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HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations Officer

APO 834,
12 December 1943,

SUBJECT:s 8-3 Narrative Report on 95A Group, Operational Mission,
11 December 1943,

T0 + Commanding Officer, Ninety Pifth Bombardment Group (H), APO 634.

l. The 95A Group formation took off at 0823-0840 hours with four
airoraft teking off late at 0901-0942, due to change of ships, The 95A
Group leader took off fortyeone minutes late due to a last minute change
of planes. The Group leader flew an interception arriving at Splasher #7
at control time, 0929, at control altitude of 10,000 feet. At that time
96B Group formetion was in position behind the 13A Combat Wing. The 95A
Group Assembly under the deputy leader had been able tc assemble only
three aireraft which were picked up by the Group leader with another 8hipe
From Splasher #6 to Splasher #5 ancther plane was picked up by the 95A
Groupe In order to form 9BA it was necessary to have the high squadron
of 96B join 95A. These could be spared at the time because 95B appeared
to be augmented by stray aireraft. This disposition of airoraft was main-
tained to and through the target.

2. Radio contact on VAP channel A and channel B was attempted with
the 388th Group, which was to form %he high Group of the 13B Combat Wing,
but contact was never established.,

8¢ The form:tion crossed the Engligh coast at 1008, The olimb to
bombing altitude was begun at 1030 at 53_ 08'N-01 68'E. During the climb
the formetion strung out slightly. At 1707 bombing altitude was reached
at which time the Group formation tightened and closer formation with
13A Combat Wing, the Combat ¥ing ahead, was flown,

4. This formatign flew the ordered course crossing the enemy coast
at 1216 at 53 42'N-07 36'E, From landfall to I.P., everything was normel,
When the 9BA Group turned at the I.P, the B-24's turned inside the Group

and headed on a collision course for the target. The 95A Group formation
sifted through the B-24 formation causing considerable interference on

our bombing run,

B+ After bombing, the rally was effected as planned and the 95A
Group formation and 13B Combat Wing formation was good,

6+ The OBA Group cwossed the enemy coast at 1242, starting their
descent at that time., At 1321 the formation crossed the English coast,
From 1341 to 1418 the 96A Group formation landed.
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7o Twenty-one aircraft attempted rendezvous at 10,000 feet at
Splasher #6 as shown in diagrem A, One aircraft, Wo., 42-31205, turned
back over England, due to a runaway prop. Two aircraft, number 42-3529
and 42-30173, turned back before reaching the Pnglish coast. Pour
aireraft, numbers 42-31251, 42-30674, 42-0233, and 42-39384, turned
back after leaving the English coast as they could not find the formae
tion, Of all seven ships returning to base early there were no sorties
and none went to target,

®. On meXxing Yandfal) on Yhe enemy coast, alrcraft number 42-30182
dropped out of the formation and joined the 390th Group. Twelve aircraft
of the 95A Group formation bombed the primary target. Formstion over
target is shown in diagram B,

10, Number 42-30182 was last seen after passing the I.P. with #8
engine burning vigorously after the first fighter attack. This ship
was flying with the 390th Group at that time. No reports,after leaving
formetion on fire, were received. This aireraft is considered lost to
fighters as t here was no A.A, fire at the time,

HARRY G. MUMFORD,
Major, Air Corps,
Opsrations 0fficer,
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12 December 1943,

SUBJECT: 8-3 Narrative Report on 96B Group, Operational Mission,
11 Dedember 1943,

TO s+ Commanding Officer, Ninety Fifth Bombardment Group (H), APO 634,

l, The 9B6B Group formation took off at 0806-0836 hours. By 0848
the 96B Group formation asiembled at 11,600 feet in a good group formation,
All control times were made without difficulty but neither of the other
two Groups in the Combat Wing formation appeared along the assembly line.
At the Air Task Force assembly the 95B Group atteched itself to the 13A
Combat Wing to form the high-high group of that Combat Wing,.

2. The olimb to altitude was begun at 1024 at 55 07*N-02 18'8,
3 olimbing at 500 feet per minute at 150 miles per hour.,” During the olimb
f the 95B Group .ttayud in good defensive formaetion reaching bombing altitude
at 1108 at 63 39'N-03VB1'E, After the Group leveledoff from the olimb
oven tighter Pormation was achieved. The 95B Group orossed the kglilh
coast at 1010 and made landfall on the enemy coast at 1218 at 5342'N-07Y368
at 26,000 feet.

)

I
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[ 8. Before reaching the enemy coast the high squadron of 95B was
sent to fly the high squadron of 95A as the 9B6A Group leader requested

i this assistance. Upon reaching the Initial Point, the 956B Group uncovered
the Groups under it and then started on the bombing run., However, two

l other Groups approximately 2,000 feet below had come diroctly under them,

[ so the 95B Group uncovered theme Groups on the bombing run, leaving the

: 96B Group with a very short run on to the target. The 95B Group was over .
the target at 1224 at 26,500 feet. The rally was effected at the Rally

i Point with little difficulty and close support was flown with the other
Groups, Because of the time it took to uncover the two other Groups on

E the bombing run, distance from the 13A Combat Wing was lost and never

‘ was able to be regained. The supporting formation flown on the retreat

t was with the two Groups that were uncovered. At no tine over enemy
territory, except on the bombing run, was the 958 Group formation flying

alone without the support of other Groups.

i
:
i 4. The enemy coast was corossed at 1245 on the ordsred course of
withdrawal, Descent was started at 1248 and the English coast orossed
p ‘t 18180 25 :
8. The 95B Group formation landed at 1358-1420 hours at the home

base with the exception of aireraft #42-37879, which landed at Atterbridge
to refuel. This aircraft landed at the home base at 1454 hours.
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6, Twenty-two aircraft, including one spare, attempted rendezwvous
successfully over the overcast at 11,500 feet at Splasher #6 as shown in
diagram "A". One eireraft, number 42-30353, turned back over the North

Sea at 1066 at 19,000 feet, due to an oil line breaking on #2 engine
and & runaway supercharger. Bombs were salvoed in the water. This ship

had no sortie,

7¢ Twenty-one ships of the 95B Group bombed the target ss showm in
diagram "B", The high squadron at that time was flying with the 95A Group

formetion,

8, Number 42-30218 was lost, but no information is available,

HARRY G, MUMFORD,
Major, Alr Corps,
Operations Officer,
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336 BOMBARTMLENT BQUADRON (H)
OFFICE COF THE ENGINEERING OFFICER
AAF 119

11 December 1943

SUBJECT : Failures of airplanes to complete mission.

TO : Group Operatioms.

1. Airplene j#42-31206-~ pilot Lt. Hearn--resson, #l propeller runawsy--
ground check, propeller goveragr removed and found okey. Engine run-up and checked
okay.

2. Airplsne #42-3529--pilot Lt. Hubbs--resson, failed to find formation.

3. Airplsne #42-39884--pilot Lt. Brownlow--ressoa, failad to find
formantien.

4., Airplene #42-30674--pilet Lt. McCallister--#8eson, failed to fiad
formstion.

L%zzga/ bt

TRED %TEST,
Ceptain, A.C.,
Enginsering Officer.
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NINSTY PIPTH BOUBARDNSNT Groupr (d)
Office of the Engiuneering Officer

APOC 834,
11 Jecamber 1843,

SUBJICT: Base Saglnsering Report on Combat dission 1l Deceamber 1943.

T0 : Commanding Genoral, 3D Sombardment Division (H), APO 634.
Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardsent Group (H). Attn: Lt. Col.
e KHIGHT, Bese Operations.

1., The following imformation is submitted concerning combat mission
of the 95th Rombardment Group (H) on 1l Decexmber 1943,
a, Forty-three (43) B-17¥ mirplanes took-off,
b, Thirty-three (33) B-17F airplanes returned to base after completion
T of mission.
6. 42-30182 and 42-30218 did not return %o base.

2., There were eight (8) sbortive airplanes.
a, 43-303583 - {2 engine feathered. Fngine to be changed,

P. 42-31251 - Late take-off, could not catch formation.
C. 42-30874 - Late take-off, could not catch formation,
d. 42-3529 - Late take-off, could not catch formation,
8, 42-31206 - iunaway prop #1 engine.
T, 42-39884 - Lete take~off, could not catoch formation.
Te 42-30173 - Could not locate formation,

42-302233 - Late take~-off, could not catch formation.

3. All aircraft took-off as per schedule.

4. Battle damage is as follows:
a, 42-31244 ~ Plexi-glass nose damaged.
D. 42-39524 - Plexi-gless nose damaged.
C. 42-31320 - Sheet metal dam ge.

GARFIELD R, BENSEN,
#gior, Air Corps,
BSase Engr. Officer.
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