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The l-argest force of bonbers ever eraployed by the VIIf Bornber Corur:and on
any one opcrrtion atta.cked {rlilhelmshaven, one of -Gerrnanyt s chief U-Boat and
ship-constructi-on contors. Tlrree Ajr Task Forcos, composed'of B-l?ts of tho1st and 3rd Bombardment Dj.vlsionsr and B-z/trE of the 2nd Bonibard:rr<;nt Division,
Fo*llng on Paii:J'inder a,/c through 10/1O cloud, dropped nore than 1400 tons ofbombs. T,lido,';p::ead dar;iage was eiuscd in the nliuhcfon shipbui.lrtlng area ancl
$ !l* city pi'oper. Figtrtcr protection was provided tb and fron th* tr.rget by
P-l+'/t s and P-38' s of the. VIII Fighter Cor']aand. Encrqy fighter opposition-was -

weak, Claims against o/a are 21;3-24. Seven B-]..'lt s- ore-*issinb.
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to Bonb - A - lfechanieal_ r*rd Eguipnent FailuresoB"-- 0ther than i{cehcnicir and gquipr.l"rrt.r'"il*cs (i::crudcsweather, cnenur action, "*cilr- etc,)

let Borcbat'dncnt D-i-vision dispatched ari Air fask Force of ZZ? B-l?tsr 3rdBonbardnent Division dispetcircd r" Li"-tJ"rr'.i""; ;r-iio-n-iz;s, oaa znd Bonb-ardlront Divisir.i;r dispatcired *n Air i"*t-i"""o-of :.ff B^2&ts to attack'ilheln_shaven" tr'i'ro F*thfind.ers flcir with lst Division and srx nith jrd Divisionforner*,ionsc v g*v*v*\

-BWIIG-$SUJflS, -*2a-B:r7ts dropped 26/+ax 500 G.p, 1,/]O sec. nose, 1rl40 scc"taiie atld 9594 x 10Q f "B. fron ebr:oo-iJ-4rq6i f,eet at t11gq _ 1334 hours onITil-hclnsha\r*r, ros^n*z4is-aropnca 
^83 * fr6oo clp. 

-r7io-i"""1ouo, 
!/,40 s,,c,tail, e,'na aoig x r00 :.,8. rrno'?troig 

= 
atitoarect at 1330 - 1335 hours onlTilhelnshlrven' i B-24 dropp;d z, x rooo oii'.-itto sec. nosc r r/ha sec. taiJ- onthe f 'P' Photogi"aphtc reelinui."u**o revea]s extensive dar,ragc' to ship-fosi.ldingfacil-ities in tie vicrnrty oi itu./r.f", .;;;i as great deslr*ctj-on to barracis,resj'dential end conr{erci$i property in'd; roo-in "rtf, rn ilre Bo-uhafen ship-buiLdlng ir"reilq nachine- ,,rro 3o:"i*r*"t uiropu **rJ-"".*rel-y danaged. 0n the southsidc of the Ilauhafcn three igft; buifulingsr-rrou"riy gt': storage shops, werebadjy denaged" ,r"-F*, "uu"riE are extrJr.r6lt;.ll",lactory, cspoclal1y ln viewof the fect that all b*nbe uo*r" d"oppuo-tii"oild rorro croudo

rug9$E-IgPrEAIllHL-TA.^QS,Br e7 a/c faitod to bonb - 22 beclr.Lrse of nechanicalor eqrripinent faiiures, 2.Gcause of, mid_air collision snd r-U"Iurr"" of personr:elfailtrre. vv&44e'v' ''ilLi J r'l(Jgi

sNssg[ry&s{ -g*ff:ps-e'*f^: Elorny opposftion against nost of the gronps wa$very weaic" Fighlers weFe tirst seen- Ly lhe /-oti, cgnbet 'rfing 101000 feet belowas they broke through the. overc"st ut-i:diorfr-_'e7.4.5tp at IZt5.nrrii'So About20 to 35 single--ungin''' e/a ani- j to,g ir,it-uiieio" c/a started ionard the forn-ation and we::c bo"!"?{ by p*lr-??-s-rcturning toli"r.i base. After rcforni:rg, theywere dispcrsed- by p*38 attack ano not s;;; &;tu1" strongest oppositioi? lrasencountx:r'cd ttr thc lst conbat l?ilrg" 30 to 76 e,/e aitaclcJci thi;'fornation JustH:i;f: ;htfi5;tr3i'liJ" ;pp;il;*u-i'"J"'li .i.a rurn*lio,,,;;; struns out. -j
g9$EIgENEIA&
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b:'awotl escort for lst irivision fornatir:ns' /i third P-/i''l group met strr:ng
encn;' opplsilion bcfole rcnd.czvous witir the bonbers, Enengr r.rttncks forsod thcse
efuhters'to jcttisori thcir i:clb,' t$nks so that thcy wore unablo to carry out
thcir escort nission"
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