e N

DECLASSIFIED

Authority ’j Nﬁ) 7 15"@5:
By 1(z NARA Date 248 09

HEADQUARTERS
NINETY FIPTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
0Office of the Operations Officer
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SUBJECT: Se3 Warrative Report on Operational Mission, 3 November 1943, o

TO : Commanding Officer, 95th Bomb Group, AP0 634,

1. The 96th Bomd Group was alerted for this Kission at 0008 3
Hovember 1945. Bomb Loading teo be 4 x 500 1lb. G.P., and 31 M47-Al Incende
aries. The 15th Combat was to forn two forces of two Groups eamch and fly
the 2nd Combet Wing of 3rd Domb Division., The 95th Group was to form the
low Group on the 1l00th Group who wes leading the first force. 95th Group
#180 to furnish seven (7) airoraft of Composite Group for high squedron
which was to fly low Group on 390th in second force.

2o Twenty two (22) siroraft departed this station at 1040 to form
&8 95th Group at 2000', Seven (7) aireoraft departed this station at 1000
to form as high squadron of Composite Group over Buncher §8 at 5000,

Se Cfhip # OL78 piloted by Capt. Snow, high Squedron leader of Com=
posite Group, returnsd to this station having aborted at 1130 from the
formation over England due to a prop governor failure.

4, Combet Wing rendeszvous was made between Buncher # 8 end Splasher
i 6 on time without incident. Division formation was mede betwsen Splasher
# 6 and Cromer snd climb started at Cromer. Briefed course was held to
target end all ships dropped on Pathfinders bombs. Flak wes ineffective
and a good bombing run was made,

Be Fighter support in and out of target was excellent,

6« Route home flown without ineident and all ships returned without
damage to personnel or A/C.

7« BResults of bombing are unknown.

HARRY G. MUMPORD,
Mejor, Alr Corps,
Operations Officer.
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SUBJECT: Mavigation Report on Opermtions of 3 November 1943,

70 s Commending Officer, 95th Bombardment Group (H), APO 634,

1. The Thirtsenth Combat Wing formed two Combat Wing formations
of two groups each. The Winety Fifth Bombardment Group flew as low
Group of the lesd wing, Seven aircraft of the Ninety Fifth Bombardment
Group (H) formed the high squedron of the composite group; which flew
88 low group of the Second Wing, Both wings were led by Pathfinder
sireraft,

2, Assembly control times were met as briefed, The Thirteenth
Combat Wing crossed the coast at Cromer in good Combat Wing formation.

3. Pew pilotage points picked up thru undercest, one near the
1.P. Normal "Gee" operations with average fixes to 4°E. One "Ges"
fix at 53° 10'N 07° 00B.

4, Two instrument failures were reported in "Gee" sets,

ELLIS B, SCRIPIURE
Capte, Air Qorps,
Group Navigation Officer,
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SURJECT: S=2 Report.

TO : Commending Officer, Ninety Pifth Bombardment Group (H),
APO 634,

1. Twenty Nine (28) A/C took off beginning at 1020 hours
to attack Wilhelmshaven by bombing on pathfinder.

2, The 95th was flying as low group with the 100th lead-
ing.

3, Seven (7) A/C of the 95th flew =28 part of low group of
B Group of the 380th,

4, Two (2) A/C returned early, they were: ©6178 (Composite),
returned at 1140 hours from Norwich, no power in #3 engine. Ship
#3529 from the 95th Group returned from off the English coast
being a spare A/C.

5. Except for entering enemy coast somewhht west of briefed
the briefed route was essentially followed. FPighter escort was
excellent. Enemy fighter opposition was negligible. AA deflenses
were ineffective,

6. Bombing on a good run, on pathfindest, was made on a
heading of 30°,

7. A1l our A/C returned safely with no damage to person-
nel or A/C. ‘

PLORENCE J. DONOBUE,
Ma jor, Alir Corps,
Intellligence Officer.
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Bomber Command Narrative of Operations
119th Operation -~ 3 November, 1943

Mission No. 1 = Wilhelmshaven
lMission No, 2 = Wilhelmghaven
7" Mission No., 3 = Wilhelmshaven

The largest force of bombers ever employed by the VIII Bomber Command on
any one oparstion attacked Wilhelmshaven, one of Germany'!s chief U-Boat and
ship-construction centers, Three Air Task Forces, composed of B-17's of the
lst and 3rd Bombardment Divisions, and B=24's of the 2nd Bombardment Division,
bombing on Pathfinder a/c through 10/10 cloud, dropped more than 1400 tons of
bombs, Widespread damage was caused in the Bauvhafen shipbuilding area and
in the city proper. Fightor protection was provided to and from the target by
P=/7's and P=-38's of the VIII Fighter Command, Enemy fighter opposition was
weok. Claims against e/a are 21-3-24., Seven B=17's are missing.

Unit Number of A/C Personnel Casunlties
1ST BOMB DIV, (Pgrticigﬂted Attocked Falled Lost) Cleims (Killed Wounded Misgigg)
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Unit Number of A/ Ecrsomncl Casualties
23012 DTV, (Particinated Atbackod Failod Lost) Claims (Killod Wownded lissing)
WTSSION 10 3 " Io Bomb
WILEELGSHL VR L5
4, 28 o6 0 0 0.0:0 0 0 0
93 28 2. G 1D 0a0s0 0 0 0
389 33 30 2 G 0 Guun 0 0 0
392 _28 T R 0
117 105 12 0.0 Gt 0 0 0
PATHTTNDERS
482 11 1 G0 el 0 0 0
TOTALS 566 539 95 5 7 ovao 0 12k 20

* Failed to Bomb = 4 = Mechsnical and Equipnent Failures.
B-= Other than Mechanical and Eguipment Failures (includes
weathor, cnemy action, recall, etc,)

MISSIONS NOS. 1, 2. AND 3 - WILHELMSHAVEN

lst Bombardment Division dispatched an Air Task Force of 222 B~17's, 3rd
Bombardment Division dispatched en pir Task Force of 226 B-17%s, and 2nd Bonb-
ardment Division dispatched an Air Task Force of 117 B=-24's to attack Wiilhelne
shaven., Five Pathfinders flow with lst Division and six with 3rd Division
formations, ' :

BOMBING RESULTS:s 434 B=17ts dropped 2640 x 500 G.P, 1/10 sec, nose, 1/40 sece,
tail, and 9594 x 100 I.B, from 20,300 to 24,000 feet at 1307 - 1334 hours on
Wilhelmshaven, 105 B=R4's dropped 413 x 1,000 €.P. 1/10 sec, nose, 1/40 see,
tail, and 2039 x 100 I,B. from 21,000 = 23,500 feet at 1330 = 1335 hours on
Wilhelmshaven., 1 Bw2/ dropped /4 x 1000 GoP. 1/10 sec, nose, 1/40 sec. tail on
the I.P, Photographic reconnaissance reveals extensive damage to ship-~building
facilities in the vicinity of the A.P., as well as great destruction to barracks,
residential and coumercial property in the main city, In the Bouhafen ship-
building ares, machine and Joiners! shops were Severely damaged. On the south .
side of the Bauhafen three large buildings, probebly gun storage shops, were
badly demaged, In all, results are extrenely satisfactory, especlally in view
of the feet that all bombg were dropped through 10/10 cloud,

REASONS FOR _FAITURE TO EOMB: 27 a/c failed to bomb = 22 because of mechanical
or eguipment faiiures, 2 because of nid-air collision and 3 because of personncl
failure,

ENCOUNTERS: Mission No, 1 = Eneriy opposition against most of the groups was
very weak. Fighters were first seen by the 4Oth Combat Wing 10,000 feet below
as they broke through the overcast at. 53°101N - 07045’E at 1245 hours, About
20 to 35 single-engine e/a and 3 to 5 twin-engine e/a sterted toward the forme
ation and were bounced by P=47's returning toward base, After reforniag, they
were dispersed by P-38 attack and not seen again, Strongest opposition was
encountered by the lst Combat Wing. 30 to 70 e/a attacked this formation just
before the target when no support was present and formetion was strung out, 3
B-17's woere lost to e/a, '
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Migsion No. 2 = Enemy fighter opposition was practically mil. Due
to excellent fagnter support very few direct passes were made, The largest
number of e/a scon was ebout 15,

Misgion No, 3 = Enemy fighter oppositlon was very 1light and not
more than 15 o,/ a werc encountered. Only a fow of these made attacks which
generally werce not pressed home,

E/s scen by all three Divisions during thc operation were FW 190s, Mc 1098,
Mo 110s, 3 FW 189s, several JU 87s and a fow rocket firing JU &8s,

CASUALTTES: Porsomnel - 1 crew member was seriously wounded, 11 were slightly
wounded end 70 are missing,
' Soquipment = 7 B-17's - 1 to flak, 3 to e/a, 2 to mid-air collision,
and 1 to rcssons unknown,
‘ Batimnted Battle Domage = 35 category "AM, 1 category "AC",
2 category tBV, i

ANTI-ATRCRAFT FIRE: Meager to moderate inaccurate AL fire was encountercd to

and from targots. Moager to moderate accurate fire of continuous following, as
well as torrage type was reported in target area, Somc meoger inaccurate A

fire was reported from the Frisian Islands and the southern defenscs at Emden,. |
1 B=17 was lost to fliak. ; '

ROUTZ: Mission Ne. 1 - Bascs to 54000'N - Q3CL5'E to 54000 -~ 05°00' E to
53101 = 07000iE 4o 53%10°N = 07950'E to target to 54°20'N - 05°00%E to
53040 - 03955'E to Cromer to bases.

lission No. 2 - Bases to 53010'N - 02°12'E to 53955'N - 03%501E to

540001 = 05°0C'E to Schiermonnikcog to German Coast to 53010!N = 07°50'E to
target to Gorman Coast to 549354 = 04°15'E to Cromer to buses.

Micsion No, 3 - Bases to 52957'N - O1°06'E to 53923'N - 02925'E to
530551) = 0205315 1o 54C0L'N = 030451E to 54905!N = 05°00'E to 53°10'N =
07°00'E to 53010'N - 07950'E to target to 54°32!'N = 04°001E to 54° 08'N -
03°25'E to 53°%41'H = 02°50¢E to Cromer to bases,

FICGHTLR ESCORT: Exceptional fighter escort to the target and return was pro-
vided by seven groups of VIII Fighter Command P-/7's and onc group of P=38's.
Especislly noteworthy was tho performence of the P=38's, which maintained very
close contact with lst Division B=17!'s withdrawing from Wilhclmshaven, = Some
P-381g mnde coveral trips from the target to the coast, escorting small flights
of B-171s, and intercepting enery attacks on the bombers, Claims of P-38
pilots are 3-5-5, Two groups of P=/7%s provided general penetration and withe

rawsl cscort for lst Division formations. A third P-47 group met strong
enemy oprosition before rendezvous with the bombers, Enemy attacks forced these
fighters to jettison their belly tanks so that they were unable to carry out
their escort nission.
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Second and Third Alr Task Forces wers each escorted by two groups of P=47'g,
Mederate eneny opposition was encountered, 2 P-/7ig arc ‘missing, Tctal clains
by fighteis arc L 57 o

gggggggg;gﬁgs 4 wing-ghaped object résembling a Henschel type glider bomb wa.s
ssen coming through the clouds at g steep angle over the target area, Wing °
was white; had a span of about 12 feet, no fuselage and had a biack Nazi cross

were seen shooting rockets,

‘Painted on it, Some FW 190s were repoted carrying belly tanks and other FW 190s

-u--&&:u-n

- UEATHER
iggdggggg;é.eﬁémggxiggggg Over target 10/10 altocumulus tops 15,000 to 17,000
1 breaks, 4/10 to 6/10 cirrocumilus above 25,000 feet,

feet; ccencionnl smaii
visibility 10 mileg, :
ggd:BpmbardmgggwDivisiggg Over target 10/10 stratus and s tratocunulus, 6/10
to 8/10,altccumulus aad altostratus, base 12,000 to 144000 fect, tops 15,000
to 17,000 fect, 3/10 to 5/10 thin cirrus, ~

3rd Bombardmont Division: Over target 8/10°to 10/10 altocumulus and altostratus,
base 14,000 feet, tops 17,000 feet, low cloud meking complete undercast, 3/10
to 4/10 cirrostratus base 22,000 to 24,000 feet, 1/10 to 2/10 cirrus above
30,000 feot, visibility 10 miles,
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