HEADQUARTERS
RINETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Operations 0fficer

APO 834,
1 Da.conbﬁr 19‘43.

SUBJECT: 8S-3 Narrative Roport of Operational Misaion 30 November 1543,
70 + Commanding Officer, 96th Bombardment Group (H),APO 634,

: 1. The 955th Bomb Group wes alerted for this Mission 1943, 29 Nov-
ember 1943, Bomdb loading to be 8 x 8500 1lb., G.P. and 20 M-47-Al Inocendaries,
The 13th Combat Wing was to form the last Combat Wing of the 3rd Bomb
Division, The 95th Group was to lead the 13th Combat Wing at 25,000 feot,
One P.F.F. was furnished thias Group and was to fly as lead aircraft. The
85th Greup to furnish three (3) aircraft to fly as spares for 94th "A" Group.

2. Twenty-one (21) aircoraft departed this field at 0810 to form the
95th Croup. Group assembly was made at 11,000 feet over Buncher # 8.
Group climbed then to 25,000 feet and rendezvoued with 380th and 100th
Groups at Buncher # 8 on time. The 13th Combat #ing fell into propar Air
Division formation at Splasher # 7 and proceded to Lowestoft. All Combat
Wings sppearsd to take up a course to the right of Lowestoft so the 1l3th
Combat Wing followed until the course took us out cver the channel pre-
maturely. A corrected course was then flown to Lowestoft. The 13th Combat
Wing left Lowestoft one (1) minute late. When approximately twenty (20)
miles ocut over the chaunnel all Combat Wings ahead of the 13th Combat Wing
turned around an. headed baok to England. No recall had been broadcast so
the 13th proceded on course. Contact was made with Franklin Red Group
flying parallel to course and they asked to join the 13th Comtat Wing which
was granted. Tail winds were not as briefed ani fighter rendezvous was
antioipated to be five (5) minuted late. Fighter Ground Net wes advised
of this and message acknowledged.

3« Briefed course was held into target and bombs were dropped twelve
(12) minuted late. P.F.F. squipment functioned properly snd bombs were
dropped on P,.F.F, equipment. Good results wers antioipated. A olimb to
27,000 feet by 96th Group was necessitated to clear the low Group out of a
cirro-stratus cloud layer. Bombing altitude for 86th Group was 27,000 feet.

4, Briefed course was held returnin; from the target although a
olimb to 28,000 feet was necessitated to keep the lower Group out of the
clouds. .

5+ Deascent was staerted after leaving enemy coast and Groups were
advised to break Combat Wing formetion when approximately twmmty (20)
miles from English Coast so thet each Group could plan its descent through
the undercast,
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8. Three (3) airoraft departed this field at 0831 to form spares for
f4th "A" Group. Rendezvous was made with the 94th "A" Group over Bury 3t.
Bdmunds. Thess aircora’t returned with the 94th "A" Group when that Group
abandonod the Mission.

7. Ship # 0634 piloted by Capt. Miller returned this base at 0936
heving aborted from the formation while over England dus to # 4 engine
cutting out. Ship # 1067 piloted by Lt. Stern returned to this rield at
0838 baving aborted from the formation while over England when the ball
turret became inoperative., Ship §# 35456 piloted by Lt. Brink returned to this
field, having aborted from the formstion while over England due to complete
loas of oil pressure on # 2 engine,

8. Ship # 3317 piloted by Lt. Hensler is assumed missing in action.
Ship # 3317 last seen leaving the formation under aontrol fifteen (15)
mimited befure the target.

9. 8hip # 3465 piloted by Lt. Conley landed at Friston having aborted
from the formation after dropping bombs. Ship # 3465 sustained flak
damage and heavy fighter attack after leaving the formation,

10, Pighter rendezvous was late but good and fighter support was
excellent.

- w

11, Flak was moderate in target ares but inaccurate. E;
g
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HARRY G. MOUOMFORD, )

Major, Air Corps, k

Operations Officer. oo
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HEADQUARTERS
WINETY FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROYP ()

DATE 30 Nov 1943
TARGET
13th C.™, 95thGROUP POSITION  Lead GP LSADER Major Mumford
' BTD

TAXI TIME 1st A/C 0755 T.0. 1st 4/C 0810  BASE 0830 ETR 1403

SQUADRON 334th NO. OF A/C 5 C.ALL SICNS: W/T PpC Y

2 3545 7766 9943 1057 0342

0.
C .+ i A tP K t G Bt 1 : : g :

AT.00 1 / 10827 :0822 :0826 :0842:0902 * : : : : : :
A.TWRy ¢/ :1114:1428:1434 10939 21431 " : : : : : :

SQUADRON 335 NO. OF &/C 4 CALL SIGNS: W/T__ s x ¢

7756 1063 0218 3263

ASG :Q T W :V : s : : : s s 1 :
1.T.0. :0824:0824:0823:0826: : : : : : : : : :
AJT.R. :1434:1356:1435:1436: : : : : : Ss H : : -

o <

&

SQUTADRON 336 0. OF A./C 9 CALL SIGNS: W/T WG Ul 32>
PEF §

0244 3400 0226 _3462 3529 7734 3153 970 0874 o

A/C s+ M D L :B :*F :G A P :C ! : 3 : 2

A T.0. :0817:0811:0813:0812: - :0814:0815:0810:0835: : : : : v

7. T.R. :1438:1352:1401:1416: - :1406:1452:1432:1150° : : : 2 s

ﬁ%

SRUADRON 412 NO. CF A/C Vil CALL SIGNS: W/T‘ MUL -

0634 0255 3317 3095 9869 C.75 1054 3465

ﬁZC‘ t 0: V: Y: Z: R: "t Q: N: : $ : : :

A.T.O. :0820:0818:0821:0819:0831: -~ :0829:0831: : : : : :

A.T«R. 30936:1438: :1423:1208: - :1358:1500: o8 s s : :

MIA ‘Friston
SQDN LETTER  NUMBER DESIGNATION EXPLAVATION
- (Fingert :970 t
412 + O 10634 : Abortion ;#4 Prop feathered
334 : G 11067 e "t Ball Turret Out
.mw__a_ﬂ_am_m__._l.w___m_ﬂjnmum Zero
336 Q674 " : _Returned w ith Composite

3

-4leg : R 19869 .

*
.

! _Returned with Composite
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HESADQUARTERS
FINETY PIFT! BOMBARDMENT GROUP (M)
0ffice of the Operations Offiocer

APO 634,
30 November 1943,

SUBJRECY: JNavigation Repprt on Opsrations of 30 November 1943,
70 t Commanding Officer, $5th Bombardment Group (H), APO 634,

1. The 98th Bombardment Group (H) was lead group in the Thirteeath
Combat Wing formmtion.

Rs The briefed route was followed as presoribed with slight variations
for evasive action,

3. The bombs wers dropped on P.F.F. oguipment and results looked geod,
soaording to D.R., procsedures above the undercest. Bombs awey et 1158 hours,
magnetic heading 50°, srue heading 4359, ground speed 190K, through the overcast,

4+ Hguipmont worked will. The P,F.F, Nevigator is to be coremnded on

his splendid cooperation, and working knowledge on the P.F.F. equipment, -
s

5. Leg book procesdures were very good. =

z

g

g

BLLIS B. SCRIPTURK, e

Captain, Air Corps, A

Group Favigatoer, a
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HRADQUARYRRS
NINETY PIPTH BOMBARDMENT OROUP (H)
0ffioe of the Operations Officer

APO 634,
30 November 1943,

BUBJBCY: tévbing Report on Operstions of 30 Novewber 1943,

70 + Oommanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 654,
1. TtThe bombing aid used was P,7. P, airoraft and its equipment,
.. At the I.P, & turn was made and yellow flares were fired.

3. Tthe bomd bay doors were opened immediatély after the flares
wore fired, _

4¢ The P.P.F. was leading our group and stated that his equipment
was working perfectly and he belisved he dropped his bombs on target arsa,
The remsinder of bombardiers drepped on him,

6. No enemy resistance waus sncountered on the bombing rua.

; =
<
8o The target was completely covered by clouds, E‘:
2

7. The enemy used no wmusual taotiocs whioh inkerfered with tha E
bombing run, J o
8. The bombs could not be seen hitting the ground but conoemus of | |,
opinion is they hit in target ares, | A
i

v}

9. ¥o tactiocal changes are suggested in bombing technique on sy | L
partioular target or all targets, ' f

WAYNE R, FITZOERALD,
Captain, Alr Corps,
Group Bombardier,
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SUBJECT:
TO :
1.

Ze

3.
reoalled,

4,

6.

, HEADGUA ST R3
NLGBTY FIFTH BOMBALUHENT GRUUP (H)
Office of the Engineering Officer

APC 834,
30 November 1543,

Base sngineering Beport on Combat iission 3U November 1543.

CladiiANDING GENBRAL, Third Bowbarduent Division (.1), APC 634,
COMMANDING OF:ICiR, 95th DBombardment Group (H). Atta: Lt. Cel,
MCKNIGHT, Base Oporations,

The following . information is suvaiiied concerning cowbat mission |
of the 95th Bombardment Group (i) on 30 Hovembor 1943.

There were three (3) abortive airplsnes.

Be
B,

Gc

42-306874 and 42-39869 flew with composite group. Gro.p was

The following smiroraft failed to take-off,

&e

5.

Twenty-thres (23) B=l7F airplanes took-of'f as secmeduled,
Eighteen (18) B-17P airplanes returned to base sfter completing
mission,

42.3465 landed awmny from homs station,

42-3317 - Not reported to base one hour after arrivai,

42-31057 -~ Ball turret inoperative. ,
42-3545 - Low oil pressure #3 enzinse. ‘
42-30834 - #4 runaway prop.

42-3529 « Plugs fouled #4 engine.
42-30280 - Ignition trouble,

Battile damsge is as follows: .

I».
Do

o—

42-3462 ~ Right wing panel damaged by f{lak,
42-3153 ~ #3 oil cooler damsged by flak,

' GARFIELD R, BENSEN,
. ssjor, Alr Corps,
Bese Hngr. Officer,

LORET 2@ VUVN BT Ad
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HEADQ UARTERS

HINBYY PIPTH BOXBARBMENT GROUP (H)
UFPICE OF T.B ARMALENT OPVICER

30 Sovendber 1943.

SUBJECT: Hission Exponditure deport for 30 ioveaber 1043,
10 t Commanding Officer, S56th dombardesnt Sroup ().

le FPollowing is the expenditure report for 30 Jovembar 1843:

B
|- 8
L1
d.

Qs
f.

&e

h.

i.

Stasion

Unit

Type of Ammunition

Gun location and No. of guns

fotal number of guns 228

Totul oumber of rounds Ifired 3,15}
Alrorafv number 3317 reported uwissing losded with 7,000 rounds

Cal 60 AF aud 8~500 1b. Deaolitvio:wn
Inceudiary bombs,

Alroraft number 2346Z shrew 5,100 rounds of Cal 50 AP over Loar

due %0 laok of fuel.

Total number of rounds expendsd 16, 2bl.
Total number of boubs exponded 160-500 1lb. Dwmolition bombs and

400-100 1b, M4TAl Invendiary bombs.

AAY 119

85th Somburdment Uroup

Cal 60 AP

38 Lower Turret Yuns 460

38 Upper Turret (uns &40

18 Left Walst (hms 490

19 Right uaist Guns 326

19 Kadio Guns 313

19 Left Yose Yuns QAR

18 Right Nose Guns g >

19 Couter lose Guns % =

48 T7Teil Yuns =
A
22
° O
o N

bombs, and 20-100 1b. MATAL N X :

o § ¢
ﬁ’o G,

LEONARD ¥. DaRBON

Uapt. Alr Corpe,
Group Armamont Offioer.



CONFIDENTIAlp i g

(eQUALS BRITISH SECRET) _—
STETY FIPIH BOMBARTMENY CROVP () (2e1)

APD %
30 Sovesber 1943

SUBECT: Cperstional Comsunigat fone,
t}fﬁm, Gith Besbardment “roup, Statien 119,

1. Of the twentyefour (24) erews that rarticivated in the misniem,
wmm (17) were avatloble for Ww&m by the Cesmuniestions "ffieer,

2,5 Heshanien) and Flectrieal fallures were st followst

{2) The faxm Waft had Irtershome troublet

{Bote Thres (3) #f the fuﬁw were due ‘o hish ﬁtitxm. am

failures are belng irvestirated snd cwrrested,

(t) 3%, Tranenitter (Lisison) freee at hish mam—a, udng
invest Spated,

{e) 336el, VIP out, f;mrmr burned m, being m&mﬁ.

@ >
3. The following Noviretional Alds were used susceonfullye ! g §~
{a) Buneher @ =nd Splashers 4,5,7,7,7., were wsed hv the fellowing | % ‘g E
shipsy g /Z t
33eF G K3 335eQ,T 0,03 336wt 8,011 4120, | g O
° N
(b) 336e8, obtained four (4) P fiwes from Seetion "HY, f@:;j&g
{e) 336mt, resefved for (L) SN from Home Station, f ;Ss é}

(4) 334wB,Ky 335053 336wh B0, L4 41247,7, used Station 7000,

he 136eR, sert S0S to WF Sectiem "F" and rervoried emtellent eontast,

Good results were obtained from Hevirational Adds, Division Creound Station
mp&m was good during entire trip, Alreraft with interrhone failures
reeney eommand position # 3, Redic Operators loge sstisfactery,

CONF!MINTIA'

(EQUALS CRiTisH S..Cﬂu)



HEADQUARTERS
N¥INETY PIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
OFFICE OF THE INYTELLIGENCE OPFICER

1 December 1943

SUBJECT: 8-2 Report.

TO { Commanding Officer, 96th Bombardment Group (H), APO 634,

1. 20 B-17's and ene P.FP.F. of the 95th Group took off
at 0810 to bomdb Solingen, Germany.

A/C #1057 turned back at 52212'N 00°64' E Aximuth gear
of Ball Turret sheared. Time 0900 ’

A/C #3545 turned back over Lowestoft at 1015 #B
engine out,

A/C #0634 turned dack over Lowestoft at 0905 with
prop run away. 2

All the other A/C bombed the target with good resulf
except A/C $095 whose boms hund and had to be salveed over

vavN B Ad
AjLoyiny

Wermelskirchen, Germany, Only one or Two E/A were seen and > |12
no attacks wers mede on this Group. A/C #2317 (Hensler) drapg g ©
out of formation about 15 minutes befors reaching the targes, | . T
" apparently under control, but has failed to return to base, A0y
All other A/C returned to base by 1458. Hxcellent fighter 2
support was received by P-47's, P-38's and Spitfires,

g
.

i

2. 3 B-1l7's of the 9b6th OGroup took off at 0831 to fly
with the composite Group. This Group turned back at 51948'x
04©30'E just after crossing into snemy territory. A/C #465
{Conley) which had failed to make rendeveus with Composite
Oroup flew with the 95th Group over the target. it was
demmaged by A A fire and hit by enemy fighters and landed at
Preston, England with four orew members wounded, Furthur

detalls are not avallable to date. The other two A/C
to base at 1150, . A/C returned

STARLEY R. WHEATON,
lat Lt., Alr Corps,
Al& ' t- 3-8 Officll’.
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Sol:.ngen.
Cloud reaclung as high as 30,000 feet over the Continent made it ig-.

Bember Commend Narra.ti\ta of Operations
14.,rd Operat:.on - 30 November 1943

m'ssmn ‘No.~. 1 - Sblingen (Abandoned)
-~ Mi#sion No.-2 = Solingen
Mission No. 3 = Solingen (Abandoned).

Nine Combat Wings, four from lst Bombardment Division, two from 2nd . .
Bombardment Divisicn, and three from 3rd Division were assigned to attack
'Iheama.ﬂkwas 1ed byPF‘Fa./ . . ;

possible for lst and 2nd Divisior a./c to maintain formation, and these six
combat wings were foroed to aban&cm 'bho mission, |

with uncbsorved roszlts.

Uriit

Nunbo'ﬁ of' A,/G

Taroo B-178 oro .,

All but one grc:up of' 3rd. Division reached the target area and bombed
E/A opposition was wosk, escort being provided by
VIII Fightor Commend P-L73 and 2-38s, end RAF Spitfires..:
m:.ss:.ng One enemy f‘:.gh‘cor is clamea c‘iestroycd. .

Perscnnel. Gasua.lt:.es"'

15T BOMB DIV. (Pa.**tlcipated Eeored Pailed Lost) Cla:uns (1?’;1.11 =d. Wounded mss:.n
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Unit Nunl
2ND_BOMB DIV. (Pa.r'b:.clpa.ted 4

Personncl Casualties

MISSION 0.3
SOLINGEN

L.

PATHFINDERS
w82 N

5

B
TOTALS 381 9

rokod Fan.léﬂ Lost) Claims. (Killod Wounded Missing)

Jof - A/G
To_Bomb- Bomb-;-
il .'A. §- X
b 20
.8 . 25
39 265

.:Qté'o .

o;,
v.3 .

" 0s0-0
- O=0&a0Q
. 0-0 A "o"

',::0-0-0

1-0-0

olo o

0‘_’
11

+ Fa.ilec’ to Bomb A Mechanmal and Equlpment Failures.

B ~ Other. than Mcchanical and Equipment Failures (mcludes
weather, enemy actlon, recall, ete).,

- MIuSION NO 2 - SOLINGEN

BOMBING RLSULTS
droppe

SloB

o|o O

23

78 B-l?s of ‘the 3rd Bambardment. Division led by one PEF a/c
x D00 G.P., fused 1/10 sec, nose and 1/40 soc, tail, and 1527 x 100

I.B. on. Solingen at 1155 = 1158 hours from 25,000 -~ 28,800 fect. Results were

unobserved due to 10/10 c;.oud. and weathor cond:.ta.ons have prevented any PRU

- govor ‘being made. .

1 a/¢ dropped 8 x 500 GoP. and 20 x 100 I.B, on Wem:elshrohﬁ

with unobserved results. o

REASONS FOR FAILURE TO BOMB:

duc to mechenical or equipmont failure, 263 due to weathor > 1 which was unable

302 a./c, :.nclud:x.ng 2 FFF, f'ailed to bomb = 37

to keep up with the formation, and 1 which is m:.ss:mg,

W Tho lead:mg two comba'b Wings of the 3rd Bomberdment Division ‘ei;ii-

countered no enemy opposition. -

The third Combat Wing met weak opposition, ©
with about 17 single-engine fighters (Me-109s and FW-190s) encountered bee -

tween the I,P, and the cast bomber-fighter rondezvous,
of rockets, pa.mohute bombs, or a.1r—to~alr bombing.

G;SIIALTIES: Personnel - 11 crew members were killed, 3 were ser:.ously womded,

17 slightly. wounded, and 23 arec missing,

@ulmen = 3 Bwl7s are missing = 1 was lost to accident and 2 far

reasons unknown,

category "E".

ANTI~ATRCRAFT FIRE: Meager, :ma.ccurate flak was encountered at the enemy coast.
Moderate to intense fire, principally barrage type, and accurate on some groups,
came fram the southern Ruhr ond target arca.

aerved near A.o,ohen.

oy

1)

=
f
LN
1t

P 4

Estimted Battle Dam.ge - 16 category mAM,

There were no reports

2 .category "AC* and 3

Meager maccurat.e fire was ob-
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—  GONFIDENIIAL

ROUTE: Bases to Lowestoft to 51O4L'N = 03°50°E (enemy coest), to 50955'N =
'E’ to t&rg

%0 50°38 1y - 06

et (Solingen), to 51°00'N = 07°30'E, to 50°34'N - 07°13'E,
13'E, to 51°07'N = O4954'B, to 51°44'N = 03°42'E (enemy coast),

to 52°15'N - 01°37'E (Evglish coast), to boses.

FIGHTER ESCORT:

Penetration, target and withdrawel escort was provided by 8

groups of P-4.7s, 1 group of P=38s and 13 squadrons of Spitfire IXs. Only

5 to 10 o/a ware encountcrod, mostly Me-109s., The few attacks made by e/a
were very aggressive, Claims are O=2«l, 4 P=47s, 1 P-38 and 2 Spitfires are
missing, Weather is probably largely accountable for the relatively heavy
losses of fighters. '

OBSERVATIONS: A new waterwny was obscrved under construction at Ghent. New
defonsive constructions, resembling a huge star, were reported at 51715'N =

04208,

/

WEATEER: Route Out = 10/10 cumilus and stratocumulus in solid layer, tops
7,000 feet over England. 7/10 %o 8/10 cumilus, tops 15,000 - 15,000 feeot

over North Sea,

10/10 cumailus over ceontinent, tops 22,000 = 24,000 fzet,

breaking to 4/10 to 5/10 near Dusseldarf, increasing to 7/10 to 8/i0 cumulus,
tops 20,000 - 24,000 fect as target was approached. Target - 10/10 cunulus,
tops 22,000 « 24,000 feet, 8/10 cirrus and cirrastratus, tops 24,000 feet.
Visibility unlimited above clouds. Route Back = Similar to route out,

N /(8
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