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7 Bovember 1943

SUBJECT: 8«3 Narrative Report on Operational Mission, 7 Wovember 1943,

0 s+ Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group, A.P.0, §#634,

1. The 95th Bomb Group was alerted for this mission at 2288, 8 Hovember
1943, The 956th Domb Group was to fly the last Group at 285,000 feeb in a
Javelin down formmtion of three Groups in the 15th Combat Wing frrmetion.
96th Group was teo furnish eighteen (18) ships for Group fermation and three
ships from 100th Greoup were to fill in last slement of high squadron. Bomb
losding was to be 10xBOO 1b., demolition bombs,.

2., Bighteen (12) aircreft departed this station at 0744 hws., to assemble
as Group over Buncher #8 at 2000' above top layer of overesst. Three (3) ships
from 100th Group assembled with 95th formstion at seme altitude.

3. Ship §6080, piloted by Lt. Wallsce, returned to this station at 0955
hrs., having abotted while over Bngland due to en internal engine fallure on
#2 engine. Ship #1128 returned to this station at 1129 hrs., having aborted
while over enemy territory, due to a failure of co-pilet’s oxygen regulater.

4. Combat ¥inp assembly was mede without incident and Ving preoceded
soross channel, Due to difference of winds et altitudes of three Groups,
it was necessary for 95th Group to fly at en indicmted 165 m.p.h. in order to
keep in formation. Kven so, the correct formation oculd not be held and as
& result the three groups were strupg out on the bombing run se¢ that the
100th and 96th could not see flares or smoke bombs of leed Group. Group
lesder attempted to ascertain spot where leed Group's bombs were dropped and
erdered bombardier te drop his bembe, Results of 98th bombing were poore

6. Briefed course was held throughout mission end very little flek wes
encountered., The flak was slight and ineffective.

6., Fighter support was excellent,

HARRY G. MUMFORD,
Major, Air Corps,
Operations Officer.
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HEADQUARTERS
NIEETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (m)
0ffice of the Operations Officer

APD 834
10 ¥ovember 1043

SUBJECT: Navigation Report of Operations of 7 ¥ovember 1943,
70 : Commanding 0fficer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 634,

ls The Ninety Pifth Bombardment Group (H), took off and elimbed
individually through the overcast, The rendesvous at Gillingham was met
one minute late, and it was observed that the other groups were approache

ing from the south, A wide turn was executed at @illingham to fall behind
the leed groups,

2. Upon mpprosching the target ares, the navigators resognized the
target, but the bombs were not dropped, because the P,F.P. flares could

mﬁ be recognised, The bombs were relessed at 1127 hours st 51° 0Oy
08" 10vg,

Se The "Gee" boxes in operation gave very good results on Esstern
Wyoming, but no signals were received on R.F. = 24 unite. These units

were turned on a frequency meter because of no tuning transmission infor-
mation being received,

4. Log book proceedures were very good,

FLLIS B. SORIPTURE
dept., Alr Corps,
Gre up Revisation officer,
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SUBJECT: S-2 Report.
TO : Commanding Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (BH), APO 834,

1. 95th Group took off beginning at 0745 end all landed by
1320, A course south of briefed course was followed both into the
target and out. On the route in they passed just north of Lille
and on the route out passed over Antwerp.

2, The 95th Group was the low and last group of the 13th
Combat Winge.

: 3, Our group bombed on a heading of approximately 205° Mag.
due to falilure to see the flares from the Pathfinder this group
dropped thelr boms NW of Duren on the route out at a point
designated at 51°00'N 06°10'E. :

4, A/C #1123 turned back from 50°45'N 02945'E at 25,000
feet oxygen system out. Bombs returned. One A/C #3153 landed
at Thorpe Abbott. 011 pressure went down and one prop was winde
milling. A/C #6080 turned back from Coggeshall, England at 0930
#2 enzgine oll pressure down (feathered Prop) #4 engine heating.

STANLEY R, WHUATON,
lst Lt., Air Corps,
Ass't, S-2 Offlcer.
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Bomber Conmand Harrative of Operations
i2hth Overation - 7 November, 19/.3,

Miszsion No. 1 = Wesel
Mission No., 2 = Duren

Two Alr Task Porces of B-17s of lst and )‘r"Ct Bombardment Dm\rlpn.c:)n
perticipated in an attock on targets in the Rhineland. Duren and 1 iesel,
transportation and mamaf acturing centers, were bombed, with '*‘a‘ll'lr)l’a evi-
dence indicating poor resulbse V ITT Fighter Cormand P=A7s, provided cover
for the entire operation. Bombing was by Pathfinder method, with 10/10
cloud ot Wesel and clear weather t Duren, There were no losses and no

claims,
umber of A/0 Personnel Casualitiss
' BOMB DIV, (Participatcd £ ttocked Pailed Tost) Claims (Kﬁ_uc& Wounded liss ;.ﬂ_g)
20N 0. 1 To Boub+
WEESEL B B
91 18 1 0. 0 De0-D 1 0 0
351 20 1o 9 80 el 0 0 0
381 21 25 1 D 0 Bod 0 2 0
b Ee 0 0 0G-0-0 T 2 0
3RD BOMB DIV,
MISSION WO, 2
390 20 o T 0 0=0.0 0 0 0
100 23 &7 ¢ 9 0] 0 Ce=Qu=0 0 (6] Q0
5o 17 £ b 0 s 0§ 0
60 2 I & & 0 0 0
PA.J.HTWE\ B 5
482 5 2 0 0 0=0=0 0. 9 0
TOTALS - 122 0 g B G0 T 2 0

+ Pailed to Bomb = A - Mechanical and Pcsm rment Poilures,
B « Other than Mechanical and F qmmment Tailures (includes
matmr, eneny “O“'G'LO[I, recdll, etc Je

MISSION NO, 1 = i7F S

An Adr Teask Force of 59 B-~17s of 1st 'Eombummmt Division led by two Pathe-
finders of the 482nd Group participated in an attack on Wesel through 10/10
cloude Fighter support was provided for the entire operation. Fighter Opposi=-
tion wes weck and flak was mecgre. There were no claims and no losses.
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BOMBING RWSULTS: 53 B-17s, plus one Pathfinder a/c, dropped 343x500 G.P, =
fused 1/10 sec, nose, 1/100 secc. tail and 784x100 I.B. from 26,000~27,000
feet at 1124-1125 hours on Wesel, 10/10 cloud over the terget prevented
observation of resdlis. FRU cover is not yet available,

REASONS FOR FATLURE 00 BOMB: 7 o/c including 1 PRR a/c, failed to bomb due
to mechenical and equip: :

ert failures,

Due probably to very effective escort, no attacks were made on a/c
Division. About 10 PW-190s and Me=L109s were sighted over the conti-
Eroupse

=t

CASULALILTES ¢

htly wounded.

‘sonnel = 1 crew umember was killed and 2 slig
1pne N=1

maved Batile Damege - Nil

=4

-

o

ANTT=-ATRCR/AFT PIRE: Flok was metgre and inaccurate at the enemy coast and over

the targst.

RCUTE: Lewestof't to 52019¢N - 03030'E, to 52032!) - 03035'8, to 5204,0'N -
C5735'E, 4o 51925'N = 06C20°E, to target, to 51°05'N -~ @ C35'E, to 51C16'N -

QL°00'E, to 51°36'N - 03°39'E, to 52°00'N - 02°40'E, to Aldeburgh,

MISSTON NO. 2 - DUREN

57 B~17s of the 3rd Bombardment Division, led by one Pathfinder of the
482nd Group, ottacked targets in the Duren area. Pighter opposition was nil
= ol s i
and flak was meagre. There were no claims and no losses,

BOMBING RESULTS: 37 B-17s, plus one Pathfinder a/c, dropped 136x500 G.P. fused
1/10 scc. nose, 1/100 sec toil and 752x100 I.B. from 26,700 = 28,000 fect at
111k hours on Duren,

20 B=17s also dropped 160x500 G.P. fused 1/10 scc. nose, 1/100 sec tail
and 160x100 I.B. from 24,500 = 26,700 fect at 111 - 25 hours on o secondary
target identified as Renderath. Present evidence indicates poor resultsy on
both targets, but no PRU cover is available,

REASONS FOR FAILURE TO BOMB: 3 a/c failed to bomb = 2 because of mechanical or
equipment foilures and one because of late take-off,

ENCOUNTERS: Fighter opposition was nile There were less than 10 e/a seen by
all groups, and due to excellent fighter cover, not one of them came i1 close .
enough to be identificds

CASUALTTES: Personnel - Nil
quipment - Nil
Besinated Battle Deamage - 3 category "AY,

ANTT-ATRCRAVT FIRE: Meagre, inaccurate AL fire was seen over Dunkirk on the
way to the target and over intwerp, Walcheren and the Schouwen Islands on
the woy home, At the torget, AL fire was meagre and somewhot more accurate
but not demnging, One of our a/c reported a shell passing throush its wing
cnd exploding efter passing through. This occurred over Duren,

e vt waivo  vomS el e oo v
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ROUTE: Bases to 51°06'N - 02003'E, to 51008'N - 02012'E, to 51°08'N - e
020327, to 5100L'N = 02054'E, to BOOLLIN = C3020'H, to 50°00'N - 05°00'E,
to 55N =~ 06C1L0'E, to terget, to HLOLL'N ~ 03956!'E, to 51°22'N - 03°20'E,
to 51935'N ~ 02940'E, to 51O46'N -~ 02021'E, to 51952'N - C2°09'E, to bases.

FICHTER ESCORT

Very conplete fighter cover was provided for both missions by 6 groups of
VIIT Fighter Comand P=47s. Mediocre enemy opposition was encountered with
one Me-210 destroyede 6 P=47s5 are missing for reasons unknown,

OBSERVATIONS

Smoke scrcens were observed generally throughout the Ruhr,

ist Bombardment Division; Route Out = 9/10 to 10/10 cumulonimbus at Conti-
nental cot.st tops 18,000 feet and 10/10 cumulonimbus with tops 20,000 feet at
tarcet,s Visibility 5 to 7 miles over England increasing to 10 miles over
North Sea and Continent. Target; (Wesel)- 10/10 cumulonimbus tops 20,000
feet, nil medium and high clcuds Visibility 10+ miles, Return Route: Simi-
ler to route out.

3rd Bombardment Division: Route Out - 1/10 to 2/10 at English coast. 8/10

to 10/1C cumulus top 24,000 feet over Continentel coasts, This cumulus over-
cast persisted over the Continent with top 15 to 24,000 feet., Target: (Duren,
4 hole in the overcast 50 miles in diameter, 3/10 to 5/10 cumulus tops 10,000
feet, within the hole no clouds immediately over the torget. Visibility 10
to 15 miles. Return Route = 8/10 to 10/10 cumulus and strotocumulus top 10 to
15,000 feet, occasional tops to 24,000 feets Broke to 5 to 7/10cumulus top
7,000 feet between Antwerp and the Continentol coast. 5/10 cumulus and stra-
tocurmilus top 6,000 feet in mid-North Sead.
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