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(:.) ri,u'm,t.itrTrolf REOErvxD 0I,{ Tm tiTTi.cli.
(") This repo't is based en- ph9!9rtraphs taken dr.ring a dayright attackon rhe GErspt,rKln0tffilj area uy 3e5"oir.*ort "i u;;;E st.il, EighthBcrlber Courmand frorn I3l5 to- 1350 hor.rrs oi 5,tl.t*3.
(n) Bonbs vrerc droppcil as fof.l-or.rs:-

1560 x
6852 x

l-b . G.i'.
lh Tit&L, .

500
l-oo

(*) Full fightbr cscort iras prcvidcd.
(o) Thc aircraft approachcd thc taLrget from thc j,rorth East,

(ii) gol,{B Bl,,F,sTs onsnivgn

(")^.*Ilo attack was naclc in four forn*tions of irhieh tr,.c.;eyc inulr':uiliiF'cllEitr or11c i)n thc ,llDnnltlEnl.o scH0llElr l.c. uorth of ti:ecity a"nd onc on i,l,c GElsElrllilRclaluR BEIir,TtRItrj /,.c. -io ii.""li"ri""ii]ut.t &iing possibly tc evasive action- end thc op.,"utior, of tirc s*oke'; ' '' $crccn during the ettaetrr no pnctcgr*l:hs'sho,"; hcar4y c:ncontratio's'i': of bornbs bursting on..or.rn?3* _t!9 i*riot drca. noirts bursts scen arelnidcly" ssattered throu8h the GElSEiiuclicmtt oro" rro* a point i\Tcrthcf DcP'sTEll south bcyod lil,IiDErrltaG as fo1lol*i (itCu, Thc paragraphsarc lcttcrcd to key -,,.rith thc nctations cn thc Bcr:b pr-ct).
' '/i. Thc bonbs scen bursting ir: closcst 1:rcxiriity to isclatc,d targct, arcs.s fcLl in.opcn ficlcr"s inricctir-tely t,lcrth llast of theHydriervrerkc Schclven L.G. iit l-cast /oo bwsts arc scsn but nodjrcct hits an thc pb.nt arc notcd.

B. At lcast 60 bursts &xC sssyl South r-nd irjcst of thc HydricnrcrkcSchclvan .1"G. cf which rpproxir.ratel-y tcn iirc i.n iirc sparsclysettl-ed crutsl:jrts of BUrrli, /r"rrcavy ccncc:ltri:rticn fellinncclia"tely scuthirest cf tnd targ;i'*;;;";;';;il; a,ncr haze 'akosan accurnto count inpossible.$evcral resiclcntial i:ull-oings in thc vi1h.5c rf xLuii-HJ-ssEL Lr"pjrc.lrto h.rve bcen hit. Isolatcd bwsts arc sccn j.n npen ficlclsI'lorth cf BLTJIi and fi.rc nilcs i'Icrth cf GilSEirriim.CliEt,t. ?hc snrkc. $creen rr&$ c$pocially n.ctive j_n thj_r, i,"reel r

Jt ccncontration o{ iry9nci*ry borr}:s arc sccn bursting in an'lnclustrial- *rea crt sffji,r"r.crr" 1* nilcs rri:rth cf thc ccntre ofGErsEl'*iJRei{qjj" - Trre-..+:"ea -ccntails a rrunbcr of snall inriu-_.:trirl-plants, $cnlt*rcd bcnbs s.rr sce n j-irli:ursinur,lm,i;, r;ith trropossi-ble hit,s cn uniclentificd buij_dings. The iniiu,strinl h*zecver the r:irea rnd the sr,inll scalc cf thc photogra;,h.q n'kcs efrmther'tstati.,. :,* as tc ciircct irits i.'pco"ifrf-l-
A crncer:treticn of approxinatory ?o bonb bur"sts aro seon cnencL about the b:'rraeks r"nc1 tr"c t.,al. nj.ncs a.t rilrllf,rmonr r*ni--l-cs ffast rf nSSEi;i arid 5 rniJ-ee $cuilr cf thc j;ergct 

"ruo. 
"

r,lpFrrxinatel"y fcrrr-i,,ocn of these bursts arc in thc clnfiacs lfthe l:e::raclt$ .:ro*, cight'cn the l{u'bert pit of the },.il]jLiEsu"rlffi*tnl'i-

C.

D.
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Pc.gc 2.
E. At lcr:st 125 G,F. bclbs f,re sccn,burstina in r 1,lrr.r.t rr-.l,cgir:ning 540 ]'r-rcls frrr.r 1i.o ""{*t.i*tuf.i .f,l,l'f:,fii.i ;#cxtending l'i*:ilr f:r r.s;:ilc$. or:e burst is cn or ver]r_ neflrthc ]hrc.cnlwgr/Ir.ngen'l,wf re_tLrr_y iin".: - i]:irri,"l*, .ef. Bo G,p,bcribs burst in * rlral r,rca. !geil,-en5; iSO ;*"As Scuthcest cfFU.P,trlliBLBG qnd extcndin;l Scuthir.,rcls ij,rr'i.i-1oi1"". iit lcast$cven arc on cr vcrir iicar thc l{l.r,ic1bu:.i./Stlj-n;lcr-rarl'aqr'iiro.

I,1lp fn en rrcl" clrscly r,p"r.xi,"r.tin;. il.c :..-!Jv!" vI!,ouLJ .r..rJpr'.-)jrrlrr.rlnij tllc r,rct l,rcntirncd in E r.t least{-50 incc'cli.erice }cli i:r t'c g"i.,ir*. .of thcsic thc first fa|l'0f thcsc thc first fei-l];.. r;i13s l;.rst of 
- 
llucn rirulc r;it:r p"", il,l:;, ";; t ii*' ii"inlii:.r: d e nbr-rr g/bus s r: l-d orf re. i 1 wt,.t tid- ;il - ;r-,)1tu- on a farn L'ui).dln6;.Thc sccond fc-Ll- i' r,- r'urLr **u". ^..'.,r.r'.*rrr"i.,ili lr,""t, u*r't*ail'ffr

i{1.;inn,,riTTirn r:ri'" *r,*..^ r^i+- .- -, tjl};'8o}$ptply- fut n{les North-oflI.Il,DH;llUiiG rrj.th tlrcc hi-ts *r-th"t;{*'il4-rq!'v-Ly. 't2= nlleg North of
linr, -nA *.,,^ ...!, +,^.^- L_-rrrr- , '-l il1rr'cnlur6/S[rr4:cnbwg rail,,taylinc, r"nd t.;/l r:r j'arn builciin,qs.

G. Fcurtecn br.rrsts are uidelyvillagc , of PSLST-IN , j"th hiis
rJ'..d.H' ii eorlcentration cf ,a.pprcxii;rnteJ-y 110 bcr,bs bru'st ene nile rrest- :-f tirc vilJ-i:,; :f ;j,.i.L lct.:,,;,n i_t in6 : ljr;r,r ;;TirilT*,=rill"rrrrtt,of the to.rgot. Tl".,reet qr,J3t!y or thcso ,,r"o u*** tc be rn bpenfields. The n:ln hiithm:y fror:"i-:llilfjtnil to ri,:,r, roclivo,'l 6 c.llrcct,.hits;:"nC'€rerrcral ni'nrr fc.rC' ucrc nle: hl.t.f. Ten inccndiary bonbs fell 5-n cpcn fi"fOs jiffth cf DC[iSTEl,tr.

J, firccndi'rry bcr.tbs arc $ean 1's]'ling: -rrhilc thc r.ircraft ;;::s p".ssin6,cver thc iihrnc Rivcr: scuth of DUISDURG. in a rlxtrrvrcstu-;rly ..iru,cii..,.,Thsir ;;rirrt rf iripact is nrt phrtrr*""pf.oJ.
Ii. 

"-l:rut.f 
rrty lnccnc.ia.ry b,r.lrs r-rc sccn in rpcn :-i;lcs nc:,r r:Jr,.LEii1€ nllcs .Scu-th rf thb target c.rcn.

L.. .'n:.rty cight bcnbs:lre soen t.r hi.vc fr.llen in,,ir.t.rr c.t c.nunid u:,.,cif icd lccc.ticn.
(iii) s:rorc rcifrE:r.

?hc sncl'-c scrccn r.t cEi5EllKffifffiri rrd ncr.ri:y citi,s ;r.s j:r ful1e-pcraticn during thc a,ttr"ck. ft,.r,irlcsrre t:: cxtcnd ovcr e wid,c r.rer nithvaryi r.rg clcgroes of effcctivcncss
(tv) ro,n llrx' :^-1D ptir.trs.

(".) i.' di:rrr-r.?" !.nb plrt hls bcun p'cprrcd,,,hich shrrrs onl.r thc ardasin v,'hich'b:nbs fcj_J-. lic attenpt he"s hecn ritdc tl rcprcscnt the:'"ctun"l nufll-)er lf ircnbs in cnc ai,ta nr tr rirkc *n **,*i plrt of thclrbcation but thclr gencral distributicn rcJativc tr thc ter.gct qrcasis indicatcd. : _

(l) iic annet''tct pt'int uill bc gcncrilly distrit:utecl .riith this rcport.

scattcrcc'l t._, tho Er.st rnd ldc::th cf theon two fLrc buj-lc1i.n6is and on e irilor

(v) i,:imociiJ.ri{s rffcnrfnD.
sl.v 94h52 5,tr1.43 f315 hrs,tt 3s5175 u. tBlP hrs.tt 3s5/76 'l 1315 hrs,tt 95/J/*7 tt 1336 hrs.95/Ug n !3do hrs,

tl !nn,/n, lt !.^^ t

l/l.srooo (F.L.?r) zB,ooot rii;r
r/4.6r3oo (F,L.'/', ) arrooot rrlr
L/+6Jrn (F.L.?r? ) 2?,ooor rdr
i//16fiao (F,L.?") arrooot rcr

-\l?.7 *oo,IF:r:H " )f 7,,ogg1 :,, :
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aPO 6${
s !fo@r 1S'*S

ixLsnr S Eows&tr 19*$.
effiJwf,t$-$s*rrgtl.v*B*portwffitr*ttomlst
rc r Comnrdtng offlctrr SSth Bd @ro'rp' IPO 65*'

tr"?b;gsthsor*sreql.n**1rr*d..F"-ffi'Xlcri.mrtl?$s,4Fgt'.
rribrr tS*S. asi*fliil*g * U. iO ;-eS$ lb. e'-t' ?te lsth $aubet trf'''n

xus rc f,arx rru g""ono sF ws *";# ;;."d +y th' ?n!-slng' of sr* se*
Frvr*im serErtrll."-rh; s$& -srfiil;1;;irt*' s*o*t trlns *sd ftrat*h
sry6* {r} rhrpe'iii r*X &q*er#It?d*t*";t-*3 r*t*h r**s to flv *m
SretrP otr 9$itr"

2. '8w*n {?} rlrsr*ft' *1g*1}d H:itrttwr *t SS&s te f,em }'**d sf
Cweltc a+. $50d' rbovo thlr-fictr'4' tbmty *t-[af) rlrorrft dcpnrtad ttrir
st*lren rr s**s *,, faru sstb #;p-*t ioo3i'.y* thi* frcld' sktp # oe**

drxrtcd ta* *dl*.* *t nses ;;"sp ru*blt te ft"nd $sth Gr*up fern*t!'*a'
io'flll.d lu rltb Ssth GrouP'

$.&*gattbfq$sh!ry:nfo*;r*r't*4*'t'rsf,'rys*.ligfurg*rltg}rt
lr:.::-:'ffi -tn#S#1ffi-*-Y.i;;e iert *stir sroup r*'rssti'on

*.ghtp#ss*spltet*tbyLt*&onget*drt{n*rm**tathi.gst*t'"ffi
h*riug cbort{d k-ii6e-co* t**jtp[* Affi,itta*os* *r'l* st!"11 eYcr

&cslsxd, a** tn "*gr"Tgr".:" 
ffi;; F-l!tt-ntr*t*a by Lt" *rll*er rttur*

ead, t* rhts e?*tlm-h*ntag e*nf;I-[*"''$8"gie*tn* Sbt'h &ro*,p formttsa
r*ril,* *tt't orar @tnn&,.du*,d*il*h-i*rryr' $hrr # ot*s ptlatod bv

Lr. F*Lma, ,"riL;=ro terr, r*k."-t*r"6 *f;**u *t iarg f,rro the s6tir

$rouxr fersa$eitir*-*tlrr-o*r"-tgr**-*t y f*s *gra"a*t sl$s # ss4s

pt?"*trd by t",t- Wia-irt*""*e-d.*U-odttoo U*vl'ng**lqrtad *t l'*80 frw
*h* $$i& *rmrp iEra**,*a**irr**fril ;;-e6t;d-e,* *o r'$#. a*xgtaar rrhtoh

xffi*.H**ffi H#',lffi:ryffi *#i*l;.-qffii'.
ffiX.*t""rxu]ffiS.il:f; ;;r\*.*m1ffooilotrv- Rouslr ra6in+*

*eq,std PrthftJ*r **'lp'* *rr*pccA to drep to 1$S gl'p'k'

s.Ilg**ofe*fscx*r*,*Rrdi'uAl.**eauE*dFr*hf;trdertguEts*8.
F*vl$*riw roi t*rmtr *r.x *"a!It;;b;;;" ryrug'*;;;i*t' Pti*t ms unsblt

ts m$'at*i* *'tltu*o t'* flryt;;Jfi#t $eln'" *r1orr Etu*ad sst& srcr'tp

te bo l*ta *t 0L*stos. e*t*rrtGri ;b.fttd etiut t'c King rE*rd*rte*s r$d'

Hispr srilrft*r*r, iili-o"i" x!-d ;r;Lut **ug.- ;* tc s6th sloup balag l*ta

* ?lffiTk, Tffi"'#X;:";;d:$,# Xi#"tk*ff -*fi .lard'cr 
**s r:n*brr

-1-
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6. Sws{r&:s_t*rllr #BF,Wlt .il.istu,@ *stk:s@at s'1n6 md-ba#d. aa
t&rfr p*thftd*rlr ,fil*do, " S*dt .{@iF,.-*t**t,tit*,*etilesr l# cfftEtl'tc.
*p let*r l|sri *4;.&*la*d w thtw frm tbt* srst,rp. fft iniury ** ptr*ann*l
b,nt **ttl,* S*n*** ts rl.x t*l *tr*r*ft af t'hl* &lguIr Ln Srupc'*$* #r€4tgrr "51rt $ltt1,* S*n*6* ts rl.x t*l *tr*r*ft af thl* &lxu;r Ln Srupc'*$* #f€4tp. ,;,',

,. :

&[ft*t,&. Wffi; ,

kjor, .Air OmPa'
$F****.i*u*,4ff;Ls*r'

?. Stghttr *lXryort ila* "!rar? Ssed'

S. S*lult* of bor*bi"l*g FGtrG Y$Er'.

*&*
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ffiesqsearFms
wgsffnr FH$-$tr ssm*As*ffi€H? #H$$p {ffi}
*FFrSg 0s' r$F xsfHttrsffisff oP.plfiffi

S Hevsmb*r L&l&S

SUSJfifi$r $*8 &eport
f0 r $pwsaenetrt*# Sf,f lc*r, SSth S*mbandurent SreuF $Hl n S,P0 SS'*'

Xo ffi $lS of *h* SSt& *po plus sne Fathflndar to*b off ts
attask #*Ls*nkknehan, S*r'man3r sS OS4S hourn and l"snded et l41S
hsurs * Bhe €Sth Sraup rae tho l"ead #roup of ths End &1r *s*k
Fsr*e ef f,he $nd Alr $l.rnsion. The P,F.F'. plene i*acitn$ th* 9$th
Gn*up }:.ar!, en lnopera&ive rar*io *ltlrilpe*e and at 3,1:S* houng ltn ilGs
bex bufned or.lt, ilr a*dtttqn ##r$rdn eng*nen ?{srs vs}1y r-*t:5}r *nd
pla.n* sas wrab]"s to sttaS.a ffi$:rs tl:an L&S **{,p,*[. air mBeed* f{t
1A*$ haurr {t ehsr**d and th* baSsnee *f our pl"an*n, *aa*pt the
flEe no*s't bol"*w, ssl*s mrahk t*r meke roniiean*ue w*.th obh:er Sroupgand returnsti wl.thsut neeehlng ss:exry tarrlttny* Flsns #]"vg (fond)
b.gd trnoubl* w3"th $S *ng1.ne and wae wrehl* t,* koep *p w*"*h *roup *nqli.mb, Ftl.*t tcld navlgat*n *;o set cour*e f,ar Slaxtsn*on-s$& hopin6
to geet $noup thors* &I-sne thay arvfEerl th*re and dJ.d nst f*.nd
our #roxp' but r*ndssn*naset wttJr S6th #rerr.rp gvsr t*r'ge.t. Pl"sga
#S*44 {Ffs*hsr) tnelk sff $fl mlnutea l*ts clue ts an,{r1e ohange,fetl+d bo f,lnd *Sth hub Eltd f,tnd $g*th en fle$ r*9nngem wlth thsxn,
Flan* S??$$ tanned ba*k st Sl,sSOr$ S0&SSIS at 11,4& houre w3.th S*
ongf.na su*. Flsna #$S*S bunned bsek sv61i bunsher S at :.SOO h$uncwtth ffi ongina eut. $J"ana #Sfgg &ur*nsd bae b at SLast6n*olr*s** at
1.1$S hour'* unehlo t* k*CIp up wf t?: ferea$L*n d.ue te an6ln* tr*ub}a.

8o 't e/* of thc S$th Sp. took of,f sb SA$1 to fLy as lead
Squadncn cf, Low group sf 8rld A.f,F, sf & S.$. or?. s&ne rylsslon" A].1
coepleted ulsalon end retunned to bae* ab 14$$. &ppr*exl*a*tc3.y 8&
SfA vere $eelle $av*r*el geak *,tt**ke $*rs x*sde st our. formr:*j",*n b*t
nx**}.ient, S-4? aupport kcpt SIA e.waf. Intons*, beevy enet ae*urata
A & was eno*untared cv*r" tar'g*t" Sou&lng rosr*l*e ff€r"s g*nen*113r
unebservad.

$faffir,trg R. ${FtfrA*s?{la$ Trt*r &i"r Serrpr,
Ssgft. S** ilf,f,t&&:'"
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Hseew$eKffis
SXffiffi S-gffiI{ Wffi&Sffiffi'ffigr #Sst# {ffi}*ffix#ffi *p- sffiw gsgffie$#psw#$ #ssxsffi

&ss #$*r €"#*&ffi

SSSS'S#Sg A*rt****,yeref* $*wp**p*.

P* t *sffiexl,***ag #ff,$s*,r** ffSqh Semb #n*r*p t*?i* &Ft"t S$d.

_ X, 41tr #08,r$4 raponted lntmrac, acsunats AA flrs aE5l"o{Sr * O$o6Ot and song!.suln6 *tr"a!-ght cor.lth Ehroughffislb**sn &Fn*m *.b *b*ta* $qttl Strasal**rf,, ffisr$ n6a[n i.*
{r*{* $.s*&*xffi* *qd *+otrrrEf, up *e S$r$*fl ***t *sn$i"$**&* *f,o}low!,n6. A/fi #01?S nnportod lntrn"sc ff"ra not very
nccura,tc at gTrlGS f,eat svsF aaetlens of Ruh*' rrsbS,&*nt$.f**4. & bawaga #es *f*seffiKt6p** *e wmLl np
sarc** $,**rnb3-* tentffadx#r&s*fn[Ssxing ft"r* {

g, f[ro Se.€poslt,+ Sroup xna aonaider.ab}y sff, eour*a(cec #S) s.nd u*t hsar.y Goneslrtretlon of, guna ffrtne
essur.!s&G1-,$ r& **sh *q?*a$nwm **p*nn&**-g* $ua to pllsp we$k*h* f,psw*&*.sm *ss*r Sswr *a *S*#ffi f,*u* sr** r*e et*fi sr*stv#**tfi,*m t&r*,ag& *bq** $fi w,*.nutas *f, f$ps ef a3.1 ttrp*r, xrt.*F*gsms$,nffi$ux fn3.taw$mg gba*+aTm**{mg" Sb* es.[s pf, e.Utesk!r*# *}'x*s*k *sm msrth @ fis*&* *sli& eh.* S$s s$SkS *ms-n *fte*
bomb*-r*6 krsughs th* Swp,p*[t* #roup thro*.lffi ii rur*e& S*s.3&srs &* f,*p* eh#K €b*y **ul"d havr i.f tb* be$.xf*d s,trus#*hsd b***t fs53"*rys6,

S H6sffih*r I**S

sg*s$s##ffi #* sss*ffis$,ffi*Jor, Al,r Cornpg rSntol.}teonoc Sfffoon,



a

APo 6l+

Bomber Conrrnand Narrative of Operations
121st Qreration * 5 Nnrernber, 1943

trdrssion ITo. L - Gelsenkirchen (Warierwerke ScholvenrA,G
},{:ission No. 2 - Gelsenkirchen (Celsenkirchener

Mission No. J - Ge1sonkir"r,"r, (fflfr:u.' A'G')'
lfission No. {- - Gclsenkirchen (city).
trdission No. 5 - l,ftrnster (city).

Forrr Air Task Forces of B-Us attaoked Gel.senkirohen, industrial city in
the Ruhr, arrl. one Air Task Force of 3*2/+-s attacked. ivlrmstet, ir:rportant com-
munioations oenter for thc Ruhn area. Thc attack on Gelscnkirchcn vas rnadein f,onr formati.ons, trro of rrhj.ch 1?oro on thc city propcr, ancl tvtro on synthetic
oiL plants Nori:h of'tho ciff. Sombing results lrore poor on Gclsenkjrchcln. 0n
thc l,{unstcr attack, boatbing rcsults ',rerc fair,, scvoral hits being nade on the
nraqshg l.Ung Sardr a factory, and thc Mr:nster/Lodder*reidc /rirficld.. VIII Fightel
0orrmand P-&7s and. P-J8s afforded. excellcnt protection. During tl,ris pcrlod",
the IX Bombar Command. and R.4.1+. caryiec,. out operations ln the H.s de Calais
arear .Anti-airoraft fire at both targets 'na.s intensc. &ur'y fightcr oppos-i-
tion vas modcratc, Claj:ls agai-nst e/a *e 27-5*13, Tcn bornbcrs arc missing.

PcrsomcJ- CasLralties(@tunrt Nunbcr of Iy/C
3ff'?"ttp'ry. (@ [+*ud !ss!.)
},trSSIONS i'10S. 1"2,3. To Bor,rb+GAISitKIRCtmN Ar B.

Clairns

9,1
95
96

100
38,5
JB8
390

lsT 30!,8 Dni,ffiK&
GSI"SINKIIICI.Xllri

9r
9z

503
305
3a6
35L
379
3BL
3B&.

r432A l"L9018 1183L7L20 '1
220a00

T6s'. lr

1 0*0-0
0 0-O-00 0-0-01 0-0*00 0-0-02 0-0-O0 0-0-086ffi

I 0 0-0-01 I 0-O-O0 1 0-0-00 0 0-0-0o 0 0-o-00 0 0-0-'oo 0 0-0*0o I 2-A-2sgfl:f'_2 3 5*t-5

29
25
w
"qU+
25

_u.
L9lr

18
22
t"9
t9
21
18
)1
22-
20

TM

24
9

37
2L
22
23p

!55

10
0
0

1B
0

2A
0

is'

3215x 0,r.40o220tg7t. trJ"t- J

o
1I
0
o
0

0
0
0
0
0
2
o
0
0
2

0I
3
0
0
J#I
9

I
,l+

o
0
0
ll
5I
0w

0
10
10
o
0
0
0

16
0

76
ggugIa,aug.IA!
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DECLASSI FIEI)
Autliority' ti N0 "lrt-5-dc..ii
B),.lLz NARA Da:: j.ji-.-/

n
7
0
0
7

7
B
2
5

22

0 0 1-0-1 0 .t+ o

9 10 27*5-73 11 57 n5
+'ri'ailcd. to Bonb - ir - l,,Iechani-cal- and. xquipnicnt F*ifures,B - Other than l cchanicar and :Lluipment, Failurcs (includes
x I'eii-lure of HFr+ "qrrln,,xi?ihc'r 

crloniy action, rccallr-ctc")

l,fissl0N 1f0s 3r-1, d{:-& - C+]]LSXNKMCI{E$I

gYu q I !,: lr.s r a !
Unit Ntlnb."r of .[y/C
*-.p*gl'ry. (Hi*iffitGffi l.'t,g rps!_) sr${qllrli'Jgig--ry9.-: " *-'r'-offi'"
IrLfgiEI j.; B,

4]+322651Oo-0-093 2q 25 1 0 0to_3_3389iaZBzqo8-1-1392.t025L133_o_3ir3 imv E tffi

Fersonncl Casualties,-----:%
( lli l-r.cd liormd.cd. l.lj-ssins, )

n
0
0

31T
P..litr'l-.'{I)Jn

tr9Z

TOTAI,S

9z
t+36 5B

1L

503

Four task forccs oonposcd" of fBO B-17s of lst and jrd. Bonberdnent Divisionsparticipated. irr attacks on incl-us'brl:1 targcts Ert Gclsenkirchcn eind. s;ntheticoil p];rnts nlar Gc]-senklrchen. rLll tash fo"ce* '/crc cscor.tcd. by Fh7s.. fntcnsianti-aircraft fj.rc m.s cncountcred. ovcr tlic t"rg*t-;na-7;:;i*lu"** lost.Clai::s arc 5-1-6.

3Olts]lVc It.tSttLTS: 328 B-I7s., ineluding 5 hthfindcrs, droppcd. A570 x 500 G.p.Siisco rfo sca r.olo ota l/iro-rr, r^*ritl i"a e*e " io, ;:b:;-targcts in andnear Gclscnkirchcn frorn 26rO00 - 29r000-feet at I3L3 - fj:O froLs. Ilcathcrin thc ta:'gct arca Iilas clcar, but tirc s:rokc scr.ocn at iiel-senkjrchcn ,rna ,r"oruycities ';ias in fu-i-1 opc:ration during thc; attacl:s rrrifl: rrarying dcgr,ees oreffectivencssr fhere vns also considcrablc industrial traze-anol snoke ovcr thearear ancl bonrbing tutls scnttered., In the attack on the Fnydricnvcrke Scholven:!'G1r north ot' GeJ-senkirclren, bonbs strad-clIecl the plant ivttn gooa conccntrationsJust northerrst arid- scutltivest of the target, irlthough strike ihotograpils do notslovr any d.irect hits, the bcnibing ptttcrns !ver$ sren tc, extenb. to the boundariesof thc p1ant. Stril.'e photographi ot'the C.clsenkirchencr Bervrer.ks ir.c, ao not--"show arry hits on or near this target, rn th.: abtac:c on ttre "iij. it""rrscl,ttcrcd- bursts r;,ie.r"e jicen, md. in ttre i-nrlustria] area cf Bi$no;"r. (a suuuruonc and" on+*kralf' nilcs north of the centcr of Gclscnkirchcn) a concentrationof i:rccirdi.r,::ics causcd possib-l-e dar,ragc to sevcreil factories, Othcr inciclcntsof bor:rbing nerc scattercd in thc Rulu ctrcn and. includc a hearry conccntrationor:. ba.rrc-clts ancl coal mincs at }billcnC.orf , onc and. onc-ha1f railes east of nssen"anrd, a i:umbcr' of ldts on r':rilivay lincs *nd. highv-crys in the area.
zuS0lIS-!.:04-I*IJ{ilJ.-tQ,*gSt}-: 53 a/c fail-cd- to bcrab - J0 bscause of ncchnnj.calatrcL uo,ui.lx.runt failurcs, 16 bccausc of equipmcnt failwc of plsn arlc 1ea<1i:rg thefor;xitlon, J beca"use of pcrsonncl failwos, and. d -,ircre ururble to lceep forilation,

gsN,ntasug"I&!
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gg.Sg!Aq'{TLt'-=r
,Ttlc-oQLT:SF:. t4gr'orig-&-agn+J - Enery f,ightor opposltionlios.r,-r+ak, xnroureto tergct rtre&r e/a rrould. siru.u'-te P"r/+7 for^nations'and. gr:veral tinos crcssod.the fl-ight Linc of' tr'trrtrcsses but at a snfc dlstancc of BrO00 fect belovr then.

-Contrerlcirrg i,n furget nreaabout l3L5 frouru eurd. contj-nuing for approxigately
20 nlntrtes aftcr Itbonibs arayn, a total of 17 attacks v,rene extrericnceil. Attacksl7ere rurde slngly anrl in fornations f,rom all,positions aroiurd- the clock. Nounusu,al tcctics rirere rcportcd. Vigorous attacks vcre rnd.e ngainst straggLcrs.
Shc fornatir:ns encountercd about 75 e/at a}nost evenly aivided bctweon 6*109s,trit[-190s arrcl JU-88s, .r,vith B I,iIe-2IOs and lr. lje-l]-Os.

I,lisglon--Ng:-4 - Srreqy fighter opposition v,/as vr'eali.' /4:proxinately25e/a"lmstrf3frffi}dc-]"09s,attact"aintargctareaatauout1]h0h;;*
and attacl,*s krsted 25 to J0 ni-nute s. l,,Iost attack:s vrerc nadc singly ";iithoutd.efini'i:c pattcrn. .tttacks ngrd.e wero nostly on stragglols. U/-,i'1. consisted. ofi.ic-110s, IIO-217s: ilc-l0ps, I'li-190s and" ]Je-2LOs,

Ct$Ul'*X'ff$: B35SSUS-L - l+. crcv./ na.rbers r"rerc killcd., 1i seriousJy woundcd, 1/
s 1-igdtlf-vnrrrc1ciliiffi'&- are rni s s jng.

E-q$i,Pgrgt - 7 B-17s are missing - 3 tci f'lak, I t,o e/n, and.3 to
roftsons urrlc:orln.

Xst$g!ed._E*!tb$,{llgg. - 89 category ?t.ir.t' , 2 categorv wACil and
J. categorY uPTf**._-
;"lE'J:-'{ECftr;FT F'TFE: ilnti-aircraft fjlc r';as meagor to no<Jcrato and. nostly
inaocuratc a3"ong th-' ,t'oute to and frmr tho targct. Ho'lrcvcr, at tho targct, t]:eanti*aircraft firc i,as vcry intense and. aceurate . Sone ncagey* inaccwate lrAfirc l,-ras observed cnroutc aLt Egnond-, Ud.ctr and. Dordrecht,

E -: lliffianq: - B:ses t'o 52r37riv - 04oJ5'x to 52o40t5 -06OIO'E tZi-taFffi6grx to 51o50r5 - 04poo'I to basesr

Llissionfo:} - Bascs to 5ZoLBtN - 01oJJt3 to 5Zo47rrU - 04oOOrn to
52o45tm JtffifE-l2o[orN - 06q10tl to target to 5tb5oir'i - or*oCio'I to
52a56tN - O1o19rE to bnsos,
qICIilnRJgjOBL: B-Us of th,,. lst nnd. Jrd Bonbr:rcli:rcnt Divisions rrcre escortcd
by six 69rorys of VIII Fightcr Coi::rand P-&.7s f::on vicinity of, Dutch. coast .to thetargct and" rctr:rn; Enerry fightcr oppositicn wcs.not s.trong exccpt ,in thc target
&rea'whereabout$Qe/a,r:rost1y}.ite-].09sanc1}1.l'-].90sTrereencourrtcrcd.'In
ensuang engagcncnt.l + f-tfs were lost, lrhile orrr fighters cl"a.ir,i B-3*8.

. },XI$SION NO. 5 - l,ltlNSTnR.'
LO2 3-2[s of Zrd. tsombardment Division lcd- by /+ h'tnfinder B-17s of 482nd

Squadron, e.ttaclqed- jnclustrial and transportation targets j* Illlrns*er, 2 a/e
attacked Coeafe.l,l and Hp.ltern. Escort'fror:r i.nsid.c Drtch coast to thc ,targct
and. back to Dutch cnast v.ns provided by one group .of p-L7s and one squadronof F-JBs. 3 B-24s l/cr€ Lost, Clai.r:rs agai:rst e/a alr.e ZT-lp-f ,

3O],mIJ{G- I+ESU],T$: 102 B-2hs and. J+ F?'F B-fis dropped. 657 * 500 1,{ 50 I.3. clusters,
@]J+0x50CIG.P.fused.tlLauuc.ii"o";avI*as*..t*i1rmd
L6 x L0O G.P. or lffmster, Bonbing r.m.s fron 22r0O0 to 2!r00O feet at 1349 to 13frhours. T,Isathcr ruzs alcar. $trikc plr.otograS>hs shovir rnny !I.S. bwsts on anii near

TI/r.LggIeItEu
-3,-



g._Sglrp&Ug. Is&
thc n'"'rrsh,l]1i'g yarcrs and. 6 direct hits r:n a possible textileerei,]'s rrnd the lft-rnstcr-Loc1r'!.enheicl.e airfiera1,.,ciu-"rso hit.

DECLASStFtETJ i

\ Autlrolir-r '+NJ_ll"rf( :; I

&$!9ltE-Iits-E1IHI-:i3J*$QJ€: I4 a/c failed to bonb - 12 bccause of scchanicalor cquipncnt l'r'il-urejsr T*fficr"use ob pu""o*":- failure, "ra-i-au* to c*cnyaction"

!U-JtIi:S'$!!": ApproxirnateJy 50 e/a attac]<ed. fo.n:n.tir.,ns,of this Division, thent'backs beginning irear thb l.p.',and. contilui"i irttcrnittently to the Dutchconst. ,{ffective fighte.r escort prevented [nJ rro;ority of e/a frcnprespinghone tlicir etttncks. Thc lead- ui":n.rc;portc<1 e/L car"* out of thc sr:n frcrn 10 to2 otcloelc' The l?uo q'?.,p, ""poit"ithat enei,,y-'righter" 
"r*,,r"d 

-"og*, 
an4 pressedne*rly all of their attaclcs ilouo - T?ny vrithirr 100 yarcls or so ancl somc evengoing through the foffrations. & JU-BB- in-il;Lon to ilrc right attacked. overthc nutch coast on thc vra'y tlactl. They rlecr*.r*"d- thoir spci:c1 ars flrey car,re intorengo and fircil'rockcts singly I'ron alout &- o rclock, thcn peelecl away arrd- headeback to Gcrnuiny' Roehet cx[lb*lons nrere-huge and the snoke rnrs vcry blaclc and.pcrsistcnt' T'rncs of e/a "i"n rnex'e r$-L90s'ivith te,,rr-*r*p"a u*il-y tankss JU-BBs,rrc-110s o"nc lielllos. if;r;-sli{""i"ur" ;i;:r;;;' single engine.

^ 1 E-24 .lroppotl 12 xU x 500 G,p. ernil Id x 1OO
500 ]t 50 r'B- clustcrs on coesfeld ancl r B-zu crroppedI B, on Hetltcrn urith uncbserved. results.

ffi"R:.ffi#r-,J^*:::^ymbers r,rere kiltecl, 17 scriously vrounded, B::;'t-lTr*--"' *-:l -l'-i'f 'Y &. - / ul'elT l-]lelllfsrl_gntry lirouriclecl ancl j} are nissing.
$}g.tr$ : i,lr*]r-rs are riissing - all for reasons untoornr.

1 categcrry ttgii-Estinatcd. Batt:E*!!L"*J&:*ff. - 24- category ,l!r', 1j catcgoryl'Lc", or.a

gs:gylq$sg
fhcre nas a very large anrl r''rcIl canouf_laged- airfiei.d. near Hersogcnbosch.sever-a'J- sno!:c scr€ens rrcrc observed- at nocntrnl-n"rtrr or ine-or*L*.a-Ens caneilo

ffi ffiff'ffi ***ilnii* :lL'ffi 'H:J'JJ;J$: b{ ;#:"#ffi3 f;iiff-:"*Ji.rra's enc')untered' on the br:nb nlnr,3ruttlslns io-frcaicicrr. coirt"or t;rp* v,rith Lessen-ed' iriteirsity over ancr- folrountrrg'tlr* tirsEt-;;;. Baragc typc firo ncarHaaristecle lri's mod"crate a.rrd' accirnte' vEry ""rtate anti-a#irart fire reportedovcr l,lidiLl,ebut'g;, 0n_ thc r;rtry baclc noa{Icr i,,*t:"iuous f,olIo.rring AA fjre .unrsreportedl at Hcrtogenbosch, ilreda anel diLbur.g. 
--

to 52D19r1{ * O7o05rE to ta::gct to J]ca2-r}I _ 0Jc26,X to 52oZ7r7g _ OpJlr,X tobeses.

#9g:1Elgi.gt)ryq: B-216s of Znd Division l-re.rc escortccl fron Gorycctijk to Lfi'rstcrby onc P-'[J ,grc'up and- at tlie target a.nd. on return by 1 F-Jg .qufri"l." ffi,j-#il."squadrons of P-3Bs did. not rcnclcavous vrith bonbcrs but s*rcpt arsa ancl escortedstragg;ling 3-us, 
, J0 o" T?{e e/a r""u *"""*rtJ"o.r in the target area ancl onthe .i'oute out" n:ostly nf-t90" urr.t l,{e-109s, ! "o.t**t_firing D0_2L7s r,,*eattcrckccl' P-JBs,l'rere c'speci.ally valuabIe in escorting stragglers. Fightersclain 10-2-5 o* this nislion. frhuto ,*'; ;; iiglrto" losses.

I!-gs
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at}l&u:stern}*u,un,Do-r.ste1n,'GIrdbc}t'ry::}:du.""dq,h'1.sF:ng..::Tl*"?"*n
positioRs,"o'o no1*& along the coast'of 'Ilol-ku:rl in the forn of l]Jtge 5 or b

;;il;-;fu* "t fldst'N-;64"1,0t1+5"8 arid 51o52r50'Ts - o4o11rl9lt3'

Tfiu,g+B,
- L^-- tr /.\AA fa

Route out: Orrcr Xngkrnd 10/LO otratocurnu$s' topg l*9m feet beconing
ipo #5ffi;i"*io"*niris ov?{ ioia-no"tit sea, c,ccreasl-ng'to n1l at Contivienta:
ccuist. Sggggt 

--0".r tf,e c,xrtinent ana onrcr tttrgets-e/10-cisus at 50t000
fect. Visii":ili-ty 1.1J+ nr:lles afoEtl 2'5 nul1es at--surface due to 1:aze ancl sloke'
Rp;!;- SL"!r nctirn roui;e 'r-ras sj:rilar to route out

g.gl[9. I.D-$Ug. I&L
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