup (H), 4.4.F,

ls Bombing Approach and Run = Right aircraft of ¥Winety Five "a"
Giroup flew ax the low squadron of Three Hundred Kinieth "4” group. Uo
sighting technique was employed. These seven asircraft dropped their
1H4TAY with minimum interval on the bhombs of the 350th "A" Croup's lead
bonbardier,

2. Disposition of Ffombs -« Tight aircraft of #5-"A" were in the
390th "A" Group formation as it went over target., Emoh dropped 40 x
1004 u474l incendaries, The total number of bombs dropped on primary

7 21ed VUVN BT Ag

%11 N Aoyiny

el

f

target was 320, Alroraft yo. 31300 was lest but was last seen in the
target ares and is assumed to have bombed the primary target., The
fuzing was standerd,
5. Types of Releass ~ Of the 320 bhombs dropped armed st the
target, FEighty were relessed by intervolometer (minimum setting) 220
were togiled, Type of release by sireraft No. 31506 is not kmown,
4, Tabular surmary
Alroraft Bombs |
Over Tar. BRombing No. Size Type Fusin
8 8 520 100§ M47A1 standard
Total bombs on target 320 100§ MATALl Standard
Other bomd expenditures None,
Sonbs returned 40 100# 474l Standard
Total(loaded on 4/C taking off) 360 1007 147Al Standard

WAYME %, PITZGERALD
CAPT., AIR CORPS
GROUE OMBABRDIER.
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HEADQUARTERS
RINETY PIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APO a34
20 December 1943

SUBJECT: Lead Bombardiert's Narrative, Finety Five "B" Oroup, 'iesioa of
20 Deoember 1643,

70 s+ Commanding Officer, 98th Bombardment Group (H), A.A.F,

ls Bombing Approach and Run = Ninety Pifth Rowbardment Group (i) was
led oy three P,7,7, aircraft of the Four Hundred Righty Seocond Bomberdment
Group (iije 48 P,F.F, alroraft landed st their home base this narrative was
pisced together from: other bombardier's in Ninety Pive "A" and the mavigator
who flew in the lead P,F,F, ship. At the I.F, & shallow tum to the left
was made, 7The bombardier suw the target and as the weather had been clesr
he was set up for manual bombing before the I.P, after the turn at the 1,7,
he picked up target very oasily dus to smoke scrsen and previoua bombinge
On run could not get select hundls to lock in select, navigator held it,
but when indices met bomba Ald not go sway nor eould they be salvced, Pilot
salled Zoot guit Red and he dropped and the rest of the group dropped on
him, The bombs were away almost immediatly after indices met and visual
reports are such that it was reported bombs went into smoke. Teather was
0 to 1/10 undercast with a slight ground hage, Flak wes hesvy anc of the
barrage types A fow fighter passes were made at Ninety Five "A"™ although
fighter cover was effactive,

24 Disposition of Bombs - Seventeen airoraft of Ninety ¥ive "B" were
in formation ms well as three P,F,F, aircraft of the Four Hundred Eighty
Seoond Bombariment Group (H)e All of these nircraft dreppod 12 x 500 G.F.
bombs except tho three P.P.F, aircraft which dropped 6 x 500§ G,P, bombs
apiect. Total no. of bombs dropped on tarpet were 222, Bombs were fuzed
1/10 nose and 1/40 tail,

QS L N Aroyiny
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8, Of these bombs 192 were toggled and twalve salvoed armed due to
& reck melfunntione Typo of release by P,FP.P, aircraflt is not known

4o Tabunlar Summarys
Alreraft Bonmbs
Over Tar, HRombing ¥o. Sise Type Puse
Meiu Bomdofall(Bremen) 20 20 222 50O AN-M43 1/10 1/40

Total Bombs on Target 222 500f AN-w43 1/10 1/40
Other Bomb Fxpenditures Nonee

Aircraft Bombs
Qver Target Bombing Noe Size Type Fuze

Bombs Returned 48 5004 AN-1#43 1/10 1/40
Total Loaded on aircraft taking off = 270  500# AN-M43

WAYNE R. FITZGERALD
Captain, Air Corps,
Group Bombardier,



SUBJECT:
TO H
1,

GBADGLART NG
KINDTY FIFTG BCMBARM BT waoup (H)
office of the zngineering Gfficer

APG 634,
20 December 1343,

Bess ‘nrineecing #eport on Combal idission 20 December 1043,
Commanding General, Third Sombardment Division (H), APC 634,

Commanding Officer, ¥dth DBoambardment Group (H). Attn: Lt. Col.
WC ENIGHT, Base (pesrations,

The following information is submitted concerning coubat mission

of Lt1e85th Boubardment Group (H) on 20 December 1543,

3.

4.

ae. Thirty (30) B-17F airplanes took-off as scheduled. 42-31244,
42-31329 and 42-30609 returned as extrs ships.

e Twonty-five (25) B=17F airplanes returned to base after completion

of mission,
G 42-31805 has not returned to obmse.

There was one (1) abortive airplsunes
8o 42-30178 - ;1 & y2 supercharge. regulators.

All el rcraft tock-off as scheduled,
Batile damage is as follows:

a, 42-30120 - sajor sheet meilal damsge.
be 42-3545 - Hajor sheet motal damsge.

¢, 42-39883 ~ Sheet wetal damagze.
d, 42-37882 - 3 cylinder, §2 engine hit by flak,
8, 42-30233 - usin spar damaged by [llux,

GARFIELD i, BEASER,
uejor, Alr Corps,
Base ingr. Off'icer.
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BEADQUART&RS

KITY pIPTH BOMBARDMEST GROUP ()
OFFICE OF TH: ARMAEENT OFFICEE

APQ 634

SUBJKCT: Mission Axpenditare Heport for 20 Decenmber

T0 1 Companding Officer, 3Gth Dombardment group

l. pollowing is the expenditure report for 20
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i.

Jtation
Jnit

Type of Ammunitlonm
Gun locatlion and Lunbar or guns

Total nuamber of
Total mugber ot
Alrcrait aunber
B47A) lucendary
Total number of
Total number of

guns  SQ0C

rounds firea 11,113
21308 reported missing
bombs aad 7,000 rounds
roucds ¢xpended 18,113
bomba expended 2168-8C0

320«100 1b, M&TALl Imcendlary bombs,.

20 Decambor 1943,

1943,

()

ﬁecambor 1543,
MAAF 119

Both Bombarduent Oroup
Cal. 50 AP,

e
<

Tail Cuna

loaded with 40-100 1b.
of Csl. 80 AF.

T @FT o1ed VAVN B[ A
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1b. Demolitior bombe eda,

LiCHAED F, DAWSON
Sapts ALr Corps,.
Group Arrament Offieer,

50 Lower Turrst Guns 2208

50 Uppesr Turret Guns 2088
A5 Lelt salst Juns 18316
%8 night Weist GQuna P1Ro—
éo ‘nadie Guna

26 Left Yose Guna

RE  ight Jose Guns

25 Center Rose Guas
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HIAD UARTERS
BINETY FIFTH DOEDARIDMENT GROUP (H)
Cffiee of the Commmieations Of{icer

(3-1)

APD 431
20 Negupher 19.%

SURJECT: Cperatione]l Communiestions
TC ¢ Coemanding officer, 95tk Boshordment Croup, “tation 119,

1, CFf the thirty (30) erews that participated in the mizeion, twermty~
nine (29) were available for interrogstion by the CWMM.&W rfficer,

2, Fechanical and electriea) fallures were 2 follrws:
{n) 336K (BT Interphone/ bad headset cord)
(b) 4124 (iadio gun switeh/ loose comnsetion)
3, The following navigational aids were used suecessfully:

(a) Twenty-ome sireraft made use of Splsshers and Dunchers for
assexbly and homingy

(b) Four aircraft obtioined a total of fourteen "[¥'s from the
heme HF/OF stationy

{e¢) Ten aireraft made use of Station 7000,

L, Radio operstors expressed Aiffienlity im regeiving the prowmd
gtation through the ewxcessive static at 1300 hours, Tt has arain eome to
the attention of this officer that pileotz are carelsssly ealling other erew
members supposedly on interphone when the pllete are on VHP,

PYCHARD T, EKNOY
Captain, 1, €,
Commniest ione 6,
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(EQUALS GRITISH SECRET)
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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
APO 634

21 December 1943

SUBJECT: 8=2 Reportfied.
TO

-

Commending Officer, 95th Bembardment Group (H) APO 634,

1. @ A/C of 95th-A Group tock off from this base at 0850
hours tc sttack target at Bremen, Germany. And 7 A/C landed at
this base =t 1525 hours,

2. The briefed course was substantially followed to and
back from the target and 8 A/C attacked the tarfget at 1204
hours with reported good results. :

3. One A/C #31305 is missing and apparently was shot
down over the target area at about 1208 hours, two chutes were

obssrved, Z
4. Intense heavy and aoccurate A A fire was encountered E?

at Bremen, About 15-20 E/A were engaged during a 15 minute £z
period as the formation left the target. : z
@)

8+ P=47 and P-51 fighter escort was good, the P=51's &
especlally giving splendéd support over the target area and ~
during attacks by E/A. %
&

1

STANLEY R. WHRATOR,
lst Lt., Air Corps,
"Ass't, 8-2 Officer,

0(1; f—’l\ Q,N/\/ Kl[JquV
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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY PIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

21 December 1943

SUBJECT: 8-8 Report BB-B,

T0 1 Commending Officer, 96th Bomb. Group (H), APO 634,

1. 21 A/C of 95th~B Bombardment greup took off at 09085
20th December to bomb targets in Bremen, UGermany.

R. A/C $0173 returned at 1121 from 53°15'w 04930'R
because of engine trouble.

A/C #9943 had difficulty keeping up with formation and
dropped bombs on Oldenberg, Germsny., All others dreopped on
target with apparent good results,

3. Moderately aggressive E/A opposition was encountered
but P~47

and P-51 escort protected formation from more severes
attacks. 2 E/A were destroyed,

4. Briedfed route was flown and all A/C returned to base
at 1528,

STANLEY R. WHRATON,
lst Lt., Air Corps,
Ass't 8-2 Orricpr.
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2lst December, 1943.
34°
SUPPIEMENT TO IMMEDTATE INTERPRETATION REPART No, K. 1831

LOCALITY: BREMEN

FERICD UMDER REVIEW.

These photographs were taken after the attacks by aircraft of
U8, VIII B.C, on 13th, 26th and 29th November and 13th, 1l6th
and 20th December, 1943, with fighter escort.

The Immediate Report was issued on 21st December, 1943,

FROVISIONAL STATEMENT ON DAMAGE .

This sortie covers the larger part of Bremen, except the Industrie
Hafen ard parts to the N, of the town but much of the area photographed
is st111 smoke~covered; some mrints, however, show considerably more
damage than was visible on the previous sortie, Damage to the
industrial and shipping facilitics is seen to be extensive, A large
mumber of warehouses along tho Hafens I and ITI have been gutted or
damaged, The Gehr Niclsen G.m,b,H., (Rice and starch mills), Priority
3, 1s soen to be smoking and some of the buildings are seen to be
damaged by fire. A mediun size M/V lying at the gyayside adjoining
Atlas Werke A,G STEPHANIKIRCHEN WEIDE Shipbuilding yards is seen to 1
on fire and some damage is seen to builldings in the yards themselves
4 direct hit is seen near the western end of the Separations = werke
Weser Strom,

The Petroleun refinery and tlending plant of Mineralosl - Raffinerie
vorn Lugust Korff, to the west of the shipbullding yards mentioned
above, has also suffered some domage and fires are seen to be still
burning in this area,
Scattered incidents of business end residential damage are wilsible 1
the district of Doventors, chiefly to the N.W, of the Hofens I and J
and a large concentration of craters is located in a2 sparcely
populated area N,E, of the district of Osterholsz,

_ (8062)

C- QT 21rQ VUVN B[~ Ag
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This report is subject to correction and amplification from a nore
detailed assessment.

PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN BY U.S. 7 Ph, on 20 December, 1943,

®RIIE & A0/456
MEAN TIE OF PHOTOGRAPHY : 1350 hours
SCAIE 1/12,500 (approx),(F,L.36")

G¥ER AND QUALITY : Most of the town of BREMEN is covered on this
sortie but nost of the photographs are merred

by emoke and cloud, (Scale 1/12,500 approx.)

The last report on damage to BREMEN was the

LiST REPGT,
' Imnedinte Report XK,1831 issued on 2lst December 1943

MAPS USED., Pherus, D.T.H. and Grieben Stadt~-FPlan

J

Print distributed : 8063, Neg. No.33400.
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SURLLEMENE

TO JIVELS

couals V., S0l

VTR
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23,12.43,

SLLTION TEPORT Sh,697

LMGK O TLGHGH O 20,12,43,

(o) Léditiomal photogra-ha received and Jurther study of the
original photogrephs rovecl dotedls of the incidents in and
arourd the ATLAS TEHEE,

(b)

(c)

m,

sorks, Tnis smoke was scon on thoe carld

and inercascd as tho attack doweloped,

L11 ohobograph
of sncko in this arca from snokc genorot

S
or
es

gh.ovied o great deal
g ana Jires in the
t Ohobographs taken

Ho bomb bursts from Heli. can bg scen in or around the works,
It can Yo prosuned that incondlarics fell in this area carly
in tho atiack, starting thesc fires,

On tho attachoed plev the fires have been distinguished from

the snoke goncrators by eppropriato
uncebornined uge in the ATLAS WIERKE
clongside the quay at the

sizod MAV

syabols,
are on fire,
viorlits is also on fire,

Four buildings of
A nediune

Thr.o warchouses on the South side of HATUE I, and Northoast of

the South bank of the Toger ildwver,

The LTLAS Wil
Lrnotathed Peind

the works arc on firc as well as two uvnidentificd buildings on

and the surrounding arca is well ghown on
Ho I1I which wes distributced with the report,

ADDITTIONAL FAOTOGRAYHS LNCLIVED

ShV. 432740
S0V, 432/41
SV, A82/42
Q =~ 445/5

0= 22/401
0=~ 2/91
O = 445/7

0 - 20/401
0= 18/401
0 - 19/401

CIR SN

LAV L
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1208 hrs,
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1
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3]

1/46,300 (F.L,7"
1/48,000 (F.L,7¢

1/46, 300 g_F.L.'l"

. 1/43,000 (7L
iques (F.L
" F.L
" éF.L
" (F.L
n (w5
n (r.L
f (r.L
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Brlt:.sh SECRET equals U.S.SECRBT I.b
, 1% Jamm.zy, 19414-.,,‘ A

LOCALITY : BREMEN -

FERIOD UNDER REVIEW.,

These photographs were taken after the attacks by e.irora.ft of
‘UsSeVIII B.C. on 13, 26th and 29th Novembor end 13, 16th and 20th -~
Degember, 1943, with fighter escort, The first supplement-and the
immediate Inberpretation Repcxct No.K.1831 PR 153 o5 1ssued on 216(7
December, 1943, = = = i

PROVISIONAL STATEMENT ON DAMAGE, .

-

This sortie covers thé North Bast portion of the town not covered
on the previous sortiee In addition it covers the North West portion
of the town, and gives good ocover of thc Doutsche Schiff u Machinenbau .
AGe Priority 1 + shipbuilding yards,and the Focke=Wolf Flugzeugbau
"Gemebehs Priority 1 + aircraft factory and airficlde

No new damage is seen at the Focke-Wulf plant,
' One possible point of damage to a bullding in the Deutsohe
shipbullding yards is seon, but as the buildiugs are covered with

snow in the process of melting, it is not possible to say with w >
certainty that this is damages . 5
No further instences of important demege arc revealed by this [@ s
additional covers , z <
<

~ThIs Foport 15 subJoot o sorrection and mnpliﬁcatien ?From T 5 é
. dotailled assessment. N
PHOTOGRAPHS -TAKEN BY: 541- Squadron on 31st December, 1943.' R Q‘h Qé\
SORTIE: E/912 !90 G

| ME.N TIME OF FPHOTOGRAPHY: 1200 4 hours.
SCALE: 1/11,700 (F.L.36") A

COVER AND QUALITY: The town and docks are covercd on phutographs of
fair quality end good scdleé (1/11,600), with the excoptz.on of %
A strip along the North easte

- L4ST REPORT: The last report on damage to Bremen was the supplement
to Immediste Interpveta.tion Report NosXs 1831 issued 21st
December, 19434 '
/MAP USEDesees
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. 21 Dece. r 1943

IMMEDIATE INTERPRETATION REPORT No, K,183], )‘D
_ | LOGALITY: BREMEN *
FERIOD gmgg REVIEW : .
. These photpgrarhs were taken after the attacks by A/C of U.S,
8th B.C. on 13 4nd 29 November and 13, 16 and 20 Decerber 1943,

PROVISIONAL STATEMENT ON QAMAGE

These photographs were token less than an hour after on attack
by a/c of U.S. 8th B.C,

Smoke from the operating smoke screen commingles with that
fron burning buildings, This together with clouds and cloud shad-
ows makes it impossible to interpret this sortie with any complete~
ness,

 Damage can however bo seen at the cast end of HOLZ u
FABRIKENHAFEN and FREI HAFEN whore several large buildings are

) British SUCREY ecials U, SEGT
. Sr"

~gutted, Othor damapge is scattored throughout the visible parts of

the town, (4026) end to tho north o vory large concentration of
ceraters can be scen in the NIEDERBLOCKIAND dzstrict these may not
bo very recent. (4063)

This report is subject to corroction and amplificatioﬁ
from a morc dotailed assessmont,

FHOTCGRAFHS TAKEN BY: 541 Squadron nn 20 Doc. 1943.
SORTIE ¢  E/795 . o '
‘MEAN TIME OF PHOTOGRAPHY 3 1240 hrs.

SCLIE  : 1/22,600 approx, (F.L.20")

T s

onswpguumy

Most -of tho tnwn is covorod by photographs of poor qucllty
marred by smoke and cloud (seale 1/22,600 opprox.)

C- @FT 2red vuvN B[S Ag
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LAST REPGRT on darego to BREMEN wos K.1783 of 218t Octobor 1943,

- No print distributed.
T1lustration used ¢ D.T.M.
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\.L T Y\1TE‘{R~PRE’I‘AT ON REPCRT NJ, S.A.6

"jr«/’ R 22,1243

, ‘ ATTACK ON gmmn on 20,12.43.
(i) INFOR /IATION RECEIVE.D ON THE ATTACK

: - (a) This report is based .on photographs tﬂken during a dayllght

Egit;s h SECRET eguals .S, SECRET

pe

attack

by 464 sircraft of U.S. VIII Bomber Command between 1145 and 1210

hO‘D.I‘S on 20 12q43o ' ) \

(b) 1954 x 500.1b. G P., 121'79 x 100 1b. I.B. bombs were dropred.

(c¢) Full fighter escort was provided..
(d) The aircraft approached the target ﬂf,‘gom the Southwest.,
(1i) BOMB BURSTS ON AMND NEAR THE TARGET

(a) The bombs seen in this attack have fallen in five genen.l groups ’
three of them in the clty of BREIEX itself, one in the outskirts to
the Sou'bhwcst and one in the vicinity of DE JENHORST Airfield, &%

nilss approxlmately Southwest of BREIEN. There are direct hi‘ts on

industrinl, residential and public buildings, Iarge clouds of

smoke from many fires aré in evidence near the centre of the city..

railroad track loading to Hafen 1.

{b) A coricentration of approximately 50 bursts. is on the residential

district North of Hefen 1. These bombs have also started fires

whose smoke, with that of the smoke screon, obscurc the Haupt Gliter

railroad stotion and the residential district to the North,
Numerous bombs can be seen falling tom:d this distriet, ‘ou't their
bursts cennot be observed,

(iv) BOMB BURSTS IN THE VORSTADT DISTRICT ;% |

(a) This district is approximetely 14 miles East of the centre of the
city. A group of approximately 54 bursts extends from the St,
Jirgen Strasse side of the General Hospital and Asylum about 700
yards Northeast across the H.if NOVER/CSLLBLUC Railroad trecks into

rosidential scetion, Therc are at least 16 bursts in tho Hospital

arca with hits on the boiler house¢ and 2 other buildings. One
burst is next to the Southwest corner of the District Post Office.

. COOS#L QNN founy

o

<l

Four hits can be seen on the railrond right of way and 4 more within

50 ynrds., The remaining bursts are in residentinl areas.

. (b) Incendiarics that foll in this aren loter in the attack caused a

number of fires in dwelling houses ~nd somc fcll on certain of the
buildings used by Micterberg & Krictc, Timber Merchants,

(v) BOMB BU’(STS IN THE HASTEDT DISTRICT

( ) A total of ot least 104 H.E. bursts and mmerous incendiaries are

observed in and near HASTEDT and SERAIDSBRUCKE, industrial districts
apmroximately 4 miles from the centre of BRLM;.N There arc direct

hits on two important industrial targets. . The distribution of
/thesc bursts

liumerous bombs could bc seen falling in this direction, but thef———
bursts could not be observed, Details of the bursts seen in t| &
:E‘lve gencral groups are doscrlbod below, &
(1ii)- BOMB BURSTS ON AND NEAR THE CENTRE OF BREVEN (BOMB PLOT NO. III) §
»,; .

( ) A group of at least 30 bursts is sccn in the old residential an ¥
warchouse section of BREMEN at the centre of the city. The clj ©
built wooden buildings in this area are highly inflammable and | Y
have started., ~ North of thie district, other bursts from G.P. { &
incendiaries can be secn in a section.of the city containing re ¢
idences and small businesses, One hit, possibly two, are on t



ok,

v (vi) BOl"{B BURSTS ON ‘,'\TD NEAR BREUEN/I\IEUUA\IDFRFEID AIR.FIEID :

((vii)

these bursﬁS'ié dtéé?ibéd beiow;"f”

(b) There aro & ‘direct Hits on two n;Jor buildings - of the A.F V and M.T,
WORKS of KARL F.W. BGRGWARD ("A" on Bomb Plot No. 1,) another hit in a
stores yard, and 2 additionsl bursts in the v1cln1ty of the plant,

(e) Dlrcct hits are scen on 2 large bulldﬂngs of thc FOCKE-WUIF FLUGZEUGBAU
. ("B" on Bomb Plot No. 1. TN :

(a) Two H.E. bursts and o nunbor of incenmdiarics are obswved on an
unidentified industrial plant 1/3 mile Bast of the FOCKE-WUIF factory.
& large fire wos stertod.

(e) At least 36 .cdditiomal H.E, bursts and o smell numbor of incendiarics are

scattercd throvgh builtwup arcas in HASTEDT, including several bursts
in and onthe side of the HEMELINGER Hu“EN and hits on rosidontlal type

buildi 1ngs .

(f).Thcre is o group of nore than 25 bursts in the SEBAIDSBRUCKE district.

Two bursts are noted right next to the Rallway Workshops and at least
5 bursts arc’in the rxllWQy yards,

3

(g) There are 3 H.E. bursts anong residential bulelngs 1/2 nile Northcast,

of thoe KLRL F.W. BCRGWLED Works and 3 nddltional bursts in adjacerptem— 0oL

fields,

(1) At loost 7 F.D. bursts arc observed in opon f:‘.elds‘ir:unodiato]y Moz
of HASTEDT suburb, -

(1) There orc at least 19 H.L. bupsts « o 5. lcrge nunber of 1ncendia,rj
the WESER River and the marshes bordering. it extendlng about one
Southeast from the edge of HASTEDT,
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( ) Bight bombs fell near the centre of the lmndlng area of BRIMEN/ I
NMEULANDERFELD A/F with one hit on a rummy. : .

(v) Approximetely 8 bursts are seen across the railwa ay 1eading North from
the airfield., o

(c) At least 70 bursts are scattcred over the drec immediately West and
‘North of the airfield in open spaces.

(a) A factory structure in an 1ndustrlwl SthLOn North of the airfield has
received a direct hit, , g

BOMB BURSTS NEAR DELMENHORST AIRFIEID

(a) There are more than 70 busts in flOldS 1 4&mlles Northwest of
DELMEIHORST A/F.

" (b) At least 50 bursts ere seen in ficlds 1} milos North of the airficld.

(viii)

OTHER BURSTS OBSERVED

(2) Approximately 30 bursts are noted 1% miles North of CSTERHOLZ and 7
niles East of BREMEN, , :

5(b) More than 30 bursts oxtend for 2 miles Southwest of IAHAUSEN, which is

8 miles South of BREMBN.

(¢) Other scattered bursts are soen in opcn spaces generally in the area
~, .South of BREMEN, .

/(1x)
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Page 3
(ix) ACTIVITY AT THE TDE OF THE LTTALCK

. Smoke from fircs-and the smokc sdrecn preclude any statement
coneerning activity in tho port of BRE‘?EN or any of the Marshalling
Yards in the city, -

Onc small ajrcr. £t is v151blc on DELIHJNHO}‘.SJ. Alrflold 8—- nil_es’f :
S.W. of the epntye. of the city.-v

No “1I‘cro.ft erc visible oniBRE tBN/,l@UL[ IDQ,?FEI.D Alrfleld
Bomb craters on the northern end of the o irfleld fron a previous
at’cack rens in unfilled,

(x) SMOKE ‘SCRELN
All ')f the prev1ously knovm snoke ejectors around BREIEN can be
seen in action, ' Certain additional ojectors are in evidence Southeast
and South of the crby. The.ejectors at VEGESACK and DEI,MENHCRST are -
~ also 1n action. ' S o PR
(xi) uNNGI‘ATED PhINTS
ANNO‘I‘uTED PRINT. 0. I (SnV 963/96 - 58)

A. At least-ll,, H.E. burstg on end. nesr }Iz’ST?DT industrial'subm‘b”—-——

residentisl area South of thc River Weser in the Stad

!

w >
<

B. Part of a concentration of . 1ncbnd1ﬂ.rles th,st fell Southeast q E %
'HLSTEDT. , , - S &
. ) > - t
LNNOTLTED PRIN‘I‘ NO. II (SLV 385/95 - 82) g § E
W o~ C. L group of bursts in o residential area covering the North en & | ;
$ue W ~ of the General Hospital and Asylum and the EAN. IOVER/CSN[ BRUCH [V X i
: _ Tailroad rights of way. 18 ‘@ ‘

W A group of not more than 30 bursts in a Sparsely so’ctled . b)
p»lﬁ t Werscf;—www——

E. Smoke marker bom
F. Parachute mrkor bombs.

ANNOTATED PRINT NO. III (S4V 9513/2&-2)
e;'t.,.: . EAEN :

" 'Shows bombs falling toward the centre of the crby on the trall of
a smoko marker bomb,

Snoke from the smoka scrcen and n nmumber of fires can be seen.

ANNOI‘ATED PRINT NO., IV (0 44/99-10)

in obllque view showing the rrw,)or pert of the c1ty wwth ‘snoke from
fires and the smoke screen,

BREMEN/NEULANDERFELD Airfield can be secn in the foreground with
bomb craters near the contre of the landing ground.

(xii) BOMB PLOT AND FRINTS

Three bomb plots, Nos. I, II & III have been preparcd and with
Ann.otated Prints Nos. I, II, III & IV will be generally distributed

with this report,

/(xiii)
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(xiii) PHOTOGRAPHS RECEIVED e L e g e e B
. B ‘ © MBAN, L MBANG

SORTIES DATE TIME " ALTITUDE - QUALITY
SAV 2+);,./97 . 20 12.45 Tlme unlcnovm 1/37,000 7w - 22000 B

 SAV. 9;/1A4,1A5 L7 o e 10,7 7 L/46,000 . c6M, T, 8" 27000 A
SAV 92/86 n 15 - /54,000 6" - 27000 c
SAV 93/3k4 thru 38 Coemo 012360 o LALL,000 7 26000 B

. SAV 94/190 thru.1%92 . - 1205 . l,0007 7 24300 B
SAV 954/203 - 1210 340,000 7 23000 B
SAV 9513/198 200,201 " v o 1205 - 1l/4,0000 7t 24000 B
SAV 964/96,97% ... .. " o 1205 141,000 7 24000 c
SAV 100, 114,115 " 1145 /3,000 7" 25000 B
SAV 503 243 2hly, 22)4.46 "o 12 l/LiJ—H 000 7"' ' 26000 B
SAV 305/243 thru 246 " 1L -1/18,000 7v,8n 28000 B
SAV 351/130 thru 134 - " - 1204 1/1+3,000 7"58" 254,00 B
SAV. 379/ 9% " Tlme unimown - 1/50,800 63" . 27000 B
84V 381/112 thru 115 "H- 1149 1/1,8,000 - 2"57"‘.:'28000‘ B
shv 384/121 : " 12 1/50,800 - .63".. 27000 B
SAV 388/100 " 49 . 1/49,000 7w 29000 B
S&V 389/L4 " Time unknown 1/L0,000 @ 7" 23000 B
SAV 3904/94,96,98,100 " - 1200 /41,000 - 7" - 24000 C
SLV 390B/95,96,99 " 1157 1/37,000 A 22000 B
SAV 392/L8,49,52 " - 1210 1/1,0,000 A 23000 A
SAV k01/13, 14,15, o 120L. 1/146,000  6§",7" 27000 A
0=26=93 : =% Time unknown Oblique 6t 27000 A
0-27-3 ST e a & e 3
0_28..93 _ R " R " n 6.51' T 24500 B
0-32-}885 . ‘ at : " - n . 61 25000 B .
0~39-389 " _ " " . 6.;;4' ‘ 23&0 _ B
O-—L;.O~389 e " N _6@1 .23 O B.
O=44=95 thru 100 : f R L 6%""7" 22700 B
050392 - . " 1210 meo . .23000 B
0-51-392  +. - " o w “6g" . 23000 c

- 0-59-389 oo Time unknown "o 63n 23000 B

# The f.‘ollow:n.ng sorh.es are I, L.l?_"

SAV 385/95  (1/23000 SLV 9613/96 51/23ooog
SLV 38L4/122  (1/27000 SAV 353/2L4 1/25600
- SAV 92/86 1/27100 B
| | /DISTRIBU?ION NO.1L.
SECRET - B 151
R.A‘Fl STATIQW, : Voot "I %%
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159th Operation - 20th December, 1943
' Mission No., 1 ~ Bremen
Mission No, 2 = Bremen
Mission No, 3 ~ Bremen

Ten combat Wings of B=17s and B-Zlm ‘bombed Bremen in the third hea.vy
attack in cight days on this target by VIII Bomber Commend. Approximatoly
3000 tons of bombs have becn &ropped on this city, Germany's greatest port
- aftor Hamburg, in slightly more than a week, Presont roports, although -
incomplote, indicate that demage extends. through the harbor area, inner town,
and outlying rosidential districts. ‘

Enomy air opposition to the first formationa ovar the target, those of
lat Bomb. D:.vision, was strong, but diminishcd against 3rd and an Divisions,
which followed in that ordar. Anti-airoraft fire over Bremen was intense end
acourate. Tho bombers were escortod over enomy territory by P-47s, P-38s and
P-51s with R.AJF. Spitfircs assisting on tho roturn routc. Twenty-seven
bombers are missing. Our cla:uns are 21-1&.-23. ~ :

Unit Numbor of ééo
T8¥ BoMB DIV. (Participatod Attackod Pailed Eat) claims (
TISSTON WO, 1 To Bombs
(4 Combat Wings AT B. | §
91 27 2 3 0 0 Q=0=0 1 1
92 19. 6 3 0 1i 0«01 1 0
303 20, 18 2 0 3 2=2-3 0 7 2
305 o2 18 37 1 2 1=2-0 0 3 2
T. 306 180 7 16 1 1 1 Oe0 1 -0
- 351 3 26 7. 0 0 0=.1-0° O 1 2
379 ‘ 17 0 1. 0 1 0=0=1 3 4 11
38 28 28 0 0 L4  3-0- 1 1 .40
io& 22 20 2 0 1 O=0=0 O 1 10
401 : 19 L 0 0 0=0=0 O 1 0
| | 52% T%EG 2B &FEF T D =3
3RD BOMB DIV. | . T |
MISSION NO. 2 ,
Combat Wi
% 19 ¥ 2 L 0 000 O . 0 0
95 - 27 26 1 0 1 3«15 0 3, 10
96 \ 31 18 3 10 2 0-0-1 0 0 20
100 2 21 1 ' 0 0 Q0«0 - 0. 0 0
385 , 18 5.3 0 0 @10 0 . 0 0
2 3 E2ldismolooz
0 0=0=0 1
: % I T 7 5B © 3 %

)
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Unit ' Mmﬂ)er of A Pewsom»e;1 Onsualties
24D BOMB DIV, (Partic:.pated Att&u;.ed Failed Lost) G]nims (ki “i’lea Woundod Missing)
MisCToN 0, 3 To_Bomb

G f‘OIﬁbJu W:Lngs) ... ATTB. e

bl 28 19 9 0 1  0O-1-1 0 o 10
93 27 23 2 2 2 1-0-0 1 0 18
389 2 18 6 0 1 000 O 2 11
392 22 21 - 1 0 1 0-0-0 -1 3 11
445 25 22' 22 1 1 0-0-1 0 2 11
L6 1 0 O 1 1 000 - 0 O 10

L 1 103 20 L 7 T zZ 7 7

PATHFRNORRS . S |

82 12 12 0 6 0 100 0 2 0
TOTALS | %6 w12 57 17 27 21-l23 9 '_ o 270

"+ Pailed to Bomb = A Mechanicel and quun.pmen‘h Fgllures.. )

‘ , ‘B = Other thon Mechanical and Equipment Feilures (imludesﬁ
o ‘ weather, enemy action, re;ca.d., ei;c)0

- BOMBING RESULTS: Using visual ‘bombing methods, supplemnted by PFRF equipment >
- 37:5 B=l7s and 100 B~-24s dropped 1954 x 500 G.P, fused 1/10 sec. mose and 1/40
sec, tail and 12,221 x 100 I.B. on Briemen. The attack was carr:x.ed out at al-
titudes: of 22,500 - 28,700 feet between 1142 a.nd 121, hours, : o

Strike photog‘&phs :Lnd:.oate good results, with many dlrect ‘m‘bs on: mdustr:.al
public and residential buildings. Lorge clouds of smoke from the center of the
_ city Wea:e visible after the attack. . ' . -

4 Bomb bursts were concentrated on five general areas of Bremene—the closely
built-up, highly inflormable immer city received concentrations of G,P, and I.Bs
hits, and was burning irmediotely after the attock, In the Vorstadt district,
one and one-~half nmiles east of the center of Bremen, there were hits on the
Hanover-Osnobruck railroad, residentiel districts, and timber storage yords., In
. the Hastedt and Sebaldsbrucke industrial districts, four miles from the center
' of Bremen, there were hits on a plant momufacturing ormy vehicles, and on the
Focke-Wulf dircraft plont. At Atles shipyard, a prineipal novel repair and con-
struction yord, mony workshops and installations were hit cnd afire at the end
of the attackes Other bursts were obserVed on end near. Neulanc’ierfela and -

, Delmenhorst airfields.
1.

Five B-17s a.nd o B~21ps dropped 48 x 500 G,P, mnd 116 x 100 LB. on un-
idcntified torgets of opportumty in Gemany No results were observed.

REASONS FOR FATLURE TO BOMB: 7% a/o foiled to bamb ~ 57 due to mechonical or
equipment failure, 4 to persomnel failure, 8 to weather, 1 to damoge mfl:.cted
by egnemy end 2;. which we,re lost before reaching the target. - ,
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ENCOUNTERS: Epery fighter opposition was genéra?ﬂy nediocre with e/a seen voxy-
ing from 15 to 125, Strongest attacks were encountered by the lst Division
which attacked first., Attacks began near the torget, Just past the I.P., and
continued to the vieinity of the eneny coast, The riost vicious albacks +ook
place on the borb run and in the target aren., Some grouvps reporting thas e/n
continued their attacks right through the heavy flak cver the targed, one Fir<190
 being destroyed by so doing, Attacks were mosily individunl ones nods from 12
o'clock, 6 ofclock and from the rear. In some instances e/a athacked in groups
of 3 to 5 in line astern, and "Merry-go-round" toctics were agoin observed,
E/M seen were FWi=190s, Me=109s, Me-110s, Me=210s; Me~)l0s, JU-88s and 2 DO~217s.
Rockets were reported being fired by both single-engine and twineencine e/n. :

< . .
- C/SUALTIES: Personnel - 9 crew members were killed - 8 seriously wounded, 33
slightly wounded and 270 are missing. o
.  BEquiprent - 27 a/c are nissing, 3 due to flok, 4 to e/a and 20 for
reasons unknown. ’ ‘ l y
: Estimated Battle Domcge = 85 Category "A', 46 Category "AC", 5
Cotegory "B" and 2 Catepory "EY, ‘ ' ‘

- ANTI-ATRCRART PIRE: At the target, AL fire was intense and acourate of cone

tinuously pointed and barrage type. Red bursts, followed by & white burst above,

were reported over the target and immediately afterwards, fighters attocked. The
volume of fire was greater on this mission thon when Bremen defenses were firing
at unseen target. Ground firing rockets were ogain reported seen. Meager to
moderate inaccurate AL fire was encountered at scdattered points nlong the route.

FIGHTER ESCORT: Penetration, torget and withdrawal support was provided by 9
groups of P-L{ss 1 group of P-38s and 1 group of P=5ls with two Spitfire squad=
ronsg assisting on withdrawal, Enemy attacks against our escort were generelly
aggressive, so much so, that, in several instances, P=l.7s were forced to fly
through bomber formations to evade these attacks. | Sgvernl DO-217s escorted

by Me~109s were seen but they did not approoch aggressively. Cloims are 19-3-6,
Two P=478 and 3 P-b5ls are nissing. :

ROUTE: Bases to 52050'N = C1O20'E to 52058¢N = OLOLS'E 5 53005'N = O05050'E
Fo B3000!N = 06056'E to 52058'N =~ 08P00'E (I,P.) to target to 53020'N = 08050'E
to 53018'N = Q8C00'E to 53940°N = O7°00'E to 5LOLO'N = O5028'E to Cromer to
Bases, _ /

OBSERVATIONS: Srooke soreens were in operation at Brdnen, Vegesack, Oldenburg and
Wilhelmshaven. At target, smoke screen was ineffective due to wind, Flak ships
and smoke boats secn in W7ilhelmshaven Boy, '

WEATHER: Route Out = 3/10 to 5/10 altooumulus at 15,000 to 18,000 feet over
England ond North Seq, becoming nil at Dutch Coast. 3/10 to 5/10 cumulus, base
3000 feet, tops 7000 feet at 03°E, increasing o 5/10 to 7/10 necr Const,

Tarpet: 2/10 t03/10 cumlus, base 3000 feet, tops 7000 feet, 2/10 to 3/10 alto=
cumulus, base 15,000 feet, tops 18,000 feet amd 1/10 cirrus at 26,000 feet.
Visibility 10+ miles. Reburn Route: Same as route out except altocumulus in-
creasing to 4/10 to 7/10 over Englande.
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